125%™ Naval

Construction
Battalion

Historical
Information

“Construimus, Batuimus”
“We Build, We Fight”
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’ 125¢h C.B,

. .

1G-15-44 - 1 Sep'44 report of 125th 0B - opersting et Lurlualei, Mskzha Gulch, Waihrwa,
{Oshu). Estimeted date of completion of present assignment is 1 Nov'4d. Report
endorsed by 8th Reg.

1-15-44 -~ The 125th CB 1= assigned tn the 37th Reg.{Comserforpacflt Sec. ltr 55-CKW/s~k =1
Ser, 001008. to CNO &ta 4 Nov'44),

.1-16-44 -~ The 125th (B is llcated at Pearl Hor.(Com 14 See, disp t» "NO 062243 NCR 15888
dtd 11 Nov'a4),

1-17-44 ~ 1 Oct'44 report of 1365th OB - Operating at Oshu (Wahiawa, Welanae, Imaluslet)

Estimated date of completion of present assignment is 1 Nov'4dd. Report eadorsed
by 7th Regiment.

2~7-44 - 1 Fov'44 report of 7¢h Reg. ~ 125th OB detached from the 7th Reg. 10 Oct'44.

R-T-44 = 1 Hov'44 report of 126th CB - No info on location.

1-11-45 - 1 Dectd4 report of 125th CB - Report endorsed by 8th Brig. snd E.A.B.

2- 7-45 - 1 Jan'45 report of the 125th CB - Located in Hawalimn mrea. Report endorsed by
the 37th Regiment. \

%17-45 - The 125th OB 1s located at Pearl Hbr,.(Com 14 Sec. disp to CNO 0BLOLA dté Feb'45),

-26-456 -~ 1 FPeb'45 report of the 125th CB -~ located with HANCB and 37th Reg.

4-12-45 - 1 Aprt45 report of the 125th CB - Operating at lmalualel, Wahiswa, Walkele, and
Barbers Pt. ,

Sw B~45 -~ The 1351:11)63 is located at Oshu, assigned Okinawa. (Dirpacdocks 5.F. Sec Rep of
15 Apr'4s

5eP0=45 - 1&;"&5 report -of 1266k OB ~ no info on lecation. Routed via 37¢h Reg & 8th Brig.

5-17-46 - 1 Mari4B report of 37th Reg - Comments re 52ud & 125%h CB.

5-21-45 -~ 1 Mar'45 report of the 125th OB - operations at luslualei, Wakiawa, Wrlkele Gulch.

-13-45 - Dirpacdocks ST sec rep of 15 May shows the 125th CB at Ckinawa.

Location - Qehu



NEHLY - Pesrys Devieville
ARD - Hueneme

Aerdy Date - 10 Rebldsl

Left 43D - 28 Febhli4

Location -~ FeswieHesber Okingwa

106
8~-3B-4Z ~ ONO orders transfer of the 125th CB to NCTC Devisville ehout S1 4u3'4”. (Zan”.
Disn. 281929 KC2 8254 from VCNQ to Peery dtd 28 ing'43)
10~ 2-43 - COFO orders transfer of the 125th 28 to Parks abcut 10 Qet'4Z. (Conf. Jisn,
021621 NCR 4119 from VONC to Davisville dtd 2 Oct'43)
1-24-44 - 125th UB departed Parks for Hueneme 25 Jan'44. (24TWX1621 Jan 44 from Frrhe 43
Hueheme)
3~ 6-44 - 125th OB left ABD 28 Peb'44, (W)
5-A7-44 - 126th CB reported to 2nd RArigade and assigned to 8th Regz. on 5 Msr'4d, {2nd Tirie,
3rd end dtd 5 Mer'44 on Port Huneme orders NT4-59/P16-4 dtd 25 Tebla4)
5-12-44 - 1 Apr'44 report of 125th CB ~ opersting ~t Iroquois Pt,
6-1A-44 -~ 1 May'44 report of 125th CB -~ oversrting st Iualuelei, Waianae, #-inio Fsint,
Wehiawa.
7- F=44 ~ 1 Jun'44 report of 125th CB - operstins ot Luslnrlei, Wshirwa, Wri=nne, =nd
Wsipio Point.
8~11-44 -~ 1 Jul'44 revort of 175th OB - aperating at Makeha Oulch (YWeirmee), Wzinie Poing
{ 4aikele, West Loch), Luslurlei, and Waihows,
5-2v-44 - 1 Aug'4d report of 135th CF - overating »t Makehs Gulch, "aipie PE., Ta~luricl,
and Weilhnws,

Locetion -~ Okinswe ‘ 125¢h C.B,

6-21-45 - The 126th C3 depsrted P.H. 12 May'45, ETA Okinawa 20 Jul'4s. {Comservpac sec
disp 172055 1o Bupers)
7=6=-48 -~ 1 Jun'45 report of the 37th Reg - 125th (B departed Oahu 12 Msy'45 for forward
locatiths
7-14~45 - 125th CB detached 1 July from the 42nd Reg of the 10th Brg. Ordered to proceed
immediately and report to 0inC 8th Brg for duty. (10th Brg sec orders ser U130
atd 1 July to 0inC 125th CB) ~ion 4
7-14-45 ~ 125th CB reported 25 June to 10th Brg. Ordered to further report to ain: ffndﬁ
.+ > Reg for temp duty. {(10th Brg conf orders ser 0106 dtd 25 June to 0inC 125tk CE)
7-16-45 -~ 1 Jul'45 report of the 125th CB - loceted at Okinawa. Batt left F.E. on 12 Mey.
Stopped over at Eniwetok and Ulithi and arrived Nakagusuku Bay on 17 June, Jis
embarked on 17 June at Gray Beach. On 19 June, batt moved to new c=mp site 1/
mile inland from Tobaru.
7-23~45 - The 125th CB assigned to the 8th Brg snd 37th Reg effective 10 July. (007 APC
331 sec report on assignment of CB units ser 897 dtd 10 July)
8- 2-45 - The 125th CB reported to the U7th Reg on 1 July for duty. (77th %o~ ses end es~
LO¥ dtd 1 July to 0inC 125th CB)
Gum20~45 - 1 Aug'4e5 report of the 125th CB -~ loerted st Okinswa. Report via the 27th Zex rnd
8th 3Bre.
$-19-45 - 1 Sent'45 report of 12Fth CB - loceted nt Okinawm, Remort vis 378h der o 25 Trlc

P
4

&4

10-18-456 - 1 Oct'45 report of 125th CB ~ located 2t Okinawa. Report via 37th 3eg. & 8th Bre.

1-14~46 -~ 125th CB directed to report to CWNCT, Okinawn for duty. (01inC, 8th Brir. 1st end.

ser 3158 dtd 8 Dec'4dS to 86th & 125th CBs & CBMUs 521 & 5232),

2-15-46 - 1 Peb 46 report of 125th CB - located at Ryuku. Report via 48th Reg.
3-14-46 = 1 Mar 46 report of 125th CB -~ located at Ryukn. Report vis 48th Reg.

-
5
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Location - Ckinaws 125th CB

Comservpec orders NOB Okinawa to inactivate 125th CB (Comservpac Alsp

4-2-46 -
0221117 April to NOB Okinawa).

6-11-46 & Inactivation of 126th CB completed 25 May
ltr, 4td. 25 May 46)

AUZHORITY
: MoR
33 1047 MoR
33 1046 MoR
32 1027 Mor
2l 992 MoR
31 974 BEP625 & MoR
32 987 g:g
27 av4
Yo L
%% gn BNPE25 & MoR
2 967 Mok
28 . m BYW626 & R
29 914 BEP625 & R
1 Sagt*-iﬁ 908 BNP&2S
1 Octt48 19 1218 BNP625 & R
1 Novids 17 712 BRPE25 & R
1 Dee'4s 17 734 BEPE25 & R
1 Jen'46 : 23 1185 BNP625 & R
1 Peb 48 . 24 967 BNP 625 & R
1 Mar 46 26 1136 BNP 625 & R
(INACTIVATED)

| 125%h Construction Battalion
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Review at Hueneme

HISTORY

In the summer of 1943 when the nation was Just
beginning 1o recover from the first staggering blows ol
war, a comstruction hranch of the Navy only a vear amd
a hall old was cstablishing a reputation which was 1o
hecome ahuost mythologienl. The Navy Construetion
Battalions more contmonly known as Seabees were in-
vading islands close behind the Marines and performing
construction tasks in combut areas with a speed and deter-
mination which won for them a worldwide respect and
the cherished Iriendship of Unele Sum’s hord fighting
Marines. At that time from the thousands of men who
were entering the serviee. nearly cleven hundred men
representing every state in the Union were destined to
be placed in the 125th U, S, Naval Construction Battalion
where they wonld live and work together aver a period
of more than two yeurs,

The history of this battalion begins hefore the hattul.
ion wax organized in Cawp Peary. It hegins. in a sense,
with the Tives of the men who made up the battalion.
for it has heen the knowledge aud ability of these men
gained from years of experience in consirnetion that
has made for this battalion, as well as for all Scabevs,
a record of wecomplishment which constitutes one of the
major contributions loward vietory,

The first days spent in the Navy were bewildering
amd discournging to us who had heen used to a routive
life entirely different (rom the one we were embarking
on, The large cattle trucks which transported us from
the railroad station in Williamsburg to our new home.
Camp Peary. were not the mode of transportation which
we had hecome acenstomed 1o, althongh the cool hreeze
aceentuated by riding in the open was a weleome relief
from the hot dirty trains most of us had arrived on. The

R

clation and ease of mind we had felt upon eulisting soon
left us as we hegan the lile of & boot, In rapid suceession
we were introduced to Navy customs and traditions. The
chow liue we were to endure as long as we remained in
the Navy, the wedical examinations, the inoculations,
the huge and almost unbearable bag of GI clothes we
struggled to carry, and as if to add to our ignominity
and pernzmently injure our manly pride we filed thru
the barber shop and in o matter of seconds lost all our
hair.

We arrived at our Loot training arca C-8 late ut night
during & rain. Picking our sea hags and bedding out of
the mud we were assigned bunks aecording to alphabet-
ical muster and zetiled ourselves in the 60 man harracks.
For four weeks we remained in this ares, being indoc-
teinated into the Navy, We were roused out of the sk
at 0545 to take filteen miuntes of pre-hreaklust stomach
remover and muszele builder called PT. Almost invariably
onr breakfast would be beans und grits. Alter we hadl
swabbed the deeks amd policed the grounds we wounld
fall B for muster aml immediately take off for owr

aorning’s training which usually consisted of marching

all aver the Jdrill ficld frontwards, sidewards, backwards,
and even sometimes on our stomachs. Ne sheeps [oot
roller could improve the compaction of onr drill ficld
after we left that avren. There were other things we
learned, too, such ax first aid. hygiene, semaphiore, mili-
tary courtesy and other subjeets which were cither nee-
essary to our life in the Navy or useful to our own health
aml wellare.

The days disappeared and the weeks passed rapidly
by as we took our turn at KP or guard duty, tried to
learn the cleven general orders, and heeame thoreughly



indoetrainated with military courtesy. On August 26
just four weeks after we arrived in C8 we hroke hoot,
Ou 1his day we were allowed for the first time szince
consing to Peary to go out of our area. Many of us went
to scenic Willimnshury and others went te Richmond
or nearby towns while a few were satisfied to go te the
beer hall at topside.

On Augnst 28 we moved from C-8 to area B8 where
we made up the 125th Construetion Battalion and hecame
full fledged Seabees, After two or three days of inter-
viewing, getling acequainted. and gelling organized, we
donned our dress hhues and started on the first of many
subsequent moves. While the Peary band played “Aunchom
Aweigh,” we hoarded the train ad with clated cheers
feft the hot Virgioia elimate for the coul state of Rhode
fsland, The weather wos hot, and the cars were dirty,
and we had box lunches for supper, hut onr tempers
were cooled with the thenghit of a new enmip aml a new
expericnee,

it wax refreshingly cool when we arrived at Canp
Endicott carly the unest morning, Our new location wor
a bix improvement over Camp Peary, Chow was much
better, the harracks were more comfortable, and ship’s
service, the beer hall, and movies were much closer, 1t
wasn't long before those of ur who werent needed 1o
maintain camp were placed jn schools to learn some
new subject or to learn a new trick in the construction
game. All courees were well 1aught and proved beneficial
at some time during our tour of duty.

Alter three weeks of training we spent one weck at
the Sun Valley Rifle Range and began preparing for
our ten day pre-emburkation leave. While at Endicott
we had enjoyed one night of liberty cvery Tourth night
with one 36 hour week-end liberty. Buses, although always
crowded, were at the gate cach night to transport liberty
hounds to Greenwich or Providence only a little more
than an hour's ride from camp. New York and Bosfon
also had their attractions mul many of us got to these
places at least vnce.

Our ten day leave passed wll too quickly and we
found ourselves onee more back in camp with our mates.
No sooner had we gotten back than we were on the drill
field practicing for the dvess parade we were to put on
in u few days, It was rather hard to stay in step and con-
centrate on what we were doing, for we were reminis-
cing over onr leave and didn’t want to be jarred back
ta reality. In the morning of October 10, the day on which
the battalion was commissioned, we drilled for a couple
hours, and in the afternoon we donned our dress blaes
and marched on the ficld 1o puss in review. We passed
a rigid inspeetion by Captain Rogers, and while the pride
welled up in us, our commanding officer received onr flag
and we were formally commissioned the 125th U. 8, Naval
Coustruetion Battalion.

Ou October 11 we boarded three pollan trains 1o
journey across country to Camp Parks, California. Execept
for the unfergettable box luuches, those were six very
pleasant days aboard the train travelling through the

7l

IFe receive our [lag.

Catskills, across the rolling midwestern plains, and over
the rugged Rockies. All of us remember the couple hour
delay at Norwich, N. Y., and the interest all the girls
working in the nearhy skivvy shirt factory showed in us
rugged males, Those of us who travelled the southern
route will remember the Harvey Houses where we ate our
weals and the 100 degree change of temperature that
oceured between twelve noon and midnight as we trav.
elled from an Arizona desert high into the Roekies. The
trip was not only very scenie. but it gave us an oppor-
tunity lo rest up alter our ten day leave.

We arrived at Camp Purks in the morning of Oetoher
17 aud woved into a quonset hut arca on the wuddy end
of camp. During the middle of the afterncon the climate
was very pleasant, but when night rolled around we
nearly froze 10 death. It was a week before any heaters
were installed in our huts, and it was only our rugged
constitutions that kept us from heing pneumonia easnal
ties hefere we even got ont of the states.

Besides the wenther which was spoken of as unusual
by the Californians, several things stand out in our mem-
orics now as we look back on thaese three and a half
months we stayed at Parks, Each morning we would
murel 1o the drill field to stand colors though it usually
was so foggy we couldn’t see the flag being raised. Tt
was 2o eold at that time of the morning that not even
our pea coaty could keep us warm. On one of these
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mornings while we were standing as rigidiy at attention
az wur possible while shaking all over from the cold, a
little dog innocently mistook the Chaplain’s leg for a
fire hydrant, ov, at any rate, was about to use the Chaplnin
for the sume purpose dogs usnally use fire hydrants, The
Chaplain broke rauks and made a gracefnl drop kick
asing the dog as a foothull. It prebably wasn’t very eom-
fortable for the dog, but it titilaied all of ns who observed
the action,

We had mililary training and more military training
umtil we thonght we could fight better than the mmrines.
The competition drill for a 72 hour Liberty was aboul 1he
only wilitary training we put our heart into, The lucky
plateon that won first had a 72 heur liberty while the
runner-up platoon reecived a M hour likerty, We did so
much hiking that a ten mile hike was nething more to
ux than an appetite stimulator. The communde vourse
and these treks through the hills were a lttle tougher,
bt all the time we were at Parks we were champing at
the bit to get ont of the country and sece some aetion.
Wt Tools we mortalz be

About a month after we srrived at Parks we moved
from our quonsel int area to another area next to the gate.
This was a big help when we went on liberty for we
conlit gl to the head of the liberty line. and the walk
from Wood's Corner when retwrning from Liberty in
the cool of the morning was conziderably shortened. [t
war at Camp Parks that the hattalion reeceived itx first

construction assignment. The 125th started at the very
beginning 1o prove it did only the best construction.
When the project was finished the admiral's goat was
living in a better honse than we were.

While at Parks we Fell our first painful pungs of
nostalgin, Christmus away from home just didn’t seem
like Christmas at all. Everyone either vevceived s 72 hour
liberty over the Christimas holiday or over the New Yeur
holitday which helped 1o assuage our morase feeling, hut
nevertheless the season of glad tiding and good cheer
wasn't quite the same,

Caumip Parks had all the facilities that a military camp
should have, I had a good ship’s service where we ecould
get malted milks for a uickel and a beautiful theatee
where one sat down inside ont of the rain on comfortable
seats with hacks on them, und there was the heer hall and
the pool hall and the howling alley, the swimming pool
for members of the Polar Bear Club, and of course the
hig beautiful deill fickd, the sight of which seldom cansed
us to become vestatie with joy. We got our fiest look at
movie stardow in person when Kay Kevser brought his
show of beauntiful girls to the station theatre,

We also sat through the movie preview of “The Fight-
ing Seabees,™ but most of us heard little of what was said
for the theatre was cacophonous with the houts and jeers
and whistles of real Seabees,

Liberty every fourth niglt with every other week end
off wasu’t had cither. Most of vus got to know Friseo and

Captain: Rogors inspecis ns. Camp FEndicott,
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Oakland pretty well. Market Street, Knob Hill, the Top
af the Mark, Fisherman's Wharf, the parks, the ClLiff
House. the eable cars, all held a certain fascination which
didn’t seem to wear off. Out here the people were the
woat hospitalile we had met and it was these liherties
we enjoyed most, But afl good things had 1o come to an
end, so on January 2B we all climbed nhoard snether
train and headed for Port Huencwme which was to be our
lust stuy in the States.

At Hueneme we aguin got military trgining and a lintle
wore firing on the rifle range o sight fn onr new rifles,
We had another bastalion veview oceasioned . our
offiicial adoption by the state of Mirsissippi anid the pres-
entation of the Mississippi State flag 1o our Commanding
Officer, The camp setting was beantiful with snew eapped
mountains all aronnd. but the camp itsell was mndily
just Jike Parks when we irst arrived. It wag cold here,
too, but there were stoves in the barracks to keep us
warhn, Liberty was the came as it was in Parks and most
of us got to L. A, ox well as Oxnard and Ventura, The
time we had waited s long for was rapidly approaching,
We were being issued onr rilles, packs, gas masks, foul
weather gear, elothing and evervthing chse we might
need overseus,

On the alteenoon of Febroary 28 we got our last
ghimpae of North Awmeriea on the Bloemfontein. Many
of ns were sailing on the ocean for the first time in our
fives. To add to vur discombiort we were only served two
meals & day. 1 was plain to see this was 10 be no pleasure
cruise for our fiving quarters were down in the hold of
the ship in which were crowded tiers of bunks five high
ad 80 elose together one conld hardly walk between. In
these bunks we placed our bedding, packs, rifles, hehnets
and gas maskas, hand bags, and ourselves, On the seeond
day out the sen war quite rvough cansing some of us

Gromt hpnse, vur first major coustraction,

AN aboard,

to turn a little green avonnd the gills. Another dday
=ca, thengh and we werve beginning 1o feel omr sea leps,
The trip whiclt only took live days was vather enjoyable.
bat we were glad to see land,

Our first Islamd X was Owaha in the Hawaiian Island
group. 11 was a beantiful sight to see Kaimaoki. Dismod
Head, Honolnlu and the Moans and Roval Hawaiian
Hotels on Waikiki Beach, We wande a rather unspectae.
nlar entry into Pearl Harbor for onr ship ran agrowsd
and breke a large submarine water main that furnished
fresh water to the camp at which we were 1o be located,
We arrived at Pearl Haclior on Marel 5, but siuce onr
camp had vo fresh water, it was Mareh 7 hefore we conld
go ashore. We debarked at broguois Point and marched
a mile or so up the road 10 our quonset hint area. After
coming from California, Iroqueis Point seemed very hot,
asd hevond a doubt it was the dustiest pluce we had seen.
We had been organized as a construction hattalion for
six months and up until now we hadu’t done wny real
constenetion, It seemed goad to ns when we eoubd gt
tools haek in our hunds, One first assignmient wis to lake
over sonie of the work of the 72nd hattalion sinee thes
were preparing to move foarther west, Before long we
were working on an administration building, a quenset
hot avea. a bakery, & motor pool. a fire stalion, a nuess
hall and gatley aud a Tew small jobs, We only worked at
frogquois Poimt for a month. but we secomplished a lot
of work and reulized that we had a constrnetion battalion
that conld build anything.

About the recomd week of April we received word we
were o take over all the work of the 76th hattaliou
which was being staged for an advanced hase, € Com-
pany moved to Barbers Point. B Company to Luatnalei
Naval Radio Station. I Company 1o Walixwa Naval
Radio Station. amd Headguacters md A Companmy 1o
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Camp Dowell

Fleet Reevcation Center ot Camp Auidrews. Headqguarters
Company was rather split up for they had o furnish
vooky, bakers, corpsmen, ete, o the different camps, but
they had their constrietion men loo, who worked right
along with the other companies in completing the jobhs
assigned to ns. W e were destined 1o stay on Oshu for Tour-
teen months and during those months we were constantly
busy. By the time we left we had done millions of dollars
worth of work., A1 Lualsadei Naval Radio Siation we
huilt a nmber of radio fucilities including gencrator
and transformer stations, underground power and come
munication Hnes, antennae, utilities and housing, a large
reinforced concerete transmitter building, and 2 massive
concrete helix howse, At Wahiawa Naval Radio Station
we did mueh the same type of work a5 wous done at
Lualualei, building vasdio Tacilities inelading reeeiver and
travsmitter buildings wnd an andergronnd  hombprool
eoding vaunlt, Besides work on these stations our hattalion
designed and built Makaha Amsansition Depot swhich
eansisted not only of the aunnanition stows and acecss
roads but also of a complete camp for the personnel. We
built a camp ot Waipio Point aud did considevable
water front work there, At Waikele we did n It of work
repairing a farge nuniher of almmuonition storage tunnels.
In the Avnnmition Depot at Loaluadei we bhoilt a nunher
of miles of roads amd railvonds. housing and utilities,
and other general coustruction, Our construetion record
on OQatha ix one we can all be proud of. Nearly anyplace
ene travel: on northwest Qalin there ix some structure
or road or railroad or some other comstruction which
wus done by the 1251h,

Much of our work on the radio stations waz of an

urgent nature becanse the rapidly expanding fleet, oper-
ating in the vast arcas of the Pacilie, nceded additional
communiealion facilitiez. On several oceasions facilitios
for 4 eoming eoperation had 1o be and were completed
in record time to meet the deadline date. The war was
heing fought farther out, but the constrnction we were
doing was just as important if not more so than the con-
struction that war being done at the front,

Although at one fime we worked for nearly twe

Tent City.




months without any liberty or time off, during most of
our stuy on the Tsland of Paradise we had Simdays and
one day a month off, There was tennix and swimwing
the year round, pienies and island tours, liherties in Hou-
olublu and Sundays on Waikiki Beach. Many of us were
fortunate to be able to fly to the Big Islund of Hawaii.

We not only praved ourselves outstanding in con-
stenction work bt also proved ourselves outstanding in
sporte, Competition was keen in all sports hut we copped
the Central Pucific Area Seabee softhall and baskethall
chumpionship. amd even brought home a horseshae
trophy, ludividual companies were aetive in sports alsa.
Volleyball, swimming, tennis, archery, hasketball, and
many other sports were aetive at all limes, The danee
hand was playing for dances two or three times a week
and in their spare time some of the fellows were potting
on shows aronmd the island. It was somcetimes hard to
find the cathusivsm after a bard duy’s work. bt it was
fub and helped keep ns from becoming homesick,

While on Ouhu we spent our second Christinas away
from home, We were dreaming of & White Christmas,
but the conntry around us was a beautiful green, The
holisluy xearon wansn’t like we had known it at home with
unts aml mistletoe and a lighted Christmas tree with
gilts all wrovnd. However, living on the hope that pext
Christmas we wonkd he home, we managed to survive our
nostalgia.

We were still a military organization, so it was decided
we should have a little military training te help us keep
our wilitary bearing, For six months we managed 1o get
along withowt any teaining, bt then the inevituhle hap-
pened, For one day every other weck we wonld gather
in the woods outaide of the ammunition depot at Lua-
lialei and have extended order maneuvers, There wasn™t
a great deal of ewthosiasm, althongh we realized there

On our way again,

Oh, suy can you see.

mizht he a time when we would veed some of this train.
ing. During the last two weeks of our stay on Ozhs we
had the only military training that was actually enjoyerl,
The hattalion was split up in two gronps and cach group
spent a week at the jungle training center on the east
side of the islaud. For the first time we reeeived a really
well taught training course and every minute of it was
interesting. Village fighting with live ammunition, fiving
all tvpes of weupons from the hip, night problems when
it was sa dark von couldn’t sce your hand in front of
vour face. and various methods of stream erossing, That
week at jungle training was interesting. but it alse gave
us a little idea of just how rough jungle fighting could
actually he.

The first week in JTanuary all companies of the battal-
ion moved to onr new camp ounizide Lualualei Ammu.
nition Depot. This, our first tent camp. was later naned
Camp Dowell, At Dowell we were completely independ-
ent of all other eamps, s0 we could run things to our
own liking, We lived here for four months in relative
comfort, and then we once more moved to lroquois
Paoint, just prier 1o our embarkation to onr new Island X,
The doctors set up their artillery batteriez and shot us
full of some more serum to prevenl us from getting any
of the discases which were supposed to he prevalent
at our new Island X. We received more gear and shipped
home hoxes of things we hud acenmuluted during our



First night on Okinewn.

stay on Oahn, Qur stay at Iroquois was short and we were
onee wore going aboard a ship which was to take w
thosswrls of miles eloser to Japin,

On May 12 we bhoarded the USS Sevier and sailed
oul of Pearl Harlor, Oar next bl X was to be s little
ware rough than the one we were leaving. bt we were
ready 1o go uny place the Navy decided they needed ns
After a week of sailing we put in at Eniwetok anchorage
It ouly stayed there evernight. Somewhere hetween
Oaliu and Einwetok we had lost May 17th and by virtue
of losing that duy we were initiated into the Order of
the Gollen Dragon. Another week and we were in the
Ulithi Anchorage to stay for nincteen days. During
that time we got off the fhip once 10 go to the Reeveation
Ialand of Mop Moy to drink a little beer. Hardly enongh
beer to satisfy a thirsty man, but it war relaxing 1o get
off the ship.

Four days after we left Ulithi we sighted Okinawa,
our new Teland X. Tt was L plus 77, bat it was 5 days
before the zland was seeured and many wonths hefore
one could feel sale on a dark night. We saw a couple
large hatllewagons laying ofl the southern coust lobhing
i their heavy shells 1o help the Marines and Ay whe
were still fighting in the roughest part of the island.
Even at that Okinawa looked to us ax Ameriea mnst hyve
tooked 1o Colnmbas for life aboard ship was very hot.
erowded, md nucomfortable. Our first night ashore was
spent in pup tents sleeping on the ground, ot even that
felt camfortable. We had bivonseed temporarily near
Gray Beach wheve we lauded. During the night there
were three aiv raid alerts; but we paid little atiention
to them. The next day we moved from thiz loeation to
another n few miles away, Here we pitebed tents again,
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this time on the side of a hilll During thi= first week
ashore we all beeume acquainted with the fumous K and
€ rations which for a G1 rate on an ejual [outing with
Span. The less said the better. Evervone was busy helping
to unlowd the <hips and get all our cargoe wnd nmaterisl
in onc place. It war during the time that we were anlosd-
ing the LST's that a Jup suicide plane crashed into the
bow of one of the LST's from which our cargo was being
unloaded. Several of our wmen were injured and oue
man from the hattalion war killed.

After about u week and u hall, just ar we were begin.
ning to get fairly well sitnated, we moved again this time
to our permanent location near Yonaharu. At Yonaharn
we set up # camp which was comparable to those we had
lived in on Oalin and in the states, humediately we went
10 work on the Yonabara airstrip which had been ussigned
10 us and two other battalions to huild, This was to he
a bomber sirip 7000 feet long and was 1o he put into
operation a little more than o month from the time it
was started. There was a lot of work to be doue. bt
when the deadline came around the sirip was ready for
planes. While the aivficld was being built, other men
were building our camp. another larger camp for the
Acorn Unit, ¢ Camp for the CASU Unit, ronds and facil-
ities for NATS nud TAG and other prajeets. Our air.
ficld was ready on time but in the meantime the Japs
had received two of our atomic hombs and were ready to
call it quite. Planes never did fly Irom our field 10 bomb
Japan.

The airstrip which had been hnrried 10 completion
se that Navy Privateer hombers could fly missions over
Japan was later developed into the main Navy airfield
on the island. Besides the airstrip itself which was 7000
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feet by 300 feet, cight miles of taxiways, 140 hardstunds.
3-200 foot by 2000 foot aprons, shops and hangars for
CASU and NATS and housing for 8500 men were buili.
Uther hattalions were involved in the construction, but
the 125th battalion eo-ordinated all the engineering and
did the major part of the construetion,

Extremely diffbenlt conditions of heavy rainfall, marsh
vrontnd at an eclevation of four Ieet above high tide. and
poor coral at a haul distance of seven miles hindered pro-
gress considerably. A poor snbgrade required a 24 fuch
coral course for the heavy bombers which use the field and
in the end more than 730,000 cubic vards of coral were
bauled 10 complete the airfield. Even though foul and
rainy weather persisted most of the time making working
conditions unfavorable. men worked daily to finish the
projects,

On October 90 1945 Okinawa was it by one of the
warst tvphoons i the history of the islind. Dumage to
structures on the island was extensive. Many of the strue-
tures which the battalion had spent months in building
were completely destroved or considerably damaged. All
Seahees on the island were frozen on their jobs wnil
necessary repairs and reeonstrnetion conld he done on
essential buildings,. A few days afler the storm, work
wits hegun ngain on all steaetures hoilt by the battalion
whieh weve damaged or destroved. New designs were
applicd amd stractures were boilt to withatund  any
typhoon which wight blew aeross the jslund.

The finis to thiz history cannot be written entirely
rinee we are still on Island X completing the construction
we started hefore the war was over. Although we have
never suffered the hardships and dangers of war like
a fighting Marine. we of the 1251h banalien huve estab-
lished o record of construction of which we can justjfy-
ably he prond.

Offices, Camp Dowell,

Mississippi Adapts Us

REBELS

Un November 8, 1943 the state of Mississippi ofticiully
adopted the 125th battalion as the Mississippi Rehels,
Thus the battalion was given a wame by which it beeame
well known in the central and western pacifie, The active
athletiec teams and the danee handall hnown by the name
Rebels, helped spread the fame of the Mississippi battal-
ion throughont the istands wherever they traveled.

.

Joseph S. Mize a native of Mississippi. negotiated the
adoption with Governor Paul B, Johuson whose wish it
was to adopt the hattalion. Governor Johnson was initisl
in the adoption but never vealized the eventual impor-
tmee of the hattalion. for he died shortly after the official
adoption date,

PPanl Hovte engrossed a parchment seroll cighteen
inches wide and five Teet long on which was the hattalion
cimblem in full color and a text which was the aceepta.
tion of the adaption. Every member of the hattalion
stgned this seroll and in December, Joe Mize carried it
1o Jackson, the capital of Mississippi. n hehalf of the
battalion he presented it to Governor Dennis Murpliree
and Governor-eleet. Thomas Lo Bailey, Pictures of the
serall and presentation of the Magnolia State flag 10 Mize,
our hattalien representative, were published in twenty
cight sonthern stotes,

The seroll presented by the hattation to the state of
Mississippd hangs with the Archives of History e the
State Capitol. The Mississippi flug which was presented
to the batialion hes traveled with the hattalion nearky
hall way around the workl,



125TH BATTALION

After training at Camps Peary, Endi-
cott and Parks, the 125th NCB left Port
Hueneme in January 1944, for Hawaii,
and on May 12, 1945, moved on to OKi-
nawa, stopping en route at Eniwetok and
Ulithi, and arriving at Nakagusuku Bay
June 17. Here the Battalion was work-
ing when the war ended.
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ITINERARY OF THE 126th NAVAL CONSTRUCTION BATTALION -
31 Aug, 1943 Transferred from Camp Peary, Williamsburg,

Virginia to Camp Epndicott, Davisville, R. I,

10 Oect, 1943 Transferred from Camp %ndicott to Camp Parks,
Shoemeker, California. '

25 Jan, 1944 Departed Camp Parks for ABD, Hueneme, Calif,

28 Feb, 1944 Departed ABD for Hawaii. BIxact date of
arrival unknown.

12 May 1945 Departed Hawaii for Okinawa. Stopped enroute
At BEniwetok and Ulithi,

17 June 1945 Arrived Nakagusuku Bay,

1 Sept, 1945 ~ Located Okinawa,

NCOTE: 7This itinerary based on records available in C., B,
Operations and personnel Section of Buresu of Naval
Personnel,

DATE: 20 September 1945,
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