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NC1C ~ Pe=ry, Davieville

ABD -  Huenene

fezdy Date - 2 Wavyld3

Left ABD - 21 Febt44

Loention - Milme-Bar Hetlendis Manila

106

8-20-43 - CNO orders transfer of the 119th CB about 22 Aug!43 from Pecry to NOTC Davisviile.
{Conf. Disp. 201715 NCR 6825 from VCNC to Peary dtd 20 Aug'4z)

12-21-42 - CNO ordera transfer of the 11%th CB about 28 Dec. from Quoddv to A3D Hueneme.
(Conf. Disp. 211325 NCR 7419 from CNO to Quoddy dtd 21 Dect42)

2-25-44 - 119th CB left AEBD 21 Feb'44., (AES) '

5~ 6-44 - 104th OB is erecting camp for the 11%t h CB at Gamadedo. (104th CB Mo. Repsrt Peh'ss

6-22-44 -~ 119th CB is located at Gamedodo, preparing to move tn Hollandis ng of 31 Maylad.
(Comserfor7f1t Sec. 1tr 4-9 over Ser RP-001407 to Dirpacdecks dtd 8 Jun'44) ‘

7- 7-44 -~ 119th CB is locsted =t Gamedodo - A detachment left late In Msy for Altape =nd
another Det. left for Wekde Is. late in Mey. (Comserfor7flt Sec, ltr 4-9-4 aver
Ser 0067Z to Budocks dtd 14 Jun'44)

8-11~44 - 1 Jun'44 repert of 11%h CB ~ Left Milne Bay 29 Mey'44 end arrived -t Fell-ndis
13 Jun'44. , . §

§-11-44 - According to the 24th Reg. 1 Jul'44 report, the 119 0B 1¢ opersting
Sentani, Tanamersh Bay ~nd Humbeldt Bey (sll at Hollandia)

2% Leke

11%h C.B.

9- 4-44 - 1 Aug'44 report of 119th OB - operating et Hollandia (Lake 3entani, Tennmersh
Bay, and Humboldt Bny).

L0-25-44 - 1 Sep'44 report of 119th OB - operatines ot Hollsndian (Lelre Senteni, Tenspmersh
Bay, »nd Humboldt Bey). Report endorsed by 24th Ree.

11~ 8-44 - 119th CB is in the 24th Reg. ~nd is locnted at Hollendia. (fomserfeor7elt sec.

12944 1tr 49-4 over Ser BP-001882 to Budocks dtd 12 Oct'4d monthly revart €or Sep'éd)

119th CB located ot Hollandia. (Comserv7f1t Sec, Disp. to CNO 150133 NCR p
dtd 24 Nov'44) P 16521

:d-89-44 -~ 1 Oct'44 report of 119th CB - located at Hollandia. Report endorsed by 24th Reg. i
1-11-45 ~ 1 Nov'44 report of 119%th CB - located at Hollendie. Report endorsed by 24th Reg, 7
1-13-45 - 119th CB located at Hollandia with the 24th Regiment. (Comserfor7flt Sec report

for Nov'44 dtd 15 Dec'44)
1-27-45 - 1 Dec'44 report of the 119th CB - located at Hollandia. Report endorsed by the

24th .
2-13-46 = 1/2 o?gthe 129th CB assirned to Semer,.{CHO sec. 1tr to distridbution list Ser,

0039220 dtd 3 Fab'4a5),
2-15-45 ~- The 119th CB is loceted at Hollandia.{Comserfor7flt Sec. renort for Dec'dd ctd

15 Jan'45). .

3-29-45 - 1 Feb'45 report of the 119th CB -~ located st Hollandis - has been ordered to
" Manila for dnty.

2-30-45 ~ 1 Jan'45 report of the 24th -Rég.= 119th CB moved personnel and equip. from Leke
Sentani to the area formerly occupled by the 122nd CB.

3-31-45 - 1 Feb'45 report of the 24th Reg. - 1 off. and 32 men of the 119th CB on det.
duty with the 302nd Pont. Det.
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Locztion -~ Manila 119¢h CB

4-10-45 - The 119th CB is located at Manila.(Com?flt Sec. disp to Cominch 280756 Mar!45).

4-26-45 - This revises my 220131 Feb. 115th CB heredet 24th Reg. Report to CNB Manile for

both adm and oper purposes. (Comserfor7flt Conf Spdltr Ser BF-0963 dtd 14 Apr to
0inC 119th CB)

5= 1-45 - The 119th CB is located at Manila., {(Comserfor7flt Sec Rep of 1 Apr'45)
5=7=45 = 1 Mar'45 report of 119th (¥ - loeated at Hollandiam. As of 1 Apr!'45 wers alerted and

preparations for moving are being carried on. Detachment of 1 offer & 32 men working
with 202nd 0B returnsd to 119th OB on 5 Feb'45,

5- 8-45 -~ The 119th CB is shown loceted at Manile on the Dirpacdocks S.F. Sec Rep of 15 Apr.
5-16-45 - 1 Mey'45 report of the 119th CB - located at Mmila.

5-21-45 = 1 Map'45 report of 24th Reg - 119th (OB 1s remaining at Hollandia & is to complete
work previously assigned to 102nd CB.

5-25-45 - 1 May'45 report of the 24th Reg. - ing April orders have been recd detaching
the 63rd and 119th CBe, located at Manila, from the 24th Reg.

6-13-45 - ‘1 Apr'45 report of the 119th CB - located at Manila. The 119¢h CB departed from
Hollandia 8 Mar'4S & arrived at Manila on 21 Mar'45,

6-14-45 - 1 Jun'45 report of the 119th CB -~ loceted at Memila,

7=20-45 - 1 Jul'45 report of the 11%h CB - located at Manile.

7-27=45 -~ The 119th &% is attached to the 3rd Reg and 3rd Brg. Located at Manila, consir

7th Flt Major Redio Station and Hdgtrs. (CCT 7th F1t Sec Rep for June)

1 Aug'4d report of the 119th CB - located at Manila. Report via 3rd Reg andé Zrd

Brg,

1 Aug'45 report of the 3rd Brig statesthat the 119th CB {8 beinz used for the

conetruction of the 7th Flt Area and is attached to the Zrd Reg & 3rd Brig.

Recd 25 men on 16 May':uS,

8-13-45 ~

8-18-45 -

location -Manils , 119¢th CB

Residual pers to be transferred to 110ir C

e Ak

9-10~45 - CBMU 548 to be inactivated 9.15-45,
upon receipt of orders. CBMU 548 to be replaced by CBMU 610 froc Menus, {027,

b £ 1 oxe 4 ey o , -
Sadladh ~§t%e%%?4go§epg?‘%lg§ {%gtglé% .dtimz:g%%gﬁ ‘zlxgtt%tgﬁgggﬁl M%?n]é%‘folé?%c\%!‘d deg ¢ Jro o hvie,
10-17-45 -~ 1 Oct'45 report of 3rd RHeg. 3rd Reg. states that the 119th CB ia located at
Manila.
10-18-45 -~ 1 Oct'45 report of 119th CB. - location not stated. Report via 3rd Reg. & 3rd Brg.
11-28-45 - 1 Nov'45 report of 119th CB - location not stated. Report via 3rd Reg. & 3ra Brg.
12-7-45 - @omservpac reqs Comphilseafron to inactivate 119th CB, (Comservpac restr disp
060115 Dec'45 to Comphilseafron).

12-17-45 - 1 Dec'46 report of 3rd Brig. states that the 119th CB will heve been insctiveted
by 7 Dec'4ds.

1-5-45 -~ 119th CB reported inactivated & nce 20 Dec'45.
Jan'46 to BuPers).
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(Comservpac, Pearl disp 022107

INACTIVATED



DECLASSIFIED

/ o cfmi C%ouj _ RYH A5 e PAS
)//7 - Wbl oo e ar 5 3
/%f TRIM (7
»Abk.é?o?’ﬁfztﬂf
AR /8o 33.
3 2 N 7 7)244;4& . W} - W/ﬁ’;caéw
/7 ) 71@03’\“,”“&“ dze, ﬂéaé"ﬁ“‘?}’ﬁ/ éW

ey

30 Junt4s
1 Augta4
1 Sep'44
30 Sep'44
1 Oett4s
1 Nov'44
1 Deec'44
31 D;c"“
1%t
1 Apr'4b
1 May'48
1 Junt'4b
1 Jult4s
1l Aug'4b
1 3ept'4bs
1 Oett45
1 Rovt4b

< *}

ON_BOARD
OFFICER MER AUTHORITY
3l 986 Re
30 995 Wor
30 994 MoR
985 Recap
- 30 986 MoR
29 991 MoR
28 987 MoR
29 964 MoR
30 455- Mg}f
-g{ 958 m*m..{
969 BNPEZS & R
32 77 BRP625
32 968 BNPE25 & R
27 948 BRP625 & R
976 BNPESS
26 786 BEP625 & R
17 530 BRP625 & R

119th Construction Battelion (INACTIVATED)


http:OX:BOJ.Rl
Seabee Museum
Declassified


R.

Commissioning of the battalion at Camp Endicott,
[. First Lady of the 119th accepts the flag.

Camp Peary

GENESIS. — “You'll be sorry!” With those
ominous words ringing in their ears, 1082
embryo Seabees, destined to become the
119th Naval Construction Battalion, passed
from civilian life into the receiving center at
Camp Peary on a prophetic torrid day in
July of 1943.

“You’re in the Navy, Mac. Wipe that grin
off your face and line up as your name is
called.” Men who had been welders, electri-
cians, machinists, carpenters, plumbers, ship-
fitters, and skilled workers in every trade and
profession found themselves on a threshold
of a new life.

At 5:30 in the early darkness of the next
day, the raucous blare of the bugle — their
first reveille — awakened them. Slecpy and
confused, they were mustered and lined up.
They scarcely realized then that for the rest
of their service lives they would “sweat out”
endless lines for every occasion.

First day impressions stick with the men:
““Another physical?”’ Any who had hopes of
a last minute reprieve were soon disillusioned.
They were examined and tested on a speedy
assembly line basis. One word pounding in
every man’s ear . . . “Next.” . .. “Strip.”
. » « “Put your civilian clothes in this box and
express it home.” . . . “Next.” .., “Try this
on for fit— perfect.” ... “Take a deep
breath — hold it — step down.” . . . “Next.”
...“How d’ya wanna part it?”’ “On the
right side, ple—."” Clip, zip, clip . . . “Next.”
.. . Allotments explained. Questions, ques-
tions, questions . . . “Next.” . . . Double file
march on the long trek to noon chow in new
dungarees and G. I. shoes that pinched and

Commander Mackey gives the battalion

standard to the color guard. 2




er. . . . Beginning to feel just a
salty. . . . Seen: asingle file of march-
with large P’s inscribed on back of
forms. A recruit snickered, “First time I
v the Navy trained paratroopers.” ...
to stand in long lines; lines for coveralls,
or mattresses, lines for seabags. Lines,
lines.
te in the afternoon, the men, confused
usted, were alphabetically assigned to
oons. Struggling with their gear from
rary barracks to waiting trucks, most
¢ men had to make two trips to lug all
newly issued belongings. A ten minute
from the hill brought them to their home
onth in “C” area.
ARY TRAINING. — Beneath a
zing Virginia sun that beat down remorse-
sly, military training was begun under the
tion of tough, tenacious marine instruc-
3; eight hours on the drill ficld every day

with only a ten minute break, morning and
afternoon. During these breaks, the recruits
quenched thirsts with vile, chemically treated,
acrid-tasting water and had time to grab a
few quick puffs from a butt while the “smok-
ing lamp” was lit. They learned to live, to
eat, to breathe, to sleep in cadence. They
marched to chow. They marched to the
movies. They marched on blistered feet.
They cursed and sweated and some passed
out in the burning heat.

The intense drilling began to pay divi-
dends. The recent civilians walked with a
spring in their steps, their shoulders erect.
Their appetites increased. Healthy tans
erased pasty, pale complexions. Bay windows
or “Budweiser tumors” melted away under
the broiling sun.

They advanced from close order to ex-
tended order drills and with wooden guns
mastered the manual of arms. With those




same toy guns, they slashed at each
other for hours in bayonet drills.
They learned the proper way to toss
hand grenades and how to “hit the
deck”. Theyattended lectures and saw
training films in hot, stuffy drill halls.
It was a problem to relax for a lecture
and stay awake at the same time.
When recall sounded, labors were
far from ended. The men had clothes
to wash. Scrub, scrub, endless scrub-
bing to keep whites, white. Painfully
they mastered the art of rolling and
stowing their clothes away. If they
stole a moment to rest, they relaxed
with a shoe brush in their hands,
polishing shoes for next morning’s in-
spection.
HIGHLIGHTS.—Duty days: guard
posts, learning general orders, boiler
watches, “short arms,” K. P. work
details, policing the grounds . ..
Ship’s Store: long lines, cold Coca-

Commandar Fuller welcomes Lieut. Meade to
Quoddy Village, Maing. Lieut. Cook, and W O
Shryoek look on,

S



Main entrance to the Administration
Building

as,7-Ups, quart cartons oficecream
Reveille, hit the deck, muster and
agonizing P. T. beforedaylight. “Keep
s¢ knees high, one-two, one-two.”
... Line up at Sick Bay for shots.
“Watch for that square needle.” “I
didn’t move fast enough. He jabbed
me twice.” . . . Inspections: Barracks
inspections. “Did we make 4.0 today?”
Bag inspections. “Where in hell does
peacoat go?” Sunday afternoon
ew inspections on the drill field.
Send a corpsman. Another guy went
heat-happy and hit the deck.” Bar-
racks Bull Sessions after taps. Sleepy
mates yelling, “Pipe down.” Answered

1, Blow it out you’re homesick —

e B

3t
-
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Poker and Cribbage aboard
ship enroute to Hollandia.

Camp Endicott

After a sleepless, K-rationed, all-night ride
in day coaches, the newly formed 119th
Naval Construction Battalion arrived at
Camp Endicott as day was breaking, Tues-
day, August 24. The battalion was mustered
and marched to a drill hall in “G” area
where barracks were assigned to companies.

The men quickly sensed that Endicott was

a dream compared to Peary. Air-conditioned
barracks. Cold water fountains on each of the
two floors. Good, sweet-tasting water. Indi-
vidual lockers near the bunks. Well planned
areas with two battalions to each section.
Recreation facilitiecs and ship’s store for each
area. Streets and even a drill field paved.
No more mud — for awhile!
ADVANCED TRAINING. — Within three
days time the battalion was squared away
and the men “turned to” for intensive ad-
vance training. The military took on a more
serious note: drills with real guns now, old
Springfields from World War I. Bayonet
drills with unsheathed bayonets. Classes or-
ganized to train men in the deadly use of
light and heavy machine guns, mortars and
20 mm anti-aircraft guns. “Dry firing” —a
week on the firing range at “‘Sun Valley.”
The fine old art of folding packs and extended
order maneuvers. Chemical warfare and
classes in various types of grenades. Here
also, they ran the world’s toughest obstacle
course and maimed and mauled each other
in judo classes. Tough? Yes, but they were
learning to take it.

Land ho! Hollandia sighted
after a twenty day cruise.




SCHOOLS. — Again, as at Camp Peary,
the men received technical training. Picked
-personnel of the 119th attended classes in
Diesel engines, refrigeration, road construc-
tion, diving, equipment repair, electricity
and generators, heavy equipment and repair,
carpentry, camouflage, rigging, piping and
heating, rock crushing, wharves and dock
construction, tank and pontoon building and
others. Walter Mickritz, SF1c, won the cer-
tificate of merit for being the most outstand-
ing student in the schools for technical
training at Camp Endicott.

RECREATION. — It wasn’t all hard work
and no play this time. Muscles had hardened
and the men had plenty of energy to expend

Brooklyn?*

Welcome Committee at Hollandia. “Any youse guys from

after eight duty hours. Liberty privileges
were extended to each Company every fourth
night. With all the glitter of a wartime boom
town, Providence was only a short bus ride

away and was a sailor's idea of a perfect

@t 2,




liberty town. The local natives? Very friendly.

Some of the men brought their wives to
live in nearby towns. They could visit their
wives on regular nights and on other nights
their “better halves’ could visit at the Camp’s
elaborate guest house. The wives could also
come into camp to attend movies.

The elaborate facilities in each area in-
cluded: a modern movie theatre, library,
gymnasium, bowling alley, billiard tables,
and ship’s store, where beer, soft drinks, and
sandwiches could be purchased. Smooth ten-
nis courts and well planned baseball and
softball fields were an incentive for. outdoor

sports.

sther smoked heads;

he smokes American cigacettes. 10




Native lake village on Sentani, No bugs, no
land crabs, no streets to clean.

Broadway shows were brought to the Camp
under the auspices of U. S. O. and staged in
large auditoriums jammed to the roof with
whistling, cheering Seabees. Major league
baseball teams stopped off on open dates and
played exhibition games on the Seabee dia-
mond. Championship girls’ softball teams
challenged and sometimes defeated Seabee
teams. It all made for swell entertainment.

ENDICOTT HIGHLIGHTS. — Whistling
at the Navy Waves . .. When Ed Carlson
saw the Waves’ “unmentionables” hanging
on the wash line the first morning in camp
and was fully convinced he had come to the
right place for advanced training . . . Oscar
Brake found a short cut at the obstacle course,
but even so always came in with his tongue
hanging out . . . Many service-long and per-
haps life-long friendships established at Endi-
cott. . . . First liberty and the trouble tieing

that darn neckerchief. “Old Salts” finally
came to the rescue.... White hats were
worn squared and cocked down over one eye
to make a fellow look “‘salty” and to cover
his “boot” haircut. . . . Favorite spots in
Providence: Crescent Park, Pirate’s Den,
Girls’ U. 8. O. Club. . . . Bull sessions at
Ship’s Store beer hall over a big ten cent
glass of suds and a “Seabee delight” (a sand-
wich consisting of half loaf of bread, baloney,
cheese, lettuce, tomatoes and anything else
that didn’t move and was clean). . .. Bill
Cody’s one-man show on the mat at judo
class the morning after his first liberty. . . .
Waking to a jazzed-up reveille. . . .

LEAVES, COLOR REVIEW, ASSIGN-
MENT. — In an amazingly short time the
battalion began to function with an individ-
uality all its own. The enlisted men took
pride in their platoons, their chiefs, and their
companies. They began to get acquainted
and recognize their ofhicers by-sight. The
officers began to realize the potential abilities
of the men,

September 19th was a red-letter day for
the battalion. It was the date of the beginning
of ten-day embarkation leaves. Except for a
hundred-odd west coast boys who gambled
on getting their leaves later from a Pacific
Coast Camp, the 119th went home to receive
the praises of proud families, wives, and
sweethearts. Ten days leave was all too short,
but except for a couple of stragglers everyone
beat the deadline back to Endicott.

The dress review and presentation of bat-
talion colors rounded out the 119th’s agenda
at Endicott. The review was postponed two
days by a typical New England, September
storm. Finally on the third day, the ritual
was performed on a misty morning when
Mrs. Edwin J. Mackey, wife of the Officer-
in-Charge, presented the battalion its colors
at an impressive ceremony.

View of Lake Sentani.

12




Camp Lee-Stepkemon

A bare notice on the bulletin boards in-
formed the men that the 119th Battalion was
assigned to temporary duty at Passama-
quoddy, Maine. At dusk on Saturday, Octo-
ber 2nd, the outfit marched to the martial
airs of an Endicott band to the railroad tracks
and boarded a train for a long trip to its next
home, Quoddy Village, Maine.

The battalion made the jump overnight

from Davisville, Rhode Island, to Quoddy

Village, Maine. Again the transportation was
day coaches; few got a good night’s rest. The
usual card and crap games were ofl to an
early start. A colorful thirty minute layover
at Lowell, Mass., broke the monotony of the
fourteen hour ride. The train was switched

Agrial view of the emerald-hued islands of Lake Sentani. Thick jungle growth and
grass covered slopes was the typical topography of Haollandia,

to a siding near a brewery. The Seabees with
usual ingenuity drafted all local civilians
(men, women, and children) to run beer from
the brewery to the windows of the coaches.
On one section, nearby college girls discov-
ered the seabee train and even the most un-
desirable coeds rocketed to sudden popularity.
Names were exchanged and some of the more
optimistic mates later weathered a trip from
Quoddy to Lowell on weck-end passes to
date these chance-made acquaintances.

The battalion received a rousing welcome
by the 112th Battalion band upon its arrival
at Quoddy Village around noon of the next
day. The air was cold but 2 warm sun was
shining, and the neat white apartment-like
buildings, built among the pines along the
bay, sparkled in the sunshine.

14




living quarters of the battalion were
 neat frame houses and apartments pre-
usly occupied by students and leaders of
1¢ former N. Y. A, Camp. The 112th, which
ad preceded the 119th to Quoddy by a
qonth, had the abandoned camp in fine
thape. The main portion of the enlisted per-
nnel was soon settled in two of the most
mposing buildings: the Leaderney and the
ery. Each three-room apartment was oc-
pied by an average of fourteen men, Steam-
ed apartments were equipped with hot
ld running water and real bath tubs.
vded, but luxurious.

xcept for “Causey’s Raiders,” very little
itary training was undertaken during the
on’s three month tour of duty at
xddy. Men were assigned to work details
began to get a foretaste of construction
obs to come. Spring Farm, vast dump and
ousc area, was cleared up and build-

“Sago’, the bread and potatoes of
New Guinea is made from the pith
of the palm tree,

“Frash cocoanut milk was a relief
from the dehwdrated Navy diet. This
hative boy charged one cigarette a
. trip; then inflation set in,
PHOTOGRAPH BY SNOW
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Natives at Hollandia celebrate the birthday of Queen
Withelmina, Mead man (far end of line at right}
shouts the word to begin the dance.

ings repaired. One particularly tough job,
hindered by the bitter, northeastern cold and
sleet, was raising the main camp buildings
while new foundations were laid. The huge
mess hall was repaired and concrete floors
poured.

The nearby towns of Eastport and Calais,
Maine and St. Stephens, Canada were taxed
to furnish entertainment and accommoda-
tions for Seabees on liberty. As a whole the
men appreciated the friendliness and hospi-
tality of the New Englanders. Lasting friend-
ships were formed between townspeople and
members of the 119th.

HIGHLIGHTS. — Armistice Day parade
and review in Eastport: Men shivered with-
out peacoats in cold sleet and rain, and
ungloved hands froze to metal of rifles.
Commander Howard and Lt. Comdr. La
Porte reviewed the parade from the balcony
of the Eastport Hotel. . .. U. S. O. Dances




By the left flank . . .” Dress Review, to celebrate the Buttaiwn‘s Anniversary,

ing accommodations for visiting wives. . ..
Shortage of fuel and cold rooms made for
good snuggling. . .. First guest house so
crowded a man never knew if he would end
up with his own or someone else’s wife. . . .
Burns’ restaurant, famous for inch-thick
steaks,  cocanut cream pies. . . . Mill Town
and square dances. . . . Causey’s famous pa-
rade command, “B-A-T-T-A-L --
I - ON”. ... Froede’s escapade with a little
nurse from Weal Asylum. . . . “Butch” Clay-
miller cluttering up some of the most exclu-
sive gutters in Calais. . . . “Dog Face” Jones
commissioneq, *“‘Chief” at nearby Indian Vil-
lage. . . . Indian Village, “hot spot” where
off limits orders made sneak visits necessary.
... Gem Cafe, a favorite meeting place of
Seabees on liberty in Calais. . . . Popular

20




ecords of juke boxes: ““Pistol Packin’ Mama”,
ite Christmas”, and “Rosalita”. . . .The
compact “head” in the Gem Cafe,

in demand. The night the door was

d from the inside and the local authori-
plus a line of impatient patrons had to
ak it down — Mel Fuller was discovered
the  deck, horizontal and peacefully
p!...“Oakie” Pipkins, George Som-
s, and Jack McCaw always wore pea-
ats no matter how mild the weather; came
‘handy for smuggling bottles across the
inadian border. . . . Steve Klasnick, Bill
dy, and Paul Seng, slightly inebriated, al-
_broke up the political banquet at the
Crois Hotel when they crashed the party.
Saturday morning inspections caused the
‘headaches at Quoddy. Friday night

ads “turned to” and scrubbed and pol-
everything in sight. Saturday mornings
Camp looked like a “‘Chinese fire drill.”
ers were: “If it moves, salute. If its still,




Last 119th campsite at Hollandia before shovi
special advance pontoon detachment was sent forng Day opcrations in Lingayen Gulf, P, I.

pick it up, and if you can’t move it, then
paint it.”

Christmas was a gala affair with most of
the personnel of the battalion remaining
aboard. Those men with wives and relatives
in nearby towns were given holiday passes.

Shortly afterwards the battalion was se-
cured and on the night of December 28, with
the mercury hitting a new low, the men en-
trained in four sections for its cross-country
Jjourney to A.B.D. at Port Hueneme.

This time the 119th was destined to travel
in comfort in Pullmans and troop sleepers.

S OIS o st A i i S b

Six Day Interlude

Battalion split four ways at Bangor, Maine;
two sections rode the northern route, other
two travelled southern rails, . . . Diners
hooked on at meal times. Food good. Por-
tions too small for rugged Seabees. . . . Men
relaxed into usual card and crap games. . . .
Bull sessions plentiful. Same eternal subjects
— food and women (preference depending
on nearness of chow time.) . . . Musical in-
struments were dragged out. ... Jam ses-

off for the Phllipp:ms From hc a




Ona yesr overseas. Seaman 2/c Eddie Mackey

puts the machete to the monstrous anniver-

ry cake at the Enlisted Men's Recreation

all, Beer and sandwiches launched the
119th on its second year.

“%ions were spontancous, sometimes
reading length of train. . . . Floating
htary of magazines and paper-bound
etective novels appeared.

Half hour stop-overs each day to
etch-cramped muscles. . . . Footballs
“baseballs magically appeared
tossed around. . . . Snowball bat-
snow country. ... One Sea-
%jumped” train at Massachusetts




Philippine bound, Leading opera-
tions get underway at Hollandia.

stop. . .". Boys of Company “D” raced for
saloon at a stop in Kent, Ohio. Left drinks
untasted on bar when Gardner and Sheaks
chased them back to train.

Citizens along the way, kindhearted.
Waved the Seabees luck. . . . Fellows in Sec-
tion Two remember little girl in blue sweater
at station in Terre Haute, Indiana. She gave
out with that which the boys wanted. . ..
Service organizations in some cities spread
cheer among the troop trains dispensing
doughnuts, cookies, coffee, and magazines.
An old man at a Wyoming station contrib-
uted a large bundle of magazines. Turned
out to be farm journals; latest issue dated
1935. . . . Units going southern route traded
with Indians for souvenirs. . . . Crossing the
prairies men amazingly watched train-racing
jack-rabbits as big as small deer.

Fun hiding beer from “Alabama’ Meade
in water cooler. . . . “Little Willie,” colored
waiter in diner — funny character: . . . “Ain’t
got time to chew de fat jus’ got time to come
un go.” “Sides de Navy’s broke, ain’t nuttin’
in de Kitty for little Willie.” . . . It was true.
... The men were broke. Too soon after
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Keenan woke up his car every mor-
ning with his gultar playing “The
arlot of Jerusalem.” . . . Paul Kin-
cy of “B” Company gave a small
oy. a ten dollar bill in Indianapolis,
ndiana, with orders to run and buy
the beer he could carry. The train
out ahead of schedule and Paul’s
wondering what the kid did with
that beer. ... Joe Lucas had all the
tes in his car believing that Texas
God’s country. It took the train 48
sto pass through the “Lone Star”
te, and all the men saw was desert,
actus, prairie rabbits, and a gigantic
gn on a billboard reading, “Buy war
bonds and help Texas win the war.”

On the deck, confusion as men search for
places to sack down,




Leisure time while enroute.

Topside quarters for 1 1 9th personnel aboard an LST.

Camp Rousseau, Cal.

Six busy weeks were spent at Rousscau
polishing up military tactics and maneuvers;
attending final schools; processing the per-
sonnel for overseas duty. Feverishly, the men
were having their final flings at fun on liber-
ties in Hollywood, Los Angeles, and the
nearer towns of Oxnard and Ventura.

The big quonset camp was a bee-hive of
industry from the docks to the main gates.
Men of the 119th enthusiastically sensed the
stepped-up tempo. This was it. They were on
their way for sure, this time.

Impressions at Hueneme were a hetero-
geneous lot. The drill, bivouacs, and long
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sliént. ‘The spacious movie theatres were

rogram was carried out. Long lines
d at the wet canteens at 1830 every

amorous Hollywood was the magnet
gt-drew most Liberty parties. Transporta-
#iop -was tough. Lots of hitch-hikers. Holly-
U. 8. O. a good hangout for sailors.
of fellows bunked at Hollywood Guild
rs). 119th painters worked and lived at
ood canteen. . . . Musts: — Harry




's, across the street if a Seabee felt rich
h to pay the check. . . . Burlesque
at Fifth and Main in Los Angeles. . . .
 Dollar Cafe, good chow and meeting
... . U. 8. O. dances at Civic Com-
ity ‘Hall, Ventura.
entually the supply ships were loaded,
said final farewells to wives and rela-
ho had followed them to the coast,
the battalion secured. On a cold rain-
- pre<dawn February morning the
taggering under tons of personal gear,
ned for San Pedro where late in the
10on they boarded the transport, USS
Point.
ithout fanfare, the huge vessel slipped
hawser and moved quietly out of the har-

on the next afternoon’s tide. The date
February 22, 1944. Somber mates lined

he ship’s rails to get their last glimpse of the
eland for many months.

The walled city was originally built as a
fortress against early More invaders,
stine’s, oldest church in the Philippines,
i amidst the leveled destruction of the
walled city,




35 Aug. 1943  Transferred from Gmp Peary, Williamsturg,
Virginis to Camp Endicott, Davisville, R.I.

28 Dec. 1945  Transferred frem Quoddy Village, Naime to
ABD, Huenems, Oalifernia., ;

|
21 Feb, 1944  Laft for Milne Bay, Zxact date of arrivel
29 May 1944  Left Milne Bay. -

18 June 1944  Arrived Hollandis. Late in Nay a detachment
‘ left for Altope and ancther for Wopde Island,

1 Teb, 1945  One officer and 32 men on dstached duty with
302nd Pontoon Detachment, Returned 5 Teb. 1548,

8 Nar, 1945  Departed Hollandis.
Z1 Mars 1945  Arrived Nanils, P.Io
27 Aag. 1948 Looated !hnil;.

 NOTE This itinerary based on records available in .B.Operstioas
and Personnel Section of Bureau of Naval Personnel,

. hm 18 September 19405,






















	ADP7568.tmp
	Historical
	Information


