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"... '!; . 'n·- _e.:.I.. ~ . 
. ,! i ~P' t"':ld e~ 

- m '_j Hu F'rl"'''!e
~P~d.y Date - 27 J..rJr I 4:" 

Lpf~ ABD 1 I~;r l':,? · (30 Apr 143 Md 9 Jun 143) 

Locptio 
 c:~~-z ~¥Io'"..i-.......}.-~ LeV'te 1 U11thi 1
,,?". J5: 

1Ft hF1f ASf'tr.\f"d to Al~eCt?:: h"14 unp , "i::-. od . 
_ ThP forlilp.r 6th (3p; ·,,"'s s--.1it into t,H"" "c"":til)I"'.<' . 

4- 1J-4~  1 st S"ct:l.on Flrr:!.ved H~f'n"" ... 
5- 1- ~ _ Enbarked ~~r ~b ~. 
5-l_-~: - 6"h I , ) i t (... ~ - .::'-11, S AnrOll e. ,Jow'" ~v-c'" ~"'!'I 1';" p~ -: r. r ..... t'l /w, 3');'" ':! !'; I'> l~ . _ . ~. .' ~ f:.. ..... 
7-2U-43 f·l~V SE'ere r,, ''''ort ~r ... j:::. _" t , -e~t . _ tho .';th (jn) pt %h. :< _ :;o ~ j' - . 
7-;J.J-l:<, 1 .Tun'4Z rep,.,rt - .:>",,..ttn'1 "In'" "1'''" ·n"" i .. -.;tir' ... " · ...n "uh :. 14 t~rv ' ';'- .
J-. 't_<M- _ 

1 .Tan'44 report ,~ ;:·t;h (.:).,,) - :'! :1'" un 't lq~t ~ • .J. "Tpvp :::: " !J-=; ~,. ;""] ! r,r.• r, 

And urocfled.t>d to r-u"I"qlcrr. "1 ~I) "' ••• .,i.t, trr' n"'T", :,t, -+1..on t ·"\ nrl)"'PPQ r ' "P'!":" "" 
~-lO-44  1 ~eb'44 rpllcrt ") f 6th (3r, ) - Id :;~~ ":. • ... ri.·red ~u"':ipl('''''n~l :>: -f.n ' -.tL, . ~ .... co 

t;he'e through 16 J~n'44 r..nf_ dep" .,.t f'L. to l'orolrin <, :g'>U2'F nv:U.p -r"~'''~,,~ ~~ r 

20 .T .nn I L..1. Gil mm/'! n~E>d st evt>r1" t'~ n:- ,)'r,p" "', ¥ ' , ~ " ''i ! ~ ~ rt j ''O n ,.r~ t :." ,' t. ) , eo 

nth (8r ) anti. 1 cormrnv r:~ th~ ' t.h (3r;) < t T')r,..,!r~n"' .. 
4- I-M _ 

1 H?T"44 re;,ort i)'" ~t,h ('~r-) Th~ .. bn:t in nne "l"'cti"l!l. 
f'-1l--14  1 Apr'« t'P:!1I):!'t ()f 6tr {'1') ,"' :!'d::!.ng "'i; r; "r':!~:i.rr . ~0· i..:;- ;nv::'·'J ;'. ..,. '~" . 

~rp.flsu:r-;v h. 
7-1u-44 - 1 Jun'44 repnrt ,.,=: nth (':)n~ 

NTC Pearl 
ABD Hueneme 
Left :'2D 1 Jun l .4:t 
Loc .... tion Cub q 

LX 

4- 7-43 - Th~ former 6th (Sp) s?11t forminr, the l"'t ~nd 2n~ SFcti0nc. 

4- 9_4.'1 _ 
 2nd Section p-rrived Huenem~. 


6-1d-43 - 2nd Section departed :'o:ID Pupnf'mf" or E.SS!. .nment wi ,r. r:,.lO C- 2.';:)-:,,+ 11 ':'.IT'' -'; . 

12-29-43 - Aug. Sep. Oct'43 !'f'pnrt - f.th (5p). Zno 'e.:tlon - 29 S~:->'4'3 - ~rrf>l 1", 1 0.<>:::1<-::- ' '''-. 

for VE"llll L,qVell~; Echelon 2 e barked on ~O Oct l 43 from Gu.r. d?l r-,· -l t r , ~1,.;.""-1:.$ . 

Both units arE' attached to the 1i'ourth Hrorine .I1.dvonce>d De-pot. 
1- 1_44 - 6th (Sp) order c. to Cl8?_:tY BLOS~OH en(l J rppo:ot to + (' ,:,,-"n]'l F:-.: :I'-;;.~ 

A.11phibious Corps for duty. ~p'Jrtpd 43 11')7'43. (Sec. ltr TJ~ If j-:: :':-O:lTi Pc,..tr'- . 
CoT'J:l~ Troop~ ono <;tAping • rp.F.. 1st M rlne /I...mph. Ijorps. In Th'" FipI t'.. t':l : , ... ~ -:.~. 

this B~tt. dtd 'n Nov l 43) 
3-25-44 - 1 .Il'eb'44 report _ 1st .,chelon. ml';~rlr.. r'\ vell .::. V'Vrel " 32 Nov'<1::! ' -r," . r~~H"c. ~t 

130ugainvillp ~~ ov'4~. ·~nd. 'CIC" ',elon emb~r~l')<!, ,<It Bl"ni~E. on 1 :1 "Dec'4.;: q;' .::- .. ~~ . ,....., 

BO'.leo inv111e ;n ....,ec,'43. 8 .yff. pnr ;''':) mp.n :::""!mri inAd I>t 'B,-r, I,:~ : n ~r(r,~..! or. r~.:-:. _ 
and gear. It is expec~l=!(l th .t 1st ~nd Z!1d ~Bctt"nli:1 O~ thE 6th (.;3p) " l'" .... 
fJ)rmed into on"! un! ':. Thi s floet n hf'!O l (\P f1f'n ·..~t. b L,)"" 1M "It; i! l' ~"'Q. 

http:r;"r':!~:i.rr
http:S"ct:l.on


•• 

- ~"'_ ~ 

; ' -1 :_ -"';'oz 
~. - ) f'-44 

1°, - ~4 _,="·1 

1.- . 7-·;,4 

11-11-14 

11-15-44 

11-29-44 

,2- 6-44 

lZ-lG-44 
1~-13-~ 

12-15-44 

12-28-44 

1-13-46 

l-U-45 

~ l I~ • I ~, 

- ~ . . ----' .. -I 

':;tl- (':,.:" ) oc ...... t~,~ t -:::01Vr J:- •• " 11 "" ~r,rJ .1" ~ ~'1"". 

D~tn ,f 30F~c ~~ O~ ?/l!~A:
J 

l-:t :.~~""':)n :;;: ,'r i ved _ i~i i _ 11! • ~-3 ,II II II ,. . '!'. _, I , <:.(" '1 • "I'" 

/.n ,1 3n ~ ,. ''''t ":; ..,...,...:; • 'I"J ::J '!'T,... .. . - C'\ r- .T",~t!l ~~c+ .. II 'F.() ' I'" 1 !" ,.., ~ "'I 1 . J .~II ~'.
,Je·lr.inF"c, "'ron .,,,,q; ...,,,..,.' +- ':'r::;:~ " 

l~s~irned t 'J r 11 l ' 
roo . thz +1" (-1p) ')rd"'l:'(",c. ,, "T"")"' t 1:- 1 1- t · trl' rt~·, ~:' •• (>.-" - -- ..." ') ~ t r I 

.ip.~. ~H<>n . ')~("46 NSq, ~::::r:;~ ~ ~Jl."" '44 t.'=J r..r3 Trep:;".l!'Y. 

( '1 l.i:"~ t. .~,,~;. ..
6th (.J1' ) is 1f)c t~ s:rt TfJr-}'·I.,..". ::-' ,D 'I'r:,l""!'.- ', h·.· · '-:'~" .:.. ~ 


t o ~l; rf"\. "'.J rc"")"' ~, "?t.f"'I . _ :;no: .. ~ 


!CI,J men wert> tr?n 8 ~p!'r"d ~'" t.1 P 6ti", (..:; ) ....rom th e 1 ~ t '. ,.. ; 
, . 


r"!I'ort ·)f t.lle ll"t ("3p). 

1 ';U£I~ rpport 0 F' 1).L,r. (;.ip: - O.,,,.B"':. nt: ."!; ':'-:;r,:,lr-l.Y'.- . nnn 'Ir"'" Sl.=~ · . 


6th (;)p) it: loccted "I.t TcnK'inE-_ . (tJNA.E T'.lroY.: ·L.E. OlG609 ,T:;'t 1: ~..: ~ 


dtd 1 )f'~I' 4.4) 

] 3ppl<;4 renort 0-1" thA hth (5~~ _ ')::'P!,·'tiL~ r-l; T!)ro\rir.~, u":'l"<t ... ,,.. ' : " _ I'll 


a.etE.chrof'nt of' tbt c: b ... tt, ,·'hd:ch ] ..... .1 p.PJ: on d~t.p~r,,('d. ut'T ... t ,t: ~J .""' , ". r -, 


rpjotnpu t,he l . '!" .rl 1:.:..1·,... 0: t"t".P b ""t t 'i'" Jr: ...u:'I"·4~4 .. ape'd l'-'{" r~: J . ·"" P Ir ,--. .... ·~ ~'-~ . .. 


51J4 o~ :'1i!" !'l.tt h·-'<' b(>e!1 ~-J"~::';:. I""'''1 11' 1.0<;. - 3FCt . 1 lf~t • . • ~ I - Jr ' 
50,

I 

-: n!" this cpt t hns bnf'n ("terse"':: 1C: "·n- . _ " pet . . ~ l".:t ' - . : . ~ ,T. ;,'..1:." 

'"'t"" 1 \ ( ,'" - - • ,.'""' ,. •6th (3p) ito I't~~i f fo!'~' "O!""rrd ' IJve "IPr,i; 'J _'11'o ""_n·o 

• , ~ - .... ; • 


rp...-, ·) rt f'")r il.nr'A.4. t:~ ~""'r,..l- ;4" ... ~o·· . -:; _"'-r:!.~ 15 d.tc, l~ :P~.':.J; 


~r,F-h"lf cf th"'J St!'. (3p ) CQ:;iD".n~ to ~ub 1-:')1' o~r"'ti )y. ": ..... t.L:L~~ . t::~ .1-

'ler:-"l~?flt Sea. ltr to ~uJ.'Jc' :~~ 5S1 ')""f'r ')('1' BP-0018?~ dte' 6 ':' r-t' .14,. - "":-1 ' .. • 

:"3668) 

One-half of the f'th (5"») is locDt"!rl<>t lUthi, 14e.rie..nn.s,s.(Atoll Com lL/ 1I1 i t :, i 

C)I"~. di!'1T) t ,'l CliO 011It,.,R 1TG'", 15157 dtd 8 Novl.~). 

Cincpoa re'l'lests t"''''t 1- of the 1St (p)(which WiS tran!;'ferT~d. 1.·lit. :-l C.lO 1;; t..) 

th~ SO\·teslJElc) ore' ~rs lJe mod1fi~d. d~tt:,ch iIIg this lIni t fro 'll th~ :<'8t~ h~• . r n'" 

and assign them to Com7flt.(CincPQE\ conf. (U9~O 080541 nCR 15574, t r: C,,,,:w,, .. ,., rs 1.I'1T 


dtd 11 Nov l 44). 


One-half of 6th (Sp) located at Tacloban. Leyte. (Oomserv7flt Sec. Disp. to OND r 
150133 NOR 18921 dtd 24 Nov'44) 

CO Cub 12 Sec. ltr to oincpo e.. dtd 17 NOyl44 request 8 tM t the 88th ~d 6th (Sp) 
be rejoined into their 6.rjginal complete bette - l of ee.ch are at Ulithi and 
Leyte. lat End. by NA13U 14 Navy 3964 dtd 18 NOVI44 recommends the apuroveJ. of. 
6th (Sp) located at tTlithi. (AtCom Ultth1 Sec. Disp. to ONO 011402 dtd. 9 D~kt44) 
1 Noy l 44 report of 6th (Sp), OlD Detachment - ~ep?rt end?rsed by Atoll Con~r" 
Navy #3011.. 

Sec. 2 of the 6th (Sp) laft th~ ~tates on 9 Jun 1 43; Sec. 1 left States 30 Ap1' 1 43. 

(BNP625 report. of 1 Noy l 44)

t of the 6th ( Sp) arrived Leyte late Oct 144 and assigned to the GB (Sp) ~etachDent 

with ~ of the 19th (Sp).(Comserfor7flt Sec. report for Oct 144 dtn 20 ~ovI44) . 


One-half of the 6th (Sp) located at Ulith1. (Atoll Com Ultthi Sec Diep to CKO 

030544 d td 11 JAIl' 45) 


One-half of too 6th (Sp) At S;:l.l!\3.r \"ith :dnd Sec . of the 19th (3D) . (Com'"'f>"f'~ r?:_t 

Sec report of Nnv'44 dtd )5 Dec l 44. 


I 



6th (51') 
1-17-45 - The 6th (Sp) left th~ l . S. '?n .knr'47.nc is no lo~at·c t lJlith& i:thil:-i Q 

'omUlithi reQuests tn.:. t ihis unit be r eturnl!'d to the U.:>. f'er r~h"'-bili+--tiJn. 
(Note : The departure dr t~ does not C'.gr~e \,'ith entty mnd~ 1I1o-2~44I1.) (At:>l1 I.. O:n 

Ulithi Sec. ltr AA/A.'7. :)ver S~r . 002:-' t o CincnpcfltllO~. dtd 8 Jr.n'45). 
1-26-45 _ 1 Deo'44 report of the 38th Reg. - Sec. 2 of the 6th (Sp) at 1eyte. Sec. 1 of the 

6th ( Sp). wbich consists of nO" and I D' companies and 1/2 of Hdqtrs Co •• is n;,.r 
authorized to act a8 Nl independent unit and is performing under the order3 of t.he 
At 011 Ooumand and ~ th Reg. 

2-1-45 - OBiS requ.e ted in ur 5th end • .AG0454 dtd 16 Deol44 on Oub 12 Itr of l? Nov - " ·jf 
the 88th CB will be tran ferred Ulithi to Leyte about 1 Feb'45. ~ of the 6th (~n) 
will become available at R later date at whieh time you will be advised. (Cinenoe 
Sec Diap to Cino8oweapac 110115 dtd 17 Jan'45) 

2-10-45 - 1 Nov l 44 report of the 6th (Sp) - AlB Detachment (t batt with batt A~\ns.r:~io~, 
left Torokina on 26 Sep'44. C/D Detachm~nt left Torokina on 1 Oct'44 ~rd d_s~c
barked at Ulithi on 10 Oct'44. 

2-12-45 - 1 Jan l 45 report of 39th Reg. - The aID detachment of the hth (Sp) located t 
A8or.~~e operating under ordera of the Atoll Comdr and are under the ~tb Rep.. 
for purpose of administration only. 

2-12-45 _ 1 Oct'44 report of th 6th (Sp) _ Last detachment left Torok1~ on 1 Oct'44; 

2-13-45 _ 
Batt hdQtrs did not disembark at Leyte until 8 Nov'44. 
Comserviorpncflt r~str Itr S.r. 3n~61 rt~ 18 Jan 1d5 to ~ 0: t~ ~ th (SU) At 'TID
stablish d th cornnl "m n t for t '1i~ pct ivit;' e. t 17 offic rs and 52? me n. 

2-14-45 - 1/2 of the ~th (Sp) is availabl- for ~SSi~T1\lI!nt to Sa.m.:..r.(%u ~"It::. ltr to 
dlstrioution liqt ::> r. on:19~130 dtd ~~ F 0 'An). 

2-14-45 - 1/2 of th ~th ( 'I) i9 l o~o.t~~ t. Hlithi. (Atoll Com UU t ...!1 S fC . , ~ i!'\ - t'" ~J.'O 
or'ooor, (I td 8 ..., b' ,~'5) • 

nth (<5p) 

3/15/45 - 1/2 of th ?3 th (Sp) is at SI'l1l8.r - a~signe0 to CJ3 ( S-;:» Df"tE'cl:ur"nt wi th 1/2 0-:'" th
lqth (Sp).(Coms.rfor?flt S~C. '['"mort for Df'c'44 d td 15 Jen'45). 

~-21-46 - 1/2 f3th (Sp) (C/D) 1 Jan 145 r~,?ort - op,. r atine: ~ t Ulithi. 

3- 2-45 - The 6th (Sp) joined the 12th Reg. about 1 Nov'44 at ~~ar. Movement o~ all r ~1
mental and naval base unit. to Guiuan was begun 00 9 Dec l 44. (Bec use theexryectetl. 
camp!. date of the Army airstrip could not be ~t due to poor soil cond it i()o -'ll! 

area in southern Samar Is. oeflr Guinan wp,s scouted end found suitable for an ~ r 
strip and Rlso prefer.able for other intended installations. Hence. on 9 J Qc •• ~t 
was finally decided to build p~l naval facilities at Gui~) . (Hist~rical ~eport 
by 12th Reg. on Naval Bnse Leyte - Comserfor?flt Con! Itr Al~ )Ver 3P-017Z dtd 
7 Feb l 45 to Budocks) 

3- 5-45 - 1 Feb'45 report of the 6th (Sp) 1st S~c. - located ~t Uli thi. 2nd ~ec. loc~ted ~t 
l.e1't.- Dispe..toh rec'd stating that the 1st Sec . to be ret1d to U. S. for reh.&bUit"
tion. 

3-16-45 - Comserfor?flt conf. epdltr Ser. 0382 dtd 2 Mar'45 to CNUB Leyte ~~lf - the 6th (3 ~ 
Detachment is hereby detached from its presently assigned dutie8. Shal l report to 
CNOB Leyte Gulf for nuty with Commander Construction Forces Leyte-Sa~r. 

3-21-45 - Comdt NOB Tacloban orders 6th OB (Sp) D tachm.ent to further report to CO Nav Shore 
hc. t Sen Pedro Bay fbr duty with Const. Forces headed by the Comdr Const Forces 
and Sr. Brg. Comdr. (Comdt NOB Tac10ban ltr Pl6-3(l) over Ser 1030 dtd 11 Mar'45 
to Oine 6th CB (Sp) Det.) 

-22-45 - 1 Feb l 45 report of the 38th Reg. - As of 1 Feb, OlD Detachment of the 6th (Sp) 
waa located at Asor - engaged. in cargo handling for Ul Uhi. 



6th C.13. (Sp,! 

2-2?-45 - 1 Jeb l 45 report of the 19th Reg. - The 6th (Sp) (Detl A &13) were ora lly pl aced 
under the cogn. of the 19th Reg. on 18 Jan. These Dets of the 6th (Sp) have 'bElen 
overseas 20 mos. &8 of 9 Feb l 45. Men in these detl. have served &t Vunda Point. 
Viti Levu, Fiji Is.; New C~ledon1a, Guadalcanal, Ruslells, the invasion and occu
pation of Vella LaVe1la. Bougalnville. Sterling Is. and Leyte-Samar, P.I., opera
tion. arriving at the l~ter station on 28 Oct'44. One det. of the 61h (Sp) con
81st1ng of 1 of..·• and 51 men is ser"ingas etevfldores to the Naval Activities . 
T010s8., Le~te. Oomserfor7t1t states in end. to report that the Det AlB will be 
retld for rehab. leave when directed by Comsopac and Cincpoa. Comserfor?l!t r e
quests that this unit not be detached until 1 Aug. as it is urgently needed in 
connection with the canst. operations at Leyte Gulf. 

2-27-45 ~ 	 1 Jan l45 report of the 6th (Sp) AlB Det. - located at Guiuan, Samar. End. by 
Com7f1t states since 1 Mar •• arrangements have been completed for the return to 
OenPae of the 1/2 of the 6th (Sp) temp assigned to duty in the So~esPa.c area . Th h 
transfer will be effeeted upon the arrival of the CB (Sp) now ordered to Leyte
Samar area. 

3-2Q-4.5 - 1 Deol44 report ot the 6th (Sp) AlB Det. - Batt. arrived 29 Octl44 and. mOvPd 
aahore on Samar Is. on 8 Nov t 44. 

4- 2-45 - 1 reb'45 report of the 6th (Sp) AlB Det. - operat1n in Leyte-SallBr area. ~enort 
end. by 19th Reg. 

4-10-45 - The 6th (Sp) detachment is ordered detached from its presently assigned duties . 
Sh~1l report to ONOB Leyte Gulf jor operational duties and to Comdr Const Forces 
Leyte-Samar for adm purposes only. (Comsertor7f1 t cont sndltr Ser 0672 to C!,OB 
Leyte dtd 23 Mar 145) 

6th (Sp) 

4-10-45 - The 6th (Sp) 1 t Sec. 8 located at Leyte. Proposed to b. transferred to P~arl for 
rehabil i tat ion 15 Apr' 45. (Com7flt See. disp to Cominch 250756 Mar'45). 

4-10-45 - 6th (~) 2nd Sec. is located at Samar according to Dirpacdocks S.F. Sec Rep for 
15 Mar 145) 

4-11-45 - Upon arrival of 28th (Sp) at Samar, 6th (Sp) See. 1 to be det ched. Prnrp~ t~ Jin ~ 
20th Reg. at Pearl. (Comserfor7flt Sec S~dltr Pl6-4 over Ser BPo0205 dtd 29 Mar14~ 
to CNE Ley-te. 

4-12-45 1 Apr l 45 r eport of 6th (Sp) - 6th (Sp) Sec. 1 located at Ullth1. 

4-16-45 - d:; :t~oOBCo~:) AlB Detachment, reported on 2 )far'45 to Oomdt. NOB. LeTte Gul:f, :for 
r(OinO 6th CD (Sp)o~:~:;noi:~i;~6/~t~~ri iOShadm~~18tration purposes only.

6 Apr' 45) 	 . ' Y ore ~acl11tle., NaTY 3964 dated 
-17-45 - The 6th (Sp) AlB Det consisting of Cos A & B and 1/2 Hdqtrs Co. reported 2 Mart45 

to ONOB Leyte Gulf for operational duties and hereb~ reports to Comdr Const Forces 
for adm purposes only. This detachment originally reported on this station on 
28 Oet t 44 to NABU 4 who was Sr Naval officer Ashore at that time. (6th (Sp) AlB 
Det Conf Ltr CB6S/P1S/Jpl dtd 2 Mar to Comdr Conot Forces Leyte~Samar) 

~2D-45 - ! Mar'45 report of 6th (Sp) AIBI Det. - Located at Tacloban. This detach. wi l l be 
returned to Pearl Harbor upon arrival of 28th (Sp) at Tacloban.End. by 19th Re~ . 

·-21-45 - Comserfor7fit See Report for Feb l 45 show9 1/2 6th (Sp) aSSigned to 013 (Sp) Det.. 
consisting of 1/2 of 6th (Sp) and 1/2 19th (Sp). 

~-25-45 - Recommendation ur 051757 inactivation of 16th CB and 1/2 6th (Sp) to compens~te 
for activation of Truck Btn Guam accordance CNO 282140 Mar approved e€feotive 

l
20 Apr 45 . (C1nepoa Adv Hdqtrs 180637 to Comservpac dtd 19 Apr145) 



6th (Sp) 

+-2&-415 

5- 1-45 

5- 2-45 

5- 3-45 

5- 7-45 

5-17-45 ~ 
5-21-45 
5-~45 

5-M-45 

5-26-45 

~ocetion 
-G9-45 

i-29-45 

6-6-45 

1-1.::-45 

6-13-45 

3-1€-~5 

1 Mar' 45 report of 19th Reg. - 6th (Sp) 2nd Sect. n de ched lat 1n Mar' 45 and 
ordered '0 Pearl Harbor. (according to end by Oomeerfor7f1t) 

1/2 6th (Sp) located at Tacloban. Leyte. To return to Centuac upon Rrrival of 

the aath "(Sp) • (Comsertor7tlt Sec Report of 1 Apr l 45) 

The establishment of a combined detachment of 19th (Sp) 2nd Sec and 1/2 6t~ (3 ) 

into a OB (Sp) Detachment is hereby cancelled. The 01nOs in each c~se. will r~


port to ONOE Leyte Gulf for operational duty And to Comserfor7flt (Co~dr Con3: 

Forces) for adm. (Comaertor7flt Oon~ Itr Ser 0916 dtd 26 pr to CO Nav~ta 3amar) 

C1ncpoa dlsp 180637 approves inactivation of 16th CB and 1/2 o~ 6th (3p) effectt e 

20 Apr'45. Accordingly. Comseripac will inaotivate subj units. These iIWct1v:>

tiona to reduce area OB camp1 and thereby make possible the activation of 134th 

CB (Tr Oper) at Guam as reouested by COIDaervpac disp 242157. (CNO conf ltr 05er 

0170530 dtd 26 Apr to Oomservpac) 

Comservpac direots the inactivation of the 6th (Sp) Sec 1. (ComservpPc "~c D:sp 

301907 Apr to CNO)

1 M~'45 report of 6th (Sp) OlD Detachment - located at U11thi. 


1 Mar'45 report of the 6th (sp) OlD Detachment - located at Ulithi as ~f 1 Herch. 

1 May l 45 report of the 6th (~) AlB Det. - locetAd et Leyte-Snmar. ~port pnn. 

by 3rd Erg See II. 

Concur with 121025 (CB 134 activated. CB 16 end 6 (Sp) 1/8 inactivpted). 

(Comserv?flt Sec Diap 180521 to Bupers) . 

Cos C and D of the 6th (Sp) can be spa.red to Oahu on or about 1 Jun 14B. C3!.f\.
5(17 now at Ulithi will be utilized in handling stevedoring for m~int~nAn~o. 

Atoll Comdr Ulithi sec Itr eer 00236 dtd 14 M~V145 to Comaervnac)

/ / . . 

Leyte 3am~r ~. Ulithi ~ 6th O.B. (Special) 
"It is noted that this '.lnit ha s been Ale rted Elnd is A.wait ing trp..nsp. At :.he 
present time their ,~rk is being teken over by a company from the 3Gnd (5p ) ~~ . 
Attention is invi t rd to the fact that thi unit is only under the adm cont rol 
of the 3rd Brg and UIld9T operationl1l contra of the Comdt USNOB Tacloban • .j 
(1st end to OinO 6th (Sp) conf ltr to Di ~cdock:8 SF dtd 9 Mpy'45 by Oine "~rQ. Br'F

Sec II) 
1 Apr' 45 report of the 6th( Sp) - loeated in LeTta-Samar area. ComSerFor7thFl t 5th 
end dated 18 Ma,'45 to thie report etates that the 2nd Section has been detached & 
ordered to a base outside the 7.th Fl t area. Report end by 3rd Brig.Sec.2. 
Atoll Comur Ulithi request!! 47 men be ordered to C:BMU 603 and ;J5 men 'JE' ordered 
to CBMU 517 to assist in ot.evE-doring oper't ions after the depnrture 1)1' ti'lF 6t/"t (oJ 

on or p.bout 1 Jun 1 45. (Atoll ComorUlit!i conf s!JCiltr ser O~3 Ud .~ I · ' H,,;..,o.1-
COCI servpac) 
Transfer of the 1/'d 6th (Sp) to Gam is recommended. (Dep 0ol:C ·dareb c"':~r' r:..c ge~ 
ltr 001608 dtd 29 May t o ComservpFc (2nd ('Ind to AtCom U1itbi sec ltr SE'T \ r '7~ 
dtd 14 May) 
1 Jun'45 report of the 20th Reg. - On 30 ~tfF. Sec 1 of the 5t-r:. (.:i:" C)r.5 ie t:-..... 
of 13 off. and 468 men arrived at OP..hu AAd l"t"ported to the 40th Reg. n t ,," 
billetted at Iroquois Pt. By r.uthorlty of Oomser~or7 spiltr se!" 02869 d C. 1 .J1lI! 

immediate steps were -taken to complete the inactive-tioD of the € "th (~).o/' :.::'1 .~ '..:.~ 
48 of the eol men will 'Je trp.Dsferred to the Ree StB 8.t P.R. for f lrther tl--:.S;"p.::
to the mainland fot' leave and l'"paSSif'TUnent. The 48 mE'n \11111. -ce re"\s.,4 r1H'o. ,-~~, 


tbe Heg. if possible. 

Innctivate the t'th (3p) Sec 1. '!'rDl'!Rfer ~11 enl personnel ",l1o ·ill l S' <.: ':'<O!. 'r 

of ;;,tates cont .:31 mos by 15 June fr>gtr:!Os ... . r:. RecSta fol'" Ie ve "' r.j :'p ~~ -1 :': :'!':"!- 



6-:E-<±5 - ( or t.) ~r~'nsfer other enl pE>rsonnc t o othE'r un_ts of the It,' ?...,-. ~J 

COi!l3e~C "hen in:lct 'v-,tio~ complpted. (C,')r.13e~p.c con f sTl~i1tr 0'Y~_' c.t~· ur ~ 
to 01nC ~th R.P.p;.) 

b-19-,~:; - 1 Jun'45 report ~ 6t.h (Sp) CfD UE'+ - Inc~ter1 rt ,TTlith1. 199 ":en '!-~'V~ ~.,.~. :&. 
to U.S. :or le:-ve ond r~<\s"irnment . The of;l<"'1ce of thE' unit i3 <1u(' ~ c'= ..." . ..: .. - ... . 

6-~5-45 - In accordance with authority contp~ned in ~f (a) (Oomservpao con! spdltr p~, 286~ 
dtd 1 June) the 6th (Sp) Sec 1 is to be inactivated ef ~ect1v6 upon the a1spos 1 ~f 
all records, etc. You are hereby directed to t N' nsfer all enl perSOCllp.: ....1:.: ..r-·~ 
been outside U.S. for ~l mos cont service to the US RecSta P.R. FFT to the (~res 

W.O. ReeSta for 30 d~ leave and reass~ent. All personnel witb less tbPL ~l 
moa cont service outside U.S. w111 be retained until transfer to tbe ~Oth ~eg :'!~ 
suboord unit8 of the Reg 1s effected. (OinC 20th Reg con! ltr se. 1048 
to OinC 6th (Sp) Sec 1) 

6-25-45 - 1 Jun'45 report of CBMU 51? _ 5th (Sp) w~s r plieved of ~lnt duties O~ ~~r 


by CBMU 517 during M~. 


6-<35-45 - All enl personnel who hElve hpd 21 mos or more cont service Jutsi<ie U.'; ., ' -1 ':.Il ' ,e 

exception of 4 CPOs retai ned ';0 cOl'lp1ete in ctivation. hElve been tr2nsl'er-red .J 

the RecSta P.R. 'ITT W.C. BecSta. 19 men are being tranuerred to CED 1074 !~ r 

duty. 28 men are being transferred to CBD 1074 for temp duty. (6th (Jp) ,:oni" 

1tr dtd 12 June to 0100 20th Reg) 


7-	 5-45 - 6th (Sp) Sec 2 being t~sferred f~om t'l1tbi to Oahu reporting teo t.r.e '~Cth ..:I.e!: 

on arrival. In view of urgent need for rehabilitation this 'mit Rna. neett t r~


duce aggregate CB complements to Cominch cei11.ogs established. reouest "I ~'rJVA l 


to inactivate th&s unit on ~rriv~l Oahu. (Comservpac conf sndltr s~r j~~ ~ JtC 

4 June to Cincnoa) 

6th C.B. (.:ipee1Pl) 

7- 5-45 - . Inactivation 6th (Sp) Sec 2 approved. (1st pnd to prey entr.y by Cine, .~~ tQ 

13 Jun l 45) 


7-5-45  Inactivate 6th (Sp) Sec Z ~fter it h.s reo0rted to the 20th Reg. ~rpn~f ~ ~~_ 
personnel t other units 40th Reg. Advise COClservpac \'Jhen in!ict.tv.s.tl on ·:::o·n~ Ipt.ed . 
(Comservpao 	conf spd.ltr ser 03306 dtd .n JunE'! to OinO 20th Reg) 

7- 9-45 - Effective this date the inactivation of the 6th (Sn) Sec 1 c~n be consiae~p.a CGm

pleted. All personnel comprising this unit bPve been trensfer!'ed p.i tiler :0 tho 

mainland, to otherunits of the Reg, or !'eleElsed to COlfiservfot' fff!. (C-in':; ')-:.h 

Reg conf ltr ser 1]72 dtd 19 June to Comservppc) 


7-18-45 - 1 Jul l 45 report of the 20th Reg - The inactivation of the 6th (Sp) Sec.l was offi 

cially completed on 19 J~145. All men and officers ha~ been transferr~d eit~e~ 


for reassignment or for leave. Sec.2 of the 5th(Sp) reported aboard at Oahu on 

29 Jun l 45 and i8 in the procees of being inactivated. 


7-.G3-45 - 58 men transferred to the 14th (Sp) on 2 July. All e~lp ~~s t'~nPd : ,.ar ~- ~~ . 


(:lOth Reg and no enuipment rempins in battls.o session. (6tiJ 3]') ccnf : "1' l'-r 

1992 dtd 5 July to Oin~ 'rJth Reg) 


7-27-45 - As of 10 Jul'45 the inactivation of the 6th(Sp) C/DDetachment has b en ~ffeet~ 
All enlisted personnel have been transferred to subordianate units of the 20th 
Reg or to Medical Units as. directed. (Oine 20th Reg conf 1tr Ser 1270 d d 10 ,Jul l 
45 to Comserforpacflt.) 
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0 BOARD 

OJl'ICERS m;tt AUTHORITY~ 
30 Jun l 44 41 881 Recap. 

1 Augt44 41 880 MoR 
1 Sept ~ Cj?Q oR 

30 Sep'44 959 Recap 
1 Novt44 15 465 MoR - lRt Sectbn 
1 Nov t 44 9~9 BNP625 & Mo R33 
1 Dee'44 957 BNP625 
1 Dec'44 - 1st S c. 15 4n5 MoR 

1 Jan l 45 -Ullt~l 14 466 MoR 
1 eb'45 - U1ithi Sec. 13 459 MoR 

lS . 1 Je.n'45 - Samar Sec. 488 MoR 

1 b ~~5 -A?I Det. 473 Mo~
'((,6 fYJo(liA~ S ,t} Orr. 

l/~r~~~1 ~~ Sec. II
/~

14 ~A:1 Apr t 45 - Samr tee; ~( :B "'S25 &I II 
1 1fa7.45- Uli Sec. 462 62! 
1 May'45 13 4:71 toR 

1 J'un'45- Ul1thi Sec. 10 253 BNP625 
1 Jun' 415- Samar Seo. 13 468 BEPS25 

1 Jul'45 - Ullthl Sec. 63 :BNPS25 

Sth COl1stru.ction Battalion (Speciel) (INAC1'IVATllD) 
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TROOP TRANSPOnT 

The Pacific unfolded its vast expanse of blue to lnany 
a land loving saill)r. Days on deck watchinc the hou cut its 
way into the m:\.les 1 eaviu[. a i.'rothy wake as if the sea were 
angry at our passage. Tl:e i, ·tes, the greens, the dancing 
white caps gave beauty to at·.d to our thrill of being on the 
"hounding mainlf. 

llightime gave the vessel a furtive. ghost ship feeling, 
lights out, the deck a place to lie in retrospect. Star
lieht, a moon aeross thu shimmering sea, each throb of the 
engines adding distane·J and feeling to the separation from 
our homeland. Tho hlllJ . a darkened messenger of might carry
ine troops to Tckyo. 

All of us fell into the cramped routine of days follow
ing one another pondero~11 like elephants in a parade, trunk 
to tail. Do we remember the card games, the sevens and eleven, 
tho hap~)y talk, the scutUobutt news fresh every few minutes, 
the whales, the flying fish, the leaping tuna, the heat and 
Sll1cllll belotl, tl:c Qncr~' HayOS and huee swells as we neared 
our des tination. The coral rocf barrinG the entrance leaving 
a tricky op~ning for t he pilot to pick his way. The 11ght
houso on the . :.::;reen palm. studded island. Nownea, the quaint 
French islan(1 Bettl~d first as 0. priaon colony. Colorful, 
hieh rugced peaks foming a backgI"ound for the grassy slopes 
of the rolling foot-hills. The ship came to mchor in the 
mid-afternoon, a sai.lor honle from tho sea. 
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l:OUII~A, NE\-1 CALEDCH1IA 

June 9, 1943 to September 10, 1943 

Land was a welcome sight for the Second Section of the 
Sixth Special on June , although we were unprepared for a 
beachhead unloading intha open sea. Seabee "Can Do" got 
the Cub Nine, 7$th C. B. :.nd Gixth Spocial gear ashore in 
spite of rough seas and lack or facilities ash ora for handl
ing the heavy gear. 

Housekeeping was 'set up ashore, July __ , on a beautiful 
high rolling plain towered' ovor by the rugged rocky paaks 
of Mt.Dore, 2$ miles from the provincial French sattlement 
of Noumea. Wild oranges, coooanuts, bananas nnd all the 
tropioru. fruit was ours for tho taking. Icy mountain water
falls sorved 8S showers. Hero, Peyton1s Portablo Pirates 
started those fmnous ono-night stands, maving camp from Mt. 
Dore for n night1s eng3goment in the 6th C.D. area, July • 
Onwcrd n~ain on July ,to a Ill0re permMent biouvac tJ:t'ea~ 
nonrtho 2nd Spoclal.-Rem.;".LJr, fellows, the 2nd Special 
lo1<15 Going to toach us to stcw..ldore. tlclll we learned a 
lot o.nd provod ourselvos an independont working unit equlll 
to any Special out!it in tho Paoific. 

Let's turn the P~Gos of memory back for ~ few reminis
cent rnom;.:ntn C\.S \-10 rcr,lul!~bl3r - Noumon's' disnppointing lflck 
of feminine charm - o.bstincnoo bacmno II forced virtue after 
n bout or tuo ,li th tho lOCo.l "but t arfly" rum, flOOD movios 
sorved null o.S tho only glJnornl form of rocruation ur.:'3ss 
you count those IIbuor battles" on Snturday nights OIl thoso 
rationed bot.tles sc.ved for tho occasion. Tho scanic buo.uty 
of tho island, with tho charm of tho French lU'chi t.Jcture .nd 
tho strango customs bring II poignllnt fooling that inspiros 
a wish to r~turn in Bornv mora pcnoofUl day. 

Anticipation and Qxcitcmont ran nt a high pitch as 
scu t tlebutt cnrried rumors of duty in the combat aroa, Fncts 
follow fancy and we becamo attnched to 1st MAC for oporations 
in the forwnrd uroa. Sept-ember 10, 1943, finds us £'-board 
tho U.S.S. Amoricnn Legion, bound for Guada1cnnnl and ~ final 
staging for more rugged duty to come. 
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QU.ID.".LC.\rJAL, B. S. I. 

Quacnlconnl, tho movio varsion of ~ tropical isl~ with
. out thu b~o.utiful girls so mt· ~:lly ndvart1scd. Ev1d\3nce WllS 
o.t hnnd ru5 ,.,0 hit tho boacla a.t. Dom~ Covo ndnr Capo Espera.nco 
of tIl.) swell job our ito.rinos did on th~Jo.ps. FllI1lOus m\r.los, 
Bloody RidGe, :·lnggot Buach, Honderson air field brought a 
fooling of at lo.st being in tho Har. After much coco.:mut duty 
tho camp presonted B moot picturosque sotting, a coral baaoh 
wi th moonlight strJUli'ling throUgh thlJ palms brough t ~ny 0. rutro- J 

spoctivo mo:nunt. .\11 th-J boJllUty which [taos to waste for tho 

lack of our loved ones t c snare it sourns to crowd itsolf into 

these ondl~ss days. Our a.ssignmont to 1st l1AC n~c~ssitated 


a further split into Echulons for mcwomont into tho \.J~'tromo 


fOI'Wllro lU'Oo.s. Th'.) 1st Echalon 'WllS formed from itA" Campoll;;
and onl.l-ha.lf of H~adqunrtors. liB" COn;xlny and tho othlJr ono

half of Hc~dqunrt~rs making up tho 2nd Echelon. Combat plans 

called for Volla-LnVolla'to bo used as a large material do-

pot to b:-.cy. up the planned b-.lD.chhcad on Bougo.invillo. So on 

Septomb~r 26, in a driving ruinstorm th'e 1st EChelon sot out 

to be tho 1st Stevedoring Unit in n comba.t nrea. The 2nd 

Echolon rdmo.ined at tho Canal ror ~ssignm~nt to tho 4th 63S0 

Depot 1n the Russell Islands, shoving ofr for Banik~ . on · 

October 20, cargo hnnd11ng on the Cannl was at n minirnwn as 

1st MAC wns organized ns a combat unit to finish th~ Solomon 

Islo.nds Crunp:1.ign. If it's variety you want. l1lo.to, stick 

around awhillJ longor. The story doesn't end here. 
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11-29-44 - One-halt of 6th (Sp) locat.d at" lfacloban. Lqte. (CoDlsen'7tlt Sec. Diap. to 0 

150133 llCR 18921 dtd 34 NoT" 44) 


12- 6-44 - 00 Cub 14 Sec. tr to Clnopo dtd 17 0 144 requests that the 88th ~~d 6th t ) 
bl" rftJoin d into their dr1ginal cO!llJ)lete b~tte - . of eElch ere at Ulithi nel 
Leyte. let End. by ~ 14 vy 3964 td 18 ov l 44 recommends th ap roval ot. 

1d-l - 6th (Sp) 10cmt d at tTl1th1. (AtOom U1 thi e. 1)isp. to CNO 011402 dtd 9 Decl44) 
1~-_3- - 1 Nov'44 r port ot 6th (Sp). OlD Detachment - ~e ~rt endor~~ by Atoll 00 r. 

Navy II 
12-15 - ec. Z of the 6th ( ) Ie! thA tate. on 9 Jun143; Sec. 1 left State 30 r' • 

(EHP625 repo~ of 1 Nov' ) 
12-28- - 1 of the 6th eSp) arrived La te late Oct'44 and as~ign d t the CB (p) t chm n 

ith! of the 19th (Sp).(Comserfor7flt Sec. renort for Oct '44 dtd 20 Nov'44). 
1-1~-45 - One-balf of th 6th (S~) located at Ulithl. ( to 1 Co O1tthi ~c D ep to 0 

030544 d td 11 J an I 45 ) 

1-1 -45 - One- l! o~ the th ( ...p) t ~_r wit d eo. of the 13th ( 'D). 
'ec r port of N'oT'44 d ]5 cl44. 



Volla LoVallo, B. S. I. 

Tho darkonod convoy 1'01 tits wny thi-u anomy infosted 
w~tors. Tho 1ST's cr.:un.r:lod wi th mon rud mAterial wallowod 
liko hugh roptilos in th;') quiot son. Dawn broko with tho 
sun p~orinG from bohind tho p-.:cl(od mountn1ns 6f thJ' IsltuXl 
of Kolrunbtmgarn throl1inc 1.ts faint rnys on tho uni't'.iIliliar 
beach nt tho mouth of thu June Rivor, VoIla. LaVolla., B.S.I. 
Gun crows on tho alert for on~my aircrnf't stood by thoir 
battle stations. Tho poncoful island cove boliod tho grim 
int(mt of tho ships rccingonow for thi3l:oach. Tho ramp 
was down nnd cargo coming off at 0700 ond tho discha.rging 
completed at 08SS I s\. ttlng n last!ng rocord fo r LST unlond
ing ltl ich ramn:1ns unbroken to. this day_ 

Tonsi0n still hold tho troops in its rigid grnsp, our 
first boo.chh;.)ad, , ,~ ur first lmding on an unsecurod isl~d. 
OUr 20 mm gun crew worked with all possiblo speod tv But 
up 0 tcmporcry gun emplncument on the beach to prowct the 
anchorod ship. Sunddcnly the cry IIAir RQid'~ pierced tho air, 
troops scurriod to cover as tho gun crew scanned tho skies' 
for Jap divo bombors. Out of tho 8un thoy came - swooping 
down on tha boached ships. Out of range at the moment our 
boys anxiously nwaited the oncoming planes, suddonly thoir ' 
objoctivo bocnmu oppar~nt as we holplessly watchod the dondly 
missil\.ls Ioa.vo thuir ballius hoading d own on thoir nnchorod 
target. A muffled olplosion shook the oorth as the.. bombs 
hit hOMO on an 1ST boo.chud n hnl! milo uway. . 

After dischnrGinc our own lST our boys had bOun sent up 
to hulp the H~rinos unlond tho ill-fated 1ST. Thu' mr-ra.id 
sicn~l fnilud to (;:ivo thu mon tim~ to lonve tho ship. Our 
c~sUQltios woro fortunntcly small but tho loss cr our buddy, 
Bill Lyons, oloncr l:i th tho tr~1c cost to the M:!rlno d-.:to.ch

, mont incroa.sod our crim d"rt~r;;lino.tion to sottle tho scoro at 
somo future dnto. Saddon4td b,' tho sudden disnstor we collod 
on long hours of training and tho f1ehting spirit of tho men 
to rospond to the cour~g~ end superb leadership of our 
Commanding Officer in cnrryin& on in spito of the throats of 
returning J"'po.n8e8 pIanos. 
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In trucks furnished by tho hord working Hcrinu lIntor 
Transport D~ttol1on our Bu~p11oB and rnon movud up to thu 
bivouac u·)c le:lvin:; our Gun crow :It thoir station. 

Hich noon found tho Nips ruturninc for moro dostruct~ 
ion llS th\,; still sm\1kin~ shi? mndo ~ booeon in thl> sky. . 
Strllf'inc ~nc! bombinc tho bO:lch as tho troops \lorkl3d fovar
1shly t:> freo tho doad nrrl wOUndod from tho twisted hull, 
tho l1ttlu yollow Buns vf Honvvn found th.l.t two OM p1.4y 
this g.:ll,l.l 'Jf du:lth. HurtlinG ooross tho cova at ~ vory 
low alti tudC3 one plnne f ':und 0. s treMl of fire h,)sing its 
way into tho noso of his ship as tho Bun crow pour~d dO.l.dly 
20 mm sholla into the d001ilud plo.no. R03.chin~ tho far Bida 
of the c/')vo tho plano suddonly blew into frri~nts and 
dr')ppcd into tho sea, .l. dobt partinlly repaid. Othor "ack
o.Ck ,1 b.l.ttorics found their to.rgets with oqual skill and tho 
count of dcwnud Jap planes rose to $ for tho dlo/. Little . 
chaar could be .fc:und won the sickoning thought struct homo 
that WG had lost and h.l.d suffarvd 
c.l.sualtios. Repnymont in kind becamo the watchword--of~th~e
Solomons .l.S plnnos tllk ing off the oowly complotod ',' ;110 air
strip !Jut en (lJd to aotivo ~i~")ponose offensive air uttack. 

Glancing into our ml3lncry bo·.)k tho harshness Qr our 
lnndinc wes softonad by tho c('fIlradeship and closer unity 
of tho man end officers, privation and d01n3 without 
hard.mod end uoldod our sp;1.rit, we tlCrO Q wprkinBJ fight
in6 unit as nuV.:lr here'N. Dull days follow.3d llfwr 0. f~w 
~GQd niGhts plo.yini: foxh.,Jl~ 11J~fr03. 

Lot us c10so t !',is ch~ptor of our trc.volo~uu tli th a 
pro.yor on :~ ur l1:?5 ~nd c. tribute in our hO.l.rts to our 
friond nnd follow soldier lho eo.ve his lifu for thl,; fN ...;"
domo of his lcvod onos ct homo - t~. A. Lyons, Slc, :'r.:lssinc 
in ootion, Ootobur 1, Vvllo. L~Vullc., D.S.I. 
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FIJI ISLANDS 

Uay 16, 194) to December 28. 194) 

Sishting tho shor~s of the Fiji IslomeMay , tU'tor 
long d~ya of blue water brought happy smi1J8 to dock-bound 
sailors. l~cr i9 n rough task master, though, and the urgent 
neod for n Speci:-.l Bnttn1ion WQ9 npPQront in tho jrunml3d hnr
bore So with the grit ~d dGt~rminQtion charactoristic of 
Soabo~ orgnnizat1ons, tl~a entire b~ttD~ion stay~d aboard ship 
while workins a truly rugged schedule of throe a-hour shifts 
dni1y in ' ~ rclcntloBs off crt to froo tho harbor of its ships. 
Aftor ) uOi.)ks o~ :l.1~t,.:m6:!.\"~ \'~ork tho unit WQS Qbl.) to movo 
QshoroJ rulJ 6\lt up cor.l!). 

Tho rollinll hi1.1s d\lvoid of trees ~do Q roady C.:!1TIp 

0.1thouCh l-IC'.tor \-ms 0. oroblom. Soon overything \-Ias ship-shape 
.:md tl;c liborties of th.:l Fiji's \-lOro invostiBo.tod. Looking 
bnclcward :!t tho h:!ppy tini.ls in tho nntivo villQgcs, the friend
linoss of th~ Fijian m~d~ fo~ plonsant living. Boolo.J Joo. 
Past l11omorius lu:!d us to nc.tivo d~cos \-lith their rituci.s, 
thl3ir stout drink, l~ava; tho rush to tmm for that 4 hour 
t ost of .0. mnnle cnp~city. Long hikos end drills kupt us in 
shape l.'.S tho stevedore work sl:lckod otf. Timo off 1'I~S mostly 
sp~nt exploring th~ little known spots about the iol~ndJ 
lv~ming the British way of Gll1pir~ build ingJ tr:ld ine with the 
n~tiv8S and ttiking in the many picture shows o£fcre~ on the 
islD.nd. 

Time slipped awny and our first war Chrisuaas w~s spent 
awny from our Homuland cmid conflicting orders to novo or 
not to mov<:.1. Finnlly, on Det:,.en~l:lr , Section Ono put out 
to son to ~id the S~cond Section ln~he battle for Bougainv1l1e. 
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RUSSELL ISUOO> (&\N IKA) 

On OctQbor 1$, 194), ordors nrrivod at Ouadalennnl 
directin~ Echelon Two to ,:\ dv:mcc to Rus3011 Isl::mds 
(Banikn) thu par~dis~ isl~d of thu Solomons. Dato of 
dup~.rtur,J w.:\s Octo'oor 20, 1943. Echolon equipment w~s 
tr~sportuu Yin lCT IS, this equipmvn t i ncludud the IJis
hursinr; Offico BC.r~. Tho Disburfiinc Orfiou porsr.nn·~l 
wwrIJ essianud to sUlnd gucord ovor the so.fo. Moat of 
tL:; pors o:mnul cf Echelon Two, bonrdud an ',\pc whic!1 
w~s lyin~ out in tho Dtrcnm off Doma C~v~, Ounualco.nnl 
boardinG tho .'.pC uJ'ldvr thu c.ov\3r of dOorknoBs. 

On this voy:'.co W'U nore to bucoma acqunintlJd IIi th 
n Russoll I(lJ.~d :-~.'I\ storn. " Ono or tho mo.t\.ls h~il ~ 
PlJt perr(lt ~b-::1r~, '"jut tile pcot' polly could not oto.nd 
the; rain ~n<.! virtuclly dr:J\-:r.ed. l<:in.dnoss end ri rst Did 
f':\ilud t~ aid poor pol~v. 

Lo.ndi~ t\t tho b0;~ch in P.Ei:;:JID somrn on Oetobor 22, 
1943, th.J Echolon set up cnmp nnu to'::I)c ovur tho port 
c~r60 oper.lth:ns. 1\3:1:1.n our spuciol tr~ininG proJucod 
thu dosiNU rusults. 

JHl w·)~k tl ncl no pIny makes "Jack t\ dull boy" 80 in 
(lur orf tim;;; we enj ;)ycd tho scenic be:luty of tho i~l:mcl. 
CI)COiU1ut troiJs, r:rass ~mc1 m.:my flowering bushes nrcund 
tho isl:lnd r.bn~ with c .)untlcss toads, lizznrds, mos .. 
qui t")s ~.nd othor insects of the post variety. 

"Cata-!.!y(:311 prospect.i. ne - al. th'>ueh the Ca.ta-eye oS 
wu cQrtJT1('nly knew it is n.,t thu rvD.l. Cats-eye. Tho real. 
Cats-oy!.! is n chrysoboryl, 0. precious' stone, while the 
ca.ts-oyu a.s wo know it is ~ calcium corbunnta (CaC02). 
Tho se::u-ch f 0r livo c.1.ts-cyus wns full of advonturo 1n 
tho doop water just ·)ff aivra in tho craes nne! c ' rnl 
shulvos. Ho.n.v d:lncorous fish woro observod. Ar;:"l....; cl 
\1i th wldor-,"c.tcr clnsses .e.nd aplnch-b.:-.r the s\.l:-.rch went 
on, in SvltlO inst!'JlC':l5 11va Cots-uyo s woro fo \Ild measuri ng
5" in c1icmotcr. 
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The KtUlearo') rat 0. nocturnlll. visitpr used our camp 
llI"ea as a plyaground, playina tag thru the tents cmd 
sliding down tho tent tops. Two traps were set, baited 
wi th COCOMut m('ilot. A r~t c~tchor'8 darby WQS instituted, 
for tho s;!lo.ll sum of tH~nty five conts anI) was permitted· 
to draw fr:)m .:1 hat Q ticl"ot with Q 1/2 hour period; if a 
rat 1f0.5 tr~ppod \71 thin tho 1/2 hour sto.toc:1 on your t·ickot 
you lIero tho u\'TImR til 

On Docomber 20, 1?1~3, Echolon Two depnrtod fr',lm the 
RU3so11s (B.'JIIK.') f~r I30lIQA.llI'ILI..E, D.S.I. to join the 
First Echolon. Of Echolcn n;o, oichtoon (13) gangs of 
six men scch lrorc OBsiglt6d to L:>T FlotUln 5 nt TulI13i. 
Theso gons tel bo ccxe:o 1r:-o.U1:,: :l.nd discho.r'CinG suporvisors. 
This was n tompor3rY assi~l1,IiI..mt uhioh \Tas complo ted 
Februcry 15, 1944. Th~ assic:nmont was handlau in a C l)li\

potont inonnor 3ld 1tlttors fJf. COllUl¥Jndation of occh :.0Jl,3 is 
on fi10. Tho spocialized trclninc QS stov\Jd·,)l'CS end tho 
CAN DO spirit provo.i1s. 
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BOUOAINVILLE, B. S. I. 
November 2), 1943 to Harch )1, 1944 

The Bougainville Beachhead with the Marines sends 
a thrill racing thru the kaleidoscope of our mOIl\ory. 
BeinB a part of on offensive team satisfied the dOQply 
rooted love of country that led us to e~l1st our live3 
in an effort to proserve its preedom • 

. \ study of th,e cO:.ibtlt p1a:1 j.ndicated movement into 
the Empress Aur:;usta &y a~i) tn tho ForWard Echelon of 
tho Second Joction of the Sixth Spocilll Battalion 
scheduled for ' daya. C"!'owding our ~n on tel' 9 

wi th tho household equip:nont ' ioaded on an LeT W'O sot 
out from Volla LaVolla novomber 21. HC'ny II r~_co holld 
c now GrimnusD and seriousness of ~urposo llS W~ plm~d 
our wcy pllat Tr0csury Island end ~~u southorn coast of 
Bour;m.nvillu. For ta-J first timo in tho pc-ciric Wtlr 'ole 
,",ure bohind thw en~i'\:l'~ dd":msivo positions. 

Boro;O,) d:!"m of tho 23rd 1m lI~lort" W::'.s sound,:; ·- '.n<l 
an umbrul lc of nnt:i.-o.il'~r~ft tr~corB from our shor__ 
bllttcri,)s colored tho u:.rly morninG sky with th\lir 
lurid liBht. Our little ships pickod thvir way thru tho 
eor~l l i nJd ohcnncl 111d ,:.:'.s!1od into thu be~ch north of 
CilPI.3 Torokina. Tho IST I S in th\J convoy huadud for 
Torokinil Bo~ch and the unprotuctod Bhor~ on Puruatn 
(Suicide) Island; ll11chorud to tho beach these IIlare;o 
slow targetsll 'W~ro und~r Japanose motor fire from 
batteries on Ma3in~ Islnnd. Ono direct hit cr~cterl 
h~voc and disilster aboard tho undefendable ship as she 
W'c.s c!ischarging. On our left flank enemy bnrg:Js npr>-.;:nr.. 
cd only to be Bnufr'.::d out by touBh Harines with th0ir 
ch~~acteristic vioious thoroughnoss. 

1" 




Gotting us off the bv~c~ end into a temporary 
bivou~c oro~ took most of th0 day. Our position W38 
£lhO:lc\ of our artillery bo.tkrics and about 1000 yards 
from tho front lines wall within rango of the Japnnoso 
gun ornplncurncnts. No ana ho.d to bo told to dig in, 
r~in end rnuu wor.e rninor difficulties now. Our first 
nicht loJC'.S \tn~vontful u~~copt for tho incrcosd.ng noiso of 
O'-1r biG G~ms htrll::;S~. n;: .Tc.'!~nusl3 positions. Tho second 
day wo st:.rt~<l in with th:j m~irttElmmco CCllG hastily 
oroctinc Co :;::.llu~ · · c.nd :;,hovwrs tor tho mon as our 
stov.::dor..::;s wore co.llod out to oid the Morind bunch 
unloadinc dotails. Tho tired and hunGry woro fod hot 
food on roturriin6 to c~p in ~ho evenin:_ 

Sud(~unly :l cry went u? - tho JapOonoso tlrtillory hc.d 
opcnud up suckinC out our b:lt~orios 200 yards to tho ruor. 
HUGeinC our roxhol~s anti wishinC wold due thorn doopor WI) 

listoned o.s too sholls ~.Jhinod overhoad, landing wi th 
earth shatterinG oxplosions just behind us. Thruout tho 
nisht tho whistling 5holla searchod tho 01"00. shortunint; 
c.nd lcnethonine tho range o.t unpredictablo Intorv~ls. 
:~(:1in8 insult to injury'tho Japanese bombers rodo tho 
sky',mys in tho hours beforo <lawn sending their r.1ussenccrs 
of du~th hurtlin~ downward on tlny and every obj~ctivo. 
~s the li3ht of tho oorly morning s un w~rrned our no~e 
wr::.ckec! bodies, \010 s!1ook off our fears in the work t;....':!.t 
must bo (~ona. 

The days scurried by nu ttl\) boys 'trolled the drums" 
from JBTls str~nded on sand bers 100 yords offshore, 
anxiously w~itin~ to diseorgu thoir dnneorous loads. 
NiGhts found us under constant air raid al~rtsJ artillory 
fire and shelling from surfaced submarines. 

12 


http:incrcosd.ng


Finc.lly, thu Harin.:s sl~cc\lodod in pushing bllck the 
Jc.?S to n perimeter that ~Toulc1 ~.llow SoaDtl3 un! ts to 
build t\ bomber strir>. Tho Torolcino fichtur otrip was 
f1nishod by Nov~mber )0 ~d c now comp site chosen for 
tho Sixth ::ipocial &ttalion. 

~'Iomorics of PoJyton I s Playboys nnel thoir first 
BouGc.:invillo entortoiruncnt rocull 1;llU early comp con-
ditions. Tributv u~,s justly dosorvucl by tho onti;,'o 
Echolon for thClir ' fichtin:: 'spirit, tho hardshipo ,~~.:.urod 
and ovorcoml3, thQ 1.!\',::.:nuity and sleill with which t~ , .,: 
buil t up ::'. contort:1\.]LJ C~ll''il Vi t:10Ut motorinl or su~ ) .;;::;'ius .. 
"Can Do" W:l.S ~0n.:: :l!1:1 H'C ~,+t I:Q&. down to the duties 
::>.ssiCnc..:<l un. Unlo::>.ding LSl'lb on Torokina. ,&,ach, battlinG 
the heavy surf under const.mt thr03:lt of ~t11lery firo or 
air ro.ids was excitine duty. Ono 1ST benchod beyond 
our front lin05 antI was un.loodod under the most haznrdous 
conditions yet faced b:r this B::>.ttalion. Tho cour/llJe of 
tho boys \1ill bo lon~ rumomborcc.1. 

Hllppicr th,")u:,;hts fl.:lsh .:leross the mind as we remomber 
Thllnks('ivi.nC t\;,::'klY, P<..lyt~n' s Playhouse, Christmas Eva 
enrol sincinc;, t~·,,J lo.uGhtYr on Christmas Day cover~:'::: 
many a 8:.cldon",1 hoJ~rt. 

Tho 6~thGring of tl:oJ clon be ins, the Second Echelon 
movoS Ui' frarn th\:l Rllssol~. Ialnnds Decembor 21 as c::>.r~o . 
ships beGin t~ c~me in. 7~~ Sixth Specinl (Sdc tion Two) 
functions IlC.:lin as "top rankiOG stovodoros". Rumors fly 
thick ~.nd fastj the First Section of thc Battalion is 
mavin: up from tho Fiji Islands. "'£0 join or not to 
join" 1s tho question. ,'.ro WI) still with the 1st ~L'.C? 
Do \-10 Co fon'lard with tho nIJ::ct push? ,'LTO wo to ho 
r ,:..: liovod ::nd sont down tho line for D. rest? 
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Tho answer is eons., .119.3tion, Section Two rejoins 
Sootion Ono and tho B3ttalion is D unit to bo woldod into 
~ workinc orEDn1zo.tion under the commtlnd of Com.rac.;l:.:r 
Jrunes : •• Dunbnr on the arriv~l of Soction Ono, J:.nur.ry 20. 
Rcorf, o.niz.'lti'.)n and its lI.ccompllnyin[t erowine: polins fin.llly . 
is olCccmplishl;)u c.ftor tho First Suction lands. A fino 
now crunp is built to house tho entiro &ltto.lion and wa 
find ourselves m~kin'.: lldjustlOOnts to our nt:lwly cruo.tud 
jobs., 

SM.<lCD .)f I1Sn~u II o.C~ i Ii. as Conpony ",\" is c:il.lcd 
bo.ck t o th;.) 'rroo.sury Islo.n~s to do 0. job on ~brch 24. 
Tho i.."Yr'sy influunc~ still grips us nod Wld\lr oxistinc 
circul:lstanocs in th..; oxtromu fon"~rd .lrutl. thero will 
clt-1~ys bo dlJt:lchr.l(JJ1tS of th.:l 3a.ttcl~on on sop:lrato 
o.ssiCI'UTll3nts. The anticip.~tion of novinC continuos to 
kucp t hl.l mor.::l.u up nn<l th..; unknown futuro remains on 
axei tine, unrua.d chc.?t~ l' in our tr:lvoloGuo. 
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TnF,.AStmY IOIII'..rms 
lfo.rch, 19L4-July, 1944 

In keepinG with the ch<mginG scane, Company A 
was ordored to ·pr:jcu\,!d to Stirling Isllllld of tho 
Treasury Group, 70 rnil(;lS s;.;uth of our bCQohhao.d on 
Bougninvil1o. It s~om0d liko backtracking, but it 
w~s hopod that the A Company uc)ys would cat n rost, 
at loo.st from air raids nnd Jnp nrtillery if not 
from work. 

At dawn on March 26, Blanche Ho.rbor was visibla, 
tho most picturosquo ialnnd svttinc we'd seon yot in 
tho Pacific. The harbor land lockod betwoon thv tW') 

islo.nds Mons llnd Stirling provided the quiet nnchvr.lSo 
for ships. Our carea ha.ndling- could be done o.t pon
toon docks c·n to tho Cf)rru. floored boach. 

The stovOd')r"B 'Wore fi ve.'" no IIbrcnth1ng spell II 

as the port .lctivity incr..:rls .. . : tromendously imITIod
illtcly a.ftur our nrrival. N0W records had to be 
set to mnint~in the Bte~dy flow of c~rGe from ship 
to shoro o.nd shoro t o ship. .ic:rl.n tho 6th Spocinl 
C~ thru with tho noclJ ss~y "Cnn Do." 

!~tor tho first heetie months, wo Bottled into 
D.n eaSier routino with Ti'~rc tim\) for rccr,)~tion nnd 
rast. J\UlU 9th, (lur first nnnivorsory Qverso.ls, W!loS 

1:clcbr otoG. with s :;mo vary oricinal ontortn:lnmont. 
Somehow, thu tho113ht buoyvd our spirits that wo Woro 
over tho hump, th~t it coul(~'t bo .lS lon~ as it had 
b~on buforu we ho~dud h0mo. 

Turning to momory' s m~)vinG picture acoin wo find 
scones of interest to r;;:ca.ll. ThG serenity ·)f thu 
quiet lagoons, sailin~J fishing, Bwtmminc - tho idle 
momonts at dusk 'Iilan nIl soomcd hushed am! thouChtful. 
Thu laughter and intonsu riv.::llry a.t our bascbal1 f:vn.os, 
tho comro.doship tho t c~es with sharing hardships ~J. 
pluasures with others. 

:~ll good th in58 c ome to nn cnd DJlt1 we moved up 
again to Boug~nville 1n July to rejoin the battalion 
for furthor moverllent forward. 
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LEITE SAMAR OPERATION 

PHILIPPINE ISLANDS 


October 20, ,1944 - Mny 16, 1945 


Truly n man neods Oullivor'a boots t.o keap in wm- step 
with our mo.roh1nc forces in the Pactric. The lone m';)ntha 
toloscopod one into anothor until tho dxcitoment of B~u8ain
villa dis~ppu~od 1n tho ennui of routin~ th~t ~lwnys throt
tles n baso in the backwnsh of tho w~r. Yet ~v~n ~s wo 
ccrriod on in th~ growinc borodom, tho master dcaiznor wns 
tittin~ our unit into another of his v~~t schemos. Yes I 
Tho 6th WOoS to bo spUt nedin into Dotachmont AS C'nd Det:1.ch.. 
JOOnt CD. Tho stc.:f uould o.ceompnny DotnchMCnt :.13 to tho 
fortr~ss of Yo.l~. Tho CD Du....:lc~nt wns Q coc fittud in tho 
plan to buach a.t Ulithi, UiO ~ilos north of Yap. Tho opora
tion wo.s pl~~d tor 60 to 9U days in which time n b3BO W38 
to bo mado Qv~ilablu for thv projected lOQP into the Phil 
ippinos. 

; ,I 

On th~ 26th of SOl'tembcr 1944 tho :t.B Det~chment was 
lOQded out. No r~ar echelons this timo in spit of the 
cnrly D+4 dnta sot for us to mako n lQ.ndin~ on n cornl roof 
a hill .mUo off shora. \>10 carriod overy usoful and usuless 
piece of co~r W~lu procured through tho Pacific in the past 
fif teen months . Th~ troops went aboord tho USS Zaurak, a 
new Liborty ship, and we bid BougainVille on unre~r~tful 
GoodbY(H Mt. Bnga.na, our sontinel volcano soerood to .balch 
forth an extra. pufr of smoke and ashes os it to lot us know 
it understood our If.lll.vin t~. Porhaps it wos 11 f~Nwoll prom... 
isa that Barna da.y thd vclcnnQ would spua forth in r1~hteous 
wr~th liko n giant flame thrower to rid tho 1 Bland of the 
remaining Ja.paneso. 
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The ship silently skirted tho JapanuBo bo.stions of 
Buka and unconquoruu Raunul in the ~k of niGht 3S we l~d 
,Jur cours\.} for Emirau Islo.nd, n hundrod 'or se miles ab,:ovo 
New lrel::uvl. Th(:l isl~md ns we stood orf .1n tho cc.rly morn
ing li~;ht was an oml.1r~d in a whito cor31 reof Bottint.;, an 
exquisite jowel of tho profliGate Pacific. Mora w~re basad 
the bombors that had hcl~od neutralize Ro.baul and Kavicng 
leavin!; tho way open for the ccpturo of the Mmirnl ty 
Islands. 

Whila the Selomon Isl~ndB wore beine mopped up, other 
U. S. forces hnd blJnten tho Japs off of Los Nee;ros, Manus 
und other islands in the :1.(1miralty Eraup to secure the 
l~rGost flc.Jt nnchoro.:;e in the Hid Pacific suitabllJto 
accommod~to thu huSu armadas of our Navy. 

Tho sconu wo bvheld tho morninG our convoy rundozvous J 

tho :.t1.mfro.ltius, \"1llS sichted will livo forevur 1n t'ur mom.. 
orios • .Sor.lChoH our stay in the Solomol}s ha.d civon us Q 

microsc oIJic viuu of thu llur. The tiny bOQchh.;ud thero so 
snvncoly cc.:inurl ~. nd bloodily h.:lld rlJpr13sented all we could 
fool and under5t~l~ - ~ so~t .£ porsonnl £icht. Thon, ~s 
wo stood off th~ Mral ftin::;..:": 1s1~nd, tho rual.iz3tion 
camo with thu click of tho mind's comern oye thnt wo 'had 
not f ,)u:;ht alt'no; for horu W<'Jl'tl catherin:; tho miGhtiost 
w~ships of the world. . 
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The vury spirit of our N~v~l ~cesturs, our cust~M 
trcc1iticn and national h'"nor embodiod in tho history of 
tho cOUI'3.:;eo\..s 'lOrds c.'f"(our IlJc!.lors: John Paul Jc.nos, 
"Don 't eivo up tho ship, II COMmOdON Poory, ''We ho.vo not 
yet bOGun to fiGht", f~r~:;ut, Dewoy, and our VikinG for
boars plus the skill of 0. bold Columbus, Ho.Gollo.n,. DlJGam:l-" 
0.11 those ficuros of 0. n:ltion born of sentorinG fcrboars 
were Gathored here in this "rc?rosontotion ot .\mcric~ts 
miGht • . OVor 600 Bhips trom the miGhtioBt man-o-w~ to tho 
lowliest auxiliary cro.tt. It was our first vi~w of the . 
LSD, LSM~ CVE r~d ~ther roeo~t devolopments in nmphib10Us 
warfo.rc. Tho poople at homo had a croat share in this 
display of potenti.u pow~r; all of tho lc.vod ones we 
Iieht fer touched thoSI3 vessols in sorno way. All G~vo 
swoct, blood and sO-crifico tn mnke this preponderanco at 
strength possible. 

Wo pUed our way cautiously down throueh the lnne ot 
Mchorecl ships soeking nn anchora.eo. It seemed a never 
endine oislo of ships. SQmo bristling with guns soemed 
crim and f orblf5.ct1ng i othors wo.11owing in t he swells aoomoo 
almost innocuous. Their protectl on~ smnll calibor 
weapons o.ppi.!~Nd l1kQ cap pistols oontro.stcd wi th the 
hu!;o 16" rifles of th3 ships of our ti eht inE; Navy. Yet. 
all ~oro had a purposo, a Cl~o.ntic resolvo, Q dcsl~ned, 
destl.ny, a plnnned. will. \o/ithin this brothtlrhood of 
united Pllr?030 we 1rorpod Gnch?r. 
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Only new could it bu t~lj that our ordars had boon 
chll.l1(;oc!: ThlJ mon whQ ?l~. f :''\)l!1aw 0. <ladnc opurnt1cn, 
ono in which months, oven :/w.:.rs, could bo knockod off the 
Pacific war should it bo succossful. Those mon, Adm1raJ. 
Ho.lsey, th~ Jap klll(Jr; ;ldmiral N1Jn1.tz, the cool stratoE;istj 
and Gonerol Macarthur, thu grim tccticio.n, aareod to bypo.ss 
Yap and hit tho Phllip?inos n doath blow in the eoft, un
protocteJ. bolly below Luz')n, to strike in San Pedro &y at 
liGhtly dofende<l Loyto Island. 

If tho No.vy could hold ~ft tho Japancse Fleet, success 
would be nssur(;d. It would 'be cnrrier based plancti o.Gilinst 
tho lD.nd based Jni.~ fiGhtors f .ram all tho hundreds of o.ir 
Gtrips built by tho Jape in tho Philippines, plus a slug
~iTlG match of the bit: uuns. 

Tho Jrt ~ neat under Helsoy set out to divert the 
Northorn J np Flo~t whilu tho 7th Fleet undur KincaiJ pro
Cll(jd.O~~ t.:· a Goura the c '-.nvcys of troops MU supplies nnl 
nlsli to !hrnish Naval supportin~ Cunfiro tv clear tho 
bonchos for l~din~. To p.dd to tho 7th Flo\Jt bur:'un there 
\loro two rout.:l3 by which thu Honi1c-Sinco.;>oro bas\,)ll Jap 
Flout C<.lul~ attack our convoys, ei thl)r . o.bovc Samar throu~h 
So.n Dcrn::n!ino Strl!.i t or SiJU t.h cf Luyte throUCh tht.: Surin~ilo 
Streit. This mocnt tho splittinG up of tho 7th Fleut, w~ak
cnme; it. : . .m1 80 history has Gloriously rocordi.lu tho run
ninG 2nd battlo of the Philip~inc Soa es our ahi? P191!od 
nl C'nr; Bcercvly 100 milvs boyond tho Qctim. It WOoS 0. 

smashinc Jof....~t ~,)r tho J.:.p.::.n0so lmporial Navy. It lost 
at l~~st Lo por c~nt 0f itJ fishtinc stren~th anu sendinG 
the bclo.nco scurryinG f;.,r C::. -lor or ropair. }fD.cArthur hoo 
firmly ontrcnchlJ~! his f0rcus ~n Loyto. 
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Dupun<.!in~ on carrior b ·:>rn(} aircraft for protection, 
our cr)nv'JY 8lil';':1'': into S:m POUro Bny D+C, Octobor 26, 1944. 
This tim(J WI3 \-TOra not on'y bohind tho Japo.nosolincs' but we 
Hero stlrrl)unc!(K~ b~! ~n()t.1y ~ . ~n·.1 he.sec! :lircro.ft Mel our own 
Rnu:lr ,unito Her;;: not ~v"-il :-1>10 for every blind. spot in '~Jur 
[,00 squ.tru r.tilo be':-.ch:1Qad. Tho soo;)O :\rid sizo of this m',,'vo 
"'1.:18 unpal'nllelcC! in the P,,-cific wm-. Thcusonds of crnft 
\oTvre scattoro<.\ ovor tho l)~:P::ln80 of Scm Plldro Iby freI!! 
Ditw!;:lt 1510.n1 to .)nn Juo.nica Strait. Uimy of th..: ships 
Hero hO~V'J 10.c1oncd 'With cargo stendin::; ~y nervously weiting 
to 'be unb.'luud. \10 faIt the ii~)ort:mco of our job - turn 
thr:>so ships Maunu wi th ~1 p~slJible flpi.lc..l. 

,.
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Th.l J~r>s he.d rucc·)vor: :rom thoir initial sur~rlso mld 
Sl-larr:1.:.;d ink) the air in :'. u~~ . ~ fury, :ttto.ckin:; tho diseho.re
in.:.: ships J:ty ~cl n:icht. ~i'~r us tho climax nboar<.l tho 
Zo.urclc CO,mlJ tho thy ':'.nd nicht of Hov,",rnbvr 2 :incl .3 wh on Inruty 
f·jnTl:l.tions ~\r J P.p rI~h.. s C~.ml.l 5l-1:)Or:in:;. in bllnt on wipinG out 
tho crJnv.:ys. Tho n1:).t of thu )rJ. we ho.c. our first initin
tion into tho t~ctic3 .: f tliu J::p~neso K~o.Du .~tt:l.ek C:)rps 
(Divino TOI1)Ost) · - t ::u ,:Uct 8Wurn to uive his pI::n" intv 
tho to.rr.;ll t - a h\U.l~ J .ml> with tm:. tvns of hi~h uXi.~l.)s i vo 
o.cl,-lcd in thoJ n·:s..: vf tho plo.no nou tho pilot a. ruH:Lus 
fllno.tic ,:;:t a~: t .: '.: :;.0 f lJr him ~mpEJrQr. Down out of thu ~l:1ek 
niGht, tho Son ,··f Hc<!vcm hurtled, tho USS Zaura.k his chosen 
to.rGct - thv ack-ack spittinG one! bolchine hot luo.J - tho 
l.::rBct )11 :m~l 5" Buns or0.9h1n:; throuGh tho thunder of the 
smnlIor Guns. The sky ).ur1~:' .'!nd filled wi th stro::lking 
trncors th~t £\lwnys secHl·..hl t ·~ fl,,~t nnd hnne in tho topmost 
po.rts ~,t tho ni;';ht IS crim curt::rln. Th.rGu~h this ro.in of 
li;.;htl.! l: stool t he Nip h<')l(\ t~1 his courSQ. Tho ship wa.s 
J,v)m~cl. S\l(llh~lll.y,::!.B it tl\'=l plan had sworved £l':llinst Q 

stf)na wo':U, tho ta.il soctbn foll off. ThI3 pil · t lost Can
trl.'l of the fIruninC masS" o,s 1 t ~() ,,:'m~;.l ovor our 5 '-"ip nt rn:lst 
h:Jn(j hoi~ht, crns hinu into tho furepuok of the s.~'1ip berthed 
500' ofr our Bt~rn. God oG~in sparou the 6th Spocial and 
th..; r~ o.rc none CI!\"n:; us thd do not st:m<.l bef .:: ro. Him with 
humblo hut'-rts. Our beat crews on thu unlt)t'.Jint~ onr,:os' wero 
quick t~ G(' to thu ~id of tho stricken ship. By Lro.vinc tho 
fU0l fired 'W c..t'..:!"s ~;~ :~ eontinu~J. ~losh.ns, many I.I-.:n ,.,ho 
W13r0 bl'.1,m ':lverboox.l by t: ~ ,: -Ii oloneo of th u crnsh woro 
snvc:1. 
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Hc.lf of thlJ wli t ~lCl5 already ash,>},\) nnd thu incrc.:J.sint1 
air cctivity ,lus tho thrunt :;,f n typhoon mace it ouvis:>.blo 
to sond thlJ rest of the b~ttnl1on ashore into an un~1.t"op:lNd 
c~p on 30 minutes notico N')'·~l1l00r 10. Tho ty?ho~n wruld 
not H~it. It struck the mtll1 corninG o.shoro with mountinG 
.fury. nD.:i.n cmno, driven uy th~ sto.:J.Uily risinc winls. 
Tonts weru stclwu .:lnu restnkou while thiJ Winu roachetl out 
with Lusty offurt to pull thu stokes from the liquid Ground. 
Hen 5to ,j\.lho1::1n~ their woiGht o.Goinst th~ sidos "f tho 
im~)r(ovisoll Gn1loy. Thu hilltol' tents waro boinC whippot! os 
if by c10mJns ard still thu l~ind bl~w hm-c1ur. ·· Tho centor of 
the stom p~setl nb.lut l:1..m. but thu wine! anu roin continued 
in fitful custs until dD.\offi. The li:;ht of uny rcvoo.1oc.!. wido
spread h~v,:c nn:! <lostruction. 

So beginS tho s ~~a ()£ th e Ph11ip:..1no rainy Stl:'.lS'n as 
we lived it :m tho 1alon:1 of SD.mD.r. It dissolved nur of
fcrts t .) build a camp in IT1\1d c:lpnblo of almvst h~ cruolty. 
Our (Inly real1 fl')nted nWD.~r• .. N~ vehicle c('Iu1d m,;ve and wlk
in:; was D. C(lnst.::mt r'eril of au.lllen folls fr"'m the slippory 
oozo ruH! h j?oloss hip cleeli bags woon c.mu I B own efrc:rt to 
fre", ones'.)1f ",as futile. Th0 spirit of the unit ho.s novor 
bCl.!n So soru1y trieu M in these m"nths ·;f N,;vtHTber, Docom
bcr~l J :muc-.ry. Ovor laO" of r:lin full, which w,uLl dD.ml'..tn 
thu spirit ~f thl;) Gods themselves. But in spito f it ~ll 
\~e c~rrioJ en ~ur .1SsiCnIJd unlo:1dinc; tasks l-la.jin .~ throUGh 
th0 mu.: to nnd from tho <.leek t" ~ot t: .~· th", lCH's thct tv.:.k 
us to thu ships 10 cnd 20 l:lilcs ~~·wn the b.:ly. Th~ stovo
dorus Ui:h...:1J. tltlJ vnuntuj r-.;?ut:1tion !.~ tho 6th 3~ ~ ..:ciD.1 C.B. 
clcspi te tho unc;Jasing'r :'.in :.n:l tho rolontl0ss1y c"ntinulJd 
day and nicht J~:'):lr10 S0 ~ir att~cks tllr 'Hlt;hout N,)V0~:~,ur :md 
DocorluoJr. 

Hie: FebruD.r"J founu the weather clcorinc Qn~l tho pro
jects 1n C~~ beginning tc to.ke sh.:lpo. Dulldozers, cr:1nos, 
:1Ill! cr~dors '·WN about tv work :Jot l.:st. ltatorio.l. was 
oV:lilablo in qUrultity ~nd out ~ clos£)~ir, I.!isillusivn nnJ 
Jist"Ust, GuiC:u<.l by that undyinl'; "C.1Il Do" spirit, 0ur most 
efficioncy nne pra.ctic~l comp bccD.me a reality. 
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SI') let us drop thl3 hr)()k . into tho hateh of mel1\~ry and 
lift out for rotrospectivo exominntion the mixed c~:.;r:.: or 
~lo.dnuss and 'WOld founrl on tho islMd of Samar. Wr,'k 
throUGh thLl fOCUSSOL~ lons of Timo nnd see - the poverty 
of tho W~ Btrick~n Filipinos whon WI) first hit tho b.:JD.ch 
clothos in r:l.:,::s or just n,:> olothes llt 1111 - the triunJ.l.y 
c.:lll "Uo. 1Juh~l Con rhll1~);linc.sJ" tho children with tho V r"r 
Victory fin.:;t:lrs nn<1 uright .mUos - tho amazinG l:l.clc or 
s.:mlt=u-y f ':-,eilitios onl; t:lC unconcomcd attitude t _,ward any 
snnlto.ticn ? rclj:.lctS. l1osq'litCles, lioc.;, mitos and th>3 smoll 
of unfrD.::.:rcnt c :·,c·)L!tlut oil - cur typhus, clysontl.lry, :md 
schistcm~isiC'.is scarus - our .soc: n:: Christmas in tho Po.citlc J 

Sant.:l nl.lcsdt;d M ~m;Jhi'ubus joe:) - nt) moil for Sf,) 10n;:: wo 
[ult thu b, ttum (,f Hvll w.:.s in S~. Trcgio erf~rts at 
ontur~inmcntJ thu no.tiv0 b~n.j, thu demuro sincor. Thl3 
hoarts 'Won by the Jo~.bui;)s J the tuo.rs shod a t ~~ ur l.;:~vins 
th;) native c!~cos at S.:lD .Lnt;;nu, Dnsoy, Carnbil.ln - tuba, rico 
win\..!, ,- ,r othor l>Jli/\~ r.rul urinks. Tho 76 in linl.l on thlol hill, 
cr~zy c.lrU~1Tl3, it s cJ ..:ms now. Hovius loss ~£ton than Jxpoctou, 
fi~ticncll J Nankivil'::J wot hill, Oiem:J with his "6th ~?Oci"'l 
all foulad up". Cloudburst ane! tho floatinG post'.)i'ficc .. 
rnis,;ry nnll (lisc.pp.obtmunt end on end until it SO~j:\e ~ unon
clur:lbl o :m{>t har l~ :lY. Tho s',m fj,nally winning the battlo 
ovor tho muJ, wu m..:ved into tt.J tl,,)I)rud t en t s .. n beehive 
stirrinc with fixing this nod that f or poracnoJ. c'1m!'or :" 
tho sky t!1~ lim!t. Tho new IIlCS S hall a beauty nrrl meat 
nr;nin on the menu . Rccruo.tion t(\ok II spurt .. usa sh"ws and 
JS au movi o SJ th:lnks to (jur thoUGhtful s tevedoros • Su~)or 
G.:lnGsJ h~:lvy lifts, end h~urB o f pleasant rolaxation at 
Flvot Roc - '.~r shootinc the brooza with tho to-vorl te gook... 
ass 
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Huntl.s ?ill3(~ on mer. '~hs and. we knew 'We woulll bo huodinG 
h)lno any dey. The sus;'Gnse $'ew ec.ch day. At last -"6 b0~ru
etl the Genural Hersey, c hUj\; troop transport wi th ort~rs 
for Ponrl H~rbvr., What n movo that was 1 No aqu1~lmoot, nQ 
i-:ack, nr) rifle - hl3D.von nowr loins like that. Su on Hey 18, 
1945 - 26 m(.'nths and 22 days from tho front of this bouk to 
thu enJin~ ~atesJ wo stenmGu for Poarl Harb~ ~n the island 
0f O.:iliu \on. th homu .almost 1n sieht. Tho oxcitemont .Df hond
in~ h')mo loins miss in:; because to mintain Naval custom and 
trrul.1ti rm wo wore t') tranship or whot ho.ve YI)U in Puarl 
Hnrbc·l". Fate, nr;n:1.n, was piay!nr.; the fickle mistross ~r 
Destiny. 

Often thr',::uchout this tble tho uncertnlnty of the end 
pervades thl.l thom~ but nono of the story bo·:>k cndinc cnmc 
truo •. Poarl Hnrbcr, Giant Nav:::.l basa, perhllps does odd 0 

cynian!. tt-,ist to too travols of thu 6th. Tho wm- beenn 
h8ru - thu "CQUSO co1Qbro," the stab in the back - "eo 
Borry, ()lol'.sa," - tho VQry ~cts which throw us into this 
whirlpool of n~t1ons gone Jntl.c\ with lust for power. Yos, 
f~rcos fer U~YOi1d. c.ur mntnl frontiors jcinod us togGthl3r 
a unit,~urpo3erut end a})l e. Yot, horo, in thu crndle of 
tho '-tor ",e found.. disselutbn, an i nelorious end f or :nan who 
had Biv;;.n all of t he !;lost Hi thin thlJm f or ovor :JJ months 
t o build a cohesive, \larking, thi nking battalion. They.6th 
Special died a death such as found in Haidenek or the other 
horror filled chambers of Japan and Germany. \Ie wore tom 
into 468 tiny pieces of hV¥I\anlty, e~ch a part of the whole 
that is no more .. each ca::t to the four lodnds of future 
Destiny. tile came! to thll 6th ':;pecial as an individual - we 
are returned to our cowltr~' as soparate parts of the being 
tried in thC3 furnaces of war and never dcund wanting. 
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On succeeding days from June 2 on we turned drafts of 
men over to the receiving ship to go their separate "jays. 
June 9 - 24 months to t;1C day found the battalion a hollow 
shell of menorhe - ai.1. ~.'\lr men were transferred, only the 
offlcars rclaaincd to wind up the details and Bign t!-}(;! 
death certificate. \-lith a regret impossible to eXpl'\,;ss, 
the saga of the Sj.xth is finishod. 

"Tho 110ving Fil".g~r· writos i and, having 
wri t, 

:!ovos on: nor an YO'Jr Piety nor \'/it 
8hall lur.::l it back to cancel half a line, 

Nor all your Toc.rs wach out a. \lord of it. II 
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for V.ll Vella. 


1ved Bo inv111. 

:a 1D. and a.rriT Bo,\¥&1nv111.19 Dec 43 

108 en .lI1gn d to lot.illa 1'1v•• 

ombi d ed. to C b 12, 

29 Oct 	 2nd Section arrived L yt....8AJiilAT' ar • Went aBhor. on .il8IIll&r 

I • 8 If, T 44. 

1 4 Lo 

29 Jun. 45 • T. H. 

10 July 45 

...Q!...a Th1. 1t1 rAr7 b d n r rd. vail bl in the O. B. Operation. 
d P r.onnel Section the »ur u ~l P reonnel. 

160ctob r 19 

26 

20 Oct 1_ 

• 



l S(,3 

April 30 

11:\" :3 
" 

~,ra.y 4 
~y 7 

IF,ay 8 

t:ay 10 

t,ay 13 

May 16 
. 'iuy 16-22 
Juno :3 
JUne 12 
JUne 16 
JU 0 17 
June 25 

JU l y 2 
Jul y 7 
July 13 
July 2il 
AUE' 4 
AU • 1'1 

1 

JUST 

Le f t port Hueneme at 1530 aboard 
aboa r d S.S. r ~ormo.cport, alon , with 
63rd C. 11. I S and cubs . 

Rec ei ved sun helmets and firs t a i d 
kits . 

supposedl y , si~hted submarine. 
Ini tiation. for crossing Equator. 

1480 LO gitudc. 
Redeived shot f or colera. 
Al l life raf ts checked. 
Abandon ship dr i l l. pa sed f irs t 

sh i p today. 
"\'! ga i n n day so it become s 11th. 

crossed Intornational de,t o 1 i e . 
Sighted land, planos came out to check 
i dontity of s hi p. aBO • 

Anothe r 5 ot today. s t i Jl aboa.rd ship • 
Five ships in and a l l be i ng worked. 
Battalion s tarted to move a shore. 
Received lanccrns for t ents. 
Shi pts stor ~ opened. 
s hower :; opened . 
pir t ractic e air-raid nnd g s 

attack dr ill. Another t etanu s shot 
tod '. 

Another te t anus shot 
I notho I ' tctunus shot 
F 'rst ma l . rr i vo , packngc ~ etc . 
50t 1 C" .'... moved . 
All - i',e t t'to dl'illine;. 
C • C uc n softbrll lea: ue . 



Aug. 19 

Aug. 25 


sept. 4 

sept. 9 

sept. 15 

oct. 0 
oct . 8 
Nov. 2 
Hov . 7 

nov . 11 
Nov. 14 

Dec. 6 

Dec. 11 

De~ • 12 
DeC. 11 
Dec. 17 

Dec. 25 
Dec. 2? 

Dec. ",8 

Dec. 29 
DCc . 30 

started on hikes. 
Ba d acc i dent, Chief "Bl ackie hurt 

se r ious ly, Harri s cut badly. 
Lt. p i ckell s injured while a t air 

s trip. pebble hi t h i s eye. possibi l ity 
of l os i ng i t. 

News of I taly's surr ender (onth ird 
of month) . 

Mormacport i n ugai n with 900 Army 
tro ops from Fort Bl i ss. 

Fever and runs s t arted in can p. 
First b l ackout. 
Received t etanus sho t . 
Floet of fi ve battle wagons in. 

n shi ngton, Alabama I south Drueoto. . 
tiu s ~chu0ttes, l1"lcl i fUla . (Bob. Fe lle r 
aboa.rd one ) 

Fl eet l ef t t oday 1000. 
Fi f le pr ac t ' co at casu 9 r unge . 

c ubs moving ute 
First not i ce to Pack up, l ater they 

to ld us they moant sack-up. 
Hurr ico.ne hended our way. ta.:s hed every-

thine; down. 
GOt tail-end of hurri c ~ne. 

Libertie s seoured. 
Loc-ded out Icmorica l Div . ( l ~ )( 245,) 

( 72 1 )( 247) • 
Chr i s 'tmo.6, hl!d turkey dinner. 
S.S. Jos. priGstly l eft with most of 

our equipment c.nd oS pplics. 
s tnrted on uttc rine d i et . 
Bourdcd U.S.S . ' r on. 
Hois te anchor a.t 1100 . ud l eft vundo. 

po int , Fi j i I s l and f or estinu.tion unlmown. 

Is~lei - ' 5 the Fijians 8 y. 
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A NEW YEAR BEGINS- 1944 

New Year's Eve. Spent aboard U. S. S .Tryon 
and below deck. 

Jan.l Arrived Espir ito Santo- OSOO , 
Left E.S.-1630. 

Jan.) .:l,rrived Guadalcanal - 0500,\ient a
shore shortl y,barracked at 27th C.B. 
Camp.

Jan.ll Comdr. Dunbar gave tal k at Tenaru 
theater. Told battal i on we were go
ing on to Bouga inv i l le . 

Jan. 17 Rece i ved ~o. today. 
Jan.18 Boarded LCI's & L9T's at Kukum 

Beach-0700. 
Jan.20 Arrived Bo ugainville-070 , during 

a i r alert. 
Jan.2) We got our first bombing-05)O.
Jan .26 Three air raids,2l )0,2)00 ,2400 . 
Jan.27 Only one a i r raid-0430. 
J an.28 Three air raids,2l00 ,21) O,0400 . 
Jan.29 0400 raid almost go t ship i n bay . 
J an.)O Barrage in A.I'.:., another a t 2300. 
Feb.l Bi g battle up beach , 16 killed,l 

officer. Navy sank l ot of J ap barges 
loaded wit h tropps. 

Feb.4 Air raid & bombing 2130. u.s. boys 
throw up plenty of a ck-a ck . 

Feb.6 Two alerts & raid- 0020.Bom ed. 
Japs r eall got shells poured to t hem. 

,E'eb.7 Alert. 
Feb.S Earthquake-0610 . Shellea J aps at 

0:330 to 0800. 
Feb.lO Ra1d-0200 J also at 0415 & 2200. 
Feb.ll Raid-0215.also at 0400,1 plane 

knocked down out over water. 
Feb.l) Ann1v. of TO jo ' s son 's death. 
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Feb .l) Raid-OOOO, and 6230,few army 

boys killed. Shrapnel f e l l in 

camp. Raids agai n- 0600,06)o . 


Feb.IS U.S.For ces inv ade Gr een IslaIid 
Feb.19 Marine's hav e controllof Green 

Island. 
Feb.21 St or m, with al l the tr i mmi ngs . 
Feb.25 Sixth Spec mov i es begin. 
Feb .27 Big barrage up in hill s . ~art& 

quake again. 
Mar.2 Ist.Anniv. of Sixth Special. 

Cake made and se r ved in chow hal l. 
Mar.S News of Japs to s t art driv e~ 
Mar.7 Alert-0500, our planes bomb 

.Taps all day. 
Mar.8 Japs started push.shel led air 

strip,Marine Dr i ve. 7Sth. C.B.Camp 
and Torokina St r ip. 

Mar.ll Shelled .raps all night· 
llar.l) Two rai~s, 0040 and 0400. 
Mar.15 Earthquake-0545, l asted about 

5 .minutes. 
Mar.18 Alert-O)OO,Shell landed near 

ca.mp-06aO. Ammo. ump hit . 
Mar.19 Shells l anded near camp again . 
Mar.20 ,,;rmy l a undry outfit ocune in , 

Wel comed by ve y hard rain stor.m 
and lat er an alert - 2J)0. 

Mar.22 Art iller y f i re all night long. 
Mar.23 Same thing. 
Mar.24 Same t hing. 
Mar.24 CO.A l eft for Treasury Island. 

Barrage & how- 2000 to 20)0. 
71st.C.B.s pulle~ out. 



Mar;25 Barrage agaln-2000-2030 

Mar.27 Hard electri c storm. 

Apr. l O Jape shelled us again.

Apr.ll Japs shelled bea ch , t his time . 

Apr .12 Japs shel led us again and hi t fue l 


dump .-2300 . 

Apr,16 First elec t r i c l ights in camp. 

Apr.19 Bat t l e on othe r side of Torok ina 


River, 

tpr.22 First i nspection & muster • 

•wr.26 Ship's Serv i ce opened,Small store s 

followed in fe~ days, 

.wr.3 0 _uert last night, no pl anes . 


~ay. 5 Two CmID.outfits came i n.582 & .566 
May 8 Stage show (22 Spe c .Ser.Com.)
May 10 Dav i s (in p i l ot boat )resc ued two 

f l yers & saved plane by towing it t o 
beach from about 8 mi l es put. 

.:ay 11 Another shot,(in arm ) 
May 14 Stage show. ( Eddie Peabody ) 

Othe end of Isl and bombed by US. 
planes.

May 19 Japanese hosp i tal found evacuated 
by our troo s , about 250 J aps found deBd 

May 25 75th.C.Bs. l eft t oday.
J une 3 ~no amall boats am shed on beach , 

very rough seas. 
June 6 Pi por Cub cr ashed into ea , f ront of 

Port Control.Pilot saved. 
June 9-10 Very rough seas,no st evedor i ng. 
June20 .UIlericans put on t errific barrage 

up in hills this A.I • • 
JunelO Had electr i c storm,tree spl it in 

camp.Others near by hit. 
June26 Earthquake-0430,shook everything

but good. 

http:75th.C.Bs
http:Spec.Ser.Com
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JuJ.y 7 Al er t 2205. no planes sighted . 

J uly 8 Aler t-0500.no planes s i ghted. 

July 11 Fiji Rev i ew at bomber strip, 


by 1st.Fi ji In~ . Reg. 
July 15 36th.C.B.s moving out (home ) 
July 22 l31st Jrmy Band r aine d ou, 
July 25 1st.Fiji I nf. moving out (home ) 
July 30 Unusually hard rain s torm,roads 

~ashed out,trees upr ooted , e t c. 
July 31 USO. Shew,Bud Casanova,et c . 
Aug.1-4 Bob Hope show on Isl and . 
Aug. 3 N.Z.A.F. Band(60 pieces ) and 1 8 

piece swing band. Best show to 
date. 

Aug. 4 Earthquake-0040,again at 1022. 
Aug. 6 Bl asted sand reefs at beach. 
AUg~ 7 ~uake-2;45.Good shake. 
Aug. 9 Q,uake again,early i n do.M• 
..iug.11 Q.uake...0725 sli ght ...~ain-2255. 
~ug.12 quake again. Time ? 
dug. 14 Lot of things s t olen on ship. 
~ug.16,l7,18. Jack Benny show on Island. 
,tug. 21 LCT.hit duck. CQ.~.1. gang in duck• 
•l.ug.23 Colera shot. 
4ug.24 . Launched 6th.Spec.~Qat.~B2,or 

Helen2, at 1330. 
101 replacements join us. 

,1..ug.27 Launched picket boat . 
Aug.27-26 Gettin l ot of new e quiptment 

,rolling s tock, cat ,et c . 
A,ug.29 More s upplies come in. 
sept. ; l1ate in Co.k. killed by land 

mine, bur i ed 1330. 

http:Alert-0500.no


Sept.. 6 

Sept.7 

Sept.9

Sept.IO 

sept.15 


Sept.IS

Sept.16 


. Sept.16 

Sept.19

Sept.20 


Sept.2l 

Sept.23 


Sept .24 
Sept.25 
Sept.26 
Sept.27 
Sept .29 

oct. 1. 

oot. 3 
oct. 1+ 

Oct. 6 

Oct. 7 

Oot.10 

? 

Began to work new beach,No.4. 
t wo ~uakes-113 5 and 1200. 

Earthquake-02)0 
.'Ulot her hard el ectri c storm. 
Colera shot{ full ) 
2 planes cracked up a t torok ina 

strip. :2 kill ed. 1 plane bur ned 
al so 1 pi l ot . 

Sixth Special Secured. 
Rifle inspect ion • 
USO.Show.(Peggy Alexander) 
Another shot. Tetanus. 
Muster & later changed money J. llt o 

i nvasion money(Hawaii ) 
stage show ( 37th . . Army Band) 
I nspection in greens. Commenda

tion from Comdr.Ki ncaid. 
St arted to l oad out trucks . 
~uake-0850, quite a r oller. 
A & B COS. l eft today. (Zaur ek )
Japs making trouble in hi~ls. 
Cape Cleare in. Last mov i e on 

Bougainville. 
Lt . Newoomer take command ot 

a/ n Detachment. Went aboard ship 
at-ll)O.Rain all A.M .. 

Arr ived at Emirau-0900. 
Finni shed 10 ding-0945,gangs 

still working other s hips.
Left Emirau-0700, 7 ship con

voy. Lost 1 hr.-lOOO,and 1 hr. 
at-1400. 

Crossed equator this ~.M ••Alert 
at 1600. 

4rrlved at Ulit hi Islands-lODD, 
dropped anchor at ~OJO. 

http:Comdr.Ki


s 
Oct; 12 Started t o unload. 
Oct.13 Fri day- No Japs l no '.'Iomen, no water, 


no beer,no ·clubs ,no light s,in fact 

no nothing, 


Oct.24 last of S~~h Special t o go a s hore. 
Oct ~26 1st mail for us on i sland( Asor ) 
Nov.4 Moved into new lilt (p. C. ) at beach, 

Erected by 6th.Spec . 
Nov. 5 Warning of T,yphoon-- All gangs se

cl~ed,ships and small boats also. 
Nov. 5 Port Control Office opened. Small craf t 

still ecured. 
Nov. 6 Storm still on. Ter rifi c 'l'rl :r1d & rain. 

~eas very h~avy . 

Nov .7 S~orm cont i nuing; 
Nov.S storm about over,gangs resumed Vlork 

aboa rd s hip at noon,Sea r ough, 
Nov.IO Adm. felsey came as hor e a t 1600. Gov , 

Stassen ashore a t 1500. 
Nov.U ~ixt.h Speci al washes jeeps for ~ 

service f or nurses, t o see i sland and 
later on part y. 

Nov.l3 Admr.Hal~ came a s hore again . . 
Practice,repelling en~ invaGi on. 

Nov . 16 ~ixth Special Ike firs t movie on 
Ulit hi I .(Asor) Picture las "Barbary 
Coast" with \ "allac& Beery. 

Nov. 20 Tank r ( U~;j.Missi uana ) hit and ..unk 
in ha bor-0550. 175 survivorc out or 
crew of 280.One sub sunk by d ot ay<::r, 
l by t orpedo bomber. 

Nov. 22 New: of other half a t Leyte,P.I. 
Nov. 23 Thanksgiving Day-Turkey dinner,etc. 

an tl 0 free beers. 
Nov. 26 Eddie Peabody & Co. here ,Navy Base , 
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Nov~2S Admr.Halsey ashore again-1500. 
Nov.29 Big pai'ty- J aep run off pier and cou

ple hurt. 
Nov.30 Thanksgiving(agai n ) Turkey,etc . and 

free oeers·agai n. 
Dec.l 6th.Spec. begins 20th month oversea I 

on Asor Atoll( Ulithi I .) 
Dec.2 Had terrific .rl.nd,rain & electric stornt 

6th.Spec. begins construction work, erect.
i ng Quoset Ifuts. 40xlOO & 2Ox56. 

Dec.4 laundry opened t oday( (A lot of beer 
otolan- who?» 

De.c.5 Quite a f ew Aclm.:rs. came ashore. 
Dec.6 Plane cracked up on Falal op,se smoke 

f r om our i sland. 
Dec.lO Turkey dinner again, f r ee beer(2) 
Dec.ll Reef~r hip i n with fre",h f oods. 
Dec~12) Very hard rain all nit e & n.M. 
Dec.13) . 
Dec.14 Corndr.Dunbar visits us,al so Lt.Coon 

and Chief Bickers. 
Dec.15 lst payday i n months (3 ), Bqy~ gambli ng 

quit e heavy. 
Dec.16 Navyt s neVi chow hall opened. A honey, 

regular state cidc. (40x200) '. 
Dee.17 New Chapel,built by 5..LJt C.Bs., he l d lst 

services, very nice plac~. 
Dec.19 1210- Lighter r eturning from ship ram

med by IeI. Ropatte" Taylor & Tort t hrO\'/D 

into choppy bay & rescued. Toft was said 
t o be speechless, or a time. 

Dec.~9 Admr.Young ashor At our how,withComdr 
Dunbar and Capt Webb. 
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De.24 USS.New Jersey hit bT A.A.ehell "hile 
anchored in bay. Shell landed art fan
~ail and put a 2' hole in deck. One man 
lost leg. Admrs.Nimitz & Hals~ aboard 
at t ime.-lOOO. Admrs . came ashore 16)0. 

Dec.25 CHRISTMAS-
Boys nad theirselves a time last night 

and how. IDt of fights &. arguments. 19 
mates on report f or pilferring turkey. 
Had turkey dinner, The cooks did very 
well for a change. 

Dec.27 Bob Crosby and band came ashore -1700. 
Put on show at Navy Base Area. Goad. 

Dec.29 Had ~hoon warning during movie1WiDd 
blew'like the devil, most all nite.Rain 
a l s o. 

Dec.JO 6th. Spec . ~ngs started t o -'.'lark beach 
- at Falalop.(~ Amel.-i Ident.) . 

Dec.3l New Year'.s Eve. Drunks started again. 
Mor e trouble in camp all nite long. 

Another New Year starts- 1945 

Jan.l Lt.Newcomer-flow to Gu~ Scut t lebutt 
also flying, thick as pea soup. Every
boqy grouc~ from New Year beer parties. 

Jan.2 Beer stopped being ~old on i slAnd. Tbo 
much stolen? and t oo many drunks. 

Jan.2 US.Forces invade Fais Ialand. ( just G~ 
of Ulithi) J American s ldlled,6 woUJJdo4l' 
against 11 Japs killed &. 6 captured. 

Jan.3 Brougl t in 6 Jap prisoners & one dead 
American. Japs all dressed di f f erentl,y, 
t hey claim to be civilians .(Tsk~Tsk) 

Jan. 6 Jap prisoners taken to Guam. 



u 
Jan.9 Air alor t today~supposed t o be 2 Ja~ pla~ 

over bay. 
Jan.IO An old friend of t he Sixth turns up. Ens. 

Bell of Fiji days "now a Lt. & Navigator a
board ship. . 

Jan.12 Jap sub in harbor, torpedoed an Ammo.ship · 
and hit No.1 lil.tch,which l ucld13" was ~. 
(0800) Sbip was AE-9 ,3.S .Mazama. At-1300 an 
LCI((,600) was sunk by same sub. 

Jan~13 Said t o have got one sub yesterday. 
Jan.14 Scuttlebutt has us staying here until 

shipped to U.S .A. ( l/Ii: hope ) 
Jan.l5 Brought in lot · of capt ured Jap equipt

ment from Fais I s ~ 
WVTY- Amer.Exp.Force-Radio station on 

air "offic:i.ally. Can be heard within 100 
mile range. . 

Jan~17 Turned i n gaD masks 0 today. 
Jao~Z1 Chief Lee on report.??? 
Jan.22 Chief Boudreaux to be given Xi .D. or 'D.P•• 

0' Because of his talking· act. 
Jan~23 Practice gas attack. 
Jan.23 Our planes followed ..Tap SUb to Iithin 7 

miles of Yap where D.E. ,as called in to s ink 
it. Understand it was bloi'!Il clear out of water. 

Jan.24 A mess of ships in harbor.Something big com
ing up.? 

Ja .26 A lot of Admrs. & Sec'Y of \ 'ar supposed to 
be on island. 

Chi 1· I.e and Chief Boudreaux both get M.D. 
Jan.27 6th.Spec!s ne\'{ Rec. &ll opencd,souvenirs 

given out. V{ar Correspondent for Life .Mag. a
shor .Bob Geiger 0 Ass.Press aJ. 0 ashore. 

Jan.	29 Har Correspondent, John Dos Passos,of Life 
, .Mag. as I lore again. 



February Shorts 

Feb. 1 	 J ohnson of New York Sun,guest of 6th.Spec . 
Feb.2 	 Commodore O.O.Kessing gave a short talk,in 

which he recognized the 6th. Spec. for the 
many accomplishments on this Island,due to 
their work. Also t hat the 6th.was to go 
back to the States,as soon as its mission 
here was completed. 

Feb.) 6th. Spec. begins erecti on of 10 huts(2Ox56) 
Feb.4 Ernie Pyl e guest of Lt.Newcomer of 6th.Spec. 

to write Syndicate Column about Seabees,& 6t h. 
Feb.5 News of U. s.Troops i n Manila J P • I • " 
Feb.6 Homan Corr espondent for ladies Home Journal 

on Island. Lt .Cooney came in from .1 •• 
Feb.IO Convoy goi ng out(Fle t). Something BIG? 
Feb.12 Pay Day again. 
Feb.l5 Party f or nurses. (From hospi tal ships ) 
Feb.l? Convoy of l oth"raisi ng HELL around Bonin Is. 

and Japan. 
Feb.18 6th. Spec. plays soft ball again. Beat Navy 

Independents J 6-o. 
Feb.19 New Rating out. 2 of 17th.Spec.arrive • 
Feb.24 17t h. Spec. begins to work Cape Faro. 
F'eb.21~ Eleven men (off USS.Nestor)lost wh n ~otor 

: llaleboat turns over in bay
Feb.25 bth.Spec. wins third softball garne,in a row. 
Feb.26 Marine band(1.3.30) and Spec.Serv.Anny Show(1930) 

at Navy Base Area. (A~ show was good) 
Feb.27 Beer sold in Stockade. 30 bott.les. Reason? 
Feb.28 A t~ee falls on Ulithi :: :: : Only on a tent 

in Co. D.(No one "njured--Th&nk God) 
Feb.28 Storm warning, for small craft. 

Don't forget ;; THE SIXTH SPECIAL U. S.NAVAL 
CONSTRUCTION BATTALIO IILL BE TIrO(2)Yll\RS 
OLD, on Mar ch 2,1945. 

http:band(1.3.30


Mar.2 
}.{ar.4 

}!ar .5 
nar .6 

Mar.? 

tIar.8 
Har.IO 

lIar.IO 

Har.I I 

r 

Uar.12 

12 A 

March Short s (a busy month ) 

6th.s~ecial has a quiet 2nd birthd~ . 

USS.Colorado Band at Navy Base(19 00) 

Adms' Coombs 9. Carter guests of 6th, 

both gave talk a t movie area. ?? 

pay Day--(Gambling? Well?)

Corom.Tunney at 6th. I ntroduc ed by

Lt. Newcomer. Tal ked about Long Count. 

(Could he have me nnt the 6ths ,al s o ?) 
:F'r~d Apos tIc at lTavy :BOose, boxi ng ex
hi it i on. Correspondent Kerr, of LIFE 
Uagazin - ,glle t of 6th. 
6t h.Spec. Vvil1 S th stro.: ght b , 11 game . 
Cas u 51 mess hal l burned down, ( de
fe c t ive r c.nt;e ) 
Cox of Comdr ~ o boat hit~ t e leph one 
buoy in bay. 3 cnte r hospita1 .( An 
.A.elmira l & hL, Ch i ef of S ff )
3 Jap pI ncs ceus e fm~s 'of troubl e. 
1 knocked down ncar Yap. 1 crashes 
on f~nta i l of Carrier Ra ndolph, other 
cras h 6 on s orlen . 19 killed on Car
rier, 2 died l~ te r. 1 kill d on sorlen 
2 s er iouSly hurt,8 others treate d for 
injuries, other s treated f or sho ck . 
i Llert 2000- 2015. 

Boy-=- of th.he l p d ig graves . 21 bur i ed 

in Ulit hi Ccmc t ery ~ 3 Japs buried in 

onc box at othe r nd of IDlan l. 

11.1 rts 13~ 5-1330 &. 2140-2225 . 



l{ar .13 
llar.13 

Mar.1 4 
Mar.15 
Har.18 

[ar.19 

[ar .. 20 

Har.21 

11ar.22 

Ea r.23 
ltar24 

1!o.r.25 

j,Iar .26 
liar .28 
Jrar .29 

Ea.r.30 

Ue.r .31 

1!areh cont i nued 12 :s 

hlert 08l5-0825. (more burials today) 
Admr. Uorlono.n & ano ther Chaplain guests ,
of 6th •• Talk at mov i e area. 
_hlert 1905- 190'1' ~ Flee t on way out . 
Chapel Dedico.tod,18 30 . Admr.Worlanan. 
Al ert 1052-1119, ~1so small craft 
storm Vlarning. 
Comm Yost)Coast Guard) eucst of 6th. 
Jackie CooJier & Dennis Day come ushor • 

..·..lert 104'1'-1120 •• Corom.Dempsey at mov
i e area .. Shor t in t e resti!lS talk. 
Plane bombs Des t royer outside of Bay .. 
Dct2.ils vague . 
Chaplain L inde.Im~n ta.lks to 6th. 
J.Coopcr ~ D.Day at Nnvy Base, show. 
i ..lert 1945-201'1'. 6th.Spe c. wins two 
ball ga.mr~s .12th C ~ 13th i n r oVl. 
British Fleet moving out.(Ryukyu ?) 
Jo.p sub (vlha t \7aS left of it) ~rought 
ashore(~sor ) Had be en out on reef. 
Convoy moving out a ll daY(LSTs-LClo 
- Tro op Ships ) Going to Oki nawa ? 
1.1ert 1830-1836. 
Storm Ho.rn ing.Go.ngs secured 1800. 
\lind and rain storm s t arts 0300. 
Typhoon ldo.rn ing at 21 30. 
i~unition bD.rge breaks lose Glld 
rams Sub Cha ser,whith sank. 
Piper Cub t akes off, but goes in 
ocean. Pilot & passenger saved. 

http:1!o.r.25
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APRIL SH 'Il'S 12 G 

.... ~:t · ~ r Sunday,. l ...n cJ:'a"'!-.CJ i!, OC'.:-a ., r ort h of 

h 'or . Pi l o t:. lo:;t.. Convoy s c.,i' i.:..;:.. r. ~-2)-26- hit 

Oki lawa (.. JaPln . 


6LI " dt~rts !T,u.::;tl.r ...n dri i iu£; , onc <:,: aLain . Co lelr . 
J'i:e ,' cing l(;aves , C~pt. : iyatt tru<eo: s over . 

l.(Jr~lI..:.. bcr two year.:; =If,O ? IJefc Camp Peary . 
6ti '.w:' 15 18th "'tl'a ' I) t s oft bz.ll Gar. ~. 
'w~ter ~nd Insl ~c Li~ • 
Lt., GlD. _ le.2.;:..: ' 1.'01' P,,.;:lrl Barb')!' • 
ll.';O 51J v; . --·c<J ~ "r ' boa • 
nIL rt -C Ol (~ ..i. t i.o blue . • • · '~.r . .oever d t ,:'th. 
;Jcutt.l"uut:",', ! ': iL taLio 1. • ":??? 
L.:ar 0 r'r8oi u t (oo ....0'h:lt I S o\.!ath :,t~ ddy .1 

L./ .. ( ~l ' zc I ·; l k i' r C'l111 P,,J\:- r l :tar-bar •• ' 0 d .\.,!l ~J.;: :::: 
or j u:::;.; b",ilc l' l-Xl l" ::;? ':? 

Dody ['oun . in U.1.,Y • • [[,..!.ucl:.; l.ic'J> " rr~ I'~V(";? 

Hl(:rL 10)(1- :100. IJ " I l ....;.r.on . Flanu av·;!" " 
uLn . ';.ill:'; 2,~ml b~ll ·,wll\.: • 

(t.:l .' ;111!J "'I i ll,r ! :3.JTl,• • 1":0 J..::te3 ti LlVC! tn k , 
du lJl1l,.. ~ , . Jut, ':;(:-:tL,:: _ :?or •. . B.. --I"??J. 

k~, '1\, 1, '1: j( 11)L litl/ I :,r..' 

'~ ) L 1 ~iil ! C"' t~ 5~ t. 
;un up . 

..1' ,,:: .> ~Qn , pla (. f,1 at town 10 mil(~:..; out,. C...u.Ju? 
i-- J.J..s . 

•r:~l • ilot 
<J.;f iJ••y • • • 
0V •. 1·::;\:'''-... . 

'm1l'l< . 1.64) (~ ond . lu~-I7J() con . ·Nl l~t\":J 
J.~;o ;!!ll HWU'V Cl:" i..'..FJ of (th . upt:ci~_l 
T iO ru .tus 1'.' ghLi.J.1~ , •. why? 
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