
 

“Construimus, Batuimus” 
“We Build, We Fight” 

18th Special Naval 
Construction 
Battalion    

Historical  
Information 



(1st Sect1on)18t~r~ Snecial 
Jate organization 

~/;'1k1 

}~;4'f 


I ! ~ 

--­.< 

18th a,B. (Sp) 

NOTO - PearT 
ABO - Davisville 

Ready Dat. - 1 J an'44 

Lett ABD - 4 Apr'44, 

Loeation - Jaaa-Ja'~ 


leG 
.1-27-48 - OBO ordera tran.ter ot tbe 18th (Sp) about 4 Dec t 43 to ABD Davlaville. (ONO 

cont. dhp. 271309 NOR 3643 trom CliO to 'PearT dtd 2"1 Wov ' 43) 
4-15-44 - 18th (Sp) 1.t Seat. let t ABD 4 Apr'44. ( WBK ) 
8- 1- 44 - 1 J ul ' 44 r eport ot 18th ( Sp) - no info a8 to l ocation. 
8-29-44 - 1 Aug'44 report of 18th ( Sp) - no i nfo aa t o l ocation. 
9-26- 44 - Otficers and men detaohed to SerTiee Squadron 10 tor dut7 as reliet to Sections11 - fU. ot the 14th ( Sp).- (Oont. Itr trom Comsertorpac Ser 55-HCB/tnt over 

16~/OO/)IJ( OTer Ser 9813-P dtd 13 Sep to OinO 18th (Sp) 
0-10-44 - 1 Sep'44 report ot 18th (Sp) - no info a" to location. 
.1-15-44 - The 18t h Bp. 18 on TjJ) in a torward move aDd 18 asdgned to BANOB. (Comserfo rps.c­

tlt See. ltr 55-C%.'1/apk OTer Ser 001008 to CWO dtd 4 Nov'44) 
1-21-44 - 1 Oct '44 repor t of 18t h (Sp) - Batt vas 8.~red from work at P.R. docks on 1 2 Sep 

md was in transit until lOot '4A. 
2-28-44 - 1 Nov ' 44 report ot 18th (Sp) - B tt in transit 8 da7a in Oot'44. Repo rt endo r sed. 

b~ 20th Regiment. 
2- 7-45 _ 

1 Jan l 45 report ot the 18th (Sp) - No int o on location. Repor t endorsed by 
the 20th Regiment. 

Seabee Museum
Declassified



Location _ ~i .,an Pedro Bay 18th ell (Special) 

2-13-45 - 1 Dec l 44 report of the 18th (5u) - located ~t Ulithi A;oll ~d i s connected 
with COMSERVOON TEN. 

3- 5-45 - 1 Feb ' 45 report of the 18th ( 3p) - locption not eiven. Re . ort ena.c raea b~ . 1 

Reg. 
5-4-48 - 1 Apr'45 report of the 18th (Sp) - location no\ ginn. Report rou" Tia 3:lth Reg & 

W~~ _ 
5- 8-45 _ The 18th (Sp) is lOCAted ~t Ulithi. (Dirpacdocks S.F. sec Rep of 15 AprI 4~ \ 

&-14-45 - 1 ""45 report of 18~(Sp) - location not given. Report routed via 20th Reg. 

5-1~ - 1 Kar'45 report of 18th (Sp) Sect.l-located at Ulithi. Received 25 men from Gom8erO)) 
10 dur1Dg l'eb'45. !lepert end br roth Rf'g & 2nd Brig. 

5-~3-45 - The 18th (Sp) Sec 1 is hereby netached from the 20th Reg and 2nd Bre . The C1n~ 
18th (~) See 1 will report by 1tr to ComservonTen. The unit ~ill cont inue its 
present assignment under the operational ~nd aDm control of Comaeron~en . (~o~­
servpac conf 1tr ser 02136 dtd 5 May I 45 to oirie 18th (Sp) Sec. 1) 

6-6-45 - Comservpac desires trpnsfer of 1/2 18th (Sp) to Pe1eltu to relieve Sec 1 of the 
17th (~p) and to return ~ntire 17th (Sp) t o P.R. wher~ the batt will stage. It 
i9 requested that 6 Logistic Supnort Cos be made ava11 able t o ~~mgervpp~ . ~ ~J 
be ordered to report to COID servon 10 AS relief for the lA th ( 'p), G t o b e orderp 
to Comservon 10 El l'! relief for the 17th ( ;)p) Sec G,and 2 to b~ ordered to ~I)mse:'v"''' 
10. (Oomservpac 4th end dtd 18 May'45 to 18th (9p) Itr se r 55-45 dtd ~ M~rl 4fl 

6-15-45 : 1 Jun l 45 report of the 18th (Sp) - Bat t woved from U1ithi on 25 ~?y FnC ar rived 

At its present advance b se, San Pedro Bay, Philipplnels. on ~8 MP$ 14~ . 


Loca.tion - San Pedro Bay. PelaUu 18th (Sp) 

?-18-45 - 1 Jul'45 report of the 18th(Sp) - location not given. One advance Echelon of 1 offer 
&. 6 men vas lent to Pelellu on 28 Junl 45 on TAD guarding and maintaining equipment 
fOJ'llei'lT beloD81ng to the 17th (Sp) beag held in custodT br Navy Base for the 18th 
(Sp) pending arr iTal of remainder of the Batt at that base. 

1-21-45 - 1 Aug' 46 renort of the 18th( Sp) - located a.board APL 14 at Tae1oban. Logistics unl t 
1607 & 609. which are to relieve the l8th(Sp) of its duty wi th the Ammo Sec of 
ComSerDiv 101 on completion of their training. arrived 25 Jul'45. The 2nd advance 
echelon consisting of 1 offor and 6 men departed for Pe1eliu on TAD ordere on 9 July 
arriving a.t Peleliu on 12 Jul'45. to eu~lement 1st echelon for duty in gup.rding and 
maintaining gear and eqpt consigned to this batt by the l7th(Sp). 

LO-3-45 - 1 SaIt l 45 renort of 18th(Sp) - located at Pe1e1tu. 
0-18-45 _ 1 Oot l 45 rep~rt of 18th(Sp) _ located at Peleltu. Report via 5th Brig. ;~~h(SP) 

repor ted for duty a t Peleliu on 3 Sept ' 45. 14 Septl45, IBth(Sp). Detach,..,'. wa s 
detached from 18th(Sp) for nuty at Ulithi. Caroline Is. Consisted of 5 o. ficers & 
168 men. 56 men transferred to U.S. for discharge under the point system • 

.1-21-45 _ Oomservpac is requesting Commarianas to inActivate the 18th(Sp). (Comaervpac 
210026 Nov'45 TWX to Oommarianaa) • 

.1-28-45 _ 	1 Nov l 45 report of 18th( Sp) _ located at Pelel1u. rleport via 5th Brig. l 8t h( ~ ' J ) 
continued to be divided in two sections. the per~nt organiza t ion consistinpo~ 
Hdqtrs. Co. ~ one ste~edore company serving at Peleliu & a detRchment con sis tinE 
of one stevedore co. gerving at Ulithi. 36 men tran~ferred to U.S. for a. sch~rpe . 

Inacttvation is expected to take place on 1 Dec . 145. Plans call for t he remo val of 
the detachment at Ulithi to Pelel1u dMing the early -cart of l~ov. 



Location - Sen Pedro Bay. Feleltu 18th (Sn) 


lA-7-45 - Comservpe.c reas CommpriAIlPs to inr'ct.ivAte 18th( 3D) 0 (Co::1Servn"'c e,j 9 ·;9.n· 2. J, v' -;" 

to Comm~rienas)o 

12-14-45 - 1 Deo'45 report of IBth(Sp) _ located at Peleliu. 3eport vir "ith .Br1E: 0 T' ·c 3 
detachme-nts of 18th( Sp) cot'lbinpd at Pelel1u when det:!ci'unent "All ret,u.r!led f!'~I:! 
Ulith1. 52 men r turned to FeIe11'1 on 5 11ov I ~5 & he rema n inP' 1O~ r.I!='D rr"i v ~d ..,n 
10 Nov'45. 117 men trFln~fp:rrp to U.S. for dischPrge. On 8~ Noy'45 t!-_e ~r;tt 
Logi~tic Support Coo arrived to relieve this b tt . 

1-31-46 - hCom Peleliu to COmMA "" !!.n~!'l 3000'J56 l:ov ' 45 disD stat s t hat t1;e l-+,h( 3p, 'Ii"'­


inacttvpted an 1 Dec ' 45. (Dir'espacdocks cent r pt dt~ 10 Jan' 46) 0 


OinO - lot. Hugh J-. Carpenter 
Exec Irt'.fj"g-) JaD185 11. ~ll_ 0 

L""t";tjg' Lewis W. "Hal~ 
r.t •(ji!) le u",e, P. Q'tlara £I-..t. 
b~ . (jg) 9c)1~ L. Williamatit 
Bus. j1eft J , Jelms&n~ 
i IIIB. kt.la.u C. Sta.9f4..1 
ilsa. Vie'8~ ge~ek I~ 
~•• (jg~ Eiva.' Aae'l~ 
., i Wlle... g. Heerea 

-. 
Carp. Loa ~. Keppie 
Ly. Geor ge M. Smith 
Ens. El bert E. Souders 

lNACTIV~ED 
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CEO USUR - / -:u' 'C:.­ Off. Men To t al 
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This Seoti on of the 18th ($neoial) disbanded . ajority of officers 
or dered to as Det . l036(Sp)~ and the r est going into the 1st ~ec~i n 
of the 18th aB (Sp) . 

ON 'ROARD 

DATI ontCERS ~ 
30 J un '44 15 499 
1 Aug'44 16 4811 Sep '44 16 475 
30 Sepl44 4()7 

1 Oct'44 16 407 
1 llov'44 19 402 
1 Jan l 45 19 500 
1 F b'45 20 496 
1 Mar I 45 19 514 
1 Apr' ''5 17 lill 
1 ....,145 17 &4 
l'.'1UD"U 17 a 
1 Jul l 45 17 490 
1 Aug'45 19 476 
1 Sept'45 19 287 
1 Oct'45 19 411 
1 ~f'45 17 371 

AUTHORITY 


Recap. 

11 & MoB 

MoR 


Reoap 
MoR 
Moa 

MoR 
11& ·~oR 
B& Mo.iL 
Koll 
Moll 
mtP625 & R 
~NP625 & R 
~NP625 &: R 
BNP625 & R 

~%~~ ,.\ 

__18th Oo~.truCt1oll ~attal1oll (Speciel ) _ l-M-S1Jc't . (INACTIV ED) 



I 
It was July, 1943. The nr had bean in progress a1­

___ ---- most four years. Amanca was in. The Senbeoa hod nl:rendy 
-:-7if:;'; ;,:-:; distinguishod t)ltllDse1ves on mD.ny fronts. More Vlere nocd­!I' )n...::"':: ~'.~~ . ,~, ed. From all over the country they wore converging UPOD 

:}1;~~·~:·· 3-~ Camp Poary, Virginia. Tho 18th Special WDS beiM born 
. ' ........\, ~~l'Y 'c.''1. .. ~ in recMli.ting st.ntions from Wo.shington to Florida, from 

r: ,~_ ('0:":" _/' >~.:: k.~~ Vemont to Mexico. By the end of August our men vero hit-.· 
,~~.(, ( . ,~ .' .,~'~- J,1l" ", \~,\ ting the deck or marching in evel"'J o.reD. under C~p~ill
I rl ,I ) }.9: ~ I ~~Ql'Ol S command. Their hair flOS gone;serum ron T/here once 

I ' ./ ~.~!( .~«..i.~ ,J." hnd trick10d civilian blood; Artio1os for the Govormont 
I I \..;;y.}~.~" \. \ ~ the No.vy poundod in their heads. Conf'u8ton fillS the on; 
. ! I \\\!..' , L, r-Vl thing they c"'u1d be suro of. "Everything will bo okny 
\}I l, I ~: lit: w"( ) \~?en you ("ot illto 0 battalion" was the only slog:ln tbot 

: ! ; '/i\\" W ~ve t.hCll ony ht')pe. 
I ~'~'I j~ . " ,\ \. .;~) t :~' ~ ../ Ft')ur nooks of Boot. NO\'1 the batt.a110nl They ~d' spo­

.~.\ [~c;,~\ ~1~' . ' km:l tnt) snon, fer nfter thoir Jl(lDIOS in tho final ; austori~~ ) '~~J".:\ :.: :~. ~,,( was Q neo.t "Special Assignment" or ItReplnooJllontll • A-2,D-l 
~ ~~ ·, ~ "1,P'B-2, 3, 4: ot')de letters tbrlt TlleIlnt Wainwright, K.P. ,Goord'.~1 )Jr' :: I 
"!.~ r I Duty, Schnol,- woiting. So this was ".,rldng at y"ur own 

" I I \): ,~ltrnde! SWBlDPS, wnrni-outting, mad-building, pnts end pr.ns 
• .} . / /(j'" ,,-~"Q11 l'Ocoived tho aHentinD nf tho futuro stevedoros. -­
~~ I. I~ ' L' ':'I..., , ~ ~J:l They loo.lmOd 0.11 a.bout Mo.stors at Arne there, u,,,.

.\ \I;/P. ;, -'it/'I .. I IV ~\ '-, '" - .> """, 
~-. " Tncn at lo,st it.'CaJIlo. ~or o.tching the bullotin bn~rd ~~ ~ 

for ''Jooko there it ~QS~ Assigned to.. tho leth Speoia1 Do.ttll- ~,-,~. 
lion. On Mondo.y, Septemb~r 29, 1943 ovor ~ thouiand potential "~~",,, '. 
Sooboo horoes I!l"vod into tho Quttnsot huts ,.r A .. 9 ~ begin ~ ~' . >:. ~ 
ndvt'.nood troining. On TuosdQy a ho.ndtu1 f'tt .~orines took>nver ~ t) ~"" :~ .~ ........: 
tho horoes nnd pointed out hC"lf muoh 01vil1nn thoy still hnd ~ ~ .-;~ . . ~ . . 
1n thorn. But ill throe veelaJ thor wero slow1,. beoton in~ s~r:e- ~")~ '-~ 
thing rosombling l!li1itnry sbO-pe. Close order drill, hilma, ox- ~~((' ~ 
tended ordor, probloms, cCClpD.1I7 troZlt (Will Y"'u ever f"rget ..... 
thnt dust?), nod \'/henovor the opportunit1 oftored, Q, brisk run 



\. c c· \ \."­
~ \ .... 

~ 

~ ,.. ...-I. 
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-

'5\~ _ n 
ave"" t.he obstacle course. And lot's not overlnok~~ I . ( _ . .' .. . 

j;ba:t p1eaaaDt. ·day in t he Jaaell River when wo pla~ t ( IP-~~ ~ ~ . 
ed commando. /1 l ') . ~.., __. ~~f/3)

\) / • ~ . ' c 

"haIl ordered to represeut the Seabees in th~ '/te ' . "/ 8 ~J/. ~ ~J~ ~
October 27th Navy Day parade in Williamsburg, tl!8 . , ~ .......- i 

18th Spoe1al provod it could pros8Jrl; • milital'Jl' '"\..~ .r.- .J)~ r~ JJ\j:) . 
appea.rauce. That company front never look.ed bet~r-""-l" ( ~.,/ ~ . \ 

~ Y \ 
Duri. Dg most of Novatber +he milltary was set d r;::') ./ /1\ 

adde and every mond.llg at 0700 t.be men of the 00:;- /~A 
tallon 1!\'iistored f or many typos or technical t rain- - ~__ 
1ng .chools. guDDGl'JI'. rof'riga....tion. Dies.u. wl...,,-,\,/ ./ \ - -=:::: ~~~ 
and ropo spl icmg, tanks ond mosts, 1!tosquito oon~. \~ \ ~~' - . ....,~ 
trol, camouflage, ccmnmicat1ons, etc.Bwz» ato1roc!oN '-. "C\ 66 ~d 
OB's rnuDt htlvo men fnmilillr ldth JllQIJ7 abilit ies.-- .......... ,...:7".", 
But it wna the- stevedore t1'flining ship tbnt hnd the ~ 
1!Iost students . Tbore, night qDd da,., our moo p:rac- ~ '" 
tised tho trade that would be theirs rOT the durn.. ~ "\. 
t i on. And llhon "'00 cnurso wos over the ins truetora .J) _~ 
agrcod tlIId so roport.od thnt tho lath Special \1l1S ~ 

:'to~·t ste1lOdoro battalion they bl!d tro1ned to ---r/~~ 
0" tho !loming o~ W".....oor 2nth -.. tho .....",t ~ .... hod been worldllg. Ron...ed 

by' COl!lll1Q,,'1dor RODsfal'd c.nd his Didos, the l.8th Special Nawl ConstructioJl Bott.nlion rccoived its 
eo1ol'P nnd stc.ndnrd. i!o wore eCJnlliss10ned ond rendy'. 

But first --Oh Hopw Day! - tbo.t ton dllya flT'IbDrbtion le4vo. The retul'll to B 5-6 J)r111 IftlD. 
wn& nnt II pnrieular:q hoPP1' one, but"bon we am vod the uc~ temont chongo eV()~hiDl.Coapau1e8 
B and D hr.d boon f (\n!lcd inu, DotllcmODts l.O34 nnd 1036. Cl"llllponios A, C nnd H~dqUf1rteTS bnd be­
c~ tho 18th Special N.C .B. J llIId DOrl do)" very happily ontminod rnr ABO , Ooop Tht:llDos, DLlvis ­
villo, Rhode Isl.nnd.· In t.hnt first chnngo 90 Ins t well-respected nfficers nnd mnny frionds. De­
tnc~ents 1034 ruld 1036 1l01'O ~ porf'n!T' mer1toC'rinus C4rgn-bo.ndling j ",be in adwlJcc..41'OO8. Twn 
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officors we l'OfIlOJllbor pc.rt1oulo.r~ arc Ct'1'I1mander Arthur, our tint Oi~, who wont ttl tho 19th . 
Spacial, and Ohnplo.lIl Beman Ibloy, whf.' in our short six weeks i1:J A-9 bead ondoa.red hitlself t<­
us all. COIm'ID:Ildor Arthim's oxocut1w ,..rncer, Lieutenant B.J. Co.rpentor, hnd 000"'1'113 ~ur new 
otn.cer in Cbo.rgo nnd Uout. (jg) G. L. Lytle his oxcc,·tivo officer. 

"0 a.rr1'VOd i n Dnvinillo a.t, 0400, DecEmber 4th. Fr-r 'm1'..ny 6f t.he boys it vcs the fi rst. eJ[­

perJ.onco with Now Eugland riutor. Too,. were dost~d t'l speDd tiw months loo.ming o.bout . it. 
Tho bus drivers mm; BOOn cn.l11ng us 18th StatiolJ Fnroe, .....hen tho,. lcnew wboro to drop us , for 
duriJ:JI thoso five 1lOIJths wo tlOWd nrmmd tho caqp a1% t imea. One or those !'lOftS wns i.Dto .•tbe 
StID VI111ey rdlito.ry troWng aroo.. It l.o---ked like tho real. t hiDg tha.t week: rl no ra.ngo ~ get 
'Used to tho new- cnrb1nos, ocDCliticm1ag bibs, fiold 1!1Gnouwrs, end at thD eDd nf tho woek,­
Roatrlctiou. But it VU8 anotbo1- false alnrm and back we vont ~ Cnap ~s to wnrk. 

Agnin cOI!!I!Iolldlltion. A crov ('It ClUJ" valdors did such oxcolloJlt ""'rk OD 4 lnrge b~so Prr'joct 
tblt tho omcor .in cborso mlIltod to mop tho ~OD. .\ Cl"fnr (I f rmr ho4vy oquipr101lt nOD woro ('per­
a.t1JJg t nlckB, crnnoa, ond bul1-dt"aors ('In j"be t.l1rnugbout t..be stetioD. We had boon r...und dopeD­
do.bla. But our ohior C('Dtribut.inn duriag thNiIB five lInllt.bs wcs stowd~r1ng nn tho ABD d~ck.Put.­
ting in~ opcrnU"ft under a.ctual Cl"nclitiClDS tho less"'D8 loc~d OD the Penry tmining ship C'ur 
gGJJ18 wnr kod nroUDd tho cl "'ck t "'r IIOwral ""Dtbs t ... koop the C4rgo M"~. D"'ck SUPOriDtondant 
I'errol nndo n f"mcl roP<"'rt ...r bighost c"l"l"'8Ddr1t1oD and rogrottod thIlt wo c"'uld D""t bo Qssign­
ed cs his pomallont Scnboo sto"ooC'1'O I!tlug. 

A b~8kdtball tQOl\ had . lien ~rgnniz~ nnd w~s ~nking 4 crodita­
blo ahr.9iDg :wgniDat brulo toa.Jm. A toan ~ broxers nth such J).."l.r10S as 
W(\lfc, GoJlZ4l.es nnd SMllliol"O limS "'o.1dng appenraDcos o.nd d,..1.ng n p-d 
j ob. ~"lf'o nnd Gonzuos r...ught em . the COl'Ip T~as tonn ~f!O.inst noigh­
b-'-riDg bo.scs\ Tho 18th Spacial 4\lg1"!onted "'1.H.hll"7 br!Dd undor Bob 
BiodomQD' s dirocti()ll was brn"tina thfl n"'ming bleats (It v1ntor tt' sot 
(\Ul" cnapcllly st.:reots ~ riDging with I""crtinl. DUsie. In Fobruory tbe 
blttnl10D lIovspcpor K\'lCH CHA'1'TER was ~1"11 with Art J"ImSnft in tbb 00­
i t,l"r' S obai r :lnd 17ith (\ c.-,:,petont stAft' ~ keep tOO ?TOSSOS ~lli11g. 
Cbnp1.a1n Horbert Brordr.AD bod 3oblod tho ba.tt:lli"D r.nd,s?"D80rod 
by b1J:I and t m ncm~por, 'the ' battDlion l S sec"'lld bOkor, d1~tod 
by Chiof Cnrdinal nnd 14rry BOI7, was g1ven in tho CIlIIP TMl3QS Rocroo.­
tion Hnll. on tho night ot Ma.rcb 27th. Emcood by JnlmDy -ling and vith 
MUSic b,y Bo'b Biodo:rr:t\D'8 dunco bnD.d, tbo 8JI'.nker plAyed u. a. po.cked 
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house and vas a t remendous success . -- The Smoker occl'sioned the introduction ot Lieut. otto H. 
JODOD as Eucutive Officer, replacing fir. Lytle. 

The 8JlDO\Ulcement by tt-e Vaster of Ce'J"8DIonies that the next band nunaber "I I 11 Be Around" 
was t.be theme song of t he 18th Special got r. laugh but proTed very untrue, bowevor, for i t was 
o~ a r ef( days later that the. battalion was rea1l1' on its way. 

While most or us lort Camp Thomas with reg18t, thinking ot weekend passes, Providence lib­
erty and wiVOB lin ng in East Grocmrich, we all knew 1t. w s timo ve wero goiJlg out, dning , G'IIr 
job and 8Ot.ting i t O'VOr vith. So at 1100, April 4th, loadod down with pee.coata, packs, riflo., 
t ro.wll1ng bags, diddy bogs, etc., a.nd fortified by d....ughmlts cnd Rod Cmlls coffee wo rollocl 
down tho Now Bnvr.,m t:ro.eks on tho tiret lnp to Islnnd X. 

' • ••' • •.J ' ~J I
• ,'_, -. ' ? ,t.

'-:;:-',1~I{ .,"_~~ 'Ii It 1mB Q cold. t.:t red ennr thct. bnDrdad AP- 4(l, the OOS
/ .: ~r- ' . . . Knox, nming in Bori",,1II, YD. IJ fo nn 'OOnrd shilp 1HlS~;..~ noxt m'. I;~l;~ // , #Psi mple: sloepin«, ecting, readS.s aDd sleopiDg ( if, ru . .~ ':'-/'; ':Q ",:Y c"Uld find Q plD.ce I'D dock tn d" it). at C"une during the 
~~. i' ,.... t::. ~ ~ pIlBSD.g8 througb the CcrJ.bbaon Sen much of t he enting aDd 
...., // ..~ ~~t~.;... ~..,;. ( reodirIg wera given C'vor to mil-leoning and slooping 1,..__ 
~'<'.~-y .,.,~~ '£<',ut>tf. Tho clD.,. _pout in tho P_ CDml 'CIO UDd"ubteclJ.y tho 
'~.:~ . '. '~"-._ . 'r'1~YA jdlllght nt the trip. It muat nIso be _ i d thnt tho 18th 
, ..~_J~~tf)\ ~~peCit\l added o.Jl"ther let.t or (Of c,.."o* tion ~ OIl ib01'CQa~
"~ I .,.,' . (::J J f! . y. :=.~ fIle. Dur:' ng the trip II'IQDy hnurs wero put in by f'ur 

v ......"':"· · . Shipfit ters and splicers wlr di d c typknlly Sonboe jl"b "r.,­
shcmng Ship' a Company how eI!Iorgcncy ropnirs sbl"uld bo d"ne. 

O!l April 23rd lJ.!.nd WQS sighted artor much c-mpcss-wntch1ng and IlpeculatioD ns tt' dos tina­
tion. It \1tlS tho HD.lroiiaD I sltlnds. No QllJount I"f oYO-P"pping prnduced buln girls and pG118 
shacks on tlxJ s honJ, but Dimond Bood WDS unmis'UlkoabIo and ncmss tho unboliow'blt xoiJll WC. 
tor wns tho p1n.lt :!..~ I"f tho Roynl Rmro.1io.n antol. Tho 8Jn01l ,..f land (lnd tho sight"',.,t tboso 
long hoo.rd-of p J.D.C08 l'lt'S thri111ng. As wo d"eked thore was t lJo bula girl, ton, only abo wos 
dressed on s lr:!".JaI and n wry bocrming 8llooter and ne drlving c dnck jitney. DuriDg tho su'bso­
quont aonths '\10 110ro tr. add [luch t--- o.ny provious ideas .0 Md bad cbt'ut this Paradiso or the 
Pacif'1c. 
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lolihinis quickly becamo haoles os t'\ut men explored the c1ty 
or Honolulu ond surrnundiDIZ 01"808, took innlDDernble pictures, be­
co.n.e more or 1es8 Qcquo.1ntad with the no.tive ond white res1dontl, 
woDt on mru:lJ' bclttnlion picnics with n11111111ng, sunburn ond bee 
beer. Wo 1It1V8d t:'nlJ' throo t1Jnos durillg th"so five months nDd at 
lnet aett lod in tho bost area. wold ever hnd: Na.". Hn spitt11 Na .128. ,...........\,; 
Wo eDjoyod our ~ boor gordon, 1'I...nes evG1'7 Iligbt, 0 douce( in Ct'!­

opctratiotl with nur old trionds the Y.W. C. A.). with music b1' nur ~ 
dD.DCO band Df'IIl nbly direoted by Hf\rtft Cll1IIpbell. Ft"r mnll7 ('t tboae 
priviloges we were grate.nll. t,.. Cbl1p14in Jolm (npather John") Prse­
wf\snik wbt- bnd ropl.aced Mr. B ...CL!'d1llon a~D ofter we orri~.··· 

But tirst r.OO fenao*t th"'ae f'iw mnlltbs woro t.-t be tillod by 
tho Jab \10 bn~ CaIIO to do. BoginniDg N3 Doborko.t1oh Dtly p11l8 1 
enD!' ato"VOd01'O gt\ZIgs Rnd crow t"t checkers workod nig}t+ ond dol' em 
G'V017 dock Cll'W'und Poarl Bnrbcr. FT't'II tho Bnvy Suwl7 Depot ca~ 
ott1aor and from Lt. Modlill, officer in abElrge ot 'orry's Pnint. 
CQUIO lotto:rs ottestiDg to tho daollmlt ."'rlc the 18th Special bQd .,!'"f.... 
dnDO. Am! tbon"t\s'+'bo day t"r Jnt"ring on o.~ehed cmne tho pl'"Ud- .f( 
oat CJa!I!IOIJdtlticm of 011: 0. lot.tor fr-m V1ce-AdJUrnl Ghc-mlo,- aD ,;~\~1J. 
tho eae~ job two of our gnDg8 bad df.,ne discborging nnd r08tqw.....~. :f" 

~ r. 1·~~ :~.1Ilg a cnrso ('It tcngled tel.ogrdpb coble. c'~' . :~i.· . ,~. '\ 
~~~rqp

Our reputo.tioD o.s a Cl'Qck st.ewdoro bottlllion, co.rriod With . .. ~>-- - _. 
UI! from Peo.1T, hIld bocm uphold. lto "ODt ~ our next Island X con-Y'~ Jl;~ 
fidout tbnt we could bnndla any jf\b t"f'tGTed ua. 

Tho c1illDx Clf tho war in the Pncit1c 1IDB CPPl'"OCb1ng: the drive 012 the Pbilip?inGs . And al­
t hough \YO wore not thon aRro ...f i t , wo wore tC" btlw 0 pnrt 1n "td.DtniniDg the suoce8stul JI'IQreh 

at &18OY'S nnd llncArthurl e t"rcell em t.bo.t nbjoctivo. 

" ithout. CO!'O!:'lC'.l1Y and with the 0080 tlmt CMIlOS with px-ct1ce w~ pocked and wcatod Poor1 Ibr­
ben- on SoptGl:lbor 19, 20, and 21st. It WQ8 0 crowded cn!m.V; wo bad tt' divido Ul> intr. tbno Uld.tB . 
I4ch ot us bns bis moD01"7 of 11t0 01) tm S.S. Duamon K. Dtl'ri8 and the M.S. SoIr.olsd~ jk. Wo ,,'"nit 



( 

attompt to descr1bo it hore. 

"It was two weeks bof~re lADd 1108 8ightod. Or wall it lDnd? Poln treoB on a tefl grains of 
stlbl. It wns -(')ur first sight or a battlo arear EJl1vatok A~ll in the IItlnhrlU Iol.eDds . A tre­
metJdmlS Q.Jlchorago busy nth wr shipping! But Bugobi, guord:ion 'sloDd or the IDgt"l~DJ b(\:ro 
mJto tostimOll7 vhnt a_fierce bc1ttle hnd boon t''''llght tr mko thnt hor~r anto fcrr Irgistlcal 
usa by t ho .'\l!Ioricnn fioota. Bore ,nus our job. 

As \10 lct...kod QC1V'SS tbo wn'bor at Eniwou,k and tho nd~r:"lD1..ng i8l.D.Dds , "0 ~d n 8i"ns "r 
tho rug~od IsJ.nnd X lifo we'd boon tnld about. Then all f't Cl sudden s 01'Jttl.&butt bopnn t~ e i r­
culDto. -No ploeo tt'l stl:\y." Tho,. d"'u't WDDt. us bora." "Orders abnnged." It WIlS truo:tba 18th 
ws not just c~od (".gain; MIly l'GD.ssipod: 4ut.y with So1'91oo SqucrJron TeD furthor wost.-­
But first tho bost surpri80 f\f all. tha Jlnllt po) otlGl 11'ring qtlDJ'ters in the Pn.oif'ic VG1'O t!" 
bo oure: tho APt-14, rona ,..f tobo NCl'9l"S l*r 11ue ,..r lrt.a1 'ba.rgos. end ..,0 woro the first 800.­
boos to be borthod tbW!l (I.fl~t. She 17Q8 p~ DOJ!Iod tho Rits Co.rltml. 'l'be Ritz W8 Cf"IIl­

plotoq QOt7 aDd mngn1ticentq oqu1ppod with overy Ct\ltV'OJJicmce: lAUJJdr,y, ieo oroom d1a.poDsort. 
opemtirJg rooL'l, bar""r .Jb sb.-.p, llbrary, j)lenty ::r 
t'roah wo.tor; sloo~ . 4 _ ,. qUllrter thnt lo"ked 11.­
o.ble. It lookod l1ko 265 ... ~ C ...,.;~ •. teat nnd three docks ,..f 

o good donI to us. a~-=:* ,. : .;; ~'~ ~ 
~ " • I '~__

Wo stQyod oboo.rd a ., ~. lifo t_ dnys to socure our 
goer llIld roouporato wren , ," -..gi i ,', o· e ~'«.Jj the cext tr1p.MetlIIIfbile,~ . ~.~~v. 
our gm:JgS lJOrG uot idle. "~ "",a- -"V.~~~"- AJT"Ulld the ol"Ck they 
got their 1ntroductlon to ~V:~~ - ~--- ~ .~.:t.::~. gr.ting tn wrrk in an lC11," " ' .......... ~...:--.. "-- ~",-~!.:. .~ ~ '­.... ~ -.:' --- -....-...... .._­olbl'b1lJg Jacobi s Indde:re, "'"'. .....~......- '""'-- -...... . ., ~ -- Transferring cnrgo ". to _..... __ .,_ _ . "'~_ _~~O. ~_. ~.... - ... .... - - '" lnDd1ng croft instead of _.~_•..,...w. ..... ~ '. _ •. __ Jo.'....~. d"cJat . --. ... ~... -­

By October tho frurth t he 18th ns on ita wo)" I"DOO I!It'tre, this tiDe 1'\ore OOpo108sly atm­
D.l'CLtod thnn evor. .\bNlrd IeI i 8, tankere , Liberty' 8, transports J in uuita ,.. r :.UJl"'here ~ hc:a 
ton t;., n1l9 hundrod ('.nd t.rrODty eight, the ·bntto.1ion set 80.i1 r...r its uulmnwn dostiJJnt1on. fl­
ga.1D tvo s law wooe t:'t UZlO'VODttul so.iliDg. How we' loDged t('r t"IUl' Rits Co.rlVtn 0.8 110 triod 
furiously V st'\Qp up in solt TIntor ebcftrers, nr pera;)ired ill steea1ng Ct\lJPDrtments. 



On Saturday, tho 14th, land r!~int An""ther at..,ll nn~ with an anchorage biJ~r thDn Eldwa­
tnk' s. It i/OS Ulith1, unJr"nl"'Wll tr us t i ll nnw. ... were ma• • ed tn find it hIld been 8fteuated by 
t.ho Japanose nnly .. fea days bef"'re . Alreo.dy it was nrgunised tnt.t' a C"mpleto HOWll depot,- e­
quipped to ~rrC'~:j'-nny kind rtf sorvicing. The 8n~ vas n~ mC're t .hnn seventy five II1lae etrttirt 
tho servico lff),u6.tL..-on trns reo.~,. to YTnTk o.round the clock to hop t he Floats in e~ro.tinn. OUr 
stovednros prccoedod ~ thoir job as anl"'n os t he,. arrived••And thi a .. the real thing. Wo wero 
o.ctunlly pnS8inff tho ~lls frr cmr tip" ting !lion . Day nnd Dight 1nt,(' the magaziJl'ls ('If our 
lIightiost \It.U'8b1ps wODt OJl!n'1miticm landed by pOngs at tho 18th Specio.l. 

In tho port"l'IIJQJ2CO ~r this bo.zardf'US daty tho bnttnUMl Inst ita soc"nd man. Tn tho D.."UIIO t"'t 
llicht101 J . Ccanln, lost in Q Daviavillo accidoDt, lie added tho.t nt Chief Len J. u-u~ch vbf' \lD8 

dr-ownod when bo toll troD a lighter int..o e rou,"th sea. We !'CI!IG!!lber, al.sf', Chr'.rley Mnbie, Q Ct"{'d 
Mom s l nco tho C'rgtlDiznti on C"f tho ba.ttD.MoD, vhn was 88ri1';'U8~ burt in the hatch enc! NtUrD" 
ed to tho Stntos. 

On Nowcbor 20th tho 18th Specio.l J!lQ.rkad the first amdwrst!lr,y t"t its Cd!I"Ii88ioniag by 0­

toast bomoon shi1't8 \'11th f'roo beer. It wu tr bo Il loDg pull iii Ulithi A""'ll. Tho Floots ro­
t umoc1 l'O~ulAr:':.y r"'r us tct load up the shells [U]d ~er. F~ Victr-l'T sJrl p nne Navy 0l:II!I0 ship 
to Wi and carrier ~r wrsh1poo For.umber S0I'I8 ...r t he DOmos thtlt appenrod on tho QBs1enmont list. 
everydt\y; Bu~yrus, tm1Y.lol"Sftn. Elnirn, Cnpo Trl nit"., Pl)'llC'uth, I rrlD, VOU1lt Bnkor, N1tl"f"? Cnn ~ 
fl"l'R&t th" 15T t S in tho SC'utb ..\DChnl'Q.~' Official C(\b80MUS 1mS t.hat the I.ST I., o"'uldn' t bo 
Jna.dod with t\J!Illn in tho t11!lo f'r monmr plmmed.. We intrNiuced f'ho erotlsod chute-tho "ld CnD DI" 
did it . . \ n" it 8r-"D boCQr.'lo ~bviNlS wbrlt pa.rt wo .oro ployiDg in ,"·he drivo ~ TC'kr . Wo Md fill­
od tho mr~inos f' f tl-o E880X clo.ss co.rriers, nf t.bo Ion class BB' a ~t r.tnppod up the Jnpan­
oao Javy in tho Phi1i~ino SoD.oo We woro behind tbo snlws that preporod the wo.,. f "'r tho Mnr:lDos 
on Iv" Jiml. OUr m-.nds cnd 8WOIlt had boon aD tho aholls tbDt snftoned Okinawa. and lont bull­
droda r-f Hip fliors iD~ tho bono wnte1'8 or B11"t'bito. Tn put it bl1U1tl7 "0 _oro doiJJ8 t1ro wolte 
hrrur shirts of dull, bo.ck-broD.ld..ng tl~rk. Whon April 6th Cl11!\O -0 colobmted tho o.nnivor8n17 \'10 
r oo.lly cr.rod a.~ut~ nna yaD.l· cversens, and s1let:atly prnyed r"r the prnm:p1s receipt tror.l UncloSaa 
nf our rnturn t.ickot when \'10 bit that 18th I'lC"Dtb. 

C()Dct.eto ovidonce ,..r C"ur 1~b in Ull tb1 cr.nO Dl"t "nly 1n tho DeWS fl'"'I tho ~t but 1D cror.t­
mondnt1nns ~ Squr-d~n Su-.~?ly Orficer, CnptoiJl J' . J. Jf<'WinsJdo, f'rnII COI'l"'od"ro ".R. Carter a..nd 
:trr.J V1co-Udmirol Hnlsoy. Ct"'I:IIIIandant nf tho Third Fleet, binseltoo Than • t,."o, CnrrQapnndont 
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I.G. "lens of t.he .\sBociated Press in 0. syndicated article that, a.ppeared all over the country 
spored no -adjectives in describing the neet serv:icing nf ServRon lO, colling it tlHir.itz I sSe­
cret ~eQponl1, and throuinl7. in Q spaci al bouquot to the Soo.beaa of t ho Ritz Cnrlton. ,.' Iswoll 
Theans, in his Blua P.ottl(\rk naus program, expanded on the nrticle 1;'00 gavc tiguros OD tho Q­

mount of c C\J'gOOs '\70 had bnndlod. Our n'ilJ] fj guros shnvod 300,000 ~n8 tror ton months of our 
first yonr ovorsClts. 

Li1'o on t ho baruc had' kapt stop_ Tho rocoipt et yet"r' s ond ",t 98 Firemen First Cl.D.ss(M(iIM) 
end (EM) raisod rour numbor t" a Dt'\mal 527. They s"""n stn;red o,\lt1y their dosj ptlf'llS and be­
~o SoobOo stovodorOs • .\11 ('ur inceDUity tins r.rustel'8d tf'\ mnlm Ch.ristl!lD.s at l.oD.st d1f'f'onmt 
tzooa other days • .1 hOD'e-ro.de tree, specio.l ch .... D.Ilrl beer, 69 socks ot lImil. fos+.lvnl .divine 
semces had -tho ' dos i red affoot. P.hon t.ho sc1"odule pom1ttod thel'O (J
lmS liberty OIl nog "teg, tlhere five O4llS of beer, 8\rl""fIIg, sholl- - ". ~ 
lDmt11lg tlnd tif.ht& l1ith the CreaC'll Navy were f'oaturod." . 011"11011 .1 ) ~vii 
Year's Eva liTho 'Eightoonth Spccin13.tios ...·r 19451', CIUr tourine WI'- '.I'\ .. Y ,I 6
iO'tJ' shC"7wnS born. At tho ond of Ita.reh t he scuttlobutt nlrut 1IIe-v- j~ 
1118 f'''1'f7ll%d g~t- tLs f'llr as bullotin bMlrd ('Nars. But vo stn,od to ,. ........-?~~JfJcolobro.to Eo,utor. On !s.Pril 16th voro hold tho first C't t\ sories "f' /, , ... ~ ::;, 
CDZUIiDat10D8 lforld.ng totmrd tho o.wrding f'r ell tho opon l'Dtos , QJl 
objo~tivo 1Ibloh GG1!lO olosod..t.e tal.t:Ulment duriDg tho lnat ttro 
months of tho bo.ttallon. By DC9, 0.180, YF 246, ancborod. C1('80 by. 
hod boo1t &!Jot up as tho 18th Specin1 WeJ"Ohc,use. In it . oro not only 
our suppl:l.os, but tlio Gobblor Shop, I SBUO RN"tII, Oo.rpontor S~p, 
Print Shop, Hobby lobby and Rigging tort. 

. Thou COJIIO Emh.'1.rta.tit"D Dny n{'Qin. On Hey 25th \70 bonded tre.t ~ J~~---' ~ 
tram Ullthi Atoll: ('In the PA 192, the lBS Rutlnnd. The dostimtiC'ln di"""Ltiyte - 'in the Phillp­
p1lMi!l, the newly opened o.dwl)Ce beaG t"r the Sewnth Fleet. M('at ('It C0a6enRon Ten bed preceded 
USf repUr ob1?O, Umkom; ote";'D4 the Seo.boe UDits necesllG.ry tC' c...nstruct shoreline insta-l.l.(l· 
tiona. '\1e arrived tt- talco rur pl.o.ce in tho naet servicilJP, al:rendy 'bep,un. 

qe wore n,.,t t,. 800 much of the Philippines, tror tho nssi{:Dmont ns tr- be a short f'\DO . Tho 
sconery tra:! tho Ritz Onrltctn 1m. much 11b tbnt ot Bunii: undulntill{t P.1'Gon hills. But thoro 
tho s1milo..rity stopped. That croon una donao t.rrpicnl j unglo . Tho cllmto t1QS h('lt, hlll!dd nne"! ,... 

'­ __~ 
/ /., 

I r 'l-, 
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bealthy. The nitives were friendly but pathetica1q. 1dW in living standards after years of Jap­
allese domiDatloa. They Md beCQ1YIe shrewd traders, recognising in the III"I\l"f'enir-m1Dded American 
serviceman a eo~rce ot cl~tbing and other necesslties ot lite. Their towns, as tor examplo , • • 
clbbon, vore a discordant mixture of GreciaD-IIt.~la state bni'di~ and mud-surrounded sback. 

Pe1ol1u, in tho Pttlnu Islands, "':\s t.() be the next atop, wo lenrned, witb t1 arJction of the 
outn.t retUl"DiJlg to Aeor I slnnd, Ulitbi. But we dic!l't leo:99 as SOOD ns we bad expocted. Com 
sorvRon 10 needOd us tl' DSslst in tho t ino.1 prepa.ro.t1ona tf'r the Naw l push on JQpam i tao11". The 
Third and Sovmrth Floets were bG1J2g seniced tl"l Ift("IV'O 1IIt", the home e tcrs. 

On tho APL-14 tho war ws af'teC't.1zlg us in t1 81"1118What different 1DOJ:IDer. BocUlA17 dysentol'1 
bad 1nfiltmtod 0JD0I2g us and gas striking dmm mon em ewry dealt. Lt. C('IM r. Wllltor B. Vercoe, 
who Jmd roplllcod Lieut. Carpenter a s OinC in JUDe, p'V9 the cmmnand ~ Dr. Ht1wkon llh,=, ('Irgonisod 
t ho ship 'ttl bnttlo it', tho opidomio. It vas 0 slc-w 
pni11stniS.JJg process :,.q:\ , ,.,f sterilizi ng and disinfect­

~' # '"ins, of trootSilg ~ '1' r • •:Jt. ' tho sick, ,.f trying to sogrc­
pta wall f'raD t) , ~~ f$-~1" .:;. intocted in o~so qaartors.At 
its poo.k in Jul7 ,. Vifly- ; _ dysonte".,. had over 200 mcm be­
1ng tratltod. Evor;y ff1 ~ ~ ") l ship in tho har~r bad a simi­
lar cMJditinn and ~ I/} the yellc:'ltl jack ..£ quaro.ntino 
tl.c:m' at IIIOD1' mst I bonds besides ours. All r-tI 

tho vol1 sto'9O- I ' } dol'OS had been transtorred '\(' 

Also, mo If'gistlc ,:\" \.., ' Support Units hr.d Grr1vod tn 
1'Oliovo tho 1'1tb ~ ,! ,': 1'1~ Spocinl nlld us ~lld nur stove­
d~8 uoio' c~ch- " ~ _ ~ 1ng tboPl in tho halldlixlg f't 
DlIII\I!dtiM. 

Thon cru:'l0 thO dr.y r.hon tbEL~ MgIlitioout float 1'!~vod e1--v17 past us "001'0 VIC lny at tho 1!JIl­

trnnco tr- San Poctirn Bay. Wo laKnt that tho end t"r Jopnn 1m1 nonr: V-J Day WGB in s i f!ht. B-29's 
bnd J)('undOd t.bo hOllO lsltlnds fI'01D tho air. Tho neat vnuld patmd tt.a'rran tbe horJe _ters in 
propa.ratlon r~ -tho L"1nd1 ng ('t tho Army. Suddenly t.his Yloll-schomod po.t+ern wr.s 1"'ocio llIlDOCe8s..­
by tho ntMllic l)cmb, r.nd tho tJ1'r 1mS nver. On Friday o"f'8Dblg, August 14th 00"'0 tho mor.lCmtous 011­
nouncomont t.bo.t surrondor hod boon offored by tho Sops. 
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The teDsicm of months YRlS rela:md and the sponta]lenus celebrotion iD the bny "ill nlwnys 
be n jnyful. lICB01")" frtr us. Every ship ~ke out pyroteo!udcs. The sky we alift with red, greeD 
and "bite l"f'OI(ots and tlnrea o.nd weaving searchlights. Free beer mtlde us even bo.ppier. How, we 
snid; i t \JQ8 tmly n quostion of time betr-ra 'Ve 'd be b~owrzd bt-und. Noxt dny the lfl!l~'8 first 
poiilt sYstem wnn published in AlNo.y 196: 44 poiDt8. No ODe bnd enough. But tho outfit's 42 yet1r 
ai ds woro nn tho mly NlJl7O.y. NMJ tho NllVY must give pt'mts f~r ('IVCr8eas duty. All kinds of spec .. 
ulntion and e rgtll!ents were hcnrd . 

Tho most PortinaDt quostion. h"",ovorJ liaS " bother we' d ~ve to g... t~ Peleliu QIJd AsC'r. _It 
lmfl soon B.D8V8:"8d. By heJ'l)ic t:lfI!o.sures tho "odicnl Deportment bnd c"nquerec1 the o,idomic end the 
yellnw jack COJ1IO dt"lWn tho lnst waok i.n August. Slli11ng nroers nrrivod olm"at, s11!raltall8ll~a~. On 
August 31st tho ISl" s 616 and 354 carried the 18th Spoclal. and its gear t'" Pololiu vboro .0 
lnndod on D-Day plus 354 in c t"'rrentiol d~pour ""'.J ch c~nt.il'Jued f"n r three daYI'. 

A smo.ll dotnotDoilt ('.f Hondquo.rters Men bnd betm Uhnre f"r savercl 'flooks bor",ro I'ur am­
vnlvl)rking npinat grant odds tn prepQre tbe old 17th Special c.omp f"~r ('\ur I1ccOIDidat1on. "0 
ho.d. o.rrlvod at lnat on Isl.nDCl X QS prnpor ~OIlbe08. Lifo nn tho 'harp bD.d boon gattillg n..ped. 
'his wo.s I!tOI'O liko domtecnu quonsot buts with no.turnl ventilD.tion, n l!It"vio rlroC with l>lontl' of 
8onta, roo..d8 and trn1l3portaUon, spnco tr J:lC'VO n!'W"1JDd. In a' short tiJlo wo woro M\intn1111 ng tho 
cnnp enCI lJorJdllg tho-sMps o.nd t.ho banch as if the 1Rlr ho.dn't boon toftllno.tod. C O~ .oDd 60 
Ho:ldqunrtors r.:cm 170nt 613 ~ Asor Ialo.Dd shcrtly ns DettlalroDt IfA" mdol" tho cl'l1:1Miid C'lt Lioute-
DODt John~. Mr. Vorcoo bDd gotton his C'rdors for ne and bid gi'ft!l tho battalion into tho 
bnbda of Liout. CCJtDD.11dRr John R. Gehrig, tl'r.!Ier Exec or the 22nd ~pecio.l. Under Ilr. Gohris"a 
direction tho bntttllion naved formll'd 't<' finish ita last aissit"n with..Dt"Irrs ~g tlS pl'Mld­
ly' ns tho,. bD.d in Ootobor 19.43. 1 ' 

' ho l slmid ot Po1oliu bocane C)f wISt brterest ~ us in o'J a¢re 
momants: We looked wjth respect Dnd emotion at tho pl.ocoa we bod ~~' ;,'

~:n!0 
.,i.'I 

r~ 
, . L',- ".',0)---'m­ron \7horo 700 Uai-1Dos hid Med, t he otIQJSingly 8tJ'ODg J'np emplo.ce;mEmta ~ 

ond Duildinga, tho 1I'bito-cro88od cortatary. This 1m8 0. ~bottlG~Itt ~r IIffI
M~. 'T L~~I 

, - I!' "'~ ..",.­
lh1t t7U1' n,..at Cf"'DSUlnt t.houghts wore J1('t l'f h1a~ry. They were at boae. On SollteMbOrl3tl. 



carne AlNnv 252 r;i.vina t point fC"'r O'lOry n"nth "fOvorseas Duty_ Th~ s was the beginning c-£ the 
end of tho lath S~ccin1. On SeptcMber 16th f .... rty five nen o"'oorked r .... r dischnrgo undor the 
provisions (If this 4\llfav. !· ~ Ol'O 10ft frr"n tiMe t~ tiMe. The ('utfit carried "n. Octt:"bor bl"'C'Ul~ht 
tho nC':~s 'r1C had boon UD..itiD{:, r~r for two yel!.rs: AlNav 345 wl'Iich 1l"\1ored t ·he basic :J<:'i:ct 5C('1'O 
t" 41 PClints and ·TOduol furthor l('1T/oring J"onth by r.tonth wos the .first, but t:'!("\re stupcnd~us 
tlas tho dispa.tch nnn('uncing the inCLctiwtioll ('If too battalie'lJ] on Decoober 1st. All ,.r tho old 
lSth Silocialists rt"uld W'" here. 

. ' . 
On N(\vonbor loth C CO!"pClll7 returned tt' finish tho tina with the outf'it. Lt. CI"r.l....~Ddor 

Gohrir;, s~tisfiod that all TillS in rond1ness for the inocti~tion, 10ft r~r hone, ~coks leta. 
Lioutcnnnt Hallonbeck to~k ~ tho task of being tho last Officor in Ch~rr~ ~r tho 1Rth Spoc­
iD.1 U. S~ No-w.l Construction Battoli"n on~1 the ono ~ho \1r)uld tnkc it hc-nc nfter {tn nctivo ex­
istonco or just t-;10 yoars. 



6 

n 

1 t~ D. vi .11. • 1. 

r 1944 - L rt D, 111 • 

1 ~ 1 - Arriv d 0 u, T. H. on or about this teo 

12 ep 1944 - Secured !ro~ work on P r1 bor doo 8. 

lOt 19 or bout thi 1v Ul.1thi. 

1945 - ov d tr U1 th1. 

28 y 1 - rr1ve Pedro t Phil1 ine • 

28 un 19 5 -

9 Jul 19 _5 - S 00 d ce echelon d 
first ch lon for uty in 

1 Aug 1 5 - La ted bo rd APL 14 t Tac10 • 

Ngte; hi Hiner b 8 up n the r cor 8 

Seotion of the Eureau of .1 Personn 1. 

pt mber 19 • 

Seabee Museum
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