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28th C.P. (Specl 1) 

NOTe - Peart 
Am> - Hueneme 
Reaq Dat. 8 }.lq'44 
L ft ABD - 1st Sect. - 1., MqI44 2nd Sect. - 9 Jun'44 
Loca t1 on - "ea'" PeM-l- Har~ 1E'yte-)P.1IIP r 

~ 
4-22-44 - 28th (Sp) arriTed Hueneme from Peary 3) Apr'44. (Beet. Diap. 212030 NCR 31356 

trom Bu.eneme to addressees dtd 22 Apr'44) . 
5-32-44 - 18t Sect. of 28th (Sp) left A:BD 1" Mq'44. (WBK) - Left For ]'RAY. 
6-iU-'4 - One-balt of the ~ th (Sp) reported to 2nd Brig. ~ Mql44 and assigned to 20th Reg. 

(2nd Brig. 3rd End. dtd 29 Mey'" on Huenelll ltr NT4-59/P16-4. Ser 1282. dtd 
9 Mqt44 to OinO 28th (Sp) 

7-10-44 - 366 !lien and 13 offic era of the 28th (Sp) reported 29 ~ for duty with the ~tt. 
Reg. (20th Reg. report fo r May I 44) 


7-:a9-44 - 1 Jul' 44 report 0 f 28th (Sp) • operat1~ in P .E. area. 

S· 2-44 - The 3rd. Section of the 28th (Sp) was received by the 2nd Brig. during Jun 44. 


(2nd Brig. monthly report tor Jun'44) 

8-29-44 - 1 Aug'44 report of 28th (Sp) - locetion not et"lted. 


10-10-44 - 1 Sepl44 report of 28th (Sp) - location not atated. 
11-15-44 - ~he 28th (Sp) is aaa1gned to the 20th Reg. (OoIDserforpacflt S c. ltr 55-CKVi/apk. 

over Ser 001008 to ONO dtd 4 'R'ov'44) 
11-16-44 - The 28th (Sp) i8 located at Pearl Harbor. (Oom 14 Sec. Disp. to ONO 062243 NCR 

15886 dtd 11 Nov'44) 

28th 0'». (Special) 

.1-16-44 - 1 Oct l 44 report of 28th (Sp) - operating at Pearl Harbor. 
2-28-44 - 1 Nov'44 report of 28th (3p) - operating ~t P.R. and Honolulu. Renort endorsed 

by 20th Regiment. 
2-7-45 -- The 31st end 34t.."Il R ga and 28th (Sp) "'rill b outfitted a t Pearl-CD :rn:'l~rlor}rq p " rl 

Sec. dlsp to Dlrpacdocks San Fran ~()1)314 dtd 30 Jan'45). 
Z-10-45- 1 J 145 report ot the 28th (Sp) - No info on location. Report endorsed by 2C to 

Regiment. 
2- 1~45 - 2nd J3rg. ~ec . 1 t r S r, 082 d t d 27 Jan' 45 to OinC 28th ( ~~) - nrd r"'d t "") r oc":: ')n 

8hl~8 to a v r bally d signated pl~c. i n t h Pacific Free , Unon ~rrival t o r ~ort 
to the 2nd Erg. for duty. 

Z-13-45 - I Dec l 44 report of the 28th (Sp) - no info .?n location. Detachment of 50 nen 

reported. back to unit. 


" -14-45 --The 2Ath ( p) 1s available from P Aarl for aSOi"7\,!\fOnt; t ') ~ . . " ... ( ,In -:i .. ,.. 1 -r t.o 

(i. i9trib'~tion li t Ser. 00 9"~1"\ dtc1 3 "'.b'45) • . 

2-14-45 -0,):':0 rv7flt nllO<Jir"'s t r- lift t ~'l. 28th (Sp) i n -P"b'45 or fOllrly MP.r ' 4f> .(C. 1<) f'TV?fV 

S r., cUs" ()61001 to Com7flt dtd F; F b'45) . 
2-15-45 -C .ros rv7flt d eir B that the 28th (Sp) b~ shipof'd after 42nd CB ~f t (> fir'Jt .. :l 

quip-p d b tts from Pearl. P"'a.rl advis s that t h 28th (5p) i" ... :"Q'- f~)r lL' ti ;--. 
(Corns rv7flt S c, disp to Com7flt 062357 dtd 10 F...b'45). 


3- 5-45 - 1 Feb l 45 report of the 28th (Sp) - loc tion not given. Report end. by 20th ~p.g. 


3-8-45 - Comservpac ur~ntly requests ."signment of a CB (Sp) to replace the 28th (Sn) at 

Pearl H. (Comservpac Sec. diap to ONO 052043 Mar '45). 


4- 7-45 - The 37th (Sp) assigned P.B. to replace the 28th (&0) - to be mde ready nd out­

fitted by 1 Apr'45. (eND con! d1sp to Clncpoa Peerl and othera 171405 Mar 45) 




LOC tion - )a~r 28th (Sp) 
4-10-45 - The 28th (Sp) ie located at Samar.(Com7flt Sec. disp to Cominch 250756 ~~r·45). 
4-10-45 _ The 28th (Sp) reported 26 Mar'45. (Auth. OinC 2nd Brigade 3rd end. P16-4/OO1 . . 

aerial Pl?, dated 31 Mar '4S to Oine, 28th (Sp». 
4-20-45 - 1 Mer'45 report of 6th (Sp) AJ] Det. - 6th (Sp) AlB Det. will be returned to t e911 

Harbor upon arrival of 28th (Sp) at Tacloban. 
4-25-45 _ 28th (Sp) included in list of units deleted from 14ND. (Com14 Sec .A11'1!'1f.. _It;rer.l UC ~ 

13634 to Cll> dtd 10 Apr I 45) 
5- 1-45 - The 28th (~p) is 1oc~ted at Leyte-Samar area according to Comserfor7flt Sec ~e~ of 

1 Apr'45) . 
:1_ 8-45 - The 28th (Sp) is show enroute to Samar on the Di~cdocks S.F. Sec Hep of 15 . prJ 

5-16-45 - 1 __'45 report of 28th (Sp) - located. at Samar. 28th (Sp) embarked from Pearl on 
8 1Jar145 & die_barked at Samar on 27 Mar'45. 1 co. operating at Manicani &. 1 co. 
operaUDg .t PT-17 :Baae. lieport reouted .,.1. 2nd Brig. 

5-18-45 - 1 Mar'45 report of 28th (ap) - location not given. Report md. by roth Reg &: 2nd. 
BriC. 28th (Sp) ••cured tor to1'V&r4 mOTe u, OD 1" leb'45. 

6-19-45 - 1 Jun l 45 report of the 28th (.:ip) - located in Leyte-Satrer are~. ~At.t ~ e ",-Ed,.• ­
activitiea continue at GuiuRn, MEmicani Ie. And Pl'-17 Base . Rep/")rt vif 7th '" G. 

7-16-45 - 1 Jul '45 report o~ the 28t.h (Sp) - stevedoring a t GuiUEm. 1'lr·n iCAni "'nd :,!,-l -;;.,p. 

Report vie 7th Brg.
7-d?-45 - The 28th (dp) is located at Calicoan, Samar. Batt is atteched to t.e Ith Er_ -u· 

no Regiment. (CCT 7th FIt Sec re~ of June) 
d-l~'-45 - The 28th (Sp) is assigned to the Olympic Operation. (Com7flt conf renort on ,~ 

organization in Leyte-Samar areA eer 04296 dtd 26 July to ',NO) 

Ioc~.tion - ~ Yokosuka 28th (Sp) 

8- 31-.5 - CBs 83 . 96 &. 28th Jp report to respectiVA Gropacs \·then QPsiew tion .:. 

established. (Oomse~ c sec diap ~8045~ AU€145 to Gnd ~ 7th BriGs . 


9-18-45 - 1 >lent '45 report of 28th( Sp) • Loc$O ted fit "FruflT . t{eT)ort vi ~ 5"~r, :1. • ( -. t. 

Brig . 


10-8-45 - Comservpao desires to order the following units to 41st Reg.-90, 127. 13A & 38~ 
CBs, 28th(Sp). 31at(Sp) & CBMU 602. Comservpac requests 41st Beg. reeo~nd.ations 
as to whiah units should be for administrative control. Desire also 41st Reg . 
recommendRt ions for oonsol i dat ion of 38th CEo Sec. 3 & 31st{Sp). Sec. 3 with other 
units Yokosuka area to reduce personnel overhead. (Comservpac sec spdltr ser C037c5 
dtd 30 Sept l 45 to 41st Reg.).

10-15-45 - 28th (Sp) are requested to proceed on the USS Sea~l to a verbally deSignated 
looation in the Pacific area. (OinC j'O, Sama.r cont' 1tr eer 2653 dtd 24 Sept' 45 
to 28th(Sp»). 

10-24-45,. 28th(Sp)ishld. no.., have arrived Yokosuka a.board USS Sea. Quail. Reg RDO Samar R.l..vise 
Comservpec & BuPers if 28th(Sp) has arrived. (Comservpec restr TWX 231910 Oct'4fi 
to :suPers). 

10-30-46 - aath(Sp) arrived Yok6suka on 7 Oct l 45. (OinC, 41st Reg. restr disp 270142 Octl ~5 
to Oomser-.pao). 

11-ZO-45 - 1 Nov l 45 report of 28th(Sp) - location not stated. Report vie 41st RPg. This pI c 
includes the 1 Oct '45 report of 28th( Sp). This report states t he 28th( Sr.,) is in 
p~Qee8S of inactivation. 

11-26-45 - Comservpac requests Comfleact lvlty. Yokosuka. Japan to inactivate 28th(Sn). 
(Comservpac TWX 241958 Nov'45 to Comfleactivity, Yokosuka, Jp~pn). 



ON BOARD 

DATE OJ'FlCERS l:m!! .Al1THO ITT-1 Aug'44 33 1002 R & :BHPfi25 

1 & pt '44 33 1000 :0: tlZ;:, & . 'IE 
1 Oct '¥. 33 1019 B o.G5 & MoR 
1 Nov' J9 972 MoR 
1 Jan'4-i 34 10 MoR 
1 Dee'44 36 1019 fOr 

1 Feb'45 29 1037 MoR 
1 Mar'45 M 1078 Jfoa 
1 Apr'oi5 1077 1i 625 
1 Nq'45 33 1068 Mall 
1 Jun'4,S ~4 1064 MoR 
1 Jul l 45 32 103 Bm'625 B 
1 Augl45 30 1005 BNP625 &R 
1 Sept 45 932 BNP625' 1 Oct l 45 27 1029 BNP625 &: R 
1 Nov'45 5:;(3 BJ'IP6?R 

28th Oonstruction Battalion (Spec1al) (IN~CTIVATF~) 

Jr /~,. , . - " 
l~~~~~~~ ____________________~__ _ 



L c~tl~n - YokosukA 28th (3p) 

12-7-45 - 28th(Sp) was in;1ctivf.1ted on 26 Nov'4fi. (-Het B.pr. Itr aer 1108 "td <. r..... ' ~ 
Comgervpac) • 

INAC'l'IVATED 
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* * * * 
* PROLOGUE 

* Soon after the treacherous attack on Pearl Harbor, the idea was conceived by the 

Navy Department of forming construction units which would do all construction work* 
overseas that would arise from the exigencies of war. Less than a year later a bottle-neck 

* 	 developed in the unloading of ships which made it obvious that the Navy needed not 

only experienced builders but capable stevedores, as well. Hurriedly the "Special" Bat­

talions were formed. Their personnel consisting of some life-long stevedores, but in 

great part, of men who had never before been on a dock for a purpose other than board­

ing a ship or fishing. 

These battalions came through in the best traditions of the Seabees and the U. S. 

Naval Service. From Port HUC'lleme, California, to the Philippines, from Davisville, R. 1., 

to Burma. The "Steve-bees" have, in full battalions, detachments and units, performed 

miracles in speed of loading and unloading supply ships. 

The 28th Special Naval Construction Battalion is typical of the fast-working, efficient 

stevedoring ourfirs that have done so much to facilitate the logistic angle of the war ef­

fort. At Pearl Harbor it received commendations for its speed and capability, for its 

record-breaking handling of all possibie manner of cargo. In the Philippines it cOl1Li::lll'd 

its excellent work. Soon after Y-J day the battalion moved to Japan, where it was decom­

missioned. 

When the 28th Special landed at the Philippine Islands, it found nothing in the form 

of living quarters waiting for them. A camp had to be built from scratch and there 

was no one around to do it but the stevedores themselves. The men fell to the iob with 

a vengeance, determined to prove their versatility. Following in the footsteps of a Con­

struction Battalion, they built a camp that was generally conceded to be among the best * 
on the island_ 

It is to these lllen who have sweated on the docks through all hours of the day and * 
night; who have outdone themselves in an unaccustomed construction job that this * 
book, the story of thcir lives in the 28th Special, is respectfully dedicated. 

* 
** * * 



III March 1944, the 28th Special was merely a group uf 

men in training, making their homes in quonset hurs in Area 

A·I(), Camp Peary, Va. The personnel were following ;'I 

rigid course of instruction in all phases of battalion activity 

and every waking hour was a busy one. 

Rut on one occasion each and every officer and man in the 

group fell out together, prepared for the same funcrion. T[ 

was commissioning day, the day when the 21:1th would be· 

come an official battalion. In the regular Navy, the cere· 

many is performed by a woman, who breaks a boule of 

champagne over the bow of a ship and sends it down the 

ways. But you can't break a botde on a Seabee battalion . 

The Can·Do boys start their carcers with a dress parade, fol. 

lowing which they receive the official flag. 

The 28th Special had spent two full days preparing for 

the occasIOn. Four times the personnel had trudged rhe twO 

miles between A·tO and Bolles Field, had sro d inspccrion 

and paraded until they w\!n: so weary that their pieces rook 

on the wci-ght of a cannon. The third day was "id" The men 

donned dleir dr'-55 blues, boots, pea coats and white hats, 

shined their shllcs and shouldered their '03' 5. Then the 

marched the two miles once more and w.:nr through the 

whole process again" but now there was to be no ne)-;t time. 

Thcy SCl)od at rigid attention while C Jprain James G. 

Ware, Commanding Officer of the base gave them the onc~ 

over. They passed in rc\'i,'w-and rhell Lt. Commander Sun· 

gals, Offic~r in Charge ,)f rite 28th Special, received rhe 

colors while Lil'utcnanr \Vbisman. E)(eClltiVC Officer, was 

handed the hattat illll flag by Mrs. \Xlhisman. 

The 28th Special LT. S. N aval Construction Battalion was 

launched. 
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The commIssIoning revIew that was held at 

Camp Peary was the first for the 28th Special, 

bur not the last. No sir not b)' a long shot. At 

Moanalua Ridge. where the ba ttalion had Its 

camp while at Hawaii. a large drill field was set 

up, very easily' accessible to the ourn t. It was used 

un four separate occasions for dress parades. 

Before e:lcll review was held, the entire. battalion 

fell out for practice. ivlan y times over. tht men 

would. repeat the process of lining up, preparing 

for inspection, and passing in review. Ir became 

~omcthif1g of a rc mine-a ~outine ~wer which 

many griped and ccunplaincd. Yl~[, 111 spIte oj 

this, each of the 28th's reviews was top.notch . 

TIll" first review was strictly a battalion func · 

tion . The men dressed in white uni forms, with 

boots and .::arbint:5 and p:\sscd before the eyes of 

the Officer in Charge. They had had litde instruc. 

rion, 'cr they came through in g rand fashion . 

Th" S('cond rel·iew was held on the occasion of 

the presentation of a medal to olle o f the men . 

The third review was held b order of Commo· 

dore Perry. thell ill charge of all Seabee units in 

d'll' Hawaiian area. It was the most import-lilt oi 

them all. And ~he lP.th Special. keeping in step 

with til(' tradition of finc· work which the men 

had established for ir, rC:lII ~, hir rhe jackpot. Be. 

l' :llIS" the repon of the Commt.xlore on the entire 

occasion contained this gr.idc: 4.0. In other words, 

per/.' <I! 
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The men of rhe 28rh Special will prob­

ably never forger rhe dress parades rhar 

were held in Hawaii. They will recall how 

they griped abour ~oiling a clean uniform 

for just rwo hours' use, abour wearing 

boors and abour being careful lIor to 

srreak those highly polish,·d shoes_ They 

will also remember how, on each occa­

sion, ther wenr our on rhe field, dcra­

mined to ger ir ova with as quickly as pos­

sihle, ~t:r giving rheir all during rhe acrual 

prcadure_ 

\'V'as ir pride for cll l' battalion and its 

record uf achievement? 

Was ir the sight of aU men parading as 

a unir? 

The men will also remember rhar the 

28rh Special did nor have a band of irs 

own when rhe fl rst review came around. 

A band was borrowed from a neighbor­

ing batralion, which played ' 'The Mis­

souri W altz" over and over again unril 

the Officer in Chargc had inspecrcd all 

flv" companies. That remained an objeer 

of humor for man subsequenr days. 

T ak.: a look a t rhe pictures n rhese IUld 

rhe preceding pages. Gaze d i ce rningl ar 

the individual fac~s ill rhe group and see 

how each man is srriving (Q look his besr, 

wan ring his group to top rhe others in 

appearance. Resulr: the battalion was raps 

in appearance. Individual effort for the 

belldlt of the group-demo.::racv at work. 
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The 28th Special's third n:vlcw was held on the occasIOn 

of the presentation of the Nav~' and Marine Corps Medal to 

Murray Reiss, SK3c. of Compan}' B; who not long L,,:fore, 

had risked his life to rescue a drowning soldier from the 

surf at one of Oahu's beaches. Commodore Par}, mad ... the 

prl'scn ta CIon. 

Prior to l'fnbarking for the Philippine Islands, til(' 28th 

Spl'cial had an inspecti~m that cannot be called a dress pa· 

rade. because the uniform of the day was greens. It can be 

called an embarkation inspection. The men fell OUt widl full 

infamr>' gear and withstood the piercing appraisal of Com· 

mander Sun!,lals. Looking at the picture in the upper left· 

hand corner, it is impossible to tell that l'ach man is bowing 

under the weight of the pack, that necks are strained under 

heavy helmets. Their fect were dragging. but when the order 

"Am:nrion" was given. the aggregation of stevedon·s. truck 

drivers. electricians, veomen, etc., became as militan·.lookiug 

a bunch of Scabccs as ever snapped on a field pack. 
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READY ON THE RIGHT? 


Perhaps, the part of military training that the men of the 28th Special en­

joyed was that which dl::llt with ordnance. As stalcd pn'viously. thl'\' had 

learned how to srrip a carbine while at Camp Peaf)' and had fired for an offi­

cial Navy score on Peary's range. The\' had also worked the butts_ pulling 

targets and pasting the linle holes left in them h~' the bullers nred by their 

mares. You can see this heing dOIh' ill rhc lower righr hand comer of the 

page. In rhe lower left corner. a group is replacing shanercd rargers wirh 

new ones. 

Before leaving Hawaii thr. men had anorhn oppMtunit . to nre their (ar­

binI'S. In rhe shadow of Oahu shill. rhe\, shor from all positions. checked 

once mor' the line-up of their sights. Y es, the men enjo 'cd this part of tht'ir 

military training, but they paid for it. The c\·cning aher thc fun saw them 

cleaning their pieces. preparing for thc inevirahle inspection. Most of th m. 

however thought it was worth the tfouble. 
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y (lU can fir~ from any of four acc~pted positions. 

The easiest position, ir's said, is the prone. You lie. 

nn YOU t stomach and rest your elbows on the deck. 

Up nbove, you sec a gruup uf men of the 28[h Spe­

cial, lined up and firing from this position . Each has 

a dir~ct()r, who checks his form <lnd helps him along 

in an} orher way ntcelisary. The spirit of coopera­

lion, (lnce again. 

M(lsr (If the men hit the bull"s eyc conrinually from 

this position, bur ir's a diffcr~1lt slllrr whell they 

srand lip. From this srance, rhe targc( looks as if ir's 

h;mging by a srring. 

The men below arc counting ammunition. A car­

bine clip rakes fifrecn .30 caliber rounds and brucher 

- Ihat's all yOll get. The Navy doesn't like to have 

(''i[fa ammunition lying arollnd . 
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• • • w o R I N 

It is altogether obvious that the main function of a special 

Seabee battalion is stevedoring. That func:rion is the heart of 

the audit. Yet a heart requir~s veins to supplr it with blood 

so that it can cont!nue beating. You will see the veins in this 

~ecticn. They may look like pictures to YOll, but they repre· 

sent operations that actually are ven,)mous in character. 

The stevedores do their work on ships at t'he docks. These 

men must be fed , they must havr proper washing fa· 

cilities, they must have light, they must hav!" clean clothing. 

~heir pay must be attended to, th"ir records must be kept up 

to date, and so on right down the line. 

One full compan}' and pans of each of the other com· 

panies perform these functions. It is the job of the men se· 

lected for these tasks to sec that they are performed effi. 

ciently and for that reason, those selected for specific jobs 

are men who have been trained or qualified strikers who arc 

learning. 

The 28th Special has established a fine record for itself in 

the cargo handling department. It has 'kept up with this 

policy in irs administrative and maintenance deparrments, 

the personnd of which can say truthfuHy that it has served 

the battalion well. 

Supply has outdone itself in its jar. of procurement. Per· 

sonnel has established something of a record in speed of 

handling transfers. rrrates and discharges. The Medical. Dc· 

partment has sucCl'eded in keeping the men healthiC( than 

would ordinarily be expected in :i group of over a thous:\rod 

men. Ship's Service has been invaluable with its score, 

laundry, tailor, etc. The Electric Shop did more than its 

share by supplying lighting for recreation facilities. 

There is another side to the slory as rl'prescrmd by the 

Carpcm~r Shop, dll' Paint Shop, [he Welding Shop, etc. The 

specialists in these departments arc mpp/cmclltillg the work 

done by tht stl'vedorcs. Transportation takes the laner to and 
from th~ dccks. Th,' rigging loft attends [0 the linc and 

wire so necessary to .::argo l1andling. 



H o u R s 


This story could go on and 011, unceasingly. But 

why say more? Just look through this section of pic. 

tures and see these men at work. Keep in mind the 

analogy of heart and veill . Remember [hat the men 

)'Oll see are specialists in their parricular lines of work, 

when ~'Oll rurn the page. 

performing their functions for and in conjunction wi th 

the stevedores. There you have the basis for a collec· 

tive, . cohesive unit such as the 28th Special has been. 

Th" Stt'vcdon~s themst:!ws tllrned to the maintenance 

fiel d in the building of quonset huts, as you will sec 



A quonset hut, as YOll probably know, is a 

pre-fabricated affair, arranged in sections so 

that all you have to do is PUt it together like 

a jig-saw puzzle. Oh yeah? If you really think 

so, try it sometime. Just take hold of some of 

the sections and tr}' to make something out of 

them. You'll soon discover that it isn't as cas}' 

as it looks. 

And now, look at the boys in the pictures on 

this and the next pages. They're purting quon­

sets together. Construction men? Nope. Steve­

dores-yes, stevedores. 

Here's the story. The 28th Special landed in 

the Philippine Islands and found that the only 

living space waiting for them was a plot of 

ground, covered with coral and palm trees. The 

men moved into pup tents-but they didn't 

like pup tents, especialty in the rain. So some 

stevedores went down to the ship and un loade.d 

quonset hut parts; and some other stevedores 

took t.hose pans and started building. Very 

few of them knew anything about constructing 

quonsets. Some of them had watched others do 

it and a few had instruction books. 

Welt, it took them a while to build the first 

one. Bur. they learned b\' ('xprrienct< and cllr 

the time on the next one and shortened it on 

the next and so on and so on unti I those steve­

dores had built an entire quonset hut area. The 

mess halt plans called for three warehouse 

quonscts, two 0 f them end m end and one 

alongside. That didn't stop them. The}' just 

slapped huts together, cut holes in them when 

they had to, added and subtracted parts. 

When the stevedores finished, they had built 

thernsl'ives an area that should stand for a 

long, long time. And as long as it docs, it will 

remain a monument to the men who didn't let 

a little thing lih inexperience stand in their 

way, who, nor 0111)' rhoughr rhey could do it, 

but did.' 



ITINERARY OF THE 28TH SPECIAL NAVAL CONSTRUCTION BATTALION 

(APRIL 1944 	- NOVEMBER 1945) 

Ca. 1 April 1944 -- The 28th Special Naval Construction Battalion 
(NCB) was commissioned at the Naval Construction 
Training Center (Camp Peary), Williamsburg, Virginia. 
Lieutenant Commander Peter Sungals, D-M, USNR, was 
officer-in-charge. 

Ca . 15 April 1944 -- The 28th Special NCB, consisting of approximately 
28 officers and 1010 enlisted men, entrained at 
Williamsburg for travel to California. 

20 Apri l 1944 -- The 28th Special Battalion arrived at the Advance 
Base Receiving Barracks (Camp Rousseau), Port Hueneme, 
CA. At Hueneme the battalion was outfitted for its 
overseas assignment . 

17 May 1944 	-- The 1st section of the 28th Special Battalion, consist ­
ing of 13 officers and 366 enlisted men, departed from 
Hueneme for the Pacific Theater of Operations. 

23 May 1944 	-- The 1st section arrived at Pearl Harbor, Territory of 

Hawaii, and reported to the Second Naval Construction 

Brigade. 


9 June 1944 	-- The remainder of the 28th Special Battalion left 

Hueneme for the Pacific. 


Ca. 16 June 	1944 -- The 2nd section arrived at Pearl Harbor. 

January 1945 Lieutenant Commander Sungals was promoted to commander. 

8 March 1945 The 28th Special NCB boarded the U.S.S. Lavaca (APA-180) 
for transportation to the Philippine Islands. 

26 March 1945 -- The 28th Special Battalion arrived at Samar, the 

Philippines, and reported for duty. 


September 1945 -- Lieutenant William J. LaCoste, CEC(S), USNR, 

replaced CommanderSungals as officer-in-charge. 


Late September 1945 -- The 28th Special NCB boarded the U.S.S. Sea Quail 
and sailed for Japan. 



ITINERARY OF 28TH SPECIAL NCB 2. 

7 October 1945 -- The battalion arrived at Yokosuka, Japan, and 
and reported to the 41st Naval Construction Regiment. 
At Yokosuka the 28th Special's principal task was to 
help rehabilitate the naval base there for the occupation 
forces. 

14 November 1945 -- The 28th Special NCB was decommissioned at 
Yokosuka, Japan. 

Prepared by 

NAVFAC Historian's Office, 

April 1990 
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