
 

“Construimus, Batuimus” 
“We Build, We Fight” 

33rd Special Naval 
Construction 
Battalion 

Historical  
Information 



NCTC - Davisville 
ABD - Hueneme 

Rea.dy Da.te - 25 Sep 144 

Left AllD - 26 Oct l 44 

Location -~~-~~~-b&} Leyte 


LOG 
to 

- .29-44 - 33rd (Sp) ordered ~ Parks from Da.visville Rbout 31 Augl44. (CNQ conf. disp. 
_221631 NCR 1269 to ABD Davisville dtd 23 AugI44) 

-1~-44 - 33rd (Sp). consisting of 33 officers and 997 men, arrived Pe,rks from Davisville 
. 4 & 5 Sep. (Cont. disp. NCl24 080005 NCR 4056 GR89 from PS_l'ks to BuPers) 

-15-44 - 33rd(Sp){33 off. & 1060 men) left Parks 9 Sepl44 for Hueneme(Parks IlTWX2355Sept'44 
to BudockB). 	 _ 

-15-44 - 33rd CB(Sp) arrived Hueneme from Parks 10 SepI44.(ABD Hueneme Sec. disp. 131700 
NCR 8030 ~_to ONO dtd 14 Sep '44). 

-1 5-44 - The 5th and 33rd (S:pecials) ready date is 10 Oct '44 - destination Hilne Bay. (CND 
Sec. Disp. 032029 HCR 8070 to Com7Flt, Com 12, &Budocks dtd 3 Oct'44). 

11-1-44 - The 33rd (Sp) departed Hueneme for Milne Bay 26 Dct'44.(Hueneme Conf. disn to CND 
262349 NCR 11271 dtd 27 Dct '44)- ~.' 

2-29-44--The 33rd (Sp) (part) arrived Milne Bay 13 Nov 144 and ordered to Leyte. (Comserfor7fl ' 
. Sec. report for Dct'44 dtd 20 Nov'44). 

1-12-45--The 33rd (Sp) is located a.t ~a.cloban. Leyte. (Comser7flt Sec. disp to CND 231053 cltd 
5 Jan'45). 

-13-45 - 33rd (Sp) located at Ley-te. (Comserfor7tlt Sec. report for Nov'44 d.td 15 Dec'44) 

.-14:-45 - The 33rd (Sp) is av&ilable for fUHlignT!!~nt to Samar.(CNO Sec. ltr to distribution 
list S~r. 0039230 dtd 3 F~b'45). 

ocation -	 S~mar 33rd (Sp) 

2 15-45 	 The 33rd (Sp) is loc~ted at Guiuan, Snmar.(Comserfor7flt Sec. report for Dec l 44 
(ito. 15 Jan l 4s). 

3 16-45 	 Comserfor7flt conf. sndltr Ser. 0381 dtd 2 Mar'45 to CNOB Levte Gulf - the 33rd (Sp) 
is hereby detached fr~m its presently assigned duties. Shali report to CNOB Leyte 
Gulf for duty with Commander Construction Forces Leyte-Samar. 

-20-45 - Comdt NOB Tacloban orders the 33rd. CB (Sp) to fIlrther report to CO. NavSta. Guiwm, 
Samar for duty with Const Forces headed by the Comdr Const Forces and Sr Brg Comdr. 
(Comdt NOB Tacloban ltr P16-3(1) over Ser 1025 dtd 11 Mar'45 to OinC 33rd (Sp). 

7-45 - ~ne 33rd (Sp) reported to the CO NavSta Guinan, Samar on 14 Mar I 45--ordered to 
further r~ort to the Comdr Const. Forces for duty. (1st End. on CNOB Leyte orders 
NS/Pl6-3(1) over Ser 1345 dtd 14 V~'45) 

- 1-45 - The 33rd (Sp) is located at Guiuan. Samar. (Comserfor7f1t Sec Rep of 1 Apr'45) 
- 8-45 - The 33rd (Sp) is located at Samar. (Dirpacdocks S.P. Sec Rep of 15 Apr'45) 
23-45 - 1 ,Apr'45 report of 33rd (Sp) - SettiIlg up permanent camp in Samar area. Report end. 

q, 3rd Brig. Sect.2. 
-~-45 - 1 May'45 report of the 33rd (Sp) - located at Leyte-S~r. Report end. by 3rd 

Brg Sec 2. 
5 29-45 - Thp. 33rd (Sp) 1s under the Hdm control of the 3rd Brf; and under operational cont rol 

of the CO. US NavSta Samqr. (1st end to OinC 33rd (Sp) conf ltr sar P-140 to 
Dirnn.cdocks SF dtd 10 r~ay' 45) 

-9-45 - 1 ~145 report of 33rd (Sp) - located in Samar al'ea. Routed via 3rd Brig. 

13-45 - 1 Feb'45 report of 33rd (Sp) - located in Samar area. Report end. by 3rd Brig. 


6- G5-45 - 1 Jun'45 report of the 33rd (Sp) _ located at Leyte-Samar. Report via 7th Brg. 



lJ.gC81ilOn - Leyte- Samar 33rd CB (Special) 

6-~7-45 - Comserfor7flt has requssted the establishment of a CB Regiment to consist of 
the following CB Specials now assigned duty at NOB Leyte Gulf: 5th (Sp). 19th (Sp) 
1/2 30th (Sp). 32nd (Sp). and 33rd (Sp). Accordingly. establishment of the 50th 
Regiment is authorized and is to be effective when directed by Cincpoa. This 
Aegiment is to report to the 3rd Brg for adm purposes. (CNO conf ltr ser 0251730 
dtd 22 June to Com7flt) . 

7-27-45 - Tl!.e 33rd (;;ip) is located e.t Guiuan. Samar. (CCT 7th FIt Sec Rep of June) 
7-28-45 - 1 Jul'45 ~port of the 33rd(Sp) - located in Samar area. Report via 7th Brig. 
8-13-45 - Th~ 33rd (Sp) is attached to the AOth liege (Com7flt conf report on cB organizatio l 

in Leyte-Samar area ser 04296 dtd 26 July to CNO) 
~-14-45 - 1 Aug'45 r~ort of the 33rd(Sp) - located in Samar area. Report vi~ 7th Brl~. 

1 -22-45 - 1 Oct'45 report of 33rd(Sp) - located in Hanila. Report via 50th Reg. & 7t~ Brig. 
2 off. & 157 men were sent to Navy 3967 for duty with 19th Reg. 191 men rec'd on 
board on 30 Sept'45. 

2-14-45 - 1 Nov'45 report of 33rd(Sp) - located in Manila. Report via 50th Reg. & 7th Brig. 
~arter of the batt. is still on TAD with Naval Adv Base Unit 113, now located in 
Shanghai, China. There are 5 off. & 250 men attached to this detachment. 5th(Sp) 
has been merged into 33rd(Sp). 

1-11-46 - 1 Dec'45 report of 33rd(Sp) - loc?-tion not stated. Report via 34th Reg. & 7th Brg. 
1-?9-46 - 1 Dec'45 report of 33rd(Sp) - located at Samar. Report vi a 34th Rep,. & 7th Brig. 
1-30-46 - ,·33rd(Sp) is inactivated(date not given). (Com7thFlt dis!, 270126 Jan'46 to CNO)/ 
2-19-46 - 1 Jan 46 report - located at Samar. Re :)ort via 34th reg. & 7th brig. 

13-46 - ~Beport of inactivation of 33rd CB by Com7tp!lt Disp 270126/Jan in error. Unit 
still operating at Samar. 

Location - Samar 33r~_ CB (Snecial) 

3-28-46 - Comservpac directs OinO 7th Brig. to inactivate 93rd CB and 33rd(Sp) in 
accordance CinCPflc-Poa 252045. (CoI!lservpac disp 262240 !~rch). 

5-2-46 Comservpac _8ta~_ _33r_d(~p) inactiv~ted durin.e. 'PerioLl:~J?r~),._. 1_9.,t6 __to 
1 ~~1~~~. _Exact_daJ!~~j;_ g~~. TComservpac d1sp 020320 May to BuPers) • 

._--- - ---_._._ - ----
ON BOABD 

DATE OFFICERS MEN AUTHORITY 

1 Sep'44 1063 BNP625 
1 Oct'44 1057 ' BHP625 

1 Dec'44 1038 BNP625 

1JJ~"i1 r'4 3.3 1036,0,," ., 
1020 

BNP625./l\ R.
BNP625 0 

1 Xpr'45 
1 May'45 
1 Jun'45 

33 
32 
29 

1013 
1010 
1012 

MoR 
MoR 

BXP625 & R 

1 Jul'45 28 990 BNP625 & R 

1 Aug'45 
1 Sept '45 
1 Oct' 45 

26 
27 
27 

973 
938 

1020 

BNP625 & R 
BNP625 & R 

129 Trans. BNP625 & R 
1 Nov'45 38 1336 BNP625 & R 

1 Dec'45 32 491 BNP625 & R 
1 Jan'46 41 R 
1 Feb 46 34 568 BN? 625 & R 
1 Mar 46 27 400 BNP 625 & R 
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Pcrhapl! llw he;;;l. ~laJ:lillg poinl for 1111' slory of Ihe. 33rd (Spocial l ' S, Na\'111 
CI)II~lrllelion BullallioJl i,: Ihl' Slt'\"I,dor., Pool al CUJllP lJ,·ar),. , ir·,iniu , '\ hilt' 
wailinl! for a.~~i~JlJlJ(:·1I1 to II SI'I"'ial Rattulioll IIII' lJleu ill Ihl.' pool .'111 wood. 
drilJc:.d, 01" WCllt 011 guard dul)" IIIHI oll1e'r dl'laik The denrr willlt·r JIIolllh~ of 
194~.·4-~ slowly pa,,~eil. hilI p:rel'lI wood fought It lo,,;illl! blltt).· a;,!llill"l Ih .. phill .,1' 
Ihe Virgiuia lIighl ';, Cold" alit! cal f('vel' laid lIJallY low, In April Ih(' pool pre
parcel 10 move 1.0 Rhoun 1,,1011111. i\kn WPT(' "hifll'd frolll 01\(' halTllck 10 another, 
got their hair ('111 ~ horl. alld "toocl ill~p(,t'lioJ1", 011 April 1;; ilnd 16 the tl'aill :" 
plllled 0111 to Ihe ,;\I'uin" of " CalT), MI' nll('k tn (lid Viq::illny:' 

Camjl ElJdieo" , Ileat alld. eOIllI'''.... wa,. 10 lJ1o~ 1 1111: 11 all illlJ'I'()\"I'l\I e ut O\'<'r 
P e ill")'. Barrack" Wt~r<: lIIore COllI forI able, Rc("n~al ion - Shi p '.-: St·rvict· hili 1.1 in!!" 
offl'l"f·d \'ariOll8 .-. pporllllli lie,; fOI' "IH'IIt! iIll! le i"lI re I ililt' • .I.t wail hilt a :;h ort ride 
to Proyidcllt:.. will. il,.. [ri c lIIlIy Pf'Opie. it ,. (:antf't'J1~. lIight ('lulls, and theat,c'rs. 

TIH' N I"w Engl'1I1l1 I:olllllrpitl .. wall attractivc', b"t poi~o" ivy brollght lOll!! liJlt·~ 

10 Sif·k IHI~- , llo~to" awl Nt·\\, YOI"k rI\"t ~w I1WJI for wt'.·k-t·nd liLt · rt~· , Bul. oJ ·OIlI"SI". 

tIJt'J"(~ W:J t' work a~ w('111 a.- play, A pl'ovil'ional 33rcl RattaJiflll wai' forlJl.' rI ami 

IIwn wert' a~~il!nl·d 10 I('clllli ..al trailling etllll·"""', Th.·" CaliII' a 1II0V(' to Sun V allt]), 

for "jx w('C'b of lIIilitary lraining- l'ifh' rall!!t'..."xlt·llI)t,,1 tll'rkr, anel bivouac, L if.: 
f;f"'UWrl ratl...r (1'(,(. allel ..a.., ~. ,'Iww \\ a ~ good. :11It I "nllll't Fc w',· '\1, 1n" wa f< 1101 

rt!l II p0(lll/ar SOlll!, 

--- - ~ ..... -). 



Ht-tllrning 10 Endi.-.. tt for a bll"), llIonth til - IIWII Wt-rt' giv'-II It:" t ~ dort' training_ 

'I/-anwhilt-. lile' hattalioll ha,1 1'(\I'l'iv ·.1 it li OHi(·/·r.jll.Cllurg.· alit I jt~ EX'-"utivI ' 

~ Hfi(-cl' nnd W'Ii; ,.OOIl 10 Ill' I-OIIlJlli ~" ioll(·d_ III II colorfnl c,-n'lIlOn, on JIII~· 15. willi 

orri(-I'I'~ alII] lIIt'n ill lil'f-,., white lI1.irorlll~. the hattalion rt-,-,~iVt·d it" ('olor,' and 

IlIal"('hcd ill I" ' vi .. \\" I,..fon· high Naval oIIi <:,-r" all,1 "j\'il oHi,-j "I,.. A" lilt' 11IOllth 

... 	 dn'w 10 a "1",,,-. tilll(' tahle" W'T" "t'IHlicd lIlld railroad ti"kel" hOllp:hl for Ihe 

l~at;l!..Jy awailed "llIb,lI'kalion I..avc whil'h IWgll1l July 30, 

....-. -	 .~~ 



, , , " 

_\ f .. w da~" afll'r tilt' r('lurn to 1'[11111" Ihe hntlalioll II10w,d In CalliI' rl'hcHlla", HUlllor nil,] ' p '('
IdaliuJl rail hil!h. \\ ' 0111.1 il ~Iar Ih('n' for' all~ l"llglh o[ lillll' or \\"ollid il ~OOIl IIl U \"' ? Th ~ aIlSM ,·\' 
\\"a ~ 1I0L 101l~ ill "0 llli II f!:, '-\1'1"r lIlakill;! a IIl1labl,· l'ollll' ill\1li"l1 10 lilt' ..]('alllillt'"'' "f 1111' cam p . the 
oJlIl'1l lliH'k.·;j 11"'ir ;!t'<I1' alld hoa ... I,·.] Iroop ~1""llt'r!! ror C;rlifol"llia. 

Throl1;!"i, "al' \\"illlll.l\\" 011 11'1,' IruIIH'"lIlill"nlallril' 1; lIlIlrll,., ."" L' n .~ nllll'lhillt! of II ... rid, farlll
ill" e01l1l11'\" of 1111' \Iirldk \\ , ' ''I. "ili," Jar!.!" anrl 1OIIlail. illld. II .. · 1lI0lllllaill" ... 111 1";II ...hl·" .)f 11." 

W' ·~ 1. \lr'II' l'la~'('d I'arrl". 1"1'»,"1. 111111 looke,1 al IIr,' 1" '11"1'), . II lIIarl" a "I,·a .-anl dlllll ;!"/, If! ha\l' all 
,lI""a"iollal ,,101' wh"11 tlJ('~ could g:1'1 off II. ... Il'aill .11111 havI' ... ·fl·I'." " I11·nl~ ~"I'\ '"'' II~' a rri"lItll~ 
:rrOIlI' of I'Po pie or Ira"" n 111('<11 ill (I l· .. ~lall"'HII. .' 0 lire ,101\" allli lIIil. , .. va'~",l 1I1llil C alliI' Park" 
\\a .. !"f'uI,I ...", Tht' :II'I'lIl1llllal(',-j ;:n'iIlJl' til' Illl' Irip Wa,. re lllm·".1 Mill l'lolh,'~ w,'r.. ~ ,: r llhllt'd lind 
hllll;! 0111 10 II.")' Ql1 il'kly ill IIII' illll'l1;';" 11o'al. '1'1\1· ... • wa" I iIIit' 11'01' a lilll'rl~ in SIlII F I·alll·i",'o ,lilt'! a 
I',il of ..]( 'an-1I1' aholll Ilw art'a 1,,·1'01'1:' 1I10\'i lll! 011 III I-'l.Irl HU,·JWIII, ·. 

H"r,' Ih., Hallalioll Jiw'c/ 1111 Ea,.~ Sln'd, lIt'.II· 1111' I!al ... IIII' ~ I"r,· and 11... lihrary, ('njoyill;!. 
afl .. r a I'..w dn~~ of nli~1 awl I'D!!. (hI' ,It-Ii;!"htflll California ('Iilllal. ~ , Cal'ltill"". I!a~ l IHI"k,;. all(l I'<lC,'].,,, 
''-''1'1' i""llI'd: then' ''-'I~ a t:Olll'~'~ of lIlililal'~c Il"<lillin ;.::: Ih.· .-",\,·dorp~ W,·I·,· hard al \\'lIrk: hall;.ditlll 
;!. ~ al· \\'a~ a ;:;:('llIhl.·" alld I'a('k.·,, ; IIII'll \\"(')"P I ra 11,,1'1 ' '"1"(''' ill and Oil\. L ih....I~ IIlI'alll ;!Ilill g 10 Jabuloll" 
l-ioJlywood, 10 Lo~ A11;:"'1.·.., Il."'all Park or Sallia -'Ionil'll. \\"ilh all IlwIr Yat·i"d allr;1t'lillll .. 1111.1 

'('I'\"il'(' III1'II'" f"(·ilili.· ,, . Pr('l'arali()ll~ \\('111 011 11l'~il~ all" al 1"lI ;! lh Ih ... Ja~ Ill' dl'l'arllll'" <:allllO. 
IJn <klohcr 26. ill l!roul''' of .fifl'·,·Il, with pad.. ,.. ("arhim·';. ;:'''' II Iai'j,,,. anfl ,·aha;!,;. IIII'll /·lillll,,·, '1 
illlo 11'111 :1.. " for th e rid .. III II." (](w\",.. Th(·\· Jil.·" "l' Ih !: g:all;:' "lallk. ((1111 tlO\\ 11 illin IIH' hllid 1'01' 
a,.~i;!Il111t'1I1 lullllllk", III a J(·w hO(H" II,,· -hip ;:a il.,tI alld llooll lilt' ,, 1H.ln ·~ or II ... lllil f'fl l a lt', fad", '1 
frUIll ..:i~hl. 

The " hil' wa" Ih4' J\T 5 Torl"t~ II". n -:\",,,·w";.!i;1ll ('al';!f1 n·~t'el \I ilh a <:al'laill and 1.'1""\\ l.f Ihal 
llalioll"lil~· . alld 111)\' "hal'l('n·(1 a i' an .·\rlll~ lr;(II"I'''1'1. HIII,·1' \\"'/"t' n"l"'~~ari 'l~r ,,(ri('1 bnl nfl"11 
irk ~O IlH'. \\ '-all'1: l'(lIII""II" and lift' 1'1"l'''''f\' ''r, \\' ( '1',' (·ani .. " al all lillll':' . B"al drill" \\.'n· ",,~"'"tial 
rotllil .... a.' WlIS Ih,' hbc,kOHI. '1' 111')"1' WiI ,- ~() II'" killu til' duly 1'01' all - (,I"all "I" ""I'III·jl~ \\ aII'll. g-llll 
('I"'\\". alld till' lik". Tlwrt· \\f'n' Itlll;! lill" ~ 1'111' lIlt' IWo 1111'"1,, ""1'\1'" ,Iail y :11 IIll.' llI" "~ hull . . A I ll1111 n 

"alUe ~,,"dwi..!l1'~ wilh Ih" ill""ilah'" " palll , S lcf' pill;! frtarl f' r~ \" ..... crowd..d_ th e Iwal \\l(,. llnp·I( ·",,
ani , "lid wil"hill~ ill ,.:alt "'<11.'1' "i".'o llra;!in~. '\f('11 I'la\.·" (·a ... l~ illl('rlllillaltl~ on "('''1,,: Ih ')' ",al 
ahuIII l"I'a"illl! or dIlZ;Il!!: tllt'y 1(',III1'd 011 lilt' rail alld !!az",1 ill I'lli' o,·,·all ":\'l'all;;I',-: Ihey""lelll'd 
hoxing lIIaldl"" and all' · lId.·" "ho\\"~ alld IllII"i,'''. 
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Loc&tca. at Camp Zndicott, Javisville, R. I. 
10 Jul 194:4 _ 3e.tte1 ion cO:;h\\issioneel. 

, Thom8.s, 103D, Davisville, R. I. 
21 }.ug 1944 _ De~)3.rted. Ce.ntp ]:ni\.icott, arrived. Ca.g> 

S' , CaUfornie.. ;~-:--
31' Aug 1944 Depart eel Camp ThoT:\B s for C13RD, Ca!'\}l Parks, no emal.{er , . .

4 Scp 194<-~ Arrived CBRD, Camp ?ar~s. Shoer;:aker, Californi.a. 


9 Sep 1944 ~ep3.rte~C3?~, C2~~ Parks, S~oemaker, Ca1iforni~ for ABD, Ca~ 

Rousseau, Port Huene~~, California. 

10 Sep 1944 ~ Arrived A3~, CeJ~ RouDseau, Port Ruene@8, Californi a . 

26 Oct 1944 Zac5.rkeel aOc2.rd U.S.A.T. Torrer.s fa- cversN'.S duty . 

11 Rov 19CA Arrived at I·rilne 3c.y, Gaffi2.dodo, Eri tis:' l·reH Guir..ea a nel elise;nbarkecl. 

17 l~ov 194"= ~::lb2. rke':' aJClz.rd U. S .A. T. Torrens for Ho11F..nd.ia, liu:1lo old t :En:", Dutch 
:l.-T6"T Guinea.• 

~-19 " ,I OV 1944 .:'...rriYeel ·a t .?-nc~ora.ge, l;!011ana.i2. , P.:u;"'lb old t Ef'.y:;- Dutch 1;elv Gui:!1~a.. 

29 Nov 19~4 Departed Holla::elia. for Se.ll ?eclro :E~y, Leyte, Philippine Isla.nd.!:. 

5 nec 19~4 Under Attack by ene~ ula~es. 


6 D~c 1944 
 .;'1'1' i'i ,,0.1 Sen ? sdro :3~~r. Lt?Yte, Phili:p:-ine I s l:--_::lds. Unc!.er i:'..tG~1! t~C'l t 
___ a. 'air 8. tt~{"'~sv • ',,' ..;" 11e -t ca :1.c~ore-5e. 

9 Dec .1.944 0 J~~2.rtec. S2.:1. ?ec..ro 32.y, Le:rte, Phil:7j."i_"'e_ 1s1a:1.':s"- .t:'or G·'·'·"n , S-.;;..:Ic.r,,J . J. "'_""",.. 

?hili~yine Isl~nis. 


9 Dec 19~ 
 Arrived G".liu2.n, SaL'ar P' 'I' , I . , ' ::1 ly;C1:1.e sl2.nds. 

10 De:: 1944 

4 Se:9 1915 

25 S e:; 
. ~ 

v·: ~ _ 

S:.;~. 

2 Oct 1945 

3 :'Tov 

_ 

3at:.:::.l ion 

20 iTov lS';5 ~ 
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