
 

“Construimus, Batuimus” 
“We Build, We Fight” 

8th Special Naval 
Construction 
Battalion    

Historical  
Information 



-
8th 

(departed Seattle 2 Aug143) 

I.OG 
6-~O-43 - 8th (Sp) to move to AED Hueneme. (TWJC.'301!"i20-t;..A.~ from WA S~"'be"~ t , t;: ABD c · · ~ ~··i l ".. 

7- 1-4~ - 8th (Sp) lst Sect. n i.P'Iled to Du ch H rbor . d Sect. aes_gn~d I) ?:,)~ . ~1:. 
(Com 1~ to om .~Sec dti 6-21-43 - c. D p.) 

8- 4-43 - 8th B 1st and ~d otiens Antr~inpd ~r Fu nAO" 30 Jul l d~ - __ t q~~t. 'e. 4y __ 

tl J~ Y. 41Bk - 2nd Sec~ . d _tin~tion Dutch rhor. ( sp . Hu~no~c to Rud ~~3 
301950 July) 

3-17-44 _ 1st Section of Bth (Sp) 1oc?ted at Attu. (1st 3r ~. rpr~rt ~ bo~tr dt' 1 M~- ~~, 
6- 13-44 - of lst Se~t . At,b (:3p) errivp.d P2rrQ f./29/44. 4 of'!'. <\nd_ 3:-'!"i men . C 3K) 
7-10-44 - t Jtm l 44 report of 8th ~B (p 1st Sect. - (!on~is ~ ('If 1 o'!''!'. :'nd .r::;r- :l r . • 
B- 3-44 - 1 Jul l 44 report of ~th (~n). lRt 5(1c~, - f)..,"r~ tinE" l't Att'l. 
9- 4-44 - 1 Aue'44 report of 8th (3n). l~t Sect. - on~rptinr ~t tt~. 

1 )-13-44 	 Ilth(Sp) I E'S pI t into '~ sectbns on I? J 1'43 . On 29 ''±4, ~?~:. ~ 'r "'~:". 
split to '!'orm 3ect.~. t the ;nr t<'s el~t tirnf' , th'5 b~tt i~ " • . l~ t tn+:c ;- : r~ : ? ~.: . 

e~_ch It'O'"rox. '. a '1 t in str"""p't.h. 10 pted in ~ iH f'~ ren qpct'l ....~ .; f ';r T. : -;- , 

(Oine 8th p . ltr e :)pU5!:TC:S-;Z~ oVAr AQ- '(? :J ):~ over )P:!' 71, r.,: ';"1.." ":-: - ~ ~ "" "': . 
10-18-44 - , 3(,'0 1.J4 ren')!'t of 8th ('3""'), l"t ~p~" . - """"r~tin.:7 ct. t·,~•• "~':' "'-; '-!''''''C ..,-

9th .RAe. 

http:3(,'01.J4


11-1 __ 44 

1-28-44 

,1-29-44 

.1-30-44 

.2-1-44 _ 

l2-l2-44 

L2-14-44 

1-2~ 

2-10-45 
~12-45 

3-5-45 - 

3- 5-45 
3-8-45 - 

3-31-45 --

Onm 17 renn...sts t hat p , d... tsc""lm"'nt c(m"i~tinJ· ..,f l~ 


r."',l t to Attn, K')ci l , ~n,1 Dllt~!1 H Thor !'" • .....,i:l aft"'r 1 D,.C" 1l4 '" -:' r"l_"·-e - .. 

8th aB (Sp) for r~turu to th~ s";n,tl"s. (C o::'! l? !5-c. 1 ~l' to C J: Ii ? !F'! ,- ] I c::, .... -:
5O/1n f}v~r 3(OT. on89 (ltfl " NJv ' .1.4). 

8th (Sp) might return to U.S . if relief ta given. (00 13 Sec . d1sp to Com 17 

232337 NOR 1968 dtd 24 Nov'44) 

Relief tor the 8th (Sp) will not be readf until Feb 1 46. (ONO eon!. d1sp. to Com 

13 and 17 241615 dtd 24 NOV'44) 

1 Oct'44 report of 8th (Sp) 1st Sect. - ope rating at Attu. Report endorsed by 

9th Regiment • 

1 Nov'44 report of 8th (Sp) 1st Seot. - operating at Attu. Report end~r6ed by 

138tb OB. 

8th (Sp). all sectione. to be returnAd to the U.S. e,nd replaced by these t 1"8e 


Ass igrun~llJ;detachments: 

CBD 1017 5 off. & 210 men Kodi~k 


CBD 1076 5 of • & 175 men Dutch Harbor 

OBD 1077 5 off. & 208 men Attu 


To be made reedy at NnTC Davisville 1 Feb'45 

(CNO See. 1tr Op30-2CK1 2-UOT over (SO)P16-l/ND17 over Doc. No. 143914 over Sere 

014083:30 to Bu-pers. :Budocks. Com 13. find 17 dtd 4 Dee l 44) 

From the Chronologicel History of 1st Brigade 

11 Aug l 43 _ 8th (Sp) prrived from U.S. - t for Attu - arrived Ad~k this d te o 
T Aug'43 - 8th (Sp) arrived from u.s. - ~ Kodiek. 

(Com 17 Sec. ltr NDl?/Al2? Sept43 - Det. of 9 men at Shemya. l/L7 ov~r 5O/ 2b over 3~r . 
28 Feb'44 - t lett Kodiak for Dutch Harbor. 0096 to Budocks dtd 6 0 44 
20 May l 44 - t left for States. 

8th CB (SpeciAl) - Sec. 1 

8th (Sp) Sec. 1 located at NAS Attu with 13 off. and 249 men. Departed Seattle 

2 Aug'43. (Naval Oonst. Forces Alaskan Sector 9 Jan'45 conf. report) Det. 1077 

available 1 Jeb'45 to replace it Section. 

1 Jan t 45 report of the 8th (Sp). See. 1 - located at Attu. 


1 Dec'44 report of the 8th (Sp) . Sec. 1 - located at Attn. A unit has oeen fonr.ed 

within the batt to locate. prppar8 inventories, nnd ship surplus e~ulprrent end 

construction mat~rials. • 

8th (Sp) Sec . diap to SecNav 192207 Feb l 45 - requesta that Comdr. Harr be eiven 

orders to return to the U,S. on -present return cruise of 55 Failing with the off. 

and men of all three sections of- the 8th (Sp). 

1 Feb'45 report of the 8th (::ip) S c. 1 - lOCAted at Attu. 

All Sections of the 8th (Sp) ordered to embark on S5 Failing for U.S.(Coml7 S~c. 

dhp to sen-eral adees 052138 Mar'45). 

The 8th (~p) returned Pprks fro-n. ov<>rsea,9 27 Mar'45 with 31 offi"r A ,~ 71 n. 

(Parks NTX 280026 Mat" 4S to Bn-l~erSl). 


a CB (Sp) will be required at Eeaver beyond 1 Jul l 45. If the 7th (Sn ) ?hd ~..c. 

1s to be released on or aefore 1 Jul no relief will be provided. If ~ (Sp) mlst 

remain at Beaver beyond that date the 8th (50) is to form relief for tIl'? 7th. (:.:In) 

(eND conf ltr Ser 0137530 dtd 2 Aur l 45 to Buners pnd ComWesSeaFron) 

CNO desires that thA 7th (Sp) be ~elieved by ' tbe 8th (~) 8.9 soon as prflctic?ole 


if 1/2 (Sp) will be reauired nt Be~ver. Ore. beyond 1 Jul'45. Authority 1s 

I 

om esSe 

5- '=l-45 



Loc'-t to!! - Clat skNlie ,0 regon 8th C. B• (Spec 

5- ~-45 - (cont.) granted to Bu~era to de1ny such interchange as it may beco~e n~ee9S~r. 
but not later than 1 Jul'45. Tots will permtt the temp use of .he 8th ($r. , ~ t 

Hueneme to meet the immediate need of stevedore ~ersonnel et that Je~t. Pp~s
onnel from the Stevedore Repl cement Pool should- relieve the 8th (3p) by 1 J'll. 
Parks is requested to transfer the 8th (3p) upon the compi of its overge ~ s le ~ e 
on or about 5 Mayt45 to Hueneme for temp duty. (CND conf ltr Ser 0166830 ntd 
24 Apr to Bupers and others) 

5-31-45 - The 8th (Sp) arrived Hueneme from Parks on 25 MP.y145 with 24 off . ~.d 64" uen. 
(Hueneme TWX 262345 t.1e.y1 A5 to Bupers) 

5-31-45 - The 8th (;3p) ', consisting of 32 off. ~U1d 683 men, departed PA.rks ~4 !·1Py'45 -:0:' 

Hueneme. (Parks TWX G52~45 May l 45 to Bupers) 
6-7-45 - Arrange replacements 7th (Sp) Be;:lver, Ore. b~ 8th (;;)p) no)-' et Hueneoe. Eel 

personnel from the 7th (Sp) may be rptained temp to assist in trr1nin€ ~el ~f 
but should be relea f>d by 1 Aug' 45. Coord. details with HUE'ne • .:)p PJld l'e :' v o , • r..d. 
advise CNO of 8chedlue not later than 1 J".ll' 45. Desire all C.B!'\ ?t "Be a V8!" ::-e :-' !:' 

lit::v'3d as soon 8S practicabl(>,. (CNO conf d.iap 0514f)5 Jun'45 to Jom",essecfrurj 
6-~~-45 - 1 off. and 70 men of the 8th (Sp) boarded train to Beaver Ammun Pt 14 Jun I 4S. 

(8th (Sp) T min Muster dtd 14 June) 
6-28-45 - 8th (Sp) is no longer to be deaign~ted by section numbers since subject bett ·1 on 

18 presently operating AS e single unit. (ONO Itr ser 391230 dtd ~O Jun l 45 to 
Bupers) 

7- 2-45 - 2nd echelon 8th (Sp) departed Hueneme 27 June by rail to Be~ver with Sal reen 
and 15 off. (Hueneme TWX 28214.8 Jun to Bupers) 

7-11-45 - 1 Jul' 45 report of the 7th (Sn) - The 8th (3u) relieved the 7th (.)0) e_t .a~ _ 
skan1e. Oregon on 1 Jul'45. Arrived Clatskanle on 29 Jun'45. . 

Location - Clatskanie, Oregon 8th (Sp) 

8-20-45 - 1 Au.g'45 report of the 8th (::ip/_ loe ted Rt ClatskE-nie . Oref'on . Chit .....e · rtf!d 
Hueneoe on 27 June and arrived C1atsk~ie on 29 June. The 7th (3p) W"S rplif'vp.o 
on I Jul'45. 

:I-d7-45 - Upon completion of present unloadinr oner~''-ti :ms tnrox if' 3e't Q.P ::- " r-O:: "l : f' 

nfWY use o=: Berver Amm n Stor<'<p:p. Point. Ll'coCla. . J regon. (CoIJwe :~ s "~fron c- n r . l. " 
210006 to Com13). 

1-10-45 - Com13 1s requesting Comwesseafron's permisaion to return 8tb( ,:;p) '~rom £r'• .;,~ tJ 
Pt. Hueneme, Calif. bout 15 Se~tI45. (Dlraldocks TWX O?0020 3en '45 to ~oc -s; . 

:-13- 45 - 8th(Sn) 1 ::>ept'45 report - located at If'ts\rpnie , ~reml:.. 1:" -;'lpn t.r . ~ :-" :·i- ~ · f c. :
nischargf! under the point system. 

LO-9-45 - 1 Oct t 45 report of 8th(Sp) - location-Clatske~ie, OregQn. 112 men transferred to 
separation centers for discharge. All pers. except 5 men & 1 off. are depErting 
for ABRB. Pt. Hueneme. Calif. on 3 Oct'45. The remaining pers. will report to 
the Bth( Sp) at Pt. Hneneme, Calif. upon completion of TAD. ath(Sp) relieved of 
stevedoring dut~8-Rl.~~v~)ans on 13 Sept '45. 

,0-15-45 - 8th(Sp) arrived~·~trc)m Clatekanie. Oreg. with 529 men & 10 officers. 
(.AB1RB • Pt. Hueneme TWX 062053 Oct I 45 to BuPera) • 

.0-25-45 - Pt. Hueneme TWX states that the ath(Sp) ia to be inactivated 290ct 1 45" Majority 
of men to be ord~led to Stockton. Oalif. fo~ tempdu for Comwesseafron. (Pt . Hueneme. 
Oalif. 2500l~ctt45 to BuPers . ) . 

11-6-45 - 1 NOT t 45 repor6 of 8th(Sp) - located at P rt Hueneme. Calif. 8th(~p) deuarted 3 

Oct'45 for ABRB. Pt. Hueneme, Calif. & arrived 5 Oct'45. This renort also stMtes 

that the 8th(Sp) is being inactivated on 29 Oct l 45. 


pi' ,f'trtTV 'T"I'T.' 




/ 
AUTIiORITYJlm 


1 Jul'44 255 MoR 

1 Aug'44 253 . MoE. 

1 Sept44 252 BNP6Z5 &. R 

1 Oet'44 13 249 BJIP 2f' &- .2
1 NO'Y'44 13 249 MoR 

9 J811 145 13 249 NaTOonstForees A19~ S-c. 
9 Jan t 45 con! repo rt 

1 Jan l 45 13 ~7 MoR 
1 Feb l 41) 14 246 MoR 

MoR1 Mar l 45 12 245 
1 .lpr'45 243 nP625 

8th Conatructlon ]att lion (Speelal)- l.t Sect • 

. ,. , ON BOARD 

AUTHOaa'Y
DATE OFFICERS MEN 

1 Jun'45 26 445 ]WPS25 & Ii 

1 Jul'45 23 687 BNP625 &: R 
1 Aug' 45 25 677 BNP6~5 i: R 
1 Sept '45 696 BNP625 
1 Oct'45 15 585 BNP625 & R 
1 Nov'45 11 529 BNP625 & R 

8th Construction Battt'..lion (.:ipflci:ll; { .h"''i'nr,,'l'~ 



aztw CcaUJ ~c..~ 
~ c, ~cL:. F> • cJ.A..e. . 

I /0 lIl>~. 

~Jd 3~.J~/,j
~~~~Zi'a~ 

/ H . 
l I..., til' - /,. 

9 h CB Special (2nd Section) 
Dates ur~an1zat1 QD Locati)D Refe rence Notes 

.. . 
<. 

Seabee Museum
Declassified

Seabee Museum
Declassified



--

A "'l- r: ' I~ ..p"t~ '1' . ,,'~-!._~~_'-_-=- - ,n .. ) -Cl#',,). 

Pp!'ry 

.(.'1:> _·,,'4 ()r! o .... ,n 


, E":>Q.:I , :p.te 

Le!'t _ D ~I) J\;.1'1:-' (Departed Sea.tt,le 2 Aug 43)


' 
r,"IC' '"' t':"ln ~~a}:'-B~'ra~::- ':,.-1 ~ "',:: 

c- 4-4~ - 8th (.in) 1st. I"nn. ..,'nr' :iE;'cti?r..s ~rt:,.'inE'd f:")m ~lPT'pre :-n .;~;.: - :If""" . ' · t' :-.~ . 
st Sect. - Kodil>1I:' '1'1Q 3ect. - ')utch H"'rn::r . (Di .ro. Hupnp '1 t r • ,vt t: ,:", - ' :'~ 

Jul;v ) 
"-&3-4.'::\ - 1 3AU t 43 r.:-:,nrt of 8th (:'in) - • rr ' ved ":od1",Ir, Alf'sb=:: fi '.ur l • . ;. 

;~-l 7-44 - At.h (S'1) 2nd .3ect. 1n~ptp.d. FIt 7.I')Q "t,: " th 8 0fftcers Fncl. a~ l"1{'n. (1 t :'-' "' . 
Batt re~ort dt ~ 1 Mpr l 44) 3ect. 'l ot :.:·.ltc'b 1: rb0r with f , ';1j "'-P -:, ~.'jN' 

4- 3-':14 - 1 t-.ar ' 4~ report of8t.h (j.... , _ ''''n It;' 'li'pb'A..d. :r~ enl-lc:tqr r;1e, -n-. ,! .. , 1 , ~ .~ 

of.:'icer ",prp tl"Ansfl?rrpd t') tbC" :Zrr1 ";"''''~irm ")v " t:'f)1" t,~r f)'f -:10 ~: ~I . l.Cj; ~ ;-.~. 
5- b-44 - Jeconci 'E'~t ~nn a~l1t b;.r '-'utht1r:.ty o~ C01"l.'.l ~'!r 'iPr ..'_:.)~'" rf·l 'P':'~. 
6-~G-44 - ;;tra .)Poctil)n ('ons1..'1t.flJf q (')ff~"p"'l; rnd ):<4 " 'PD. 
?_lr)_~ _ 1 Jun l 44 report ·)f cl t r . •;}) . cm.d ) €ct. - ~on~jst~ of 9 of~. ' :111 :b l, j:1PII, 

- 1-44 1 Jul l 44 :-eno.,.t of Rth (.iT», ~:l;l ;p~t,. - co ! S~5t~ o~ 11) ') ...;-. ' '''1 :1 ,!!,r r r ' . 

Op~rAtinp ~ t Kodi~ . • 
13- 3-44 - 1 J1.11 ' 44 rE"p')rt, I)f 8th (";oj. ~rd .:iect. 

nnd3~2 men. 
':l-30- 44 - 1 .ru~ ' 4.4 re~ort 0" 8th (..:ip) ~~(' ':;pct. - nne ,.,t;n~ F' f:or':.1"'-=. 

r ' 

1(1- 2- <14 
In-:~-44 

Ll-28-44 

.1-30-44 
2- 5-44 

.Z-12-44 

l"-l4-44 - 

1-?A-45 

1 Sep ' 44 r e;;ort of 8th C.=T'). ,~nd. 3ect . - 0 · pr~ tinP. $lt Kf)Gi~lr . 


8th ( 3p) ilP!)' '3pli t ~, n t " :~ sectionfl 0 n 19 Jll ' it2. m' ki.n~ 3p c t~on. 1 .,~ti ~..... 

29 Feb •• 3ect. 2 W,'j5 ~A;n ,;T'l it ":0 :orm ')ec t. ~ . o\t thl" . rp~pnt ";1-1 tt.r. 

b l'! tt i s <mlit in1;) ~ sp.cti '")n : PPC!l l'pnrr)Jr . t :::l b<l.tt in t.rpT"- \1. 1 "r' +" ~ ' . 

;;; d1fferp.nt "Ie tor" o +' r:or 17. (,)t'1.C °th .in . ,~nd : .. C' t . 8 >:"U,il ~~-);d ,1ve" .'. -' 

( 30) : ;!h oYl? r er ':'1, no d:' te. , to Bucio ~ 'i) 

8th (Sp) m1ght return to U.S. if relief ia given. (Com 13 Sec. Disp. to Com 17 
232337 NCR 1968 dtd 24 Nov'44)
1 Octl44 report of 8th (Sp) 2nd See. - operating A.t Kodiak • 

1 Nov l 44 report of 8th (Sp) 2nd SAo. - .perating at Kodiak. Estimated d~te of 
completion of project 1s Jan l 45. 
8th (Sp). all ~ecttons, to be returned tn the U.S. and repl~ced by t he se three 
detachments: Assignment 

CBD 1017 5 off. & 210 men Kodiak 
CBD 1076 5 off . & 175 men Dutch Harbor 
CBD 1077 5 off. & 208 men Attu 

To be made ready et NCTO Davisville 1 Feb ' 45. 
(CNa Sec. ltr Op30-2CK12-UOT over (SC)P16-1/ND17 over Doc. No. 143914 over 3~r . 
01408330 to Bupers. ~ldocks. 00m 13 and 17 dtd 4 Dec l 44) 
'I'll- .. "' t r-l-:j1_ i Q'1"''' ('1)"1...,1 mf'Olt fnr t. hf' ?'1r1 S"'c t i n ~h" ~t·; (-)...,) <:; "7 - =.1 '",c 

?61) T1l"'n.~C ,)Il!S"rF"rPr~'F'lt r ~tr, ltr 3"'T,-1'1-'F'RS/"'ts O',r- P', ~l 'I .! . ~ 1 
to t"'t~ Oin O of Rt ('h)) ?nrl 3.. c. nV Q ~rl)v l <l4). 

8th (:ip) Sec. 2 located at JIOB Kodiak wi t h 12 offi cers and 251 men . DeM-rte:d 
Seattle 2 Aug l 43. Det. 1017 ava ilable 1 Feb'45 to repla ce 2nd Section. \Naval 
COData Forces Ala skan Sector 9 Jan l 45 con f r epott) 

http:d1fferp.nt
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1 (~ Il .t.)RtbLo~ti n - Dutch H,,\,. or 
18-28-44 _ 1 Augt44 report of 8th Sp. (~rd Seot.) - loc~tlon n t inai ~ tp p. ~.' ~ 


to report Y8.8 by tM Comd"". ro:9 Dut-::h Hrrbor. 

10- 3-44 - 1 Sepl44 report 0:' kth .:Ip. (:':rd "'e~t.) - op"'rtt1ng rj.t Dutch Be"b .... 


. .10-1 3-44 - On?9 Feb'44. Sect. 2..,0.s split. to fr.!'lIl ~ect. , At tJ,p or" .,. t. "-\ - <> ... . ...~ ~ .. .,.."is q~lit into 3 S"'ctP.., E" ch 8 p-" rOy.. i' lI"t in strene-th. 10 . 01 0 
' 


sectors ot' CO!Il 17. (OinC 8th ~!) •• ;..md ;:,e t •• ltI' 8SnUS!!C13- ~2 ,) " "'.... ~ '( ,. 

over Ser 71. no dcte, to Budocks) 


l'J-28-44 - 1 Octl 4--;, report I)f eth (3n) .s .ct . :3 - ope!"Btine; Elt ·('lE Du"'ch Hp ...." •• 
L2- 8-44 - 1 Nov l 44 report of 8th (Sp) 3rd Seo. - operati,og at NOB Du.tch Harbor. 
12-12-44 _ 8th (Sp), all sections, to be returned to the U.S. and repleced by thcee thrpe 

detacnment6: ~~81gnment 

CBD 1017 5 off. & 210 men Kodiak 
CBO 1076 5 off. & 175 men Dutch Harbor 
CED 1077 5 off. & 208 men Attu 

To be ~4e rMdy at NOTC Davteville 1 Feb l 45. 
(CNO Sec. Itr 0030-2CK12-UOT over (SC)Pl6-1/N017 over Doc. Un . 14 914 over ~~r . 
0140SG30 to Bupere. Budocks. Com 13, pnd 17 dtd 4 Dftc l 44) 

( ...l"-l4-M - Th••ate.bUsh n cOT1T'")l",.,.",.nt of t h 8 h (S.,., ) 2rtl 5,.c. is ? ".'f. . Ilr 

ForPAcFlt restr. It!' ......._..-:,- 'R', ,' , t!'; i,r"r P' >-1 I') • .,. ',.r. 4:;- ': ... t ) '.• ',1" 
oj 

~rd ',.c. dtrl 8 oV'AA). 
1-3-45 ..... T~e 8th (Sp) 3rd Sec. is located at Dutch Harbor.(Com Unalaskan '~~ct ~o vNO Sec. 

dian 172301 dtd 23 Dec l 44). 
1-44-45 - 8th (Sp) 3rd Sec. located at NOB D.B. with 8 off. and 232 men. L t ~ ttle 

2 Aug'~c Det. 1076 available 1 Feb t 45 to)replF-ce the 3rd etton. (N val Co~ t. 
Forae. ALaskan Sector 9 Jm '45 cont report 

8th (Sp) - 3rd 0, 

4-10-45 - 1 Jan'45 report of the 8th (Sp) - 3rd Seo. - loceted at Dutch Herbor. 1 0 ~+' . 
and 4 men were ordered to duty at Otter Point. 1 Chief and E nen are on duty 
on an ad.jacent islMd. 

3-5-45 - 8th (Sp) Sec. d1sp to SecNav 192207 Feb'45 - requests that Comdr. Harr oe given 
orders to return to the U.S. on present return cruise of SS Failing with the off. 
and men of all three sections of the 8th (Sp). 

3-5-45 - 1 Febl 45 report of the 8th (Sp) Sec. 3 - locp.ted at Dutch Harbor. 1 off. ~nd 4 
men ret1d the first part of JRD. from addt'l duty in connection with the decom
missioning of a nearby base. 10 men still assigned to a nearby ls1r~d 1n conjun~
tion with the Maint. Batt for the erection of a Range Station. > 

3-8-~ -- All sections of the 8th (Sp) ordered to embark on SS Fail1ng for U.S. (Coml7 Sec. 
d l SP to Sev~ral adeee 052138 Mar I4S). > 

3-31-45 - Th.e 8t!1 (3p) rptul'Up. d Parkf\ from :>VF- rseaS 27 ',! . riA:; Tith ~1 .";!,,.:.~ ,, .~ .~ 7_ ~ -"n .I 

(ParkA NTX 280026 Mar '45 to Bupers). 

4-7-45 - 1 Mar l 45 report of the 8th (Sp) - 3rdSec- Relieved by 1076 OBD(Sp). during Febl~~ 

http:cOT1T'")l",.,.",.nt


2-10-45 - 1 Jan l 4,5 report of the 6th ('31') - 2nd 3eo. - l~cated at Kod.4~k . r_l=:.s"-=- . 
3-5-45 -- 8th (Sp) Sec. d1ap to S~cNav 192207 Feb l45 - requests that Comdr. HarT be giv~n 

orders to return to the U.S, on ~re8ent return cruise of 55 Failing with tt~ off. 
and men of all three sections of the 8th (Sp). 

3-5-45 - 1 Feb l 45 report of the 8th (Sp) 2nd Sec. - locat~ at Kodiak. 
3-8-45 -- All sections of the 8th (Sp) ordered to embark on SS Failing for U.S,(Coml? 3~c . 

disp to .e7.~ adees 052138 Mar'45). . 
3-31-45 -- T"oe 8th (5'0) rt"tnrnpc - r r.s fr'J 1 ·)V ' T$ea 27 :.\.- 145 "1 t!l ~l .. - i "' '' :- - ':-. 71 '" •• 

(Parks NTX 280()26 Ua.r 145 to Buners).
4- 3-45 - 1 Mar ' 45 report of the 8th ( 51') 2nd See . - :Batt ¥P.e r elieved by a Special CB 

Detachment on 24 Feb l 45. . 

DATlJ 

1 Aug'44 
1 6epl(,4 
1 Oct'44 
1 Oct 144 
1 Ilov ' 44 
1 Dee'44 
1 Jan '45 
1 1eo l 45 
1 Mar'45 

1 Apr'45 
1 AJI' '45 

. 
QI :aOARD 

QFFICERS ~ AUTHORITY 

9 260 BNP625 & R 
10 259 R & JlNP6 25 

12 -and 
)232 - ~ 
( 2B?  .1____ 

BNP625 
B}Ir635 

11 ;)ect 21':3 BNP6~f5 & MoR 
251 IDTP6 Z5 

11 249 BNP625 & MoR 
11 248 BNP625 & MoR 
11 .248 BNP625 & MoR 

(244 -2nd Sec)B1P625 
(225-3rd Sec.) 

8th Construot i on Bat tali on ( Special) - 2nd Sect . 



ON 1lOAaP. 

lL'!'! onte !is Hm! AYTHQRITY 
1 Aug'44 9 232 :BliP 625 & Mo r 
1 Sep'44 9 2~2 BNP625 & oR 
1 Oct' 8 23::l :I)g 
1 Fov'44 8 ;~~.c . B t; ?f' & MoR 
1 Dec l 44 232 BNP6::!5 &. MoR 
1 J nl 45 I 231 BNP6~ & R 


1 Feb'45 8 230 BNP6 25 & MoR 

1 Mar'.5 8 239 BRP625 &. MaR 


1 lfaa't45 141 BBP625 

8th Construction Battalion (Special) - 3rd Sect. (ar' of 2nd 8.ctlon)( ~ot Of:4Cinl) 



8th Special Battalion. 
fiom iher be-ginning 

011 i\pnl 6, I (H"\ 1lll'11 In v.HioL;s p.lrlS "f Camp Pc.Jr)', thl' :-:rl'.ll lr.linll1g 
h.lse of the Construction /J,lll.liions of the l.', S, N,wy, \\'ere packing Iheir b,l 1! ~ 

Thesc I11l'n wnL' .111 pick"d for ,I Jdinile pur[1osL', l)L'fcrc till' d,l)' \\',H ',,'er Illl'~' 

h,ltl been combin"d inro till' bghth Speci'll B,llt.lliolt and lodged log"tlln III 
qllonsl'[ hurs in '\rL'.1 ;\-10, the stevedore Ir.lining sc([or 01 lhe Cllllp, 

Therl' were l1ll'n who h.ld bccn hdd in repl.lcclllenl arC.l fer ,;(\'n,.1 111(\1\111, 

.1l\xiously .lw.liling ,1 definite assignment. .Inc! IllCIt frcshly nut 01' "boot" trJin' 
I ng. Their composite tnilit.lrY CHeers WL'I"l' brief, :V'lost \\'nl' st r,ll1gns to c.lci l 
orhL'[. eVl'ry stJtL' in the union being represented en tbe Illuster. Youth prn'.lilc-d 
.1$ the O\'CI',lll JVl'r,lge age of rwenry-four )'C;lrS indicJtl'd, bllt thl: underlying dl' 
termination to emerge ,I~.I cr.lck outfit \I'.IS .lpp<lrl'fll in tlh' "pirit,dc-corps \l'hich 
imlllediately developed. 

Then followed threL' weL'ks ,If intensive Illilit.lry tL.lining. DUling [IIi, 
pl'I'iod we \l'LTC' introduced 10 tn.lny innovation s, pr,lclice I.lndin~s opa,J[ions 
.1long the York River produced .1 101 uf d,Hll P S,' '] b~,'s, IhL' obst.lck COlll'Se, r iO ..: 
r.lnges. Itikes ,lnd close order drill Wl're ,III lJken in stnde. 

Thcn c.tme tlt( gl'lc! tiding~ tlt,ll IIll' entire b.llt.llion \\'ilul<l re(,'I \',' .1 SIXI \ 
lWLl hOllr lib~r{)' OVct the E.lstt'r holid,IY. Olll C.ll11,' lhL' dress blll~s .Intl L.'\·n )' 
one ItUSI kd our of C:,lnlp [\·.1ry 10 Richmond, \\'.lshin:':lun ..In(\ ('thn L',lstt:r1l 
se.lboJrd citil.'s. 

This bre,llhing spell \I'.IS <'WI' ,III 100 soon .Inrl lilt' n1.11l'\ (.IItH' slr.l gg li n ~ 

\J,lck 10 C,1rnp Pc.lr)' on dusty l:asler i\1,1lld.I),. IIllIlll.'(\I,ll,·ly (,II11e llll' ,IItIHllllll',' 
Illt'nt thJI' .1 b.lll,llion dress p,l[Jlk WIHtld bl' held In lhL' ,tftl.'nt (lo n. \Villl C,If '. 

tain \V.HI' and other not,lblcs un 11.111£1 11lL: hal'S SI nil led Ihruugh llwir p.I C,' ~ 

.Incl Illade an exel'lIellt showing Tlte b,llt.llion (o lo rs \I'L'I'L.' l)r1iei,llly III '.s,' n l 'd 
to our O - in C, I_t. COIllt\r. Hal'l' by JLlltn D. Rock" fc lkr. ,Ir. nn litis ,\C,',ISlu n , 

Slev,·dor,· tr.lining h,'g,ln tJw next d.I),. Thl.' scene' for IItL'S~ ojln.lliLlIlS \\·.I~ 

Iltt' good ship "S. S. l\:evl'l's.1il." sl.'curely .Inchorl·d to lhe m.lI',1t ,dL)n:~sick th,' 
York River. l);IY ,Ind ni::;ht the S.Ii11L.' c.trgo W,IS stoll'l'd ,tnt! lInle.Hled unlil ,I 
high degree of dliciellcl' h,ld bern ,J(quirl.'d. On i\'i.ty I ('lh. lhe b.llt.1Iic)n \\,1' 

pr<lllouncl'(1 rody for dut)' wlh'rewl' ne,'cleod ,1I1e1 ,'Iigihk l or lhl' IUllg ,l\I·.lil,'d 
··,'mb.trk,nion \cave" 

h·w of LIS will evcr I'lrgl't lltl.' Illll[lllllg Wl- dcP,lrlc'd fn>lll C,lInp 1\'.H\· 
()Il our len-d,l}' l.'mil,uk.Hiort k.l\'L'~. Som\.' 1\1'0 hunc!r,,'d m,ltl:~ ,Inc! ,I (c'\\' (1 fl l , ~r'" 

relll.lined hehil1d. lllq' h.wing l'k([('d to LI]..c 1e.1\'l· frolll (lUI' .ld\',ll1l',·" [),He (k pn! 
,1t ,I lain d.ll,'. 

M,llL'S rL'lurning to (,1"'1' 011 :\'\.1), 26th \\,,'rl' grl'l'll'd ",illt Llll' 11ell'.\ Ilt,lI 
\I'" Wl'rl' .~dle<lllkd to shove o(] on :Vl.l}' 2S1il, dl'~til1,lli(\1l C, IllP h ld i« II. f),1 

\'iwilk R, I This quickly l'xplnek<1 llh' theory {ll,lI'wl.' \\'er,' heldI'd (ur' IIll' 
wesl CO,ISI .lno slurics \wg:ln ILl circu\.llc .lbOlIl Ic,'lJnd, TilL' Bl'i g l.ln Co ng 1, Jnd 
S""ll.lnd. Soml' oplimislS ,'velt hinled [It,ll Wl' \\,ould 1,,· Sl'lll I " S,ltlill ;\ IlIl' r i,·.1 
.IS .1 :~"(ld will b.ll 1.11 ielil. 

http:Bl'igl.ln


Finzdl}', un-bl'known (;11111' (lUI' l.1sr liberty' which \\'.lS Sp,'lll in 1[1,': ,,\11

gl'iL's, Hollywood, .lnd environs, Siorics 01 Ill<' goo(1 lillIL',S ,\I [ilL' jl,lIIJtiiUJl1, 
Hullywood C,lnll'en, COCO,WUI Crow, or just ,Hound, WCJ'L' s[ill luld wh<'ll lou:.: 
we'd Il'rt Sllulhern Cllifornia behind, ' 

A visit [0 Ihl' dispensJry fur still ,1IlLllilcr shl'll. ;111<1 IVC \\'l'rc S~LIII\'d I,) (lUI' 

,Jr,',l ,Inti inforlllL'd thal Our nl'W ,lddrl'ss wllldd be e'l I:"'l'[ Pl1st Offill', S,ln 
1:r:lncisco. 

On the carll' morning of July 20th, ",llh 1lI.1n .shouldLTl'11 his h,lgS .lnti in 
llm\?, lines Clrricd rhl'm to Ihe wailing bJggJg,~ ('.ns, \Ve Wl'n~ lTlustell·d 1H1 Il'ss 
thdn .Sl'wn rime,s bL·fore we pushed .1l1llMd and our traiu 1I',1S buund lur Sl',lt[k. 
Quickly sl'uling down to rhis now f:1IlliliJr troop tr.lin mude llf rr.1I'L'I, IV,' 

WJtc!Jl,d thl' west LOast scellL'ry fly by. Up thwugh rlw v,llley;; of c'llifllrniJ 
with thl'ir long rows 'If il'ttuCl', JrliciJllkl's, JIlc! rhl' Llrcil.\l'lls uf ,1pricnt,S, p",IL'h,', 
,\lId plullls, HLlW long wLlulJ i[ he lwl'ol'" sights sllch ,1.S IIlL'sl' wnult! grl'I't "III 

"yl'S :Ig.lin~ 

Night fall found our lr,lin p,l,<;5illg through Ihe S,ln I:Llncislll n,l)' ,He ,I ,111,1 
by morning high ill thL' mountains Ill' Ill'lrlhern C:,difornia 1\1sl the Sl1llW 
(JPlled Ml. Sllast,l, we WCl'l' soon clicking over the SlllllelirllL'S kVL'I, s,1JllL'lim"s 
mlluntJinOllS Oregon, 

It was.1 dull. foggy Sunday Illorning when WI' pulled thl'llllgh Ihl' fl"ighl 
y,lrds in Sl':Htk ,Ind direct I}' Ull the' pier, \Vhnc tl1\: hO.ll w,li[,'d 10 (,In), liS ['rullI 
these United Slat,'s shorl's. HlIstkd inlo the IllUS[)' slllelling dllrk \V,lreIHllls,''';. 
WI' s,ll 011 ulir [),lgS whil,' In ll(fiCL'r prlllligiullsly (ailed wll all(1 Itlllk,'cl r,'liL'l'l:d 
Ih,ll IIll-tl11 L' had SI.IYI't! ,\b();ud till' tLlin, rin,rI tr.1Ilskl's wer,' dfI'Cl"d th,ll 
wp,Hatl'd boot-d.l),s" friendships, IWC,llISI' [h,' b,llt,lliun lI',ls h.llvl'ti iIllll ",'11111/1> 
llIle .1 nd t wn. 

Afln II'h,)[ ,seellled IlLlurs or w.liling, during wilil-h the' rV\.Hill,' \\ P,".' 
':[llnL! ;JrL111Ild l1111ttning "Nll Slllllking I-ine," WI' WL'rL' o rdL'rl'l I to slllluidcr b,lg..; 
.lnd gLJ abo.nd, \_o,lding \\,,1:\ slow ,wei Ihl' linl' Illl l Vl'd ,1hl',ld .1 IllUI ,Il .1 [inlL', III 
hOMd .Hld be ,)ssignl'd "cabins," CJbins c(lllsisll'd of ,\ Cl1Il1Jl.lrtllll'Ilt ,sh,Jrl'd by 
fIfty othl'fs with pkllt}, ()f ,p,ICl' to bre,llhl', iC }'Oll didn't thl'll\\' Ollt your dn'st 
\ ll(l LH, 

Thl' loading of CJrgo ,lIld supplies WJS c,nri,'d on ;111 night ,lnt! by OHIlL) 
thl' next morning all hatches wcre s,'cured Jnd wo.: w~r~ rl'.ldy tll shuvl' oil, (\1 
Ih.lI tillle most llf us were still in th,ll sl'l'mingly ,'ndl,'.s~ (hull' line, ,lw.lil i11g 
bl'l'JkfJSI, wili(h st;lrl~d to form ;J( 0600. Many WL'rC to relll"lnbcr till' ,'l1lr,ll1(e 
tll that chow hall ,lIld rhe snl,'1! tbal hir rOll .1S you werl' l:lltl'ring, J,S thl' fr ILl I 
.1(t bl'fore: s"l'king the Ice side r,ld for ,Inything (Jth,'r tl>:lJl to nUlie.. "HolV (;rel'n 
is My Sr,l," 1\ few Wl'I"l' patriotic l'nough through Ihl' trip [() live hy [he sill 
~~.\ll. "Don't W,lStC Food:"' 

I"lost lli" our w.lking hours wcr,' ,SPl'lll topside .'Illd whil,' thL'rI' W.1S Illtle 
[,GOIll 10 sp,Hr, miraculously, tiJnc \V,IS :llways roum l'nlHIgh i"llr nll11lLTUII,\ (ir
III'S 01' tlll:n to p1.1)' cards or Iry their luck wilh the gJlloping dlllllin(lL's, rllr th,' 
grl',lln pari though, the Illcn just S,1l arollnd (hallging colors III Ihe ri", ,lnd 1',111 
oi" till' silip, A most cllmi"oning sighl OJl thl' [rip \\',1;; [ll Illuk (1l11 ,Inti sn' Illl: 
,'S(llri ship criss-(fossing in front of LIS, 

On lh~ morning of Ihc SIxth, LInd 11'.1;; sighl"d ,Inti 0111' ,~.'(li()11 nl,1(le n',leiy 
I'l diSI'Jllb,lrk ,n (lur Isl.l1ld X b,)Sc, S"(lion OIlC relll.lillL'd ,)bl),lrd III ).\'l "11 III 
lsl,lIlei 2X, By IJtL' Ji"tL'fllllllll, We h,1(,1 do(knl ;Ind h,ld hl'l'll .I s\igncd 'Illl' ljtl.lJ' 

Ins ,lllc! lilLiS b,'gills thl' SllH)' }"lll'll S'.'l' in pi<llll'l's Ull Ihe following p,lg,'s, 



30 Juna 1943 	 Tr2.1lsfe::;,·ed. 8;;:r9ro:d~?te1y this dat e from 01D, 
llavi s'/ille to .<\ED, Eueuem~. 

so July 1943 	 Fi r s" e...'1.d secon Secti ons c.c}:art ed ..:J.uene.:J8 . 1st 
S e ct~on &8s~inat i o~ Kodi~< , 2nu So~tion desti
nat~v~ D~tch Z~bor. 

6 AUGo 1943 

Seco:-...d. Section. !Opli t , .ll'..eki l::g t hree secticnn. 
LO~~8d in t~r8e diffe~e~t s e ctors of Co~7. 

1st Secbion ~t~~ 

2nd Sectlo~ KQiia< 
3rd. Section ~~~~h TI~bor 

Entire batte>2.io:J. returned to C?in:p Parks. 

Depa rtad Ca.r.p ?2..:d-:s for E'J,ena ...~. 

29 July 1945 	 Arriv cd. Cla-c~k:::.r...ie, Cresc!1. to rel ie'ta tl1e 

7th (Sp) COr'.;.3truction 3attalic:J. , or>e:oating D.S 


single unit 


1 Se~t 1945 Located Cl2..t:,:~anie, Or €£ '.)n.. Co~3 rea"J.ests 
ret~n of unit to Pt. F.uene~e 'oy 15 S • ~ - e:p 1.I6::l .... e::
1945• . 

N01S: ~!:l.is itineri2.rji based. on r8Co~ rl s i'" 
'l 'D .~. av2. ... 8.0... 8 :!. :l C.B. Cf.J erati ons 

en"" • ersonnel Sectioll of 3~cX,l of ?-:aveJ. ?erso:l..'Tl 1 . 

Date.' ~ S • 	 ~ • To ::-(:.:r it='Q GV "'-:) ,,6;:',-,1'''''.., ... .,'". 9L;':;.. ... v. 
4",\ cL'""';li rJsi!c::i-: ''? ·: r::!". d ·.l=.·~ 

Clcs~i....... c. .. ~.~ "-;'J.c:l -;~d 


f::oo: 
~" . : , 
.. _-..J .A ' . 

3~0 l.:- . ... -- .. .....-.--~ 

- . 
~,:.!: s. Rc.:m u"':3~n 
c:'::ni:. r -- " , ---. 

~.-.. .... .... ... .. -.. ........-~--"::::.:-::.. 


Seabee Museum
Declassified
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