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-17-44 - 1 Oct'44 report of 130th CB - lfo info on location. Report endor ad by- 35th g • 
.2-7-44 - 1 Nov l 44 report of 130th CB - ~port endors d by' 35th Beg. and H.A.B • 
..d-1.&-44 - Tb~ fo] loW'1-llg OBI r."queeted to receive instructions in the U3P of Bailey P!ld 

'lree.dW8¥ Brld.ge8: 27th. 58th. 7lat. 130th. and 145th. (Ctncpoa '3cc. Disr. to 
CNO, Com~pac and Oomlervpao 072356 dtd ~ nec''4) 

1-3-45 -- Regiment "0" is oomprised of the 58th, 71st. 130th and 145th CBls assi~ed te~ 
duty with ·MarCorpa(Cincpo8 Sec. disp to Comsopac 240131 dtd 34 Dec 1M,), 

1-l7-45 - 1 Dec l 44 r~ort of the 130th CB - Location not stated. Report endor~ed ~~ the 
35th Reg. 18th Bre •• R.A.B. 

1-20-45 - Th 130th as is loc~ted rt Saipnn.(Oomincpac&po conf. 1tr S~r. 0198 6td f JRllI~5). 
1-31-45 - Th 44th B.egloent aotivated 6 Dec l 44 con 1sttng of the 58th. 71st I 130t.h. and the 

145th O.B I •• (CG 3rd Phib Corps to 0 inepoa.. CNO and lOth Army 090556Z dtd 18 Ja:l l 5 ) 

a- 6-45 - 1 Joo l 45 report of the 8th Erg. _ Th 130th CB B secured OD a :Jee 44. off.
' 

and 50 men were det ch d OD. 29 Dec l 44 as 8. rty- to precede the 130tb u:S to s 
de EI tination. 

~- 7-45 - 1 Jan l 45 report of' the 130th OB - DO info on location Bepon endorsed b the 
35th Regiment. . 

2-15-46 - T"l l~Oth CB{Adva.n~", Ech...lon) is locpt"'c at ~l'ipan. (isOom3e.ip;>.ll • c. _~n to JfC 
n20216Z etd 9 F b I 45). 

-1. ~5 - Comson~c diap 2~0055 Jan14~ ~hlch ~irn~n th 130th DB to th~ 44th R-g. 1 ~1 e 
to t"", off ct that th- l::t()th CB 1. .. not. SGi,gnt"d to tn" 44trl R-"'.(Co"l, "'i p . f"' . 

to CiG Eb.taR 11s r-nt' .1M (~l n":] ('<'On"l 0121""? ntr 14 'F' 0 t 45). 
5-23-45 - 1 Feb l 45 report c f the 130th OB - 3 off. and 60 men yere detached (In 5 J En145 as 

the aecond party to precede the 130th CB to ita de8tination. Aceord1hg to the 
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_23-41: _ 1 b l 45 roport of the l30th CB (Cont) - art ic1e "Life Abo rd th. 
the 130th CB idently boarded hip on 18 Jen'45. Re ort end. b 

5- 2- 5 - Th 1 th CB arrived iPM on 6 • b l 45 end report d to COC'TSn 
CB See Itr er 7 dtd 3 to Budock ) 

5- -45 - The 130th DB 1s loc ted t ~ai ~ on te . d 
(Dlrpaedocka S •• Sec Rep of 15 Apr '45) 

5-16-45 - 1 Apr'45 report of the l~Oth CS - The forward ec lon of the Batt, conal 
20 off. and 536 men, departed from Tanapeg H rbor. Sp.ipen on 25 ar l 45. 
the rear eeh. composed of .2 off. end 100 men, were at 5 Ip hile th fl) 

v s at sea. The 8 oft. and 320 men temp ass1 ned to the Pionepr Bett, 2nd 
a8 reported in the Feb Mo Report are still detached. 50 men ()blaripl Control 
Unite) are temp Cletached from the Batt and re with the' d t.'IRrDiv. Report-t 
via the 44th Reg. and 10th Brg. 

5-19-45 - 1 )(ar145 Hpon of 100th CB - 10 tlon not giyen. 8 ofto & 0 'rD. 

Report end. 'b7 44th • 


5-19-45 - 1 Xa,r'45 report of 130th OB - res.r echelon located at Saipan & forward echelon 
conaht111g of 20 ofter. &I 536 -beached OA 13 Apr'45 at () een :Beach" report to 
the 00 Conatl'or at 44th g OD 16 Apr'45. of: otfora .. 18) returned. to tbe l3Jtb. CD 
on 13 J.pr'45 1 aYiDg " ofter. &I 160 men .tt11 temp as igned to the 2nd MarDiY. 
(Malarial Control Ul11 te) are still t detached to tlie 2m MarD!y cit IJen(Mal 
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Control UD1 t 3) assigned to 2nd MarDiT returned to the Batt on 13 Apr' 45. Report 
routed '9ia 3l1i Reg & 9th Brig. 

5-24-45 - 1 May l 45 report of the 44th Reg. - The lWth C~'9 temp duty ortier" itl:. thP ~nd 
tarDlv were terminated on 13 Apr l 45 nnd th h th ,u· h.:I. 

on 16 Apr '45. 130th C:B on duty with- -¥.tn ~ :-e ~rO~ nfor. u.Uty wit .e-= 

looth C. it 

6-16-45 - 1 Jun'45 report of 130th o! - location not giYeD. RePort ro'~ted Via 44th Jie~ &I 10 
Brig. 

6-21-~ - 1 Jun l 45 report of the 130th CB (Sec 
left O>f 1 Apr nd Al"rived Okin 

ere temp det ched from the batt in 
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7-14-45 - 130th CB det ched 1 July from the 44th Reg. Ordered to proce c\ 
report to OinO 43rd Reg for dut. (lOtb :Erg 8 corders ar 001-3 t 
OinO 130th OB) 

1.mn c!.1 

7-16-45 - 1 Jul.'4!=\ r port of the 130th CB - 10 t d at Oklna • Report viF: 43rd 
10th Brig. Rear eChelon consisting of 1 officer and 79 merl - un'45 
aboard LST 898 and arr!Ted. t Okinawa on. 26 Jun' 45. 

7_ ~ 5 _ The l~oth CB! as i d to th lOth Br and '~rd .! et 10 l 
..A.l'O ~-31 sec re ort on 8 1 run nt of CB units er 897 dtd 10 Jul ) 
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10-17 5 - C fOB. Ok1na. r th 
pd1tr 

10-18 - 1 Oct' 
Brg. 

10- -45 - Co 0 pprOT 8 t in CtiT tion 0 t 130 r 
05522 dtd 6 OCt'45 to Cine ). 

11-13- - TIl !ollow1 "con truction unit re tnm f rred fro 
:Brig. ff cUve as of 17 Oct r 45: -718t, 82nd & 130th Clls. 
• r 0632 dtd 18 Oct l 45 to OinC. 10th Bri,). 

11-1 5 - Co ervpac directs Comdt. 0 ina to inactivate the 130th CB. 
When inactlv tion i & completed. (Comservp c coni ~ltr ~r 05659 
to Coudt.. NOB. Ok:ina ) • 

Advis 
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ll-~l- 5 - lOT' 45 re rt of 130th CB - 10~ted at Okin th_ 
Q inl;a..l~ !i - 130th CB in otiv tion he. b8en co 1 ted ( te not 

Dort via 
(oucfr. 

sar 6308 dtd a NOT' 5 to Comservp ). 
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•Men In Motion 

• The 130th Naval Construction Battalion was formed 

in Cdmp Peary, Virginia, trained in Davisville, Rhode 

Island, Pearl Harbor, T. H., Saipan (Mariannas), and 

participated in the invasion of Okinawa. This is the 

story of that battalion. 

You will be taken around to every department to see 

details of organization and accomplishments during the 

war years. Mainly through photography, and partly 

through norration. YOIl will be made aware of the things 

cYlch department did of which Ih4='Y are most proud. 

Put a thousand men together for over two years of war 

and they are certain to come up with stories wonh 

telling. 

Before you become immersed in the details, however, 

there are some facts that you should know. 

The United Stotes Novol Constructioll Baltolions were 

bom in World War II. The 130th Naval Construction 

Battalion was part of Ihe Navy Department's plan to 

build. to repair. and to defend innumerable bleak coral 

atolls In the vast liquid desert which is thC'l Pacific 

Ocean. 

• The Rising Sun had thrown its bloody light on one 

PaCific Island after another unlil by July. 1942 the 

Iaponese Empire described a great circle bounded by 

New Gume::I. Guadalc:anal. Tarawa. Kwojalein. Wake. 

(Jnd Attn . 

The defense of losl Americon boses within that grenl 

circle had sometimes fallen parily upon civilian workers 

senl from the States 10 improve our slations. When 

the Japs hit Wake Island, for example, thousands of 

defenseless American construction men were captured. 

It was u~fair 10 expose untmined. unarmed. civilian 

workers to modern warfare. and it was hardly good 

military strategy. Had the construction men at Vrake 

and other Pacific atolls been trained to build and to 

defend. to repair and 10 rebuild. under conditions o! 

:,ovOg9 combat. the island·snalching jClP would flot 

have spread Sf) quickly over the Pacific:. Nava! r:.'on­

slruction Battalions were formed to meet this situation. 

December. 1941. the Same month which was scarred 

with Ihe Pearl Harbor attack. witnessed the birth or 

.the first Noval Cons:ruction Battolion. During the 101­

lowilJ4 months. Ihe program acceiemted until cllmosI 

:100.000 Seabees were trained to live and to build under 

fire. The same American genius for organi~ation. which 

sent ships and planes off assembly lines in an clva­

lanche of mass production. took constrllctiQIl men 

Irained for peace. re(Jimenled and trained them for WClr. 

By Ihe summer 01 1943. battalions were com in:; off the 

Camp Peary assembly line at Ihe rat€! of one every 

day and a half. At the height of this ferlility. thi:~ 130!h 

wos born on 9 September. 1943. 

• Most of the eleven hundred men in this giant drill 

hnll al Camp Peary. Virginia. were v,!,ry CO .lused whe n 
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this picture was taken. Most 01 Ul; had had bul four 

frustrated w eeks of boot training in which to mClke the 

tronsition Irom civilian to military. Fifteen of liS were 

under eighteen YeaTS of age, bui sixty..two were over 

thirty·eight, and our averogc;, age was twentY-l;even 

years. Besides this, more than half of us were :llar­

:ried: w ith but few exceptions we struygled through to 

a more or less suitable adjustment. We starled our 

trek from homes in large cities, frorn farms, from 

v ary conceivable walk of life. Vl0 WE-re bsurcmce 

Il!en, g rocers, weldels, merch(ll1ts, accounta:lt£ , archi­

tects, ba kers, butchers, brick mClSOllS, mailm en, ma­

chinists, dining COT stewards, teachers, solesmen, We 

cam from the sparsely settled regions of the west, 

from the north a nd from the south, and more than O:1e­

third of us were from Ihe metropolitan orens of IIlillois, 

New York, Pennsylvania, and MassCichuselts. 

Four days aller galhering in that g iant dril l h n. the 

130th entrained on 191O-model coaches fo r Davisvi lle. 

Hhode Island, where there was sel in motion ( I Ir :l inillg 

prc:grarn in d iesels. re frigeration, den:cli tion, molor 

mechanics, sanitation, mosquito control, li rst a id, junq a 

warfare. and range fir ing. Instruction was received in 

automatic weapOl~S cl:d cn ti-oircraft; the men who 

later manned guns c boer v t-!ssels on which we sailed 

fro war were taken to Newport and naval outposts 

oround Narraganset [or practice with 40mrn . defense 

<;luns. O ne of the most valuable schools in the p rogram 

conce~ned earih m oving, where men wera lr ined i:1 

lhe operation and maintenance of carryalls, cranes, 

shovels. bulldozers, hoes. clamshe1l. d tch-d iq ers. 

pa trol graders, and o ther heavy machines. 
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P OUT weeks of intensive training completed, all hands 

wen t cn Ct ten-d y lea ve, the last visit home, for the 

majority, belore snipping overseas. The picture above 

wos taken on 23 October. 1943, three days after we 

re turned from th is leave. On this day the bCltlalion 

WDS pu t through i ls commissioning exercises. 

• From the naval construc tion tmin ing schools a l Camp 

EJldicot:, DClvisville, ballo ions went on to advanced 

trninjng at one of three main points: Ca mp Lejeune. 


GlJlfpor.. Miss. , Camp Parks, near San Francisco, Calif.. 


:Jr across the fence to Camp Thomas, DaVisv ille. We 


crossed the fence. 


CQ!:!~: Thomas w os designed 10 creete the environment 


of o n overseaS bose. The camp was bleak; the quonset 


huts wer,.~ cold; primitive pol-bellied stoves were the 

only soul'ee of heat. Even after the serving line Was. 

vnc!oiied, food lost heat, became cold and unappe­

tizillC) before it could be devoured. 

But Davisville w as u nique alllong lraining ca m ps; you 

c<ltIld escape to Ihe arm s of surroundin Rhode Islcmd 

h08pitolity. Lord knows they shou ld hove been as 

tired of servicemen as weri:! other A merican communi­

tie8, but h s piece o f Ne-w Enqk::ld seemro to like us. 

The feeling was su:liciently mu:ua l that when over­
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nigh, liberties become difficult we contrived special si'-vemI tri ps were mod e to Sun Volley, a fJve-mJ!e h i or;> 

ways and means. Some Chiefs Vlere not averse to imm Co p Thomas. 

selling forged green chits to help overcome the liberty • Besides the range firing, there were problems of 

preblen:. storming and holding vacated cowca rns. extended 

At Camp Thoma :> the battalion continued some ende,. drill', our firs t taste of K·Raticn, an sc ttlebu I. 

clusse. begun at Endicott and went into pontoon struc­

tures which pioneered formations rhot later krcilitated 

unloodlny oper tions o t Normm:dy ill /unf', ]944, Rh ino 

lem es, p6ntoon slructures, !r ems orted L1cross Ihe EIIg · 

!l1iJ. ChCl IIII",1 eig hty p .. ,. <-:' ''111 cr'j 0(1 11 "Ll pl-'Ii~ lU ll If'd '): 1 

the Nonnandy becrches during the first tW\?I1!Y ou r hot 

hours 01 the invasion. Tht~se rhino-ferries were ma nned 

by Seabee:;. Along with pontoon experiments, mili­

lury training becollie 0 series of hikes, night problems, 

wid perolion of new WG<Tpons, During rhe early f~l ll. 

12 

ScutUebutt was a WClY1i with us, lit CIS weeks passed 

and the tmining program palled, and th bott lion went 

into public works. flashes came from p.very staol. Y, e 

VI .re sh: ' p inCJ to Eur pe: it was Benlluda; Wi! were 

~enm.lll C' lI ! StUIiOl l 101<':",. TI '" n e n 'I. I t I , wiv S 1 Prevl 

dance r EClst Greenwich grasped the laller str w 10 

Iheir hearts with hooks of sleel. Men prapminq for a 

loreiqn wm went 01: Iiberly with n w apprec\o iion for 

SIc:tesidf) ~""':IC07.· . A four weeks vi£:it lengthened to 

l l l' months, eoch month cold.::!" th _n the last. 



EXCGr.;t lor one ilion who br0ught hi ,.; q irl iTom Ill inoi :> 

to he married in our C Ipal on Christmas Day, few of 

us reI embered lor long that Christmas in a drear. 

military setting. The extraVmj Ullt party in Camp 

Thomas' thealer was slru ined yuletide jaiety, bravely 

hidi!lCJ the hllnkering ,for Christmas of .!!o;e d0pendabl,~ 

years. 

Every time we passed through these gates we hoped 

that next Christmas would be different. Mostiy, we 

avoided the Christmas theme. 

When the qenuine scoop 01 1 shippinCJ out celme, we 

were 011 maneuvers at Sun Valley, leclmil1CJ securiiy 

on the march the hard way, in twelve inches of snow. 

Building hipping cra tes becc.m:e q major project. Whik. 

men hammered, they wondered how many Iiberlies 

w ere le ft, and the liberty became more desperate. 

Whell we llJ r hed inlo Ell Icolt 10 111 ~Iirlill cj l. I lsi 

.)( our mili tcrry band. o. le Limed 10 look 01 An 

out fit re d y to hip. elu lIy . Vie were no t r iUdy tall, 

not to turn ill back" irrevocab ly UPO l t home. Vle were 

110' ready wh I. reslrk tioll W . d rnpecj ~)W" In Lh.,. 

midst of Endicott's \<I/mter Cm nivoL Only one man gal 

to Providence le.gal\y a fter lhal; he wen t 10 increase 

his stak,~ in the lif we were leaving by a quic - wedding 

cmd four-hour honey:n oon. 

With the Chaplaln's . r yer d rif tino somewhere oroun 

the fringe 0 our II l illds. a Red C l OSS d o' ghnut rasting 

i ts lecld in our stomachs. body all aching and racked 

with pain under fu ll packs, and c number on our he met, 

w e boarded thl? USS Fr derick Funston in a 10 r-hour 

column. O n the p ier a bond b ored, then sw unq, ....hila 

three girls ii tterbu ged. W e waved nd heeroiKi as the 
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Funston pulled away. Litlle Rhodie faded in the mist. 

The short-lived enthusiasm for a new experience was 

drowned off Cape Hatteras. drowned in vomit. when 

2/3 01 p.:Issengers and crew pewked their seasickness 

over ladders. passageways, and decks. It was a brave 

stomach that stayed afloat in the turbulent Cape. The 

calm Carribbean returned our balance. but compart­

IT!ents. below the water line. became stilling. and the 

only liquid to slake your thirst was water sickened with 

paint from the inside of the tank; showers were ra­

tioned salt water. 

ThrouCJh the Indies and into the Canal. staring at 

BalboCl .:J lld POnc.lma City through Qlasses hcmded 

moulld. hungry for the parts of the sighl which your 

imcIginalion proVided. Jerked away next day. no one 

allowed ashore. 

From the ship's speaker system. the captain called his 

crew to alert attention as we slipped quietly into tho 

Pacific. "We are now entering Japon's bac;';: yard ." 

Drills were conduded daily for all h::lnds; abandon 

ship. lire. and boat drills. One aler:...Submarine COII­

la cted of{ port side." Was Ihe Sonar sys tem's reac tion 

to a mass of lish_ 

Twenty-three cramped. monotonous days of stale 

stenches. boredom. (JIId food unfit for a dog. V/ords 

c:mllot convey the joy which the sight of Dia mond Hood 

releosed in us_ 

• Worming our way ashore and onlo wailinq trucks. 
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haH of us went io Ewq to begin the squeeze play whkh 

ousted the tired 10th Battalion a few months later; the 

other half of us crawled under pieces of canvas or 

lumber in the rain of Waiawo Gulch. The halves joined 

in ihre€ weeks. If! the meantime. work commenced on 

Ihe MC1ri:1e Corps Air Station. Ewa. c two-::md-a-hal£ 

miI:ion dd ler construction program . 

As a long assignment Hawaii had its difficulties. Too 

lor from [he Sta les to g O home. even il your !I1other 

,l 

was dying, 1;)0 for irom Pacific :lelia:1 to ir.d an obviolls 

relation between our work and the war, it b :co:ne 

necessary ior top-side to issue c statement cla rifying 

that relationship. Not many of us were content to 

spe:1d our stretch in 'he se rvice doing pest-war c ·.):')­

struclion. not, at any rate, thouscmd:; 01 r:1i1es frc r:l 

home where Ihe ralio of rrle n to wo:nen, Includin 

kanakes. nurses, and "vVAGs, was around 500 10 one , 

and the oUk er:; had that one. Fa ct is. w en W'i: le!t tne 



Stales, w o en t ecame a memory ior n"'arly all except 

(he gold bra id . A few = s ualties from Honolub's sockrl 

life were hauled in for company und cmniversmy 

:io ces at t h ~ Ewa school clllditorium, but nol many men 

:;rot their dales into bo:n b ~l helters en the moonHt lo w:t. 

Morole wos a le t of li ttle. thine],;, and i:1 most of them 

we w era fruste ted . War wes main:y wa iling, wonder­

ing where we. came in . Bui there is an end to ven 

sixteen n.on hs 01 boredo:rrl , inactivi ty, waiting, and 

post'Vlar work. The rev iews illustro te the beginning 

of a new d eal. 

• Our role in 'INodd\Vor II did not begin until w e ar· 

rived in Sai. - n to join the Second Marine Division lor 

the invasion of O kinawa. Finally, a tter live VlG rri, 

dusty weeks, o nci (I sql.l(did Christmos at Iroquois Point, 

we sh i peel 10 SCl i ~~ LIII ill two advance oschclons u boo ' 

the fra iQhters, USS A lexander an d USS JClpara, and the 

:nain body oboClrd ths o ld luxury Ii e r of the twenties, 

USS Presid n l Johnson. Other br nches of the service 

were abo rd , more spedlica lly ov er a hundred Arm y 

nurses, seqraq ted, a li usua l, 10 reg ions a bove the 

promenade decks with over a hundred lIla le officers 

11lCkwifre coltOn .d. It wa' a !ielc! trip i l l rnocracy . 

Some ot us Co ICJress had decl red gentlemen; from 

others Congress herd withhe ld tha i privilege, cllld a 

nurse's love, q idd y or sedale, ponted in Ih hal mee. 

On S ipoll i ll mid·January, 1945, ~ix months A.M. (o( af 

l11e Marines), Jops sllll hid in the h ills, dumped morlm 

shells inlo a crowd ed Seabee movie cross M!. TOP(lCho 

from our con p. We dug our first fox·holes, filled them 

with emp ly beer ca ns, lor bomb ing s were irurequ 

a r~d uneven tfu l lor us, a though I a advanca echelon 

had been shaved by shrapne Irom d bombed gas tank. 

Sa ipan meanl IWO months more w a iling, watching 

·j iont B-29s lake oU loaded lor Tokyo. and s tand ' 

quiZZica lly upon Suici Clift trying to imagine Tap 

w om en leaving of{ combiIlg their h ir to wade, ch ll 

in hand, 10 meet an indoctrinated de th in the surf. 

• W hile Ihe docks or Tonapat;; Harbor commenced 

p ilin, u p with supplies !o equip the Second Mo rine Dj· 

vision for em amphibious opera;ion, we bega to ca tch 

LIp with ihe w r. The ten monlhs on Oahu hod been 

ten luonlhs of peace-time on ·tructlon; eighi mort? 

months had siipped b y i Ir ininq, Iraveling, and wait­

inS!. Now, eighteen months o ld. the OOllollon became 

u community in nel,'/ sanse. Looming ahend were 

common danger ' dr wing Ihe tie tion o f 0 thousand 

m 11 into conm'101 • repa ratlons: shots for bubonic 

pI LIe, cholera, and typhus; lectures on cl imate, ani­

mo l liIe, snakes, pests, and d iseases; clothing 1m. reg· 

noted with DDT; gas m sks and ordnance gear bandIed 
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\vilh new affection; final lectures On mines. lI1.:Jrtars. 

sanitation. and water purification. all heard wilh new 

ears. 

I: was no secret that we were on the threshold of ael ion. 

the iargest amphibious operation yet attempted on 

Japan 's doorstep. A general court-martial threatened 

the ma n who revealed our destination, bllt the secret 

was poorly kept. Every private a,nd seaman on Saipan 

told you that it was Okinawa on Apri'! I. and everyone 

knew that it would be the first time that land-based 

lap planes might give the enemy his first definite air 

superiority against an American invasion. "Tokyo 

Rose" punctuated her nightly brw dcast with promises 

of death lor the foo lhardy Americans whom she. teo. 

knew would (Jttaek Okinawa on Easter morning . And 

while mcmy of LI S envisioned vicious bombings a nd 

~1ra!ings. some of us knew the finger of p::mic tappinq 

on our heart. Men t(lIked about the la s t letter home. 

some were certain that their number was up, but geol' 

in excess of llImching pack was carefully stored. just 

in ca e t ey did su rvive. 

We sent 320 of our musclemen with Marines Clboard 

transports to perform as shore party teo ms on Okinawn 

beaches. Other small detoils went with Morine COIJI­

bat troops to work OIl sanitCltion and mosquito contro l. 

a nd liS men were left behind a s custodians of excess 

gear. The remclinder of men and equiPlllent, about 

six: hundred of us, were loaded aboard two LSTs. 

• We had tons of equipment aboard, but everyone had 

his mind on the fHty tons 01 explosives high lest goSO­

line, 'r NT, and am manition . During the four day d ress 

rahearsal off the beaches of Tin'an , wit!1 the entire 

Second Division and supportil".g convoy, we had our 

first brush with disaster. The fear of sailors on nighl 

watch in convoy. the fear of collision. became Q reality. 

The convoy lane had become jammea, and the five 

hundred yard interval between ships narr:Jwed, become 

impossible to maintain. Watches, fore und el ft , called 

oul. "Three hundred yards," "Two hup-dred yards a ft:' 

"One hundred yards a it." a nd fina lly the ste rn ship 

leaped at us out of the night. There 'NOS a crunchi 9 

thud; lights went out; gas fumes fi lled :he (l ir; e veryone 

jumped or was hurled from his bunk. N.c: rrowly miss ing 

the watch on d uty tn the aft port glm tub, the bow o[ 

tr.e offe nding Ship struck and careened a long our port 

beam, buckling the rail and ramming one of our LC VPs. 

Me n a sleep on Ihat port deck narrowly escaped de tho 

Two dogs acquired at Saipan barked furiollsly. Bul 

morning lie]ht revealed only a lew buckled p lates nd 

railing , a damaged small boat. a nd l"ughte r. W e 

la ughed with relief against a background 01 fifty tons 

of dynamite , mlllllnilion, and high octane ga s. 

We returned to Sa ip n. took Oll a nd sent the I st mail, 

p rocured a new LCVP, and in Palm Su day delwn. 25 

March. we hit for the torgel. We had mov.::d dozens 

or limes in the post e igh teen n, onths, had IllObility down 

to a science, bUI this was our first b ig leQQua game. 

While the 320 men in shore party tea ms q uarreled with 

qyrenes over food and six-hour rela y::; in a 3-ln-1 sack 

':'lboard the transports, .ife o. the ~STs was com for­
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table, food excellent, bunks strewn a!l over the decks, 

i:1 and under mobile cargo. Everyone was ::lore con· 

genial th n usual. quietly visiting with a iilile·kncwn 

neighbor at general quarters an hour b 310re breakfas t 

and st;nrisp.. We were a commu:1ity exposed to a com­

man crisis, and we were a ea rn. The craw, mem!::erl' 

of the Amphibious Command. held themselves oleof 

from the Common Navy, enjoyed Seabee company. 

We had lots of company standing olf Okinawa on 

Eoster morni!1g. Hundreds cl ships; all over the se::l, 

fnendly veSSels. Reefs encircled the entire island wih 

few breaks; this coastline presented fewer nalura l ob­

1\tnclcs. 

• Lon before daybreak action comm nced. The neet 

laid off-shore pounding beach GlIlplocements w:th i!s 

bi<'] guns; crutSGrs and botilewGgons oul near the trans­

ports, destroyers like bulldoqs bmking their g uns under 

the nose of Ial=' shore batteries. Like ducks Dn n pond, 

w e f100 ted in the middlo with UbOlI! fi!ty other LSTs. 

Rocket boa ts slid up (1lld down the canst, closer il1 

~ven thon the destroyers, pouring fire lnto the beaches. 

i . w s still qu ite dCIrk when w e had our first brush w ith 

:h· same Top Kornikaze (suic:ide) planes which we wer 

\r;ter to know so VI H. AlIlid th - . loise of spClsmcdi~ 

,"oomin of th - Navy's big guns, suddenly w e heard 

the vwrninq corne over the speakers, "Enemy aircraft 

Ipproaching." Stwining eyes cmd ears, intens~ly al0rt 

with lann . most of us saw nothing until ZOs Clnd 1\0s 

opened up. throwing orange and red spurts ncross a 

IKlrrow strip 01 water. Some saw that bot-shaped 

splurge Qf denser b lacknes!> hurtle into the dork con­

voy, but. if the guns which opened up found their 

mark, they were too I teo That I::Ip pilot dove to meet 

I onorable Ancestors via two bulkhead~ of the LST 

in the lane next 10 us. Hit iusl abov th? w:Jler In"'. 

gasoline from the Kamikaze spe ",ing !lan:e over decks, 

the LST lit up the dawn. W e stood by to pick up sur­

vivors as "AbclOdon sh ip" becam'.O' the order aboa.r< 

the ill-fated vessel. Everything was unreal t the spec­

tator; only the man in !he water a ppreCiated and felt 

the crisis. Later, we beQ n to [eel and appreciate 

vi riousiy the exper ience of bur .iog M arines caugh t 

in a fleming compartment, or o f one saUor who, bo th 

o rms shot off, leaped from Ihe uming ship to discover 

thelt he needed OTI1'lS to slay oloa l. Sol e We look 

-:Jc oard w re horribly bu rned. 

W eeks bef ife, the hour o f invasion hod bee sel at 

eiqh t o'doc ' , and romplly on the a ppointed hour the 

morninq seo was c llt inio white rlbbo:r by LeWs 

strookinq for the beaches irom outlying transports. Two 

lanes la id a w ide smoke screen on the be ches, while 

gun from the lleei conlin ed 10 speak Ih",ir piece. No 

To ba ttery r p lied; the")", contilluM to protect their 

<;Iun posllions with stubborn ilence. 

It welS a successful fake invasion. A r w yards before 

h illing the beach, LCVPt; turned Clround undeT cov r 01 

smoke screel\ and, like chick_, s:neomed for Ih Ir 

mother transports. W e I ughed when " T kyo Rose" 

reJlOrted later in the day that the American a been 

rep lsed of[ the outheastem coast. W e to uqhed. and 
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fpllshed sleak san dwiches. and colfe<? while we stood 

b We- r; tn liolls until mid-ahernoon. That night we 

1I lied ~1U t. In Lingay en Gulf. the laps had used small 

suicide boclls In darkness, hod even thrown hand grp.­

nn de al a nchored ships. We pulled out iu!l speed 

aheod and circ1(-!cf r:lCIny miles to the northeast 01 our 

at. Th next n~orninq we came back to ernphasi7.t" 

llr faka invasion by doinq the same thing ogoin. 

W eeks luter. whe n thot southeastern coast hnd b een 

t-,I: n . y Ih,.. Spv I til Army Divi~ion . '.'If? lea rned thell 

1' \0 lap had been best prepared on that stri_ o! coost­

linE'. !lGd ciozens of inter-connected cave an t nne 

E'qulp~ with gUllS on railway tracks ready 10 cu ' 

·.. l.l~ r assclUlt to ribbons. American stra tegy ha d pinned 

this defense power down. while poorly de fended Yon­

:all and Kalena ninmips on the west r~1 coast iell 

quickly IInder our moin assault. 

Harrow ing as w as our pa r! ill the lake invasion 01 the 

southea$tern beoches. our '.'lors ! hour corne in Ihe 

n" turp uf pi r, nervous tenslo while we Toam 
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around and around in th compcmy at other tanding 

ships waiting 10 .be called 10 the beaches. We grew 

accustomed 10 rushing 10 general quarters morning and 

evening, and sometimes during Ihe day, over an ob. 

stGcla course o f conduits, vents, bunks, benches, ladder;; 

,md lockef~. We adapted ourselves to being close to 

:r.e actioTJ toward which tho eyes of the world v.,ere 

turned, CInd y et having 10 tune inio an A~erican short­

wave broodcast for !Iews of the hottle's pf'D.;}ress. But 

the wear and tear of time, fifty tons of hiqh expbsives 

in the hold, end Jap home waters, day )n and day 

out running in qreat circles, sometimes three hund~e<I, 

sometimes fifty miles off the invasion coa.t, without 

the rotecling flast within sight, lUffied our nerves. W 

were in the w orst spot most of us had known. Had we 

encountered oven the sma ller vessels of the enemy 

:k~ct . they caul hc:ve pi('k"d W;i off like duck!; on a 

pond. One sm 11 sl:elI in our TNT would have t ddcd 

cOllsiderob l y to th", </ovemlllC,'Ilt'S li~t of widows' pen ­

sions. One eV8llillC] we Horrowly slid by ( I n ine, and 

the com mond sharply ca lled for G 1IIore olerl wuich. 

• HCIPPY were we when four short w ®rd:s caJnl'! ever 

the speaker system, " We're <loinq in . " VIe wcmted to 

free ourselves Irom that volotile cargo. 

With the Iibero tinCJ message in our E" _1rS, we heoded 

for the western beaches of OkirlClwCl, which !K:d iulle!1 

oa;;ily to our ma in forces . The mouth of the Bisha Guwu 

WCl reached iust berore noon oi the ) 2fh, and w e 

drove that goping mouth of rhe LST ocross the coral 

reef, opened the passal;l8WUY, uno hurried bulldoz rs, 

loeded trucks, and construction equipme t across tne 

reei. Sr:lall boats Come alongside to receive ihe high 

test qascli!le f~om cran«s. 

• Ur: loading opemtions continued o il c lt?:r .n until 

the Beachmaster ordered us away for the nigh!. Tho 

ni::;1:t tho Japs came over with their "--cond orge a i r 

raid since D-Day, and the sky was brilliant wilh tracers. 

So:ne of us, ashore with unloaded equip 11 t, squeezed 

lIlIder cha sses and wheels, narrowly escaped the shrap­

nel which fell like rain. The rest o f us r " de our d yna · 

rniie through thot night o f firework. . The nex t d <:IY 

we got it ashore where we could run way from It. 

We felt once more in contro l of our destiny. 

Work during the first w eeks ashore vrcs hurried a nd 

confused; living was rough. A foxhole \' as something 

you dug with care; it wa~ l ot jusl a holl? in the grot nc. 

YOll took in to consideTOlion the prevailing w inds, the 

rain and the draino e, and when it was com let d y o 

stood 011 and reviewed it fro the vi w point 0 cr q u ick 

opproexch. But not many of us were prepared for 

rains which came every ex y, oile a t he rata of !l 

inch per hour. Fo x-holes seldom dried 0 I, o. d .ller 

slopping around ankle-dee , we p ut in moke-shift floors 

lrom pncking cases. 

Work '/0 pressed throuqh a Ir raids, stopping on y 

w hen actua l fi rin g commenced. Tn-leks bogged down 

O !1 the W ( IY to UI:) Iy four Army (mo. two Morine 1­

visions ot the lronts wi!h critical malerictis. Roads had 

to be raised from the sec of mud. Coral p i ts hummed 

with sho vels and trucks, ond we 9t yeci with ollr mo­
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chi nes unlIl the flak fe ll. Yontan airfield grew in spitE' unlirinq. Most of us felt new vitc:i y. new e:1ergy. in 

of harrus:;ing rc::ids; we saw it change irom c small the emergency; we worked harder with less sleep than 

gravel field into hard. whi' 03. coral strips wide and long, we evm nod before. 

where B·?9s ould land cmd get !epoirs a:!lcng innu· • No spot on earth dun ng World War II was subjected 

merable shop structures. The roads w e built solved 

genuine dH!!culties 01 front line supply; a few thousand 

yards 01 coral, a Bail y bridqe or two. and thousands 

of vehicle-hours were saved irom lunq waitip.(J at points 

01 congestion. At a Marine e vacuation hospital we 

built bomb-sheltors (or wounded veterans. One f'helter 

WClS completed too lelle; 0:1 the nicJht c! :J biq raid , 

when shrapnel filled the ir. a tent wClfd full of piltlents 

took a direct bo:nb hit. and fourteen wew killed who 

might have been Hown out the next dol' . We knew 

the stake:; were high alld wcrk€!Cl. orour:d the du::k, 

to as m 11Y air r ids per week a s w c wer on OkinClwa. 

The destroyer picket lines sixty miles 011 shore took 

ceClseless pUlIishment ot consider bl cost in ships 

(md lives. In on day 168 lap. lanes we shot au! 

of th.:' Okinawa atll!osphare. Every day saw Komi ooze 

plmll)s - rlklng for shi. or shore i lSi Hollon; m !'Iy 01 

the aO·odd ships h:t In the Okinmyo action w~'re victims 



of the ~crnikaze. Every day saw a lew laps get 

through our Quter air defenses to harmss men end 

machines at work. By the end of luly, we herd go:!!) 

fO Cond it Ion Red one hundred sixty-~ix times. 

• W e got along on surprisingly little sloop; we held 10. 

Danger released undeveloped resources within al l or 

liS. One stick of bombs fell ill OLlr bock yard. Not 

many could take life e.'1sy in Ihose days. 

• A mon took his life in his ha!1ds walkin:1 about 

-;:omp aiter dark. Everyone wus on his toes, ready for 

~n ythinq . It did 1I0! mnlter who you weno!, show CI 

ligh t dur ing an ulert and a hundred voices rose out 

of the d Tk, "Turn off tho t damn ligh! ! " O n guard W(lS 

ghat by another cd two o'clock in Ihe morning, ond 

m ilil ry pres!ige WCJS forgotten in raucolls col'll>, "Get 

the doctor!" " W here's tho! dmnn doctor?" 

To horrcrs:,inq oir raids were odded Ihe whistling 1II0r­

tor shells of one s y lop, Whistlin:;r Willie, holed up in a 

cave, who sent his missiles whining over clir h!;'ods 

an onto Kalenel a irfield during the lnte l'Nening air 

~oid . After the l.i.rst week, lTI e slopped bringlwl hunks 

of Ilak to the DOD':; office just because Ihe sanc lity of 

their sacks h been invad€d by n uqly ieee 01 

jagged sleel. Such thin;!tl become commonp l 'e, (Ilong 

wi th the Illozi:h} skyiul Clf fir,,~werks. Five dacJrees of 

ny ni9h t's :;ky would have ::mde 'r breath-lakln9 

Femlh of July oock home. 

The Islond was secured on Juno 21. Iter eighly-two 

do ys of a Ion'). vicious, 0lcpensive s:ruggle. The en­

trenched J p quns were silenced. 

• But our role was not ended wilh the destruction of 

the enemy. Men in motion Ihrough a twenly -four hour 

schedule, took no ho Iday, wen t 10 no rest camP. shilled 

shorter, ei<;lh l- in tead of twelve-hour work schedule 

and plunged into the work of raeons! cling damaged 

installalio s and expandinQ a base of fur lhE:r operollons 

OQointlt t 1e la p. Tension rela xed. the . ce su sided, 

but construction men remained i :noUon. Unlll the 

shock of two a tomic bombs and La tread of Rus ian 

troops jarred the J • inlo de eat u!1d peace, we buil 

heavy duty rood , air str ips, sho fac il i lles on Yonl.... 

We fulfilled our rolo the best we knew how, ' rsu 

a r obligations as we saw them, qav the strenglh of 

our young manhood down every avanue v:hleh opened 

unto us. V"hi! the FBI (rocked d own holl Cl mUlIon 

draft evasion cases, sente ced over twelve Ihousand 

of them 10 p rison terms, Ie a _e. ted the obligation or 

privilege 10 h elp ou nation in a time of crisi~. 

Toward the e d of that sum mer of 1945. Ingrid BerQman, 

on a USO 10 r, stood on a Berlin balcony which Hiller 

h d used, deli vered the Gelly sbe Ad'res 10 Gis, 

Russians, and Berliners In Ihe .;quar belo v. HlrohllO 

wiped lee: \'lith while.qloved n s as he sobbed a 

messo e ccepling the Potsd n peace tenus; on eoi' 

Ing Iheir ernperor's word OVH the radIo, one hundred 

milli on J p rastrated Ihemselvatl ond shed biller 

tears 01 sell-exarnin lion and self·reproa (Dornel News 

geney repOrt). W e fell good, new a r nt flood or 

reliet. It w . ov r, 01 d we had played our pori. 
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