
 

“Construimus, Batuimus” 
“We Build, We Fight” 

125th Naval 
Construction 
Battalion    

Historical  
Information 



· . 

\. 

J 

(~j o/3cJ~) fLu~ 
o I~ S'/.id ~J ~Q.{.. 

{CII',:;;t? C(, ~~ /OA-IU 

o I ~ S 15? ~a:j., 

'. a...tMaol t." ~ f::tJ ~ 

~ (1,A-Rc. ad oI""'tf' 
/O.,;{O S'o ~. 

r 

Location - ~ 1.2~th ,O.B. t 


0/ 

LO-15-44 - lSep'44 report of 125th C:B - o~erating F.t LueluAle:t.. Makaha Gulch. Waihr'.,;A. 
(Oahu). Estimated date of completion of present aes1~n.ment is 1 !To,.·' 4.4. Repart 
endorsed b7 8th Reg. 

1-15-44 -- The 1~5th a:B b assien!?d tl') the 37th Ree. (Comserforpaefl t See. ltr 55-CiO'l/f~k OJ "'l' 

Ser. 0010OSto aNa dtd 414'0",'44) • 
.1-16-44 -- The 125th GB is lleated at Pea.rl Hor. (Com 14 -.c. dis-p t")~NO 062243 l~CR 15886 

dtd 11 Nov 144) • . 

1-17-44 - 1 Oct~44 report of l.a5th 0:1 .. Opera'be at Oahu (Wahiawa. Waianae. Lu.a1uale1) 
htiIBtel a.. of ooaple'ton of pre..' a••i.gueat t. 1 .0.,'44. Report eII.doreed 
b7 "h B.edMa'. t' 

2-7-44 - 1 .0.... 44 l"epOr' ot 7th Beg. _ 135th OJ; 'eta..chec1 trom the 7th Reg. 10 Oct t 44• 

.2-7-44... 1 ""'44 ~ of 125th OlJ - '10 ufo Olt lo_tlol1. 

1-11-45 - 1 hot" report of 125th 013 _ Reponendort$4 br 8th Brtg. md R.A.B. 

2- 7-45 - 1 i_'46 report otthe 125th OB - toeatel ill Hawaiian area. Report endorsed by 


themh~t. 
3-17-45 - Tn. 125tb. a:s 18 loeat_d at Pearl Hbr.(Oom 14 See. d.1Bp to CNO 08101t; dtd Feo I 45). 

-26-45 - l:reb145 re.port of the 125th 0» - lo.at... with JiAlfCB and 37th Beg. 

i-1a-45 - 1 Ap:r'45 rep" of the 125th OB - Operating at Lualua1el. Wahiawa, Wa1kele. and 


Ba:r'bera pt. ' 

5- 8-45 - the l35th 0:1 is loeatea. at Oahu. assigned Okinawa. (Dirpa.cdoeks S.l. Sec Rep of 


15 Apr' 45) 
...... - .l..-t ;te :r~4t ~ aa - ao tat. ,. 1••1;:1.•• Iou,... Via 37~ Rec a. 8th Brig. 
5-1"" - 1 "".npen of Ift.Il Bee - 0.--.. H .... A lath CD. 
~21-45 - 1 Matt. report of the 135th CB _ operations at Lua1uale1. Wahiawa, W~ikele Gulch. 
-13-45 - D1rpaedocks SF tee r~ of 15 May shows the 125th OB at Oldns'/a.. 
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A?,D HiHmeM..e 

;:ter:.dy Date - 10 1eb f 4.(" 

LeftA.3D .~8 l!'e'b t 44 

Location - Peel Ihp."r Okinawa 

~ 
ONO orllers tra.nsfer of the 125th CB to NCrr'e Dl"vi~vill,e, <!'!:Icnt :~l l..'..':~'4;"7. (::>-,;,""'. 
Dian. 281929 NCR 8254 from V'C~!O to Pee.ry dtd 28 A.ug 43)' 

10- 4-43 - CNO orders transfE't" of the 1;~5th CB to ParF9 about 10 Oct'4Z. (Conf. Ji<>:). 
021621 NOd 411~ from VCNO to D~v1sville dtd 2 Oct 143) 

1-84-44 - 125th VB departed PFlrR:s for Hueneme 25 Janl44. (24TWX1621 Jqn 44 f'r"m :r:;,,~:~ tQ 
Hueheme) 

3- 6-44: - 125th CB le ft .t).]D 28 1...b' 44. (WiI{) 
3-27-44 - 125th CB reported to 3nd Brigade and assigned to 8th Reg. on 5 Mp.rI4A. {2!1~ -;r~-E. 

3rd end dtd 5 Me,rlM on Port Huneme orders NT4-fi9/P16-4 c1.td, ;~fi ?eb'A.4) 

5-12-44 - 1 Aprl44 report of' 125th C:B - operating :'I.t Iroquois Pt. 

6-lA-44 _ 1 Mayl44 report nf 1'~5th CB - o,!>erptinf" I9.t Lua1uale1. ~·laiFi,nt'\.p. • .if:·,1:!)'\." ?r)'int, 


Wo.hiawa. 

7- F.-44 - 1 Jun'44 report of 125th CB - oper!'lttnp' :->t Lu:oln.?lAi. \,ls.hi1H·m, 'd"'tJ:ln!l.~. ?no. 


c,vsipio Point. 

8-11-44 - 1 Ju1'44 renort 1')1' l:~5th 0f:; _ operl'ltinp ?t l-iBkphA. r.'cl1ch (t;l:<>~r'n<>.-;). J: 4;-';.; f-t.:'lt 


(,iA.ike1e. West Loch). Lu"-l'l"'lpi, ~nd t-l,:;th"'",,"-!. 

"3-&-44 - 1 .l\ugl44 report of 125th aB - onerf'tin.e: 'It MnJ>:pha Gulch. '/&i?l!'.l .Pt., Lu'<!u;-.lei, 


A.nd Wl'dhnwl'>,. 


Locs,t iOll - Okina""a 

0-21-45 - The 125th 03 departed P.R. 12 MaY'~~t ETA Okinawa 20 Jul'45. (Comservpnc sec 

diap 172055-to Bupers) , 


7-6-45 - 1 Jun'45 report at the 37th Reg - 125th em departed Oahu 12 M8I'145 tor forward 

lOQa·UU. 


7-14-45 - 125th OB detached 1 July from the 42nd Reg of the 10th Brg. Ordered to pro~ped 


immediately and report to OinC 8th Brg for duty. (lOth Erg sec orders ser C'_ 

dtd 1 July to OinO 125th 013) (', ,.. , 


7-14-45 	_ 125th OB reported 25 June to 10th Brg. Ordered to further report to ..:1.n"" 42nd 

, .:-.c Reg for temp duty. (lOth Brg cont orders ser 0106 dtd 25 June to OinO 125th CB) 


7:':'16-45 - 1 Jul'45 report of the 125th C:8 - locatEld at Okinawa.. Batt left F.E. on 1:6 MFY· 
Stopped over at. Eniwetok and Ul1thi and arrived Nakagusuku BAY on 17 June. J1s­
embarked on 17 June at Gray Beach. On 19 June. batt moved to new c<!mp site 1/4 
mile 1nland from Tobaru. 

?-dC-45 - The 125th 0:8 ass1gned to the 8th Brg .'1nd 37th Reg effective 10 ,J'~ly. (GIj':" PJ>":; 
331 sec report on ass1gr~ent of CB units ser 897 dtd 10 July) 

8- 2-45 - ':'he 125th CB reported to the ~7th Reg on 1 July for duty. (:-:?th 
00;: dtd 1 July to Oine 125th en) 

8-20-45 - 1 A,~~1"t5 report of the 125th CB _ 1oc[ted C.t OkinE':!8.. Report via the ;:.?th ?e,:-: <"r,':" 
8th Brg. 

9-19-45 - 1 Sent 145 report of i8fith CB _ locptfld !'it Okim:-,"''fl. ;le'~o!'t 'T1!': 6')l:.~·1 ':;.<'C.'- C :_~. ?ir'.~. 

LO-18~5 - 1 Oct '45 repor t of l.25th 0:8 - located at Okinawa. Report via 37th 3J:lg. & 8th Erg. 
1-14-46 - 125th CB 4irected to rAport to CNCT, Okina~ for d~ty. (OinO. 8th Er~f. 1st ~~d. 

Ber 3158 dtd 8 Dec'45 to 86th & 125th CBs & C~MUs 521 & 533). 

2-15-4.6 - 1 Feb 46 report of 125th em - lOcated at l\vuku. Report via 48th Reg. 

3-14-46 - 1 Kar 46 report of 125th em - located at~. RePort via 48th Reg. 
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Loc~.. tion - Okinawa 125th CB 

4-~46 - Comservpac orders NOB Okinawa to inactivate 125th CB (Comservrac rt1s'P 
0221117 April to BOB Okinawa). 

6-11-46 * Inactivation of 125th CB co~leted 25 Mar. 4£. (OlnC to 01nC, 48th as reg1ment~ffi. dtd. 25 Li 46' ......,~--'-'~~.-'~"~' . 
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mSTORY 

rn Ilw IIlIlllllWr or 1943 wllI'l1 Ihe nalion WlIS jll~1 

!'cginning 10 n.~{'un~r from 11m find I'ta!l!gt·ring hlow .. IIf 
Wllr, a ('ou>4I'1WliOIl IIrum," of Ihe NII\"- (lilly II H~ar 111111 
a JUlIf old \l"a" (,sllIhlishing a J'Crllltalioll ~·hid'. WlI" 10 

Iteeullw allun.., ...ylholo~il~III, The """\'r COllslrllf'tiUIl 
Dallalions morc ('omlllonly known all Sellh(lt~ weI'(' in. 
\'lltling isla lids do"C h(;obillil the )Iurilletl 1II1d pm'forming 
conslrlll!tion lusks in eomhal IIrCII8 with II 511t'cd and dell~r. 
tnination which won Cor them II worldwicle r(~l!pe.'1 a 1111 
the cherished 1ricllI]8hil) of Unde Sum's hurd fighlill!! 
MarilWII. AI Iltat tilll(' fmlll Ihe thollsand!' of 111('11 who 
WI~r(l t·nlering Ihe ii('r\'i('('. ncurJy c1.~vel\ hUlHlrcd 1II1'1I 

rt'llr("'''lIlilll,l I!Vt'ry ,,"He ill Ihe lIlIioll wem (le,;liuCfI In 
he plan·" in IIw 125tl. U. S, Naval Con>llruc'lion Bnttnlion 
whc!rc Ihcy wo1i1d lin' IIl1d wurk In;.wllmr 11\'1-" It IH•..iml 
of 11101'(. IlulII I\\'o y l'U r .., 

Tile fti~lury of Ihis hlllluJioll hCllills h('fon~ 11... haual­
iou WII" ur;mlliu-,I in ClllIIl' P(~llr~', It hCllin~. in II ,;('n,.I', 

with IIII' lin'" of IIIfO 1II1'n who 1II11,1,~ II" Ih,' 1111 II a Iioll. 
ror il IIlIS 1""'11 Ih .. kUllwll't1l!(' IIllti II J,iIi he of IllI'SI' 1111'11 

lluilH'11 froUl yt'III'S uf "XI'I'!'jmll'(' ill (~U~I"'lrlll'lioll 111111 
hus nUlIl,· fcU' Ihi" IUlllalioll, n~ ",<>II "" fOl' 1111 SCIII.."!,,, 
:1 I'N~OI'd of uI·cnllll.Ii"IIIIII·1I1 ",hil·1t I,nnlllilllhl;; urll' of III(' 
major t'unlrihlltinrl8 tuw/ll'd dl'lor\', 

The firp.t ,lay.> "11(>111 in IIII' ~II\,Y \\'(!rc j,1'wildel'illl( 
lind clis('ollrlll-!in:; 10 Ill' who hllli hCt'n u;ocil to II roulilll' 

Iif,~ (,ulirdy lIiff,'rl'ul from 11t(' tine we wm'l.~ ('ull.III'ki,l:: 

Oil, Till' I"rl!t' "III1I,~ ....ut'k" whi,'" Irlln"pol'''-11 II,. rrol1l 
tlw railroad "Iulifllt ill \Villilllll"' ... r~ 10 our IlIl\\' IlOwl'. 
CIIIIIIJ .Pelu-y, wlore f1ul II.., IIlotic of Iran!!<I)OrlllliulI wllit,lt 
wc h'lIl h('t'olllc 1I('t'II"IOUlI'II 10. ulthou!,h II... cool 1II'I'C'Zt' 

aC(")lIlllal(,t' IIr rill in:: ill Iht! 01)('11 WII!' II W""'OIlI" 1,('li.,f 
frolll Ihe 1101••Iit'ly Inlilt.> 1II0~1 ..f liS hall arrh'l'II 011. Thl', 

elalion 111111 ,'aw or milltl WI' had felt III.on ('utistin!! ~oon 
left lit< lUI we I"'gall Ih(~ lir" or II hool, In ralliel ,,"('ce~il>lion 
we wert: intrmlueed t(l :'\11\'" elllllolll:l IInll tr;II1ili()II~, TIt{· 
..how Jille we were 10 ('..du're IIi< long II'; we rClJluim,"11 ill 

111I:I\lny. lIu.· medil'II1 eXllminations. the inoculal iOIli', 
the hug~ 'ami almost IInhCllrllhl(~ bnl,t' of G[ doth!!s Wt' 

t'lruj!glcti to carry. allli II:!! if 10 adl1 to our ignolllinily 
lind p(:rIll3I1clllly injure ollr Dumly I.rille we filed Ihru 
Ihe barher idlOtl lind in II, maller of "el!Ouels 1m. aU tlur 
hllir. 

\Vt' IIrrivcd at ollr boot training srell CoS laic lit ui~hl 
.Iuring II rllill, Picking our sea hags and hedding 0111 of 
1111: mUll we were IIsiigned bunks accur(ling to all,hallcl­
jClIl 1II11,.lcl· mlll !'."uled ourl!{''''tlI! ill Ihe 60 man harraeks. 
For fUlIr we..&iori we relllained in this 1Ir1'a, being incloe. 
trinalt'.1 inlo Ihl" "'IIVV, \'re were rouilt'.1 oul or Ih(" ~:U'k 

ilt 0545 to take fiftecl; minutes of pr("-hrt'nkrll"l ,,1I11II1I1,1! 
rt'lIIo\'er 111111 1I111i!Clc huililer clllIed PT. Almo.. 1 innlriuhl~ 
ollr brl'll"rll~t woultJ he: beal)! tlOd gril". Afh:r we Im.1 
~\\,lIhhcd Ilw dec:ks anti IJolil::ed tile gnmlld" W(" wIIIIM 

filII ill ror lUulIt .. r 111111 illlmeciialdy tllk., ~.ff ror ..tn' 

lIJorning',. Irllinill~ ",hidl IIsulilly conlli,;II:11 ur lIIarehifl~ 
1111 nn'f Ihe tlrill fidd fronlwards" !!idewdrtl~, backward", 
11111) (,\'('n ,;01111'1 illw~ Oil our ~lomllcll8, Nn !'ht'cl'~ rOOI 

roll("r ec.uM illll'ro\'c Ihe CODlJI8diotl of ollr drill ficlll 
ufler WI' h·ft Ihat III'CIl, There were olh.'r Ihiu!(l' we 
l("anwII, too. slIclt II" firsl aid. Jly~ienc, 5('l11l1llhorc, mili· 
lury ('ourh'''Y 81111 ulh.. r lIuhjl'Cls which were dlhl:r "I!C'· 

c~rv to our life in tbe NIl\'Y or useful to out' own IIf~allh 
anrl \\'cUal'c. 

The dllYs tli"'WIJcarcd and the wctlk" IlllJ!oleti rapidly 
I>r al' we took our tum Ilt KP IIr guard dUly, Iril'!4l 10 
1("lIro Ih(' dc\'clI gellcrlll orders, and becllmc thorougbly 
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iudllClntiUlllcd willI Inilitary coul'tC$Y. On August 26 
just four wl~!ks after we arrived in C-8 we hroke bool. 
Ou litis Ilay we were allowed for Ihe first lime t'ince 
couling to Peary to go oul of our art'a. MallY of lUI went 
to ~l'onic WilIialllllllUrg ami nlll('rs "'1!1I1 to Richmoml 
or ncarby 10WII.. whill! Il few wcre l!ali;!-li.-d 10 go to tlH~ 

bcer hall at hl,l"ide. 
On AllglI!'1 28 we l1Io\'ed fr01ll C·8 10 area B-8 where 

we made ul' lite 1251h COh~lrut'lion Ballalion uud hecame 
full llell!!(,11 SI'ulw('!I. After lwo or tbrl'(' dllY,; of 1111t-r­
\'il'wing, IWlliul! U(·(Jllllin\(-tl. and gt-lling orj[lIl1izetl. W(' 

,Iooned ollr Ilre~" Ithll''!< amI I'tartf'ci on the firtll of mallY 
SIlL~"II"CIIIIIUI\"'" Whill' tilt, "~eary IlIIml plll~'('d "Audlt"'" 
Aweigh;' \\1' l>ullr.11'11 til(' traill 111111 willt (·Iull-.I dll'er~ 

I.,fl till' hilI Yiqduill dilllah' for III{> conl slah' of IUwlll' 
IlIlaml. '1'11(' WI-II I IlI'l' 'nl~ hoi. llflll tin' 1~lIrtI Wt'f(' llirt)', 
:11111 WI' luul !.OX 1IIIIt'h,'~ fur "")llll.'r. hUI our tellllj(~r~ 
WI!rI' ('oolNI willi Ilw IllCm~lu of II new (~m)l 01111 II lIew 

(~Xll4l1'h'II('I'. 

It Wil" rc·rn·~hill:.:ly ('001 whl.'l1 we IIrrivccl ul Calllp 

Ellllicoll. .... rh 'lit' u('xl 1IIl1ruill~, Our IWW location WIl" 

a iii!! illlJlrm~IIIL'l1t o"'r CIIIIII' I·cllry. Chow wus much 
IIclIl'r, t1w "lIrrlll'k~ \\"I'rc mom comforlahll". and sbip'~ 
fOCrvice, lire hl'pI' IUIII. ami lIIovil'S w(!rl~ IIIl1ch clolWr. 1t 
wa~II'1 lUllg iwforc Ihol't, of "I' who wl~n'n't nl~edcd 10 

maintain carnl' wl'r(~ I'luc·ed ill ilchooJs to learn ;'010" 

new l!nbjt'ct or 'n h'Ufn II new Irick in the constrnclion 

1'"1111.', AII COllr~I'" werl' well IlIlIghl aud Ilfovctl Iwnelidal 
at wIlle lillie Iluring our lour of duty. 

Afh~r IIt1'1."- \\'cl'k~ uf Iruining 'H' "llcnt one ",('(·k III 
the Stiu Valli,," HiD" Runge Ilnd began l)rCparing for 
ullr tCIl day l;rc,clIIllilrkation Icam. While at Endicott 
we hall ClljUYCI] one night of liht,rty every fourth lIight 
with 0111' 36 hOll" \H'ck-end liberty. BuSf..'5. ahhongh alway.; 
r.rowded, were at Ilw gate each night to trnn.sport liberly 
Irolllnl" 10 Grt'cIIwich or PCllvillenee only II little morc 
Ihan nn hOllr's ride frolll ('lImf" New York and BOllton 
IIlso had Iheir allr:rt'liOIl8 lind many of 118 got to IJlclIe 
(Ilaces lit lelllll ullce. 

Onr 1/-" dllY Jellve I)U~8ed nIl 100 quidr.ly nnd we 
found oursc"'e,; Olwe JIlore back ill camp with our matee, 
No 1>!Q00wr ha,1 WI) gottell bllck tl11111 we were on the .It-ill 
heM Imwlit'ill:,! fur 111l' Ih'l!SII lillrude we were 10 Iwl on 

ill " few dllY", It \\',,~ rather hard to ~lilY ill ,;tt~() ulld COli­

eenlrille 011 whlll WI:' WE're doill!;, Cor We were rcminil!­
dug OVI'I' our 1"II\'e and Ilidn't wall I 10 be janet! back 
10 rl'aIiL,. In th" IIIIJ1"nillg of Oclober 10, the Ilay 011 which 
the h:llIllliou WlI" l~o""l1ii"iUlIt·d, we drilled for II COUllIe 
hlmrl!, 1m.} ill IIII' IIClcrllOOIl W(! dUIII"!11 otlr ,lr('"", LIIIe>!' 
11111\ Illnrdwrl oil thl! lid,1 10 plt!>.'" in rcvir!\\'. "<c Im:<.t'Cd 
II rilli/! ill~'.l'{'li"lI loy Ca,ltllill Hog/'rll, anti while tire pride 
welled III' ill Il~, lIur {'t)IJlllulluling officer r~iw~IJ ollr Ita,: 
111111 WI.> WI'r" rorlll:llly ,'ollllui.."i{lJl('(lllw 125111 U. S, Nuvlll 
C(III8lrm'tiol\ Hul hlliull. 

011 Ocloher 11 we Imar(lclI Ilm:'t' IHllhuulI Iraill8 11.1 
juurJle} al~rolls l~ollJllry 10 Camp Park"" California, EXf'Cllt 
fo), Ilw \lJlrQr~t~II11J,J{l hox IUlIcltes. those were six ,'cry 
Illeal!1l1I1 II:IY" a\mllrd the 1raiu trllHlIHng unougb the 

IFe rl!Cl!ilJe (Jur Ila!. 

CalskiUs. 1I(,rO;;8 Ihe rolling ruidweo>tcrn I,lllill~. alllI O\'(~l' 
Ihe rugg{,d Rockies. All of Uil remember Ihe couple hour 
dclo\' lit Xorwich, N, Y.• lind tbe interest all the girls 
working in Ilw IIllurlty ...kin')' shirl factory showed in Ihl 

rugged males. Tho:;c of us who lravelled the lIOull)('ro 
rOllle will rcmtlnther the Han·er HOIIIMlI> where we ate our 
IlIclils and the ]00 degrt.'e cllange of tcmlHlrllture titlll 
OCt'!ured bclw(..'Cn tw«,h'c 1I00n and midnigllt lIiI we trav­
dim] rrolll lUI Aril«lnll desert high into the Roekies. TIl(' 
Iril. WIlS Ilot ollly very ll{,enic" but it (;IlVC us uu ol'(lor­
lunity 10 r(.".( urI after our I{'n day leave. 

"'e arrh'crl al Camp Pltl'ks in the morning of October 
l7 lIud lIluH·d into II qllontICt hut are4 on the uUlddy {nul 
or call1p. Dllring Ihll lIlilldle of the afternoon Ihe dimak 
was \'l'ry pl(:llsanl, I lilt WII('11 night rolled arollnd Wt' 

nenrJv fro:M' to Ilmilh. It WII!! a week before lilly \rcatcl,!; 

w{~re 'illstalled ill ollr hnll'. ali(I il wall only our rtlglJt,d 
conslilution" tlllli kt'l' I II!' frolll hdo:; pnt~lIfllollill ra:mal. 
Iiel!. l,crore w(' ('\'en got Ollt of Illc !ttDles. 

B('~idelil tlw wl)lltlu~r which wa~ spoken of liS ullusual 
In' Ilw wliforuiall". ~e,-erllilhill~ ~laJld oul in our meul· 
o;i(l~ II11W II>! WI' look hack on those thrt~ allil a hulf 
llIonlhs WI' ~luyed al Park"" Endl morning we wOllld 
lUurch 10 tlw tlrill field to stand colol'll thOll~h it usually 
was 80 rog,.)' we couldn't lK'C the flag being rllilf('(1. It 
wail 80 (voId lit that lillie or the morning that not even 
our pen (!oab t"Ouh) keep us warm. On Olle of Ihese 
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Il\orllillg~ whil.· we wcrc "llIllllillg Ui\ rigitlly III IIllentioll 
II" \\,11" Iw..."jhl,' while shaking nil o\'er frolll tim {'old, u 
lillIe dUll innm'clllly mililiook tli(, Chllp111jll'~ leg for 8 
lire hydrlllli. (II', ilL lilly rllll~. WIlS alullil 10 U!Ie IIIe Chllfllnin 

for Ihe ~IIIIIC 1llII'»ose dOj:~ u""lIlIy UK' 6re hydrant!!, The 
Cllilpl:iill hl'llke rauk" an,1 lIIade a grllt,t'ful droIt kil'k 
lI~i,,~ llw ,log ali II roulhllll, 11 [,rohuhly wa",,·1 "crr ,'0111­

Iurlahle for the ,11I1,t, lUll it lililal".1 all oc,,~ who ohl'l~I'\'ed 

the lIe'lion, 
\\1.' had milihlry Irai"il1~ ulI,1 Illore mililnry trailling 

uIIIH we IIHllIghl 'IH1 I.'tlliid fighl Iwller Iltu" the Imlrill"<', 
The {!olllltCl ilioll drill fur" 72 hOllr 1iI11'I'ly wu~ altonl IIII! 
,tIIl~ ",ilillll'y Irnining we 11111 Ollr Ilt'urt inlo, Th., lucky 
I'lalooll 111111 wo" lir~1 hlld a 72 hour liherly while the 
rllllller'IIII platoon rf'eci\'cd u 48 hOllr IiIK,rly, We ,lid ~II 
IIIllt'" hikillll Ihat II lI'lI mill' hike WilS nolhillll IIItJr" 10 

"" IllIllI lUI 1IJ11ldill' "Iimulalor, Tlw ,:unmumdo l'ollr!'I' 
111111 Iho"" Irt~k" Ihruu::.h Ihe hill!' \\t'l'(~ II Jillll' tOllgllt'r, 
11111 .111 Ih(, liul!' w,' were al Purk!' WI' \\'(:1'(' dllllllliing III 

Ih(, hil 10 ~f,'1 UIII or Ilw ('ounlry a litI "l'1' f'{)1II1' aelioll, 
\\ hal ron]" \\I~ lIIurlnl" III!, 

,'\hOIlI II 1II0lllh nfh'r WI' arrivI',1 al Pal'k,. In' 1II00'I·d 
fl'ulll ollr '1IIott!!'.. 1 ""l al"'lI 10 anoth,'r 1I1'{'iI Ill'Xllo Iltl' gall', 
Thi~ WII" II hig 11t'1)1 wlll'lI we w,'nl 011 Iiht'rly luI' Wt' 

l'Ullltl /fI'1 10 Ilw llclld tlf tlw Jih"I,ty Iilw. 111101 Ihe w:llk 
fl'OIll \rUOII'S Corm'!' wllt'll 1'l'lUl'nilll! from ml(~rly ill 

Ilw 1'001 of lite IIIOrllill;! wal! eon~id('rdhl~' !'hurlcnl:'t1, It 
Wll~ al CIIIIII' Park,. Ihnl Ih., hallnlion re('ein'd it" liri'l 

('oll...lrm'tion aAAi~nmenl. The 1251h ;;Iarled :11 Ill(' vcry 
1)('ll'innillj!: 10 lImn' it did only the hC$t (.'t)n;;lrlll,tiou, 

When Ilw l,rojm:1 WB" filli..hed Ihe admiral's jl:oat WII" 

Ih'in! ill II helh'r hml!l(\ Ihall w(' wcrt" 
\\ hill' al l'i1rk", wc (e'11 0111' lil'l!t pain[ul 1"m".. !I[ 

11()..I/lI~ill, Ghri..lnu.~ IIWRY (1'0111 homl:' jllfot did,,'1 11("'''' 

Iikc Chri81mas al all. Ev,·ryune !"ilher 1"'('ci,,(,(1 8 72 hOlll' 
Iihcrly U\'cr the CI...i,.11II8S Imli(lu) or 1)\"'1' Illl~ \"\\' Yellr 
holitlay wltil'l.lwlp£,.I 10 8"",,,ag(' 0111' morose fC'('ling, hUI 

mJ\'ertlwle.;,; IIJ(' ;;t'al'lm of glllt! liding a1111 ~t)od dw('r 
wa",,'t qllite tlw SUIlIC', 

CU"'I) Park" had Ilillhe flldlili('s Ihat a ",millry "1111111 
"huultl hll\'(', II Iliitl U !food ~hiIJ'!, sen-i(~e wherl' Wt' l'uul,1 
Ifl-I IIIl1h.·.1 milk" [or a nit-",,) ulld Il !teutlliful Ih(,1l Ir." 
,,'h"I,(, 0111' ~lIt .Iown ilL-,j,l .. 0111 of Ih.. rllin 011 ('Ulllrortuhl,' 
",'alII wilh hlll'k~ till 1111'111, IUlti Ihen' wail II ... heel' hall iu,,1 
Ih.., Iluol hall lint! lilt, howlin~ HII('~', lite swillilltiu;: IUlUl 
ror IlwlIIh,·r.. of II... Polar Bt~ar Club, Ilntl of "U\I!'!Ie tilt' 

bi" 1"'mlli[\l1 .h-ill li,'ld. Ihe "ijfht of ",llidl :o<'MolII '~allN·.1 
It>' III b('{'tlllll' l'e:.llIlie willi jo~', ''fc ~ot ollr fir"'l IU(lk al 

tum'il' "larllOiIl ill Iwr.<tlll ",lwII Kay Kl'p'l'r brouj[hl hi~ 
",ho'l'l' of lwllllliflll girl" 10 Ihe slll.ion Ilwalr(', 

\V., al"u sui Ihl'OIl,dl Ih,· IIIm'i(' pl'('\'it'w of "The Fighl. 
illlt SPllb.,(,,,,:- hUI 1110>,1 of ttl' hell I,d linlt" of whal wa~ "lIid 

fill' Ih., Ilwulrl' \\'11" ('a('01,honoIl8 wilh dip. bout.. alld jl.'Crs 
111111 wit i"llt·" or r('al Seah('{'8. 

Liherly {'wry [ollrlh ni~dll wilh t!\'l'ry otht!r week ('nd 
01T WIIS,,'I hllli t'i.lllI'r, l\ifost o[ 118 /lol to know Frisl~o and 



r 

Oaklant1 I'rcllr well lJurkct Street. Knob Hill, the Top 
or t1)(~ Mark, f'i.!llcrmun·s Whurf, the I,ark~, the Cliff 
HOIl8C, the (!uhlc Cllrs. all held It c,~rtllitl Illscillsliou which 
didn't ;;c~mll 10 w"<lr olT. 0111 hCl'c IIIll J!L'OJdc Wt'r~~ II\(' 
lIIo~1 bOl'I.itllhl., we ha.1 IIwl 1111,1 it wu~ tllt~..e Jih('rlie~ 

"'Il NJj"Y'·,1 mUFt. Dill all l!oOlI things 1.... 1 10 t~OIll(l I.. 1111 

('011, so 1.11 Jalllulr~' 28 WI' nil dillll){~,1 IIhollrd IIl1ullwr 

Imill /1/1.1 Iwilli." I fur !'lIrl HlwrU'III'~ whil'h W11~ It) he' our 
Iligi ~Iuy in the SIUI(l~. 

AI lIut'nclII" w.· 1Ij!lIill !![1I1 lIIi1ilury Inlilliuj[ 1111.111 lillie 
ilion, firill!! (III III" rifl,' rllll!!t· I .. ~i!!hl ill ollr m'w dR"I<. 
Wt· hud <llIlIllwr Ilulllllioll rt'\'j,-w O(~,·a"iow,.1 h~ uur 

..ffiidallUlopliml h~ Ihc ~llIh' or \li"'''i8"illlli 1111,1 Ihl' Iln'S­

.-lIluliOIl or Ih,~ "'Ii"..i,,~ippi Sllll,~ 1I11~ 10 our COIIIIIIIJII<lilll! 

Offi'·(lr. TIll' ",11111' ~I'tlill" lU'" I"'llIlliflil wilh ..nllw "!lI)IU~,1 
1II01l1l1uill" all lll·Ulllld. hili Ih., ":;mp il",·Ir WII" 11I1I.1,ly 
jll.. l Jik(' Park" whl'lI WI' fir,,1 linin',!. It WII" "01.1 h,·r.,. 
100, bill Ilwr.· \H·r., ,,1.1\'.'" ill IIII' l,urrllt'k.. 10 k."'I' u~ 

warm, Lil",rty WII" II", NlllIe II" il WII:< iu Purk" tlllIl 1II0ill 

of 11>1 ifni 10 lit' OXIIIlrd III1tI Y.'Ullll'lI. Th.~L. A. "I' wdl 
lime we hatl Wllil('.1 "" 10llg fOi' WiI'" 1'U!litlly allilroliehinjl:. 
W.· \H"'" III·in;!' i~"II('d 41111' riO.·,., I.ack", I!M mll:!k", fOil I 
"'..-IItlwr :':('011', .·I"lhill~ ill III "'H~r~'lhillll (.),.., WI' llIill"l 
01'1'.1 ov(,r"""I'. 

011 II", ar"'l'Il1mn of F.·brlllll';I' 2M Wt~ /(01 0111' la~1 

I!lilllllill~ or North AlIIl'ri"3 011 IIII' Blnt'mfollll'iu, 'Iall~ 

..r 118 w,'"'' "uililll! {III Ihl' m"'uu fm' Ihl' fir"t lillie ill 0111' 

Iiv.·~, To IIIId I.. "UI' .Ii...·umrurl Wt' w.'re only "('I·\'(!t! two 
lIIeals II day, ], W:I" plain 10 ""I' Ihi" WII .. 10 he 110 ),ICIli!IIr(' 

""uiw r•• r ollr lidlll! (Iuarlt'rl" \""re ,Iowil hi Ihe boM ..f 
Ihc' "hil' ill whi"1! w,'rl' crow,I".1 Ii" .." of hllllk.. lin' hi!!h 
tlllIl Il() do"e to/!"lllt'r 0111' ('0111.1 hur.Uy wlilk bclwcclI. 1n 
Ih,.~c hllnk" w., '.]a.·....1 0111' ht',ldin~, plI('k~, riRc~. helllll'l,. 
1111.1 !!II" IIUH,k", IUlIIII 11tI~"'" ulIII olll·~('h'I'f\. On Ilw ~""Olll} 
clll) 0111 IIII' I'C'II Will' Iluilt. !"IllIgh ('ltll~inj.\ "ome of II~ 

(;(1(1/ 11/J1I~I'. IlItr /ir." /I/IIjllr I'III/Slrlll·""I1. 

I.. IlIrn II littl., l!rt"'11 "rulln.1 tl ... Ai II,.. \Ilulh"r .tll~ ill 

,..·u, IlwlI!!" Ulltl W.· \\'1''''' 1"'l!illllilll! Iu r.·.·} 11111' ~"1I I.,;!~. 
'1'1... h'il' whic·h (lilly It...k lin· IhIY~ \HI~ l'l\lh"r '·lIj..~ alol.·, 

hilt WI' ,,<,rt' :clild 10 ~.·e lall'l. 
Ollr fin.1 1~lilllll X Wit,. Ollhu ill the IIl1wlliilln 1"lall,1 

:::1'01111. It w"" a 11f'lIl1lirnl ~i;!hl 10 ~.·f' Kuilllllki. niilllltlllli 

Ht'iI.l, lIollulllln. lIlIti th.· .\1 multi ulul H(}~'1I1 1Iliwaiillll 

HOlels 011 '\'"ikil.i He.wh. \\.~ 1Ililtic II ralh('r Im"I'L't'lllf'­

1I111r ellh'Y illto Pelld Hllrlwr lor 11111' "hil' rail IIgrollllll 
111111 hrok<' {lIar!!,' ,;1I1'luarilw wilkl' lIIain lhal Iurni,.I ...,1 
Ire"h Willet' 10 Ihl' eUIIII' III widell \H~ \H'rC 10 be 10t·alt,11. 

We arrin',I. Oil P"llrl lIal·II,.I· nil Mart·" 5, ""I ~illec 0111' 

t'allll' had 110 fl',,,,,h Wllkr, it Willi 1\IurC'h 7 hl'fOl'(! \n~ ('on1.l 
!!" !I~hnr('. WI' tll'hllrk(·,1 III Ir'HI"ui!l Pllinl IIml mar.·II/,.1 

II mil•., or '"''' III' II ... rOlul 10 our (1"011>1('1 hili art-It•.\r"·r 
('OlIIill~ {rom CItJiror"i ... Ir(){llIoi~ Poinl ,..·.·111(·.1 n'r~ h .. 1. 

IIl1d IIl'YOIHlll dOIlI.1 il wa~ IhI' .11I"lil';>1 1,1111'(' \H' 1,,"1 ".·.·u. 
\\ e IUIII 111'('11 "'·pllliz... 1 II" II "OIhiolrllt'liml 1IIIIIIIIioll r...· 
"jx IIlOnlll" all.1 "I' IIl1lil 110'" \\(, 11I1I1II'I ,Iou.' IIII~ r"111 
'·tHl~h·lIdioll. II ""('111.-.1 ~IHJ{I 1(1 115 ",hell w.' ('0111.1 1£,'1 
In.. l" Ililt· I.. ill Ullr h;u..I". 0 ...' fi",,1 UN'i;tuml'tu WII" I.. IlIk., 
11\"" "'"11" ..f II... \)'lIrk .. f II .. , 7:!utl hllllniioll ~illl'" Ih.·~ 
w.· ...· ,..·.·I.III·ill::: h. mon' furt h"I' \\I'~I. n.,rur.· Inlll! w,' 

' .... I·C· " ..rkilll!' oil an ... hllini~lrlilion I.llilclilll!. II '11I,,"~.·t 
hili III·I'U. II l ... k('I·Y. II 1I1ll1"r 11001. /I lin' ..Inlioll, II IH"~~ 

hllll alld ::lIl1t'~ :11111 /I r.,,, "matt jn"~, \\ •.' onl~ work".1 01' 

IroIJlI..i" P..illl fur 01 1II01llh, h..1 "t' 11""0111 I' Ii"tll"I .. lut 
I.r work 1111.1 r"lIliz.,.1 Ihal w.· had II l·oll~ln ...1inn I..,It"lioll 

Ihlll ••..111.1 Imiltl IlIlylhillJ!. 

'\1"'111 Ih.· "...•..11.1 wl-.·k ..r A,lI'il W(' r(·I·.,h.·.1 ......·,1 w.· 
W'·I·'· 10 tukc' "",'r 1111 Ih.· "urk ..r II... 7(1111 "ltllali.." 
"hi!'h \\11" I ... ill::: ,,111::.·,1 fnr 1111 ."h'III11'L·.1 ""~". (: C:"111­

I'IIII~' 11111\·...1 I .. lIarl...r'" !'..illl, n C"lIIll1m~' In 1.1II111I1I1.-i 
XIIY" I Uiuli" Slnl inn. n CompallY I.. \\ IIhill\\1I 'and 
Blllliu Sial jOiI. ll1ltl 1I.· ... JclmIl1.. r" 111111 :\ f:Cmll'llII~ I.. 



Fleet Hct'n'lItioll Ccn!t'T nt Cllmp Awlrew". HeadtlllllTlen; urgellt lU,lIl1'(' hccall!!e the rIll.idly "~I)jlHllin~ IIt'4'I, 0lu>r­
COIllIIRII)" WII!' rullll'r ~Jllil: lip for Ihey had to furnish ulill:,! in Ihe \"ai!l. arellil of Ih.. }'II('ilil\ lI(,c~II(>ll ufltlitiolllli 

cllok~. IllIk"r", "OI'I"'lIlI'lI, "II'" 10 11m dillen'lIl caml)"'. bul comllltlllit'ulioll facililie... On scvcrul occliIOiollS fucililic~ 

Ihey Illul IlIdr "I1I1,.trllrlioll ""~II too, who worke,1 rij!itl for II cuminl-! "pcrulioll had to he am) wcre (:omp)ctc,1 
alnll!! witll till' IIllwr ,:olllll3l1il~l' in (·olUl.]elillg the j()hs in rC)("oTd I illl(~ to meet II", .leu,lIinc dale. The ,",ur wa" 

alllliglll'd 10 II~, \\ I' ""'re d"",tilwlltu !llil) UII 0111111 for fOllr­ hdng fOIl:!hl {arlheT nul, Inll Ihe eOI)~trllc'ioll we were 

h~1I 1II0111h" 3ml IllIrill/! Ihfl"l~ 1II01l1h" WI) ",pre cun!'!'anl), .Ioing Wit!' jll~1 Its imporlanl if nol 11101'(: 110 Ihan the COli· 

11IIliY, By Ihe lillll' \H~ Idt we had ,10111.' milliolll! or dolla.... >!Irueliotl Ihal WII'" It{'ill;! clone al the front. 
worth of wnrk. }\I tuaillalci NII\'a) llullio Stalion we Allhuu/th :11 unl' lime we work'>11 for IIclIl'I,' tWI) 

built :I 1I111111wr of rudio {lIeiHlie" indnding generator 
lind trull~fHrn .. 'r ..Iulion~, ulI(II!I'/!rnUllti III)wel' lind "0111-

IlIIlIIil~aliun lilli'''' 111111'11111"', lItilili,>~ mill hOIl;;;iI1Jt. :1 large 
rl'infur'~I'11 ,·ulwr .. h' 11'1111"111 itt"r hll i I,ling, :11,,1 II ma~..ivI! 
"0111'1"'''' Ilf'li~ hOIlM', AI \\'lIhill\\,:1 :\UHII UUlli.. SlaliulI 
WI' ,1i.1 IIII11·h II... ~IIIII" Iyp... of \\'ork liS wus ()Olll~ III 

LlIlIlu .. I,·i. IlIIiltlin;l 1'llIlio fllt'ilitit'" it...lfulinjl: rl~·,·iH.. r 111111 
Iriln"lIIit\f'" " .. il.li ..~" IlIlIl all II III1"I'ltrtlll 11<1 IUllllhpruuf 
l·tIOlin/! \"OlIIh, Ik~i,lt'" wUl'k "" Iltl.....• ..lilli()l1~ flllr hllllllJion 

111~~igll".1 ulIll Imih\l.. l...h" Allllllllllit ion n"I'I)( whit'h 
"un~i"'\f'11 1101 tllIl~ (If Ihl' 1IIIIIIlllllililll1 "lows 1111,1 1It"~""~ 
Ttlillis hul 01"" ur .. "lIml,I"", eUIIII' fur lilt' Ilt'r>'ulllld. \rl' 
Imilt II 1'111"1' 111 \rllillio Poinl IIlId .Iid I~Ull~illt·I'lIhl,· 
Wlllt'r (rulIl \\"111'1.. Ilwr." At \\ lIik"I., w., Ilill II 101 tlf work 
r~I'lIirill" II 11I1'jl:1' 11111111..·1' of alllllllllliti..n "Inrllgc 11I11I1t'1", 
In tllf' Alllllllllliliull 0"1)(.1 lit Lualllllll'i w.~ Imilt .. 1II111l1",r 
uf IIIjll'~ III I'IIIHI~ a 1111 railrtllllk Ilflllsin~ Hlld lIIililit·s. 

an.1 utl ... r 1t1·1..'r..1 l'ulIslrlH'linll, Ollr "I)II~lrlJ('linll TI"«...rl/ 
<I" Oahll j" mil' \\1' "UII :tli h,· 1'1'01111 flf, 1\"url)' IIl1yl'I...••• 
om' Irll\'t·I,.. "" ""1'111\\",,.1 Onltll rlt,·I'C. i~ MIllie 1'1"11"'''1',· 
or mu,1 01' I'll i Ir(l(lIl fir "011'1' "th"I' "ulIsfrm'linll whit·" 
WII. du",' It) Ih,' 12;;111. 

,\1 lid, ..r tim' \\ ....1.. UII I It.- Ylllli" SllIlinll!'l wu" .. I' :111 t 
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lIIunths withont lilly liht-rtr or tillle vII, durill!,t 11101'1 of 
our slur fill the Island of I'arlldille we 111111 Sundar'" IIml 
Olle tlay II mOllth off, Tlwre WII" ".'lIuil' and liwimmillll: 
II", YI'III' 1'111111«1. Ili('lIi('~ alul i~ll1n,1 tours. liIlI'I'lies ill HOIi' 
olulu IIml SUlldIlP' Oil Wuikiki B(·ltch. :Muny of tiS Wl:rl! 

fOI'11II1I1h- t" hI' aMI' to 8y 10 the Rig bluml or Hawaii. 

\\'c~ 1101 nnl~ prtlu'cI mlnot·helll uUlIltllluling in ('on· 

,;Irllclioll work 11111 also I,ron'd Olll'l't'ivel' oullilalldillj! in 
"llort.., Ctllllllf'tilion WIll' kC'('n ill 1111 sllOrts hili we (:olll,NI 
till' f;cmll'lIl PIII·Hie Arl!/I Scab(,,· >loft ball lind hlljjk(.lhall 

c'hllllllliulI~hil)' IIn,1 1"-"11 hl'oll:!hl home II honoc"luw 
Irol,h}. IlIdh'iclulil (''''''panil''' \\'t'rc' a.·ti\"l~ ill Ill,ort,; aL"O. 

Vu1l"yitllll, ..willlluinjL. "'llIIi... IIrelll'r~·. IIIll1ko:'t ba II. IIlId 
IIIUII} uth,~r "llOrl" Wt"'C' lH'tin' III 1111 tilll ..... Tlw dllIW(' 

luand W;I" plllyilllL for cl:,"('(:" 1\\'0 or Ihn',' lillll'" u WI'f'k 
1.111,1 ill Ih"ir ~I"II'C' tilllt' ;;unlO' of Ihl' rl'liow... W{"'{' pnllilll( 
011 "111m',, arollnd Ihc' i"lalul. It WII" ....1II{·lilllei< hard 10 

lilltl II... 1'lIlhIlSill"lII Ilf"'r II burd duy'" work. IlIIt it wo~ 
filII 111/11 11I·IIIt'cl k.·.·1' II" rrolll IICCOlllill~ IUlU\I'".c'k, 

\\ hilt' on Oahn w.' ~llI'nl our ",'{'OJIII Chri"l1l1l1!1 11"'11)' 

fl'UlII hOI II", W" ""'f(' dr('!Ullil1/f of u Whilt, Chri~llllll!l, 

Iml II ... ,'olllllr~ Ilrolllu) "" WitS II 1...·llUliflll :rrc!('n, TIU' 
11lIIidll~' "C.'II~IIIJ \\,,,,,"'1 lik., WI' 11I1t1 known it al hU1II1' wilh 

11111" IIIHI mi"tlc'lcw IIncl II li~hlt,tI ehri"llIlIl>' tn'" willa 
~irr~ 1111 Ilrull ... 1. Ilow,'\'C'I', Ih'ill;l: 011 IIIC' hOllt' thllt IlI·xl 

ehri~llIllu. WI' WOII \fI I", hon1l', WI~ lIIanaJ(t'{1 10 ~ur"in' our 

IIUl<tlll"ill. 
W,· w!;'re .. Iill II lIIililllry orllllllillsiion, 110 il WII'; d,~dd{·d 

w.' "hould hlln~ II lilt) .. lIIi1itHr~' Iruining 10 help us k('('I' 
our mililury hearinl;••'or six JIlonlhs we nUI;RIII(C'd 10 jZet 

alollg wilholll Hny trainin/t. hilI 111t'1I llac' iucwiluhl(' hili)· 
IIl'm~cl, For 0111' (IllY (,\,.'ry olher wC(~k WI' wOIIM gathf"I' 
ill Ill(' wood" ()1I1~idt· of Ihe allllllunilion dellot at ].1111­
1IIIIId IllId IIII\"c' l'xl(·... leti ordC'r lIIanellver~, Th..-r(' wa"n'l 

a ltrt'lll ,1"111 or c'utllll"iul'IU, ahlwlIllh we rcaliz{·d Ih('r,­

Oh. MI=,' NIII yoo /k'(>. 

mil'lll he a lilll£" wlll'lI W(' would lIt't,,1 !lOIIIC of Ihis traill' 
ill~. DlJrin~ Ihe III"t two wc,'ck" of our ..lay on Oahu wc 
had lilt, ollly mililury Iruining that Willi lIelually cnjored. 
The IUdtalion wal' sl.lit III' ill two groul'" lind each gn,ul) 
Si,ent a ",(·{,k lit Ilw jungle trainiult "{'nl(-,r Oil the ell..l 
lIit1e of the i"land. For the 1irt~1 lime we reeeh'{'() a rean~· 
well laught traininll {'oune ant) e\'c'ry millute of il Willi 

inlt'rc'l<ting, Villagt' lif!:hl ing willi Ih,c allllllunition. 6ring 

all IYPI'!l of Wl'UI'tUl'" from tht· hill, nip:ht IIl'ohl{'IlI" wlwlI 
il wall Ml dark yon ('{)lIMn'l Ilf'e rour ham) in front ..r 
your fu('o:'. alUl "uriou" lIIetbodli of l<ln"U11 {'ro~~illj!;, Thul 

w(,C"k at jllllgl(~ Irainilllf wa .. illlereA!lin~ bUI it alllO ga\'(' 

Uti a little i.I.~a of just how roullI. jungle lightillg {'uu\tl 
at'hlalh' h." 

Th; 61"111 wt·(·k in January all cOlllt'anit'" of Ihe halllll· 
hHI 1II00'etl 1(\ onr new caml) ont",idc LUlIlulI)ci AIIIIJlU­

nitiml Dt"I.ot, TIal.... our firA1 IIml ('lIl11P, "'"i' latf'r mllllt'" 
CII III II Dowf'lI. AI Dowell we were {,omplelt')y ind"pf'lItl­
enl of 1111 ollu-r ('limit.... so we eould run Illillg~ 10 our 
OWII likin::, \'r., Ih·..d here (or four mouth,. in rdlllh'c 
N,mfort. und theu we ,)n"e mort' nmvNI 10 Irmluoi" 
P()irlt, jU:;l ,.rior 10 our t"milllrkalion 10 our llt'W 1"lalld X. 
Tlw .lllf'lo.... >'('1 lIl' th('ir artillery halferic.. lind "ta..t II" 
full of ;'Olllt' mort' ....·rufll 10 I're~'(mt us frolll lIellin:: Bny 

of til(' (1i!lt'lljI(~" ",hi"h were lIuppo;;ed 10 hc prc~\'1I1t'nt 
ftl our IIIlW 1..lund X, \\'" reccinlfi ll\OI'1.' ~ellr 11,11,1 ~hil)l)ed 

hUllw box"" {If III iUlI" Wt" lIu(1 IICf'lUlluluto:'d during our 
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First "ifIl" Oil 

IItHy (III Oahu, 0111' ~I8y lit Irofilloi;o Wlli' ~ho..t and we wen' 
11111'1' 11101'1' :.:oin;:, ,,1"lUre! II ..hill wllidl wn~ 10 Illk,· II... 

Ihon~lnlll" of lIIi I,'~ ,'Io",'r III JUIHIII, 

011 }fa) 12 WC' htJlml.,,1 tlw llSS S"\'II'I' IIl1d ,qlil.'I1 
0111 or P'~lId IIilrlllll", 1)111' lIexi 1,,1'llul X WII" 1o II{' U littl., 
IlIorl' rllugh I hlll1 IhI' mill Wt- w('n' 1(,II\'ill;l, hili \U' W('re 

r('u,ly 1o Ito lilly "Iaee Ihl'~II\'Y ,It'('i,le,1 Ih('), ne,ell.:d II", 

Afl('r 1I wf'l,k 01 Auiliu/! WI' 1"11 in III Elliwdok alll'hor{l/!{' 

11111 olily 1'laye,I II "."r,' on·rlli:dll. Smllc"" ...·rc helwl'I:n 
Oahu 111111 F;inwelok W~ hml lo~1 llay lith 111111 lIy \'irhlC 

of ]ol'oing Ihat day we w('rc inililll('{1 intn rhe Onler of 

the Go]dell DrllllUlI, Anolher week ami we \\'ere in Ihe 
Ulilhi An('horll/!I' 10 !>Iuy for lIint'II'en ,lay", nuring 
Ilial lime we ~(lt off Ih(' ~"ip ol1ee 10 1:0 10 Ihe Ref'realioll 
1~11l1l.1 of Jrlll! Mil/! 10 Ilrink n lillin 11f't.r, Hurdly ClIOIlj{11 

bcer II) slIIj,;fy II Ihir"ly 1111111. hili it Wll~ r ••laxilJl!: 10 Itl'l 

off Ihe ~hil)' 
}'our dllY~ afla WI' I.·fl lmlhi we l!i~hte(1 OkiIlIlWU, 

our IIf~W T"lulul X, TI WII!! L I']\!'"' 77. hul il Willi 5 tillY'" 

h..fore III<' i"IIII141 Wlli< " ... ·un·.1 and 11I11ny IIlOlllh.. !.dorl' 
Oil!' ,'ollid rl''') "II f., ou ;1 .Iark ni;thl. \\'c I'll\\' II ('0111.11' 

IAI'j!c hall)"\\,II!!OII~ la,.illl{ off IIII' ,,"ulhl'rll ('oll,;l lolthill!! 
ill IllI'ir 1...11\" pIIl'II" In Iwll' Ilw ;\Iarill('ll and Army w111t 
w.'rl' !lliJI fip:hlilll! ill Ihp 1'011,1[11('1'1 1'lIrt of the i"htl .. I, 
~:\"'II III I\ult OkiIlU\\,;1 1"lIk"11 In II" II" !\meri"11 mllsl 1111\'(' 

loo!..l'd 10 <:0111111/.11" fur life IIlwnr.l llhip WIiS \'f'ry hoi. 
I'rmnled, 111111 1IIU'lIIl1forlllhl(', Ollr 1i..,.1 lIilthl Hlihorc W1\ji 

"lwlIl ill )1111' h-III" ,,'....I'illj! Oil Ih,' I!l'olllul. hul C\'.'II 1111.11 

r"h .''''lIfbrln''''', \V" hud hiH.\uU'ed h'JIII,orltrily IWllr 
(;ru~' U .. 11I'1t wltl'l'" WI! IlIl1d.-.I. Dllrinp: IIII! II ij!h I Ih,'n' 
\..'r,' IIII't'I' nil' nlid III(,I·I~. hilI we Ilftill lillIe IllIeoljoll 
10 Ih"III, Till' lII·xI .11I~' WI' II\tl\'.~,t frum Ihi.. lUNdi..n In 

IIlIollwr II f,'w mile" IIWU~', H,.·rf' w,' l,ill.,bl.".1 lentil U/Cltill, 

Okilltlll'fl, 

Ihis limc lm tlw "itil' ..r II hill. Durin!! Ihi,. IiI,,.1 wc('k 
lI"hor(' we 1111 111"'111111' m"luIlIIlIt'd wilh III(' rillllOU~ 1\ ,11 ..1 
<: r8lioll~ whi,," ror II GJ rale on ;111 (,'III,t! fonlill:,! wilh 
SIIIlIII, TIlt' II~ >Illid Ilw III·th·r, En~ry'ollt' \\,11" hill," hdl,illll 
I.. IInluml Ilu· "hip,; 111111 /lei lin (llIr I'llrl!O UIIII III11h'rilll 
ill onl' plul'I" 11 \\'11" durin/! Ihl! lilll" Ihal w" ""'r(' 11111011.1, 

ill:,! lite 1.sT'~ 111111 II JUII "uid,le I' lane ('ral'lwd inlo III(' 
how of 0111' or Iltl' LST'" rroUl whidl our carl'o wa.. heill/! 

unload"11. S"".'rll.l or 0111' Im'n W'~I'l· injJlr.~1 ;111<.1 0111' 

IIIl1n frolJl the hallalion wu~ killed, 
Alter IIhoni Ii w(·.~k IIlul u huIC, jUl't 01' w.~ were be~in. 

lIiog to gel filirly well ~ilnalcd, wc IIIm'eel H#tain Ihis Ijm.. 

10 our pcrrnarwlll JO('lIlion IIrar Yonnhoru, At YOllilbllrll 

we !leI lip a ca"IJl whi,'11 wa~ {'omparublc to Ihose we luul 
Ih·c.1 ill 011 Oahll :11111 in Ihe "Ial~, 11I1I1I,'cliald~' we weill 
10 work 011 11... YOlIlIl,arll air~lrill wltit''' ha,1 he(,,11 u""i~II,',1 
10 us omi Iwo olh('r halllllioll" 10 Imild. Thill wu" 10 III~ 
II Il(1mber IIlril~ 7000 ft'l'I lonlt and Wit .. III lie pili inlo 

(llleralion II lilll(' IIIOr(' Ihull I. 1II0ntil (rolll ,III' lilll\' It 
wnA I'larlcd. Th.!r" WUli II 101 01 work 10 Ilf~ dom'. hili 
when Ihl' 11..lIdlint· ('alll(" Uroll"" Ihf' !4lril' WI\!! rell.ly for 
"lul1t'", Whil .. the ai.'lir-I.J was III'ill,!! Imilt, nlh.'r mcn 
WI~TC huildin:,! Ollr "1111'11, ullulhel' ]ar#ter ("311111 lor Iltt' 
o\eonl Unil. u t:IUIlI' fur II ... CASU lTnil, rolld" lIud r3('il. 
ilies for :NATS uut! TAG alld oth('r projct'llI. (}ur air. 
field Willi really on time but in Ihe Qlcllntimc Ilw Jill'" 
hlld reCt'iv('tl Iwo or our almlli.. hOlllh~ lIud WI'rt· ....ady 10 

.'1111 it fillit~. l'lalw,", 11f."\'cr did fly "'0111 OUI' fi..", tn 110mb 

Jallan. 
'I'IJ(~ lIit...lrill whieh hllrl bet·n hnrri"d In t'ntlllllt'lilln 

SO 111111 NlIvy PrinllN'r Itomb('r,; ("mM "y lIIiMiotls 0\'1'1' 

Japan Willi lul('r tle\·1·1oI1e.) into thl." IIIl1in Nul'y air6eM 
on the illillud. B,,~itle~ lite aintri() ilJldf which wall iOOO 

-, ...I 
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feet 1)~' 300 f{'f'l. eil'hl lIIiles of tllxiwap. HO hanll!lalld... 
3·2IM) foul Ity 20011 fool aprons, shu}.!' alUl hanglln for 
CASt: alul \ATS 111111 hOIli'illp; fm' 8500 1111.'11 were Imill. 
Oth('y hall!llinll~ w.'r.~ ilwoln'c! hi tlte construction, hUI 
Ihe J251h halhtlioll c(}-ol',linlllcd all Ihe (>lIlo(illf'Cring 1111,1 
,lid the major l'lul of IIw ('on,,1 flll'l ion, 

Exln'lIl('ly .liIf"·lIh ,'ulI.liliolll' of IIC~I\T rilill[a1l, mar..h 
~rollllli III all "I!'valiull ..f fUllr [ed Ilhu\'{' hi;dl li.I •.·. 111111 
pOOY "orilial II haul .Ii...lall('c or 1'('\"('11 lIlill~" hilld('r.~d pro· 
"rt'1'I' eUIIsitlcrably. A poor ~lIh"ra{le r'~'I\lirt,.1 a 24 illdl 
,'urlll ('OIlI'l'C fOl' III(' h('II\'Y humber.. which \II«' Ih(' 6("111 III1tI 
ill III{' .'1111 mOf(' Ihan 750,000 ., .. hit' YlIyd" of !'oral w('n' 
IlIml.~d 10 .'omplcle Ihe airfiel,J. l~v(,11 Iho\l/(h foul ami 
rainy W"IIt1WI' l.er"i"lc.1 IIIMI of IIII' lilllt!' lI1akill~ workillJ!;. 
.·oll,lil ion" lIufal·ora!.I!'. U1I'I1 work..,1 ,Jaily 10 filli"h Ih... 
pr'ojet'I", 

011 0,'10111'1' 9. 19·15 OkiulIWII Will' Ilil hy Oil(' ur IIIe' 
WHI'''t Iyplwun" ill 11)(' hi"lory of Ilu~ i~11I11I1. nltlllll~1' 10 

"II'IIl'IIII'I'" Oil Ih(' j"la"11 wa.. l'xlCII"in', MUll)· of Ihe "lrlJ(·· 
1111'('" ",llic'h lite- "allalion 111111 ~11t'1I1 111011111.. in huilrlill{! 
W,'Y!! ('ollllll"ldy dl'~lroyl'cl of ,~oll"illc'rllhl~' .llImu/!c,1. All 
Sl'ahpl'~ Oil the ....18nd wrrp frOZNI on Ihdr johs unlil 
1I"("',,~ury rl'pllir:< 111111 l'I"-",lll'lruelitlll lalllld lie dOlle 011 
",."c'nlial hllil.lilll!~' A f(·w (IllY" IIf .. -r Ihe slnfm, wOl'k 
wa~ hl',Hm 1I!,lIill 011 1111 "lrIIl'IUI'I'~ hllilt hy Ihe ),altalio" 
whidl WI'I·'· 111l1II1I~cd or d('!Ilmp"1. N'I'W dt'8il!lI~ W{'f(' 

"1,,,Ii.·11 and "lrlll'lurl'''' were h!lilt 10 willll'IIIII,1 IUI~' 
In1h"ulI nhic'll lI1ildlt hlllw lI(,ro~.. II", i~llItlll. 

TIH' lilli.. 10 thi .. hi"IOI'Y ell III wi I.. ~ wfilll'U "lIlirt"l) 
"illl!'f" w.' nr,' ,.liII 011 1,,1111141 X 1,t)lIIpl{'lillj! Ih(· !'OIl"lrt1t'liOIl 

we "larl.·.1 Iwr ... ·(· Ilw Will' \\'il~ "n'I', Althoullh WI' h;I\'(' 
11.'\'('1' "1111"1',,,1 1111' hllr.l ..hil'" IIml ,111111'('1'" .. f Wllf iii.... 
" lillhlilll! ".II·illt" wc~ or II .. • 1251h ""l1l1linll hll\'.' ..~llIh· 
li~I .... 1 II n·n....1 .. r l'UII"lrllt'lioll of whil'" w.' .'1111 jlll'lHr' 
II!.I~· I.t' 1'1'01111. 

REBELS 

011 """'1111 .. '1' 8. 1'J.l3 II... ~hl'" tor '\1i...,i.....iJ'I,i ol1i.·illll~ 

II(I"I'II~II lilt' 1251h hallaliull "" tilt' "i""i",~il'l'i R,·h.'I". 
Tim" th.· hullllliull WII~ ~!h.·n II 11111111' hy whi.·h il I.....·all... 
w(·11 kllllWII ill II ....·.·nlnll 1111.1 w(,,.h'rn l>twill.·. TIlt' .",rh,· 
IIlhldi.· I.·HIII~ alllillu' .lillI.'., I.UIIII. nil I.III1WII Icy lilt' llilllle' 
1(.,1...1"" h.·'III,,1 "1'rt'a.1 Ih .. flllll.· or 111I'.\li"~i,,,.il'lli hulllll· 
jml I !trou)!h""1 I h., j,.I:III.I~ wh.'n·'·"I' IIII'~ Irll,·,·le.1. 

JO;;('ll'l S, \1 i,;.' II 11111 i\l' of '\Iill"i""i l'I,i. u('pol ia Il"I II ... 
..,Iulliioll with (;u\·,'I'lIor !'uul B. J..ltll>'4111 whUlw wi,,1t il 
\\'a~ Itl ;ul"pl IIII' Illllluli"n. Gow'rllor Johll""n WII" i"ililll 
ill Ih,' lI<1olllioll hUI 1I(,\','r 1'('atize,1 Ih., .'H'II I I'" I illl,"'I" 
1:11I('c' uf Ilw 1lIIlIlIlioll. for h., .lif'.1 i'hOrll~· arl"r th.' nffi"illl 
a<luillioll ,Ialt', 

Pun) H .. ~, .. · .'II)!I'o",,~(,.1 II Imr{'hlll('1I1 "("'011 .,j)!hh·l'n 

it",h,·,. wid.· lIIul fl\'(' f.'l·1 lOll)! 011 wlli.,1t Willi 1111' h:lllaliull 
,'1111.1.:111 ill full ,·tllllr IIlId Il Icxl ",hidl WII;; lilt' :11'1'('1,11" 
lioll ur 11.,· '1IIH,llioll. E\'.'ry 1IU'lIIher of III(' Imllaliun 

"il!lw,1 Illi,. ""roll .111.1 ill n ... ·'·m!.c·r. J,w lli;",' ,·orri.," il 
I .. Ja(,k....II. III(' ('i11,illll ..f ,\1 i"""is...illl' i. In I.,·h,,1f of II ... 
"ullaJioll lu' I I r,"!'(' IIk.1 il 10 (;on'.rnor n('llIIi~ \1I1qthrf'" 
IIl1cl (;on'I'IIn1'·..J{"('1 TIIOIIIHi' L. Blli I"y. Pi,'IUYI'" (If IIII' 
""rull IIncl Jlrl'''''nllllio" of II ... "a~lIolia SIIIII' IJIII! I" lli;(.(" 
Hur loaltalilill 1't,!.Yt·!if·lIhlth(', \n'rt· 1mItI i:<h(:c I ill IW('lIlr 
,.i!!lrl I'(uuh('YII ..1.1 It',., 

Th.· >'('r,,11 pr(,••,,, .... 1 ,,~ tllf> IllIlIillinn ro II... "Ialt' (If 
\'i,.,.i ..~il'l'i h:IIIl!" with II.. , ,\r,·hh·,·" fir lIi"l(lr~· ill lilt' 
SllIl(' CUI,ilol. Th~ 'Ii~"k"il'l.j IInp: whil·11 Wilt< I'r"""III1,.1 
10 rhe hlllhilioll hu,", IfUH,lt·d wilh lin' Imllnliml lII'arly 
hllif wlty lIl'OII11,1 Ih.· world. 



125TH BATTALION 

After training at Camps Peary, Endi­

cott and Parks, the 125th NCB left Port 
Hueneme in, January 1944, for Hawaii, 
and on May 12, 1945, moved on to Oki­
nawa, stopping en route at Eniwetok and 
Ulithi, and arriving at Nakagusuku Bay 
June 17. Here the Battalion was work­
ing when the' war ended. 



ITINERARY OF THE 125th NAVAL CONSTRUCTION BATTALION 

31 Aug. 1943 Transferred from Camp Pear:r. Will1amsburg, 
Virginia to Camp Endicott, Da~isville, R. I. 

10 Oct. 1943 Transferred from Camp £nlicott to 
Shoemaker, Oalifornia. 

Camp Pp~kSt 

25 Jan. 1944 Departed Oamp Parks for ABD, HUeneme, Calif. 

28 Feb. 1944 Departed ABD for Bawaii. 
arrival unknown. 

~xact date of 

12 May 1945 Departed Hawaii for Okinawa. 
At Eniwetok and U1ithi. 

Stopped enroute 

17 June 1945 

1 Sept. 1945 Located Okinawa. 

NOTE: 	 This itinerary based on records available in O. B. 
Operations and personnel Section of Bureau of Naval 
Personnel. 

DA11)1: 	 20 September 1945. 
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