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“Construimus, Batuimus”
“We Build, We Fight”



Det. 1006 inactivated by BuPers BOTm%Q)\Sop'M.
34 men sent to Dets, 1027, 1031, emd 103272 Balance

of Detachment going into the reactivated 1&3}3“3&

Det. 1006 left ABD Daviwville 30 Mar'43.

. 128th @B (Pontoon)
5CTC - Davisville

ABD ~ Parks

ieady Date ~ 15 '3'144

w:eft ABD - 44
Location -u-gr Guam

l0~2-44 ~ 128th CB reactivatéd as a Pontoon Operating Battalion similer to the 70th CB
utilizing the perlonnel of of Det, 1006 and 1047 %o a great extent. (Buners 20TWX1710
Sep'44 to Endicott),
10-26-44 - 128th CB ordered tm:forred from Davisville to Parks on 23 Qct'44., (Rest., ltr from
Davisville to Parks NM24-4/P16-4(7) Ser 4537 over HWW;jb dtd 19 Oct!44)
11-1=44 « 128tn GB with 66 officer and 1146 men arrived Parks from Daviavilie 25 Oct'44,
(Parks 290010 TWX 0CT'44 to Budocks).
1-39-44 - The 138th . 68, with 668 officers snd 1132 men, departed Parks for overseas 25 Nov'44,
Farks See. Disp. to Bupers 260030 NCR 4330 dtd 25 Nov'44)
v!44 report of 36th Beg, - It is propsed to assign the 138th CB to the 36th
st upon arrival of the batt,
(2=16-44 - m £B located at Pearl Harbor and is in the 8th Brg. (Com 14 3ec. Disp. to CNO
3 ﬁs& 13 Dect4s)
128th 0B is st Ouwam{movine to Guam in echelons).(Comincpacépoa conf, ltr Ser, ,
0198 asd 6 Jan'45 to ONO). d

106G

1Bu7=dd -

1-32-456

US Pa ris fﬁ!‘ ‘km d,uw as & unit cf the 1381=h 0B Pontoon Detachment,
i!m of this teuporary duty and when tiinetmi by profar authority to

he 04RO 138th OB for resumption of 3 0inC 36 Reg. 1ltrs
¢ in charge of the men GENCE~01-ATD egw 4td 51*Dec!d4)
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128th .8,

4

1-27-45 - 1 Dec'44 report of the 128th CB - Batt departed from Cemp Parks 25 Nov'4d,
No info on present location. Report endorsed by 8th Brg. and H.A.B,

2- 5-45 - 1 Jan'45 report of the 8th Brg. - The 128th CB arrived at Iroquois Ft. orn 2 Dec'td
and wes assigned to the 36th Reg. 16 officers and 350 men on detached duty.

2- 7-45 -~ 1 Jen'45 report of the 128th CB - located in Fawailan area. Report endorsed by
the 36th Regiment. 6 detachments of 1 off. and 22 men each were detached on
27 Dec'44; 2 detachments of 5 off. and 109 men each were detached on 28 Dec'd4d --
all under the operationsl control of FPhibsPae. ,

Peld=dh we The 128th CB is located at CGuam (part??).(IsCGmGﬂmm Seg. Aigsv to CWO NZNEDL A4
8 Feb'45),

2=17-45 -~ The 128th CB is located at Pearl Hbr.(Com 14 Sec. disp to CNU 081016 Feb'45).

3- 5-45 - 1 Feb'45 report of the 128th B - location not given. Report =ndorsed bty the
36th Reg. .

BBl g;z::rding to Dirpecdocks San Fran 16 Feb'45 report the 128th CB is located at

3-10-45 - 1 Ted'45 report of the 5th Brg. - Advanced detachment of the 128th CB (approx
290 men) reported to the S5th Brg. in Jan. This detachment has been placed under
the Bth Brg. for adm control only-~for operational control to report to Adm.
Com, Amph Forces US PaoFlt. :

4- 9-45 ~ 1 Feb'45 report of the 8th Brg, ~ Batt hdqtrs & personnel were moved from AERD
Iroquois Pt to the 36th Reg. Camp,Intrepid Pt., Oahu on 26 Jen'45, 41 off, 2and
789 men on detached duty.

4-10-45 -~ The 128th CB i8 located SE of Piti(Guam).(5th Brg. War Diary 1 Feb to 28 Peb'45),

Location - Quam, Adcomphibspsc

4-13-45 - 1 Apr'45 report of 128th (B.- Battalion secured work details 1 Mar!'45 to prepare for
forward move. All battalion personnel not on temp. additnl duty with ADCOMPEIBSPAC
embarked from Iroqudis Point, Oahu, 7 Mar'45. As of 31 Mar'45 battln had not yet
disembarked from ship at destination. 48 off. and 996 men on detached duty under
operational control of AdComPhibPac. )

4-16-45 - The 128th CB is loceted 5.E. of Piti, Guam. (5th Brg War Diary of 1 Apr'45)

4-18-45 - 1 Apr'45 report of the 36th Reg. - The remaining detach. of the 128th CB and the
forwd echlon of the 36th Reg., embarked for forwd area (Guam) on 12 Mar and arrived
at the camp on 31 Mar'45, Unite of the batts of the 36th Reg. &are participsting
in forward operations under command of the Ajph Forces.

4-25-45 ~ 128th CB included in list of units deleted from 14ND. (Coml4 Sec Airmailgrsm KCR
13634 to CNO dtd 10 Apr'45)

4-26~46 - ggu:;m at gi:;mm being operated by 128th CB. (Comphibspac Conf Disp 062325 dtd

to ocks

5- 8-45 - The 128th CB is ]?czgted at Guam with about 300 men on forwd move. (Dirpscdocks
S.F. Sec Rep of 15 Apri45)

5-17-45 - 1 May'45 rgort of the 128th CB - 17 off. and 199 men disembarked at Guam on 1
Apr'4b. The advance detachment which included 15 off. and 248 men and which were
detached on 28 Dec'44, reported back to the batt on 7 Apr'45. 32 off. and 654 men
on detached duty with, Adcomphibspec. Report routed vis the 36th Reg. and 5th Bras.

6=21~45 - 1 May'45 report of the 36th Reg - 70th & 128th OBs are jointly operating assembly
yard in Marianas. 53 men assigned to the 128th (B during Apr'45 by 36th Reg.

5-21-45 ~ 1 Mar'45 report of the 128th CB - located 2t Oalu as of 1 Merch. 46 off. and

906 men on detached duty with Mcomphibpa c. A
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Lection - Guem, Adcomhifibapac 1:28th C.B,

S-.1-4% = 1 Jun'43 report ¢f the 78th Reg. -~ Zlements of the 70tk
operations in the Ryukyu Islands with the Lmph Forces.
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6-28-45 -

officers & 549 men returmed to 128th CB hdqtrs from &etached duty. There are
6 officers & 88 men on detached duty with AdComPhibsPac. Report routed via 36tk
Reg & 5th Brig.

7-18-45 -~ 1 Jul'45 report of the 36th Reg -~ The Amph Forces Pont Assemhly ¥d, Mrrianr: g
is opersted jointly by the 70th and 128th CBs,

7-20-4% - 1 Jul'45 report of the 128th CB - locrted et Guam, All off. =zndmen =f tre Lnus

P

not on detached duty with AdComPhibsPac are now sboard ot fuem. The lost groups
on detached duty with AdComPhibsPac retd during the month. Rencrt via J6ih des
and 5th Brg.

7-27-45 - Dirpecdocks P Sec Report of 10 July shows the 128th CF at Guam. shcednled 7=

Okirawa.

8-17-45 ~ 1 Aug'45 report of the 128th (B - located at Guam. 14 offers and 200 men are on
- detached duty with AdComPhibsPac. Report via 36th Reg and 5th Brig.
9-12-45 - Adcomphibspac is authorized ts relemse the 1.8th CR sbout 1 Jisviad, "l riioso
. conf disp 110400 Sept'45 to Adcomphibsnac). '
¥-17-45 - 1 3ept'45 report of 128th CE - no info ss to location. .ensrt wis 77. z
5th zrig. All officers & men rre on borrd at DUVA o7 on aetsohed unty
AGComFhibsPac.
-18-45 ~ Present hdqtrs of the 35th Reg on Guem are the 70th & 12%th T3s. (1 de ' ?
report of 36th Res).
Location -Guam 128th CB

89-24-45 - Officers & men of 128th OB will renort to 00, Aduinistrative Jorunnd, rhibforees,
Merisnas for tempdu. Upon completion of tempdu report to Jinl. 128th J3. [lind
20th Reg conf 1lir ser TDO-52 dtd 23 Auc'4s to Lt. Ginrer vis 128th C3F;.

10-10-45- 128th CB to be inactivated on approx 1 Nov.'45. Inform Comservpac when in-

PP

activetion is completed. (Comservpac conf spdltr ser 05466 dtd 1 Oct'45 to S5thBrig)
10-25-45 -1 Oct'45 report of 128th CB - locatéd .at Guak,.: .. Report via 36th Reg. & 5th Brg.

All officers & men are on board at Guam or on detached duty with AdComPhibsPac.
11.26-45 -128th CB is inactiveted as of 20 Nov'45, (5th Brig conf ltr ger 13264 dtd 8 NHov'aD
to 0inC, 128th CB).
11-28-45 -1 Nov'45 report of 128th CB - locatioqéat stated. Report vis 35th Reg. & 5th Brg.
2l off. & 450 men returned from duty having participated in the lending of

Occupation Forces in Japan, Korea & China. 845 men returned from duty including
366 men from 70th (B & 50 men from 11lth CB. )

INACTIVATED

-
P

1 Jun'4b report of the 128th CB - located at Guam. From 8 May'45 to 23 May'45 28

4
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O BOARD

DATE OFFICERS MER AUTHORITY
1 Nov'aa 1142 RNPS S

1 Dec'4s 66 1130 MoR

11 ;an'iﬁ 66 1119 MoR

b' 45 65 1110 : MoR

1 Mar'45 64 1103 Mok

1 Apr'45 64 1103

1 Mey'45 63 1149 MoR

1 Jun'45 : 63 1138 BNP625 & R
1 Jul'4s 63 1093 BNP625 & R
1 sug'45 63 1092 BNPELS & =2
1 Sept'45 1111 BNPELE

1 Oct'45 51 1011 ENP625 & R
1 Hov'45 29 878 BNPE25 & R

128th Conetruetion Battalion(Pontoon) (INACTIVATED)
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United States Naval Construction Battalion 128

United States Naval Construction Battalion 128 was originally
activated at Camp Peary, Virginia, 2 September 1943. On 9 September
1943, the battalion, numbering about 1,100 men, was transferred to
Camé Endicott, Daviaville, Rhode Island, for advanced military and
technical training. The Officer in Charge until October 1943 was
Lieutenant Commander Rupert A. Sterzik, CEC, USNR. On 19 October,
the battalion was transferred to Camp Parks, Pleasanton, Califormia,
for overseas assignment. However, its persomnel shortly became part
of the operating force at the United States Naval Construction Battalion
Replacement and Recuperation Center at Camp Parks, and the battalion
was inactivated there on 31 January 1944.

The 128th Naval Construction Battalion (Pontoon) was activated
again on 28 September 1944 at Camp Endicott with Lieutenant Commander
Alexander C. Husband, CEC, USN, as Officer in Charge. In July and
August of that year, Seabees, who previously had demonstrated the
effectivness of the "magic box" at Salernmo, Anzio, and Normandy, were
arriving at Davisville. These were the pontoon veterans of United
States Naval Construction Battalion Depachments 1006 and 1047. The
greater portion of both units formed the nucleus of the 128th.

After a brief training period, the battalion, comprising about
1,200 men, entrained in three echelons for the West Coast. On 27 and
28 October 1944, it arrived at Camp Parks, Pleasanton, California, foz
further training. On 25 November, the battalion boarded the USS Sibley
for duty in the Pacific Ocean Area.

The Sibley reached Pearl Harbor, Territory of Hawaii, on 2 December.
The Seabees of the battalion digembarked, took up quarters at_;he Advance
Base Recelving Depot at Iroquois Point, and were assigned to the Thirtye-
gixth United States Naval Construction Regiment. At ha@arby Intrepid
Point, where the battalion moved its headquarters in late January 1945,
the battalion assembled pohtoon equipment in preparation for amphibious
operations.

In December 1944, the battalion formed into Pontoon Barge Platoons
and Pontoon Causeway Platoons, and each platoon consisted of 1 officer




and 22 enlisted men., Late in the month, the platoons began to depart
for the Western Pacific. The platoons traveled singly aboard Tank
Landing Ships, and during coperations wara attached to Commander,
Amphibious Forces, United States Pacific Fleet. Other platoons followed
at intervals through 4 March 1945, and by that date over 800 men were

50 engaged.

Aboard the 1578, the Seabees of the battalion stood signal watches
and pontoon causeway watchee, and assisted in hauling, storing, and
loading. The highly-specialized pontoon units spread out across the
Pacific. In the Russell Islands, platoons practiced amphibious lendings.
Eleven LSTs bearing 128th Seabees arrived in the Philippines for cargo
operations in February and March of 1945, Seven of these departed after
a month to take part in the pending invasion of Okinawa, while four
plied among the Philippine Islande until July. 1In addition, platoons
were at Guadalcanal, New Guinea, Tulagi, Ulithi, and Saipan.

While ita personnel were ingaged at these far-flung locations,
the headquarters of the 128th, together with the forward echelon of
the Thirty-sixth United States Naval Construction Regiment, arrived at
Guam on 31 March 1945.

On Guam, the battalion constructed a camp and s pontoon assembly
yard, while at Leyte~Samar and other locations its 1LST-based pontoon
crews were preparing for the invasion of Okinawa.

The invasion of Okinawa and other Ryukyu Islands, one of the major
amphibious operations of the war, saw the reconvergence of several
128th platoons. Four days before D-day three causeway platoons of the
128th landed with a force of Marines in the Kerams Retto, sz small group
of ialands off Okinawa, and emplaced causeways while under air attack
and sniper fire. The main force hit the western beaches of Okinawa on
D-day, Easter Sunday, 1 April 1945, and 669 men of the battalion, under
the leadership of Commander Husband, took part in the assault. The
128¢th Seabees had the first causeways in the water by 0800 on D-day and
beached several causeways by noon. Troops, ammunition, fuel, and cargo
were landed by pontoon barges by the day after D~day. At Red Beach,

a 1,425=foot floating pontoon pler was in operation by 3 April. 1In all,
the platoons placed 28 sets of 2-gection by 30=section pontoon causeways.
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More than 64,000 troops landed dry-bhod, and over 110,000 tons of cargo
were unloaded over these structures, which were used more extensively
than in any previous Pacific operatiom.

At Te Shima, 5 miles west of Okinawa, three platéon crews landed
and encountered the most intensive beach resistance of the Ryukyu
landings. Casualties did not deter the 128th Seabees from placing
causeways to acclerata the invasion. Another dangerous job was the ‘
rvepafir of battle damage to the ships screening the invading forces from
the incursions of Kamikaze planes. At Kerama Retto, about 100 men of
the 128th Seabees made op=-the~spot repairs to ships under hazardous
battle conditions.

Pontoon warping tugs assembled eand mammed by the battalion kept
plers and caseways in place during a severe sotrm on 4 April. The Bugs
also cleared the beaches of scores of landing craft and barges beached
by the storm tides.

The operational platoons rveturned to Guam from May through July
where they were outfitted and redeployed to various locations. Five
casueway platoons landed on Banika Tsland in the Russell Group of the
British Solomon Islands on 24 July 1945, There they assembled 25 strings
of l-section by 30-section causeways and 40 sets of operational gear,
most of which they then loaded aboard ISTs. On 17 October 1945, these
128th Seabees asssisted in the camp evacuation and final cleanup and
returned to the 128th Battalion Headquarters on Guam. Other barge
and causeway platoons traveled between the Marianas, Ryukyus, and the
Philippines in July and August,

Pontoon operations continued after V-J Day. In September and
October 1945, about 450 men of the battalion participated in the landing
of occupation forces in Japan, Korea, and China, At Aomori, Japan,
pontoon barges were used to assist the Army in unloading cargo. The
128th Seabees unloaded seven causeway sets of Yokahams and operated
barges in Hokkafdo, TIn Korea, they launched three causeways near Inchon,

At Shanghai, cheering throngs, firecrackers, and clashing cymbals
attended the arrival of the Allied troops. On the Whangpoo River at
Shanghai, Seabeas of the 128th Battalion operated four pontoon barges
and placed a pontoon causeway. They also placed a causeway at Tientein, China.




The platoons deployed to Japan, Korea, and China returned to
Guam in October 1945, where they were joined by the platoons just
returned from Banika Island. The 128th Seabees prepared for redeployment
home, In the organizational changes incidental to demobilization, the
128th Construction Battalion was shifted on 24 October from the Thixty-
gixth to the Thirty~fifth Naval Construction Regiment. Battalion
personnel were transferred to other unite for return home. The battalion
was inactivated at Guam on 20 November 1945.




Sep 43

9 Sep 43

19 Oct 43

31 Jan bh
28 Sep Wb

27-28 Oct 44
25 Nov U

2 Dec b

i ";;.._‘:.,,\3[-\‘

e

i < it !
oy Aii‘f‘“

TTINERARY U. §. FAVAL CONSTRUCTION BATTALION 128

The United States Naval Construction Battalion 126 was activated
at Camp Feary, Williamsburg, Virginia. The Officer in Charge
was Lieutenant Commander Rupert A. Sterzik, CEC, USNR.

The battalicn moved to Camp Endicott, Davisville, Rbhode Island .

The battalion was transferred to Camp Parks, Flemsanton, California.
At the U. S, Haval Construction Batialion Replacement and
Recuperation Center, Camp Parks the personnel became yart of the
camp operating force.

128 XCB was inactivated at Camp Parks.

The 126th NCB was feactivated as a Fontoon Betialion at Camp
Endicott, Davigville, R.I., vith Lieutenant Comander Alexander C.
Husband,CEC, USN as Officer in Charge.

The battalion arrived at Camp Parks to undergo training.

The battalion embarked on the USS Silley and left the comtinental
United States.

The battalion disembarked at Pearl Harbor, Haweli and was»
quartered et the Advance Base Recelving Depot at Iroguois Point as
jact of the Thirty-sixth U.S. Neval Construction Reglment.



Dec 44

Dec hheFeb 45

Mar L5

28 Mar 45

1 Apr 45
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In Favaii the battalion trained 1n the usaubly ur pontom
equipment and for auphibicus landingn. The battalion was

broken up into Pantoon Barge Flatoons and Pontoon Courseway
Platomns. The platoons consisted of 1 officer and 22 enlisted men.

The platoons of NCBI2S began deploying to the Western Pacific
on 1ST as components of the Commander, Amphibious Forces, United
States Pacific Flset. BSome of the platoons wvent to the Rusaell
Islands to yractice amphibvicus landings.

11 platoons of 128th Seabees arrived in the Philippine Islands

for cargo handling. During these months the 1206th had platoons on
the Fhiltppine Islands, Cuadalcapal, New Cuinea, Tulagl, Ulithi,
and Saigon and Guem in the Marianas. Cuam was mede headquarters
of the 125th battalion. On Guam the 128th was attached to the
36th Naval Construction Regiment. The men of the battalion
constructed a pontoon sasembly yard on Cuam vhile the platoons at
other locations trained for the coming invasion of the island of
Okinawa in the Ryulms '

Three causeway platoons took part in landings on Kermma Retto Islands
of the Ryukus group.

The main body of the 128 NCB, 569 men landed on the western beaches
of Okinawa. The pontoon causevays and barges were used to land
troops, smmunition, fuel and other supplies for the inveding forces.
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Apr-iay 45

May=Jul 45

2k Jul 45

Jul=Oct 45

Sep=Oct 45

17 Oct 45

24 Oct 45

20 Jov 45

battalion continued to vork on Okinawa,

The elements of the
vorking on their pontoons, unloading men and cargo and at
Kerams Retto even repairing.

A number of platoons continued working on Guam while others

returned to Guam for recutfitting and then were redeployed.

Five causeway platoons landed on Bomiha Island in the Russell

Islands to assemble causeways.

The five causeway rplatoons continued working on Boniha. Other
platoons traveled and vorked in the lMarianas. Ryukas and

Philippines.

Hen of the battalion participated in landings in Japan, Korea and
Chira. The Seabees operated pontoon barges and installed causeways.
The 128th Seabees returned to their headguarters on Guam.

The 128th Construction Battalion was transferred to the 35th

Haval Construction Reglment and battalion personnel was transferred

to other units for transfer home.

+CB=128 ms inactivated on Guan.
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