
 

“Construimus, Batuimus” 
“We Build, We Fight” 

17th Special Naval 
Construction 
Battalion    
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Information 



all BOARD 
DAD 0 ICERS AUTHORITY- ~ 
30 Jun l 44 32 924 Recpp. 
1 ept44 29 982 MeR 
30 Sep'44 1008 Recap 
1 OTI44, 33 990 MoR 
1 Oct '44 33 1008 !oloR 
1 Jan l 45 33 980 MoR 
1 '.bt~ 32 981 MoR 
1 Mar t 45 33 1128 Moll 

1 Aprt 45 32 1117 MoR 
1 MqI 4S 
l/un'45 

3l. 
29 

Ul3 
1073 

BlP62S" L 
BNP625 & R 

1 Jul l 45 29 1049 BKP625 & R 
1 Aug'45 31 103" BNP625 &: R 
1 Sept'45 1071 BBP625 
1 Oet'45 31 ?78 BNP625 &R 

1 Deo'45 5 R 

17th Oonstruction Battalion (Special) ( A~TTVATvn) 

ll.th O.ll. ( Sp) 

NOTO - Peary 
ABO - Hueneme 
Rea.d1 Date - 15 Dec I 43 
Left A:BD - 16 Dec I 43 . 
Location - 2!a-12 ~~5a~-~Q••e.~'8Y-&-~i~aQ-~8y ~88 1*_ Peleliu 

~i • Leyte-Samar. Guam 
~ 

Ll- 9-43 - CNO ordera transfer of the 17th (Sp) to ADD Gulfport about 13 Nov143. (ONO con! . 
diep. 082007 NCR 63:> dtd 9 10",143 to Peary) 

Ll-22-43 - CNO ordera tranater of the 17th (Sp) to A1m Hueneme about 30 Nov '43. (CWO coni. 
diap. 221719 NOR 2746 dtd 22 Nov l 43 to Gulfport) 

L2-aG-43 - 17th (Sp) left ABD la/16/43. (W1UC) 
2-15~ - 1 leb l ," rfPort of 17th (Sp) - Batt arrived at BanU:a 9 Jan l 44. 
3-21-44 - 1 Nar'44 report ot 17th (Sp) - no information on location. 
5- 6-44 - 1 APr'" report of 17th (Sp) - 1st Echelon ot 15 officers and 505 men landed on 

:lmlrau. Admiralt,. Is. The other hel! batt. 1s a.t Russella. and expects to rejoin 
ahortlt at Emirau. 

5-30-44 - 1 MqI44 report of' 17th (Sp) _ :Batt is located at Emirau Is .. except for the Re r 
Echelon which 1s atil1 at Russells. 

7-10-44 - 1 Jun'44 report of 17th (Sp) - Operating at !mirau. 
8-12-44 _ 1 Jul t 44 report of 17th (Sp) _ operating at Emirau.. Estimated eompletion date is 

15 Jul l 44. 



nth eSp) 

8-25-44 ~ l"7th (Sp) 18 located at Emirau "" Following info from dB. ta of Sopac 8.8 of 7/1/44: 
Arrived Russell. Jan'44 

Emirau Mar '44 
Assigned to Cub 12 

8-29-44 - 17th (Sp) arrlTed Rulsella from !mirau 14 Aug'44 (in part). (On Ru.ssells Alr­
mailgram 150147 NOR d 14207 dtd 21 Aug'44 to COJl'lseron.sopac) 

10- 2-44 - 1 Sop'44 report of 17th (Sp) - located at Bussell. Staging !or forward movement . 
Drafi ot 65 colored aeamen reoeived. 

11-31-44 - The 17th (ap) is located at Pelel1u. (!sOomPelel1u Sec. Dilp. to CNO 050300 NCR 
17368.4td 17 10v'44) 

12-8-44 - 1 Nov'44 report of 17th (Sp) _ located at Pelel1u. Report endorsed by 38th Re~. 
12-14-44 --'I'"tl" 17th (Sp) ig lr,"rt r1 at P~l~liu.(I!>Cf)roP"l.liu 3,.c. ri-:- t ·) G l r~_, 1 ­

9 -, C'44). TI1 i s d - ,-: tel r 2 (1 F. !'\ t 17th CE. 
1-1-45 - 1 Oct t 44 report of 17th (Sp) - located at Peleliu. Report endorsed by 38th Re~. 

Batt vas aboard ship until 15 Sep'44. when the 1st section went into combat. Cn 
28 Sep •• they vere detached from the shore part;y of the 1st Marines and began 
discharging ships of the 1st Eohelon. The first section of th~ 17th (Sp) con­
aisted of 629 men and 15 of~ioers who were attached to the 1st ~ioneer$ of the 
let Marine Division for shore partY' work. Landed H-Hour plus .2 of D-DaY' on 
Peleliu Is. Shore party operations continued till Sep 28th. Reinforced th~ 
Marines 1n some sectors and in one case manned a 37 MM gun. 33 wounded Rnd 6 deRd. 

1-1~-45 - 17th (Sp) located at Pelellu. (IsCom Pele1iu Sec Dis~ to ONO O~003~ dtd 11 JDn 1 45) 
2-10-45 - 1 Jan'45 rep~rt of the 17th (Sp) - no info on 1ocat~on. Report endorsed b7 

38th Reg. 

17th CB (Sp) 

2-1d-45 - 1 Jan'45 report of the 38th Reg. - The 17th (Sp) is uncier the operational. 
control of the IsOom, Pele1iu. and under the 38th Reg. for administration pur­
poses only. 

2-15-45 - The 17th (Sp) is locateot'\ at P l eliu.(IsComP~leliu ..) r: . el lF' 'P to C.jr) G20415 I'td 
8 Feb 145). 

3-10-46 ­ 1 reb t 45 report ot the 17th (Sp) - located at Pelellu. 
3-21-45 - 1 Feb'46 report of the 38th Reg. - 17th (ap) located at Peleliu. 
!l:- 3-45 - 1 Mar'45 report ot the 17th (Sp) - no info on location. ~att has been split into 

2 sections. one section operating Comseron TEN. 
5- 1-45 - 17th (Sp) Sec 1 at Peleliu. (Dlrp~cdocks P Sec Rep of 1 Apr'45) 
5- 1-45 - 17th (Sp) Sec 2 at Ulithi with Comseron 10. (Dirpacdocks P Sec Rep of 1 Apr'4~) 

6-30-45 

5- 8-45 - The 5th (Sp) is .hown located at Pelel1u on the DirpR.cdoc\t:s S.T. Sec Rep of 15 Anr 
5-15-45 - 1 May l 45 report of the 17th (Sp) - located as follow,: 

1st Sec. - Peleliu 
2nd Sec. - Ul1thi 
3rd Sec. - An&aur (193 men and 6 off. we.te sent to Ana'aur on 26 Apr' 45) 

5-17-45 - 1 Mar'45 report of 17th (Sp) Sect.l - The 17~ (ep) bae been ap1i t 
with let .ection at Pele11u & on 16 Feb'45 498 men & 16 offere were 

into two sectne 
detaChed with 

the 2nd Sect. for 4ut7 operatiDg Oomeeron 18. OinO of the 2nd Sec. is Lt. CoJJl4\r 
Fitzgerald. .AAministration is being retained Vy- OinC 1st Section. 

- 1 Apr'45 report of the 17th (Sp) - located at Pele11u and Co..eron 10. 
6-6-45 - Comservpac aesires a t~ansfer o~ 1/.2 18 th (5,) to Pe le1eiu to releive Sec 1 of 

t~e 17th (S~) pa to return enUrE> 17th (S,) to P.R. "rhptE> the batt. · ill :;' .ag't..
,Cont. on followinP, card) 



Lvc . - fe lf9.iu . 1Jl~lt h *"u r 17th C . l? "-l!rr~lul) 
Le'''~~- 3<>.Jl1af bami...$.4[ - ""Jhf,. ~5'ii'i'"1')rec . Co.) It is r<'! ,uf> ~tca t ha.t 6 L~i 9tic S'.lplt;.!"t Cos. o tnB a va:l.a. F 

t o COmJe.rvpac, a. to be or ·ie red to) rE'!ROr t to Cor.l~e rvon 10 a s r o·lip. ~ : or t ~ e i 8t.h ' Sp 
2. to be orie.r cd t o ComsU'Vo'l 10 as r &1 i.,: :or the l?r.h (S,) Se .. ~ , N 2. . .,.,~ 
ord.erpd to C~servon 10. (Coms ervpae 4+- h ~nd dtd 18 Mr.y ' 4S ~ l? t h ( i t" l .r ,. ­
55-45 dtd 3 Mart45) 

6 - 9-4 5 - Ci ncpoa app rove,a the 1'e.Cor..pndat 1one made by Comaervp&c \oli ttL .....~ ~ 01 ' o ~ ~ r.g • -~p ­

ions : 17th (ap) should be tran9fe~red t o ~1&m inetead 1f ear l f~~ st 8[ ir~ . S 
Base Cos. should be t''tlrnished Comsp.!"on 1.0 in lieu of 6. ( De~ ·:;i .:.,:i .. PNi. . ,:' ,...Go. ... ·n·· 
1tr ser 04848 - 5th end on 18th (Sp) Itr 55-45 dtd 3 March to ~oQ;ervpp~) 

6-15-415 - 1 Jun t 45 r eport of the 17th (Sp )- l o cat ~t Peleliu ( aelm. hdt hs ) , Angaul'. Q;:..l. 


~e-Sam&r. The lnd See. , consisting of 15 off . And 487 men. lef t Uli.t'-i .19 .. ". 

and arrived at T.ey te-Samar 25 May'45. 4S men ware t ransfe.r r ea t o t h e Ek>pl a '!tne.n~ 

'001., P.R. 


7- 5-45 - Compl i ance ComMarlennas l3CL-L-44. Dele te 17th ( Sp) Pe1eliu. ~ GF.J 1 6 \...F 1,:. ' : '. 
(IsCom Pe lella Sec di sp 030101 to CNO) 

7- ?-t.S - t he 2.ni Sec of the 17th (Sp) left its f ormer location a t 'Uli t hi on J4 t-1a.:.r ar:. c. "!'T 1 ::. 

at i t s presDt 10c.;1:ion in the. fh Uippinea 27 May , r esumin&' ca rgo ope.rat ion < 0 
Com se rvron 10. This sect ion r..ae recd no dl reet orders t o agai n ml've. "o'·'~vp .... t · 
is unierstooi t hat t entative p l ans call for t h e Jnd Se.c to re jo in tn~ 1st S~c at 
Guam. leavillC' here ill a.out a month. (0 1.nC 17th (Sp) Sec 2 1 r dt a. ~5 ':ur.I"i:-' tr:: 
:aud.ocke ) 

7-18-45 - l lul l 45 l'eport of t he 17th ( Sp) S ec 1 - !he Pe.1e.l iu aetach ~t , conS ~ B '-'I' r 

I ' 0«. and 589 men, "at aecure4 on %l June and ~oarded ship f or ::l"v8t1e.r.t , G 
ArrtvedGuam Z6 J une and ata..marked on 303uae. The C » lv 1.s i on 01" Sec 1 t .. -j,. ­
a t ed earso operationS t Anc-aur on 2.1 ' une. and .at tranaferred to r,uJln . 

Location - terle-Samar GU&lII 17th C.B . (Snecial) 

7-19--45 - 1 J u1 t 45 report of the 17th ( S,) ' ec 1 ( Cant.) - Comservpa.c b&$ o ra er ed Com'e :- "r t 

10 \0 release the 2nd SecJand it is expected tha t they will join t he 1s t S~c.at 

~~ in the near future. " Report via. 28tbAeg and. 5th Br.r. 
8-3-45 - 1 ul'45 report of the 28th Re~state. that tbe 17th(Sp) Ser. l arr i vedat Guam ~n 

boar' ship on 26 Jun' 45 and diaetnba.rlced on 3) Jun 145. 
8-13-45 - 1 Aug'. report of the 17'tll (Sp) Seo 1 - located at Guam. CarBO opuat:ofis Of'g&.::. 


on 3 July und.er the ope.r. coetrol of the lith (Sp) . O~atin&' a t Ca bra s h# "nc 

Agma 8q. Release. of the Znd Sec. \y Co.-seJ' for 10 i s expected Cluri Il8' t he. ::-.ont h 

of Aurust. It il anticipatea that t~ 1nd Sec will jo in t he 1st Se c at ~ a 

that time. ~ori f 38t h Re,2; ;<1nd 5th Er g . 


8-18-45 - l"Jtk C8 (Sp of 1 N.Jt '45. 'I" 1"' f o to location . ,S 
8-24-45 - 1 Aug '45 rep<r of the 5th -:erg. - Approx 1{ 2 of the 17th (Sp ) a n i ved 30 June 

from Pele11u. 
8-31~ - 17th (5p). 1st Sec . a rri ved early in July . 3A.t Se.c. of this .. i c l ' ~ a~ "a J.l 

Sa.ar. (5t h Bri~ . pnd ?n 17th (Sp) re~o rt d:u 4 .~1 ~5). 
9-11.-45 - 17th csCS,) report ata 1 Se.pt '46. ¥ ~ vi.a 28\:1. ~ & S t !". Br! 8'. 'the.:1 a s 

will not join the 1st ,";P O unt il A.nnr.')x . 1 O ,t . TO in ~') "s ' J loc;- tior, . 
9- J0-4S - 1 S.,,\19 r&port o f 1 7th C8 ( Sp) , ' Se.c 1 - l oca ted n ot s te-ten . d.,-, ::. ~ ' , '! " : , 

:teg (!c 5th Bri g . 
10-24-45 - Desire to inactivate 17th(Sp). Sec. 1. Cincpoa approval is re~sted to 

inactivate I1th(Sp). (ComservpAc conf spdltr eer 05558 dtd 9 Oct ' 45 to Cincno? ). 
1l-8~ - 1 Oct'45 report of 17th(Sp).Sec. 1 - location not stated. Repo~t via Z8th ~~. & 

5th 'rig . 17th Q(Sp) . sec. 1,reFort state.s that t he 2nil Sec . ,0.11 not join tLe­
1st Sec. at Guam. Inactivation of 1st Sec. i s anticipated at an p.. rly date. 

~t-t5 - 1 Oct'4~ report of 17th(S,).Sec. ~ - location not .tahed. Report vi. 28tn ~. 
~ 5th 8riC-. 

http:felf9.iu


17th C8 (Special) 

11-14-41 ­

11-16-45 ­

l-Zl-46 ­

1-29-46 ­
2-18-46 -

Comservpae airect s 1 to inactivate t.he. 17th Sp. Sec. 1. Advi goa COlOsprv­
pac when inactivation Is completed. (Comservpac conf epdlt~ g~r 056~ dtd ~ O~t'4, 
to Commarlanas). 
17th(Sp) vas inactivated. date not Biven. (Comservpac restr Itr sar 346-3-~1 utQ 
26 Oot '45 to BuP@rs). Sec.tion .2 J 
Ina,*,ivation of 17th(Sp)/ca cOIDple.tea on 1 Deceaber 1945. !nactivatioTl of 

17th(S,). Sectionl val C4mpleted 31 Oc.tober 1945. (OjnC 17th( Sp) 3"0 . . ~ , 

Itr dtd 1 Dec 1945 to BuPers). 

1 Dec l 45 report of 17th(Sp). 2n~ ~ec. - 1oc2tion not st ated. 
Inactivation of 17th(Sp) 2nd Section was completed on 7 January 1946. 

(Oine 1tr to ComPhi1SeaFron dtd 7 January 1946). 
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Angaur and Leyte, to Pear l Harbor, for 
staging, but plans were altered. 
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C-O-U-P-1-D-E- :i.I:-T-1-A-L 

20 sept. 43 Formed at C8HP Peary, \Iilli8I.lsburg,. \fa. 

13 Nov. 43 Ordered to JD, Gulfport, Li s s. 

30 Fov. 43 Transf e r eel to ABD, Port Hueneme, Californi a. 

16 Dec. 43 Dep areed ABD, Port ~=:ueneme, C3.lifornia. 

e Jan. 44: A::.." r i ved Bmlik a , Russell Is., British Solo~non Is. 

15 DS.rch 44 15 off i cers ~~d 505 men left Russel ls and arrived 
at =:tilirau , 3i slilarck Arch. on 20 ! . ~arch 1945. 

20 April '1:4 e!.1.ain de :;." 
leavil'lg ~ 

of battalion arrived 
.s8e11s. 

at Sdirau aftcr 

14 Aug. 44 ~ntire b 2,t taliol1. returned 
fornard movement. 

to Rus sells to stage for 

15 sept. 44 15 Off i ce rs anc. 6 29 ~:len arrived at Peleliu 8J1d 
lfu"lcled =~- Eour plus 2 of' D- Day, as attacb.ec1 to the 
1st Fione e rs of 1st Larine Division. 

29 s e pt. 44 Bal ance of b a t talion 8J.~rived 
aorin: ope r ati o n s o86 an . 

at ?eleliu 8ncl steve­

16 Feb. 45 3ac t a lion ,:;as s? li t in ~o t,:.,o ( 2) sections, 2nd 3e c­
tio ~l co nsisccin:::; of 1 6 offic e :." s a 11.. ' 498 :T.cn tr aDS­
ferre d to Ul i thi n i -'- ': COIJ.Se ron 'r:2: ~ ~ , t :t.e 1 st Sec tion 
re1. ainin'- at eleliu.• 

S;ne 1st .3e ct:Lon Sy it i n 'co 
3ro. Sectio n f 1 93 r.H~n a:'1d 
to ).n '-aw.", :': 2~au Q-Y·OUp . 

bm SeCt:ilOnS, fo::::" '~1i::lg a 
6 off'ic 8 r s ';/C'cO ':1 9 _'8 sent 

1 9 l.:ay 45 l"1.e 2nd Se c t io n. , cop.sistinS Ol~ _ 5 officers e.nd 
me n, l ef't Ul i tl'::.i fu-:G. a~>rive c~ at Le:rt e / 3~13.r O~~~ 
L:e.y H )f 5 to co nt i rme s t e vedori nc; 'J :;:; ~r a tions . 

467 
25 

23 Jun.e 45 'i:he 1 st and ;:; "'cl .3'?c t lo!'!. , o x-we morc fo r ll_e d i :­_t o t~le 
1st ""1 ~c.Li o!'~ , le~ t ?e-=-.:.. :!':I.l). a.'!·i :~-:~3.:)..l ~.·J~ ith 15 office~s 
B-IlQ 589 l·.~ 11., ~__ -.:. a!"'l-')iTI d a t .:1~2.:..:~ j ~= J.ri a.."n_ ~s ~ slc.::cls , 
OT!. 30 -une 19~5, ?tt ,?c~eC: "' 0 ~ ~1e .26 t:o.. ~ ~C :=te5i::_ el1t aLQ 

5til ~:C3rl. ac!.e., 

i ;O·l.'~ : ':::'ns 2no. sac t i.::lrl.':' 3 .;;ti11 at Leyte/3ol'l" r , ::·ut is s:-;:p c -:ea -:0 
j 0 i n. t ' i.L~ e c 7.; i. o:J. s::"c -:; 1 Y a t G '. SJ. • 

L'i eu -c • 
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