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302I1d C.B. 
to tion - Qaml 

8-10-44 - Detachment. 1035 t 1038. 1039, 1043. end 1054 arebe1ng combined to form Wand O.l!. 
(CND 1tr to Distribution L18t ' Op3D-2C[14/nm over (SC)P16-1/QaS over Doc. 12661~ 
over Ser 01160030 dtd 20 Jul l 44). 

9-15-44 - 302nd CB became effect1ve26 Aug l 44 with Lt. Comdr. Dallas as 01nC.(Cincoo Con£. 
d1sp. 092045 UeR 5241 to ONO dtd 10 Sep 144). 

L0-14-~ - 1 3e~ l44 repo~t of 8th Rae. - Dp.tachment~ 1035 . 1038, lO~9 ~nd 10~~ 10qt their 
t4entlty on 26 A~I44 and r~ported to the batt on thpt d tAo Det. 10E4 ~ not 
received orders to re~ort to the b~tt but ~ ba~ cFrried ~or onp.~atiDF-· ·n 
administration purposes as PArt of the b~tt until the OinC ~nd men on orward 
onel'Fltlon return when thev will be attec .~d to the bE'tt. 

0-18-44 - ~t. 1035, l03S {Uld 10'19 of 2nd OB i no lon ,<! r t Pearl Herbor( 00 4 C'..l 
042028 liOR 17923 to C:U dtd q Oct ' 44). 

1-1:--44 -- T.t" 3n?n CB is c8St·, t t, Z6th _I! .( c "'9 r~o!'1) cflt S c. lir -. - C· 
-r. 001008 to 0.:0 (! trl 4 {"". 144) • 

L-1 44 - The ~()2ud CB is locat-d t Pearl Hhr. ( Oorn ld. 
(ltd 11 Nov 144) . 

l-17-44 - 1 Oct 144 report ot 302nd OB - Following are on forward BJDphibioU8 operation: 
Operation f4 - Det. 1054 with 24 officers and 346 men. 
Operation 15 - 16 officers and 262 men. 
Operation IS - 18 officers and 512 men. 
Report endorsed b7 36th Regiment. :Batt report. one caaua.lt1' on 17 Jun l 44 bUe 
aboard LSI! in Marianna. ope~tion. 


1-21-44 - GD.iJ lOn4 of CB 30:! i 1 M.t - t P~l~liu. (r... JooP,.', 111 ''', dis '-­
iCP. 173~8 dtd 17 iOV I ~.). 




11- . 44 - Lt. Co .... McGaragh.en order to tech nt of 30~ d C! 
oonsisting of 16 officer. and 510 0. and to proceed to a Terb 1~ designate 
port d upon arrival to report aDd a aUDl regular dutiee. (CO Lqte conf. 1 tr. 
to officer dtd 2 Nov' ) 

12-8-M - 1 ov'44 report of 3O::lnd CB .. 1038 en are on forward ph. operatio - so~ ~~ 
1fhlc U8 reported ret 1l-""!1ing to .Batt. Det. 10 _ bE> not reJY.)rtl?d to the att 
as yet being on a forward amph. operation. Hdqtra Sectbn (1 off. gnd 3 mon) 
of this Detachment ~e rking ith the ~att on the pr~~ent base. 

la-B-44 - Aecording to Co 3rd Amph ~orce Can. 1st d. to NAB 3201 conf. Itr dtd 2 Oy 
to Lt. Comdr. J.J. MOGaraghan, he and officers nnd men in his cha e. ort d 
9 Noyl44. 1st End. dtd 9 lovl44. 

]~-15-44 - On 20ct l 44 a unit of Det. 1054. consist1nt of 10 ff. d ln1 .n.rec'd ~~ r 
to be tl"P.n .perred to a rear area.· The@e o~ficerc and men lere memberll of th~ 
pontoon barge end cauge~ platoons who Innded during the a8~-?u1t ph~!le .,f th~ 
operation from IID" .Day (15 ~p'44) to ltD" plus 2. md 0 erated continuou"ly unt 1 
2 Oet'44. Data. 1035 pnd 1038 C::u!l9 bn:!'rd from A~ Island. (OinO ?.est. Hr 
to Comtnch Pao Flt dtd 10 ~vl44 - report on unsatis aetorJ m ssine ab~e~i the 
U.d.A.T. C~~. Can90) 

1-11-45 - 1 Dec l 44 report of 302nd CB - Operated pontoon structures on invpqion of fel~llu 
from 15 'ep to 12 Nov'44. Operated pontoon structures on invasion of Angaur 
from 17 Sap to 6 Oct'44 . Operated pontoon 8t~~Cturcs on 1nvp-sion of Leyt~ froc 
Jig plus 1 to unlmown day. 

1-30-45 	- 1 Dec l 4a4 report of PAD "'1 - 3 0:f'!'1cers and 102 men of the 302nd ell '" re r.u.arter d 
with PAD 11 from 12 Nov to 1 Dec'44 in connection with assemblY of equi ~ent 
for their unit. 

G- 6-45 ­

2- 7-46 ­

2-1&-45 ­

~-13-45 ­

?-13-45 ­

a-13-45 ­

:>-16-45 ­

:?-1?-45 ­

- 3 5 ­

3-10-45 ­

302nd: C.B. 

1 Jan l 4S report of the 8th Erg. - 4? officers and men on forwe.rd amnh oper~t 0 • 

Copy of letter of commendation to ohleof the o~!'icera of this b~tt or ervtc 8 

OinO of a Pontoon B.e.rge unit d.uring t e 8ssP.ul.t ar.d C8I,ture of .~ipan from 16 J 
to 9 Jul l 44 Alld d.uring the as ~u1t a. capture of Tinian from 24 Ju1 tc;, 1 . '44. 
1 Jan l 45 report of the 302nd OB _ located in Hawaiian rea. Report endorse by 
the 36th Regiment. 472 men are on a forward &mph. operation. 
1 Jan l 45 report of PAD #1 - 3 off. and 102 men of the 30211d CB Detachnent 'hl) 
were qD.A.Ttered with PIJ) '1 the la.st half' of Rov l 44 dsl,arted 2 D c l 44. 
Adcoophlbspa.c con!. dis1) to Cinc-oo, ~ InS14 Jan '45 - reCl11.ats the.t Cl3D 102? 
and 103;' compoa.d of 10 o~'f cers and lon m n b. or r.d to Hawaiian Area:" r _ 
for con o l inat1on into th 302ud CB. 
Cinco:)£'. conCllr wi t.l AdCI)'ltOnibsnac :-'10614 Jan '45. (Cin~"Do com. (1 i~n t 
Feb 145). 
CNu coni. dhp to Cin ;po .... 071?45 F b '45 - wm In?? r 1" d to ATb Li ttl 
CDD 103l and 1032 r.tllrning to Dnv i ville - n a d 13.4.th CB (Po toon) ­
n gativ. ur O?0031. 
Th~ 302nd OB(~ t) i~ Inrpt d At Luzon.(Ct)~s r?fIt ~ c. ~ 
Fb l 45). 
!Dhe 30Enn CB h locat d .. t P arl Hbr. (Co:n 1A .. c; rl i to ,rq ()Rlf')lc' 

1 Heb'45 report of the 36th Reg. - d tacbment of the 302nd ~D.~onsi 1ng 0 _ 

477 off. and ~en. h~ve .been on fo rd 0 ernt10ns rt'c1~t1n~ in the in 
of Leyte and Luzon. 


1 Jeb l 46 report ot 302nd OB - location not given. End. b7 36th Beg. "77 off. 

aDd. n on torward amph. operation. 
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off. and 32 men were det. on tempdu wi th 30~d on on 5 D c. 44. 

Majuro, 

t 
Guam 

on Pelel! . 
Angaur - ;;. 

, 

!l ,t.eyte 
0 B- Fir t teu daye of March Blat ob fur sh d er.. · f 

pErtlr.l a -

30Bnd 03 - lOeAted At C 10 men t nsfd fo r 
transfd for 1 ~ve And reas i~ nt. 131 ~ep1 
from the mph ~orce8 reuorted for t eop uut . 

ec rela fjeQ. 
~1 

1 - off.:.: ;-1 
on I ,le .~n ~ f t - -" info -1 VP'p 

OFnu . H F.iqn I s1 nds. (1 ~A~tl.5 rpn~rt J 

,,02nd C..B. 

3-30-45 - 1 Jan f 45 report of the 24th Reg. - 19 men of tb 102I!d CB with a Pont. D • 0 


the 302nd CB. 1 

4- 9-45 - Op tion of the 302nd CB. 

31 JAn 144, - bded on 
17 Jun' - 1 d on S 1 

~ 	 24 Jul l 44 - ande on Ti 

21 Jul t 44 - landad on 

15 Sep'44 - lande 

17 ep J 44 - landed on 

29 9~J ~44 :- lan~od O.


4-17-45 - 1 Apr145 report ot 81 t 

400 men dally to a8sist the 302ndCB. 


4-17-45 - 1 Aprl4,5 report of the 302nd OIl - located at Intrepid Pt and Wa.ianae. The 81 t 
OB and 302nd OB supplt!d Amph Forces Pontoon Assembly Yd with menpower du=1ng 
March. The 81at CB was 8 cured trom the yard on 10 fI.areh. 

4-18-45 - 1 Apr l 45 report of the 36th jip~. _ T e 302nd DB is operating end lIlRint .. tn theIII' 

pontoon 8ssembly yard and (".emp at Intrepid Point. OAhu. Is oper2t tIll! under the 
rear chelon of the 36th ~g. Units of the batts of the 36th Reg. are 
1Jlg in fond operation.s under COJ'llTlpnd of the Ampb. Forces. Hq of 302 io Pt ()~ 

5-7-45 - 1 Marl46 report of 119th as - Det ehment at 11 offer '" 32 II "orkin« *h 302 

returned to 118th CB on 5 7 b t 45. 


5-19-45 - 1 MarI 45 report of the 36th Ree;. - On Z4 Feb'45. 1~ off . fOnd 181 Jren of th@ 

302nd CB retd from a forwd amph operation, the remainder of the ~roup which 

consisted of 273 men was expected to return within a ~e·.., days e.fter +}le 1ft. 


toe, tion- Intr~pld Foint 	 3O.2nd.QB 

5-21-45 - 1 '45 report ot the 36th Reg - 302nd aB 11 continuiDg to operate under a re 

eehelon of the 36th Reg & 11 aperatinc &aaemb1y 'yard in HavaU.an I.lands. 


5-.GG-4!i - 1 Mart 45 report of the 302nd CB - located at Intrepid pt e 8 of 1 !-larch. End. :r 

36th lteg. nnd 8 th Erg. 


5-23-45 - 1 May l 45 report of the 302nd OB - Completely o~erat~d the Amph Forcco Pontoon 
A9sembly Yard at Intrepid Pt during April. Detachments w rB on :orwd on ~tlon ' 
at Okinawa during April. Report Pond. by 36th Rp~. nnd 5th Erg. 

6-15-45- 1 Jun'45 report of the ~02nd CB - located at Pontoon An ,embl~ Y~rd. Oahu. : ~vr~ 
vie 36th Reg And 5th Brg • 

7-1~-46 - 1 Jul'45 report of the 36tl:. Reg - ThA .r;Jontoon AS!'lembly Yd. He i nn J. 1~!)~­
g,ted by thA ~02nd CB under a rear echelon of the 36th Reg. 

0-13-45 - 1 Aug'45 report of th 

dischArge; 65 e 

4 off. and ;3 men 

~~th Reg and 5th Brg • 


•-l4-4E - 302nd ell has b 

:-1';-45 ­ rt c ro 

to 36 til i1e~ f')T eLI t:' 

.J - 1l:! - 5 - 30Znd CB is located un _ 


10-4-45 - Cincpoa approve. inact1Tatlon of 302nd CB. (Cincpoalg conf apdltr(end) eer 03316 

d td 23 Se~ 145 to Comservpac).

10-8-4..5 _ 
r8~::~cd~g~e:~Jjt;n:;~iog~3~tadl~B$e~~~!g~'8iE~~'~8 Clncpoel s SF lroval. 

http:HavaU.an
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10 tion - Intrepid Point 30 d C:e 

10-10-45 - Inacti~ tion 302nd C~ 1s dir tod upon comFletion ot di 
(Comservoac con! 1t r :s rInform Comeervpac when tne.cti vaUoD is oompleted. 

0550a dtd 4 Octl4~ to 30 d CB). 
1 -1 -45 - 1 Oct '45 rEP ort of C)6th Reg. - 36th Re • at tea. t bat the 02nd. CB wa <l t c ad. 

fro th 36th g. on 15 Sept'45. 
10-1&-45 - 1 00 '45 report ot 302nd OB - location not stated. 48 men reo1d from ~c~tA 

Pearl Barbor, T.R •• the men have over 41 pOints & are awaiting necess r,y points 
for di8oharge. 149 men rec'd es replacemen~e. IS8 men transferred to U.~. for 
disoharge. 308 men transferred for leave & reassig:nment. 

11-15-45 - 1 Nov l 45 report of 302nd CB - location not tated. 30 men recld duri ~ Oot. 75 
men transferred fa' disaherge •. 

12-27--15 - 1 D o'45.report of ~02~a CB - loc ted at Intr nid Pt., T.R. 
1;3-28-45 - ~02nd CB was tnactlv d on 10 D~o'45. (OinO, 302nd CB 1 r scr 1161 dt 1 U ,-­

to Oomaervpac). 

I "t"'.l'TV6TP1) 

ON BOARD 
ORICERS AUTHORITY~ HF:m 

Combined. o. R9:", ....t!l r,,! D t.1 AugI44 64 11:!2 --r 1043 & 101 Sepl¥- 39 766-~' 1035. 1038, lOZ9. 
~,1 Oct'44 38 .. 795 MO~·" 1 Nov t 44 38 800 maR 

1 Nov t 44 25 373 - ..:l&.l ,t!1s4- }.{oR 

1 Dea'44 62 1104 MoR' 
1 Jan'45 61 1070 MoR 
~ !t~~H-
1 Apr 45 if Ian II 
1 ",,'45 55 1036 ImP625 &:R 

1 Junl 45 64 1133 !1P625" Jl 
1 Jul,l45 52 1085 lINP625 /.; R 
1 Aug 45 51 1132 BNP625 & R 

' 1 S"-ot't,.5 890 3:?S ,5 
1 Oot'45 668 BNPSa5 
1 Nov l 45 19 R 
1 Dec' 45 11 17~ ENP625 (I; R 

303Ild Conatruct1on Battalio ) 



30 CB to fro 

!l!U! Left A:8D 
Det 1035- 11 Dec' 43 
Det 1038- 2 r b'44 
Det 1039- 22 Dec l 43 
Det 1043- 19 Jan'44 
Det 1054- 3 Jul'44 

t 44:the follow 

~t Arr'd LOOt Loe. 
late Dec l 43 P.E. 

9 ?eb'M P.R. 
P.li. 

bout 1 Feb'44 P.H. 
10 Jul'44 (left P.R. 

for Rue ell 17 JUl·44) 



Mr. Pearson 
4-6-67 mh 

'- United States Naval Construction Battalion 302 

One of the most unique Seabee groups which fought in the Pacific in 

Worls War n was Naval Construction Battalion 302. 

The 302nd Battalion was formed at the onaloa Seabee Base, Maui, 

T. H. , August 26, 1944 by combining five Construction Battalion Pontoon 

Detachments into a construction battalion. 

The detachments chosen were the 1035, 1038, 1039, 1043, 1054, 

rugged outfits which had already racked up enviable reputations fer combat 

assaults on beaches in the Marshall Isla nds, Saipan, Guam, Anguar and 

Pelel1u. Officer in Charge of the new battalion was Lleutenant Commander 

Willia m B. Dallas. Named as executive officer was lJeutenant Commander 

Jack ].McGaraghan.. 

Apparently the 302nd was quickly gotton ,together because trained 

and experienced veterans of beach assaults were needed for the invasions 

of the Philippine Islands. The detachments Wfr e gathered up from their 

scattered outposts in the South and Central Pacific and returned to Pearl Harbor 



and the Seabee training base on M u1 to prepare for the great invasion. 

The code name for the Leyte portion of the Philippine invasion was 

Mustketeer, King U. However, prior to the Philippine assault, the battaion 

on August 1, 1944 started work on assembly and loacUng of 31 pontoon 

causeways for a propo ed assault on Yap ISland, code named operation 

Stalemate, Phase II. Many battalion personnel were still 1n the Marianas 

following their work in Operation Forager. WhUe these men trickled back 

to the HawaUan Islands, the Officer 1n Charge directed the executive officer 

to form a detachment for the Yap Island assault. This detachment formed 

the crews of 31 LSTs barge carrying parties which would assist a platoon 

to assemble two large pontoon causeways to bridge the Wide coral fringes of 

Yap Island. In all 510 men composed the detachment. The detaohment was 

divided into two parts, one for each causeway and embarked for Yap. 

Enroute to the staging area, the battalion was ordered to ,01n the Southwest 

PacifiC forces forming for the assault on Leyte, the Yap assault being caneeUed. 
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The caus ways assembled by the battalion were revised into 4 x 30 

barges to transport cargo ashore. H-hour for A-day was 1000 in th 

Philippine assault, October 10, 1944. The battalion's LSTs arrived off 

Leyte at 0130. 

The assault operation for the detachment wes div1ded into three 

locations. A unit was a sIgned to Group Amph1bious Forces for beaches 

Yellow and Violet. The group assIgned to Group 6 Amphibious Forces operated 

on BLue-Orange beaches. 

Yellow-Violet beaches group of the detachment went ashore with their 

pontoons at Jig hour plus one and began building a pier for unloading at 

Dulag under enemy fire. Other pontoons were rIgged into cargo carries. 

The unit remained on the beaell until A-plus 8 when 1t was sent to 

TacloOOn, Leyte. Ca sua1ties were 4 men wounded. 

The Bll)e-Orange beache~ unit went In with the second wave of the 

assault and began unloading L8T8 with cargo carrylng pontoons made up from 

the broken up causeway previously slated for Yap. Eight barges were assembled 

3 




and put into operation on /1-day. On A-plus 1. the number of barges increased 

to 20 with independent propulsions units movi ng them over the water from 

ships to shore. The unit also built several cUagonal unloading causeways 

which had to be revised to sborter causewerys in order to increase unloading 

room on the beach. The Unit built causeways and a large pier to the extent 

that a11 cargo w1th the exception of one transport unit had been unloaded 

In two days. Casualties from enemy action were light. 

In both beach operations, the high surf plagued the detachment, 

ripping apart causeways and piers, dalJlaging cargo carriers and wrecking 

propulsion units. The detachment overcame all difficulties and little or no 

cargo was delayed due to any pontoon fa ilures. FollOWing the Leyte invasion 

the detachment was sent to Hollandia, New Guinea to regroup. 

After replaoements filled empty holes in the ranks of the detachment, 

preparaUons were made on New Guinea for the invasion of Luzon at Lingsyen and 

San fabian. The detachment was still under the command of Lieutenant 

Commander Jack McGaraghan, veteran of Kwajaleln, Saipan, Timan and Leyte. 

4 




.. 


Attack group Able under Lieutenant Og) R. L. Stephenson, CEC, USNR, was 

scheduled to go ashore on Crimson and Yellow beaches, Linuayen. Attack 

group Baker was assigned Green and Orange beaches under Lieutenant A R. 

Singleton, CEC~ USNR, and had 10 L8Ts to carry pontoons and causeways. 

thIs was supported by five other L8Ts carrying pontoons t~~'lD l1andl1ng.' 

The San Fabian attack force under Lieutenant {jg) I., ·. Bold, CEe, USNR, 

carried five causeways on three L8Ts and a Large group of 3 x 7 and 3 x 12 

pontoons on. Tht"s force went ashore at White beach at Group Baker. Group 

Able under Lieutenant (j9) K. McDonald went into Blue beaoh with eight 

LSTs. 

/ 

The detachment sustained casualties from enemy mortar and art1llery 

fire but was not deterred from fulfilling a SSignments. In the first few hours 

of operations numerous LSTs were unloaded to give logIstic support to Army 

invasion lnfantry. The Army cooperated with the detachment, lending the 

landing force bulldozers and other equlpment to facilitate operations. The 

day following the invasion h1gh surf wrea ked ha voc with pontoons , ca useways 

.­
. ~ 



and plers, but the detachment mam:tged to keep the beach gear in repair so 

that operations in unloading went smoothly. 

Mter completion of the Ungayen Gulf land1ngs and operations, the 

detachment was sent back to the Hawal1an Islands for rest and replacements. 

The men of the 302nd Battalion had participated in four major assaults in less 

than six months and the ranks were depleted with casualties and fatigue. 

Eleven men had been killed in action and 89 officers and men were wounded. 

In a confidential letter, Comma nder Plichta, Force CIvil Engineer for 

Commander, Amphibious Forces, Pacific Fleet recommended relief for the 

battalion as 'IDallas' outfit, the 302nd Battalion, was badly shot up and 

would need 40% to 50% replacements.-- " 

The bulk of the men in the battalion spent the remainder of the war at 

the Seabee Amphibious Force Pontoon Assembly Center, Intrepid Point, 

Pearl Harbor. The battalion was deactivated 15 December 1945 at Pearl Harbor. 
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ITINERARY OF THE 302nd NAV.\L CONSrnUC'rION BATT,\LION 

26 Aug. 1944 For.med at Pearl Harbor from the following: 

Det. UNIT- LIWT U.S. DATE ARlHVm P. U. 

1035 11 Dec. 1943 late Dec. 1943 

1038 , 2 Feb. 1944 9 Feb. 1944 

1039 22 Dec. 1943 

1043 19 Jan. 1944 About 1 Feb. 1944 

1054 3 July 1944 10 July 1944 

(1054 left Pearl Harbor for Russells 17 July 1944 

and engaged in forward operations as detachment 

of the 302nd Construction Battalion). 

15 Sept. to Operated pontoon structures on invasion of Pe1eliu. 
12 Nov. 1944 

17 Sept. to Operated pontoon structures on invasion of J\ngaur. 
6 Oct. 1944 Same operations on invasion ot Leyte. but date unknown 

1 Jan. 1945 Located Oahu with 472 men on forward amphibious 
operatiOD at Leyte and I..uzon. 

Apr. 1945 Detachments at Okinawa 

1 Sept. 1945 Located at Oahu, Hawaiian Islands• 

N6TE: 	 This itinerary based on records available in C.D. Operations 
and Personnel Section of llureau of aval Personnel. 



• • • 
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