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25th Reg. 146 "28th CB 

4-15-46 - *. 0017.811 aaslgn.a4. OlnO ot 25t g. fro Co :veu(BudOoD 1tr to Bupa" 
dated 31 Kar'4 ). 

4-1s,...&4 - 0 r. Buhr assigned tro :BUdocke a.s Exec(hdoCke 1tr to :Supen dated 31 '44). 
4-15-44 - Lt. dr. Scheppen assigned trom Budocke(BudocD ltr to »Upers dated 7 Apr l 44). 
4-1.5-« - Ene. Burelbach, HO~8, Kovioh. Iqucb. Babineon, Oarp. Tl.e, Kerate n, Revell., 

Roberta and Boll as.igne4 trom 28th CB(Budooka itr to :SUpers dated 1 rIM).
5-19-4i - Lt.(jg) D1 hl aa81gn d from 13th :Reg(Comlancmb Itr PI6-4/00 (049/Dn) over 111. o. 

261362 to ubj. officer dated 20 r 144). 
5-19-44 - Lt.Comdr. Frorath assigned from 13th B.eg(Comlancrab Itr Pl~4/00 (049/Dn) -over 11 

10. 81019 to subJ. officer dated 20 Apr l 44). 
6-19-44 - Lt. JoneB.O-V. assigned from 13th Reg(Oomlancr :b Itr PI6-3 (30/Py) over Serial 2456 

to ubj. offioer dated 11 Apr l 44). 
5-19-.(.4 - Lt.(jg) Young assigned from 13th Reg(Comclancrab ltr PI6-3 (30/Fv) over Ariel 

2455 to 8ubj. ofticer dated 11 PI' 144). 
5-19-44 - Lt. :Braheny a8lligned troml.3th Reg.(Comlancrab Itr P16-3 (30/ ) over Serial. 2459 

to Bubj. officer dated 11 1'144). 
5-19-44 - Comdr. Anderson, MO, giT8D aMitio dut)' YUh 25th Beg. from the 8lat( Collll crab 

Itr Pl6-3 (049Ipr) to subJ. offioer - no tel. 
6-3-44 - Off1c r roster ch eked with 1 144 I' port - .Added Lt. Comdr. liobert., Lt. Contel10 

8. Fox, ClO'8, and Lt.(jg) Chalmers. SC• 
• Hall assigned fro 28th CE(28th CB ltr CB28!Pl5-4( ) OV~T JHKjld to subJ. off. 

dtd 9 '/ 144). 
9-44 	- Lt.Co dr. Duxton.DC, assign d from Slat CB(8l 1tr 81 aB/Pl5-4 ov r er. 1267 

over U;Lz to b. oft dtd 14 ~I ). 

http:Duxton.DC
http:aaslgn.a4
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- Offie 'r rOlter reater - Lt .. CO epoers not Ii t • 
t Lt. 00 r. Bu.:rlon. DC. 

8-3-44--1 Jul' report of 13th Reg. - On the 1 t of Jun'44 t e 13th ego too over 11 
.. o. to n s 17 or and th cu.sto~ ot all '00 too tera1a in the Un1 ted Xi gdo 
thus ir 11 tle 25th Reg. for actio in the invasion and operation and for move ent 
to France. en 25th Reg. departed for far hore operations the 13th Reg. t ok 
ell ge of all 25th Reg. e onnel remaininp' or retUl'Iling on near shore. 

8-4-... -0h. Carp. Hurt au from th C:8 (OinO 29th C Itr 16-4/0008 915 dt 23 Jul l 

to aubJ. offloer). 
8-15-44-25th • m intainl tt oli to Co 

for con trnotion and lntenanc r Shore b sel. 
lOath. liith and 146th 0:8'. (00 Seoret e 0 to 

8-15-44-3Oth ( ) lit Sect expect to in the U.K. out 5 AugI44 for A88ignment at 
MAL UDder the 25th Beg. (00 aT. Secret to • H. R. Stark dtd 26 Jul l 44). 

-l5-44-1'b.e 114th O:B 18 expect d to erri"e in t U... about 5 Aug 144 and to b 8se1 ed to 
the 25th • (00 a Secr t emo to .A4m. R. R. dtd 26 Jul'''''. 

1 

44 - 'rh 

date con lsta t. 
on 

1st of the follo 1 . OB'sl 28th, 69th. 81 t, lOSt 
upers de~ rot 

orte to t 13th ~~. 10 Oct l 44.(l 5tb ~nil. cl td 1 ct '4~ 
1" tn Oi.ne J' 8l:3t B r. 196, dt 6 Oct' 
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t r t vi v · • 
11-' -44 

-

12-29-44 

1 Rov'44 report of 25th Reg. - Hdqtrs vere mov ro Oherbourg to on 

11 Oct'44. Report OQvered cthiUea of the tollonn CB' al 28th. 69th. Blat. 

111th, 114th. and 146th. 

25th g. con bt. of t 28t. 69th • 11 th C:B'I 1th hdqtrs e. (Oin 

~5th Reg. Cont. 1 r -lO(GJ :pr 0 r r 0694 dtd 10 ov'44 to Dirl t ocke) 

25th g. excess erson lei of 12 ofl:'. ld 18 ell b in ret rued to .. eTC vievil 


l:D 1 J '45.(00 us vi~r in Europe Sec. ltr 1.3-1 over Sere 002607 to IllO dtd 

7Dc'44). 
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n . th .. Dumbarto ire, Scotland. 
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to r 191.3. 

£0 Cl on 24 Sept 
Slid to provide logi9t1cal. 



2 

or 120 ,. 
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One of t e· princ1pal. s 19nmenta ot the Construct ion Bat
talions t e United Kingdcm "as the asembly or 27 mrnro FERRIES 
for use in the invasion of France. On 15 Im.mer ~943 .the f irst 

h1pnent 0 ntoons had arri , and. assembly ot RHF III was cormnen.c 
t almouthj Cornwall, EnglaDd. Tne work wa.s undertaken by the S1st 

Constroetio ttalion. This i'erry was colll'leted ahort.l\v" after ~ 
emb 1943. ork canmencec1 immediately upon I1HF #2. 

Abo t the middle 0 DecEIIlber, CBD 1006 arrived trom the 
edit rr ean Th tar. This Detachment, having assanbled and operated 

pontoon caws ~lI in the :1.nvnsions o! . oiq and Salerno, were well 
ereed in many ot the pontoon prob~an8. ath the collaboration of 
he lOO6th CBO, the Blat CB, the 13th CR and 00 LANCRABllthPHIB, RHF Ifl 

s subjected to rials and teeta. Certain changea were made to the 
original. des1gn developed at DarlsvU1e. The principal. ohange 

1"8 (a) e11m1n t10n 0 hinged erticd fa:1.rleadJ (b) substitution of 
ad t 

tion or 
too 

d a.y s for the 6O-ton tank ramps provided; (e) utw.za
ne JrI tug in place ot the t 2r/ tugs (d) mounting th. 
propula;i: ita on the t190 aft quarters of the Rhino. 

The as l.y yard at Falmouth s 0. side launc :Lng yard 
c acity pone lx.30 8tr:lng. It had two jor limitat ions. 

ontoon ar arriving £rom the states had to be unloaded. t hrough the 
dJ3r, th harfa1de dried. out t ~ tide. It became 

semblT yards auld be required to meet the 
ccordingly, atter careful survey of all :vailable tea" 

establis.'led. t !Plymouth and DartDcuth. 'lhe l)art.Jlr)uth yard ' 
ca.pa.d.ty and limit tions 'of the Falmouth yard. 'lhe Pl3

uth d cJuld ccommodat t lx;3~ strings at the same time , ·and, 
though launching a not poBsible at low tide, it liaS not blocked by 

incoming cargo. .w. thre yar s were manned by' detalls f rom the 8l.st, 
the lllth CB; the latter having CU"l"1ved from the 
rye .Ina:smuch a.s the same me re to be used to 

sembI t.8 ith1nos, thesa details were hifte 
requir ts of the trainin program. 

The ori co.mro1t nt 0.1' the assembling; ot 27 Rhino 
rr e "a. completed on AprU 15th,· ich happened "to coincide ith 

the dat upon 1il1ch the 25th Regiment took over the administ ration ot 
t l¥ ard.s from the 13th eg1..ment. During this period. of 
1nlt ass blJr, ~'l tasts 0 the Rhino proved su!ficiently successful 
t t t pro am s extlWded" in late Aprll, by ten 8 , bringing 
this total to th1 -aeven. It s further extended. to inclucie fifty-

Call wa • The lOOOt CBD established a provil'ld ground at 
f13', l!omlfall, l!i1 - an, d conducted a.xt8l'lSive testa to eterm1ne 
be t m 0Cl of in llatiDn operation. The cOl.Dc1lience or & 

ix 2X.3 

e 

the lO06th C 

ell 
et th 
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current, t nat acb gr 
of he tidal. be oh e this a cl1f'!1

......- -Lll:I....L"" 	 it was dec:1.d to s1llk 
stages or blisters, to 

GWIIIJ,.I~atratl of sembly" yards revert 
~ t. By reason of the d18tr1but1on' of 
st1nat.1oD ot incam:lng ehipnents, the 

Wld restored to 1ts orig1rial 
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u.6th Const OtiOD ttalion DetaChment arriv: 
DfUzan t unloa.d1ng ot construction materials aI1d suppliea 

d proceeded to construct POL facilities. This included one 6-inch 
u.a.a~ line, 0 4-inch gasoline l.1ne n 4-inch water line, wb.i 

cOmpleted em 9 J • 'lb. connection. l'Ier • uufortunat e.l7. 
10c ted I not acted b7 the GOOSEBElUUES. A 4 z 12 
pontoon !'It.ioD outfitted. provided aenle. tor 

orrlc u :t cliscODvinu due to th wrtiCk~ 
eta ot June 19-21.~'''''AfS th 

De1~b:lumt arriyed on 7 June 
ah c ple.tecl OD 9 Jun • 

Both cau~s two 
- o. 1 having ei t bllsten, 

Juna, per.annal and v:ebi 
ott-loading int t17, vehiclea 

en 6 and 13 dUDftJ 85 ot all 
Bh1:oo 01" eaU8 _. 

t ware not required to "rao 
to bandle c go that. was too 
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'ACllES. 

Sion per10d~ b aCtivities 
PrimBr1l1' of the op ration 

ch pe. 

ch1eVecl 

a. 



on Clnaha Beach s disoontimi 
...,....,.,.",<&.YlIg pierhead . and bridge 

.t.mmiRI B, at ArrOmanchea, Franc • 
eel to (! utb ton. England for 

Hrlif1c1a.l harbor el.elJllDts, reinf'oro 
GOOSEBERRIES at Omaha, the G()()SF,.o 

gl.ve s rv1ce thl'OuStout the remainder 
J tfer1ng damage during 
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~_NKI eXtensive damage. 
een largely demol1-ahe<l 

h.1I,.v,.-:l..... au were general.l1' 
QrUlitb.ltantia.l.lT intact. wi 

'e~,*~rthe water and power plant 
~11'J.l1UIiI or repair. nl 

[!8DLY.L19tIa tha the Port ot 
Anrrr, ,mo 
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Ae 1 ev1f.1eJlt fro a reY.1.e or the foreaoiDg, the Fin
cipa.L act1T.l.t1es ot the 25th U. S. av8J. ConetructlDn Regiment 
consuted of t foJ..l.o1l1ng: 

.L. 	 Construction am tra1il1ng prograa in the lln1te4 KingQC1Il. 

2. 	 Bh1DD Ferry aD1 Cw operations and ma:intenance ill 

Fnmce. 


3. 	 Coilstruct10n and main'temnce of NaYa.L beacb tac1.L1t1ee 

on Om.aba aD1 Utah, France. 


4. 	 DIstaJ..1at1on of ltIJLB.ERRY on Omaba BeM.c:.b" France. 

5. 	 Behab1l.1tation or uist1llg atruotu:reB ano new CCIlstruC

ti.on to aCCQDIIDOaa.te navaJ. operating fac1.Utiee at Cbe~ 


bourg" Nantes, Ouais alii LeHavre. (Minor 1nstaJ.1at1.ons 

were proT.i. - at Granville, lLor.1.a:iX am Paris). 


6. 	 l4aintenance and. operat:J.on ot &.U. nava.L8hore facU:l:t.:l.ee 
in France. aIIi installation and operation or a.ll. U.S.Navy 
P.O.L. 	appUI"tert.l:LnCes• 

.An a &tract or the ctata subJDitteci berein rave&J.s the Kollow
ing statistical 1.ni'orDlii:t.ion" gL"NO in baN fom to eatabJ.isb. the 
core, &II it were, tor the 2)tb U. S. Naval Construction Regl.mant 

in France, en<1ing with its ci.ec&et1vation 30 November J.944 by 
COIIJSBA.SFRANCE Secret Despatch .J..O.lllil. Nowmber, as approncLb7 
QlI) Secret. D1apa'tcn J.J.l957 NovEmber, mel CCl(NAVEU Secret D1spa:t.ch 
l.).L246 N bar, 

CARGO - Han<Uec1 b,y Bh1no Ferries over Omaha alii Utah Beaches• . 

Veh1.elea Bu.lJc Carep 

c June to 2.i. October 422,J.~5 tons 
Peak ~ d.ur1ng Iavasl.ou Period. 8,OS" tou 
Pe d.Iq" during Fol.J.D1r-Up PeriOQ 2,8')7 tons 
Average per tJ;q tor per.i.OQ oper~ 

t1. of beacbes (lJb da,ya) 3,J.OO tone 

RHINOS - Thirty-el.gbt Rb.1nos were 1D operation tor trom 81% to 
eigbt. th.s, aD1 were lLLtlmateJ.y d.1BposeCl or as t ·oJ.J.ows: 

Operati e, to LsHavre and. Cherbourg 
CoJ19'ertecl to :t.1.O&ts 
~ eel~ foundered Or lost at. 

.u Rb1ms 
16 Bhinoa 
.u. Rbi,m)s 

http:per.i.OQ
http:Iavasl.ou
http:D1spa:t.ch
http:facU:l:t.:l.ee
http:operat:J.on
http:aCCQDIIDOaa.te


During the periOG of operations on the be~hes these Rhino. 
were eucceUf'~ oper&~ 1D five to six toot. seas ana were ma1J1
ta:wed. Witil a ramarK~J.T low mint.enance tor about th. first siXty 
~. Ultimatel¥, however, tie roa yokes Cletormea a..rn sJ.l.ppec1; con
sequentl.;r cruBh1Dg tne 8l4ea or th pontoons. Alternate stresse. 
ot' the ea contn tea. to cr.reta.lJ.isa'tiou and ta:LLure 01' the Rh1ntJ 
8Jlg.I.i ,ancl the sl4ea aM bottoms or the pontoons c1eYe.Lopecl rust. ho!••• 
The outboarc1 units perf'ormea. succe8~ except in the heaV seas, 
wh "due to air exposed pus1t1OD, tn...,. wera droWJltM1 outo. 

In tbe COIlat.ru.ction ot the pgDtoon equipD.eDt, inc.1Ud1ng
BlUDo., cau88lflq'8, tuge, cam.eJ.s, barge &nI1 pontoon f.Loats, ~,806 
pontoons wre ueect. 

1!l1'ou. t the entire preparat10D tor ana participation in 
the iDVa81OD, aDCi in the cintiopment 01' capturec1 porta that follow , 

bol'd:1na.te COWSMnd8 of the 25th USf ConAruction Reg1ment iDc.Lwi 
e 8J.et., J.08tb, iJ.J.tb Batta..L:Lona" ~OOottl CB Detachment, 28th, o9tG, 

.1J.4.t.h, .L4bth BattaJ.1 , 3~ Spec1aJ. USHea and caw'. bZI, 028 a.m

o2j, 8D1 ttl 8 t at' the Reg,:l.mnt reached totaJ.e as to.u.oo: 


.ul\Ill.... (6). 

3800 requirecl tor usfJDlb,Q' anc1 operatiOll April 
;SOU requ:L tor InTasiOD &lpJlUrt June 
~ nqllind tor d.eftlopa t ot captured. Port.e Ang-Sept,. 
ZIOO requi tor Complet1oa of Ports ~ 
190 requil'eci .tor Ila1ntClance of Ports of Prance Declllib r 

In the training peri.o<l that preceeGec1 invaai, 'JJ'(J 
1'1'.1.0 ra of tbe )BOO -1p.a. were traiDeCi iD the c:bIties each 

a to riOl'S 1D t • 1Irt'aa:i.o • 

BOOSING AND FAC~I 

In t e periDcl t b J to JU Koyamer housing and other 
i.cw.: 1e were pzov.1.ded ror .iJ.05 o.rricer. anci 5'hO a:U18tea per8CUIIle.1, 
or a to1ial or 70» 1D. the ports clrIe.&D 1D. rnnceJ 540U naTaL 
perlC)lUla.L 3COO atom aiaQ batt.Le C&ale I., or a tota.L or 9000 
on 0IiI6Iba - Q Ut..h Beadle.J or &MlsiD& taci.Ut.i•• wen pl'OY.i.aeG for 
a to'kl ot 16,055 :Y&.L per8c)JlIle.L in r ce. 

CASJAL IESI 

III 1'e~ tbe recap1tulat1o of C&8Qa.Lti 8 ( igure 7). 
0Il.L7 21. dead re reportecl, :3 ai.S8iDg and 61. 'IIOUD<lecl. Thi. low' 

. record Il8iY be largeq attributed to th tact that Bbinoa proncted poor 
targets tor IJUl tire to low t .board, absence of auperstmct 
and. eba)]". clratt. Another factor cODtr1but1ng to the low caauaJ.t;r 

http:bol'd:1na.te


28 

rate II the :lndoctr1nat1cm of per J. prior to bal'ldDS tor t 
1Iwam. 0 

OOJruJiNDATIONS AND AWABDSa 

Figure 8 is recap1tlllati of coumenclat,1Dns and c/o warc1s 
that are aat1e to penonne.1. of the 25th NaYa.l Construct1onRegiment.. 
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