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Det. 1(X)6 1Dacilw.tecl iJ lNPe1"8 ao!m~S.p'44. 
34 men ,.nt to Jeta!> 102'1. 1031. ad 1032,,- Jalance 
of De,a.cbM"- 10_' in•• the reaGtt.'f'ate4 l.28th OB. 

Det. 1()()8 lett J.1m Dartn!11. 30 Mart 43. 

128th CB (Pontoon) 

~o-2-,," - 128\h C'B rsaofi1vaWd aa a Pontoon Operating Battal10n slrn11e.r to the 70th c:B 
llttlieltq thtI pereonnel ot of Det. 1006 and 1047 to a great extent.(Buners 20Tli.lC1?lO 
Sepl.ws to Wlaott). 

10-26-44 - las thOJ ordered tran.f.ned from Davisville to Parke o-n 2.; Oct 144. ( Re- sf;. It r f:-om 
Davllf9'111e to Parks Da4-4!P16-4(7) Ser 4597 over IfrIW;jb dtd 19 Oct 144) 

11-1-44 - lMtbCi with 66 of'f1cer and 1146 men a.rrived Parkg from Davisvi11~ 28 Oct '44. 
(1'&2''' 290010 .f1fX OO!t44 t Q Bud.ocka) • 

.1............ U:-.0., "tilt 64 otflhra anA 1132 II"', ~e4 Parka for oYer.ea. 25 Nov' 44. 
" ..... DIe]!. te ..,.1'8 260030 llOll 4a3O 4t4 215 .....44) 

1.3-7-44 - 1 ... n»on of $I...... -It 18 pro:ttaed to ...tgn the 128tb C.B to the 36th 
~ arri"fal':ot the batt. 
1_t._ a ... :Pearl Harbor and is in the 8th Brg. (Com 14 See.. D1sp .. to ONO 

. .. DDec·44) . 
1-20-4,1; _ '!be t.hOB h at o..a(movlng to Ga.am in echelonl). ( Oomincpac&poa con!. 1tr Ser. 

Ol"tlclW a J.'45 to ClIO). t 

l-aa...t& - 8·. .... It ••.••reA to pl"0ae4 t.ae1l.1a.el¥ and report to the Oomdr. Amph •d __ 

.... Mlila.fi. ,~. ,..... 4••••• _not the l*h OJ Pontoon Detachment • 
...•t ... •.,.:r-.rdta.t,....,._. direc'''' by profer authority to 

. ...c-"ttI,*Cl te.,. r.tlB.ltlOJ1 of !'!Rlar dut18,. 01D.e 36 Reg. 1trs 
W ' 'laelf.Urp ot tbe lIeD. t6ICB-Ol-AfD/ecw dtd ~ Dec t 44) 
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128th O.!. 

1-27-45 - 1 Dec'44 report of the 128th CB - Batt departed from Camp Parkg 25 Nov' 44. 
10 into on present location. Report endorsed by 8th ~rg. and R.A.B. 

2- 5-45 - 1 Jp.n'45 report of the 8th Brg. _ ~e 1:d8th CB arrived at Iroquois Ft. or. 2 Tie~ 11-4 
And was assigned to the 36th ~~. l~ officers a~d ~~O men on detached duty. 

2- 7-45 - 1 Jan"5 report of the 128th CB - loeated in Ha.waiian area. Report end.,raed by 

the 36th Regiment. 6 detachments of loft. and 22 men each were detached on 

27 Dec l 44; 2 detachments of 5 off. and 109 men each were detached on 28 Dec' 44 
all UDder the operational control ot PhibsPao. 


2-14-45 -- The l?-Sth CB it:! loeahd at Guam (part??).(IaCOmQ,lP,., Sf'c. (lisn tr) Gem n~r)f!·21 r:tr\. 
8 ]'eb l 45). 

2-17-45 -- Th, 128th Cl3 is locat(ll(! at PeB,rl Hbr.(Com 14 3""0. diS!) to CHO 081016 1'eo'45). 
3- 5-45 - 1 1eb'45 report of the 128th CB _ location not given. Report t'ndorsed by the 

36th Reg. 
3-8-45 -- According to Dirpacdocke San Fran 15 Feb l 45 report the 12Bth CB 1s located at 

~. 	 . 
3-10-45 - 1 )lab.45 report ot the 5th ~rg. _ M'fUCed 4etacbaent ot the l28th CB (approx 


280 MD) reponed to the 5th ire. 1n Jan. !hi. detachment baa been placed. under 

the 6th Brg. tor adJl control oDl7--to~ operational control to report to Adm. 

Ooa. .Aaph J'oroea US PaoJlt. 


4- 9-45 - 1 Yeb l 45 report of the 8th Brg. - Batt h4qtrs &personnel were moved from ABED 
Iroltuois Pt to the 36th :Reg~ Oamp,Intre'Pid Pt., Oahu on 21:' Jan t 45. 41 off. 3.n~ 
789 men on detached duty. 

4-10-45 -- The l28th CB ie located BE of Piti(Guam).(5th Brg. War Diary 1 Feb to 28 Feb I 45). 

Loea,tion - Guam, UCORmhlblJl9.c 

4-13-45 - 1 APr l 4$ rep,ort .of 128th em..-· :Ba.tia1Lon. a.ecu..red work details 1 )(ar145 to prepare ff)r 
forward move. All battalion personnel not on temp. additnl duty with ADOOMPRt13SPAe 
eabarked trOll Ir0qa61a Point. Oahlh "1 Mar145. Ae of 31 Mart45 batt1n had not "et 
dlaembarked fro. ship at desttnatloa. 48 otf. and 996 men on detached duty under 
operational control ot AdOomPhibPac. ' 

4-16-45 - The 128th OJ 1s located s.~. of Pitl. Guam. (5th Brg War Diary of 1 Apr'45) 
4 .. 18-45 .. 	1 Apr l 45 report of the 36th Reg. _ The relDA.ining detach. of the 128th CB and the 

torri echlon of the 36th Reg. embarked for forwd area (Guam) on 12 ~r and arrived 
at the camp on 3l. Ma.rt45. Units of the batts of the 36th Reg. a.re particip8ting 
in forward operations under command of the A3ph Forces. f 

l-a5-40 - l2Bth CJ included in list of units deleted from 14ND. (Coo14 Sec AlrmailgrGm NCR 
13634 to CltO dtd 10 Apr'45) 

t-26-45 - Oa118ewqa at Okinawa 'being operated by l2Bth CB. (Comphibspac Cont Disp 0623.25 dtd 
19 qr'45 to BtuloClt.) 

5- 8-45 - !'he l28th C~ is located at Guam with about 300 men on forwd move. (Dirpacdocks 
S.F. Sec Rep of 15 Apr145) 

5-17-45 - 1 Ma,y 145 rtDrt of the laath C~ - 17 off. and 199 men disembarked at Guam on 1 
Apr'46. The ad'9'8llce detachment which included 15 oft. and 248 men and which were 
detached on 28 Dec' 44, reported back to the batt on 7 Apr 145 • 32 off. and 654 men 
on detached duty with, Adcomphibspac. Report routed vis, the 36th Beg. a.nd 5th Erg. 

5-21-llS 	- 1 .,.'46 r.port of tll. 86th Beg - ?Oth &. 128th as. are Jointly operating a.sembl,. 
7ar4 ia lIari....s. II "It. ass1grJ.ed to the 128th OB d11l'1ng Apr'45 b" 36th Reg. 

5-21-45 - 1 Mar t45 report of the 128th 0]3 - located at Oahu as of 1 Merch. 46 off. and 
906 men on detached duty with Adcomphlbpac. 
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Lee'tio!1 - yurun, A.dcom)f1t~; !d$.th C.B. 


0-.1-45 - 1 Jun t report of tr.e ~6th :a."'go - Element~ of thE" 7Ctt -nd 1 ~h;:'i2 t':-: J. ~-:,.: 

operations in the ~ Idrmds yith the 1.;:nph Forces. 

Q.pt1" ~:~f""::-'. 

6-28-45 - 1 Jun'4f) report of the 128th CB - located at Guam. From S MaJr l 45 to 23 V..a.v t 4fi 28 

oi:f1een " 549 men returned to 128th cB hdqtrs from letached duty. There are 

6 officers" 8a men on detached dut? with AdOomPh1b8Pac. Jeport rout~d via 36th 

Reg &I 5th Brig. 


7-1B-45 - 1 Jul t 45 report of the 36th Reg - The Amph Forces Pont A!l.seml:ly ye.! ~lf rl">r::-;' :; 
is operated jointly by the 70th and l28th CBs. 

7-~-45 - 1 Jul t .t;5 report of the l28th CB - locnted et Guam. All off. endJ'\pn ,;: t,f~ t;:~_··. 

not on detached duty with AdComPhibsPac ~re now aboa,rd ~t G\ten-:. ThF' 1"st e!"r,.:7'l'; 
on detached duty with .li.dComPhibsPac rete. during the month. Rfly:''Jl't v i;'1 ;C:5tr, '::(.&;>f' 

and 5th Brg. 
7-47-4fi - D1r:!1acdock:s P Sec: Report of 10 J'2~_Y shows the laAt,h CP at GU1'''~" d'ee~.'.:'JTI r.~_ 

Okine.wa. 

8-17-45 - 1 Aug'45 report of the 128th CB - located at Guam. 14 offers and 200 m~n ar~ O~ 
detached duty with AdOomPhlbsPac. Report via 36th Reg and 5th Brig. 

\;-14-45 - AdcofJ;)hibsp8.C is p.uthorized to rele::1se the L38th C3 r:b:)ut 1 ;;:V',L;:. /J"":': -c~ 

con f disp 110400 Sept' 45 to Adcor:lOhi b s'Oac) • 
~~-1?-'15 - 1 ~ept145 report of l;£th CB - no info 8S to locption. 

5th ~rit;.. All of!icers (.1;. m~:n ~ !~e on b~~ rd ~t !)UVA ~);" ~)!1 

AcWornPhi b sPac • 
~-18-45.. Present hdqtrs of the 36th ReF. on G-~rn ~re the 7()th (;; 1·~th:3s. ~ 1 ~~e ~ I, 

report of 36th Reg). 

1vcation -Guam 129th OB 

9-~4-45 - Officers & men of 1~8th CJ3 ....rill re:)ort to 00. Administr?tive :;or,;:;r':lG. • .;'1;.: t::~!'C'!'S, 


Marian~.s for tempdu. Upon complet ion of ternpdu report to -':':i.nC, 128th JB. (: ~n:;. 


20th ilI.,'g conf Itr ser TDO-o:.~ dtd. 23 A1.lf: 145 to Lt. Gin;'~er via 128th C?). 

10-10-45- 128th OB to be 1:nactiftted on appro:s:: 1 Nov. 145. Inform Oomssrvpac when in

actin.tion 18 completed. (OoJllserTpac coni' a:pdltr ser 05466 dtd 1 Oct 145 to 5thl3rig) 
10-25-45 -1 Oot'45 report of 128th OB - looat8d.'~at:Guaia.~". Report via 36th lleg. &: nth Erg. 

All officers &I men a.re on boa.rd. at Guam or on detached dut;y with AdComPhibsPac. 
11-26-45 -128th OB is inactivated as of 20 Nov'45. (5th :Brig conf ltr ser 13~64 dtd 8 Nov'~,~5 

to OinO. l28th OB). I 
11-28-45 -1 ]lov t 45 report of 128th CB - loeatioIfDot stated. Report via. 35th Reg. & 5th Erg. 

21 off. &, 450 men returned from duty having part1cipated in the lending of r 
Occupation Forces in Japan. Korea & Oh1na. 845 men returned from duty includinr 
366 men from 70th CB&' 50 men from 111th OB. 

INAOTIVATED 


http:Okine.wa


--01 :Bom 


-DAD OFFICERS gr ~RITt 
1 Nov l 4,4 114:3 
1 Dec'44 66 1130 
1 J_I45 66 1119 

1 J'ebl 45 65 1110
1 KarI 45 64 1103 
1 .&p~t45 64 1103 
1 """45 63 1149 
1 JUDie 63 1138 

1 Jul ' 46 S3 1093 
1 .Augt 45 63 109~ 

1 Sept t45 1111 
1 Oct '45 51 1011 
1 lIOT'45 29 878 

12a~h Conetl'UCtlon llattal1on(Pontoon) (INMl'IVATED) 

BNP6;)E 

MoR 
MoR 
M&RMo 
Mol 
MoR 
!lIP625 &. II 

:BNP625 & R 
BNP665 (~ 2
:snp6;,J5 

l!lP625 & .R 
:BNP625 & R 
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United States Naval Cons ruction Battalion 128 

United States Naval Construction Battalion 128 was originally 

activated at Camp Peary. Vi~8inia, 2 September 1943. On 9 September 

1943, the battalion, numbering about 1,100 men, was transferred to 

Camp Endicott. Davisville, Rhode Island, for advanced military and 

technical training. The Officer in Charge until October 1943 wae 

Lieutenant Commander Rupert A. Sterzik, CEC, USHa. On 19 October, 

the battalion was transferred to Camp Parke, Plea.anton, California, 

for overseas assignment. However. ita personnel ahortly became part 

of the operating force at the United States Naval ConetructlOD Battal101l 

Replacement and Recuperation Center at CAmp Parka. and the battalion 

was inactivated there on 31 January 1944. 

The 128th Naval Construction Battalion (Pontoon) was activated 

again on 28 September 1944 at Camp Endicott with Lieutenant Ca.mander 

Alexander C. Husband, CEC, USN, as Officer in Charge. In July and 

August of that year, Seabees, who previously had demonstrated the 

effectivness of the "magic box" at Salerno, Anzio, and Normandy, were 

arriving at Davisville. These were the pontoon veterans of United 

States Naval Construction Battalion De~achments 1006 and 1047. The 

greater portion of both units formed the nucleus of the 128th. 

After a brief training period, the battalion, comprising about 

1,200 men, entrained in three echelons for the West Coast. On 27 and 

28 October 1944, it arrived at Camp Parks, Pleasanton, California, '0. 
further training. On 25 November. the battalion boarded the USS Siblex 

for duty in the Pacific Ocean Area. 

The SibleI reached Pearl Harbor, Territory of Hawaii, on 2 December. 

The Seabees of the battalion disembarked, took up quarters at the Advance 

Base Receiving Depot at Iroquois Point, and were assigned to the Thirty. 

sixth United States Naval Construction Regiment. At nearby Intrepid 

Point, where the battalion moved its headquarters in late January 1945, 

the battalion assembled pontoon equipment in preparation for amphibious 

operations. 

In December 1944, the battalion formed into Pontoon Barge Platoons 

and Pontoon Causeway Platoons, and each platoon consisted of 1 officer 



and 22 enlisted men. Late in the month. the platoDD. begaD to depart 

for the Western Pacific. The platoons traveled singly aboard Tank 

tanding Ships. and during operations were attached to Commander, 

Amphibious Forces, United States Pacific Fleet. Other platoons followed 

at intervale through 4 March 1945, and by that date over 800 men were 

so engaged. 

Aboard the LaTa, the Seabees of the battalion stood 8ignal watches 

and pontoon causeway watches, and assisted in hauling. storing, and 

loading. The highly-specialized pontoon units .pread out acro•• the 

Pacific. In the Russell Ielands, platoons practiced amphibloua la.dias•• 

Eleven LSTs bearing 128th Seabees arrived in the Philippin.. for carso 

operations in February and March of 1945. Seven of theae departed after 

a month to take part in the pending invasion of Okinawa, while four 

plied among the Philippine Islands until July. In addition, platoons 

were at Guadalcanal, New Guinea, lulagi, Ulithi, and Saipan. 

While ita personnel were ingaged at these far-flung locations, 

the headquarters of the 128th, together with the forward echelon of 

the Thirty-sixth United States Naval Construction Regiment, arrived at 

Guam on 31 March 1945. 

On Guam, the battalion constructed a camp and 8 pontoon assembly 

yard, while at Leyte-Samar and other locations its LST·ba.ed pontoon 

crews were preparing for the invasion of Okinawa. 

The invasion of Okinawa and other Ryukyu Island8, one of the major 

amphibious operations of the war, saw the reconvergence of several 

128th platoons. Four days before D-day three causeway platoons of the 

128th landed with a force of Marines in the Xerams Retto. 8 small group 

of islands off Okinawa, and emplaced causeways while under air attack 

and sniper fire. The main force hit the western beaches of Okiu8wa on 

D-day, Easter Sunday, 1 April 1945, and 669 men of the battalion, under 

the leadership of C~nder Husband, took part in the assault. The 

128th Seabees had the first causeways in the water by 0800 on D-day and 

beached several causeways by noon. Troops, ammunition, fuel, and cargo 

were landed by pontoon barges by the day after D-day. At Red Beach, 

a l,425-foot floating pontoon pier was in operation by 3 April. In all, 

the platoons placed 28 sets of 2-section by 3G-section pontoon causeways. 
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More than 64»000 troops landed dry-ahod. and over 110.000 tons of cargo 

were unloaded over these structures. which were used more extensively 

than in any previous Pacific operation. 

At Ie Shima, 5 miles west of Okinawa, three platoon crews landed 

and encountered the most intensive beach resistance of the Rypkyu 

landings. Casualties did not deter the 128th Seabee. from placing 

causeways to acclerate the invasion. Another dangerous job was the 

repair of battle damage to the ships screening the invading forces from 

the incursions of Kamikaze planes. At Kerama Betta. about 100 men of 
,. 

the l28th Seabees made on-the-spot repairs to shipe under hazardous 

battle conditions. 

Pontoon warping tugs assembled and manned by the battalion kept 

piers and caseways in place during a severe Botrm on 4 April. The augs 

also cleared the beaches of scores of landing craft and barges beached 

by the storm tides. 

The operational platoons returned to Guam from May through July 

where they were outfitted and redeployed to varioua locations. Five 

casueway platoons landed on Banika Island in the Russell Group of the 

British Solomon Islands on 24 July 1945. There they assembled 25 string. 

of l-section by 3O-section causeways and 40 sets of operational gear. 

most of which they then loaded aboard LSTs. On 17 October 1945. these 

128th Seabees assisted in the camp evacuation and final cleanup and 

returned to the 128th Battalion Headquarters on Guam. Other barge 

and causeway platoons traveled between the Marianas. Ryukyus. and the 

Philippines in July and August. 

Pontoon operattons continued after V-J Day. In September and 

October 1945, about 450 men of the battalion participated in the landing 

of occupation forces in Japan. Korea. and China. At Aomori. J~pant 

pontoon barges were used to assist the Army in unloading cargo. The 

128th Seabees unloaded seven causeway sets of Yokahama and operated 

barges in Hokkaido. In Korea. they launched three causewaY8 near Inchon. 

At Shanghai, cheering throngs. firecrackers. and clashing cymbals 

attended the arrival of the Allied troops. On the Whangpoo River at 

Shanghai, Seabeas of the l28th Battalion operated four pontoon barges 

and placed a pontoon causeway. They also placed a causeway at Tientsin, China. 

3 



The platoons deployed to Jepan, Korea. and China returned to 

Guam in October 1945, where they were joined by the platoons just 

returned from Banika Island. Tht 128th Seabees prepared for redeployment 

home. In the organizational cha,sea incidental to demobilization, the 

128th ConstructIon BattalIon w8alahifted on 24 October from the ThIrty· 

sixth to the Thirty-fifth Naval ¢oDstructlon Regiment. Batta110n 

personnel were transferred to ot~er unIts for return home. The battalIon 

was inactIvated at Guam on 20 No~ember 1945. 
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Sep 43 The United. states Ba'¥al Caaatnlot101l Battal1an 128 was activated 

at Cam.P .Pear.y.. Vi11iamsburS, VJ.rgi.n1a.. b OJ.'f1cer in Charge 

was L1euteaa:at C<aander ~ A.. ste:rs1lt. CEC,J USNR. 

9 SfIll 43 The battallan mared to CalIp libUcatt, tav1sv::Ule, Rhode Iala.nd • 

19 Oct 43 The battalion vas tranat'er.red:.1to Cem;p Parka" Pleasant.on.. Cal.i.f"orn:ia. 

At the u. 8. Baval Con.struct1cm Ja:t.ta11on Replacement and 

Recuperation Center.. Camp J\\rka t.he ptraOJmel. became put oE the 

CUI.P o:peratbs torc:e. 

31 Jan 44 

26 Sep", 

l28 1CB vas 1nactlvatecl a't c.p lU'ka. 

~ l2&th liCB 'IiI&a t{itaCU....... a i'orltOClll Bsttal10n at Camp 

Endicott, Da.1'1av:1llell R.I•., nth Ltell"te1:la.1:r Cmmsxuter Alexander C. 

Husbaz)4,CEC, USlf as O.t:rJ.cer in Chal'ge. 

25 Nov 

2 Dec 

44 

44 

The battal10n embarked on the usa §alv an4 l.eft the continental. 

UD1ted states. 

The battallon d.:laembarkecl at Pteat"l Barbar, I:Java:l1 and ."3" 
quartered. at the Advance Base ~v.1ng Depot at IroQuois Point as 

pu-t ~ the ~-s1xth U,,8. !Ia'ml Couat;;ruat1Ol'l Regiment. 

?'....... .. 



12)@nn(r=lr~ Ini! g) !~\ i?l fJ 
Dec 44 In Hawa11 the batta:t1bh~ ~ed in' ~ ..~~ '::J 'j.,ito~ 

equ1paent aDd for amph1'b10W1 landiDgI_ The battal.1on vas 

broken up into Pontoon Earp Platoana &D4 Pontoon CourMWay 

P.l.a.toans. !he pl.a.toons consisted at 1 o.tt1c:er and 22 enl1ated men. 

on r.sr u caap:ments of tbe Cl"fIIEJ'dar, AIQb1blcu.a Pare., United 

State. Paaiftc Fleet. Sale ~ the ;platoone ve.nt to the au.ell 
Islands to pracrt;1ee lUIlib1b1ou.a laa4Saga. 

U platOOD.8 ot lJiBtb. Seabees arrived 1n the lb1l1pp1ne Ielanda 

Zor cargo handling. Dur.I.ns tbeae JICD'tU the l.26tllllaA platoooa an 

the lhU1)1P1n,e Islam., QI8dalc:arw1 , lIew Qu1nea" Tulasi, Ulith1, 

and satgan aDd au.e.m in the Marianaa. auaa .. -.de headquarters 

ot the 125th batta11ou. On Guam. the l26th .. a"""he4 to the 

36th Na'V8l Conatruct1on Reg1111ft11't It ~ MI1 ~ the battalion 

constructed. a. p:mtoon auembly 181"4 on Quam. WUe the platoons at 

other lOCa.U.OZl8 tra1ned -ror the aClll:lns ;f.zrnuI1on ot tbe laland at 

Okinawa 1n the BJukns 

28 Mar 45 Three caua~ platoons took lBl."t in land1nge an Keraua Betto Islands 

~ the .RJUkws grau.}). 

1 Apr 45 The main bex'ly of the l2B NCl3, 669 men landed on the western beaches 

ot Ok:1nawa.. The pontoon C8U8EMQ1J and 'barges were used to land 

troops, ammunition, :tue1. and other supplies tor the lnvad1Dg forces . 

. t. 
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Apr-May 45 

Ma.y-Jul 45 

24 Jul 45 

Sul-Oct 45 

5ep-Oct 45 

17 Oct 45 

24 Oct 45 

20 :iov 45 

The elements ot the battalion continued to work on Ok.1r~wa, 

'Working on their pontoons J UIlloading men and cargo and a.t 

Kerama Retto even ~. 

A number at platoons ccmt1nued working on Guam while otmrs 

returned to Guam tor reoutfttt1ng and then were redeployed. 

F1ve causeway :Platocms landed on Bon1ba. Island in the Russell 

Islands to assemble C8.U8ewtqtt. 

The five caus~ pJ.a.toons continued working on Boniba.. other 

platoons traveled and. vorked in the Marianas. R,yukus and 

Philippines. 

Men ot the battaJ.ion pa.rtic.1pa;ted in landings in Ja.};aIl, Korea and 

China. The Seabees operated pontoon barges and installed causeways. 

The 128th Seabaes returned to their headquarters on Guam. 

The 1.28th Construot1on Battalion was transferred to the 35th 

Na.val Construction Regiment and battalion IJe,rsonneJ. -..rao transferred 

to other units tor transf'er home. 
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