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5th C.B. ( Sneelal) 

From the ~hronologicru. Hi story of the 1 st Brigade- ­
18 Apr'42 - Arrived Dutch Harbor from tT.S. 
19 Apr'43 - 2nd Sec •• 472 men. Ipft D.H. for Adpk. 

? Jun l 43 - 1·1oved to Adak: from D.H. 
5 Jul'43 - Det. *1 l~ft D.H. for ~dak. 

20 Jul'43 - Det. of Z off. & 90 m~n left D.H. for Adak . 
25 Jul'43 - Det. of 4 off. : 392 men left D.H. for Adak . 
16 Sep'43 - Det. of 80 off. & men ret' d Adak from ~ nd 

Bay. 
7 Feb'44 - 10 off. & 449 men 1~ft for the U.S. 
3 ~ r I 44 - ReIllfli n 10g 1eft !'0 r 1 . .5. 

(Com 17 Sec. Itr ~ul?(A12-1/L7 ove r 50/Zb over Ser 0096 
to Budocke dtd 6 Nov 44) . 



----

3-1 5- 43 ­
3- 21-43 ­
4- 3-43 
4-30- 43 ­

7- 1 -43 ­
l C- 28- 43 

2-29- 44 ­

~- 16-44 ­

3-1 7-.:1.4 ­

l C- 5- 44 ­

11- 1-44 ­

11- 27- 44 ­

12-18-44 - ­

12-28-44 

1-l2-45 

1-13-45 ­

2-14-15 ­

2-15-45 - ­

3-16-45 - ­

3-21-45 ­

4- 3-45 ­

5th ". :E . ( Specic_ ) 
1st :£no~ rYa.t ion 2 d 3mbarkat ion 

~C '--i'!aen~ 
A3 ............ \ 
 ABD 
.• e , Da~ RPA.dy 'i'C!. t e ­
Lef t j;Bl) ' 43 L8 t ABD 
L.Geat ion I - Alsee - ~dnk Loc f' tion 

Seh dul e d for de chmen t. 
rrived ):l Hue neme f rom or_ olk . ( Orig i e l tt ) 

Reassembled into .uni lef _ H eneme ~ An i for 1. liP • 

1 s t Br i gade ~epo rt R t ha t one- holf of the fith ( Sp) is Dut ch 
hh1f s a t AdBY- , NAS . 
nth ( Sp ) i R a t dak. ( f' 1 to Com.n.1Sec d.td. 6-21
1 Oct ' 43 r eport of Rt h (' ) - Entira 5th (~p ) i s 
10 officers <md 448 men ri e T\r.el 22 
2nd Se ti cn a rr i " ed l~ Mt"~ 1 4 
1 !ar ' 4A r eport f 5t h (S~ ) - 2nd Spc ' 0 o f t he 
l ~t ~ pcti0n secur ed on 'h Fp.b ' 44 ~e nding dAp~ . t 


Ma r ' 44 r E'<n t o~ Is F ri pad - 5 t h (Sp) "' A 0 


485 me t ~OB Adak . Ret m ing in ee r y ~l r ' 44 . 


The 5th snd ~3rd. (3pe c if' la ) re. dy dP te is 10 Qct 

-4~ - SeCT'pt :l-lSPE ch~ 
a t A air . 

sec . 

Sth ( Sp) left Adak on 7 Pec ~ " 
r p, . 
1 .: r l 44 hps 5 of::-i.(,pr .and 

' 44 0 Milne ?t>y . (ki ~JO )O c . 

R ~neme 
25 Sep ' 44 
26 ct ' 4.6. 

!4~~ -~-t-G­
L E:' -t e-Sam r 

Disp. 032029 T R 8070 t ·') ' 0 7fl t, om d , 3udocks dtd:3 ct'44) 

) 
t 

ThA fi th ( ~p ) de:re r t pd HUf'neme for Milne ,.~v ;J.F. Oc t' ¥- . (E1.lanf'me ,,':>nf. J:.-~ . 
t o }1() 26 2349 NCR 4'~7 dt a. G7 Oct ' 4'-:') 

CD ?' ~ 1 4 i ~ read" and pvaila.rJl e . t u"n":",~ ha\T iIl ~'" 0 , .... 1 t ed " ,:j'tiar b 

a r e !'" i en cl t o' t ile 5 t h ( -, ) - t JJUVA.(Com l? conf . (Jis") to t:; om ~ l-::l 

890 d t d 23 tfov' 44) . 

CD 2514(FFT 5th (Sp ) departed Hueneme for San Fran.(Hu ene me co nf. 


i o:-. 1 f'I"V" n~d 
' :-:,1" ..l CR 

r'i '3tl to CNO 
142004 dtd 15 Dec ' 44). 

5th (Sp) (l) part arrived : 'ilne Ba Y' 13 Uov'4·4 and oro.ered 

Sec. report for Oct'44 dtd 20 Nov'44). 

The 5th ( Sp )( -}) is 1oc2. ted at Ta c olob:> Il . Ley te.(Comser7fl t 
d t d 5 hn' 45) • 
One-h~lf of 5th (Sp) locatp,d at Leyt e . (Cornserfo:-7flt. Se c 
15 Dec 1 44) 

to Leyte. ( vomserfo r 7flt 

S .. C . d isp t o cJ.m 221053 

r ep t f or }jo v'44 dtd 

1/2 of th4! 5th ( SP~ i ':" '~ ilabh f r s. i gnm!"nt to c!:l:", r . ( CFJ S~c. _ J" ? 


d.ist r iblJ tion I b t Ser e ()0 :)q~3 td 3 F 0 ' 4:5). 

Th", 5th (Sp) t is l oent. e n at Gt i llru1 , Samar .(CoJil::;er: r 7flt "! e . r ort for Doc ' 44 

dt d. 15 Jan-'45 '~ . 


Comserfor7fl t C Oilf. spdltr Ser. 0383 dt d 2 Mar 145 to ONOB Ley te Gulf - the 5th 

(Sp) is hereby detac~1.ed from its _ r esentl y assigned duties. Shall r e-oort to 

CNOB Leyte Crulf for duty with Comman der Construction Forces L y t e- S mar . 

Comclt NOB Taclloban orders 5th CB (Sp) Detachment to further report to the CO 

NavSta Guiuan. S~r for dutywlth the Const Yorc8s headed by Comdr Cons t Forces 

ana 5r Brg Comdr. ~Comdt NOB Tac10ban 1tr P16-3(1) over Ser 1031 dtd 11 Mar 145) 

1 Jan' 45 report of the 5th (~) - Embarked for 2nd tour of duty on 26 Oc tllA . 


Arrived Leyte via Milne Bey and Hol1andia on 10 Dec l 44. 

http:detac~1.ed


Loe tion -~ 
5th e,B , (Special } 

4- 7-45 - The 5th (Sp) Detachment reported to the CO NavSta . Guiuan. Samar on 14 Me '45-­
ordered to further r eport to the Co dr Const. Forces for dut . (1st end. on CNOB 
Leyte ordara NS/P16-0(1 ) o "e r Ser 1346 dtd 14 Mar 145) 

4-25-45 - 1 )(ar'45 report of 5th (Sp) - Moved to Calicoan during Feb'45. Casual draft #2514 
conBie'ing of 1 officer & 178 men arrived on 16 Feb'4S 

5-1-45 - The 5th (Sp) is loc~.ted at Calicoan. SnmAr. (Comserfor7flt Sec Rep of 1 Apr145) 

5-8-45 - 8!e.!::t!~!e~~rt5~~ 5(apth)<SP) - located at Guiuan. 3rd end. by Oine 3rd Brigade 

. " e is under the 3rd :Brig o~ administrative matte!"&. 1 


5- 8-45 - The 5th (Sp) is located at Samar. (Dirpacdocks S.F: Se c Rep of 15 Apr'4~ y. 
5-17-45 - 1 Ma¥'45 report of 5th (Sp) - located at Sanwr. Rep"ort routed via 3r d :Brig. Sec 2. 
6-8-45 -! Apr'45 report of the 5th (Sn) - located ln Samar area. Report end by 3rd Brlg. 
6-2?-45 - Comserfor7flt h s requested t he estab lishment of a. CB Reg iment to con is of the 

following CB Spe cials no \'I ass igne d duty t NnB Leyte Gulf : 5th bp) . 19th (Sp) . 
1 /2 30th (Sp). 32nd ( 5p), and 33rd (Sp) . Acco r di ngly , ~ stab l i shment of t he 50t~ 

t 	 OB Regiment is authori zed and is to be effe ctive when directed by Cincpo _. This 
regiment will report t o 01nO 3rd Brg fo r adm purposes. (ONO conf 1tr ser 0251730 
dtd 22 June to Com7 f1t) 

6-28-45 - 1 Jun l 45 report of the 5th(Sp) - located at Samar. Report end by 7th Brlg. ~ 
7-16-45 - 1 Jul' 45 report of the 5th( Sp) - located at Samar. Report via 7th Br ig . 
7-2?-45 - The 5th (~1?) is l ocated et Calicoan . Sa,.mpr . Be t 5 attached to he?th Brf" 'cut 

no r egiment . ( CCT 7th It Sec Rep of J une) 
8- 1~-45 - The 5th ( p ) is in t he 50th Reg . (00m7f1t conf report on CB Organizat.':';)n in 

Leyte-Same.r a r ea Ber 04296 dt d 26 July to CnO) 

Location -	 Samar 5th C,B. (Special) 

8-22-45 - 1 Aug l 45 re ort of the 5t h( Sp) - located in Samar area. The 5th(Sp) was detached 
from UavSte. SalMr and ordered to r eport for du ty wi th the OOth Reg. duri ng Jul'45. 
Report vie. the ?th Brig. 

10-25-45 - 1 Oct'45 report of 5th( Sp) - location not stated. Report via 50th Reg . & 7th Brg. 
60 men transferred for discharge under the point $Ystem. Upon receipt of orders 
issued by OomPhllSeaFron & dtd 27 Sept 145 all 5th( Sp) off. & men were trAnSlferre d 
to 33rd(Sp) on 2 Oct 145. _ 

11-6-45 -5th( Sp) inactlvated 8S of 17 Oct 145. (ComservpP c r estr ltr se r 1278-2- 61 dtn l? 
Oct'45 to Bl.lPers). 

1-5-46 - 5th(Sp) reported innctlv ted since 20 Dec' 45 . (Oomservpac. Pe rl d i ~p 02~103 Jan 
146 to BuPers). 

INACTIVATED 
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TRAINING 

Your SIenC9 Is Everything. 

"Right ShouldN-Harm,!" 

On )0 January 194), Lt. CommM oer Charles 

E. Nash and Lt., Fronk L. Holland , Officer-in ­

Charge and Executive Office r respectively, re­

ported to USNTC Camp Peary. Virginia, for duty 

with the Fifth Special Nava l Construction Battalion, 

and officially as of that date the batta li on was 

commissioned . It was a baHalion in nam e only, 
howeve r, for it was not unt il 5 February 1943 that 
the fi rst in -draft of pe rsonnel was assigned to the 
battalion. 

During the latter months of 1942, thousands of 

reCl"uits were sl ' ea ming into Seabee boot camps 

from every point in the United Sta tes, from every 

walk of life, from every stratum of society, from 

every profe ssion. Stevedores from all the wate r­
fronts , ranchers, artisans, students, professional en­

tertainers, bus iness men. The Ozarks, Boston Com­

mon, Holl ywood , the deep South , Alaslca , gi8nt 

me tropolises and rur81 fMm s. From all these came 

the Seabee recruits, and from such was the Fifth 
Special organized . 

In most respects , boot camps were all alike . . . 
terrible. Reme mber the sad moment when we 

wra pped our individual identities into the bundle 
with our civvies and shipped ~hem home for the 

duration? Remember whe n they clipped our heads 

and the reby went our las t ide ntiric t ion with the 

world th t was not G. I? Remembe r tho e weeks 

in qua ranti ne and the hots and the heckling we 

go l? And tho e long hours on the drill field , and 

"Carry Me Back To Old Virginny." 



Ca;"p Peaty Commando,. 

the home.sickness , and that first liberty? Ifs a i' 
in the record. 

We learned for the first time what a Specia l 

Bdttdlion was supposed to do: stevedoring; and 

thilt all other activity was incidental. It was about 
the middle of February thut we moved 10 a new 
area and began classes on I·he Stevedore Training 
Shi p. It was just completed and we were the first 

roinee . We hi'ld a :ot of pet names for it, slJ r. h 

as the "USS Never Sail. " and a few others not 

quite prinlable. Bu I' in spi te of the grumbling and 

beefing we established a record of some kind or 
other and wel'e pretty wel l ~ e t as to our fut ure 
duties when we got the order : "Battalion ser.ured 
for further transfer ." 

March 15th, 1943, dawned bright and clea r and 
w epli rted, 1036 strong, for Pori' Huenem e 
Cl lilornia, Irave ning in three train sections C)nd 
arrrv lng , ABO Port Hueneme on the 'i l st and 
22nd . A nine .day leave sta rt ed Ihe da y aHer we 
clrrivcd, und there was a mad scramble in getting 
our gallr secured, our leave pa pers in orde r and 
;n checking out. 

Th lell v ex ired on I April , ond fro m then un · 
Iii VI lefl, there we r six days o f fu rious act ivity. 
" didn'l help mail ers whe n, for u tim , we w r 
ci·, ided into 1>.'10 sections (on per), then t h pi n ~ 
wcr cance ll ed. We finall y go t orga nized Cln on 
l A ril 'II' boa r ed two trc ins fo r NSD, Seall le, 
[,, ' fur h r Ir<lnsfer ov rsea . We go t thare n 9 
A ril and were dischurged onto th dods 10 board 
~ hi , Ther the au I orities met us with o rde rs to 
,ep ra e into two sedions- ihe n a nd the re-rig ht 
on th dock ! We we rO both to board the sa me 

Ship, but one sed ion was to ge t off be Fore the 

other and the gear had t o be stowed accordi ngly. 

Things were finally straightened out and in the w e 

small hours of the morning the las t weary dnd be. 
dragql d man crawled oboard the USS C HA U· 
MONT. We sa iled Ih61 morning, 10 April 1943, 
for the Ale~.dians . 

Well, we almost sai led. W e got as far as Pori 

Townsend in Puge t Sound that firs morning when 

th e destroyer escort a s ' igned to LI S developed 1\lr ­

bine trouble. W e dropped anchor and wh ile wai1 ­

ing for news of the esco rt , the shi 's C ap tai de­
cided it was an xce llen t t imo fo r abandon s i 
drill. For all of li S i was a new xperience 0 go 
over and wn Ih side o f a shi , clinging to an 
e lusive net, nnd d rc 111 int o a mu h· toa -sma ll 
life-boat tossing ", nd heaving in the gianl ,wolls. 
W e wer · g lad to e l b ck a oar shi , ul we 
warn' , 50 happy wi th Ihe news w rece ived. Our 

Bolo P'octi.:o. 



escort couldn't be condilioned in ~ime and we 
wo uld hove to go on without it. At '~h ot rime, 
with Dutch Ha rbor having been bombed a few 
month s before and with e nemy subs stil l active in 
Aleutian wa te rs, it .../as <'llarming to learn that ours 
would be he firs t ship to make a maior portion of 
I·he run witho ut e~cort . We got our firs t ~aste of 
shipboard security preca utions: fire d ril l, lifeboat 
orill, wearing life belts cons tan tly, and darkened 
;h ip after sundown. 

8y now we knew we Were headed for Dutch HM­
bar . Even if we hadn"I' known, we would have been 
fully aware that we were going some place thai' 
was plen ty cold. Icy winds were sweeping CJcross 
Iho deck and from time to time we could catch 
brief gli mpses of a foggy, snowbound coa ;trine. 
During the night of 17 April. we cut through Uni­
mak Pass in t f-le Aleutian Ch ain and into the Bering 
Sea . O n the morning of the 18th, the submarine 
nets tha guarded the entrance to lIi !iuk Bay were 
opened an d we steamed thro ugh 10 get our firST 

storm-blurred view of Dulch Harbor-a sf)rawling, 
young G.I. encampme nt at the foot of towering 
Ballyhoo Mounta in. We nosed up to Ballyhoo Dock 
and t ied up in a flurry of wind a nd sleet and snow 
... the fi rst Seabee stevedoring battalion to hi,t 
the Aleutian Islands. 

The O-in-C and Exec we nt ashore for furt her 
orders and returned wi th the news tha t Sedion I 
under Lt. Hol la nd would d isembark ot Du tch lind 
~hat Lt. Commondcr Nash would lake Section 2 on 
up to Ad c'i k. It wasn't a very ht'l ppy day for a lot 
of us, beca use budd ies a nd fri ends who hod been 
ins pa rable from boo t camp days found themselves 
in d ifferent sedions, with no assu ra nce that the 
seciions would ever re-unite. There was a good · 
sized crowd from the Dutch Harbor ga ng down on 
Ballyhoo Dock the next morning to see the CHAU­
MO NT pul l out with Section 2. The re was a 10+ of 
good-na t ured cat-calli ng and ribbi ng as the 01 
shi" he l" r(lib i rnm ed wi-lh the Fifth S acia! anQ, 
faded away in 0 the swirl ing mist of snow. 

Looking .It a lo ng nowly laid kG.1 of U.S.S. " S •• b....'" For~'lround 
1how~ p tl " of training ..arq o whic h w~u lo~d.d and ..... nlo ildcd 

thouSdnd~ of tim €! 50 y ~ t I\ (j- VCH lof t porI. 

Deck ViQW of lolndlockc- d Stovcdora Training Ship. 
U.S.S ...Sub.... 01 Camp Pu ry. V,l. 

12 



nVTCH 
HARBOR 


* 

A braak In lh~ we~th c r gj,o~ u~ d rare view of the .tark 

grandeur of tne Aloutian land.cape. 

G,im and brooding under ever threatening skie. this photo 
best describes Old Dutch's temperament. 

The old lown of Dulch I-brbor proper where . e 

were quartered and worked Iud los t its iden ity in 

the overnight change t o bustling military out­

post. Conslruction balta lions hod preceded the 

Fif th by a few mo nths and bu ilding s, ba rracks. 

docks and th e <!I 'r stri p were well under woy. 

As far as quarters were concerned, we were fo r. 

~lInote in being able t o scatter our uni t and take 

<1dvant Llge 01 h sing a lready ereered. The o fficers 

lived in the P.T. O fficers Quorters on the norther 

tip of Ilil iuk, He dquMters Compa ny was lo:lg cd 

in an uppe r winq of th e Marine Barrack~ in Dutch 

Harbor, and C ompanies 'A" and ' BO' \ ere a s· 

signed to Radio Barracks No. I and No.2. a lso in 

Du tch. 

Upon our arriva l we were given two ays In 

which to get settled and organized. Aft e r quar­

~CfS , the next most importa t item was tlppro­

prial e clo thi ng. O ur wardrobe, thorefore , was 

augmented ,to include e avy woolen sods on 

underwear, \"1001 ca s. waie rproof sits, pMLas. 

fleece-lined jackers and rouse rs, ortics etc . 

Our Pe rsonnel Office was located in the C.B. 

administration bu ilding. Su ply and Disburs i g 



Old Ruuian Church 0 reminder of Czar', form er Vi~w of dock and borgc crone in an arcl ;c setting. 
poues!ion. 

h,t 0 roug n it in a co rn e r o t t he wore o use a Sur day." The urge nt nature of our s evedoring . 

the '~ c~: in wh ich ou O pera t io ns O ffice was 10- howe ve r, d id not pe rmit ~ G .!. Sunday. The ships 

[ :, ted. Th e Sick Bay 'Na s comfo rta bly 56 up on had to be wo ked end it wa s impo~ible to sf gge r 

t e uppe r deck of Rad io Ba rracks. The chiefs ou r limited mMpoVe f to a ail ou rselves of thi s 

me~sed a f ihe Ma rine Chow Ha ll , and t he rest of privilege. 

he uni a te at he Naval A ir Sta t ion mess hall. Th us we le~ rned early hat stevedori , 9 was a 

Fifth Specia l coo :s . ba kers a :Jd mess cooks were high \' riorit y project which wos not to be inter­

loal1e • ,0 N.A.S. rup ted by any fo rce hot could be controlled . In 

Prior to our arrival , steved ori ng had been exe­ wi nd, rain and snow, we worked ships a round he 

::u ed haphaza rdly by Army port comp nies a nd clock ; in A le t ion fog and swirling mist that 

~yb rid ga ngs o f regu lar Navy and constructio n d immed brig' t d ock a nd ship lig hts '0 c candle 

men, and it was a ppare nt a t a g la nce that th e re fl a me and d ou b led the haza rd of icy doc s. There 

'/Id ; conside rable orga nizing and work to be done. we re occasions VI en work was secured , but those 

We "ere c!l ssigned Bc!l llyhoo Dock for our e xc lusive wsre t he t imes when r.:.g ing will iwaws a tornado 

operotion. and we took over the o ld Port C o m any speed came screami 9 in from the Bering Sea , 

Qif ice fo r a n ope ra tio ns o ff ice . ba ttering t he ships at the deck un iI they were 

o r ~I "'ve 0 ing a ct ivi' y started On our third forced to cast o ff a nd risk their • a te in deep water 

Coy: two ten-hour shifts , with C ompa ny " A " work­ ra t her thtlO be buffeted ag ains the pili g s. 

irg 0 e shiF dnd C ompa ny " 8" the other. The We h d 17 stevedore g ongs, with the chiefs a s­

sni ffs were ro ' B.ed e very two weeks. The wo rking sig ned os gang leoders. bu ' liS men within The 

scnedule for every office r and mc!l n wos ten hours g a ngs q ua lified , t hey were loced in cnarge ond 

d day, seven days d week , a nd no holid ays were the chiefs steppe into the super/ isory ca p<!!ci y of 

recag nized . The constructio n outfits ~lI oted o ne deck chie fs. In spite of our skeo t ica l occepranCE 

day" w e k to each man, "'/hi ch was a iled a ' G. !. o f t he early stevedore tra ining at Pee ry, it more 

17 



Unloading tank-headed Irailer_ Unsurpaucd for Aleutian ne ed_ 

than justified its alnlS whe n we hi the fi e ld. O ur 

operation did not include only ~t evedore gangs . 

We had to supply chede -~ , and agoin our early 

t ra ining cl!me to he front. Out came the records 

and those who had 5Hended t he classes we rf;; 

prom p tly assigned . Trud, ji tney and heavy equ i -
menr opera 'crs were also needed . O ld er men 

with experi ence were a ssigned to trucks and heavy 
equ ipment, and ~o th e younger fell oY/s went the 

jilneys and fork lifts. Off l he record , ~here were 

ple nty of tugs-of-war and bumpi ng mate es and 

high stake races in the warehouses a nd on the 
doc' when the helld man wasn ' t Ilround . Bu t th e 

cargo was moved. It wasn't long before the loctl l 

skept ics had d new tu ne : " For Gc'lwd 's s<!Ike , st ay 

off Ballyhoo Dod; t hat Fifth Specia l i" CRAZY!" 

Perhaps we crellted that impression, b ut we g o t 
those ship s moving. And now let's ta~e a look 
around and get our be/!rings. 

Du tch Harbor! The name recoil s all th e roma nce 
a nd a dventure of the e/!rly Arc tic conqu est. The 
iarged cutpos of civiliwtion in the Aleul ians be · 
fo re World War II, its c it ize ns we re ~ hodge ­

podge of A le u es , Russians and Asie tic~ . I 5 cla im 

o ex istence la y in its importance as a cooling stll ­
tion for the sh ips that war ' e the rich seol. wal ru s 
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a d sal mon fields beyo d . There was a lso e little 

gold .here en the neigh o ring isla nds, othe rwise 

a lmost a rre of wi ld life , were abund ant in silver 

an b lue fo x. 
Du ch H arb or, on the smoll island of Ilili uk, was 

wedded to its larg er , morE desola te neighbor, 

UnD lask/! , by a sma ll , /!n '.: ienr ca b le fe rry. The 

ow n of Unalcsk/! , formerly a RussiM settleme n , 
was still there at t he opposite terminus of the 
fe (y; a srraggli ng sha nty b wn of ro tti ng shac s 

and lean-t os. The old O rthodox Russion church 

was "till nob le in its rege l taMers, i 5 b roke n stoined 
g loss windows , end its red fla ked dome a nd splin­

fered c ross. There 'lies a small , :.Jnkempt cemetery 

w;th row of holf-bu rie marke rs of ha nd-ca rved 

planks a nd cfu mb ling s one s_ It was no longer /!n 

aC/iva house o f worshi p, fo r its doors were closed 
w; h t e evacuation of t he civ ilian popula tion, bu 

i ~tood as a romise of days to come. 

The teva n <'It Una la ska ha been a riproa ring 

s/!loon in the old d /!ys and w/!s now a beer ha ll. 
packed each night wi th soldie rs, sita rs ond ma­
rines. Ligh t were d imme by a fog of to bacco 

smoke lind there VIa d co s' "n t c rllsh of beer 

bott les hu rled into t e d rum contll ine rs. T e roll er 

ska ting rin wl\S the lawn' s. one a nd only d ance h" l!. 



Removing deck load of Nevel craft before b;:;a~ing 
into ship's holds. 

reconverted. A ye llow, ragged pos ter at the en· 
trance st il l an ounced: " Dancing Wednesdays and 
Sa urdays ... B ing Your Own W oma n." The 
stand ·up bar was still there, but the only refre sh· 
ment wos soda pop at two bits a bottle . We hod 
music to skate to, a decrepi t vic rola with wheez ing 
old re fra ins that ra sped out a rh y hm for t he whi r 
and d ick of the skates. 

Dutch Harbor. on t e other extreme, was mili­
lary and G. I. The J op air raid was stil l fresh in 
Ihe mi nd s o f the autho rit ies, and add itionol ra ids 
were not only possib le but probable . Military 
troin ing was mandatory fo r a ll men who could be 
spared from their basic duties. R epre~entat ion by 
a ll activities at gunnery classes a nd commando 
cou rses was e nforced. Red and yellow alert dr ills 
were c13 l1ed at 13 11 hours, and batt le stat ions ....'ere 
assigned to a ll acti vities. 

Recrea ion at Dutc Horbo r wos of the best. 
Our Stotion was strictly Navy a nd G.I. a r"l d even 
in those ea rly doys, every though t was given to 
we lfe re and morele. We had a [erge, well-con ­
structed thea tre that showed pictures nightly and 
gave ma t i ees To r those on nig ht shifts. Boxing 
tou rnaments were held , in which regu lar Navy, 

Left: 
"'The mdn dt the winch we, made to feel contempt for the 

wilde,t blow_ 
'"Tho i~ often appeared when the gale hed cleared he'd 

been in the 'beer' below."' 

Below: 
Attractive tent site" running wdter and complete air­

conditioning. 



Winterized Jeep and De,igner 

Seabees. Army and Ma rines ook pdr . The the­

utre bu ild ing also loused -n indoor gymn a -iu m. 

There was a large Sh ie s Service bu ild ing thai 
fea tured ice cream sod as, a ham burg er s a nd 
recorded mu ic and a sOllven ir departmen t. Thi s 
a uild ing also house <'l 5maller theoH9 for local 
t..,le t stage sh ows, c) bowli 9 <'I liaI' and a well ­
docked lib rary. Tnen , of coul·sa. thore was the 
Navy bee r ha ll . Some cf the greates un written 
bot les of Ih i! war were fought there : ' ho t is, unti l 
Ihe a utho rit ies in desperation fin ally ~e t separat e 
hours for the 5e1'lgoing Navy , I , e Sta ion Fo ce 
N· vy, he Sea bees al d t he Marines. Therea fter. 
thl'lre w as mo re orde an fewer riot calls. 

Tore urn iO the ships . we ;Ia e here and noVl 
tha Ollr OW l voy ' go was ne t - II cle r sai ling. 
Recrea tion fa ci liT ies were 'e ligh tful, bui we hll 
very Iii Ie t ime to en;oy them. The har bor was al ­
wo'/s jammed wi h ships. Dutch Horbo r was the 
ermin us of ;he mlli n sup Iy line from the States 

a d I he mot er port fo r all t he newer outposts 
fa rther along I·he Cha in . h addi iOI. Dul ch was 
alive with anot her and fi:,r grea ter project- the 
sraqing of the me morable invasion of Altu . O ur 
:; evedori ng <Ie ivi y played an importon! ole in 
Ihis . Loa~ ing moint"l ined an equal poe with d is ­
charg ing operations a nd presented a ll the otten­
dOlnl proble s. T~e tolent within our ranks . how-

Recreation 

ever, asserted itself and the men quickly justified 
ihe eMlier C'Jnfldence t at Lt . Holi t'llld ad place 

in them. 
Enough cannot be said abou t the work and eff i­

cie ncy of our CommissMY Deportment. Our cooks . 
baker, and mess cooks had been assigned to the 
N.A.S. comm issory where we chowed. We can't 
vouch fo r the food before we arrived, but we sang 
its praise while we were there . We do know the 
boys worked long and hard and .hey lost no time 
in ga ini g everyone's respect and cooperation. 

We we re set tled for a long and happy career at 
Dutch when official confi rmation Clime on t he heels 
of flying sc ttle bu tt tha t we were to be re lieved 
10 join ihe o lhe r ha lf of the Fifth at Ada k. Thus 
it wa-s at on I J uly 1943 th e Seventh Soecia l ar­
rived (1 Dutch Ha rbor and look over as Port Com­
pa ny. We were not. however. secured from ac­
tiv ity, but helped t he neVI ba ttalion ge t under Wdy. 
Then on J uly 5th a ll of our go ngs were ca lfed back 
o the docks. The emergency at hand warranted 

the decision 10 make use o f o ur unit un til t he last 
momen. Attu had bee n to ken and Dukh was 
now engaged in p replHation for the Kiska push. 
On July 19th. just th ree months after our arrival . 
we were offic ia lly secured. and on July 20th, Lt. 
Blossfield and 86 Company "8" men boarded the 
SS MORMACHAWK for Adak. sailing on the 
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21 st. The rest of us were slaied to go on the 

U.S.A.T. TJISDANE, and on the 2Sih we board ed 

ond she pulled out into th e stream. We did not 

get under way at once. spending a brief time 

wo rking the SS PRESIDENT FILLMORE which was 

to accompany us, along with a Destroyer Esco rt , 

a Adak. On Ju ly 27th ihe three ships got under 

way. We waved good b ye to Dutch Ha rbor a s we 
steomed through t he submar ine nets. then we were 
out in the open sea and on our way . 

We had Cln experience t hat first night out which 
is worthy of recording . It was nearing mid nig ht 
and we were cutting through Unimak Pass, a par ­

ticularly dangerous part of our voyage , d riving 

th rough the blanketing fog at fu ll speed ahead, 

our ships blacked out . Suddenly there was a ter · 
rific grinding of gears from below decks and t he 

ship 's bow rose in a shuddering lunge . She had 

been thrown full speed ahead in to ful speed aste . 

During the uproar ond bedlam that followed , ne 
escort flashed 0 signal messoge from the dar kness 

"heod and the other two ships immediately repl ied . 

Then, as though ot a given signa l, " II the ships lit 
up. and bright beams of light broke t he darkness. 
The fog chose that moment to lift for a few s~c · 

ond s, and the cold moon ligh ' revealed ' he rLgged 

shoreli ne of th ass, so close to 0 r S o!Irboa r tho ' 

we cou ld see tho 'he b lock cl iffs sihouetre i bold 

relief aga ins the sky. The escor was in much close r 

but was bocking sb .vly out into mid-s ' rea m. When 

we reached sa fe vater there las more sig a ll ing, 

he ships b lac ed out agai , an we went on our 

way. W e lea rned la 'er -hot the escort, b li nded by 
fog, had g otten 011 her beMings and ery oarly 
ground ed. Only a lert-ness and skillf I piloting hed 

i)'/e rred " cotesr r pne. 

Th e dlance o f the trip wos uneventful. In he 

l o ~e ofternoon we steamed into Kulu BIlY and hed 

up a t the A rmy Dock a Adak. " e didn 'l- expect 
a brass b and and receptio c m i lee .0 greet 

Us , bu t we we re a little disapooin ed 0 "in none 
of ou r Fifi h Special metes th re on he dock . C om· 
ma nd e r Nosh was here a mee us end direct us 
to our area . We lote r leerned t-hat e men were 

!I II employed on anOTh r dod. lind as we new by 
hen . no t hing could interfere wi' stevedoring . nct 

even enyth ing a s impor ont as his grea t cccesion 

of ou r reunion . W e disemberked a t once , and 

sho rtly thereefter, trucks arrived to CMry us 10 our 
new home in Happy Ve lley, A ok, A laska . 

./ 
) 
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so k for the night. In t he e c itement hat fo llowe • 

it was im ossib le to cL'l1l the inevitable muster im­ADAK 
Those of us in Section Two weren't feeling very 

pleasant os we waved gcodby to the boys on the 

dock at Dutch Harbor and set sa il on the lasT lop 

of our voyage. Not on ly were we leaving friends 

behind, but Dutch Harbor looked settled and se­

cure, and we were not certain what lay ahead of 

us. At firs}. we had the consolation that there 

would now be more room for us aboar the CHAU­

MONT, but at the last moment, a detachment of 

men from the 52nd N.C.B. was loaded aboard. 

At about 2000 on our second day out, we arrived 

at Sond Bay in the Bering Sea. Though it was still 

daylight when we dropped anchor, we cou ld see 

very little. for waves of fog were ro llin g in on us . 

Wh<'lt we did see when the fog occasionL'llly liHed 

was anything but reassuring: a barren, lifeless ex­

panse of snow and ice. We were informed ihat 

this was the new home of +he 52nd dettlchment. 

Early next morning. April 21 st, we arrived at the 

entrance to Kuluk Bay. We hod to layover until 

day ;ght before the nets could be opened to admit 

us into the inner harbor and a berth at the doc ' 

at Adak. 

Gangs were immediately bro~:en out to s rt 

discharging the battalion gear. Those of us not 

c1s;igned to that detail were lined up . must red 

several times to be certain none of us had gone 

AWOL on the trip, then marched u t he road 

toward Navy Town, uncier full r:-a ck and carrying 

cur own gear. After marching for what seemed 

hours, we were ;nstructeci to halt, since we v' e re 

now at our new home. It was a warehouse, t e 

only place on the island at tha 't time 0 accommo­

date a group our size . The resi of th e day was 

,pent in mustering for C10WS, mustering for d e tL'li ls 

such as sentry and fire watch (we had no fire s), c:lnd 

iust plain mustering. At 2100 that night an order 

was issued to vacate the wore house, move to our 

new comp site and erect our rents before retiring. 

Pandemonium broke out. Most of us had hit the 

medicrtely, and meanwhile, most f us had mys­

te riously vonished. If WtlS discovera the nen 

morni 9 rhat rhe order ho been misinterpreted ' 

i was mean t fo r II daylig ht move . 

Tha t mornin g. whan \ e we re f inally moved , the 

first Fifth Spec ia l Me on Ada w .... s born . Ma te­

fiel was at a a re mIni mum a n imp rovisa tion was 

necessL'lry. We were issued tents but it was up t 

the occ pants of each en 0 find lind hau l scrap 

lumbe r o r anyt hing e lse th ey co uld procure to mL'l e 

their ten livable. Af 'sr three d ays of erecting 

(on 0 Jr own time, stevedo ring operations havi ng 

commenced l'lt once). with each ' ant g roup utiliz­

ing wh..,tever could be found for sid ings and decks, 

ou r Tent C ity bega to look lika the wr ng side 

of the t racks a. " gypsy ca mp. It was iust a ut 

t his time that Ie ers began coming nrough from 

the lads a ' Dulch He rbor. O ne and a ll they were 

Adok Harbor oroa b"foru the ' BOilS sfr..mlined the land· 
scape. buill docks and laid mi les of high-spa.d road$. 
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unanimous in acclaiming the perfect set-up they 

hod : warm, dry barracks with p lenty of hot show­

ers, a large up-to-date chow ha ll, movies, bowling, 
a library ___ and BEER! 

A week had passed and our are a had b ee n 

whi pped into a slightly more presentab le and com­

forto ble condition, when the base Ordnance Offi­

cer happened by on an inspection tour_ H is re­

action when he spotted our Tent City was slightly 
disconcerting_ "Ye Gods! " he screamed. "Righ 

on to p of my ammunitio n dump! G e t hose men 
out of there ; they're living on ,op of Nitro H ill !" 

Commander Nash at once 'sei out ·0 get anoth e r 

camp site. This time we were assigned to a more 

procticol, and safer, location: a hillside bord ering 
M'tt Lake in Happy Valley. Commander Nash p ut 

p ess ure on the au thori ti es and secured the neces­

sary construction ma terial, and it was no t le ng e­

fore Ollr new camp was reody. 

During all this bui lding and moving, our men had 

been working the ships. Lt. (jgj J. W_ Cobb wos 

nomed as Stevedoring Officer for the Fifth , and 

all stevedoring was under his supervision. Fi fteen 

gangs of eighteen men each ha d been fo rmed , 

A t first, we wor ed on a schedule of two 12-hour 

shifts, b ut this was late r changed to th ree 8-hour 

shi fts. In add it ion 0 d ischarging ships, we a lso 

had the jo b of ha uling carg o to t e consignees, 

unload ing the tru cks, and storing the cargo in the 

various wa re houses_ 

Toward the la tter part of J une , scuthebutt 

started fl ying to the effect tha the D tch Harbor 

section was to jo in us a A dllk_ Rumor beca me a 
fact wh en the o rder was issued 0 erect tents to 

accommodate additiona l men a nd office rs . W e 

were a ll p leased with he p rospec ' of our reunion , 

but th e order to se t up fa c ilities fo r he other sec ­

t ion was no t receive with a g rea deol of favor. 

The troubles ond hardsh ips of ou r own pionee ri ng 
days were no fllr removed, a nd thei r memory wa~ 

stili vivid_ W ho coul b lame us if we were a ll of 

the opinion that- t he Dutch section should heve 0 

live i a n ig loo until they built hei r own q uarters? 

O f course , o ur muti y never go beyond our te n ' 

doors, ond we b ilt the accommodlltions_ Sedio 

One arrived soon after (we still think they delayed 

their a rriva l until thei r q ua rte rs were ser up) _ And 

how d id we g reet them ? Fou r hundred strong we 

The spit (a long narrow shoal running into the seo) before the "doli rs" f lied it in. 



Beach·head .etting on the Bering Sea ,ide of Ad..k, 

cho rused: " You should 'a been here when we got 

got here!" 

W ith the reioining of the two sections o t Ad ak, 

il ce rta in amOlJn~ of intra-battalion reorganiza tion 

WilS nece ssary ano there was an immediate dr­

rungement o f all personnel into the fol lowing de­

partment s: stevedore gangs, checkers, equipment 

operators and maintenance men , gea r loft, and 

cargo ope rar:ons office. In the cam area wsr 

loca ted the "dmin ishaiive offices and shops. On 

August 5th, e le ven days alter the sections joined , 

Commander Nash was deta"Chcd fwm the batta lie 

for te mporary addi ionol duty and L . H olla nd wa 

made act ing Offic e r-in.Charge, receiving a spot 

oromo ti on te Lt. Commander. C om mander Nosh 

never returned to th e battalion . He was perman­

ently detached in Janu a ry 1944, and in June, Lt. 
C ommarder HolLa!ld was official!y designated as 

Officer-in,Charge, 

Our srevedoring operation5 continued on the 

Navy Dock, and the new organizat :o nClI set-up gave 

us 24 gangs of about 16 men each . All rhe gongs, 

however , we re not used on shipboard. Some were 

used in smll li craft operations , at the sorring yard , 

an d ot t-he ba ckla nd dump s, It was a matter of 

but a few a ys before bot', seciie!l s we re ble nded 
in 0 a unified whole . Ii' was the fir st time since 

the battal ion 's incepti on that it had he opportun­
ity as d si ngl unit ro prove its effici ency in t he 

e ndeavor fo r whieh it was commissione - steve­

do ring, 

A great deal f fo reihough+ and intell igent 

"Ian ni ng had gone into the d ra fti ng of the new 

area , and there was no compromise during con ­

stru e ion, The orea te rra in was a steep hills ide Iha ' 

rose abruptly from the road bordering it La ke. 

Te nt rows c imbed hig h u the hill in recis a nd 

orderly f ile , ea ch row being a rad ius f rom the ce n­

tra! Square, ,he rE: a ustie wate rfa ll (l nd stream 

made a natura l Oft The ba talion colors and 

National Ensig n were flown in the Square . and 

directiy across the roadway If/as he administra ­

tion area. The color sche me, as a lways with nature 

in t he A leu t ia ns, was simple 6n at t imes seve re . 

Ca mouflag e and protective coloring were S l ill 

ma nda tory, but easi ly effects . Our tents were 

drab o live and d uring the few short months of 

summer, whe the re was no snow , ey b lended 
we ll with t he heavy, lush carpet or tundra which 

covered the whole terrei n. During he mejor part 

o f t h year, when snow ond ice provided th e color 

sche me. nature p roved a m re capable c mou­

Hag e r tha our expert . She pi led snow blinks up 

o th e very ealles o f our ten s, hen ca rpeted the 

roofs themselves in whi te, lacing ' he to he 500\.'1 

bM KS with wris -t ie ic icles. The seep, arterial 
c iwalks t hd rose b steps 0 the hig hes ~ 'ent. 
were erpe tually cOllered with ice. 



We were qu ite p roud of our "front yards." b ut 

we were proude r of the interiors of our res ective 
domiciles . Inside . reg imen tat ion gave way to t he 

only luxur ie s avail lible: warm t h and comfort. W eek. 

Iy ins ec ions we e made in the in' e rests of clean­

liness. bu i Ihd was all th at WaS d emanded . a nd we 

bent every effort t o make our homes as warm end 

cozy a5 we cou d . 
We lea rned eMly that foxholes we r"e desig ned 

unwitting ly for a purpose more prll ctical than se · 
cur ity . When fi lled to surface leve l with snow and 
th eir iden ity somewhat hidden. they acame ex­
cellent fam ily s tyle refrige rators to hold such prec· 
ious items as fresh butter, eggs, ham, bacon, stea k 
and chickens. Although inclement weather reo 
s ric ed outdoor athletics , we did have a rec re­

at ion room with p ing-pong and o the r ind oor games. 
We h<'l d movies in the chow ha ll every evening. 

wi th matinee5 fo r he nig ht watches. If one fe lt 
ike i', he could tra over to Bick Ha ll . across the 
la ke, for evening shows. or catch a ride into Navy 
Town wh ich boasted the nearest hing to a real 
heotre . 

o r new organizational policy was we ll launched 
and fun ctioni ng smoothly. We had succe eded in 
ge ing our vari o s dock a rea offices a nd depart. 

ments co nvenion Iy locate . The n t he blow fe ll. 

It 'lias late in Octobe r t hat the Nave l autho riries 
decid d r move Ine ir location closer io the doc. 
Me!! and concent rl'lte their here tofo r scattered 

N.lural Booby trdp' again,t enemy landing, in the 
Clam lagoon are~ on the Bering Sea. 

ad minist ra t ive offices in a new rea 0 be known 
os Na vy Town. In order 0 "eep the ava l fac i­

lities exclusive from t ose of he Army, it was 

necessa ry to exchonge docks. It was imposs i Ie 
to secure ou r stevedo ri ng act ivi ty during the move, 

so a ll ope rations had 0 be synchron ize end sche . 

d uled acco rd ingly. T e move VIa s made over a 

. e riod of seve ral da ys. b ut i VIas done so smooth. 

Iy t hat even the coffee pot i. t he equ ipment re­
pair office did 010 1 grow cold. 

Ii- has been ma ntio ad hat there were no hol i­
days on the stevedore calen M . For a fe'" days. 
howeve r. it looked as though Christmas at Ada '( 
was going to p rove the e xception. Word had come 
from off icial sources that the g ran concession hll 

oeen made nd the Fifth wo uld be secu red over 
Chris mas Day. Spirits soared a d p ions were 
made for indi vidua l ce le bra tions . Then the day 

befo re. wit h d ue opologies, topsid e 3'lno unced t a t 
a "hot" ship had arrived and .,ould have to be 
worked. Our Skipper 'lidS a s d isa ppointed as the 
rest of us. bu he pulled some s rings a nd ga ined 
a compromise : we would work Ch ristmas Da y b ut 
he e ntire ba t olion would be secured on C hristmas 

Eve. To fu rther soften he blow. ou r officers fi· 
n~ nced e T om -end -J e rry pa rty for the outfit . In 

~II f~irness to accur t repo rting it mus ' be ad · 
mitted thai the pa rty 'lidS not as successful 13$ 

planned . A t the lost moment, Chl!rity ~nd G ood 
W ill. who ride in with Sa nta C la us, prompted a n 
invit~ ion to d ne ig hboring outfit TO share our 
To m-ond·J rrys. Th is W~S a mistake. Our guests, 
imbued wi th a g reat t hirs and horrible manners, 
repeared ly u /!shed t he punch-bo wl line. This might 
h ~ve been tole rated , eve n, had not several roast 

urkeys d isa ppeared f rom t heir places on the fes­
ive buffe t boo rd . This was 0 0 m ch . Accusa­
ions e re made , both factions co nted the ir nu r.!­

bers and flexed hei r biceps, and C hari ty and 
G ood W ill neYl out 0 ' the window. The w~rn i ng 

ones o f a nie"" riend ly rio t re~ched the authori· 
ries ears, however, <'l premoture A uld Lan g Sync 
was ord ered .. . a nd the party ended . 

Tha t is, the Tom·and -Jerry pa rty ended. bu l t he 
even ing s festivities had htl r Iy begun. Unofficial 
"good cheer" from mysterious sources soon dis· 
pelle t he nostolg ic depressio n so keenly fe lt on 
our first ove rseas C hristmas. O u ' raged C harily 
and G ood W ill we re dragged in fro m 'he snow and 
icy ·.'Iinds outsid and q uickly thawed in the ,armth 



of fire, fr iendship and festive ferme n t~tjons . um­

erous characters, not only in our ouffij- bu t in ac­

tivities allover the island, became confused ~s to 

which holid ay they were celebrating. Some tho ught 
it was New Year 's, othe rs were conv ince it was 

lhe 4th of JUly , and st ill others had the idea thaI 

peace had been declared , W hateve r the ir illusio ns, 

shortly a fte r midnight all hell broke loose . The 

peace "' 'ld sanctit y of a mellow Christmas Eve was 
vio la ted b y fire works and deafenin g reverberat-ions. 
C o lored flares and tracer bu!lets lig hted t he sky. 

Eager celeb ran ts joined in the fu n with ca rb ines, 

.03's, B.A.R.' s and .45 's. The moon was the ge nera l 

target for th e shooting, but direction a nd aim are 

a lie n t o ine b riation and the resu lt wa s near ca t llS· 

trophe . Firey ball s from flares lind signal pistols 

hopscotched over tent tops or skipped up road· 

W.Jys , Bulle ts a imed at the moon we re mysteriously 

def lected through the tops o f tents. The occupants 

of ihe se tenrs hurled themselves to the deck a nd 

~t (l yGO th e re . Chari ty a nd Good W ill , in a b lue 

ra ge, gave up in d isg ust a nd de pa rted for ca lmer 

cl imes . 
The wild clima x of gunfire was stretching the 

ce lebra t ion too far . "C e ase firing " orders were 
Cluic Iy issued fl nd , as a n add itional maneuve r, the 

Deep orod~d crec~ carrying tho! wate,s off the mou n •• i,,, 

mai n switch w~s pu lled and the cHea b lacked oul. 

Disc ipli na ry a ctio n was not t ll ken a g a inst the 

Ch ris tmas Eve reve lle rs, but the Skippe r took strong 

measures to insure tha t there would be no recur­
rence on New Year 's Eve . Dire threats Md official 

notices were promu lgated dnd as M added pre· 
cau tion, the ent ire roster of Fift h Specia l ch ie fs 

was assigned a rea g ua rd a nd roving pa tro l duty 

th roughout the nig h t. They natura lly considered 
th is an ignoble and obnoxious assig nmen , a nd du . 

ing the long vi gi l on New Year 5 Eve , t he c hiefs 

d iscomfort M d ag grieved feeling s were no t im­

p rove d wit h th e advent o f one of the worsl bl'z­

zord s we ever experienced at Adak. To mil €; ma . 

ters wo rse , a ll o f the tents were as q uiet and ord e r­

ly as a mo naste ria l bed -check, and the re wasn t a 

si ngle hapless person who could be sla pped o n re o 

port. 
O ur A leutia n tour ended much soone r than even 

the most opt im is tic o f us dared to hope. It cam e 

as a comp lele surprise without benefit of ad vance 
no tice or the usu al conflict ing scuttlebutt. In the 

a fternoon of Februa ry 5th , 1944, the Skipper g o ' 

a e lephone message from opside to the e ffect 
that one-hiM the Fifth Specia l was t board the 

S5 HENR Y FA ILI NG, a lready dod, the next 

to th~ sea ran through the Fifth's aru. 
In emergency could be used a s .irra id she lter, 



General view, of tho Fifth Special dre.. during the dubious sedsons. 

d y for re tu rn te the States . The ot-he ha lf o f e 
olftrit was to carry o n while awai ting r""sport,,, ­
ion. The adminis rarive sl a ff worked all night, 

breaking down the roste r into two units 0' equa l 

o )e rating and ma npower strength, because at that 
time it was doubted that the two sedions would 
ever be re-united. The ne~ mornin g , those in Sec­
ion Two, the unit leaving. were secu red and the 

d y was spen t in a f renzy of packing and muster­

ing. They bO<'lrd ed ship tho i night and sa iled the 

next morning, February 7th. with Lt. Bl ossfie ld as 

Officer-in -Charge . After 0 rough voyage , fhe 
FAILING arrived at Sea t-He on Feb ruary 15th . 

Tr in Ira ns o rta t ion was no!' avai la ble at th a t time 
so th e men were quartered in barracks af the Nava l 
S,(ltion he re . On Februa ry 20th. rep' irs we re 
completed o n the a ircra ft carrier, USS LEXING ­
TON. and since she was sailing for San Francisco. 
the Fifl was a ssigned tra nspo rtation aboa rd her . 

D.x king ~I San Fran cisco on the 22 nd. tho Fift 

27 

Wd S ta~en by b us 0 C a m. Parks, a nd on the 24th , 

the men we re sent on a 2a -day overseas leav . 
Fo r ha lf of t he Fifth Spec io!! l. at least . the' A leu tia n 
,our of duty was over. 

The da y after Sect ion Two left, the remaini ng 

ha lf of th e 0 ,Iii Wt'l[, re lieved of a ll ..hip work o!! 

Ad o!! by t e recently a rrived Seven h Specia l Bat· 
ta lion, drld on February 25th, the Fifth Special was 
com pletely secured from operationa l act ivity. At 
2000 on March 2nd, Seel ion One boar ed the SS 
YU KON a nd the next d t'l y. accompa nied by the 
S5 COLUM BIA a nd one d est royer escort, he 
Fifth Spec ia l wrote finis to its b rief b ut hee ' ic 
Aleutian career and sailed out of Kuluk Bay, home­

ward bound. The YUKON docked at Seattle o n 
March 11th lind th e Fifth boarded a tra in t hat 
evening for C mp Parh. On t he 16th. afte r three 
day at camp, he men departe on the ir 30-doy 
leave . Th us e nd d the Fifth Special's first tour o f 

uty. 



30 Jan 19~ 	 :Bat taBon COE1!:li s s i oned . At IrCTe. Camp PeEry t Va. 

15 Mar 1943 - 3a tt. ~cpnrted for ~~D. Port Euen e= : Ca.lif. Hoved' 
. in three echelons ( tr8in sec tions ) . .24 o f fic ers t 1012 Hen,. 
1036 Tot31 ontt. compl ement. 

21 Me.r 19 _3 - :2chelon 1,;1 err . Port Hueneme. J.Jt. F.L. Eo11e:.r..d. (:2..'{ec.) in 
cha rge. 8 officers, 337 men•. 

~chelou ~2 arr. Port Hueneme. Lt. E. F. ~lo s sfield in 
ch&r[e. 8 officers 337 men. 

22 K?r 1943 	 ~ccelon ~i"3 arr. Port Euencr:l. Lt. Cor::d.r. C. :2. Hash 
(OinC) in ch~Ige. 8 officer s , 338 ne~. 

? Apr 1943 	 :Batt. c.cD2.rted X37J Port Huenc:ce for lT3D Seattl e , :s?'r 
oversE'[ls: Two ecr.elons (trai~ section s ) . Schel on ~fl : 
12 officers, '180 ::len. Lt. :?L. Eo112ncl in c~r€e . 
Eche lon ';12: 11 officers I 4:70 nen. Lt. Conclr . l~'asn in 
ch~.rge. 

30th echelons arriveel. I:SD Se2.~t1e , :F:?'~ overse2.s. 3att. 
diviclocl. into t\;O sec tior.s on doc~s "by official o:'cer and 
boardad ~SS C~~uzont sa~e dRY. 

18 Apr 1943 - .:i.rrived futcD. :i.:.rOQr , ~. A. Section ;:;1 dise::lb-::-:ced , 
Lt. ?L. F..o11~~c. (:Exec. O:f.) a.s O-i:1.-C. :;ect •. ~l: 
10 officer~, 474 =en; 488 ~otal co~le~a~t. 

19 Apr 19L~3 - Section +2 de:?.2.:ted. for }.d.2.....~ 'I!. } .• aooO"_rd uSS C::i.!..lh· :O~;'::. 
Lt. Co.r. Ihsh as O-h,-C. Sect. i~2: 13 0 ffic ers, 475 
men; 438 TGC~l1 co~?le~8~t. 

2l AYJr 19~3 	 2ectb:l #2 arrive·i .Ad.2.2-c, T•.!'. 

10 r·tay 1943 	 ..~ s te~tedori!lg .!.L"li t cie:[~.c:~~d. f'l:Q:1 Sec tior.. y2 at ;..d9k 
e.r.ci 8. SSls:ned. du.t~ at SC'~d 3ey. 1 O:~::::-ice= (:::nsi~--:l. G. 

Z,~c:0t:ater. in ch.?r€e). 29 8.,,:""; 90 'I1J:'.1.:r. 

2C Ju1 19.;3 	 ~Iet. ·~;l of Sact. 41 c.. e:}e..rt9i Dutc11. :l.?.r ~jr r.JQ~rd SS 
}·::)Z:"::"'CF"'::'~I:':<: ~o join 32C t. ~2 c..t .":'d2.k. Ar=i "Ted 23 JU-7 
1943. 90 :·!en; 92 '='C'='_~ 

l C L ,"" _2l Ju.l -.... 	 J~t. #2 of SgC t. ~? l. d. s::~rtecl D~tc!1. ~r~o.!" by :91a!l.a to 
join 32Ct. ~2 at ~~~. .~rived 21 July 19~3 . 3 of:i cer s 
lno enlisted 0en). 

~ 
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25 Jul 1943 - De t . #3 ( 0 .1 nee of Soc t i on ; 1 ) de­
part ed D~tch ?~~rbJ~ aboard USAT TJI S_~}~~ 
for Adak to join Sect. #2 . }~rived 
29 July 1943 . 

5 }.ug 19L1-3 - CO :1dl'. Chc-s. 3. Ha sh, O-i'1.-C t 5th . 
S~ec ial NCB, left battali on on 
addition~l det~chei du t y . Lt. Cdr. 
F.L. H~ll~~dt ~xec . Offic3r, assigned 
as actins O-i~~C. 

16 Se~ 1943 - S~nd 3ay de t~ch~ent rejoined batt ­
alion e t }..d.aj(. 

6 :5'8"0 194,4 - : chelon if1 (1/2 of bc.tt.) Q3?ar ted 
Mak a.board SS EE:TRY ~1AILEYG for 
U.S. 

2 ' ~'!ar 19<'~ 	 Zchelon i~2 (re:;.:;in:lsr of bat t.) 
de:p2.rtei M£'..k c..'o~3.rd 55 l u,{O:-r for 
U. S. 

13 ~,far 19~ - :::chelon '#:2 arri vea. Ca.!trp Parks. 
~oth echelons rejoined• . 

~iQ,?"3: ~r:Jrt1 t~e tir:!e 0 f tllG 5th Special. I s re t-'~rY1.. 
le:t t~e St.9tgS ag2i!1 on its seco!!.G. to'Ll:" overS8.?.. S 2.. 8 a !: ..... If- ..o£:.tt~:.li,~n 
tne on-bIJo.rc. co~ls:l8nt flucttL~~2d g~eatl~r, '.~~it~1 i:'.-c.~c..fts e:-.. d O'.lt­
Q!"2,fts occ ~..lri!"'4.:g li!ltil the last fe~'r dz..:rs 09IO:'"8 d. e 11a~t~e. D.1.:-iTl.i; 
this ti:-:'e, the only de~ac.!::le::lt '·.;~ic~ still ret <1 i !le:. its ic.entity 
'.'lith the 5th S?8ci?.1 
t~e iollc':rin£ los. 

22 Jun 19·'14 :'8-:. ::~l of CD 

'lias CD 251~, '.>'hose n~ve~~ents a.re i:r..cluc.ed. in 

251':; d2:? :.:'te~~ C~:.:".? ?a=:(S 
:For Seattl!!. 	~ ' .:J'.J..I CuD e:c::'s~ition. 

11 J u l 19~~.: J2 t. #2 0 f en 2514: I c,-f)~s.r~ 3d Ce::l:! 
P:.;.r:-':s for Se2.. tt::'e s ?~':C C:E~!... expe.ii ­
tion. Join~d !)9tp-c~~e~_t ">1... 

-2­

5 0 __ ..'3 Lt . 

F. 1. Eol12.n . . in 
cha.rg~ ) ~o::: ., e:l. 

'3 - '{ To:i'AL 

Cdr . Hash r.eva:r- re t'~rned 

t o t n( bat t . and l a t er in 
::r~:-_. 944 ',,'a s p <;'l'!:!"nently 
assi gned O-in-C on 10 
J une 1944. 

-~. 

l ·~ O:;:"""~icers (~t. ~. ~. 
bless field, in charge ) 

4': '? He!!. 

459 TOT.A1 


_1 Offic6~9 (Lt. Cdr. 7. 
~ . Roll~~ i!!. ch~g3 ) 
4 .50 !.! ,::!~ 

_61 ':'::J':i:AL 

fro~ the ).leu t :. -J.S '~:n. :t i l ! t 

2 Of:'i cars ( 2,t . (j ,5) C. O. 
112 ?':9!l ~\1?D.~-:111, i n 
114 ':O'l:"',,!. cc.a:= ge) 

:3 Officors (Lt .(j,; ) C .~. 
88 ~~e::J. JG8li~ in 
91 QOT_~~ Ch.:.r c..a ) 

http:i:r..cluc.ed
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20 Jul 1944 - E~t t. t r,~ s ferrei ==om Ca=? Par:s 16 Officers (Lt . Cdr. F. 
to l..R'RJ3 Port nuene:ne by tra in. Arrived A.~.·') fon L. RO lland, 
21 July 19014. 476 TOTAL Oine) 

25 img 1944 - :22.tt. trans i err.3d to :&":le~vi11e , 19 Cff:,cers 
Ouland, Cr>.l if., to \·{ork ships for 501 ~ : '3 ::l 
}TSD OpJ:l::L"l.d~ Arrived 26 .August 520 Tot~l batt. co~leoent. 

19L14 by train. 

10 SC? 194~ 3att. re~u~ed to J3Rn Port nue~e~e 
'by tre,in. Arrived 11 Se:ptember 1944. ' 

26 Oct 1944 3~tt. de? arted ~33 Port Eiene~e 20 O::ficers (Lt .Cci.r. F.L. 
aboard uSJ:..:2 TOK'CrS for c.ut:, or cr5eas. 11.:1.J!en Holland, or::c) 

494 TOTAL 

11 NoV' 19~1 

17 Nov 19~/..: 	 !)e?2.rtec. Hiln<:l !3c.y for EClle ncHa, 
F:?~ Le:.rte. 

19 ~rov 194.4 	 .Arrivee. Hollanc1.ia, :?::!.~ Le~Tto. 

29 ~Tov 1944 	 De::,nl.rtBd Rolla~clia in convoy for 
l~yte. 

5 !)ec 19,;A 	 3ne::1:' ""ir atte..ckon convoy. 

6 DDC 19~= 	 Arrived. ~acloo.?n, leyte, ,;'..::"1 Guiuan, 

Sa.w.ar • 


~V9 DA~ 19~-4 	 ~;?a.rted Te.cloo8.-"l., Lsyte. 

10 Dec 1901 	 .:....rri'rec. Gu.iu2.n, s.e-l°·,"Iar", ~"1cl d.ise~J?r~ed. 

I:r:D6diately COD.::'.e~cac. sto'Vtlc.orln€ o;?eratiocs. 

15 Dec 19': -: - CD 2514: c'.e]2.rted. ?ort E'.!e ne;.~e for S.?!::. 1 Officer (~t.(jg) C.O. 
Francisco t .:! '.:':i: 5th S~Gci(ll :'~G3. C:~: 3 18J ;·:en 
d&t9.c1'l::1ent b.~c. r8t~n~d. f~O:1 C,[J~~ ex­ 181 ~otal 
peditio~, sr2~.ted leaVe, =e-org~ized. 

10 ?eb 1~5 - ~~t. t~~~J:e~rsQ fro~ Guiu~~ to 
C2~lcoar.9 3~8.l'. 

16 ?~b 19·15 - CD 2514 3.rrivee. C" licoE..."1., S"'1:.?r and re ­
joinsci 5~h Spocie..1. 

-3­
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ali ( SPLCIAL) 	 CO:;'T: 'D• . .~:: 

J. 	J~l 194 5 - 3.:.'1. ttal . on no\'! locntoQ end 0F~:ra ting e.t 

Cal ico~n. Semar, P.I. 


NOT'.t;: 1ro !:.1 the i n :0r.r12.tion so t forth in 3nc 1osure (:. ), - ti!1e::'s.ry of 
5 t h ;\3.vDl Const:-u c tion 30. tt:>.lion (Special ), o f 3u?ers bas i c 

. corres:')0nde~ce, Pers-2122C-C~C/}1.J7.lc (Q:?"'D) , .de.ted. 'I ~'!C:l? 19 ' 0 , 
it is bel iev2Q tc~t 3u?S::'9 is 1L.der the i~pression f ron t:e 
r ecords they h(l"':'e e.t ill.nd. tha t our 5th S:pecia1 lTC:3 dise!TIOar}:..1C\. 
at ':!:'sclo-:J2.ll, Le:rte, 10 Decct','oe:::- 1944, and o:;:Jer atl3J. there tL'1"V 

2 ~':3.rch l SL:5 , nt \/,lich time ",'/8 were de t achecl end r eported at 
GuiuL'\:1, S~'.::'2.r on l~ ~·r8.rch 19~1S. ~hi::; infol"::!atior. s arr0!1G0us. 
but is no dO'..l·~t due . to tt'oa::-Jer ll ol'·3.ers vrh ich were issued ro~rely 

~ ~ 

to clc~ify the a~mi!1istrative a~i o~erationa1 autho~ i~_~s over 
this batte.lion. 

KO~Z: 	 The 2.0C>V~ iti:18::.'sry has 'o6e:1 checked. 2nd e,uthenL': - !-;ed 'oy -:;he Off:~icer­
in-Cbnree of the 5':a. li~,va1 CO.-J.s truction 3attalion "':9 cie.l) . 

15 Octooe= 

http:sclo-:J2.ll
http:dise!TIOar}:..1C
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