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LOG 


c-36-48 - OND orders tr"'!n!'!-Per of the 12~rd CB to NOTO Davisville pbout 27~.1l?'4:::. ( ~:'. 


Disp. 262001 NOR 7853 from VCNO to Pee.r1 dtd 86 Aug 143) 

9-29-43 - ONO orclt"rs trlU}sfer of the 123rd CB to CR.wn Parks about 6 Oct l <1Z. (C:nf'. D1 


291415 NCR 3521 fro~ VCNO to Davi9vi11p dtd 29 Sept43) 

1-29-44 - 12~rd C13 Arrived Hueneme 27 Jen l 44 from Park-s. (Rest. TIlsp_ 2fc~;~r)·1 rV~H 391j~J,?, l"r,,:r 


Hueneme to addresseee dtd 29 Jen l 44) 
3-23-44 - 1~3rd OR left .AJ3D 13 Mar'44. (WRK) 
4-l4-44 - l23rd 013 ~ssigned to 7th· Rp.!!_ (2nd Brie;. 1st :::lnd. dtd 21 r<iar l 44 0n Hllpn<:>;I",l q iF-'2, • 

orders ~TT4-5£l P16-4. Ser 693 dtd 11 MAr'44 to OinO 123rd CB) 

5-11-44 - 1 Apr'44 rl'!port of 123rd C"R - oTlPr"'.ti.ng I'lt MopnpluR Ridge. 

6-27-44 1 MFI,y'44 report of 50th Cll - 123rd CB h .relieving the R01;h CT" r.t ;:l!dw~~~. ;'r ,:' 


1 !.rayt 44. the 123z-d 'J'B wn S opl'!rnt int! at M(')~nA.hw and Mid'l"lay. 
7- 5-44 - 1 3un t 44 renort of 123rd CB - opprating at Midway. 
~-~J-44 - 1 Augl44 re~ort of 133rd ~B - operating ~t Midway. 

10- 7-44 - 1 Sep'44 report of 123rd CB - o~~~ptinr ~t Midwny• 
.1-15-4:4 - The 123rd c:B is ,<J"ssh71~d to t'1" 3:!.st R"'g.(C!):-lser'fl')r;mcflt Sec. ltr Sf;-CKJIi/",+ ~";~" 

S~r. 001008 to (:no d,t,f/ 4 No"t1' t ,ttl.) • 

123rn CB 

.1-16-44 - The 123rdCBis lcmatedat Midwa.y.(Com 14 Sec. (11e":1 to CNa 06224..7, UCP 158:;>3 
dtd 11 Uov'44). 

1-20-44 - 1 Oc"44 report of l23rd OJ - operating at Ml~. 
2-28-44 -,1 .0v l 44 report of l23rd OB - location not atated. Anticipates that all projects 

assigned to this batt will heve been completed by 30 Nov·44. 
1-10-45 - 1 Dec t 44 report of the 31st Reg. - ~he 133rd OB has comple ted its assignment at 

MldW8.1 and is awaiting tranBter to Pearl Barbor. Upon their a.rrival there, they 
will be aBB~ned a civilian housing project at Iva. 

1-11-45 - 1 Dec'44 report ot lZ3rd CB - Completing misc. construction projects preparatory 
to moving from base. 

2- 2-45.. 1 Jan t 45 report of the l23rd 0:5 - located at MidWST. Report endorsed by 31st Reg. 
2- 6-45 - 1 Jen t 45 report of the 31_t Reg. _ The entire 16~rd CB, with the exception of 

a conttngent of 49 men who are handl1:cg the loading of gear and completion of 
mise electrical work f has left Mid.wq and 18 now located on Oahu. The 49 men 
remaining on Mid.way should arrive on Oehu prior to the middle of Jea. '45. 

2-1:3-45 - 2nd Brg. Sec. 1tr S~r. 088 ctd. 27 Jan 145 to th" UinC 123rd CB - oril",r<?d t,") Drl)C~~~ 
on l'Ihips to a verbally designated phtc.. in th_ PAcific area. Upon & rrival to 
report to the 2nd Brg. for duty. 

2-13-45 - Th. 123rd c:B is availablE- fl'am Pea.r1 for assie.;nment to SrullR-r.(Cl'H; 31!'c. ltI' to 
diAtribution list S~r. 0039230 dtd 3 Feb'45). 

2-13-45 - COf!'\urv7:flt Sf'c. disp 061001 to Com7flt dtd A Fet"45 - d~siru th-9.t thl!' J2~.(,r(l. 
CB b~ lift_d from P88rl in reb l 45. 

2-17-45 - The 123rd CB 19 located A.t Pee.r1 Hbr & Micwa,.,v. (Com 1.1 Sf'c. dis-p tC' eKO ()i;n016 F'!b l4.5 
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Loc~tion - O~ Lelte-Ss~ ~~.~~~~ 


~36-45  1 Feo'45 report of the 123rd CB - loc~ted with HANGB and the 31st Reg. 
3-5-45 - Dirpacdocks ordered t. outfit the 123rd CB(Oincpoa) with a waterfront allowrnce. 

(Oomservpac Sec. d18p to Dirpacdockl San Fran 020059 Mar'45). 
3-8-45 - According to Dirpacdocks San Fran 16 Feb '45 report the 123rd CB is located at Oahu. 
3-21-45 - 1 'eb'4fj report of the 31st Reg. - The 123rd C'B .has Just ret'd to Oahu from 8 mos. 

duty on MidWBT. Det. ot 49 men lett on MidWBT baa reJoined the batt. 
4-10-45 - The 123rd <m is located at Oahu. (DlrpaCdocks S.F. Sec Rep for 15 Mar'45) 
4-12-45 - 1 Apr'45 report of the 123rd 011 - located at MOAS Iva. Oahu. Awaiting tre.nsp to 

forward area. 
l-16-45 - 1 Apr'45 report of the 31st Reg. - The 123rd 0] doing const work at Barbers Pt. and 

Eva. 
4_30-45 - Oomserfor7flt Sec Rep of 1 Apr t45 Shows the 123rd.CB ordered from P.R. to Leyte-

Samar area. .. 
5- 8-45 - The 123rd O:B is sheW. 10ce.ted at Oahu. ordered to 7th fit at Leyte-SBmar. on the 

Dlrpacd.ocks S.F. Sec Rep of 15 Apr'45. 
&-19-41 - 1 MaJ"45 repon of 1231"4 CB - looatecl at ... "port eDd by 31st Reg .. 2nd :Brig. 
5-a3-45 - 123rd OB deleted from 14th ND ?ctivities. (00.14 Sec Dis}) 140159 M~yt~5 to eNO) 
;-12-45 - The 123rd 013 reported to the 311ft Reg on 19 M~'yt45. Attenti::m is cHlled to the 

assignment of the 123rd OB to the 7th 13rg for operational duties by thA Oine 2nd 
Brg. (31st Reg sec Itr dtd 25 Ma.y (4th end to 2nd Bre orders eer 088 dtd 27 J!'ln to 
OinO 123rd CB) 

~-1:<-45 - Dirpacdocks S1 sec rep of' 15 !-I:ay shows the 123rd OB located Cot S2.mar. ... 
6-14-45 - 1 Jun l 45 report of the 123rd CB - loce.ted at Leyte-Se.mar. Eart a!"rived prese...t 

1ocRtion on 20 M~45. Report via the 34th Reg and 7th Br~. 

L.ocat ion - Lexte-Samar 123rd O,B, 

7- 2-45 - 1 Jun'45 report of the 123rd OB - Work was secured at HOAS Eva on 24 April. 
Batt boarded ship on 26 April and was at sea at the end of the month. Report via 
31st Reg and 2nd Erg. 

7-1~-45 - 1 Jul l 45 report of the 123rd CB - locs.ted Pot Leyte-SFtmar. Report v if; 34tt. ::'.:1.0. 

7th Erg. 
7-;.;:7-45 - The 123ro. OB is attached to the 34th Reg find 7th Brg. Locpted lit Gllb:.<.?ll. '~"-l:l£!'. 

constructing SPDC. Naval Station. (CCT 7th Flt Sec Rep for June) 
8-1:~-4:5 - The 1~3rd OB is assigned to the Olympic Operation. (Com7flt ccmf re,·,ra-t f]r!. '::~. 

organbation in Leyte-Sflmllr area S9r 04296 dtd 26 July to Cne) 

8-14-45 - 1 Aug' 45 report of the 123rd CB - looated in Leyte-S8.Illar area. 1 offcr and 11 men 
are on temp dutY' with the 24th Reg involving waterfront work. litrport via the 34th 
Reg and 7th Bri~. 

9-1b-45 - 1J3rd CB was detached from 34th BPg on 29 Aug"i5 1;, is now unde:- the co~;r;iz";~(,(, r 
~,;dnd Reg. (OinC, 34th l\eg conf end ser 0535 uta. 13ept ' ,q,5 to Jireastp<'::aGc«5l' 

10-1-45 - 1 Sept'45 report of 123rd OB. Located in Samar area. Report via 34th Reg. & 7th 
Brig. 

10-25-45 - 1 Oct l 45 report of 123rd OB - location not stetedt Report via 34th Reg. & 7th Erg. 
6 of the 17 men alsigned tempdu with 24th Reg. returned to duty. On 22 Sept'45 
all pera. were transferred to the 93rd O:B for duty. 

11-6-46 - 123rd CB inactivated as of 17 Oct t 45. (Comse~pac restr Itr ~er 1348-1-61 dtd 17 
Oct t 45 to EuPers). 

INAOTIVATED 
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OB BOARD 

DATI OJ'1IOERS MEN AUTHORITY-
30 JUDI4 4 31 1178 :aee~p.

1 Augt44 
 31 1086 MoR 
1 Sepl44 32 1081 MoR ao Sept44 1082 iecap 

1 On '44- 31 1083 MoR 

1 J'ovl44 31 1073 MoR 
1 Decl 44 28 lon MoR1 JIlAI4f) 28 1061 MoR 
1 :reo'4i5 27 MoR...l 
1i",a' 26 1IP625 &: MoR 

100' DP6a5 
lha'. .26 1004 JlN25 &Il 
1 J1tl'48 25 

1-.'. 
ae 

BBP-e25 " B. 
l.Magt45 25 "'969 BIP625 & R 
1 Sept'45 26 933 :BUP625 &: R 
1 Oet'45 16 R 



Heave to,Maten.;aJKI.,listen to the sap' of 't;b8 ~. 
(beea-,-l23rd atrIal. It's riot such a long tale. ~ but 
one that covera a lot of ,pound, plus .. lot of wa.. So 
tie up and Jandu ear.Dyu Iba blowa: .' 

Not 80 long ago in the DOminlon by .the_;N.~ . 
Department . at1'ived to initiate theformatioD Qf 

the.' Naval CQn.truc. 
tiOD B.:.1~fqQ,. '1'IIlua,llilllit,lf 
the ·.tablo~~,.'..~bjt~~ji;' 

From the masa of .. ~. 
organization '. iook ahape." .~Jike 
bloe\ts of wood•. bUiat.in. '~y ...ere'C6IIWl~~!8~ 
glad. at lut, to pass out of lCI!OOt 11te.. i'.,.tiO.a'.1mii~lll~'tl:aeJI','·· 
own. After the days in boot camp, this WIUI.· '''"'l~llb4d~< 
relief. But relief was abortlived. As the eOrnp.'Udl!lS 
and began to function, .80 did the 
ac:eompanr the proe888. There w.ere· 
this thing and that tbing. There wete u .., ... ··if"·;r..ll 

tbis inspeet.ion or that muster. It '-1Da 
holding Jinea. The .fe11QYiwho,uidhalf'· 
Navy was spent in lilieS, wun>t,tu 
thouJrht we bad left in the training ~ 

"dogging out' trail." Bo,,' how the, thou.cbt&: of .•M ,a 

eivlUan again ran throqh'. our feeble b~ina.4IJf J .~.'" 

get outo! this unifo ..... l·n. fteveio'gistinr.o anqtiter.b ,"'iI~r 

the gist. of our innumerable thought&. ' 


http:bUiat.in


hlgbeat av.... of any Battalion thai had.1mId thereq 
to that time. The Battalion had a qua.litJinlr mule: of 81.48 
per cent, with " men qaalifyinar .. ezperta. It ... hue 
that we found we coUld. pt alOlig jllSt as weD wfthcut 
X-rabON. if it were at aU poaaible. 

Who could forget th. money liat! Nil (no money). 

FA (fAmily allowance) and TIt (tranaferred to hoQiiaI) 


f
p"Y L, , T . , uaed to appear 10 otta. Olltbe 
, l' t , j I \ 'r money liat that we wcmdered 


if th. NaY}' ever paid 0#. 

The dutiee of the ~. 


~ office, the ~.~ 

. ....•. ·w.tbe 

~-~ 
r~~~!~
•.~ .~ _... .....w. ttJi~~,~.• 

to Tokyo to confuse .the e~y•. Al5 tbrj ...enton;'~, 
lHty accounts, hom. dWicultiee. .. otber·~"" 
!toned out. . ." 

Yep, Camp Endicott WiIa a· Kood. atation. ~ 
the- WavtlS'l Row could we f01'aet 'em 'I ·Alld how about 
tt., Reception Area for the vtalton-the pia with all of 
their varied colored dreues and ..ilora with their blue.. 
Oh, for a reception nowl 

When all of the training at Endicott was over, we 
atood by to go on our pre.-embarbtfon leave.. The story 
of what happened on the leave is left· to the individual 
concerned, for he could tell it better than anyone elae. 
Before leaving camp. inspection, commiuloning and revi~ 
was held before Admiral Theobold. Commandant. Fim 
Naval District. In the review, we gained tbe compliments 
01. many for our performance "well done." 

Tired and broke, we returned to the base and 
prepared to "high ball" ·out of camp. Weighing reluctant 
anehora on October 9 we shoved off for the 1rl'M' wide 

OFF THB TRAIN FOK .KXBKCISB Oriq _ of .... --v ~ .. ou, ...,. __ -hT. 

west alld Camp Parks, California. Would it be sunn,. like 

the Chamber of Commeree said it was. or 'Would it be 

just lUI it WlUl? Time was to ten. At laat w. were 801111' 

to get into' the fight. Hold on there aDUnute--~. pt 

a eonntry to cross and don't forget what lJappenad after 

we left Camp Peary. In the dmance com..th. faim 

atralna of more traininl and dnl11ng. But baek to.~ing 

the country. Far into the IIll'ht and on. ~\I • ...xt. 

clay and, the next we travelled UDtiIaixdaJ'!.~ 

. Many miles of good ancl b~ sc:enery ......·to ..1rhe. 

'en;joYmelnt or dismay ofua all. In some to-tieoP16;mIlt 


118 with food and greetinga. In otbera. they .....l1JookeCl 

ilp and ..id nothing-tt was an .~~. to 

them. Some towns we .,... tbnouah. other troOp. tnlDa 

were Whistling their '1fay to and from duty. Whenever 


I5llcha train or crOup of ~."..'... ~uta of. 
~Wha' s~ IftJOU ncmt..~1··~" "Awl 
JldwaD.......J~.~ ..Wow!!~,~ ..... eea8ed 
as .. rumbled acrou the ..tat.ea.one.after~.Bemir 
...... Beaven," at ever,.kmc' atop weiQtoff to drill 

"' ".';'.';' '" 

OJ:! doP~T. 
Dr, mowataiDI', 481.a. ·1IIl'UU·_ 

pourlagdown ita- lI1mlhk18:(I'tl' ...L·· ..... 

Bere, more than ever, we~ .. 

.MRut. tup, t~fOH; ...t~~1U ··arid 70lU' 
left. .. • rue aVU'l'Where. frOm.oaetlllQl tQ ~. It 
.-.ed t)lat tra.bdng ...oWd· f.-..".,». . 
nmrend, ., in faet.it .. ..~~. ,,~ 

neverhaa. This waa no dif~ ....: '" .. \ 

fmmt.tn>m oth.r camp T.nl...._.r'V. 

ing Ueept the mud made 

harder. It.l\el~ our lJlO1'a1e 

to ... the' ato1:ek.pUaud . 

flilQ+en ·o:nt;, drlll.Ina'.' too. ,But 

wha\ bllltersClime to 118 all 

after.. th.u"JIlIJe hik., and fOl'the 

Nt. DIablo. Th.y B1U'ewent to .loto! 

we.CIOUlcl take it. 
. . . 

Thenw. went back to ~l'~1; B4creaUon 
Day.WiIa mad. a recuW' chote.. J.\9t dJd _aUDit? I. should 
say not (eapeciaJ1,.wben it ~ on 110*". a.cr.ation 
.,... an important thblg, and hasn't Jet.,.p ...... n t,othis . 
dq. The amoken# ball pmeaand showsa\ the.tbeatre 
were all good and helped.t,o ~th•..4a7ls/:a:wa7 until 
we once. ap.in moved. Scu\t:1~at'Camp:ParkaJDe;aPt 
mo.-. than at any ·oJMrlQeatfo~~~:the .~a 
~,tal\V&p had tIle·~ .pe-;4hat&.;~i1l.·the 
bue.puaonnol·otficetold Wm On ·..tbe·····...;.fAt;~.··lt 
__ at·c.mp Pat:ka that.more than'.i>·~eeamum 
....·macle haWl' with. the .. ta.t.I'l'OU» ., ....... ~ 
",.. P\I'eIl out. No eeaman willfoqe.t;"'Jt1.ld~._ 
...utATE £KAM·erammt~to.priP*l'~f.~ .'•• 

. euminatk.n .... ,· •. .•~· •.·ehapf 

tfts.· of $'~~"';;JWmal.
tlwpauq· of yltich make 

bim«piPbht lOt··. 

soin.·•.·.Ul . 


IM.'VlJ'l,""· next week!'" By 

weleave--On.JantJarf . 

couldn't Ii.,. qutettbe 01d!It" 

date. 'Anywa:r, 

off .... went to

Hu.neme.1Ite 
little port .'
~toRo1l7-
WOod. "Did I 
,.,UCfl1y
wood'''Say. 
that'. goln&' to 
be all rlght." 

PAGlia 
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But the usual tro\lble,pf~tionJcept~'trom 

the brieht sboreaottbi'bril:6t;..,..- ,'~~o\lt__' 

stay in the statea, ~ t.ew ~:to 

or am I wrong? . 


Day .1' day.,the.~UD,Ihfn,poured down J.lPOB:va·. 

while we stOod .cuard~,J(ept~~'f:lDd.·. 
P. T. again stood""fIetl':u. ana a lfGOd.nfChe.)' 
but it wau't so bid' -hen YOU.eOU1d".~:' 

weren't enjO)l'ine it elthei~' " 


Bulldozers. camalia. cranes, bucbta.,'~" 
cellaneous equipment and personal gear w__aued for 

shipment overseas. Linea were still part of. the' <laOy 

routine. Linea for chow, lineS for pay, Unjlator ',OX, ~ 

ment, and lines for liberty. Other hattaU4M,.JMdled m'·ttoiil 

Gulfport with men we knew and hadn'~ .... ~ 

and how we fondq thought of Peu.r.~ atter ~~ 

the anita shoved off. un~ we. too. WtJ:e~oJl~~.~,.,$Ul 

Francisco for the trip to "lIland1.H BOy,..,.;we 'WeN.. 

really soin&' to get into the. serap 101'11_ SUt.~ 

waUl 


. 	 , 

Wi~h .....mup. ~tosaeid.off.and~~.~. 

we all stood: at th.~ onllad ll_~ea.the 

Golden Gate recede into the ' 

ha_e of the :Sar A~.The 

gI'1)und swells told."':Io.e 

would be Sick before' )j')rie. 

The firine of the '1I"1DI .•. 1md 

bitting of the tarpt' told US 

we would have ampJj pro· 

teetion for the voJ&p. It wu 

'alao our fint taste of hie 

eun fire and we wondered what the bora on the haW.. 

wagOlUl went thro\leh cfUrin, a baWe. 


The routine of tw.o 1Il..1I a day (for those ,who could) 
and maintaininar quarten and,heada set'theill.lldvea \lpto 

. occupy the time of some, while otih.en lolled '-Oft th,. 
and played carda. Every moniin&' the· bqler wouIclcome 

. 	down the deck and stick his buille in eaCh· 'Iiid.eh. to b~ 
reveille in Swine faahiOR. Thenthe'1oUd.s~ 
blare out, "Up aU banda. Up all budJ.tt and __ 
was on ita way. Thia N~"" lifewam't- so baa. w~ 
hut as the da.,. pa;ued 'We decilded tt...a.n.'t 8O'.pGa:eitIUa'. 
No .11hma~ wCeMlilll; in fat; IJOa'btjNt,......,.iOr 
days. The bmla OOAVO-,ecl1ll0'f1l' to a 8IiLf".azrival1n 
Honolulu B&rbor. .. '." " 

"Boy 'o:80yl Hono1\llll, Hawaii." J\18t lib. vacation 

to the leland•••~ .. thtt. ,,~, ' 


aFla'" TQie,.
'Dl4IIR • ,but .$·:~t 


Where are, the '8h'IB'flt
 
~iilil--there were chaD...~bV 


the 'WU'. Late In the Pearl 

Harbor area we 


Down off·the 'ship 

.... to 


• .. • a nice clean ana. b\lt aueb 
wu not our luck. As 'Wl1Ia1. 'We lIlo't1ldlDtIO,alwrUcJ .. 

~ which we were ~to'eO~,~1rith..~ 

neipboriq battaliG"'~-" bepn to WlX'k 'for•• 

time, on IIOmethluC'~mDitu.7tact1ea••o.i men 

hap" over the thought of P1I~ tbIiI'm. tIIenta to 

UH, that ofbuJ.lcbl'. 'l'rGokI1IlOvtlCI,. ....~~ 

pouitded, pIlint smealedaud the ~'... 


t;ilke libm,; 

miS

P~t 

. 

. 

~ 

~ 
da)" 

' 

. - . 
'." ..,....~tO 

.'" 

found thia 
we 

pltohamp 

~ , 
~ 

iDaise,,_pe; 



0Nr! HUNDRJID TWENTY THIlW U. S. NAVAL CoNSTftUCTlON BATrALIGN 

.. , And Then There Were None 

As the pagCll nl the last year book closed to go to press. 

most of our jobs were also closing on Eastern and Sand 
Island. And in the closing of those jobs, it must always be 
remembered that the "three botses" were always on the 
job up to the last day. Even while the majority of the men 
were boarding the USS Hendry for transportation to Oahu, 
others were bringing to completion the electrical work al
ready started. It was a sad day when the PA 118 pulled 
out. as subsequent dUtiCll taught us so weU. 

Again we were off for new assignments, training and 
experience. We had no worries because we knew now 
that the job did not exist which we could not handle. Just 
here, something might be said about the men who reported 
on Midway from the 50th Battalion and. in fact, about an 
those who reported after we left the states. They have done 
a swell job and have won their places as full-fledged Win
Place-Show men. They belong. 

The trip down was one of the better ones. as we were to 
Jearn on the Crockett later. Our bands, boxers and other 
showmen and the cbaplain, made good use of the forward 
hatch. We arrived at Pearl (the first time we had seen 
it since we had put in at Honolulu before) and were 
ferried to Iroquois Point via LCTs. 

Our camp for the next four months was the MCAS at 
Ewa. It was a very efficient Marine Air Station and we 
found there many of the Friends we had made at Midway. 
It was here that the first Marine WRs were stationed out
side the continental limits. There were a lot of parties with 
real white girls and we had fun. 

Before we had even settled down, the Skipper declared 
II 72·hour liberty for all hands. It was a tossup between 
going to Hilo by air or spending three days in Honolulu 
on the beach at Waikiki. (There was 8 slight inCTe8Se 
in mast actions at this time.) 

Work began slowly but at last the Inshore Patrol pr0
ject was finished and the Civilian Housing job abandoned. 
Just about this time a group was sent to the states to collect 
our gear. The rest of the personnel were scheduled for two 
and three day bivOU3l'S - complete with K·rations. Before 
that some of the men had been put througb a jungle war~ 
fare school and mine disposal school. On the day we left 
we were a well-trained battalion. 

As the ship made preparations for getting under way, the 
dentist got his detachment orders and a fire broke out in 
No. 2 hatch right on top of the Disbursing Officer's safe. 
But the old PA 148 pulled out on time the only thing 
she did right on the whole trip -and we were on our way 
to the Philippines. We could tell quite a story about the 
trip. This is just a small part of it. There were the tales of 
near collisions (some true). of submarines (nothing to it), 
of enemy planes (maybe). etc. Then there was the gJOUP 

of warships. including one of our Ilea\] cruisers. It "'<IS a 
beautiful sight. 

After maneu\'ering outside Pearl. the convoy fonnecl 
and we were under wa \'. It was bot. And for once the 
officers were worse off than the men. It W8$ two weeks before 
someone discovered that there was a steam vent turned on 
in the officers' quarrers. We did have a little fun. though. 
showing up ship's company in their "turley shoot." 

May I, 1945, found us crossing the Imernational Date
line and joining the Order of the Golden Dragon. A few 
days later we passed close by some of the Japanese held 
MarshaUs. Then it was Eniwetok. Time passed very slow
ly but it would have been a lot worse if it had not been for 
the efforts of the Recreation department. They kept the 
bands going and put on all kinds of shows and smokers. It 
made all the difference. 

In Eniwetok we hove to in tbe huge lagoon for lID 

overnight stop. A few lucky ones drew liberty passes. They 
will have to teU their own story. Just after leaving the 
MarshaUs area we passed to the north of Tm'k. Remember
ing all the stories we had heard of this Jap Pearl Harbor in 
the Carolines. we held our breath and shh'efed a hit. in spite 
of the sun. 

Once more we were in the midst of thousands of ships. 
We did not count them but who had ever before seen that 
many crowded jnto one harborjl This was Ulithi. We did 
not have much of an opportunity to looIr. it over. We just 
dropped part of our convoy and went on past Yap, moving 
on until we dropped anchor in Kassa! Passage at Babelto
hoap in the Palau!!. This was still Japanese territory. We 
waited here until the convoy formed for our last run. to the 
Philippines. And it was noi long before we hit Leyte Gulf. 
It brought long thoughts of a terrific sea baule Fought hert 
not so very long before. 

A few hours later and we were off Samar. the end of 
the journey. \¥c wast\.'t! no time in disembarking and 
getting our camp set up near the air strip. (It seems that 
we could not get away from the roar of those engines.) As 
we came ashore at Cuiuun (what a liberty town! No Stage 
Door Canteen) our first impression was the ancient mission 
church down nelr the jetty. Later we diSCO\'ered tbat it had 
been built and la\'ishly adorned with si1ver over 300 years 
ago. Maybe that church had something to do 'With the 
fact that we consistently fOllnd the Filipino people friendly, 
courteous and honest. 

Tents were up in a hurry. For the first time we were 
using our infantry gto'af in earnest, especially the helmets. 
Such niceties as showers, own galley ana heads were put up 
e\.'eP though this was a temporary camp. Two weeks later 
we moved over to our own area on CaUcoan. It is diflicult 
now to remember what it looked like the first time we went 
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m'er there. When you compare the before and after pic:
tures, think of what the Filipino says: ''The Jap come and 
move our cattle, our chickens, and our food. The American 
come and move our island!" We lnO\'ed the island around 
until we had the best looking and most comfortable camp 
on Calicoan. 

It was here that we lost Commander Siemer. He Wt 
us for an important job in Manila. He was relieved by 001 

own Lt. Commander Graber, whose place as Exec:: was 
taken by Mr. Cochrane.At about the same time, the chap
Jain VI'3S relieved, and there was a regular rat race through 
the Medical Department. We had 6ve different doctors in 
about two months. Quonsets were now our homes and the 
heads rejoiced in modern plumbing. The Recreation De
partment, almost singlehanded, put together a beautiful 
theater. The Seabag was born again. introducing the Gripe 
Box. the most popular feature it e\'er had. Fellows, if you 
have one of those copies of the Seabag. look up that column. 
Reading it is just like having Mr. Graber there in front of 
you. 

Sun'ey crews and dock building crews were sent out 
10 other areas and across the street Momo's men were slap
ping together quonset warehouses in record time. We were 
laying pipelines, moving coral and going to sick bay to get 
painted with that purple stuff for heat rash and fungus. It 
was a pretty good life. 

Then the scuttlebutt started to Row again. It was rota
tion first and then stories about a trip to China or Japan. 
Maybe at last all that drill, the long bikes, and the carbine 
practice were going to payoff. It was then that Mr. Graber 
started speaking to us before the movies to leU us that he did 
not know any more than we did. We want him to know, 
though. that we appreciated those talks. He made us feel 
that it was really our battalion. 

Remember the night when we came home from the 
movies and got the word that the Japanese wanted to sur
render) We did not think of new duty that night. Down 
o\'er the air strip rockers were bursting in air and in our 
own Ship's Sen-ice the beer was free. This was the be
ginning of the end for the thrre hones. Work slacked of( 

and tbere was a lot more time to count points and wonder 
how long they would stay that high. For the JiISt time we 
began to believe that we might get home some day. 

On August 12, 1945, the Battalion took time out to 
dedicate the beautiful chapel on the hiB in the middle of 
the compound. It was consecrated to the worship of God 
and in memory of our friends, Edward R. Rada and William 
J. Padgett. The impressive ceremony was conducted by an 
array of foumriper chaplains and Bishop Lee from the 
states. 

The big second anniversary celebration fell on Sunda" 
August 26. In the ban game between me seamen and the 
officers, me seamen squee2ed out a win despite the heroic 
efforts of Mr. laFrance. At noon chow (the meat had been 
hoarded for six weel.. Remember how we used to scream 
for meat?) the officers, with some feminine hdp. served 
on the line while the chiefs did the dirty work in the scu1
lery and pots and pans roam. Mr. Young wim his red 
neckerchief had some difficulty as MM in spite of his 
baseball bat. A happy day closed with a dance in one of 
the warehouses with some Filipino girls &om Guiuan. 

Then we were thinking of points again. A few felt 
pretty good about it but most began to feel like twenty
year men. There was still a long wait ahead. 

The last phase of the life of the 123rd Battalion came 
as a sbock to us all. In Mr. Graber's words. "When ( heud 
it, it made me sick to my stomach." And even though it 
brought home a little closer we all knew what he meant 
and how he felt. Alter working and playing together for 
two years it is not easy to watch things £all apart. Still the 
last race was O\'et. The 123rd took over the 93rd but lost 
its name. Now there is nothing Wt but a few seamen who 
forgot to get married before they left home and a hand
full of staff officers who, for their sins. are now swabbies. 

This brief resume of our sea>nd year in the Battalion is 
not really a history. There are many stories which you could 
add to h. Its main purpose is to jog your memory a bit when 
your days as a SeaBee are so far behind you that you can.
nor remember which came &rst. Ewa or Midway. Good 
luck and God bless you wherever you are. 
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