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139th CB 
rOTC - Davi9vill~ 
:aD _ Hu n".ne 
te-dy Dat - 25 Feb' 45 
,eft ABD - 20.26 Apr'45' 2.17 145 
10 tion - Ok1na;w 

1-?0-45 - Dav1svi11~ ordered to tr ...l!'lfl'"r th~ 1. I?th CB to Hu n~me on bout::; Ffllb 1.1.5. ( ! ' ~or.f'.J 

disp to -C~C Dkvisvi11e 131715 dtd 14 Jan l 45). 
1-31-45 - The l39th CB vill be available for SamRr 25 eb l 45 from Huen me. (C~O Sec D1 p 

Com7?lt 181805 dtd 19 Jan'45)
2.-7-45 - om a'P1)rov 8 the ~seiP:llm nt 0-:' the 139tl]. GE to lVE.(C,( con! . .i~!1 to 

Oinepo~ and Oom7flt ~91535 dtd ~~ J '45). 
2-1~(-S - Tit l39th c:B d nert d Davi <I rill ~or Hn.. n :' b 145 it 1 ..... o. f 

( CfC ~vi~vill- T~ 07~1~? F b'.5 to bU · fIIrs). 
26-45 - The 1~9th CB will be re dy for BIVE 25 Feb t 45.(Cominch S c. di9p to C1ncpoa 2221~ 4 

Feb '45). 
3-&-45 - The l39th CB 11 destined from nn. (C1nctloa P .H. Sec. dis'O to Collinch 04040 ridS) 
4-26-45 - The 139th CB. 19t Ech. de"OArted Huenetll for oversea 1 ttl 12 0 f. Bnd 565 men 

on 20 Apr' 45. (Hueneme Conf Diep 240409 Apr t 45 to Bupers) 
5- 5-45 - 1 off. And 85 men of the lZ9th CB departed Hup.neme for a ereese on 2 l~ 145. 

(Hueneme Coni Disp 0:32105 Jot to Bu r9) 
5-11-45 - 2nd ~chelOD. c nsist1Dg of 8 o~f. And. "11 J:1en de rted l:!uflneme fa'" a rs n 

26 Apr l 4.l). (lluenem con! a,is!) 272323 A"Or'A,'5 to Bupers) 
5-G "-4b _ Last echelon of th 139tl de rted 17 Mny'4fi for OTerge~8 ith 2 o f!. 

2~7 men. (Ruena e con! diRp 181~47 M~I~n to 3u rs) 
6- ~-4S _ 1 U\ '4 report of D1r ,cdoCk P sh.,ws the 1~9tb 63 E'nrnut 
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1 2-45 - 1 ept l 45 report ot 139th CB. Location not stated. 
10-18-45 - lOot 145 report 0 f 139th CB. -loost ion not stated. 
12-12 5 - CO]. 0 in C'l \tnorit r t o in tiv.. t l ..!:th OB. 

Dec I _5 to COIl18 rvtlfl.c). 

1_2-4 - 139th CB wee inactiv te on 28 Dec'45. (C~O], 0 inP. 
 dis 

C 
incpo, .) • 

ComaEir ;:\0) • 
1-29 ~5 - .:l De"'4: !"eport ,,! l'7~'''h OB - loc"'tion not st1'ted. 
2-20-46 - Final re-oort of l39th. OB - looated a.t Okinawa. Mejor1ty of personn 1 being 

transferred to Guam. Report dated 28 December 1945. 
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DATE. 

1 Mar l 46 
1 Apr'45 
1 MeJr'45 

1 Jul 1 45 
1 Aug l 45 
1 ;:)~pt 145 
1 Oct '~5 
1 Nov l 45 
1 n 0'45 

ON :BOm 

OFF. !§R 

1217 
1231 
1215 

1003 
1183 

24 11..3 
21 1061 
18 880 
26 1481 

IDTr[OR!TY 
BNP625 
BliP626 
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PACIFIC CRC~SING 

Friday morning, April 20, 194.5, found the fir5t. T!:chelon of the 139th NCn 
8<\gll,iltg under .tUll packs, r.ed rolls and military belongings, lined up on the 
r:::Cl'elltion court of Area H, Camp Rousseau, 1n ,iovial mood, awaitin~ t.ransportllt1on 

l;u\t. would start it on the long anticipated .iol.,rnev t" Island rrx". Efficiently 
di.':patched into echelonfl of trucks, led bv ~creeching siren: slnf'.ing: healthy 
,·.U St.l(~5 and shouted goodbyes to port workers of tha opposite S6X encountered 
';'l!mr: tbe rodi;: brought it to Pier 2 ann. the serenelv awaiting MS Yot.a Agoeng 
1.idJ alongsidl:l. Certclinly not tl-t-:: smallest, yet dvm.rt"ed by liberties in si~ht, 
i',t:~' L!riLl'ukhn }jght f:rey colo::- sud.led a clean D1.lt.rh welcome notunlike a better
d'I;;;.'l bY'ot.ht)}- i. adillll might, offer her dangerous "!.:1 res wit h full knowled~e of 
plr.'F..~·.lr.... blr. r.':cul'ity• 

.'}j'le._ of t.!If~ Hetherla.'1ds Lerchant :·arine, und'-lr stern but twinl(ling-e~ed 
~[.i"tid!j On::.t..i "g.• had c£\rried many and varied, ~tr::ln~~ and exotic,' carn;o and 
~:·: ." .. I;nL'''!r·!;. ,·.....::cri for a town in southern Sumatra, the J(ota A~oeng, which 
~.):IJ')I.I'1l.~cai1y dimple means, IIBig Town", plied hor trade hetween Holland and 
.·..-;L'1:~!1:! ami t.hu East Indi8s. In her hold." hut?;c ta.nl<s wh:i ch fOTfoerlv carr:ied 
('i/:1J:'"11\t. oil ;'\o·.~ werl3 filled with fresh wRter for the 1')'1~ Pacific vo'.'ap,:ei the 
!;;;",;.cu us~d to arorr.atill :.pices and bales of fine silk~:, now s:tlent.l,r P.ll,l·r~4'~ed 
V":';"f cartO(H, of j( ratj ons £Inri. drab canvas tents. The main deck, which freouently 
),,; it t~l(; Sl)ft-~;l:i.PllE,red "relid a.nd brilliRntly echoed the kalaidoscopic coloring 
cd' :·c,hiUlk'ncd<.Ln pilgrims bound for Leeca, now fl~lt the heavv Urrust of GI ~hoe5 
'if,.) set:ri,ud :.lol:Jb~r in the olive 'Sl",.~eo ma~9 of these unpredictable SO·~bCC5. 

I't l·'O~L!':i with this section of Uw 139th wore tho entire 36th Special Ba.ttalion, 
i.;.:,J dct/,(:hrr.e:nt" of th,~ )rd Sp~1cilll Hatta110n and Lion P, cOlllpris:\ n~ liS fJ8.sScngers 
:'~ ' :'... If·50 rrWll and 3n oft'leer:). The 5(.5 lnC!:n of the 139th were nuart.erer1 aft in 
L,;'i:! Fivt; upper and lovw~~ with II fe.", of 1-Inac.nuartors Comnsn" men ov(;rflowim~ 
l·l~.(J v.;"l'i()'-l~ nc ' ~se~ of hold Four l!PP(Jr. Sl.i~htly better than st";tiraj~o, the 
i-,;·;'O,~::.d" ~.j or'.f, offered. ;:. cor,cret~ exrunple of that oft repeat-co promis(:, of property 
I . , :.cn:l..:ip :1.11 lift; ~;~reaft(;r, ~ plot of i!,rollHd six bv t.hrooj ho\V~verl tho present 
; j ··:.'llrl.~;l.,...:lC~ off..!r0d a third dimension, room enou~h v) crawl into from the side. 
I)"J,,',iwlci>.lly, 1:.00, with hat-chns batt<:ned and !lol'tholes closed in hlo.<:k-out 
;.• ; ;; I.tl'ity, t.hat spat;,~ was said to havfJ made a llvi!1~ impres!Jion ~n t.h(lse who were 
\;'.I.r,~ tv liVe R w:.l.}'liard l.tf.~! 

T~.'; or.ficer~ fared s'lightly (-otter. On the ~uart(Jr Deck and below on tho Main 
In:::" i.n c·..tl-de-sacs" prid~fully called staterooms, t.hb officers a3 well as some 
(',t' U:I.;' Chj of;J I w(:r(; lnt;;a~urtJd and fi tt..:;ci proportaionstcl'll both upright and length
·~~:lu. The small rn..'\tter of packs and bag~age was neglected in the computations. 
(1\(; hCUd, sUlr.ptiously appointc.-d with three toilets, two showers and three 

1;. v:.• t.cri,u>, suppl:i cd a plac~ lor morning convocations nrranp'cd in ea.~Gr, fast:l.ve 
1in ;;:> r1Tld qui~t· morning relaX}ltivcs. "['he wash basins v.'ere further eCJuipod with 
to\O w(·Qd.:.:n plugs one of wh:l ch held wator a l:I.ttlc longer than the other. 

• 
'I'!)(, lloat n.~ck was C1fficers' Country. There, llndd potatoe hoxes and stored 

I~",rgo netn, lift! rafts a"ld 3hip '5 crane.. ) thlj officers took their exercise or 
c,,~t,>:t~ ~:\lrlcd d~u~t.s or rr.uch-mcnded de:ck auoits. Art of the smoke stack 00 the 
.:c;~ ;'. WHS til".; chtui'::;! recre£ltion a.rea. 1'(. was mos\, convenicmt. 'fa r~l""v' an orci.c l' 

-):1 to t hi:! :r,on, one simply 'Ilalked a few yards hl'\d(, cAlleq the profler chief IS 

,1111!i.j, ",110 crawled from beneath the nearest lif.., boat, e.!'_rer~ like rf8.rcia' 5 
:-,,:., ... (.gc~ to carry the mcssag~. Forwa.rd of tho "PO(l Boat Dt:ck, beneath the bridge 
:.I~ 1·I'i:.t~ l'(: J owns the OfCicer6 I da.y lJOOl1l. H~re, in plcBBA.l'1t 8urro'.1l\IH ru~o of d~·ftb 
L(·Um.:,; r,l\'\ ~l'U':';I\S, W\.ll"lJ c::mbinud library, rf.:/\I'lin;t room, music rooln Md card roan. 

http:Forwa.rd
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At l500 en t.hat Friday nfternoon, under cool Rm\ londen sIdes, two tu~s pullnd 
t.he hulk of tho Kot.a Ap,o.~ng into the chAnnel <lnr.l~r:lduFl.ll:v Port Huoneme r~ded 
into thEj Bf;!\IJra.l shore Uno. ,qhortlv after the pilot "'A.S set off "nti we were o!l 
our own, the gound swolls of the P(\cific bO~iln their li!cntlc CRrOSS.lI1l; with thltt 
sickening nLotion 11ko wringin~ the ~uds from a. P.:iolnt sldvvy- shirt. This 'l'RS t!,e 
first. sc..:t-~o1n~ experionce f.:-r 11~1.ny Ilnd on Elvory hnnd ·W:\1'1 ~;w Il.nd hj~ll-Pit.ch ..'ll 
l'''1.u~hter or sickly gnilcs cicnot:ing tunbB.np; innnrds. Somo more c-,,<porit>tlco<i, 
recognt?r,d thc symptoms, g.1,ve in, nnr! wtlnt bulow or silentl" p'-!\VEl tl10ir ".11 over 
tho r.:liling.· Of course there were those, in Navv I11H':o, those SOB' (I thAt ~O'\I'ur . 
~(;t thb wOM, thr:l.t were not I.\ffectod. in the lenst. 'tho fiTl'lt two d.'\V8 cont.inued 
cloudy :md cool with the saa n trlfle rou~1'\ :>.nd tho f1sh-fcod1n~ ma-rtvrs incrc:lseQ, 

'l'he Cfln80rtl rl:ifJQOV~'r("'\ j n '-VUl"Ll letters the tru~1 8\m1J1l.'ltion of those first It 

d,'lYs: "Dr:<\r ~'om, •• If • ure hr-l.Ve ha.d 11. tc)'rlhlo·\:I'tonn ......... 6Teryt~y 1Yl'\8 lIick but me... \ 
': \ 

Liku ' thc pilr,rims, all '::Y"5 tuml3d to the uast as the ship pulled out of 
poJ'"t. UnlikQ thu pilgrims, the;l'c wer.; no goats or sheep abornd, even thClu~h the 
hold!; -".5SWlIl,cl· il sus~iciously similar smell after Do few days out; we had dogs. 
f .r,, · \Y : \:> :1 :"ig. browJI mongl'ol bitch who h!1d had l\ litt"'Jr of pups shortly before 
\'I'~'3' Li.,!ci .:Lr.ti Vlha, it vould seem, W1.S taldn~ t.he trip' to rer.unoTnte after the 
h : :l'T'owln :.~ n:pcr iencc. S~le, like rr~'lny wOlllen of her ilk, expr~ss€:d a definite 
p'~l(;r('fl~'-! i'G:' 3enbces. Shl"! would Accopt without quostion the proferred 
·:1"-.;cLi:)n of any IMn in green, but let nn~r 1n.1.n of the Dutch crew, any of the 
~!:11 c!'C'\'!!; in b~u(: ctw:gnrccs, MY of the AmI'! men iil f'haki, approA.ch ?nd she 
\',[,/J 'Ld l.,·1t:k",\..l,'.' I f!,t'CJwling her disnpprov1.L 'lhe!1 there was t.h e,; bl.:1Ck Il'ish 
~;(.t. I..: r, \:. ", j.:'··I:::.ln~ t~ .)ne of the DuLch Offi (\Cl'S.. wh,) )'clicvc.:d hjlnnolf on tho 
f!':J,·~t CV~).- 'I.tl:t i.!IUI dbdr..inful1y climb<::d the l,"o.der to tho hrid~t.: fully t\wrtre 
,'";If' hi:1 Sil1'r· 1 ·,r.rc)n.t f!'::>m the ras!.lt;I:~cr off'iCrJl"S. 'rho' favorit~, of the shit' 
1 ; 10"L,~ •• J tc tne: l)')l.h. liE) w~s a litt.l.:l mO!1grel pupr;y, suspiciously P::J.rt how, 
n'llil' d L L P L:;(tLu~LI. f;cu<.:.t.lcbutt hnd it tlut he ...ad bCI.;t\ surepti t.iouslv S'l\up,'!led 
:'~J0r:rd I'i thin t.h.; (;(\(\fincs of 11 ditty' bu.g. fit) was quite lov::tblu ~nd c'~rt;tinly 
;i-_d prC.l:Ii.~;~ C'f i!lt",l.lil;;unce bcfittinl~ the outfit he ropresented. 

LH", D.bo;~r.:i t;h:•. p quickly resolved itself :l.round 1. seri05 of don 'ts 
(~'-IIH~picuou51y pcstod by t.he Troop Transport ComnVlnd, honded by ~It\jor Butterfield. 

• 

f:.oj(kd to tl-,(.sc were mrmy IIdos" nnd ndditionn.l don Its ,"\rmOlU'\ced from thr\t 
01' ["i c ,'! OV0l' ttl..: 11'l'Ud spcakt::r' :;ystCRl chich r,:l\chi.:d eV(lry recesS of the flhip. 
I';:; c:'.m~r"'L:;J e:luctric sh.'lv.:.:rs or radios could he us..:d abol-l.rd nhip. Smoking W1\S 

p.::rrd tt.c.d cnly on th", open d(:ck during dn"li'~ht hour~. Bln.ck-out w.'l.S strict) v 
i~nfcrc\;d from sundown to dawn, no lights, no smol<illg, just nir:ht :am thG white
LT"3t,,d s(:~. I.if~ j~ck.:!ts were ·to be worn const,1.ntlv, nnd meals wo'uld not be 
:·"l'v.,d to lIL",n without th(;ID. Bont dr:i 11::: were freouent., I'nnounced hy seven short 
': rlJ lone: long rin!?ing of the ship's bell. ~'llrChnse3. from Ship's fltore were m"dc 
.11 m":"!) by r~ ComIX!-ny represellt.1.tive. ~upplies of c,"Ildy and cokes were plentiful 
j'·ith on" c[~rton of cigarettes par man p<.;r ....·eck I)urchasod on mondays only. 
C':iurch ~(:rvicos, both Catholic and Prote:ita;1t. VIEIra held ~unda" morninn:s in the 
Ji,':'n I s m.:.s!i hull with sp(;cilll general SCryiC£l for officEJ!'s hold in the Cfficflrs 
LJ:,y Uo::om. R.::sidos announcGments, the FA ~~'3tWI carried tho nllVIS of thcday, 
:tl~o pL.lblishod on m:imc:ogrllph shoets, Rnd frCC11;lntly recorde:d broadcasts of 
~.. ,~h t.h:ings as the "Hit P::rndell~ announcinr, tho "Shoo Shoo Rl1.b:V" wC\s now in .' 
ri r·~t place. Six rntht:r B.ntiountl:ld filllls ahonrd proVided movi~ cntertninment 
in r,i.~htbr shifts for the m(;n in the· moss hall and afternoons for the officers 
.i:L tho:. Ua!' Pooo. Timl:: out for re(;l chanl!,ing, sir"ilnr to the old Nicolodeon dnys, 
r·j"cviddJ oppor~unity for moppin~ oni) I s hrol" arid a breath of fr(;sh air. On deck, 
on h:ltch~s of th(: !-nin DeCk) covert:d frorl th<::'bli~terinl!; sun. by tarps or solf
ri('~Ld pOnChC'l~l in the more southern llltitudes, tho men rested, rend or indu1.p.;ed 
in ~H;clI:ingl:v unending "alnuS of cards, checkQrs or Monnpolv. Dress finally , 
l"_:301v£;d itsc:lf into ~hot:sJ shorts nnd tk1,t, and skins chl\nged from pink, to red, 
t.o y:\r,"·ir.g !:ihEluCS of t;ms ~d browns. Thus the: d ....ys nassed in SllII\en.::ss. liVen 
t.hl; Ml.kl~~.tdft ixulrl nr;o.cti sinf' on tnt.! Do-.t Oec\!': f~ilcd to bl·~r\.k the monotony
I:. , ~, !';. , .(!,jrL~~ly had one piece; tilt Ylr\.~ ,·Jondcrflll. Then, It is ~"!on(l(;l'flll Ncn111. 
1 !. ' . , ..~ .i ~,', .\\ ,y 'u f. j>l'l),\/,.II\l,;nt.; 1 alwa~r5 wonJ(~l'~d \,li'I'!1 "It" WeW. 
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In true 5e~bee f,'\shion the subject of food \11,"5 never settled in one w:ty 
or the other. There were those who s'lid the mo'tl~ weren't fit for 1\ "nrine 
nnd those who philosophic.'llly claimed they were much better th'\n t~a:\r h,,,d ,'tny 
ri~ht to expect. The lTIc:lls werb two, morninp, .... nd (!vening. At noon there were 
~:>.ndwichcs and an orange or npplcj it wns not until the fourth week O\.lt th,.,t 
c"ffee wC-.s n.dded to more ron.di ly wnsh down the dry piece'S' or bre.'td ,1.nd sL'l.hs 
of cheese. The mess h.':'..l1 'ms smelly, the mcnl-tima rushed, but it W:1.S clel'\O 

duc to d:\ily c.J.roful inspectj ons b,- the Ship IS noctor, nnd the men surviveri. 
The Offlcors fnred better. Three squnres :t d,.,.,. in'", plc",sant d-tni.~ 8",100n 

fc.'\turcd rich ~llpS nt the t.wo m:1.in me:1.ls, s"lL,ds, somct.imes cxt.r:>_ f~nc:v with 
lobster, crnhmr;nt or herrins~ ."lnrl one dessert n d:W ",hich included ~uch thin~s 
as tI.".polcons cre/ilm puffs' :\Od home-mndc ice creams. The d(,lic:1tebr fl "lvored mC!"t 
s:tuces "re :tlso something to be remembered. "Noblesse Obli~e" still lives! 

Pt!:ll'l Hnrbor w:tS t he first port of c",l1 nnd one of the hi~hli~ht5 of the 
voynf!.c. COOling in around Oi:unond l-lo:1.d, p."1.st ~ ...r.J.ikild Beach, Honolulu, l:mcimnl"kDd 
by Aleh·"J. Tower, W::\.3 n wondl:lrful exporience, mn.dc milch more int.ercstin~ hy pl,"\nas 
nnd ~hips of :lll dr;[;criptions wi thin close eve renRe nfter the solitnrv crOS8
ine. Into the H.1.rbol'1 past Hicknm field and other spots mnde fru'lI.Hillr by news
r0Lls of t.he dis:\starous D€Cf.:mbllr RttacJ;~ the !:hip was tind rtlongsicio ,"l lnr~c 

, 

~'rF\r:::.:ror·t J Pf\. 13, recent.ly rctLlrn.::U f1"OII' Oldn.:l'Wn l and just I'..b{\ft tho submcr~ed 
h'Jl k (,fthe j Il-fl\.ted A:-holk, with hor 5U?Crstruct.urc dismantled and only her 
b·\1"t(.tt~::; showing nbov~ the calJn, dirty wat(:r of the Ha.rbor. ';'c arrivE:d on 
ThL;('S':!" ~', April 27 and arrangeJllonts \'WN compktod for r,1cr0rttion the fi rst day 
;,:1(1 t,' -, t , p.lorr.:i ng follm"ing found :\11 LC'r tied alongsido our ship. The ship w:ts 
in pert for sL'!: dill's \':ith t.he routinG enjov~bl" simplo. Half of th(! DICn and one
f1U'1.1·t -r of the offic,-~r~ rem:dnud .'iho<1.rd ship to c ....rry on the nec(;ssar" funct;o'lS; 
r':( OUKj' 1".<:1.11' of the m.:.n :md nnother auarter of the officers bo~rded Vw U~T 
1"1") h e t"\!(Ol to the; J;'lel:t landin~ c.nri n~,\r"" Richardson fl3crcntion Ccntor, the 
b.:,_ l"'~cc of the off'iC'.or3 hl\d liberty ashore. The Hr.:cre,~t.ion Center \vas an id,::nl 
spot. O!l top of n. hill '111\5 tho FlOut ere Club with .:tn 00('0 norch irnmcdi~.t(!l" 
ov", l ' lookin,~ r~ ulrge sl":im:.ing pool and h(;yond, the; h[~rbor with its l1laIl" ships 
:,!,d t ndll::;tri.:.:!:;. On either side wt:l"", flat pJ.'1.tt:FtU5 laid ant in bull di;unoncis and 
cnl. t. "j raj ng ,~: p:i cnic :LTG:", on tl bluff ov.:rlookin!" tht:: h:lrbor. Be·loVi the pool W,1.5 
t'- td:r ;~ ,"\rd'-'n ~m::r~ th :.: men could pUI'cil;~st,; rc.l'r..::shments, play cll.rdo or relld in 
In-:hL. ,-, t :i1~d.::-. There vlcro rUso handb:l1l courts in rnck of' tl1C pool. '1)\0 swimming 
pL1 :)1 jt ~;.:..lf \'1~5 tho nlost popuu r pl,,,.co; sinwers and ri,fr'cshing, cll~:tn w;>.tcr 

r;;l'l e: cc,\;,;d sheer cnjo~'IIi(;nt in sho\V-orr riives :trrl resoundin(~ hclly-sfIl.1.ckers. Here, 
~l:.;r.), r:tip~t b<.J said 11. word for thosr. morc intr(:picJ souls, ropr.::sentin~ true 
inr~ '" nu';Lv of ~C:'1.b,,(,;s, vlho SllIUg}:'lc..-d tr.eirwhitL's t\~ ~\orcl d:i.rl .'1 ouick ch!'J'lg.; act 
i:1 t,t,,, ~h,i\~lH' drussing room ri.nd w,mr:\(;red nochnlnntl" oot foc [In nft.n'noon in . 
! (.. r,.)lulu. I~Ltum.:..cJ. !"it the; lIi\;;~t:: _ n!~ p]::\cu in prnp, r Umc 1 onc .. man, in f':rccns, 
t. -Ji ~y n.I'C. th(; Gnvy und foco.~. puint of thcir h .. ss d:tring cor.!p.'lnions. 

JloWJlulu opcnL:ci its ht;!l.lt ~nd rJ,rms to th~ ofr:i.ctJrs on lib~'rtv (as long as 
,")r,l.':'; [)(')c l«(;tbc0k \':~s full) alon(~ with [,hout flv{;-nd.llion·ot'1er Inl.:lnh(;;rs of the; 
hl'I.!, ..rJ l'ol·Cl.:3. Th(; tovrn its(',lf r,.or.ci:-ded ant. of-Fiddl i;town, USA, in cnrni'l:ll week. 
SOi,.iv...r,ir shors vic:n with popcorn, Ilnlt",l! milk, hOt-.~l(If< and spa,o:hctti pnl'1.cea. 
Tk, most eu;,p.:;t.::tiv(; bu:;iness l!fLS in npp0,1.1 to v'\nit:v and sex st:trvntion; 
!lhctn"r"\phy \'lith or with0ut a rlat-L~ccd sC'll1tily clad, "huk~ r,il'l" wrnpt thigh 
:\l'ol.:ld kn".:., t'inG"r-tipptld C.:lrr0ss;.:d ctic(;k in .:l scintil.ati.n~ pose of moronic 
pl~..~~;ur" F~'.mous r.'~:U;ild D';::tch, ~t:lincd .:: li ttlt:; l1f its pcnc"tilrlC: di~nitv with 
itt. ~'j:1l.; ~h(')p!; ,end hdtur roet~·.ur;''"t!j, bllt thcru, too, we'r~ mubs of sl'\ilors 
hcl(Ij(I~ forth bu~.rinC multi-color.::d c",loplnnc: II grl1.BS sldrts" and other mcmentos 
jd H,c Il"_~~n'! gift br'Z~.f1.T!j. 'l'ho F'oynl I![\,wr~iir.n Hotel, pride of million'liru 
vc.c·'.tjoajsts '1.n:.:i th.:: !',Ltson ~jt,;runsh~p j,int;, now lc:n.sc-d to the Nnvy for tnt') 
du... ~tion a3 a l"e:cupl;rntion and :rest centE.:r wns Ii point of int(;rE:st for nll. I 
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It~~ r~r~lndul;r w,~s still evident in npitc of skivvy ~t1irts '1.n(1 otht:r lnundr.v 
i tc:rns hc,-ngln',; from b:tlconics off of former t~lOO per d,').;" o\.ritcs; of hronz(:d 
vou..rU; men pInyin,,; horse-shoGs) h,clrninton) or tC'1.1~~h·-footb~.ll on t.hu t~,nocr "'rccn, sward of it.!> g1oriQu;. ~.rd('ns; of itf: b(;~ch walk nr,clofjed in '1. !'dx-foot steel 
fence :>.01 its coctnil p,-tio hOl'lsinr, pin;-pan~ t,l.hlcs Mci n hoxinf1 rin~. Tho:; 
beach :itself V,I,".S ."t dis,"tprointmf:nt. ~7hile Hs G(,ttinr: \','.:18 exotic, jt, \'.'~~,sm"l.ll 
,"".lld could not be comp."trcd to the widn~ r.;o.ft,-s,1.nd ne1.ches of t~c Flnrid., canstn. 
Hore, one .1.fternoon, Comm,".ndcr Curtis, Chfl.son, 1'ordjnii '!.nr1 ~.1.1is(-,n tri(;d out 
the l.:u10US sport of gurf-bollrdin~. ·.i/lnthcr from lnck of r(:~d" c~sh or envisioned 
physic'),l ex(;rtion, the.v r<.:ntcr1 th(~ 3ln.1.11cst h01.rd. Comm..'!.nclcr Curtis'::'! to.:;s were 
lllcemtcd from dr,l.p;g:inr, over the eo'7,c, dbturbinr, thl' bctmtiful cor.... l formations 
of the reef; the. s~nll'brord r<.:fus"c\ to support. the Chnrlcs Atln.s boc\~r of i.'orrlini 
,"I.nct prQlrr,~.l.v s.1.nk; it n'-'Vl:r pro ..~rl'sfied b ... vonn tho bclly-flopin(' st,"1.,~C. Thu~,.' s,'1.id 
1.I,(',y It:,d fun. 

Jones, Beeson, I'nnnod~" J Pessllud, P,'lfus .'1.m h;~()mer took Po. trlp to the wi~(l'" 
ward side of thF.l isl.1.nd, up t lrour4l' th (; h,:"ttiful tTuunnu V,1.11nv t.o t,1, c f'1li G~p, 
th(; sheur pr(,cipic0, 2('eO fr~()t high, ovc:rlookin~ 'l hro....d":rcenv"Uey ,".nct the, 
dbt~nt s(:.1., wth,rc rin~ Knrneh:unGh.1. (lrove the defendinp. o'''thu''tns oVr]r the cliff 
to th(:ir dC:lth, :lnd on down to the: O()11. ,'l.nd hcnutj ful Yn.ilu·"t Bbnch. C""·"'.Dcd from 
'1 priv".t(; br:::lch club which thuv hnrl (kip-nod to hbnor with th(;:i.r presence, thGY 
\'Irtnrlt~r(!d up the bC!'I.ch to th" beautifully set .--.rd .1.pl"ointo:~d P",nrl ~!'I. r).-,or C1fficcr3 f 
Club Annex ~nd were forthv/i th ch~ s(:d from there, hn.vine: no rcserw,-t:i ons. !lore 
hnpp(;ne:d one of those Bcosonilln .mecdotes wort.hy of repolltinp:. Decidin~ to 
hitchhiko h~ck into the Gm'lll vi lla~8 of rniluC\ to drown the; r sorrows in ,,\ few 
ber::ra, "Tiny Tim" Pceson, into whose nimble bI':>..in the n1.ve of t.heir' cicstin1tion 
did not qu:i te penetri".tc, .1erJced hi:> thumb nt th(~ fj rst cnr ,..nd arlin, "Goinr; to 
l'olok"li?" Tho driver turno::ld ::t horrified fnce in hiA direction, sterned on the 
r,;:'3 "'-nd sped down the rand without <".m"!er. 1:o101mi is n.nother isl."tnd in the 
!f'-cw... ] i Group f.'\JT\OUfI for it.!'; 10r~r colon~r! 

On V!ed:1csday, J Vay, we cast off the ropes and moved out of the Barbor J 

1':lZi:'1g bil.ck at th£: pasBing landscape recnlli.J1G other visited plllcea; Trnder 
\li.c : !j, the Pearl Harbor Of1'icera" Club, the AlcJmnder Young Hotel, the Kaneohe 
()ffic(;r'!:l ClulJ, the Iolani Pal.llce, the MOc"J.na Hotel, Beemer's ire at the Hula 
I£l1UIabu, the leis nnd Hula Dances in honor of tile I,lay Day holiday. Just before 
\'/.:; lc;;!'t, l.t. COltlcr. Kurzawa and IJ.eut. Reale cume aboard announcing the safe 
;H'l'iv[Ll of n portion of the 2nd Echelon and bringing four sacks of nruch-welcomed 
r;;,il. Carp£:ntcr P~for had left on ancther ship with 85 men; Lieut. John A. 
r':riebon) O-in-C, Exec) O. O. D'.I was still fighting the battle 'of Camp Rousseau 
t.n.ck in HllenO~(jC with 225 men, intent on joining the Ninth Echelon to achieve 
the honor of brinGing the first beer to Okinawa. 

For the first time now we were a convoy. Reside us rode a sister transportl 
i!. portD.:1'.:.ly in front. J pi"otect.ing and Guiding us wer(; two small PCs, neither 
"ppcnrinG able to mvigatc far in the broad Pacific we know lay nhead. 'I'hey 
did fur:li.sh a companionable feeling. 80cIO out of Pearl we 113.d practice firing 
oj' t he;, ,;',jp' ~ c."'uuIIi~,n~,. A lar~(j cc)lorcd ballun was releaned fro;n the hridge 
<J.wl ':.h... gl..nnC':!'s \';ent. into aetion, The .first b:1.11on, perhaps anticipatinG its 
1;1 ~.ill:l t(;; end, urokp. "c.e.rur,"~ a shot had bl.!on fi':.:;d. Haybe it hil.d been set that 
i~r.! t.he v,uns jwrt ditin' t fire soun c:noul~tl! At' any ra.t.e tho second baL!.Qn gnined 
ll~s liboi,ty, sailing to a spock in the hiGh biue sky followed by n god-awful 
noi:.h.; ns the gldl3 bdchcd the projectiles skyward to gi. Vc.' a soothing pop back 
<1:; ti',(,y ezplodc;d in the sky nowhuI'c near the ball(m~ fh.lVcrnl of ricers wore 
0b~;l!rv"Ld ~~bout that, tiJn(; gvlng below to slJllrcn for their life jackets. 

','JC c(;~.cbr.'lh:d s()"Jl:ral b:l..cthdnya .'lmong the offi.~ers durinr; the trip. 'Ihe 
first Cic('[~~i(on \\'."\.5 il~ h(:r.l'r' of Pe,:;s:md cn 23 April ~ucn nf~er we left the Sta.tes. 
Ikh;n Gr·'.. ...:nlEe rad bF'.kod ::t !'!nkc for tho f:<'.ng [lI1d lc(; brOllght it f('rth c.n this 
[>rr'pitlJol1::; or;C.:J.:::iC(l, It real]y W~B too 600d for PpSSl'.ud, it. vms chocclatc nnrl. 
"." .• ~~' _l; J;ito U:.:.: lcinG WllS, "Gooci Luck, .1.39th"; nevorth.;less, because it was 
i ,i ... hi rlh,hy, h i';: ,70~ t.W/.) pj(d~d:. 1'11(; >1l!xl (' ..1, h~·~t :cln \1:1.::':. ;'0 b Hlr.,r n.t' ~.·orrlin ;j -
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on :~ly loth. At din:v:r ti1".t cvoni:1e, .'l. trio of tLccorcli.:tn, cL"..rinr:t. (lod ~u.it<\r, 
handlt::d b~T enlisted !:I'm f~·an our Tiltt:l.lion, nrrcrLr.;~~ ill H:l1 doo'.-w:l.Y of tho 
di.n.'li!1~ S:\lon ;.md p:L'Ly(!d "Ilnppy Bi.rthd,\y '!'o You". 1'h'3 Chief Stc"'r.,rd r..1!l\C foI'W:J.rd 
rwd l;').j c;, several gift:; t..t "'ally's plnr.c Dnd ~10 !"3sponri.cd ~o 1\ sh(\l~tcd r;)qucst 
ty ;'). ~pC:l'ch, llhich is quoteJ ht!ru vc.:rhatim: HTh.').nks, fc-llilws. II "'he t.hird ~nd 
l1.st bi~hd,,"Y '1"-1.5 D. cc,mplde surprise to even t.he hon01'cd' ;I,uest, George RolTlllcr. 
As he Ca:nL! onto tho bont deck in the evening after dinnur, and the p::-.:1g stnrtcd 
ill th,') VI rlhdny thcm<? :Janc, ' nnd rt1.r.rlrWl.:d ,'\ pj Ie of gifts, he h.1.Gtily sn'ltchcn 
out his :":-0. card .:1.nd ' said~ "Dy gli~h, it is rn:r birththy. I didn't thjnk it "m.1l 
until telr.:)rrO"NJ II Thu.~, Y<W 1Ath W:l~ a red-letter rl"l.y for this as well ~s the 
dAY Wl' h1.d crenm puffs for .d~ssert, OnE) of which found its wny into Geor.cr.e I s 
gifts. 

V-F, Day on r:>.y E'th WA.S anot.her incident to be rc~crnbcred. As usual, 
scutth.butt was awny .<t.hcad of the official notific"ltion, hut the confin1Rtion 
of th e nuws J t,hough momentarily expected by previous daily reports, llrour,ht 
n. dlstin~t:. 1ift in rnorr.\lc to the whole ship. Now our job rn.i r,ht. bc lcs3€'noo ' 
wit. h all the r..llicd rrli.litnry might thruwn in our eli rc:ction; nO\~, t.he dat.e for 
our r(;~urn trip rni.cht bo set forwlu-d a little. Captain Oost:ing had his own 
c81c:br1.1.ti::>n by treatinG tho officers t.o beer .:md cok~s in the Day Room before 
dinr:cr thn.t evening. ThGre \'wr.~ no Hors O'ouvros but toasts flew thick and 
f,'\st; Cnptllin Oosting to·'lstcd the Dny nnd tho offi.cers, COllil1nnnCr Curtis toasted 
Capt:..:J.in Oosting, .).Od Major Buttorfidrl tried to toast eVeryt.hing thnt hlld not 
heen pre" i.ou31y toasted (0xcluding Lucky Strikc.:s) but got 1\ littl(~ gp..rbled 
in th", proc(:ss. It was a grnnd p.'lrty, I tell VOU J 

Somctjme nbout thnt period we crossNf the Tntcrnation Dnte Line am all 
bcc:une membors in the Myst.iC' Order of t he Par Enst. At lc:u;t we had no rA.Y 9th 
in our calender this yenr. lh:.sgravc drew M .'\rtistic border for n certific."\t.e, 
complete with dragon nnd bare-hreasted mcnnaids, J30urler put ler,'l..lity and a 
litt le 31~cond-h.:tnd manure into the wordinG nnd ~rU~CIJS lnimoo{.':rapherl a' 01.1i te 
r;ood-looking certificate for every m,1.n on the ship. In years to como, a soft, 
t;olden-harcd little girl might siddle up to an ellsy ch:lir Rnd say, "Gr;unp,1., 
t.~ll me .'lbout the Domain of t.he Golden Orngon th1.1.t tho.t certific:lte you cot 
tells about. II And the Mswer comes bnck, "rret the J.{ell outA. here nnd let me 
slccpL" 

Ou:, next port of c'ill vms Eniv:~tok in the l'ar5hnll group. The clay before 
our ~rdv... l n group of us noticed th<.; IIttle rc O!1 the Port side Wll.S away 
ov~r ~n the horizon. 'rhat ev<.;ning Y/O discovured the reason .....hen we p.<l550d on 
t1,\> S·'lJn':: horizon ~\ p.<llm studd(;d island which was 'rlotje and still ' Jap-held. 
It. ig one of the mnny n(;utrnlizl..d islands that arc of. no militcu;T value nnd 
of ft::r no t!1cticnl rc:~ist"'nce fJ.S evidencc;d by our close routing. In the oarly 
I'ornin;~ hours of Sunduy, }'ay 13th, Vi" raisl...'<l Eniwctok and IlJllOnt~st shjps and 
pl~m.s of all descriptions, we nnchored in the hgoon sev(;ral hours Inter. 
/, Port Diructol" s boat came 1l1oncsido ."lnll deftly cast a copy of the port 
,)irL.cLj on:; a!.lo.:lld but the: only connuchon anyone ~VE;r had with the Islp.nd wa.s 
bj"w:-cy of riGld gla5:lcs. Thoy were very much in evidence on the Bont Deck nnd 
;'l e;losf:: 8crutiny of 0uons(;;t livj.ng quo.rters, air-8tI'ips und ships anchored went 
t1'll : l'Ou.njs frcb eylJ to cy't), .'\ cOl'r.:;ct sotting imp!'ossionated for any stor,v 
h ... i:in.lln,~, III was tll .... r..,J II J'::lte;; that eW,;lIini~ a mussagc: cr.ulle from the- Samuel 
j.'. l'iLLl;r, ~sit~n L..Vio::'!) supply shjp, ::i.nl'om.:1n!~ us of he.r prC$unce .~md :Rot) 
::,:,·';~ri..!l tr,::i.O~port;.l.t.i')n Ctnd p,':I.id us n vi ~it the next l!1.ornin~. He took spacial 
d::ii;':Y;·. .\.C1 CJI~ ' i' :J.rill[: flatu:> on t.he jou:-r·.e,r an,~ !'lhoVli,n~ him' over tllG l~ota, He 
'i l', tlJ':", ":"-'1;'; J~j th..:! s~.ory on tho IS]M,d, htllj bean ashol'e:, the; lucky sO'-Md-so, 
·.nd dW.:~ .LL_:d f,{!!'r.. icu:::1I'ly en the l'fficCl'f;1 C)ubs, the Recreat100'.\reas, the 
:-2.,-;nti !.·~1 b"":r 3i tllr.ti0n nt. the redic'-I:! nus price of lO¢ per C,\ll, and described 
\·;.I. ...h ~:r,dClnic h;(;r tho" b'l.r~ · amply supplifjd with Scotch, P.ourbon and gin. We 
~;d l ,:;,! l :..t~r thn.t :-If'tGJ'noon, out thG n:'.~~ow lagoon .:::nirnnce, l.t.1.ndrnark(;:d by 
;:~ hi. .,:hl',r-bl·flch..::d rudd.;rl~~s c-~r~o ::nip, \d.5tor:rU!I·!~r".)·.,.n .l.nd Werc, bn our wny 
(,:,'.:' , J.l". ~.in. Our ~;i ;;tel' chi p of t.he: Pl'(; V:,Ol19 cro::>sin~ rCllnined ancl we wl.;re 

. ' ,. '" " ;\;', ,' . ': I ~":' ...::.,; lH.tl\.: r~, I~:l'i.ly ::11K\l·t'l.'l1t:~ Ii"\.: a.)olpt,in, ;"~~'_' "J.. 
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D."'..ys continued with 3.:>JolUnCSn; nunny, hot, bl!n:ilt.iful dn..,rs ~ high arched 
blue sky conUnuously full o~ billowy clouds on the horlzon l!.nd the deep hlue 
c~lm- of tropie waters. Th..: ship' 5 prow cutti!1'~ smoothly t.h rou~h the l'mt.er 
SHp(;!rir.!pos ...."<l upon itself ':'. whi tc, for.uning <1.rrovlhe:.d out of wh ich fr(;qucntly 
flew schools of flyin~ fish so rnrlcly clist,urh.::rt in their own dOlll1.in. These 
shjny blue, extro.')rdinary little; spindlc-shnp0d fi::!1, not rCil.ll:v- flyinr; but 
'·lorRin.; on the Glider principle, skim through the air nt <t spo(lci s~.in to nttain 
35 miles per hour and for 1. dir.tancc! of severnl hundr(.;d ~','lrds. Vo.rious oce:\O 
birdn also followed tho ship and ke(;n obseMTl::rs learned to oist.Jn;~uish the 
v.~rious t~rpos anet f:unili(~g .:ts they swooped ovcrh(ncl or skirlmcd tlV.: surf:l.ct to 
cr,".b I). choice sea morseL Edibic matter on the wC\ter suffnce sOl"whow hrio~s 
to r::in,1 the ~hip' s l?~rb~~G disl1os:tl incidents. To Chief "':>..rrnnt HOrJ1Iller fell 
th(; (;lev.ltin,"': p0sition of "'}'1.rh,1.gc Officol"" with the result,".nt nicKn'lme of 
rIS!'.ffi" ::ur,ong his more intirn.~tes. At dusk cnch evenin'3 tile S'lne ~utter'll 
.1.imouncomcnt camo over th'~ loud-opco1.kor system ruld b6o ·~mo n monotono\1~ hY-l'10rd: 
"All g,'lrrr-bnge cl).n be dumpttt overbo~.rd, n.."'l-ow. 1\11 gp..rrr-b?p;e can be thrown 
ovor d!'\ ~ide". ~hortly the rr..:nft vr J II,=,;un" would be p-etlfed b,r FI:l,jor Dutterfj ('l'i, 
noti fying him of various nnd sundry minor infr·'l.ctions in the c"lrI"'rinp; on of 
the rite. Cne night, nIl ovcr-zr.nlous cietl'.il not only rlun:ped the ;~rb'l.'!e but 
also thl:l GT c.:o.n containers ,".n(\, observed hy Dutch Cffjcors on the brid~c, 
o1.lnlo~t cnu~jcd :! n~1.jor cnsis. The Dutch :\rc :>..l.r.iost ns pecuninry 1\S the Scotch 
':Incl due consiJern.tion w:\s given to the sU!~~ention th"t tho dot".il be cl-tnined 
to t.he c<,.ns nt dumping tl me to prevent rooccurl1ncc. The l'ajor finnll~' vetocrl. 
it but G(:o,r~;e sure vms pngcct the .... t ni~ht. J 

Fj ve d,'ws out of r;:njyJetok, on S:\turctny, Jf:ty 19th, we dropped :-tochor in 
the hll(;O l".goon within the conf1ncs of the I!rollp of :ltoUs c;>llect l'lHhi. 
Thb islan(j, thc most. we~;t(;rn 0 r th (; Cnrolines :!f1 d scim0t:i mes illcludt:r1 in the 
raulu group, was our last stop befort: our oustinatj.o'1 nnr! we \\Jr:r~) no\'l defini tel)' 
in t:nl;lay territory. Ti1eru W,'1.3 the gre,1.test n101.SB 0 f war shi p::; anrt rncrch,'\l1t Rlti ~t' 
in thia 1'\1"('..1. and la':'Pon thnt wu h:>.cl yet seen in our crossing :tnrt the cont-tn.nt 
pr"..ct:i.rdll:~ of firin~, both within thu 1..1.~on ~1.11(\ :in the arpro.1.chcs to t.h~ 
ishnr:l rllri(Jly :wmk(:nC'l us from Ollr idyllic plonsurc cruise to tho stern pm'rose 
of our P.".S5n.g<;. ric' wore morc 01" luss for :~ottrm in the: (l'.1.7.e of shippin:g ~.no~ our 
V) ::;\.1,1.1 :illd radio signals for trnnsp('tl't.1.tion ashore rCI'Io''lincd .1.'pr.... rcntl~r \111

m~\'IC:red. C.~pt:\in Oost:inc; finnllyh.1.:i on8 of tht: ship's b01.tn put owr the 
side, n hur;c} clumsy} \'1ooden thjnc, l'lhos~ pmpelljng power W:'\S .'l SM'lll putt-putt 
l:n>?ne ntt.l\ched to :l propdl\!r thnt h::1.rcly reached beneath the i U·1.ter t'llI'fr.ce 
~\lrl ~ihi ch unr\.ollbtcc\ly mnde thu "'!lll.1.Zinl~ speed of about three fet'lt per s'::c(1O,1. 

fin offici:'.1- rcpr.:;s(:nt:ltiontook off hut wore b:1Ck ui:,'ll.in inside of :\bout ten 
ll.inutc:r:; [\ft·;r h.:l.vinr. JlL1.Ue: tho startling discovery that with n11 hnnns bailing 
full 51),,:;,1 ,'lncl rCLpid c:llculations of the distance from shore £'.nd thoir tortoisL'
P:1C(;, trl'~t. only the oarlocks \'Iould b8 shmling above wat(;r fit their arrivnl. 
Tit":J;:nt wu.!:) left in the wator for the purpose of swelling tho sun dried skin 
..·.n.l l"..tcr in the aft(;rnoon the party <1.gain undcrtool< <mel successfully complctf.:d 
::'t:, 'Jlis!jion. 

Th0re h.1.d belen M order put over the loud speolker systom llS soon as we 
had rlropp0d anchor thrtt th~re would be no ~;"Niml!'li.ng from the ship for snnitm''tr 
r",:,~on:'l :\s w",ll :\5 dM.~(;r from sharks. lInd'l.untt..d, ht;a,t and tho;) inViting clear 
bltl(; of the: 1::1.60011 got th(; b0st of a ff.lw of thl:: m·;n and over I:.ho sjrk th(;y 
\~\.!nt) cl.it:~bi:1G back aboard by vm.v of cn.rgo nets Ilnd OVE:r the side ropes. l'.ajor 
f,ul.1.. ... rfi8lLl WD.S II trifle UPS(;t tht.lt day, too. Py t.ho till'e the ni-l.r::(;~ 0 r th 0 

n r:st thl'~c or four w,:.;~v t::.I<en, -:'huy woulrj bll ~oin1 over the side b" sixes and 
!;'"v(;ns at. the other ~ncl of the !Jhip. Hhen f1 '1allv the officers in ctm~'ge of the 
v,-tr i rIU5 conr-art.n;e:nts -';.;r(; s<.;nt out to ~.;Jt. n~.l tl1c Or'll!lC6 of tho violators, like 
Uo,-, t orr.-toll.s in th(; jungl.E:, word of thuir' conling h:J.d preceded them, They found 
p'l.<:lcid blhi: Yli\t"r utt(;rl" devoid of r;por'~ini! St;n.becs ruld .'l few clamp-looking 
tL' !\ I i , ~. ~,·li. '.! lht.;:J ~:;;d :l'l:Jt (:Ollll.; from the s~loVi~r. 
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Bob Pcs:3Ilucl, in his offici;].l trip ::tshore ,vt lC:lrned of famous l!or;-t·o~, 


the Y'Ocrolltion islnnd cf the north Mcllor!lGc. r~ot w."..r..ting to hrl1.vc th~ nhip l 9 


boat ng->.in nnri wH.h n tant,1.lizj.ng vi:3ion of a C.1.n of cC'ld beer before his eyes 

ho d,)sp'~rn,t.ely Vlig-w."lCr;cd ft mQss·1.{;G to f\ nearby PA nhip for n !iit.,-,:ins bn{tt. 

SurprisinGly, they nreerl tl) send one around .1.nd .1.ll of our officers with the 

exception of Doc ,Tones " who W·1.S unfortun{ttf·1Jr in the midrllf~ of I'. tonsorif\l 

proceeding, "'.n<l GeorGo Ronuncr, who r'liled to ttll<c the report of tr~nsport.1.ti(\n 
 '" 

::;eriously,. piled in with jllst ~'.bout nll the rem:d.ninI; officers nhon.rri the ship. 

As we rounded the st<.;l'n of the ship 'lnd the I~cn an. S:1.W the officers leaving, 

th( re wore sever:"l '1dlOOPS Mft hot brown bt.)J.ies hurtl{!(i ;,e~wm.l'cl fran t.he c\l~ck 

in S(·nbce stylr:; of t"',,king ~dV.".llt .ibC of (~vcry onportll.nity. l'!c quickly tprned 

Our he.1.ds---- or I didn't kno\'l, r.:aybe the whole thin~ W!'I.s I1n illusion on my 

p:nt. Tho hour's t.rip aCross thf~ ].1.£;0011 to tho Island W.1.S most interestin£; 

w'[l'.l n holi;iay ::I.tmosphorc prevniled. r.nilant J...":'.iics, B..tth:-w.1.I7,ons, Cr'uisc:rs 

.'lnd nt0rch.1.nt ships of all typO!; ::ud sizes were pusD£:d close b~r in an unendinG 

13uccos nion until the dock l'ns reached. Here, th~' dl,li ·"ht of Innd :v:ld.n ~nd 


the si[ht of :\ nC'lrby C-Club er.'1sod {til Dcn-going thO\'~)1t,3 from our minds. 

-rhe only .1.s!'ocintion was the .'Ullber brew t.tl.'lt streruncd froJl1. cl\n to .r:uU.et with 

n plo,'\nMt .,\queolls gur~lc. 


, The Ishnd i,tsclf WAS interestjnf,. Once the 5ettin~ for .'\ 5!1lo1.11 nAtive 
Village , its fornier h.1.b3"t",ticn Vias :lnnounccd by .1. few rcrnninin~ r"r:\ss' huts, 
11 str:·.:1Gc ccmetary with u11 tombs (\bovo ground mnde ('f sJAbsof. coml, b--1.n'lnn 
and pllpl'\y~ tro(;s, boun nnd punpkin vint:!s. The only n,1.tive vCr!etnt:ion 'VIer(
cCl~onut p."lJms and Iln m~otic tree with brge sernted lo:<.vc!l. 1'he north end of 
the J sl.'lnd cont.nin(ld M nir strip nnd ."l. huge rocrt::.'lt.j on :1.1'0,'\ for the enlisted, 
men, wher~ thc;;y had boer, jive, h"l.ncls with their m1l3ic pipe.,d to the recenscs 
of the e:ntirc I1retl.) boxinr, mC\t '~hos, horse-shoe courl.s nr!~ other pL"lcOS for 
"porl·.s n.nd other forms of l'ncrcot.ion • TIle crmt. er ofUr. I sl.'lnci V'f\S oecul'ied 
:;,y living gu:u'b.:r:;; of vnrious dct.:lchmmts sl~."ltioned there :~nd thc cast s"c,rc 
(m·.r,r:\ r;t;d the officers' area. !luro were three clllbs, one for oft'1ccrs of Fl:l,G 
[i.C!.nk mnde fro/l\. the lnr[,cst ntl'ucture rem"lining in the vill."l('.c, one fol' Com
rn."l.ndCr8 a nd Licutcm'l.nt CODlITl<.l.nders nnd OO{; for the hoi polloj, c!'I.lled r.rowloy's 
'r·.'lv:;rr., yrhich \~r) nil 'l.ttc:nrlcd. COfllTlander Cuttis averred he wruld r,o 'nlur:unin~ 
n.nri j('~ined u:::; 4,t "Crowloys". It seemed there were officors t.hc)'El from eve!":''' 
ship in t!10 a.nchorngc circssncl in ev~ry mode from horne-m."l.(le short.s anfl pitll 
helmots, i,;rocns ."l.nd ba3cb.,11 C<l.pS to rcl,;U1'1tion unifo:::OrT!. !lere runon~ the nI."l.n 

grdd.y one heard ll. dclichted clT of rCcoRnition of friend for fricnri nfter 
n sepnration of months or "ears, serious stories of ",dventurc .'lnd '<)'ctjon and 
the synchronous rendit.ion of old sont:;s by multitudinous nun~tctte5 in wl.rinr, 
de~l'e()S of sheer hnppiness or forgetfulhess. Time W'S sl1ort, tho Tslnnct mllst 
be clenred by 1800 to all except of Flag rank, so we settl'3d to the serious 
bu~ineos of the d,<),y. From here the chronicle must resort to a series of more 
stlltements ,di.mly rcmembere:d through a beautiful misty aureola--monclr to spend, 
time oh or t--buying drinks and hurriedly bottling thdJI in disc.:lroed coke bottles 
--- n C"'Y troop returning to the pier and the boata with aforementione~ coke 
tottles sticki.ng from pockets and bulging in shirt fronts--the trip back to the 
:;btp, noisy wit.h tnlk Mft L."lUl?)lter, ' l'(:eling alive and sut't'UScQ with a wann 
Llo'\'J. ~s th.:: ~nlt spray whi ppud into one'!1 f.1.c.::-a hull-eaten diMer, appeti toe 
:;Ul'i 0~t(;rl b~' the elowinc ~ust.(:nanc() of good-l'G::.luwship---n careful preparation 
f.)l' 'm earl~r retiring .1m ,'it last, drowsy, happy, S'IJcct oblivion. It is rtunured 
tl'1;L~ ' ro.:'l;:J~llr Wp.s tht: subjuE:c of a S6vere hazi'1G W",ich ended with dcpositini~ him 
sunly on LI,e deck, but I'm sorry, I wouldn't kn o.." about thnt. 

Th", n.;;xt day those offiCers who had not gone ashore th e day before as 
~c.;ll ns nil thE; Chid:'! piled jnto the Hi;~ins boat for their out1 ng at l.'og-!.fog. 
~tJ::lng(;ly enough th",re: was not a single rep6at pcrfonn<.1.nce. Those of the day 
bc1<..rl; w(;re: con t<.;nt to loun~e about the w<\rm d(;ck in hazy rcm(;mbro'\nce nnd with 
5:" ,a.!t. rcc:ollections, aw,:iiting thu r£.:tllm of tmt cL"l..Y's wnncier,;'I'5 for n clear 
I'; ct.1.U·~. Clf kJ.:.. w t~h:'Y loo\t......1 t!h.: (i':ll' bl..1"or.:.:. 
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V,i (J,lnli'sd.J.Y r.·,orning, ray :'jrd, ~IO :;:(ilod Qut of th e :Ulchor'1gu in rt convoy 
of fourtr~en ships, five personnel ~nd nine cr-reo, nccomp.1.nied b~, thrco De~troyern 
nnd two destroyer 05cortn nnd the l:\st l..'\p of our journe:y was b'1gut1. Hj,~h 
ov':::rhe.'ld droned pInnas c~r1"y:ing sl~!cv(; t.1.r"~l;)ts :md the bnttcrios of the vA.rious 
shipn opc.ned up as it c;une into mnge:. The noisc "11'1.5 deafening A.S t.he t,"\rget 
nppro<!.chcci our sector with the vA.rio '.l ~i~lyj '!,\lns pourinr, forth a syrr,phonic 
arrnnr,elne:nt rangi.'1f, in simile from the ro::!.r of th e kctt1c·-drums to the ci1'l.ttcr
ing pipin5 of the Yloodwindn. The red trnccrs r.:\ccd ttl chl'1.nging 'pnttern skyward 
Mti the :lir wns ch,'\rged l~ith excitement and [.we: 1'.3 wo t.hought of whA.t mi~ht 
by ~hc~d. Th,'\t awe wns tinr,ed slif)ltly with ~cnr when the !june on our ship 
opened up whenevlli' the tar"et 1'1.'lS out of rnnr,e ,'\nd reTl\ilincd ornino\Jsl~r dlont 
wh nlOVcr the t::trC;E.:t pnssclJ dire ctly overhend. 

The temper of the vOY:'.Gf1 \'.n(lor;vent Do not1.ce.1.blc ch:\n ,~f~. Tcll-tnle nwninr.;s 

wcr~ removl:d from the decks, cOffi;llete bl::,.r,k-out V/tl.6 st.rictly enforced <tnn no 

l1\undry could remnin ahovo deck on the lin€::; nftG:'" !.iundown to indicl'1.te our 

fJrcscnce 1.n Il hrecz~blotvn pennnt. Slcepin,; on neck which h.1.d been nn indulGent 

plc:'\surc dur1.n~ the hot niGhts of the voynge sho.vc(l n. marlwd decrease in its 

tl.dhcrnnts and thoBe who pcrsi~tp'(i. wore ordered to 3ho'l1 no wh:i to clot.hinG or 

sh(..ct~ during the dark night. The night 5 wero dil3trubed by frcqur;mt squalls 

nnel shower:3 and wit'1out the protcctin3 Cf\nVrl.:3 those who did cont:inue. to slc~p 


:in thl:: refre s hing opc:n were ' often forced to tnkc cover below nt intermitt .'1.nt 

periods thoughout tho night,l~ivc up nIl to:;eth0r 11 nd retire to the stuffi.ncs5 

of thl} cl\~ins or slcop blissfull:.' through t he dronchinl~ rlo;llr.pours. I rrJmembcr 

one n.i. ~ht before the C,"I.nW1S W.1.S removed from the deck, O'1e officer Ely' )I{£! at 

the: first drops· of n torrentinl rnin :'l.nd hastily moved hin cot to thc l:\~t 

remn.ining spacp. boneath the protective covorinG. lie l,'lY there the.., in smug 

sl'1.tinf:lction w"l.tching the less fortunntcs, a little slower on the drt\w, scurry

inl; :lTound for cover or dns~:ing I',clow with no "l.nllfu 1 cf ' <.:drlinr,. Gee" he felt 

clov(;r until looking out he perceived th.1t jn moving his cot. he h;H1 'lcr.:lcctod 

t.o g[1.thcr in f>hirt" p:.t.nts ~nrl 3hoes ne~tly roll(;ci l;cneath the cot nrrl which 

nrw l..'\y :\ sodden 1TJ.'\ss on the open deck, the dripping to n,"\lCS of the ~hocs 


stickine out at him in n rctrP 'utivc leer. 


Now on tho lr.t~t. hp of the lonf~ .journe~, prepnrntions had to 1-' 0 m-'\ne for 
I'1.n,V cvcn1.un,:':ity. Comdr. Curtis called I! rncetin~ of nll men on the nftcrc1eck 
nnr! for the first. tjmo offici.r\lly infonncd t hem of their destination. InfoI'm11.t:l.on 
on the J filnnd conCl rn:ing Vleath or, deso:'\scl3 encountered /lOci d,1.n~crs to :.t.void 
wert: pl.·~ i n ly rlot:'l.ilcd to (mn'-lc ench man to '-e fully in former} :mel cnre faT 

hj :usclf. Cnrqines l'ft.: }'!.:: clc.1.ned :mel oilon in prop.1.rnt:i.on ."nct fifteen rounds of 
NlImllni t:i on Wl'1.s is ~a1(,)n to ench m..1.n. TIles.:: days of r,ood old Nnvy' ::;t .'\nrtin~ :in linc
--linen werE; runnin~ .,\ll o~()r de:ck for rurmunition distrH:utioo, K rnt:ion 
dist.ril,ution, rifle illspection and rx:rsonnel cleanliness insrcct'i on. You had 
1.0 to c,;rcful nod on your toes those dnys. .. ~Y' from ollr outfit mi,;ht bn 
indolently moving nlong toward his Goal of noon chow nn·-l cornu to in time fClt" 

the 36th Spc.'cinl· doctor to look down his throM, with a fhshlil':ht. '1'hcrc 
was anoth(!r lino, C'. study :i.n high fin.,\i1cc, n stu>iy in cconor-d cs, .1.n nhsolute 
confirrr.r1.tion of the theory that upon division of WQnlth, ' the major portion 
would be b..1.ck in the h:mds of thc fc;w within D. short timc, the currency exchanGe. 
1\11 1\l1lcricn,n curt'p.ncy h~n to he exchnngod for invnsion' currcnc~r, :\ simple 
process sot up on the b.:s.sis of 10 son equals on~ penny, 100 sen eauals one :ven , . 
equ:\l~ 10 conts. It wn.s ronny vory r.imrlc, but to sec Beeson h:'luol.:inR the notes, 

all paper of various sizes according to the denomination one would think 
th~ government had d611berately tried to confuse him by ;lipping in an 
E.x.::hc-.nge ratc baned on differential calculus. As to the economic aspect of ' • 
the exchRnge: mCln aft(:r man pass(:;d through the line with the cryptic remark 
"t1~ money II '" or EI~SC, "five centsll. Cne could tell the barrel had boen scrap~d 
dry by th,~ occe.sl.on-:l handfulls of forty Or fif14r permies offe:'rod e.ccurnulated 
n~_doubt by p~ruly p~tchi~g or matching. And then, maybe ten men o~t of-the 
;,(~ 5 ,rr.~n. s~ac€:d sp~:adically throu!7.hout. t.he lint':, would pr) de;fully say, 
j'll ty ,),)l.Lar~," "!',1ehLy dolluI's", or "One hundred dollars". Poker or "Little

T..,. " ../ .. .., "ODd tot f •. " - ,' I l• . . ) ~ -. - .. : .'. ~ .. L ,., i (.:1":", .... (:] .V!\:~tl"~Uli)W I'. 
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On the luorning of the fou.rth day, Sundn;\"t ~'ay 27th, VIC had our first, 
view of our destination, Oldnaw,,\. Fran the gray sea in a cool dll.wn the dintant 

. hi11a off the' Island looknd forehoding n.a th e" loomed like a mass of low
lying ominous t:louda on th" horizon. As we crnpt silently closer to the 
entrance to Na'k.1.gusulru Bay .• the land !MSS or Tsugcn .lima loomed off our star
board bow while,1i circle 01' fleet units dotted the starboard horizon. To 
the south, off the port lay battleships frem which iS3ued heavy flasshes of 
light and blD.ck puffs of rnloke to be follow8d shm'tl;.' b:v dull booms as they 
shelled the city of Yont\baru and the installat.\ons around Baten Ko. Suddenly 
from out of the speak~rs throughout the ship sou:1ded t.he shrill air r;lic. 
alann. We had had our last prf'..ctice s(-:;vcral dnys previously with the w:'l.l'ning 
thl1.t there \~ould be no more practice, the nf'..xt tilllo woulrl. b(' the rc;:tl ~:'cCoy, 
so thiS'was it then. A tremor of excitement and expent~ncy passed through 
the ship as with weeks oIf tr;\inin~ the mon methodicnU;'r donned helmets and 
life jackets and hurried to the v,'1.rious bnttle stations. The sky s'ccmcd 
c16nr of phncs and some soel".ed disnppointed thl1.t the rl'l.id sign!ll' apparently 
Wi'lS just a wo1.rning. Suddenly, out of the hi'!,h clouds cnme A plRno, onc of 

trc drcf\.dcd Knnlikaze, a suicide plnne ....hose wnnton and useless destruction 

'of' plnne and pilot · the Amorican mind was unr..ble to understll.nd. Divin~ over 

our ship C!ffiidships, it dropped a bomh which missed b:l.dly, burstin~ in a huge 

w~ter5pout about 150 yards orf our starboard side, and rontinuGd, to burst 

into flame as it hit one of our accanpnnying destroyers 1000 ~.ards away. On 

t.he port side a s:ir.lil.,.'l.r scene took pl..nce as bL'lck smoke rolled .from a Dr-; 

"'::lcort, the victim of another Knmikl1.ze pilot. 11>0 whole incident happened 

nnd W!lS over so quickly that several were incredulous that ;an~rthinp;: had taken 

place at all. Black smoke rolling from the d:unCtged sh ips on either side bore 

mute evidence and silenced their scepticism•. 


Entering th c harbor we dropped anchor somewhere nellr the tip of Katchin 
iiAIlto and Comdr. Curtis nne! Bob Pesso.ud went ashore to find out the scorc. 
A dull four or fivQ hour wait full of conjecture finally ended with our 
disemb3.rkjng in Hi~~ins bonts nnd a. seeming intem.i~'l.ble ride across the 
b.'l.y in a clrc.1.ry rain. llle landed ,'\t flwase Dock and marched throu~h mud to our 
temporary camping nrcn. l'/hnt II sight we must have' been. T never smile when 
I sec a new group como ;\~ihore. Stllnl<ing in shorta, with rolled up sleevos 
nnd green bas(~h1.1l Cl1.p perched nt .!" jaunt.y angle, I f;urvey the new arrivals. 
Slonhtng nlong, slccv(~s rolled down, collnrs \111tt.onod, lcr,s ftrmly enc:u~ec1 
in leGliings, d,'\rk p.-'1tchcs showins at all scams where inscct rcpeJ.lant hns 
bl:(;n 6(.:l1<;rounly nppliedj ho,'\vy helmets solidly cov(;ring solemn ' f;:tces, n 
1.1"1 n (, of . a wild look in eyes a.ttemptinl1 to fathon tho unknown, bodioR bent 
fOrw:-lrd under the wci.eht of full packs, gas masks and cnrbines; I see myself 
of a f~~ weeks nr,o and I do not smile. Soon they too will discover the absence 
oC the rcportorl. venomous snakes the /lli\li\rial bea.ring mosquitoes, and better 
tllllO IJ.vorap,c snnjtary conditj ons; soon they too will know the bonutv of the 
.J ,lp!'J.nE 'sc pines, the lush green-vorourE.od hi..lls, the hi~h nrchcd sky, continunlly 
fjllr,ri with huge whit(l fleecy clmlds nnrl r, . flecting itself in the v:\stncss 
of the sllt'l'ounriing brilliant blue Pacific. 

This is an nccount of our crossing; :l.t is ncit.her n tr:\VelofTUc on OkinRw3 
or an I1.ccount of th c accomplishment 5 of the 13 Clth. I shnn It 1:,0 into the 
intimate dotllils of how wo began trucl( opur,'\tions wi thin thirtc~n hours I1.fter 
our landing, how we hrmlcd food slJPplios to men in tho front . lines or h6mbs 
to the: bomb-hllYs of nwniting planes. I sh'\n't tell vou about the torrentinl 
r:1ins those first few days with with reault1.nt mud -which was neither sour~
and doop or semi-dry wUh the consistency of cold gre;\se or which on hill 
sides, "flows /lnci drools down the b:mknll, it h:1.S beon honored cnou~h in 
nUlaCrous articles. ' 
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J sh='!1 1L t~:ll {",bout o-.ir-rC1.ids I the 1\runik"\Zo attacks cOj.nc1 rlont with CRr
nhat.t (;rini~ dj~. ch~ rgcs from nGCtr-hy anti-aircro ft batterit; [; , of snipers or 
L10.:lt.l:..d Jnp bodilJs L':;S1dv thl: roads, of Ow deep boom of ll.rtilh:I'.V at thu 
f:i ~hting front. which st::t your norv(:;~ on od.~o, of the:: silly I carlcss rii:3charge 
'If crLrblnl!S by trig,~',r-h()pr:r n:;oph;yt.es which :;oll:<:!tillles cau:Jcd c-1.:mA.ltics to 
I;ur own m..,n. Those nrt: tho horror's of v'llr conur.on to n1l nnd th,) Ilore C'uick1V 
f'1r.~otL;n tho butter. This is our cros::;] ng fill(;c1 wi.th memories of little 
incic\..;nts th;:.t will be told in homes nll over ;'\mbriC::H p0rhaps j.n the winter 
with a 1:0\'11 of popcorn bafore a bhzing wood fi re or lying l.n.z:!.ly in the 
\',' : ~li:1 sun of ~l South(;rn be;~ch. 
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2 Feb 45 

6 Feb 45 

11 Feb 45 

20 Apr 45 

27 May 45 

Jun 45 

CHROlmLOG'[ 

U. S. Naval Construotion Battalion 139 (Trucking) 

u.s. Naval Construction Battalion 139 (Trucking) 

was commissioned at Oamp Endicott, Davisville, R.I. 

Commander Ira N. Curtis, CEC, USN, was the first 

Officer~in-Charge of the Battalion. 


The Battalion entrained in four sections for the Advance 
Base Depot, Port Hueneme, California. 

The l39th Battalion arrived at Camp Rousseau, Port Hueneme, 
California, for technical and military training. 

The first echelon of the Battalion departed for Okina~a. 
Other echelons of the Battalion departed for 'Okinawa on 
26 April, 2 May and 7 May 1945. 

While the Battalion did not actually participate in any 
direct enemy action, the convoy on which the first 
echelon 81"rived was attacked by Kamikaze planes as it 
entered the harbor of Buckner Bay, Okinawa. No battalion 
casualties were suffered. 

;{ i thin 13 hours after arrival, and with less than half 
the men present, battalion operations started on tNO 
beaches. Trucks were unloaded from cargo ships, 
thoroughlY checked, and serviced. Then the battalion 
began trucking cargo from the Okinawa beaches to the 
inland supply dumps. 

For some t i me the equi pment was operated around the 

clock, and the men worked two 12~hour shifts. 


During June 1945, the remainder of the Battalion arrived 
and the tempo of trucking operations increased. Two 
Marine trucking cOIllPanies and a provisional trucking 
oompany composed of Seabees from other battalions 
joined the Seabees of the l39th. By t he end of June, 
the augmented forces were operating about 375 cargo 
trucks that served as many as 13 beaches at one time. 

While engaged in these trucking operations, the men 
end equipment were subj ected to Japanese suicide plane 
attacks. 



Jul-Sep 45 

3 Oct 45 

6 Dec 45 

28 Dec 45 

Trucking operations continued throughout this period. 
U.S. Army, Navy, and ~!arine cargo was handled. 

COmmander Curtis was detached as the Officer-in-Charge 
of the 139th Battalion, and Lieutenant Commander C. J. 
Kurzawa, CEO, USN, succeeded him. 

Lieutenant Commander C. ~T. Kurzawa was detached as 
Officer-tn-Charge of t he 139th Battalion; Lieutenant 
Co~~der John A. Erickson, CEe, USN, suoceeded him. 

Naval Construction Battalion 139 (Trucking) lJas 
inactivated on Okinawa. Most of the remaining men 
of the Battalion were aSSigned t~ battalions and 
detachments on Guam. 
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