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“We Build, We Fight” 

15th Special Naval 
Construction 
Battalion    

Historical  
Information 



/£("f-J) /_ t 	 15th O.B. (Special - 1st Sects 

f - NC!C ~ 
ABD - Buenem 

Reaq Date - a3 Oct' 43 

Left ABO ~ NO'9"43 

Location - Ov.e~O ~"e, Bollandia 


~ 
9- 3-43 - ORO order. iran.ter of the 15th (Sp) about 11 Sep'43 to Parks. (COO cont. Dhp. 

031513 NOR 9173 to Peary dtd 3 Sep'43) 
9-16-43 - 15th (Sp) left Peary on 11 Sep'43 and arrived Parka 16 Sep'43. (OinO 15th (Sp) 

ltr to Oine Parka) 
10- 8-43 - OUO order. let Sect. of 15th (Sp) to Hueneme about 1.2 Oct'43 - assigned Cub 10. 

(010 cont. D1ep. 081413 NCR 5157 trom CNO to Parke dtd 8 Oct'43) 
10- 7-43 - 16th (Sp) aplit br nominations on 5 Oct'43. 
3-~- 1 Mar l 44 report ot 15th (Sp) 1st Sect. - operatiDg at Gamadodo. New Guinea. 
5-30-44 - 1 Apr'44 report of 15th (Sp) let Sect. - operating at Gamadodo. 
6- 9-44 - 1 MqI44 report ot 15th (Sp) let Sect. - operating t Gamadodo. 
6-.29-44 - 15th (Sp) let Sect. 1. with Cub 10 at Gamadodo preparing to move to Hollsndia as 

ot 31 Ma7'44. (Comservtor7t1t Sec. 1tr A-9 OYer Ser BP-OOI407 to Dirnaed.oeka 
dtd 8 JUD.I 44) . 

7- 7-44 - 15th (Sp) 1. located at Gamadod.o. preparing to move to Ho11andla. Left Milne 
liq about 4 Jun'44. (Comservtor7fit Sec. ltr A-9-4 over Ser 00673 to Budocks 
dtd 14 Jun' 44) 

15th C.B. (Special) - let Sect, 

8- 7-44 - 1 Jun'44 report of 15th (Sp). 1st Sect. - operated at Gamadodo until 4 Mayt44 ­
Balance of month enroute to advance baBe. 

9- 4-44 - 1 Aug'44 report ot 15th (Sp) let Sect. - operating at Hollandia. According to 
Soine ltr of Oommendation to OinO 15th (Sp) 1st Sect dtd 17 Jun'44 states that 
thh batt operate at Gamadodo from 19 Jan'44 to 5 Mq'44. (SoInO at Gama.d.odo) 

9-13-44 - 1 Jul.'oM report of 15th (Sp) 1st Sect. - operat ing at Bol1and1a. Was enroute 
to ad'faDCe baae until 6 Jun ' 44. 

10-25-44 - The 15th (Sp) let Sect. is loeated at Bollm d1&. (Comaerfor7f'lt monthly report 
for A.u8'44 to Budocka Ser. BP001815 Sec. Dtd 1.2 Sep'44) 

11- 8-44 - 15th (Sp) 1st Sect. 1s located at Hollandia. (Comaertor71ft Sec. ltr A9-4 over 
Ser BP-001882 to Budocke dtd 12 Oct'44 monthly report for Sepl44) 

11-29-44 - 15th (Sp) 1st Sect. is located at Rolla."ld1a. (Oomserv7f1t Sec. Dier . to CN(') 
150133 NCR 18921 dtd 24 Nov t 44) 

12-12-44 - When the let Section of the 19th (Sp) 18 transferred to Rollsndla and with th' 
detachment of Lt. Comdr. Mcl1ullen. 0 inC of t of 15th (Sp). the se two un!t s are 
hereby combined into one detachment to be know AS the foll:>wing: 

U.S. Naval Construotlon Battalion (Sp) Dete.choent. TRDI. 
U. S. llaval Be.ses. Navy 3115 

OinC to be Lt. J. J. Heggie. 
(Comserfor7flt Con!. Itr Plo-S over Ser 02353 to Oine } of leth (~p) ~d 1st 
See. of the 19th (Sp) dtd 24 N~44) 

14-13-44 	- 1 Oet'44 report of 15th ~$p) 1st Sec. - ORerat1ng at Holl~nd1a. ~tt ik~s beer 
overseas 12 months, 9 of which served in New ~tinea. 



15th (Sp) 1st 'Sec. 

12-28-44 _ The 15th (~p) 1st Sec. i op~r~ting ~t Hol1pncia.(CoIDserfor7f1t Sec. report :or 
Oct'44 dtd 20 Nov'44). 

1-4-45 - USNCB(Sp) Det. TRIM and CBD NUDE will be R5Rif,ned a ntunber if to eyist 1 ~neer t han 
4 months, Number ~iven by reQuest :1"orn CUO. (CNO ponf. ltr On30-2CK J-rc OVf>r 
(SC)Pl6-5/QR9 over Doc. 146249 over ~er . 01435130 to Com7flt dtd 21 Dec'44). 

1-13-45 - 15th (Sp) ~t Sec. at Fo11pndta with 1st 390. of the 19th (Sp). (Comserfor7flt. 
sec. report of Nov.44 dtd 15 Deo l44) 

2-7-45 - The 41s t CB (SIl) 'lstablishec1 from C.~. S...,edo.l T·<"tn.Ch.ID"Dt 'l'RIM C "> "mo~"r ,) :::' - ': 1::- +- :-. 
(5'0) and 19th (Sp). G0'1'lf'rv7~lt will a~sign a comnle"l'-nt to th~ ·H<;t CE(j- j rld 
rad'~c" t h,,'comple1:len t of ~l1e 15th (Sn) ann 19t h ( sr) accordin .,,;ly .(C '} ~' ! ! 1-' . ltr 
On30-2CKl4-rc over (SC)'P1A-5 Qv"'r J0~ . 15113~ I)VAr S"'T' . 1):<5e~O to C)"1!' ", -:7fl t ,· t n 
23 Jan '45). 

2-13-45 _ 1 Novl44 report of the 15th (Sp) 1st Sec. - operFted Rt Hollandia ~uring Oct'44. 
~-13-45 - 1 Dec'44 combined report of the 15th (Sp) 1st Sec. and. 19th (Sp) 1st 3ec. ­

The two units were merged on 26 Novl44 for operat ional and administrative pur­
poses undet the title USNOB (Special) Det~!D_ejlt. TRIM. 


3-30-45 - 1 Jan'45 repor~ ot the 15th and 19th (Spe)'J!,-,:ocated at Holle.ndla. 

3-31-45 _ 1 'eb'45 report of the 15th and 19th (Sp)a 1st See•• - located at Ho11andia. 


65 men from the 60th CB to be trild to this activity (16th Sp.) 
6-2-45 - 1 Apr l 45 report at the 15th (Sp)let Sec. - located at HollBndia &have been combine 

with the 19th (Sp) Sec.l to form the 41st (Sp). 

15th O.B. (Spedie.l.) end: See'i 

Cards for 1st Sec 1:)BOTC - Pear.r 
under this CArd.A'BD - Parka - Hueneme 

Re~ Da.te - 1 Janl44 
Lett ABD - .2 J'eb 44 . ' Location - Gropao.3 - Kwajaletn & Roi 

~ 

1-23-43 - CBO orders transfer of the 15th (Sp) 2nd Sect. to Ruane.e abou~ 26 Nov 1 43. 
A.s~ed Gropac 2. (Oonf. Disp~ 221731 NCR 2751 from CNO to Parks dtd 22 Nov ' 43) 

2-19-4' - 15th (Sp) 2nd Seot. lett ABD 2 Feb 44. (WB[)' 5-13-44 - 1 AprI44 report of 15th (Sp) and Sect. - no info on location. 
5-30-44 - 1 MqI44 report of 15th (Sp) 2nd Sect. - no info on location -premllDably in Mar­

shalla. 
7-10-44 - 1 Jun'44 report of 15th (Sp) 2nd Sect. - operating at KwaJRlein. Ordera from 

Oolll'orwardArea were rec'd to detach two unit 8 to Roi and Enlwetok. Verbal orders 
have been rectd d.elqing the movement to Eniwetok. 

8-33-44 - 1 Jul l44 report of-15th (Sp) 2nd Sect. -operating at Kwaja1ein and Roi. 
9- 2-44 - 1 Aug'44 report ot 15th (Sp) 2nd Sect. - operating at KvaJalein and Roi. 
0-17-44 - 1 Sepl44 report of 15th (Sp) 2Dd Sect. - location not stated. Report endorsed 

b7' Gropac .2 and Oomdr. Marshalls Sub Area. 
1- 1-44 - 1 Oct '44 report of 15th (Sp) 2nd Sect. - no into on location except tha.t report 

was endorsed b7 Gropac 2 and Comdr Marshall-Gl1oerta area. 
1- 3-44 - One-fourth ot the 15th (Sp) 2nd Sect. is at Kwajalein end the other one-fourth 

at Roi. (Dirpacdocka Sec. ltr Ser 00396 to Oomeerforpac!lt dtd 19 Oet'44) 



15th c.!. ( Sp) 

11-14-44 ­

12-12-44 ­

12-28-44 ­
2-10-45 ­
a..l0-45 ­

G-~-45 ­

3-27-45 ­
4-16-45 ­

4-46-45 ­

5- 8-45 ­

&-1~45 ­

15th (Sp) 2nd Sect. is located at Roi-Ramur and KwaJalein. (COil Marahe.l1- GUberia 

Area t.o Oome rforpacfit Sec ltr Pl6-1/MM/OO/J2- b OTer Ser 00932 dtd 3 Nov'44 ) 

15th (Sp) (Part) loeeted ~t Kvajalein and Namur. (Commar~il ~ea Se~. ~i~p . t~ 

ONO dtd 9 Dec'44 010522) 

15th (Sp) 2nd Sec. operating in t-1arshalls - Oct 144 report. 

1 Nov'44 report of the lfith (Sp) 2nd Sec. - operet1ng at Kwaj alein d ~o! . 


1 Jan'45 report of the 15th (:>1') i:md 3ec. - The division of this batt 1nt) 2 

separate units at Roi IUld KwajaleiD which was affected in Ju.."lel .~ fl. EI ~~t!J!'~r ' !7 


expedient cont lnues in effect and appears to have become a 1'ermfl.'1e nt se-oFrat 1:Jr.. 

All adm1nistratiTe functions continue to be p!rformed by the Batt hdo trs at ~.: ...-aj ­

s.ldo. 

1 Feb'45 report of the 15th (S-o) 2nd Sec. - operating a t G ba sps. or~ b~se OP:~~ 

Kwaja1e1n. 

1 Mar'45 report of the 15th (Sp) 2nd Sec. - located at Kwajalein and Roi. 


1 Apr'45 report of the 15th (Sp) 2nd Sec. - located at KwaJalttn. Au.xili~ serv­
ice at Roi. 
Ref(a) of ltr suggests that section designations of CB (~pec1als) ~. 10.15. e nd 
19 be cancelled due to the fact that the first section of each of these betts 
has been inactivated. In accord therewith. it is requested that there be no furthe 
ref to sec nos. of subject units and that the active sections with their corres­
ponding complements henceforth be designated CB (SpeciAl). (ONO Restr ltr Ser 
214730 dtd 18 Apr' 45 to Bup" rs) 
The 15th (Sp) is located at ~WRjalein ~nd Roi (1 Co e~ loc). (uirnacdocks 3.? 
Sec Rep of 15 Apr 145) 

1 Mq'.S repori of 15\11 (Sp) - operat1Dg w1 th 1 00. at ltwaje11en &. 1 co at Roi. 

6-14-45 ­

)-14-45­

7-1~45 ­

10-1-45 ­
10-12-45 ­

12-12-45 ­

1~-19-45 ­

15th C,B. (Snec1a1) 

I Jun l 45 ~epcrt of the 15th (3p ) - lQc~ted at Kwpjelein pnn Roi. r is ~n t : ' ­
pated that l" portion of this batt ",111 be reo'll red ~t Roi f -:> r ' ,nl.r c m~_ <" f't. 

mos. 
In view of reQuction of fRCi it ips a t Kw jRlein, propo se t c tr~n~ ~er ~:: lr ~~ (S~ 
with 7 off. and 266 mAn. ~rom OE'.hu to KwajP1ein to reliev~ t~ 15th ( :;; r) . Cd 

transfer 15th (Sp) to Oahu. Request your concurrence. (Comservp?c cr:l !1 f di:;l ­
02911 Jun l 45 to Comarg1ls) 
1 Jul'45 report of the 15th (Sp) - located at KwajalAin and Roi. Two stevedoring 
gangs from Ro1 we~e utilized for 17 laye at Kwajalein during Jun'45. 169 men 
comprie1ng 00. IA" are at Roi and 275 men oomprising Co. "Bit are at Batt. hdqtrf; 
at Iwajaleln. 
1 Aug l 45 repo r t of thp 15t h (ST, ) 
f' t KWDj nlein since ~7 F .. b I 4':' . 
1 Sept l 45 report of 15th CB(Sp) ­
1 Oct l 45 report of 15th OB(Sp) ­

- 10 ~ t~::1~t K·.,ra jpl- n ~"1 'P". 

located at Kwajeleln. 
located at KweJa1ein. 43 men trRnsferred for 

discharge under the point system. 

1 Nov l 45 report of 15th CB(Sp) - 1oc~ted ~t Kvajalein. The consolidP t i 0n - f t ;~ 

detaohment formerly at aoi with the unit at Kwa.jalein W'" comn1,- tpd ~n T" ()A t; ''"-'''. 

2 0 ff. & 94 men 81:. HI remain p t 'lfA.ke Is. 

15th(Sp). Sec.2 to bp inActivAted ef~ective upon disposp1 o f pI ~e ~:rl-
&: eqpt. 70 men tran!';~errpd to CBMU 607. (15th( 3D). Sec. j. ltr SE'r T-?7 l~.';... r 

Dec l 45 to Commargi1a) . 


$;. Z- ­
1 Dec l 4."> reIloft of 1f>th( 50) §C-locpted at Kwejplein. 18 'Tnv' 4!" ")P:' c;nr:' 01 .. . ~_ 
detached dutytt Wpke Is. r eturned.to Kw~jp.lein. 

http:returned.to


- -

ON~ 
0 lOERS MEN AUTHORITY~ 

1 Jun'44 18 44B BNP 625 
1 Jul 44 18 462 BNP 625 & R 
1 Augl44 I I 464 BNP625 

BNP6251 ep'44 469 
1 Oct'44 4~3 BIP625 

NoR1 N v'44 lB '164 
1 Dec l 44 17 463 NoR 
1 Jan l 46 17 452 MoB 
1 reb l 45 16 448 MoR 

1 Apr'45 15 510 BBP625 at II 

(I CTIVATED)15th Construction Battalion (SpeciAl) - 1at Sect. 

ON m!!m 
~ OJ'l'ICERS AUTHQ.!ru!H!L
1 Jun l 44 17 ~{oR
30 Jun ' 44 492 Recap. 
1 Jul'44 17 492 MoR 
1 AugI44 16 494 MoR 
1 Sepl44 15 493 MoR 
1 Oct'44 15 492 MoR
1 Nov ' 44 491 13NP625 
1 J an'45 16 484 MoR 
1 Feb'45 16 473 1.fuR 
1 Ma.r' 45 15 470 MoR 
1 Aprl4.5 15 471 BNP625 & MoR 

1 ""'415 16 472 BlP625 & Molt 
1 Jun l 45 17 458 MoR 
1 Jul'45 16 444 lmP625 &: R 
1 AU&145 17 443 BNP625 &R 
1 Sept l 45 (Sec. 2) 16 446 BNP625 &: R 
1 Oct ' 45 (Sec. a) 13 403 BNP625 & R 
1 Nov'45 (Sec. a). 13 259 BNP625 & R 
1 Dec'45 6 141 :BNP625 & R 

15th Construction Battalion (Special) --'-"'Ii6-iIliM'..... 



Locatil)n - K\i!I,j~le1.n 

1-7-46 - 15th(~p) •.)ec. 2 W'~S innctivpted on 6 Dec 145. :ml. pf'l!r~. tIT.n !~rl'ed to Ja~;tJ -, 
(00I\lHershal1s Gilbert g ,A'.-ef' 1 tr snr ~;?l2 d.td JO D~~14E til C~'I rsp.I"VJ1F!C). 

INAC'l'IVATED 



15th CB ",pe __ is l (1 st section) 
:Oaea Of' p;;anizatton 

~<~pY/ 
..,A/<:.- atJ' J~~ n.w. 

// fLJ/33 . 

i. 1 I (' . 

'7 - ./ILoTv /U-,;,.; d i ll / 3d - // d,/"-J - / /A" /V< ~ ~';;-J~ 
30 

~fo(.~ C~~d~ - c:: ~~c/-
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Follovving tb eir "::ol"matior~ and training 
at -=amp Peary, tne 15th Special ,..vas SP-.lt 
l'nto '''-wo s-:-...... 'c·l.-ict._ ns L ..c.~l~st·1.1. - Pe_ .... '··-.. ­Thr-h~ 1o..f!JL ru. j onL J~. ...... .1.. · 
Septen1ber IJ, 194~, for ':-Illenerne . .ll.fter 
·/-~vo Tn;J:~ths of ' c1 lanced ~raini 19 at this 
base the sccti· n d~parted for Gamaclodo. 
Neyv Guinea., Nhere it aSSlln1ed ste~ve­
doring dU'cies t."Jl IVIa.y 5, 1944. On June 
·:L the section. tra:lsferred to Hollandia, 
}>Tev T C~uinca, ,.vh ::;re on No I. 26 jt Inerg2d 
\vith the first section of the 19th Sp'2cial 
rL1d "..,vc!s cOln::niss~oi'led as the 41 sJ 3peeial 
.Dc::tt~hon, -}'be ~eC:)11d se~ ~on of the 15tll 
'r.--' .1._, '"l i l1.e If',· -y'Y, "r.J.::-. - '~~- o' Nn'u ') r· "1 " " "{,Ltv CL~ _l. . l.\._~ ... ~ 'l r 1./ 11 u v • .1...1'0 • .:.~qtj 

',-.l:- C~_1"_1--"_ p)'''''rs re-"'i)"l'''-l·a- :-11 ---:-'teh ')r _ '- t __ L.~l_)..~ 1 . 1." L , ""'0 1..1... _ _ J..:. ., 

194'~, V/~.te!l j. ~ ~lav;~11eL to Iiuenelne a ld 
s hi;,)} er~ .~/erssas. On Feb. 23, the senond 
.:::ection ~:nrjv2j rlt I~\'vD. "1 0 1n, .. d,~t-..qC·l-· 
lTICnt v·'·a' s~:.nt "LO :·..ci di11 fr"l -':'-1 t~ !.rr~ tiT le 

t ill Hi':' \-:1 r'~ ~ -nel -;-h f' ._ erond sE'2tion o.!..~ 
-4.'-_.1 .....n. J"._ ·-l)r-.,~".r-·.....~~i C·'l.'l·L 1.,j'o···l' · 01'}~ :1-) ·~s·:~!t':'t1..... _ U ~.lc 1., Ll•. .f ... _ 
"\\T r !(3 .'~ I . ~ 1 . t I.'.!. ,. "\ ,-l : L l () .1.. _ S 



J?r.~,,­
'~"	 '''!;

;J. ... ~l	{·'·f . • , 


"" .l, .t:,i..} 

ITHIT3.A..ltY 07 TlB 15TH (SP:.sCIAL) CO:·TSTRUCTIGr! :BATTALION 

~ /;:·; 
. :0;...-:':" . --' 

FIRST SECTIOH 

11 Se,P 19~..3 - Left Camp Peary, iTillia:"!lsburg, Va. 

16 Sep 19~~ - Arrived .~D, Port Hueneme. Calif. 

20 )Tov 1943 - Left A3Di Port Hueneme, C~.lif. 

19 Jan 19~4 - Op e rating at G~"j'i1adodo, Hew Guinea. E:rect date of 8.rriva l , unkno\-m. 

5 Me.y 1914 - Ceased opero. tions B.t Gamadodo. 


4 Jun 1944 - Left Hilne Bay on or a bout this date. 


6 Jun 1944 Arrived Holletndia. 


26 :Hov 1944 - 1st Section of 15th (Sp) CJ3 e.nd 1st Section of 19th(Sp) C.13. merged to 
form US:::rCB (S:9) Deta.chment, TRIE, later called 41st (Sp) C.B. 

SECQ1f.:J SJ<;CTION 

26 :lIov 19"'3 - Transferred f rOlil ~rCTC • Cacrp Peary, Uillia;,1sburg, Va. J to Ce~"'Cip :?C'.r k s. 

2 Feb 1%4 - Trc.nsferre<i. from Car:rp Parks to ABD, Port Hueneme and . left for oversea.s. 

23 :F'eb 19"'4 - Arrived at K\·/B.ja.l e in. 

1 Jun 1944 - O:gec:...'l:~i!:.g 8.t AHajalein. A det.?cr..I;1fmt was sent to Roi aoout this ti:Je 
",here it o:!,)erC'. ted conti!1.uQusl..v although battalion ~.e8d'lu.arters re!;la.ir..ed. 
at K'1ajale1n. 

1 Aug 1945 - Located at K\-,ajalein and Roi. 

T~: e ~1Joye i t:.ner2.ry is base<l upon the records ave.ila.ble in the O.Ll . <Qe:-c:.. tio,,"s 
Section of the :Bureau of Haval Person!'lel. 

6 Septe~ber 1945. 

http:t:.ner2.ry
http:re!;la.ir..ed
Seabee Museum
Declassified
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