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LOO 
~i8tr1button of ,8- ~mle l in ~rope - (Con"' , _s..."j 

6ldO _ "'0 143) 
Men 

Plymouth 2 74 
:R se 2 .d. 135 
~nJJnouth 44 
E:r~ter a 248 

10th (~p), 2nd Seetin ~~D, r DC t for Dpc l 43 - 1 4 o:=ic~r~ AI~ - ,Q r.p~ ~. 


Exeter, 1 off. JUld 53 ['len Flt Plym':),...th. 1 off . "'n~ 42 men t F"l lt'')'lth. J :,:':-. 

~d 3 men p.t Hdotr~. of l~t. ,P.g • • 1 nff. ~d A m~n ~ t ' l.l'orn H~vpn , 15.l'~ ' :J 

10 men p..t I' rt!'1()1lth. 

1 Feb'44 report of 10th (.:ip, _ Opera tions; ""f)r mont.h I')f' Jrm 1 .:1.4 ',.,"'''<'! ' t -=1 ... ","""' , 


Tivert n. P1YMo tt~ ~q forfl. F<>ven. Ppn t.h. 'E'p.1mouth. and vert n·l.t~.
1 

lOth (Sp). 2nd Section hdotr 8 re ~t Dve t f' l'. De'tTon, ?nf'lc.nd . (l3th '~e '. --- ';:-.1:' 
report for Jan l 44,)
1 Har l ¥- report of the 10th ( '3 p) , ?nd 3pc • - ope!" tine ,.. t :'vp tpr, :] :1 I .. 

_' Ribnouth, !le.rt r.. 'nth. "l.nd Pen tho M'l~or1. Hl>ven de chmpnt r"'''' ''''np:, t.J ,xl':e 


1~ Feb '44. 

1 Anr 144 r<>port of Illth (~ ), :dud .;eC"t. - 0 '0 r in~ .,t. ":1... tp,.. .?l:rnon h , :"" ­

mouth. and Dartmollth. 

lOth JE. (Sp). 2n ;.)pct. , d -tpched from 13th Rep' . E'nd I) rderf' d .r) ~IJ. '.3.'-..E· 

;;vptf'lr . (l:z.th Re;>,. rel)Qrt +'~,. .'co!"44) 
.1. y'44 l"e'])ort of 10 th (81'1). 2ntt Spct . - opcl"~tiIlP- Elt :]xete • Pl:"'".'"".l.tn. ~rt-
mouth 'lnd F . I'louth . 
1 Jun 144 rep rt of 10th (Sp). and " ~ct. - opP"et111P (It , ct ...r. Plym..... t t :-, . J~ rt ­
mouth. and Fa1m~ tho 
1 Jul'44 report of 10th ('J:p). 2nd Sect. - onerEltine: f't 'Expter . Pl;m':HJt.\J, "" " <>rt?r, 
cnd Dartmouth. 
10th (Sp). 2nd Sect. ni)W s+.eved-:>l"ine t R:-.reter <md South C"..,~t P-:>r'l;s. ( C",nTI''''L''l 
Sec . Mf'lmo to Ad..ro. t rk dtd 2f' Jul'44) 
1 Aug'¥- report of 10th (::Jp). 2nd :,ect . - Stf',pdor~ ... pt ":~te!'. Pl?::o'l.t~· , '1C 
FPlmouth. 
1 "ep'44 report of'lOth (31'J ) , 2nd Sect. etp.vedoring Fl.t :W:xpt,pr E-.r~d. P3"""' -1+1-t . 
1 Octl44 rpport of' 10th (5.,... ), :~nd -flC • - ste ~1.o 1n~ At ~:!e':. e :- ~r,d. l-' ~' '':;I:'~ '''I-• • 
Report endorged by 13th qp . • 
1 th Re? nor con tsts of '.. e 3?th ;' nd 10 th r:lB (3p). 2::l.d Sf> t . . - .~.. tho:-I..t:: 
requE''3tfld to rt flbnnd thp l~th Reg . and the bpt: ~ to report t o "'0 1, h i ~ 1 :'. I, "' ,. r _ 

n~VE"U to C~TO conf. diap . :n1216 nOR 101 dtd 21 Oct 144) 
1 act '44 reT,ort of ho l:'yh ",-PD". - ;'hl')ut t Le middlp of '::P. •• Hx ' 1';:":1": 0:' .. , '" 

lOth ( p). 2nd Sect •• werp mO'Ted frn'll :; :n~ er. :,Ievon ", :::'0 'pv, "0"'T'··.,1 . t" 1 ., 

ships retu!'n1n~ to thE' U . ~ . r:>he dpt"lcrmAnt moved brck to --.... '!tpr "n~ :·l:r:-'''''+ -'': 

on or <,bout d? -:;en' 44, thFltr job "'t "'0 fey nvine been co mplet.pr'. 
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4-25-45 ­

6-10-45 ­
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Locf'tion ­

b-31-45 ­

6-6-,*5 ­

6-0-45 ­

6-41-45 ­

6-25-45 ­

6-25-45 ­

'....'hr· ll )th ( .:>:t::). ~nd. 3~ct .• ~!,~.p=p;; t" !'e~;:l!·t to ~')!lI'l!.b·uJr ":. Ilil t 'J ' . " 

~;--th i.e-' . i "l (1"!"<'11v Ii. :~': •• "<;;'l ':cnc.. s • ~. -. r !1~""Tl.l.r r. -:'':'­
dti B T')V1 44 ) 

1 NOVI44 report of 10th (Sp) 2nd Seo. - oper~ted at E%eter ~nd Plymouth ~u~lnr 

Oot'44. Report endor~ed by 13th Re~iment. 


1 Deo'44 report of 10th (Sp) 2nd Sec. - located at Exeter. 
1 Jen'45 report of the 10th (Sp) 2nd Sec. - loca.ted at Bxeter. off . ':".j 7 .. -en 
were on temp. duty at ~le, Cornwall from 2 Dec to 10 Dec l 44. 1 off . ~Li ~o m~~ 
r~t'd from temp duty at Falmouth on 15 Dec l 44. 1 of f. ~d ~O ~n on t~~p -~ty 
at ~1ymouth from 26 Dec to ~1 Dec ' 44. 15 men were trp,..D.sferred to Hie 114t!-1 ::3 
on 13 Dee l 44. 
1 Feb'45 report of the 10th (Sn) 2nd. Sec. - locpted at NavF1 Amph ;:)11rnl:J !:p",,~ 
Exeter. 
1 Apr'45 report of the 10th (Sp) 2nd Sec. - located at Exeter. Davo::;.. 

1 r'45 report of the 10th CB (Sp) See.2 - loeated in U.K. 
Ref (a) of ltr suggests that· section designations of 013 (Specials) 7. 10 . 15. FtIla 
19 be canoelled due to the fact that the first section of each of these bat s h ­
been inactivated. In accord therewith. it 1s requested that there be no further 
ref to sec nos. of subjeot unite and that the active seotions ~ith their corre8~ 
complements henceforth be designated 013 (Special). (ONO Restr ltr Ser G14?30 dtd 
18 Apr l 45 to &'pers) 
1 Ma,'45 report of 10th (Sp) - located at e'er. 
ETD 3 Jun'45 10th (Sp). (Comneveu con! dlsp 181056 to Bupere) 

~von 10th C.B . (Special) 

WhBn d i rected by proper au.thority. Lt Corndr Murrf>ll. Cli1C, wHI tA e ch::r~e 0:' 

the off ;:..nd men (l~ of:. ftILd approx 445 men) e..no. proceed to Davi s vil l e p.n.i ~'ero;-t 


to co pending furrt3 pflrsonnel . (Comphibsukay conf disp 2515:JEB Mpy'45 t o r;~ · v­

phibsupbp.se Exeter) 

14 off. and 445 men of the 10th (Sp) for NCT~ ~av1oville l~ 3t a d ~~ Of : ·er.~r_· 


bMrd USAT Geo Washington . (Comn!'.'lTt'u conf d1sp 021612 Jun l 4.5 t o iUO, 

1 ~el45 report of the lOth(Sp) - location not giv • Report routed via CO 
USnS:E kehr, lIlDgland. 


lOth (Sp) reported this stetlon 12 Jun l 45 from overseps ~rith IG of:. ~nd 445 ~en. 

Men due return from le<>ve 17 July to 25 July. 125 men reportinr to C"'i1, p~ ~.t~ ~ . t' 

Remainder 320 men will repo=-t to Endicott. (NCTO Davisville TWX 19224" t~ :?;,p('r ,~ 


Upon arrival of 10th (Sp) at Camp Endicott it 1s directed that this unit be in­

activa.ted and the personnel be given rehabilitation lap-vee Bwsmmmt8Iiz~ixT. 


(Bupers coni Itr dtd I June to 00 NOTC Davisville) 

Decommissioning report of the 10th (Sp) as of 15 June rec1d. 
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1 Jul t 44 
1 144­
1 Sept <A 
1 Nov'44 
1 Dec'44­

1 Har'45 

0 ICBRS 

15 
15 
14 
13 
11 

17 

.mm: 
481 
483 
473 
440 

0 

461 

Atr!'HQ. :TY 

MoR 

MoS 

r~oR 
MoR 
.oR 

~·_3 

loth Construction Be.ttalion (Special) _ 1st Sect. ( 

• . ., .. I", .....' 
10th C.B.(Spec)/4t ~ 

Training Sohedule 

NOTO 
!ED 

• Pear.y 
- Davisville 

R~ady Date - 25 Feb'44 
Left ABD - 23 Feb '44 
Looation - Pearl Harbor. MldvaJ 

LOG 
8-13-43 -Lt . Van SchaiCk assigned Oin C in pl CPo of Co~dr. Gaideick. (Budocks )tr +. ~-_~rG 

dated 31 July 1943. 
9-16-43 - Lt. <1..'1. Schaick detach d to become Dine of tlte 14th (Spec). (Me;no fro._ C ........ . 


FC''' to Ar-8 dated 9 Aug:tl t ' 43) 
8-27-43 - Lt. Oocdr. Hendrickson assigned as OINC(Budocks ltr to :Bupers dated 10 Aug. '~..:3) 
9-10-43 - Lt.(jg) Tenuto detached to P~ary(Budocks Itr to Bupers dated 2 Sept. 143) 

1-11- 44 _ Lt. omdr Hendr1ckaon detached to Peary(lludocka ltr to llupers dated 5 Jan 14l) 
1- 11-44 - Lt. Hadean deSignated 0.8 01nO of 10th CB(Sp)(hdocke 1tr to hpert dated 

5 JanU817 t oM). 
2-11-44 - Ens. Vleet dete.ched to ABD Davil\v111e(Budocks Itr to Bupers dated 7 Feb'<14,). 
2-11-44 - Ens. Featherly as8igned from Peary(Budocks ltr to Bupers dated 7 F~b '44). 
2-18-44 - L1eut ~rdiDg ass i gned from Peary (BuDocks itr t BuPers dated 12 Feb 1944) . 
2-29-44 - 10th Spec le t Sec. left Dav19v1~le 2Z Feb ' 44 with 15 officers and 489 men.(ABD 

Davi&ville 24TWI2256Feb1944). 
~1-44 -- Offic r roster ch~cked with 18 Feb'44 roster of ~ovement orders - De ached Lt.C dr. 

C ne.MC, & Ens. Biddick. SC. Add~ Lt . SA.piro , r·tC, Lt. Franklin, Che, Lt. Roush. 

DC, and Ens. Keating, se. 



10th (Sp) 11 
" 

4-28-(4 - Lt. Simp_on, Lt.(jg) Stramiello. Gorham, Ens. Anderson and Carp. Hall detached 
to Mid" for duty under Lt. S1JDpaon.(20th Reg. ltr 20J1CR/Pl6-4/00 over (3344)AGVSJ 
eta to Lt.(jg) Stramiello dated 27 Mar l 44). 

5-11-44 - Officer roster checked with 1 Aprl44 report and O. 00. "AI plus part of a hdqta Co. 
consisting of 5 officers and 235 men sa11ed for M1d,,8lV' 29· Mar 144-. Tbh batt located 
a.t Aha, Pearl B. 

6-21-44 - Lt.(jg) Harding d~tached t o Det. 1034(2nd Brg. Itr 2NCBr-Oe-HCB'tr over Pl~-3 to 
subj. officer - no date). 

7-10-44 -Officer roeter checked wi th 1 Jun 144 re:9ort and OX. Operating at Pearl.H. "Ul~ 
Midway. 

?-12-44-l"Jt.(jg) OIMare. assigned from Det. l034(2nd Brg. 2nd End. ctd n Jun l44 on D~t. 1''J"''··i 
Itr dated 3 Jun'44). 

7-12-44-CbCarp. Larson detached to Charlottesv1Ile(Budooka Itr to Bu?~r~ dtd 22 ~lnI44). 
7-17-44 Lt (.1g) !bllpott aaa1gned trom 2nd Brig (OinO 2nd Irig ltr 21I0Br-06-BO:e/tr over P16-4 

7334 dtd 6/aa/44 to Subj Off.). Lt(Jg) OIMara detached to 14th (sp) (OinO 2nd Brig 
1tr 2!lCBr"()6-HO:e/tr OTer P16-4 7342 dtd S/aa/44 to Subj Ott.) 

B-1-44--0fficer roster checked with 1 Jul l ·44 report - ad.ded Carp. E111s. Olleratir-.& at 
P.R. and l-11dwlq. 

8-29-44 - 1 AugI44 report ot lOth Sp. (1st Sect.) - operating at Midway t'lDd Peer1 Harbor. 
10-\0-44 - 1 Sep'44 report of 10th Sp. - 1st Sect. - opere t1n.g at I'Qc:r! Herbor :'InC. ~:"-J.w~-. 
10-28-44 - lOth(Sp) bt Sec. inactivated. Sec. 1 of the 10th (S-p) 1st Sec. I- t ~~ic.'tl~· "".Lt1. ::; 

officers and 234 men are to be len( \\Tn as OAt. 1074(Sp). '1!!,f' "9f..!'t ')f t'1e lOt~ ,} 
at uahu wi t1 q off i cPl'S ann "41 men 8.re to fill como1e8er: ts I')f GB (~) ' s i t~!" 
Hawaii~ Area. I no.ctivation effel'!tive upon ctirection of Cine oa. I CN"!.... c,1n-. 1tr 
Op30-2CIO.5-UOT over (S)C)Pl6-1/QR9 over S<>r. Ol~27130 over Doc 1:1,8f>42 tc BllT.ers p.nc.
ClIlcpoa dtd 19 Oot 144. 

10th (Sp) - Sec~ 

14-15-44 - 10th (Sp). Sec. 1 inactivated as of 10 Nov'44 and Det. 1074: established s.s of 
10 Novl+4-. Oine of 1074 to report to 20th Reg. by ltr. (RAB Conf. 1tr HAB­
06-HCB/ob over P16-1 Ser 7440 to OinO 10th (3 ) 1st Sec. dtd 24 Nov'44) 

12-28-44 - 1 Nov'44 report of 10th (Sp) Seo. 1 - located at P.H. and Midway. Report endorsea 
by ZOth Regiment. 

~-13-45 ­ 1 Dec l 44 re~rt of the 10th (Sp) Sec. 1 - The 50 men assigned to mmp duty on 
18 Sep'44 ret'd to duty with the unit on 4 Nov l 44. 10th (Sp) See 1 W~8 1n£etl~ tee 
as of 10 Nov'44. All enlisted personnel have been reassigned and tran3ferred 
as authorized. 

Z-13-45 - 1 Dec'44 report of the 14th (Sp) - 53 men were recld from the 10th (Sp) on 
25 Nov'44. 
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~ tm'IOnas L AUTHORITY 

30 Jun'44 
1 Aug'44 
1 Sep'44 
1 Oct' 
1 Nov'44 
1 Dec'44 
1 Jan l 45 
1 'eb'45 

16 
17 
20 
20 
20 
18 
18 
18 

502 
494 
490 
488 
483 
481 
466 

460 

Recap. 
13!iP625 
MoB. 
y..,l1 

MoR 
t.toR 
Moa 
MoR 

1 Mar'45 17 461 MoR 

1 Junl 45 14 Roster 

10th Oon truction Battalion (sPecial.) _ 2nd S ct. (IlUCTIVA!l'ED) 

lOth C.B. (~peeial) 2nd See 

0-38-45 - History of lOth (Sp) GIld See continued: 
- Dec l 43 - Stevedore units were dispatched from Exeter to Te1gnmouth, S~lcombe. 

Milford Haven, Newton Ab 0ott. and Dartmouth, in addi tion to the de­
tachments alre~ ftt Plymouth a.m FE:.lmouth. 

G8 Jun'44 - .2 off . and 75 men ",ere dispntched from Exeter tt;l e.ssist Plymouth Dpt . 
5 Aug'¥- - 2 offl a.nd 62 men ",ere sent from Exeter to Portla.n6.-V!eymouth. 

21 Sept44 - .2 of~. and 53 men were sent from Exeter to Exeter To Fowey f ar ship 
loading operations. 

3 Dec'44 - 1 off. and 40 men were sent from Exeter to Bugle ~I to load out­
dsted and defeotive ammunition. 

27 Decl~ - 1 off. Rnd 40 men again assigned to LST to jettison ammuniton. 
31 Mar'45 - 1 off . and 30 men were sent from Exeter to Plymouth to construct 

quarters for Admiral. Flt Air Wing 7. 
4 Apr'45 - 1 of:. Bnd 15 men were dispatohed from Exeter to Hurley. 3erk~ . 

Operations at PlYmouth: 
30 Oct l 43 - The Plymouth detachment left Rosneath, Scoth'nd f'.nci ar'~v ct. ;-i.71cc;t:-. 

31 Oct 14:3. 
6 Deo'43 - 1 off. and 20 men departed for Te1gnmouth, leaving 1 off. ~r~ 5~ rupc 

at Plymouth. The complement of this actiVity \fA s inc ref/sed frl') l:'! 
time to time by personnel from Exeter. 

Oueretions at Felmouth: 
29.~O Oct'43 - 2 off . end 4? men Arrived Falmouth and were assi~~ed r.uarters - ~ 

Beoon Hill. 
14 MayI':l:4 - This detpchment WEI.S transferred to Exeter. t8@P duty at Jtlr.-.cuth 

completed. 



10th C.B. 

6-i;!9-45 - History of the lOth (Sp) 3ec 2 froo 17 JuP ':.:3 to 28 May' 45. t I- e d 0 hp 
tour of duty in the }!I'O ~ 
l? Jul'43 - Lt. D.L. Murrell as deta~hed from duty as Expc p.nd. ::>rc..ered .', :- ..., :-.. 

on or about 17 Jul t .;3 to Cine Rea Bks Dav sville :0:' duty f' :o 21n; 
~d 3ec and for duty outside U.S. 

20 J'Ul'43 - Co D and 1/4 Hdqtra Co 'Were detached and fromed into C3.., l u I? ?'u~ e 
off. and men were replaced by CD 2042. consisti.nE of f ,C. ~ n :i G'; 
men. This dr~ft reported from Camp PeAry 18 AuP,14~. 

1 Sep'~ - Batt was alerted for overseas duty. 

2 Sep'43 - Advance detachment of 3 off. and 82 men departed from ABO D2vi~'n l lo 


and boarded ship at N.Y . to serve as gun crew. 

4 Sep'43 - Batt entrained for New York. 

5 Sep'43 - Sailed from New York. 


15 Sep'43 - Batt arrived Rosneath, Scotland. 
16 off. and 502 men dispatched from Roaneatb as follew~: 

5 Oct l 43 - 4 off. @Jld 125 men to Exeter. 
15 Oct'43 - 4 off. end 126 men to Exeter. 
29 Qct'43 - 1 off. and 40 men to Falmouth. 
30 Oct'~3 - 2 off. and 75 men to Plymouth. 

9 Nov t 43 - 1 off. to Exeter. 
4 Dec ' 43 - 4 off. and 130 men to ZXeter. 

Operations at Exeter: 
6 Dec'43 - Remdning 4 off. and 130 men arrived Exeter fro Rosner-th. Perc:: 

,hdqtrs were eatabl1 shed at US NavAmph Supply :Sase, E..'Ceter. 

10th CB (Snecl~l) 2nd Sec 
6-48-45 - History of the 10th (Sp) 2nd 5ec continued: 

Operations at Dartmo~th: 
30 Dec~43 - 1 off. and 10 men were dispatched to US Nav Adv Amph Base. Dartmouth. 

5 Jul'44 - Operations of this detRchment completed. Det retd to E7.eter • .)e 'I':.t • 

INACTIVATED 


http:consisti.nE


· lOt!: ,... Special (8wi e~I .. 

)ate Organ1za t lon I aca tj qn 

FRAt P.tf . 

y/' ~( --; '-' f 

,/j; 3 )~~A/ 

1//1 ~ I ~d 
~ II/..AP'- cu::rcl;"d~ ~~~ ~ ~A,Y, 
o I:i. 11>3 o(lu . 
~~~ it A:!a, fi..U,Z;; -x.L~~ f ~.., u-<-.e C .tt5 :~ 

~ ~~ . J9/&S'Bcl? ~_ ~~~~~- fFA 

loth CB Spe cial (1st section) 
!late Organization Location Refar ence 

,-?3d ~u ftr ,J ~ / J/7Jd ~ / Y ~d ­
..tJ ~c~ ~~<E;;{~~ ' 

Seabee Museum
Declassified

Seabee Museum
Declassified



u.s. NAVAL AMPHIBIOUS SUPPLY BASE, EXETER 1'l-2'6JoLf 


LIFELINE OF INVASION 

~HE story of Exeter is in four puts. Fitted together, these parts combine to make 
a naval epic of how a great amphibious supply base came to be the lifeline of 
history's greatest amphibious operation. In each of these parts there were moments 

of greatness and moments of disappointment. But, now that the invasion of Europe is 
successful history, it seems just to say that the moments of greatness were definitely 
ascendant. In brief, Exeter's story encompasses the Days of Planning, the Days of Mud, 
the Days of Growth, and the Days of Fruition. 

From its beginning, it was planned that Exeter should be the supply heart for an 
amphibious fleet which would someday take to the narrow channel sea that leads to 
France in numbers and in strength which even a few years ago would have seemed fantastic. 
But it is doubtful if anyone, in the beginning, realised to what proportions Exeter must grow 
before she could do her job as she was ultimately called upon to do it. 

Exeter really began in September of 1943, and her beginning was the assembly of 
eight officers and 121 men at Lido Beach, Long Island. Of these eight officers, five are 
still at Exeter, and they have seen their number added until, at its peak, Exeter carried 
on her rolls 200 officers and 2,600 men, whose efforts were spread throughout 32 
departments. 

Early in 1943 plans were laid for the esta blishment of a group of United States 
Naval amphibious bases in Southern England. Later it was decided that Exeter should be 
the central lifeline of supply for these bases, and a map of Southern England will show 
how well her geographical location made her able to be that. To Falmouth, Fowey, Ply­
mouth, and Dad'mouth, and to ali the other bases which ultimately comprised the operat­
ing backbone of the United States Naval Forces in Europe, Exeter's position made it 
possible for her to move materials in less than a day by road, overnight by rail. Her 
geographical position thereby gave her the first requisite of an amphibious supply base: 
an ability to move urgently needed materials. 

To function and to grow, Exeter needed access to rail connections, and she needed 
room in which to rear her 85 warehouses and 198 huts and four auxiliary buildings. When 
finally completed, the base at Exeter covered 95 acres, with an additional 75 acres acquired 
as open-storage areas in Hawkerland Valley and at Winslade Park. 

The land upon which Exeter was built was partly farmland and partly nine holes 
of an 18-hole golf course . This land was acquired by the British Government for the 
United States Navy. Actual construction began on 12th October, 1943. 

October, like most Octobers in England, was a period of rain. So were the 
winter months which followed it. Rain came down in endless sheets for endless days, 
and the soft farmland and the green turf of the golf course gave way and sprouted mud. 

The mud became Exeter's greatest enemy. It mired down her trucks day after 
day, and held them fast until the tractors came to pull them out. It made walking across 
the areas of construction a painful and laborious task. It swallowed up the first attempts 
at roads until, finally, a total of 100,000 loads of rock and sand· had to be poured into 
the area before the roads were sound. It made the building of Exeter's warehouses 
on schedule a task which sometimes seemed impossible of accomplishment. It gave 
every man who worked at Exeter in those days "mud phobia." He walked through it 
by day, and washed himself free of it at night; his clothes were caked with it, and its 
pungent odour was with him while he slept. It caught at his vehicles and his machines, 
clogged equipment, choked radiators, sunk foundations. It was his greatest enemy, and 



continued to be his greatest enemy all through the winter months when the construction 
fever was at its height. Neither he nor Exeter was free of the mud until the Spring of 1944. 

By Spring, however, most of the headaches of construction were over. But during 
those long months of construction, the delivery of supplies from the States could not 
wait. Often at the rate of 200 freight cars per day the materials of war poured into 
Exeter, and there was no place for them except in the open, or under the cover of 
hastily erected tents. So with the coming of Spring, and the near-end of construction, 
there was the big job of moving these great piles of material into the new warehouses, 
of segregating it by classes, of inventorying it, of ordering still more and more material. 
And throughout this period of organisation and growth into a functioning base-as the 
needs of the amphibious bases. which also had been growing, began to multiply-Exeter 
found it necessary to function as a source of supply even while she was still in need of 
time to put her own house into order. By late February, 300 trucks a day were moving 
out of Exeter to the amphibious bases around her, and long lines of freight wagons were 
being loaded at the railwav sidings for those same bases. Not yet in commission, Exeter 
was already the lifeline of invasion preparations, and her trucks thundered out that mes­
sage to the bases she was supplying by night and by day. 

Exeter went into commission on 3rd February, 1944. On that day, the task which 
lay before her was clear: invasion could not be many months away; on every side the 
need for urgent speed was evident; there was a tremendous supply job to be done, and 
not much time in which to do it. But there was no man at Exeter who did not feel that 
the job could be done with even greater success than the mud of the previous winter had 
been licked, and the problems of organisation had been overcome. There was reason 
for such confidence. As Exeter went into commission, the departments under her com­
mand were marshalled for the tasks which lay ahead. 

TENTH SPECIAL CONSTRUCTION BATTALION 

The Tenth Special Construction Battalion has been the muscle of Exeter. And the 
impact of its ability to handle material has been felt likewise at Falmouth and Dartmouth 
and Plymouth-at every United States Naval Base in England where the stevedoring talents 
of this battalion have been needed to handle the materials of war. 

Upon the men and officers of this outfit has been thrust the tremendous job of 
loading and unloading the millions of tons of material which have fed through the Exeter 
mill. This battalion has been at Exeter since Exeter's beginning, and it had more than its 
share of the mud and the growing pains, and of the pressing responsibilities of the days 
of invasion. 

Nineteen thousand six hundred freight cars have been unloaded by this battalion 
at the railroad sidings in Exeter. But this has been only one phase of its work. It has had 
to handle those loads many times. As the material has poured from the freight wagons, 
TF.lnth Battalion men have put it into the trucks of Exeter, and have unloaded it again 
from those trucks on Receiving Section platforms, at Hawkerland Valley, at Winslade Park, 
at every Exeter warehouse. 

This battalion has taken 200 freight cars in its stride as one day's work. And it 
has yet found time to give its help to many another Exeter problem. It has run the shore 
patrol at Exeter, staffed the galley at the Officers Mess, completely built in its own shop 
six 25-ton trailers and converted 15 dump trucks into cargo trucks. It has erected huts 
and operated a typewriter repair shop; its influence has been felt in every phase of 
Exeter's operation. 

And when it has been called upon to help elsewhere, it has done so with a spirit 
and an ability which have established performance records. seldom equalled by similar 
organisations. At Plymouth it has unloaded in three days a ship which the Army has 
required eight days to unload. From midstream, in a lighterage operation, it has licked 
the unloading of a 4,000-ton ship in 3* days of concentrated effort. Few phases of United 
States Naval activity in Europe have been left untouched by the productive punch which 
the 17 officers and 527 men of this battalion have packed into their months of operation 
in England. . 
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