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I,;.OS~ 
9-21-43 - OliO ordf'rs trpnsf~r of th~ 117th ('!'R pho'1.t 2,6 :3epI4~ t:') ~.BD GuJ f.'["'1f.' t (':-:.n"'. -:;'i ""', Q 

.20140.~ NCR 1950 from CUO to Pep.r;y dtd 21 s~pt 43; 
2-25-44 - 117th CD left ABD ?3 Feb'44. (HOE) 
5-12-44 - 1 Aprl44 repcrt of 117th OB -operating pt Ford Is. Elnd Peprl Oity-. 
6-16-44 - 1 Mql44 rep0rt of ll7th ~'q - t')r~r~ting ~t 'Ford Is., Pearl Citr'. pnd ::ed ';.Till. 
7- fi-44 - 1 ~Tunt44 report of l17th CR - oTlerf'ting Pt Foro Is., Peprl Oit~l'. ';Jf'ipio, Reci..Ri.::L, 
8-11-44 1 Jul l 44 report of 117th 0:9 - opera+'i.ng At Ford Is•• PeeoTl City, \,/,,1'010, Reel EUL 

and minor 14ND projects. 
8-28-44 1 Aug l 44 report of 117th OB - operating at Oahu (J!'ord Is •• Pearl City. '.i'"'.ip~·J ,:nu 

Red Hill) 
.O-lfi-44 - 1 Sep'44 report of I17th O::B - oyerptine- pt Oahu (NAS Ford Ie, •• Stor!'!,ge Fl"ciliti-ss • 

Pe!!1r1 CitY', We.inio, and Red Hill). RElport endorsed by 8th Re~lment • 
.0-27-44 - Upon embflrkRtion to fl, point in th", Oentr~l 'PA.ciflc ~x~p. thlJ 117th 1"!13 is (tet:=:ohed 

from the 8th Reg. and ::md Brig. pnd will reyort to the OinO of thf" ;:;9th ,~,,!';'. felt' 

duty. (RaWl'!iian Area. NO Bri~!'\ eonf. Itr RA'B-06-HCB/fnf over Ply-4/0n!f"Jll ov~r 8<1tT 
6088 to the 117th C:R dtd 27 Sep'44) . , 

1- 2-44 - 1 Oet'44 report of th~ 117th OJ; - Bptt WPS !lect'lred from )!:Ill ,"or!r. projectr: en 

http:opera+'i.ng
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g.l~t~ ~~t~~'th ~".h,~' 

l~":.~l~~ j:i'b.lcll \3i).ntid'!!.~ti 

~,"~~t'::f?!:;ti.: . f)f <;} jC~.,t?,P1_.-1·i"~. 

CJl .i~,,~.·lj t1:~·! 

11-17-4t'1,.., 	~h"" 117th OJ.) is t~'ij t, '1:-.),T'~"'\.(JFl, 

1t::1lJ::4 't" 14 l' '44)"*l:V 0, ,(1 l~OV _-, • 

11-21-44 - The 117th (:13 is If"}C~,t~il pt '1!d'Ql1.n.( 
(ltd 19 liov '44). . 

12-8-44 -	 1 Nov'44 report of 117th CB - no info on 

';')01' .3nc 'I'," ronl ~~,.. r· ";':" , •.,-\,,:,,-,',::~ 

,3"'''. {lj.~.·.; try fJ;iO 11.r1;')!.l~ ~ilj~~ 1 

location - Batt enroute to fort.dli,rd area 
durlDg Oct '44. Report endorsed by 39th Regiment .. 

1-3-45 - 1 D8C'44 report of 117th as - no info on location. Report endorsed by 39th Reg. 
1-27-45 - 1 J8I1'46 report ot the l17th 015 - no into on locatIon. BomblDg b;y enemy 26 Dec'44. 
3- 5-45 - 1 Feb'45 report of tho l17th OB - location not given. 31 men on temp det. duty, 

22 of which are detailed to the A~. 	 . 
3-16...45 - COllf'wllanta lI.omiaate. 117tl1 aDd 135th CBs tor m.ountlDg .atimated. 26 .,.; 13th OB 

tor JI01UlttDg .aU_ted 26 June. ltd.... 01ncpoa' approTal. these 3 OBs authorized 
rel.... troll present duties 3 wk. prior to BlOlUlU.Dg date for rehabillbtion and 
reouttittiag. (Colltwdarea sec Disp 130943 Ilart 46 to Ctncpoa &: Oo.servpac) 

3-17+46 - IsOomSaipan Sec. dilp to Ooml'wdArea 150609Z Mar'45 - Ret. Oomfwdarea 130943 
Strongly reoommend the 51at CB be moved rather than tbe l17th. 

4-19-45 -	 1 Apr'45 report of the 117th 0::8 - loct\.ted at Saipan. Report routed vin 39th Reg. 
4-28-45 - l17th CB listed as soheduled for BlVE. Approx ETD April. (Oomservpac Sec ltr 

Ser 001581 dtd 11 Apr to Oomfwdareaoenpac) 
5- 8-45 - The 117th CB is located at Ss,lpan. aas1gned Okinawa. (Dlrpacdock:s S.F. Sec Rep

of 15 Apr'45) 
5-22-45 -	 1 ..,.'45 report of 11'l~ as - locatio. DOt lIven. Report routed via 39th Reg. 

117th C.B. 

l'fl:.3 Ford,Island '¥'htch zon 

http:BlOlUlU.Dg


on 2fi Fi7>OI4Ll: fnr H<'C<,-,,'H r<:> it 1~;)f)c1t, '7 :1,t BYB:'·'.";:€'''j 

and arrbred 011 ;3fli!.lan 'n lrov1fg. nc·ntbiJ ;:-6~ 
movement but ap::,ro~t 20 r.k~,y. it "1"'$ ~.nfQrmed tht't Us :mt")'~ement t.') ;0> ;"OT\·Jd.,,;ct;.<: ".'r:>s 
oc'ncelled. Report Vif. 39th Reg. 

::-~;l-;·f. - 1 J.:"'t~:i:: li1-f. reCl<.rt the 117th G:: - ~.0;:;n.te(). ['11:; 

~-lO-45 - 5t,:lnd Ret; is compos~d of th-e foll-:>';ring units b, c.ddition to thB t.;':,·:,::-",: 
3\:1, 51. 117. 1:d1 CBs. C:SHUs 505, 510, 5~:;. 614, 616 &: C:SD 1O:~;;:. i~(;.v G');,r1"'!'il ~,(' 
the effeotive date of establiarullt'lnt.. (aOjliSe::"vp~,c conf ltr seT 0501-+ &t.1l. ;:':" ,'".'1':. I {::Z 
to I scom. 38.1pAn) • . 


'.)-1 ..... -45 - 1 :.:iept'45 re-;.>ort of ll?th Ttl. L")c~{ted E!.t Jf:i~,(;n. 

10-18-45 - 1 Oct'45 report of l17th OB - located at Salpan. Report vie 5and Reg. 
11-16-45 - 117th OB was inactivated on 3 Nov'45. (117th CB ltr 4td 3 Nov'45). 
tl-30-45 - 1 Nov'45 report of 117th CB - location not stated. Report vie 52nd Re~. & 5th nrg. 

INACTIVATED 


l17thCONSfiUOTION ~ALION 

26 Sept. 43 

23 Feb. 44 Left ABD. Qulfport en route Pearl Harbor. 

1 Mea' 44 Operating at Ford ISland., Pearl OitTl Red Hill. 
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DATI-
ao lUIi'44 
I AugI44 
1 Sepl44 
1 Oct' 44 
30 Sep'''' 
1 Nov'44 
1 Deot44 
1/_148 
1 J'eb'45 
1 A.prl 45 
1..,.'. 
11u'. 
1 J'fIit.y 
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1 Novl 45 

p11IOBRS 
Z9 
29 
30 
30 

29 
31 
31 
29 

29 
a:> 
25 
24 
26 
25 
21 

~ 
1016 
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Opf:.;:.... t:~tj.l\~ i~ H:~..~·;aiia;l _A.rB'~~'·. J?or<i :~ 
rca:~l Oit:rt Eill~ E:c;J,ct CS,';v9 
of .;,rl'ival not kno~·m .. 

2 SeIr~ 19'{-1 	 Batt:?,l::i.Oll sec1.U'ed f:rom eJ.l l;W);'?: :9Y'oject;;" 

'Bale.net) of month 9.:gen'G in :pr<::p8.l'2..tio~ 1.0:''' 

further ~ovement~ 


Nov.. 1944 LOCf'.tion St;).i?S.lic 
un.."<no'lno 

.25 Dec" 19tJ.-<1 

1 :Blsb o 1945 	 31 ;:;:ten on 22 of 

\<lhicll ~_re det~iled. to tCe 


13 Kar. '1945 Sched.u.led for Okina'ila.. 

20 1.~~· 19J~5 

@ .;\USI> 19~5 Loce.ted S.n:pan" 

This itimn.'c.!'y b2..2SC. en rec:')ro.'3 ~.va.ila'ble in C~::a;t o-.9cl·atio:~s 
and. Personnel Section of :Burc",:u of ~;~.'.~a1. ?sl'sOT'.1'lcel" 

Data: 13 S~ ter:o er 1945.. 
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WE SAILED 

7IW Ocelln/

BLUE 

(Excerpts from an unpublished manuscript. 
"NOTHING HAPPENED, THANK GoD"') 

By HENRY SENBEIL ftc 

~DAY we are at sea. As Commander Burke slated in the last Gulfport
1 iBsue of THE REVIEW, we are on our way to do our part. We have been 

a long time getting here. The months we stood by in Mississippi seemed 
interminable. Now, as we sland on the deck of the u.s.s. (Ceosored) looking 
down upon blue water and white foam seething past the side of our vessel. the 
long, weary weeks of waiting are forgotten. We are on our ,,,,ay. We bow 
that beueath the placid sea are men whose gdll1 purpose it is 10 prevent us 
frOll1 setting there. . 

fAlss than a week ago we came aboard this vend at our embarkation point. 
The sight of a ship ever has acted as a stimul,ant to the adventurous spiri, of 
man, and the ll1Iltes were 8Ul.!ceptible. As 1I0OI1 as our packs were stowed in our 
tiered bunks, every man of us W88 up on deck watching. wide-eyed. the in· 
tricate process of stowing cargo. The COll1pad versatility of the par aboard the 
ship fascinated all of us. The ship. to tie, Wlltl like an intriguing new toy, and 
we pried into every aceessible nook and cranny on individual voyages of 
discovery. 

In the harbor we I18W many veuels of various types. but what seemed to 
make the greatest impression on many men were the bustling, powerful, Hille 
tugboats. I euddenly realized that this was the first time many of us had !It'lt'!n 

salt water, let alone sail on it. 
" . " 

We had been aboard the flhip for nearly a week before we ell1barlted. One 
morning we began to feel a slight vibration. ~ C&l1le a slight roll. about 
equal 10 that of a small sailboat On Long IlIlaad Sound. Someone eaIIed out, 
"We're under way.... Someone else muttered, ..It'. about ti.me.'· I dIouPtt of the 
seoree of sailings I had oovered 81\l a reporter occasiorudly assigned to ship'. 
news. They were hectic, frencied allairs,· with last mmule klIegrams rueIted 
aboard while milling throags waved to friends on decb. There had been a 
theatricalqulity to these departu~ carefuUy nouri8bed, lsullpect, by expert 

Six 

puhtieity departments bent on in
jecting an air of ~or_ To the best 
of my knowledge there only was one 
press agent around as we set out to 
sea. He was deep down in the hold 
with a couple of hundred other 
G.I:s; 8 ronoru man without a craft, 
or, at any rate, with a professional 
experien.ce for Jdting things in the 
papen that definitely was not in de
mand by his present employers. 

" . . 
Next to the qoeslion I)f "'Where 

are we going?" the most important 
query in OUI' minds 88 we set out wall 
"WiD we get seasick?" We 800U 

foulld out. The roD of the ship in· 
creased, and our iDllides kept pace. 
Only those who have known the tor, 
tures of seasiclrness aboard a troop
ship fully can appreciate it. You lie 
on a hard slab of canvas that might 
be a bucking bronco. YOUI' tummy 
does lOmmer&aults. You can take 
that. but wben it comes to back 
Hips ! ! ! The slightest indieatioD 
of movement. sum as a field pad: 
weaving. pendulum.nke, before your 
eyes is apt to produce a violent reo 
action. You keep your helmet handy, 
make a half dozen trips up two sleep 
ladders to the "head", and lleriously 
debate whether life is "'o1th the 
agony. Chief Bl"IJUghton, an old 
uk from Marblehead, Massachusetts, 
tells me there was less seasiclmess in 
the "old" Navy becausc men slept in 
swinging hantmOCb rather than 
bunks. However, I have my doubts. 

In our Banalion there were five 
distinct groups.. At one end of the 
scale there were those .-Iao never 
mitl8lld a meaI. or daimed that they 
hadn't. Then there were those who 
were strkten a few minules after we 
were under way. Then there were 
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(ConlinU«l/rom po&e 7) 

sick-It was juat the heat III the laun
dry that got me." And T. L. Treesa 
came ." fpr a conslderable ahare of the 
ribbing. On 0Ilr irst day out he had 
purehased a paper dlsll of lee cream 
at Ship's Service. Some olle wamed 
111m about upsettiq his stomach.. "00 
on". he retorted, "'lee cream wiD keep 
you from bel .... eea-()(l(l()QOPb" and. 
he dulled to the nUl. .. . . 

Sunday saw our Arst excitement 
abolml. Late in the afternoon a shrUl 
siren bep.o shrieidq. We IIC&IIned 
the horblon for tbe alPt of a pe~pe. 
the skies for 1leeUle airplanes. The 
sbrlekln&: conU.oed and we were sure 
lIOmethfq big was up, FInally, the 
Voice of the Ve.... coming over the 
publk: address system, announced that 
aU watl wel1. The siren had gotten 
Itself atnck. We breathed easier... . . 


Today Is Konday. We've beeI1 at 
sea for • 'it more thaD .fa bours but 
we've aettle4 down to a calm ae
eeptance of the aeafarlng life. baniq 
more much seatI, anyway! 111 the 
momln&: the antf.al.rcraft guns had • 
workout. We worried when the arst 
balloon was m18lled, even tbou.gll the 
shots were near -UIh to bit any
thing larger. The second balloon was 
shot to tatters and we dleen!d. Thls 
afternoon 80me beavler ar'IIUUIleIlt was 
given a chance. The deep boom. was 
a contrast to the atacatto of the 
rno1'1lln&:'s gunnery. and wblle DOlle 

of the shells landed on the tiny ean. 
the)' came close enonCb. to make UII 
feel we can do battle with auy elgar· 
shaped maraudw that comes within 
range. . .. . 

Our deetlu.aUoD. lias been secret. 
There was a chance of our ahootIng 
aerosa the Atlantic, but roost of us 
seemed to think we were ileadIng tor 
the Caaal. Todq, the Volee of the 
Vessel. whldl heretofore had shunted 
us below decks In buaJnees.llke tone. 
becanle qutte condlienUai. In the tones 
0( a Burton Holmes travelogue, we 
were told that we wore going tbrough 
the CaaaL. that we would paallllCb and 
such an Isluld, thiU: we would be n.ear 
the spot where Columbus irat siCltted 
laud. The Voice ailIO gav~ WI a his· 
tory of the C8.nal projeet. Some of 118 
W~lldered bow aldn the builders 0( the 
Canal were to tlte prelIIellt-day Seabees• 

After chow IaIIt DiCltt we sighted 
San Salvador. It was our tlnst glimpSe 
of Iuld since leavi.... port, and eVen If 
no 1J1OI'e than a. dim, murk.r outline 
was visible, It was .. welcome siCltt. 
reasaurIJl& us that somewhere la tIda 
vast espanae of ..atel' there was Iuld. 
The Voloe had rerntDdeel .... that this 
was the ftrat view ot la:nd airorded to 
a 8panish COI1vP)T back In 1411, and we 
tboqht 0( tlte conquests aud oontkts 
that begu ill this bemiapl1ero with the 
arrival of wbat 111 known as el'l1ltzattcm. 

The sunset was DOthing short of 

ctortous. Low t;ra7 dond8 hUUC O'fer 
the uland, and belllnd them sank the 
liIUJI, ooBiq 114uld ftre "ver and onder 
tIIenL A. Haltlan baa written of the 
"bleeding" snosets .ot that regloll. I 
think I know wbat be mMIIA. DOW. 
A&aiJult thill brUUant badqpQund was 
tile sleek black sIibouette of our 
destroyer.

While some of us were entranced 
by the combination of _Ie beauty 
and blstorical latereet, not all of us 
were toet In the same kind of reverie. 
One of onr younger and more irre
pressible _n, 101m I. SaguIa, SC3e, 
sighed: "Gee, I betcha they got darnes 
011 that Island!" 

The Powers-That·Be on the shtp were 
kind to the G. I:s last ntght, permtt· 
tlng us to .stay on deck loq after the 
ship was cfart[ened. We certainly ap
preciated the bpoJl. It was a lovely 
evflllius. Low, dark tufts 0( etouds 
wh1cb might bave been made of cotton 
aad _pel!ded by string, floated under 
a purplish sky. The elot1ds were so 
low that we felt a man In the croW'8 
nest lIurely could toudl them. 

Thls momillg's SlInrlee also W1UI 
somethlBg to __ Apia there were 
clouds. ThIs time they made a purple 
eaoopy thnwgb wblelI. the nn'8 rays 
)I011l'ed. If there was one tboUCbt run· 
ning through rooet of our 1IIinda, it was 
that some day we might make th1ll 
voyage &pin, with our wlv. at our 
side. At leut a doIen men ar:ound 
me expl'6ll.!le4 tills hope. One's wife. 
a deck ehalr, and a tall eo.ol drlak, and 
life wOlild be perfect! A far C17 from 
the rugged reality of a troopShip, but 
it'll not against replatlons to dream 
a btt. ..... 


After tills trip we'll bavE! a sympathy 
for the sardine. We're packed 10 
pretty tight doWD below. It'll hot, and 
tbe smell of manklad III sometimes 
almOilt av~werlng. We.!!leap 10 
bunks ave tiers high. Above me III 
Ray Jletealf, wbo weipa some 200 
pounds. ~n he sinks inm his bunk 
the .canYatl sag. 80 that tt Is perilous 
for me to raise my b~.... The heat 
and humldtty were stilling last ntCht. 
Paul Falll: bad reJIlIll'ked about onr 
being In the IOOIIt daqerous waters 
ot the en.Ure triP and for the llrat time 
I begaa to thtn.k about submarinell. 
I toucbed my life belt, made mental 
unte of the poIIttton of my trousers 
and sboes. I don't tblnk rd ever have 
ratlen asleetp IMlt I baPpelted to tJalnk 
of JIabeJ Stuart CUl'l')"s poem, "'Tbe 
Crosslll,", wblch Clarence .A. Day 
bad submitted m us for pobll.eatlon in 
the last Alnerl.can edition. "t. The R4l
view. It had a .calming e«ect, and 
wben I awoke. the ship stiD was a8.0at. 

The arst lap of our voyap ls over. 
We are doeking at the Atlantic en· 
trance to the CansL The Voice Is 
calling IDlltructions to the crew. 

This morning the BattaUoa added 
another unforgettable picture 1.0 our 
album of memorlea. After waah(ng 
aome clotbes and taking a .bower 1 
came on deck to ftnd that the convoy 
un Ioager "IVas scattered In its ocean 
formation., but was erul8ing in a a1ncte 
11M, Just Ute in the neWBreela. Onr 
ahlP being the Jiagshlp, we were in the 
lead, Tp pert we sa"IV a symphony of 
11'&)" a gray sea, a .ara,. mist wblch 
broke olr llbarply to 418c1oee .. 4eep 



gray shore Une IUld above It a IJII!IIU'Iy 
gray, ludllOWl ., 'broke. by Irr'ep. 
tar opaque gray cloUds. As we eame 
closer to IaDd we _Id see patdles 
of a I'IISty, tired 1troW'D., then apots "t 
brtght geea. There .... one pleture I 
would have liked to have palnted; .. 
mag, 1011' sreen ailed alcm.I the water'8 
edge with palm trees jUttins behlOO It. 
As we eame to the pler we aotlced 
aevemU vesaeIB ~ag the IIap of our 
A1liea, IncludlDa' a amaU British aI .... 
craft carrier with ItJI crew la White 
ahorts. AIBo on view wu a picturesqUe 
white two masted ecb.ooner wbleb 
looked u If It ball come ont of a palnt
Ins by W....ow Homer. ,. ,. ,. 

Today .... aa blstoric one (or the 
Pa..aa.ma c-L tu. all the yean it ball 
beea In operatlOa, Dever did a .b1p 
pus throut;h ItII watera with a more 
excited. Interested aDd enthusJaatic 
group of passengers th&n those aboard 
our veueL 

"Ever .lnce I've beeD old eaoup to 
read", ODe maa Bald. "I'Ve beeu read
lag about the Paaama Canal. I never 
dreamed I'd ever aee It. Oo8h! Look 
how rut that water IB riBlag on those 
l"UD88!" 

A doaeIl Au... apoeared on deck 1.8 
tile mates traeed the courae of the Big 
Dlteh aDd dlBcWlHd Ita bl8twy. Chief 
W~born ca-I ,OIl the canal with a 
deep revereace. "I aare 1VOUld I1lI.ve 
liked to bave beeIl on thla project 
from tile .....rt. with the Brst survey 
crew, and kept on It until It was On· 
labed", be wd quietly. 

Even chow. uaDally the mOllt 1m. 
portant thIDa' on the sb.tp, could not 
compete with the Canal. The hara88ed 
M. A. A.a. wIIo usually Btand as a bar· 
rier betweeu the mates IUld the chow 
ball, benUq them Into line, etc., had 
a new proMem on their banda tonI«bt; 
to pi the pac dGwn to eat. One of 
tbe M. A. A.a .... ImpIorlag: "Ally of 
you fellows want' to eat now!" After 
the !pug, long ebow Ifne8 wilieb 
stretched around the aIaIp, thla .... 
even a greater mlrade th&n the Caaal, 
and for tile Orat time I walked aloag 
an unoltBtructed lNI8II&P riPt lato the 
Chow HaiL 

I returned to the deck before we 
had gone ver"J far tIlrvU&h the (lrst 
eet of loeka aDd lIGOn wltneaed the 
only competitloa plrered. the Canal 
that day. As we were entering tile 
kite bet... the loeka, we saw a 
group of Ana,. mea, and wltll them 
creaturea garbed In straap attire
skirts! We _ldD't Mlleve our eyu. 
Ves, they were women. ReaL Hve, 
fellUlle women! Ken ruahe4 to the 
port ~ lor a Jllmpae of thla aIIIlo8t 
fOrgotteB rarity Ia oor wholly mascu
line world. Ol!leera OB the 1Irklp 
swuag tIlelr blnoculan lUI OBe maL 
We all waved madI,. and the ....18 
waved back wltll commenda1lle ea.
thuala&m. WomeB! Even the beauty 
of the mountain IaII:8 faned to erase 
tbe memol')' eo.pJetely. 

Taklq ad..antllp of the almndaat 
supplY of freR water, the decb were 
washed Wltll vigor. The crew bad 
plenty of aalatlulce from the Seabeea. 
who turned out In b&tIJ.Iac trunII:8 or 
Jut waded In oompletely dreeaed to 
have a tura at Ilandllnc the boee and 
sweep_ dowll the deck. Quite In. 
adverteatly. 01 eoune, _ .... crew 
_tonally would. &plasb a stream "r 

water OIl the oCIaer. and _te Ill' U
cldeat (of OOUI'IIIJI). die otIler Crew 
would retDm tile raw1'. 

It waa gra:ad, good-aatured hone
play wbUe It luted.. .. .. 

Ob yea, We 1IIL'If another womaa. A 
trim speedboat paged. IUld abe ...,811 
In the stera, a ....!dne adverdslag 
vIalon In a crlBp wblte .ldrt that 
whipped In the breeu as abe 8tPod 
and waved to .B. ...... 


Later In the evenlq Deaa PrOwse 
took me up to the s~l bI1dce. the 

hIcheat point on the aIaIp escept for 
the crow.. nesL I could see tile BUlde 
upta 01 the narrow end of the lake 
.s they approached the PaelAe locks. 
and, In the distance, wllat appeared to 
be the 1l8hta ot a city. 

A elQ'! LJchte. the -00 of a 
woman's IaDPlter. people walkiog on 
a paved Btreet; a reetauraat wIIere 
yoU could att down to eat; a drug store 
with a fouataln that ,erv.. ehoeolate 
sodas: or a hotel .,,1Ib,. with IDII8lc orr 
In the .latance and a Scotcb and water 
Ia a amaU .... ol! to one aide of the 
JoIt1ly. A city! I woader wilen we'l be 
eeetnc ODe apia! 

,. ... 
FroID the picture In the Gracie Silt 

Hl8tol')'· book, I alway. had conceived 
of tile Canal u a Ipag eerie, of loeb 
ftanked by glea.m1Da' white OOIIqete. 
It .... a BUI'lIrise to ADd oub' a few 
locks at 0" eDd, a Wg, beautiful moun· 
talD lake, then a few locks at the 
otller. 

.. .. 
A1tboqh we left the Canal aeveral 

daya qo, [ learnecl thla morulnc that 
we still are not as tar Weat as san 
Fnt.nclacD. ThIB came to WI as we 
Ibtened to a san Fra.ncIBco radio lit&
ttoa wldeb bad the time as (lve after 
alx when our watehes were (!Gnalder

a1lly later_ Lt. Butet' tells me tIlat 
by the time we are due South of SaIl 
FrancIsco balf of our voyace la the 
Pacl8c will be COIIlPIeted: alao tJIat 
the P&IWD& Caul 18 Earlt of FIorlcla, 
not directly South of It u I alway8 
bad 1mac1ned. Why dId.'t I pay any 
at.teBt1oll du.rlnc ceo&l'&PU 1eaaoua1 

We learned this DIOr'II1Bg tbat we 
were coble to (Cenaored). for a wblle, 
an)'W'&J'. Lt. lOlpatrielt. our eoIIlIIIUIY 
comma.der,- eaIItKl a zneettug of the 
men In the hold aDd aaked f!R' better 
cooperation In keeping 9111' quarters 
clean. There wu a IdDt of a twiDkle 
In bls eye as lle aa1d that If the entire 
company was put on report It mlcbt 
mean the 10811 of our first Uberty la 
(Censored). Suell Is the way we re
eelve otrlclal conllrmatlon of our own 
scuttlebutt! ,. .. ,. 

The ol!tcen bave a ward roam whlell 
serves as their dining I'UOIIl, confel"8llee 
room and clnb room. 0111' etu1l room 
.. the Chow Hall after supper. TIle 
~. deck Is a sreat gat.herlq place 
bllt for the men who want to play 
eants. write :& letter, or join Ia tIKI 
even.... IDWdeale after the sIIlp Is 
darkened. the Chow HaU .. the plaee. 
One of the main attraetloDa la Robert 
P:Qne.. one 01 tile Nepo IlUtnea 
aboanl. who !IIIed to pia,. the plaDo In 
ulgbt elubs In aad around CfncI_t1. 
He I. a little fellow witll the kind of 
an Innocent Bmlle tlaat lDaketi you want 
to srin all over wile. yoU _ It DB tile 
faeetI or little Cl6lored eIIlldren. He's 
a wills at the keyboard, and fl'Olll his 
nIgbt clUb experieuce 1Ia.t! acqolred a 
repertory tIaat ts astound"" Bow he 
can breathe wltIl the IDOb that alway. 
la around hllD la a 1D78C«J'. IMlt per
haps the night clUb traIaIq alao la 
the anawer to that. Pa7De playa popu
lar atul! from the tilDe tile CIlGw Hall 
opens for revelry until taps IB IIOtUlded. 
Thea, as his feliow-lIarlnes and aoet 
of our men .co to their holds, lie atarta 
working on bIB 011'8 artaDpIIleDta and 
composttlonB.. He..... comilOBed a 
song eatltled "DfeauuI An! SUCb WOD
derful Thlqa", aDd for DI7 D10DeY It's 
u cood u anyt.ldtq; on the Itlt parade..
He alao has been wOltiq _ an ar
ran,gement of "Stal'du'" for our .....d, 
wbleb kas been clvtnc coacerta aIIoanL.... ,. 
Editor's Note: 

Robert Payne. Marine mentlolled 1ft 
this article, Is • member of die Ihrlfte 
Compafty mentlofted 1ft the followlllQ 
diapatch nteefttl., priftted 1ft YANK: 

8.A.lPAN-The 4rat Nep-o JDArlDefl 
to _ colllbat are members of an 
ammUDitlOa colDpany wb1cb hit the 
ba.eh Ilere on D-Day uDder the 
heaviest utlUery and mortar (!On
centmtlOa ever to meet Amerlcaa 
invasion forces In the Pacific. 

OrlglaaUy 8CIleduied to D10ve 
ammunition rro. the beacJI. to 
dumps a abort dlatanee laland, 
many of them delivered thelt c:&l'8O 
to wtthto a few yarde of tile laps 
aDd ODe, Pte. Joh. Il. lenklnB of 
Norllne, 'N. C.. destroyed a lap 
maclI1De CUD aeet with a ~D8de. 
ODe man __ kII1ed in action and 
_eral wouDded by .hell fntg
menta. 

LI!lO Mann, professional boser of 
Houston, T~, who onee delated 
Lew Jenklna, la a aergeaat In tile 
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ammo COIIlPILDY. Pfc. ReMIt L. 
PaJ'De. lr~ tormerlY .... ao 01'
eheatra leader In ClnclnDatl. Ohlo, 
ami Pre. Fred E. WMIdBgton _ a 
licensed Bapt.lst IIliIdster 10 Los 
AnpIea who comluc:ta setvlces 
for tile mea. aasfated by Pre. 
August C. Witcher 0( Cbarlottea
v1lle, Va. Set. EmIlIBt W. Colley 0( 
Lake ClI:v. Fbt.., now a clerk., WlUI 
topklck of a CCC outflt tor three 
years. 

Commaodlnc olfteer 0( tile com· 
pa.n,J'1s Captalll Louia P. Sbllle 0( 
o.aae. W. Va. 

-YANK Staff COrreapclfldent. .. .. .. 
Sleeping OIl deck Is now legal ami 

not balf Ill! much run. .. .. 
The olftcenJ bve devised a new 

form 0( pbJaleal tralnlq kDO,", U 
allan40D ship dtill You 8V to )'OUr 
eompa.rtmtlllt. walt tor tile BigJuaI, thea 
dub. up two ateeP IllPta of ataIl'I (or 
ladders, to be lWltleal Uo1lt It) aDd 
80 OIlt on deck DDtH tile pme ia eaUed 
off. We call clear tile bDId In a few 
minutes. It .. a ~ pne&uttoD 
ami not 100 botiq. 

.As another preeaatloo we aiwaYB 
wear our life belts, rubber tubetll whlcll 
may be bioWll up by _th or Inllated 
by Sparklet-tne stphoa ~ 
Tbe)' add to tile heat and are a 0_ 
BIl1T 1UII8anee. Jilver;v DOW aad then 
[ find ~If 1ll'ltIIOat the belt and I 
hun1edlY retra.ae my steps to hd tile 
darued thlq. It 18 a eonrt marttal 
otrease to be withoUt one but no one 
Ilas IlOtlced my oceaaloDal derellctloll& 

The Ctowta were 80 low thbl mom· 
IllS tIIat the _ 1I8eIIIfI lifted to the 
top of the unJverae. One mate said. 
tllat the sea had a ''lrrwolleo'' ap.,..... 
aoee; another said. It reminded blm 
of a BDDrlBe In Wyomlq viewed from 
a mouotala top on a eleac d..,., All the 
BOO eleaced tile horImn we watcbed 
It cut a patlI of pld over a IIilYerY 
Bea whlcll appeared as smooth &8 
glu8. 10 one reapeet we have beea. 
fOMute thus tar. lilxcept fOl' the d&J' 
we left port, 0111' jouruey baa been on 
trul,. paclfte 'lAten. The comparllOn 
with tile Staten Island hIT)' still 
peIJ. 

Yeaterday we bad lUll practice and 
one crew bit the tarpt. a _all can 
floatlug well away from tile ship. OIl 
the Brat round. .A.etuallY, to hit the 
water IUlJ'Where near tile Uny caD 
would wiD the "Good Sbootlnc" com· 
meudatiOll from tile Volee, OIl tile 
tbeory that an eDAI7 craft wonJd be 
bit by a .1&.11 which came that close. 
To sink the can tal'Iet Ie AId to be a 
rare feat aDd _ _re proud of the 
ahlp's pnDers. .. . . 

We lIeDt Ollr c10tbeII to tile ship's 
laundry tbe otber day ami It .... re
tllraed tod8J' 10 a ooDfued jUmble. 
We bad. quite II time IIOrtiDg over all 
tile atu., eaIlln&' out tile owner's 
IllUDe &8 we read the steDcil OIl each 
p.rm.eot. OUr amI_eac bad Be
qatred a dlln eoIor that .... ohrlst· 
ened "b&ttIIlIBhlp gray.ff 

TbbI morDlnc at aboUt sevea 
o'cloek, thIDSB bepo to happen liP III 
the boW, wbere the dop .... quaT
tered In tIletr boDs on deck.. QueenJe. 

a German Ihevllerd 1IeloD8Iq to F. B. 
Roberta. beeame a mother, aDd bow! 
By nooD she bad liven birth to • 
litter of thirteeD aqldnalns papplell, 
ami from allover the ship otrteen 
aDd men were making a piJpimage .. 
see the Dew acldltlooa to our 1IlUBter 
roD. One of tbe boys ID Co. B ..... 
IICI'atohl1l&' tlle tlrOO Q_eenle'. ear &8 
a ceature of comfort wllile a 40zea 
(one bad been bora dead) bHnd pap
pies all attempted to nelde. a mathe
Il'I&tleal IRQIOIItIlblllty. To further com
pUcate matten!, early 10 the after
nOOD two more PIlpplea anived., maiI;
111&' a crand total of IIfteeD born. 
t'oarteen alive, wblcb we beHeved 
eatablll!llled _e new tlnd of marl
time record. 

Although Qo.eeDte Ie a shepherd 
there Is lOme re&8Ob to lIeUeve that 
tile father was DOt. The puppies prO
vide a wide variety of colortne. 

1'. B. RobertI!I.. tltnJar owner of 
Q_ale. looked as _D &8 any tatber 
who ever paeed a lIIospital con14ol'. 
The matlllB BDgpllte4 tbat with BUell 
a large famIlY be could DOW apply for 
an lnerea.se 10 his dependency allot· 
meat. Harold Milts. owner of Pat. 
Co. A'fI eoclI:er flPILDlel _t bad aD 
explanation for tile large litter. He 
blam_ It OD tile raet lllat queenie 
was quartered DDder one Df the ma· 
chille IUD empl8eeD1eDtB and jUl!lt bad 
acquired tbe baIIit. 

.. . . 
Big event of tile day was tile refUel· 

Ing of tlle d~ wblch .. escort· 
Inc OIlr ClODVOl'. We were entilllDC 
aloq' I!Ilowly when the desuoyer allot 
up from our sterra. A IlCbt line .... 
sbot acroBII, and the crew OD the 
4estro.:ver IQ'8tematleally uaed It to 
paD over tbe Ileavler rope and BaallY 
a hea'VJ' hawser. Several otber law_ hauled over by tile _e IIJ"8leBl 
and Bully the 011 line. BUSpended 
from a boom. was sent over. 

These operatlous completed. we 
bad a chance to IDS~t the dealtoyer 
at elGae range. It ..... a lone. 1IIender 
datI'. looklns like aD overtP'O_ nb
marlae to wbJc1a paN 0( a battlesblp 
bad beea nperlml108ed. GmlB brtatled 
from e1'ery Inch of Ita deek. • __ The 
crew of the destroyer seemed very 

IlUIeb at. home aad were drlDklns 
eoft'ee OR deck. 

To keep both YesseIs amler COIltrol 
• pod beacl.....,. was maiQCaiDed dar· 
Inc tile operadoa. a very tricky oae 
It seemed to IlL 

SeeIng the destro:ver l't!!IDlnde4 me 
0( the Int J.I&1'8tP'aph or IIarc&B 
Goodrlell's _at of Ute aboard OIH!. 
"DeIlialL" Read It eometIme. 

,. ,. ,. 
Tba1!kl!l to the ConneD on Boob iD 

Wartime. a DOD-proBt orcanlzatioD of 
Amerleau. pabllshen. Ubrarlanll aDd 
bookBellers,. we bave a rleb library of 
baady. poeItet-alaed volemas. The 
titles. for the most part, t'epreseDt a 
cavalcade of best sellers of the past 
decade or two. and bYe beeD selected 
wltb autbotity, InteillgeD.ee aDd ClOn· 
side...tloD for the ftriabillty of taste. 
Many of DB here renewed the readJDg 
habit OD board ship. Our maio trouble 
baa beeD to IDd a plaee to read. The 
deck Is crowded ami we ...-'t per
mItte4 to .. to tile Ilolds durlq tIM 
day as the Captala of the ship tbJDIm 
we should _ IIOme nDshllle. (We 
gripe about thil!l, bat we'4 gripe more 
If we wereo't allowed &8 milch rr-. 
dom of the deck as _'ve been eD
.to:rinc.) lut as )"0Il _ settled and 
after 701l do IDd a place to nIOIIt. 
_coile decidea It's time to WIUIb 
do,", tile deck agaia. and )'OU have 
to move. The outy sacred coraer of 
the Yessel 18 the .....11 trlaD&ie of 
deck wbere Queenie Is _oed with 
her puppies. The crew parposely 
Icnores tbls materDII:v _rd. The 
fourteeD tiny papa are dolll&' well, 
and tbI8 attemooa the M_ Hall 
M.A.A. was a.rraa&inc a syatem. of teed
Inc IIhlfill. complete with euly chow 
pa8II88.

Before the ahlp left port, the 
BattalIOD'S met.al8mltlul were salva«' 
Inc old lockers on the doclI: aDd re
butldlng them lDto 8heJvtng for the 
aipal bridge. TIle mea delliped aDd 
COIll!trIIcted a broaze beacl rat for 
the deDtal o1fiee. made gear lockers 
tor IamllDc boats, IDBtalled a sblp-to. 
Bhore telephone ami a teO-stadoD 
ioter-Bblp eommwdeatlo&8· ~ re
paired Jacob'. ladders, made and in
stalled leather CushioDS for a C0m
modore's Ide. repaired evaporators to 
lacreue their capaelty 5%. re
IllTIlIIPd veDtilatInIr s~ welded 
1HIlkbeads. eleaned aDd repaired gilDS; 
lltood watch 10 the ~ room, at 
the &1108, OD the SlauaJ Brldse aDd In 
the radio room. , 

TIle Batta\lOll'S eooka belped In the 
pn.,. to prepare mealB for _Ip'. 
erew ad otIler mllltary DDlts aboard 
as well as the ll'l'tb'. enUBted peT
8ODDel. Our men CODStrueted eoft'ee 
UrBS for the )(aia Oal1ey. tore do_ 
all electric oven lD tile bakery aDd 
redeslped brIdt· work and shelvtnc 
tor more eftIcIeIlt operatloD. lDatailed 
OIllergeuey eIlutea for life rafts, made 
DDBlero1l.S copper ves.l. such as 
vinal _ aDd InBtmmeDt tra]'1l for 
tbe sick bay. We redesigned brackets 
aud made gener$1 repairs to blinker 
llPtB. stripped dOW'll and completelY 
rebUUt an otneer'. Btateroom aDd 
head, rewoand motors, made eIeetri
eal repa1r8 aDd ImproveDleIWI 
throq~t .the 8Idp, painted BODle 
GOO 'sIgus tbfOQbout tile IIhlp aDd 
seven decorative P1araIs topside. our 
BaD4 ..... lMIsy.too. p1aytnc sb: COIl' 
eeN orinI' tile voya,p. 
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Before we left the ship we fouDd 
we dldD't have a JIIODOI)ly on con
fnsiolL We chu.ckled wilen we reCalled 
the oll'lcer who aaked UB to rebnlld 
his s~m 80 118 to even up the 
deck. It was quite a Job, ripping up 
welded fu.nltture, InstalliDg new 
'-ma. etc. Ju:at aa the ooys were 
aooDt to put It together agaI1I, a 
higher otrieer came by and wanOOcl to 
know what waa IOing on. uH&rrumph," 
he harnlmphed when told. "ataI' alld 
nClQlleWle. A deck Isn't millie to be 
level and If he (BIl't walk on it the 
way It was bIlDt he macbt to be lIS
alped to shore duty." 

We disembarked wltll a new per.
spective. a new pride la ourselves 
and our ouutt. . ., ., 

Here _ are on Mand X. 
Yestenlay, at aea, our eYM strained 

tor the sight of Ialld. Suddenly one 
mau "Inted ahead aud said: "There's 
a lighthouse. See the fIaIIhea!" 

It wasn't .. ~ bIlt it wasll't a 
Ilghtbo1Ue, either, Soon we saw smoke 
biOlll8Oms agaInat the slq and we re
aDzed it WIllI a sIllp firing anU...rcraft 
sheUs. Unperturbed, a plane hovered 
by. 

Bits of driftwood Boated by and 
someone said he had heard a ship 
had been sunk In tIlat yleiuUy a few 
days lletore. 

It .... not until we came up from 
tbe mesa compartmellt after noon 
chow that we saw tbe dim ontllne of 
mountalna off 1IItarboard. Soon we s!g·
ZB8lJ8d aIld made tor thls promised 
land whlch nul In rocky rfdps from 
the _ to the c101ld:1I where Ita shape 
WII8 lost in mist. 

Soon. over the blue water we could 
make out a atrlp of beach and .. 
fringe of foliage. As we came Into a 
narrow channel a mau WII8 spearing 
aa'" We looked back toward the 
oeeaa and the water took 00 a variety 
of hues. Aplnat the ablp It seemed 
s dark. neutral color. A little fu.rtber 
a'lFBJ' It WII8 )'@Ilowlsh, then a deeper 
greell. and againat the horizon a deep 
blue. 

As we entered the harbor the 
mooutalus seemed to Opell 1IP for us 
aad above the plera and sheds we 
eou1d _ large eJtpauae8 of ...
ftelds aud strips of red eartll arraaseci 
In easqJ pattern on the slopes leading 
to die 1I1Us. 

It was an &lJI&CCDBtomed picture tor 
us. We were DOt used to _Ing tile 
skeletons of cnuteA rising aboft palm 
tree8, _ptaln'a gig wltll white unl· 
formed seamen atandlq 8III&rtly In 
tile stem. amt camouftqed LeTa. All 
tbla helped to give the _De tile 
qllallty of a eoea-Cola advertl8emeut. 

We passed through balIowed 
w&tenI. We saw a recelldy-ra18ed 
ve81Hll with Its ewslp nylng proudly 
astern. 81gnlfylag that it still was In 
the fight. And in a acrap pUe ashore, 
we aaw parts of ablpe that _old 
fight laO more. 

Soon we were tied up at & »ler. 
Someone brought & tew copi811 ot the 
toeat newspaper alJoanl, aud there 
was a mad _ble for tIlem. Offl· 
eera Oil tbe apper deck.a trained their 
blDoeuJars on the beIldHnea ••d reIld 
diem aIowL Somehow. when news
papers ea.m.e aIJoanI we knew we were 
baeIt OIl terra fh'IM. tbat ow Joana.,. 

was over, lor tile Ume beiuc, at I_t. 
WltbIB au hour we were daDlber· 

Iq aboard trueb aDd 011. our way ap 
• hilly .-d.. There was a lot of tni.1Ite. 
We went throas'h ravilleS of reddi8II. 
eartIl. oovered with IIreeIl tollage. aad 
we saw pleDty of eactu& "Looks llke 
CalIfiR'nla to me," one maa said. "Looks 
like Oklaho_ to me." said oar K..A.A. 
Bantld KcOowell. An.cl Davey Huber 
IJII.id the sreen IllUa remillcled bim. of 
Kelltllcky. 

.Aa we eUm.Ik!d tile hills we Q4 a 
spielldld view of the paaoram.a of _ 
aad sbore. We eventually came to a 
small v1I.Iage of Q_set. IuI.ta hunt 
qainat a reIkolled blHtop. BUd at 
what 8eem.e4 the peU. tile tnlcka 
stopped conveniently cIoee to a beer 
Hne. 

Jast as It happened at Peary aud 
Gulfport. aud. as 1 IlUPIlO8e It w01l1d 
happen If a IIPOlIII of Sea.beea were 
Mldd_1y to IaDd In Heaven, we were 
IIOOn hesiepd with queaUolul "Any. 
one from Te.u.s • • • &lQ'one from 
Weal VIrginia , • • New HaDlpIIJdre 
•. '. Oblo .•• Conneetle11t!" 

"Is there a py named ,foe Parll;er 
In )'GIIr _utt?" 

We were equally curious. We 
wanted to kllow about the beer line, 
the liberty sUv.ation, the lIytng COJl
dltlons. The sight of doabledecker' 
bunk8, many with sprinp, was aImOIIt 
too mucb for U& after five months on 
caulp eats at Gulfport BUd nearly a 
month on pipe bertJu at -. We were 
amased to flad pineapples gowblg .. 
orderly rows III the red dirt beIIIIld 
the huts. We had not saUaIled onr 
curiosity when a to.N speaker an
nOlUlCed that a nelgbborlq battallon'a 
cbow hall was ready to serve WI. 
Dowu the billy, narrow path bet_a 
the bllts the Battalion stampeded. 
ctvlq a &UOd Imitation of the 001. 
Rusb or the opeDlng of the CIlerokee 
Strip. The food ..... pod. but tile 
sight of tables and benelles was bet· 
ter. (or we had stood (or meala on 
tbe voyqe. After cbow we fOlUlcl a 
sb.p's senice IItore where we bought 
Ice cream. mIlk shakes, caus of pille
apple Juice and eoco-ooIas. We were 
intrlped by attractlyely printed books 
and BOuvenlra 8Uch as S1'a&$ sklrta. 
Some of the mates !!aid tbey were 
made In BrooklyIL 

.Aa night ft':l1 on the camP. the Dehts 
of the dty below twbllded iuntlngly, 
but we were glad to turn Into our 

bunks. We mlased tile ceatIe roekIIlI 
motion of the IIIl!p. The reaetioD of 
being on shore ..... too m-.ell tor some 
of as. Joe Del 0rIa.n0. .. cook who bad 
been uneasy durIac the elltire voy
age. was eo rel18'l'ed to be on laJl4 
that he kept eb.atterirIC IoDg after 
Uchts _t. He was ~ amasiDg 
and we Ianghed, a bit too Iotidly pet'
haps. Cor tile OOD Il000 CIUIle over 
and told as to pipe doYJl. .. .. ., 

We were tiDed up tor m.nater this 
mornlag when Roberta and another 
JIllIte ea.m.e aloag. TIley were ~ 
Qu.eenle·s box. There 1VlI8 a look on 
Roberts' faee tJaat made me reel 
somethlag WII8 wroq. 

"How's Queenler 8ODI.eODe asked. 
He dldD't au_ tor a minute. 

TheIl. I. a toneless l'Uiee, he mllr· 
mllred. "Queenie's dead." 

A moaotuJ. _1gb. as beartfelt as It 
was brief. weat ap from every ODe 
of us.. . . .. 

This aftel1lOOlll we received onr 
maD. our lrat 1n)J'd from bome iD 
what seemed like years. The folks 
had IMeIl writlag eyery day and Ill
!Dust everyone of WI had at least a 
score of letters. We reed them aridly 
and eqerly aIIared cboIee pa.rqr&pbs 
wldi the feUOw In the next hunk. 

Not aD o( the letters were clIeerfnl. 
I leamed of the cklath of a frieIId. 
back In ReddID« Rldp BUd PaIII 
Huslti.... one of OW' ---. Jeamed 
of the death of his mother. I tried to 
tell him I was 801'17. but [ don't know 
wbedler lie heard IDe. 

TIlls monUDg Cilief Wltm;rer tooII: 
our company for a bike into the IIHIs 
bey_d the CIUIlp. We walked aIoq a 
nalTOw path on a rid.... looked down 
illto deep green YBlJep eovered with 
a earpet-llke IIImlhber:F, tIlIek. bIlt 
dwarfed. We Doted a small .._ 
flower. but we cU4D't Imow Ita name. 

On our 'IFBJ' bBek we puaed Com· 
mander Burke and Lt. CGmDUUl4I... 
Aflderson staadlac toptber, look'D« 
over tile amp and tbe vista below. In 
Gulfport we usually saw them only 
in tbe cra)'lah 0«1_. Now, AD tile 
8unligllt, they seemed to take _ 
added stature. They were 011 tile job. 
The sight of them ataudlq there to
pther eo calmly gave me a fee!lq 
of eon8denee. [ imBIIIled that they 
were Ionklq over the __ of onr 
Battalion's tature actlrit;r BUd were 
pleased with the prospects. 



WHAT WE CAME TO DO 

By LABBY T. BROOKS 

SEABEES, by the very nature of their organization. 
constitute conatruction companies with the ability 
and equipment nece8881"}' in time of war to build 

and if necesaary usist in the defense of the projects they 
build. Some of the units have even been used all for· 
ward ecbelOIUl to aid in the _ult on new baee but for 
the most part their duties have been the reconstruction 
and COIUIlruction of forward supply depots which are 
being uaed to continue &he 80w of materials and equip
ment to the place of immediate need in the quickest and 
most eiicient manner. the 117th Battalion's history at 
the moment falls under the latter cafeBOry. 

With this in mind, a brief history of our Battalion's 
accomplishments and an outline of our set...p on our 
present Island X should be of particular interest to the 
folks back home and .. subject for future reminiecence by 
the fireside long after the sparks of conOict have died away. 

Until our arrival on Ihis Island X moat of the work 
performed Wall along the line of training and the attempt 
at classification in relation to the men's fitness and dex· 

terity in certain branches. This we found to be of vital 
importance in knowing the right man (or the right job 
at the right time. n.is infonnation ha also been in· 
valuable in the successful and spontaneous manner in 
which we were able to take hold of the many and varied 
types of construdion problems assigned to us. 

11ae diversity and ability of our penonnel can best be 
s1lDlltUlrized with the knowledge of the scope of our work 
which is including such detaiJa of construetion as the 
drafting of the plans, 81Irveys and layouts, sewers and 
water lines, road building. power lines. pile driving. weld
ing, heavy equipment maintenance and operation; in other 
words the complete project from beginniag to end. 

Interesting to note is the fact that we have among our 
Battalion personnel experts in the lines of Carpentry, 
Stone and Brick Masonry, Surveyors, Draftsmen, Artists, 
Cooks and Bakers, Musicians, Plumbers, Electricians, 
Cement Fini5hen, Plasterers, Steel and Sheet Metal 
Workers, Sand Blasters, Fingerprint Experts, ShipfiUers. 
Watchmakers, Riggers, Sailmakers. Automotive and 
Heavy Equipment Mechanics and Operators, Powder men 

(Coruinaed on ptI&e 32 ) 



WHAT WE CAME TO DO 

(Co1ttiluuJ from ~ 8) 

Welders aIld In addition to theae ad 
many others of the skilled b'ades, tile 
young mo Jnst out of sCOOoI stilled In 
no partleolsr erslt but with stout 
hesrta a.ad strong bands willing to do 
any job a.sBiped to them. 

Theile men UDder the lSupervhdon of 
weD qualt8ed 01fteenl wortiUC in 
groDPllllave IlOIIIItruc:ted or bave under 
constnrotlon work which would be 
eI)IIlparabl8 In th8 States to a contract 
of approximately Three IUIUoa DoI
Jan va.lnadon. III eomparillon the 
amount of materials WIed would c0m
pletelY buUd a villap ot lOme ODe hun
dred-fllxty avemp 8l:Ie Ive room mod
ern fnuBe n!8idencea Inelndlng tbe 
Paving, Plmnblng and Electrical work. 

A breakdown on our work wonld re
veal suell structures 118 eighteen enor· 
mons wat'e1louaes. thirteen Frame Bar· 
!'lieU, Secpnd sWry addttlon to u 1m. 
portaRt AdmlDlBtn!.tIon BuUdlng, mlUlY 
ooe story. aIld five of the latest two 
story prefabricated QUOU88t Huts, 

Poet Omee, Olleen Reereatloll:&l. 
Fadlltles aad Tennis Club, Dyke and 
SplUway. '1'0 perform this work we 
have a.saIped to us nell equipment as 
Dump. c.rso. Water a.ad Pick..p 
Tnack8, Weapou CarrIers. B.eclOD8. 
Jeepa, Sedans. Trailers, Motor Gradertl, 
Tandem and Sbeep.foot RoUen. Baa· 
paa, Buaaes, Generators. TraefON. 
CI."II.n(IS, Shovels. Dttehen, Amhaltulee, 
Conerete Klxera. Compres8Orll, Weld
blg MachlDell. Bnlldosens. etc.. 

Sveed and ellclenq Is oar W&l' cry. 
With the PadJle Campalp. IlOW reIdl
lng a fever pitch many of the project. 
being built are bel.. brought Into use 
loa« before the ftDal doors are hung.
fa many InstaIlcea the two story Bar
racks are belag oeeupied downstairs 
wlaUe the upstairs 18 stili under COD
etruetloa ud the warebouaes are ..If 
CllIed before tlley are palaled. O'-t 
Q.1IaDtltle8 of fgodatutr and materials 
of war are being waJ'ebou8ed 110 that 
our Boys in the thick or tbe Agllt may 

have the IIlOIt wIleD they Deed it, aad 
InddeataJJy they are getting it: W1Uell 
to Hfl"oldto IIhoUld aerve as sWfldeDt 
waralq: his daYll are numllered. 

Lloked With this immense 1lOIIIIb'Uc
tIoD. PrognuB Is tbe ever Pfe8eD.t pr0b
lem ~ morale wldch Is being taken 
care of It.r the IIIc1clental I.lOIIIItrutltin 
of recreational taeuttiell withla our 
own eamp area. 

RefIt assured, folks baek home, that 
your 1Ioys are fuJb' OIl ttae Job and 
doing a ~t pl~ of work as Is evt
deoced lty .....,. letters ~ comme,Dda· 
tioIl and praise for their aehtevemet:lts 
trona IIJ&'J,a ranJdDg Naval and Karine 
OIleia1a and In addition by their dirty, 
sweaty, IdDllIng faees as they return 
each eTeolllc from their dq's YOl'k. 
I think I can speak tor each of them 
wilen I say they p about tbeir daUy 
grind with the ol1e thought of hurrying 
to ilnlah tide mouatalllOua meN and 
the I'etorn to you baek there. 

CAMP PEARY, WINTER STYLE 


I SUPPOSE that to the maJorlt7 or 
the Battalion wbo weot thro!.Qlll 
boot III tbe Summer. Camp Peary 

recalla tile picture of a steemlnS 
swampland on the Soutll Bank of the 
York River In wbat Is sometimes re
ferred to as beautlful and historic 
VIrgInia. 

To some of the reat of u. Qamely tbe 
Seaml!ll from the SIM'clal Dra,ftI. 3000 
to SOO~. mention of Peary evoke8 a 
somewhat dllfereDt memory. We were 
amo.. the lut Oleo to RO thro!.Qlll 
Peary before It was oonverted Into & 
re«ular Navy Tn&inlng Statloo. Wheo 
we arrived, In Oetober ud November 
or 111d. mea. were comInS 10 at a tel" 
rific rate. Peary W&1I pUked to tbe 
cUls with men sleeping In the 4rUI 
balls and even outafde of them. 

The ludq ooes of da bad barracks 
wbere we ht.4 lire watell aU algbt to 
keep the stoVe8 plB&'. TIle mates 
ualtt to the stoves always pt roasted 
willie the OPel at the enda of tile bar· 
radE8 l'rose. TheIl. too, It was not 
IlDUIIUal for someone to let the lire 
&0 out. 

Due to the abortage of (lOll.( we Ilad 
to uae woo4. Tbere was never a 4'11t)'
day hut what lIOIIIe of U3 _ caucbt 
00 a WOOd detail. I, for one. bave 
ma.ay fond (1!!) melllOrIea or puUl.. 
lop out of VirgInfa swamps. 

Uke all Seabees before us and. I 
suppose, Uke the few after us. we lind 
fD vtalt that Place called the oII8tacle 
COUI'IJ8, aDd some of the 18110wa took 

By HAROLD E. ElDDEB. SIc 

a cluckIIII!' at the water burdle. Tb8¥ 
can testlfy to the temperature of tbe 
water, wilich. IDeldentally, bad a skim 
of 100 over it every morolng. TIle cold 
water did away wltb waaIlfac tbe 
board sidewalks In the 1IIOnl1ng, be

cause any water that was thro.... on 
tbe walks froze, With often embarras
slag reaalta. 

Tbere are _8 things I don't thlat 
anyone wIlo WlUl In SpooIaJ Draft 3000 
eyer will forpt. There were tho8E! 
dap at the rICIe I'IlIlCe wb811 the dress 
of the day went IIOmetblag like this: 
Long underwear. blue jersey. duagaree 
.hlrt and pants covered by utility 
greens. then .--ta. Tbe bravest 
took otr tbelrpeaeoatawheu .0 the 
Bring llae, but the bra.ve were not too 
numel'UUll. 

AIlOtIler tJtfq to remember .".. the 
Battle of Seabee HOL Tblll _II an 
emllaakDHIat at tile PIstol Ralaae In 
A-I. One company would estahlla. 
Itself at the top of the emlNudrmeat 
and three otIIer companies wOUld at
ta.clt and try to dlalOdge the defenders. 
It 1IIU II same of Kine of the Moulltaln 
on a Iarp seal., 

Tllen there was tbe Ulne W8 loaded 
aU or our bags Into a truck at 0600 to 
DlOve aa4 tIleD. unloaded them at 1900 
8841 returaed to the same bunk In 
which we !lad heeD sleepluc. 

The relit of tbls story Is knowa to 
Fou all. How 10 Dece.ber and lana
ary we came to O~ and joined 
tbe 117tb Battalion, widell WIllI 1Nul1, 
In 0-' of new ·blOo4 to brIIIg baek III 
wantng strength. (EDITOR'S NOTB: 
Blear tile ma.a ravel) HODe8t. fellows. 
we couldD't help It beeause noae 0 
you were 8trOq ea.oap to be Me88IDea 
and feed fOUl'8elY.. 



TIle First Year's 

The Dardest 


By BABN£Y O'DONNELL cmd N. B. WATSON 

D
URING the second week of .August. 194,S.• ,in:, the,", Battali,0,iI Formation. 

OfIiee at Camp Peary, the United Stat.ea Nayal Tramm, Center at 
Williamaburg. Va.. a yeoman fed'more" ~,' a thouand perforated carda 

to au I.B.M. machine, which in tum. automaticaUytyped • IICore Gf miDlllO> 
graphed stencils,entilled"Musna SHUT. ll1'iJlc USNCB." , 

. On Saturday, AiIpIll4. a group of ofIiceraofthecNavy'. rapid!yupandi. 
Civil Eusineering CQrpagathered in Area A-1to meet CouimlUJder Michael J. 
Burke. 08icer.in.Charge of the 1l,1th,• CopiCIII o,f, the muster were diatributed, 
and .. the officers glanced oyer the long lim, they probably wondered wbat 
these men looked like, .tbese men who shortly were to join them for adyllllald 
trainins and Oyerseas· du,ty 'in tboservii:e of our country. 

The men gathered the following 4&y. Thoycame 'U:oQl Area)),7. whore aome 
~, per cent of the Battalion, who entered the NaY)' iJI July, bad und~ 
boot traiJIing. ,A hi$h porcentap w...dtaWufn>D\,.Re~t Aroa, wb~ 
fOF a varillty of l'8!UIOJI8tbey Ja.d beea~~gub~ tbeiroamet sppeared 
00 the magiealassignmentbolletin board with the bryptk: Ijmbol. 111C& 

Before llloving into their barracks. the men wbo were to become the ll"ltb 
did a thing that was to he typical of many a future action. They held • field 
day, scrubbing every inch of deck and bulkhead until it gleamed. diainfectiug 
every nook and cranny of barracks and head, untU they were spotless. Not 
until tbeJ'ob had been completed did they unpaek their mattress and gear. e8t 
c~ow an . settle down for a well.earned ni~ht'8 rest in' tbe excitement of new 
surrouncling&, new companions aud • neworganiution. , . . ' 

,Within a few d.ya preliminary interviews. had been Co~ .,8¥..tlm 
Battalion Willi in the throeS of adyanced military tl'ainiJIg. We 'drlJledundeir . 
the direction of Marines and our ears stiR ecbowith the "bop bfooPtiip • '.' 
re.ep for your lep, your lep. your lep. reep lcp"--not a foreignLfugu" b-.t 
88 eJnsely 8.8 ean he reproduced in print, the Marine diaU,et for· count· 
ing cadence. Nor sha11 we f018et the admonitions: "OouJt lItOmp thOlie 

o • • • 
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drill, and a dummy landing ..bi.rp, 
from which we madellOnte terrUic 
beaeb invasion. 8Cr088 an arid drill 
field. We were neatly convinced th.t 
our training was for the ~ 
Navy, hut one morning we were given 
a taste of the real thing-reallanding 
barges Bnd a real landing on the York 
River. 

Tap!! had lIOuoded one night in 
Peary when Commander Burke re
ceiv'!!d a telephone call. Within a 
record time he mohilized "vera} bun· 
dred men, carpenter&, divers, welders. 
electricians and other specialists. od. 
a platoon of riflemen, and we were 
on our way to the dock area. It Was 
all in practice, but it galle us an idea 
of the type of emergf)DCY we might 
meet .... d the need for organiWion. 
for knowing what men could do the 
best job in any given situation. 

Remember the ~ ranKl!?There 
was the dry firing up near the beer 
hall where we leamed our dance. 
Then we went down to the ranlre itself., 
where the cry was "Ready on the 
Left. Readv aD the RiJdrt. Readv on 
the Firing Line. . . Fire at Will". 
Tbis was followed by the clatter of 
lome fifty pieces, and the echo of fir
ing from adjoining ranges. Remember 
"Maggie'. Drawen," the flag· which 
indicated 8 complere mig? It didn't 
By very often, for moat of the men 
qualified as marbmen. aharpsboo~er 
or expert. And wbo coUld forget 
pulling butta? That crack of bullets 
as they pa1Ii!Ied overhead. through or 
aroundthetarg~? 

Remember the obetacle COUl'l8? At 
any rate, we proved the theory of 
evolutioD. After cJimhing those rope 
ladders. pulling ounehres up a per
pendicular log embankment. ~ 
ing acl'088 ditd'aca and .crawling 
across that cat-walk. there WM no 
doubt that we were deecended· from 
something, but we weren't sure 
whether it Will an ape or an antelope, 
although we have Dever seen an ante-· 
lope lIwing on a ~pe bridge. 

Next on the agenda was a concen· 
trated period of P]at~D drin. com· 
pany drill and. finaIIy, close order 
Battalion drill. We were preparing 
for the great day, our commisaioniDi 
and .the presentation of our colon. 
That momentous day came on Satur
day, A1IJIU8t 28.lt marked a clil.ll81 
in our training period.. It wa tho 
day on which we received 011' 
diploma. . . 

A aingle-eheet forenttU16r 01 the .. 
117THR£vIEw was'br~'STui~ 
which survived only oite iasuliI> '!'be 
only d.nption of ourcommiasion-. 

(Continued oil ptlBe 14) 
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'WE .5AlUED. 
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those who held ou~a few h~unI. ·.TIieri 
camei)lose. who w,l!-itedun1il~1'Ig•. 
And tIHlu there wal·tbat Q'(!)rttmat« 
group'to whi~ your:c. k.·~t 
belonged, the onel ~hot.p-· 
chuck, .but Db, ~w.t1rer~\;;; 
.Even .•the sickc!et of.US, .couldn't ,up
prt!l!$iI. grin when word ~enf round 
the sbip that several of.J;he 1!oys had 
been iJ/suchahurrY,tltat they fQ~got; 

. to nlmove their' ·faIIe.. teeth. which 
went lllerrily dowpthe. d~ain•. ,lip. 
perill" eluding the:. un'stea(Iy '8l'85p. 
of those who tried toreecu.I;' them·en
route. And .there . . . 

.kn~nringtbat 







,INNOCENts, 
ABROAD. 


By "PC)P"COQlJlf 
. . . : . 

Are you an opumlst ora peUlmJat renrdlu the p,glmbltl 
duration or the war? Take your pick otthe (0118..1.& or 
lIubmlt your own: 

win theWar,tn ~Four. 

Home Altve In Fo~Jl'lve. 


We'll Blow Our Picks UJ Forn-8lx, 

HonIe.aDtl.Heay,8n 1.a,tor~~,;., 

The OoldenGafetn ·l?Orty.EtghL· 

Tbe miner. cot to Caliromla 1n '4t and tK) wUlUle ifltlL.· 


Add pdt-war plana: Knock that 4F In the head, 

Hollywood Starlet:-"And did you lee acUon In the 
Pacific!" 

Jllck Hlrsch-"Yeah. I Willi In two· bond Ihoots," 

,·.~Madl.y 

Sweet <CENSORlilP}~I«itU&tr

(Thfs1'OO c11rt ., InmT'~) . 


BUk/)~ the sanda ot:(CIi:NSORED~ 

, (Call the.CU/lrd atllaUpast ~) , .' 


Plneep»le, lI~eane, ~oose.:...... 

, '(W'orktng~ for (c:~)) 

Bea.utlhll 40Wetll and all IdndAI of ·fruit. 

(Square that hat and salute, 1011 boot1 
See that lotty coconut tree 

(Ten mUe "Ike tor Platoon three) 
Hula lirl'l!la7 .Iose "rona 

(Lkluld sunshine all day lona> 
Shall we IIet' a hula ahow 

Or go and watch DIMllgio 
No mainland Scotch or rye with coke-Hell 

("Whisky, rum and aln. all local") 
Wbat· a lovely Bandy beach 

(SOuvenirs !lve dollars each) 
In this Paradise eaoh gal's a vamp 

(Taxi eo.ta illx. ~lIekll to eIlmp) 
Yaka. bUd, W~d~" . . , 

(Havill, fun coats: plelltl DI/:J01ah) 
J:l<)WIl ).ere wb.l'6,~,trad$'wliid. »,ay' ~ 

YO,UP.Y Al'fJ;1PAY.A:ND P.a\YuDPAY. 

8y.·sV Bunting r P •. seabe~icme •. tluQ'lfto. 
HrS' got • five; fO\lI\ u.ylincf ace . . . 

Now bo'. hunthlllf.r a .eue8 . . 
If he draws and hlta pay dirt 

He'" brlno you home a rdoe a....;_trt. 

Don't you reDlember Sweet Alice, Ben Bol~ 
Sweet AUee, whose .,eawQ~ 80 brown'! , 

Sb~drank. tbe Kanake juiee you gaveller, Ben Bolt. 
Now Sweet Alice Ilell umler the ground, 

Cal'ry me back to old Vlrsinur 
crbat'll the onl7 war you'll ever ·pt me there) . 



and'acknoWledged ~1t ,to be the beSt 
,destruction b'attaUon. euant. " ' . 

Ratlroad ticket. . we", tHlflcult.tl> 

secure at qulfpbrt wtthout •. ~eotal
pas.. but the Battalion toul"lsW,l1000 

folll1d.there werewa7B andtPe..n.,. 

lIuch 811 lIur:chll$inJ ..theirrolll1<i" ti'lP 

tickets at the NeyOrleans end. It 

entsUed a lIttle extra Uvense. but it 

worked, " . . 


On October lSth we had ~ur firat 

long hike in the BUnny Sollthlamt n'ln. 

t"D miles of It. J.(i. tile btJommartte.. 

We were met." mUefromthe P*e. bl' 

the I1Tth Bald wlUch p1ayedUjJ!d6
camP•. where we were )Uleted. '111 

. woodell. deck tent#," 41181;1 .rut:ll.lltl1nc 
hot U])Oll our alTlY••• flIrJJlsh4lid'.,.ro,. 
sene If.mPl aDd ~veD~w~ . 
clJ'cu~ _a4' __~ ............. , .. 

':wa.~"1ovety"~:.iool:~il,,;, •••~·.;.W~~~~=~~~:....:.~~£~;:; 
lsedby al\.Ud:,U~ .P~ or . 

. water which exhuded hOrr8ndoll,iJOdors 
and proved·· to behell1th-c1v.$ng ~ 
the medica) _J»'1Q.c8ofNhut ,rater» 
Tbe1iodill.oavol'M ..tet' ~""(the 
Lillterbagll,WM .th.&on1Tal~atl'(e; 

Tile 'ArBt rucht waa a'OODI61lUDK ex.
per1en~, From hotd17 a,lr 1n!,..were 
plunged into cold mlatB. whI.t:h. 'by 
mornlDg, hacS turned tAra hell.vr fJ;offt,. 
Mall1 and ~ri&d were the' method. 
used to keep wann alter .that ' Brat 
elt}lerience. 
~ended orde~ led bl Coannander 

Burke. Wall freqU9\lt and covered mueh 
terrain nearby. 8Om~Umea l1,l,oncthe 

.ban!csof the river. ~Ua:141J1bl.th1) 
w~ SpOI'ttI, .·of :!lOur... 'w~ or;. 
gauised.. aDd. the1li!\~ .ntllu,,~ 
lIaae. Waltona beattbel~'to .. 
froth with their nDeII Yll'bb&.;~. 1)1: 
UII laved our IJDcUe8 ofW./"Coon 
hUDtbJ&'. . ."". ;" 

October Z:we,had.a ahC!rtfOUrt
mUe jlj.unl to the riJle ranp .fol' lilook 
warfare and aUght preVaricatlODB
about indtvtdl\al BCOl'e8 on the tarcet 
range eDsued. Beardll and. other 
gt'OlVt!'11 JUllde th#tJ: 1JIlllill all~ce. 
We .,ll~ 01ll'41raj . .!l4Y&1lC1e.ud ;ch!DP ' 
\lJJth: !lYe. , ~wOOOD; &nil .~laU!d 
land_lne••.Tbera w.III'8.lio eaawdtlea 
otbei,~!aU rutfted·,(ttgntty. . . 
. After a week'!. !eft, the .1.'~ at 
noon, stopped. at the. bivouac '.U8f.. f9r 
chow, and .. then' ,wung Into a real 
bunion derby eoverlng tb.e totlll tldrty. 
three mUell to ~Uport before ,·mid· 
night.· , 

Chow at the biVouac area aDd the 
l'8nge "'R8 good beea.ue we bad en
tbu8iaetle coob ",ho Wtrc~w"llul and 
able to pr.oduce the '·best. . ',' .,i ; 

Few of tbemen tailed to DUU'tlhttie 

enUre dlBtanee, attbol.\Ch maD7 'fhllished 

on enahloDIl or blisters.. We lieni a.. 

hardier crew tbaaa,t PEla17• 
. . 

-
' 

.:-
.. 

Another lfb8rty tn New Orleao.i. 
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B.O.Q (Cor&tinued) 
to Jle~co: 0l1li01 O'!lf' really haa4ao'llUl 
Otl1C8J'1 and BattaUOll~~"'; 
llOIIt w.r p~ fa~eAnfte. .' 

EN. Ra,.t1Io..~ YJ. Lyon. Oom1l&ilf 
Executive; hili ~e,....Ant QRell84 
In Sac OItJ',IowIl;attflnd!id I<:t'jfa.:
State Co11eee wQra he wu aao!1~·. 
•&aDdlng poleVAulter .and .baautbaU· 
man: a felloW who'.·a.natul'8lin, any 
kind of athleUe.: was atruetQl'f.1 en~ 
gilleer with Albert Kahn. Inc. before 
entering the C B's; uanally quJet and 
aleep1'; haa no post war plaDa. 

" . " 
c. W. O. Don W •. Wh..... JMmitll· 

Lopn, Weat Vlrginla and after ~. 
ing HlP Schpol was Pleld SUpt. for 
the BOUlier Engfneerillg Oompany 
naUi he entered the lIerrice; baa aU 
the allswers on outllide-ltue 1Uld~n8' 
former work; intends to nmtm ~ 
electrical contracting aad pole work: 
after tlle war. a bridge player or note 
!lnd an all around goOdtello,,; a swell. 
look~r when h1B hall' Ia long• .. ." 

c. W. O. '·H....n P. Hobl. &'nl 
Roobeater, Penn;. WaS. a todt~1lta:7er 
and ten seooud trac.k 'man at 'rldel 
CDlll1l8'eand UDiveniltJ' or Pittalmr(Jll; 
arter college he entend the construc
tion fta1d and was, Superlntellden~ of 
CoDstruction for Booth awl Flinn Con
.t.ructton CoJllllQuy, RochUter before 
entarln.r the NaV7: .I1ke8 the beach· 
and tenGls: baa a. heartJ·1IUIgh, . works 
bArd; Mra. Hohl It! dOing her bit aa a 
membw ot the Ra:Uon Board. 

Lleut. 0".) MOM'I. 8. Lleb.rman. 
Company Exec and Military. OffJcer, 
born in Plttsburgh. Pa. ;»h!.yed softball. 
football IUld basketball at Carneale 
In.sUtute of Technolol:r from which be 
sradUllted; a4m1nlst~tor. ill war de
partment Ordnance ~ enterbllrthQ 
Navy: ·1UlOther Df QUI' Bach.n.. but 
the bal'd.to-ptJdUd: IDlends toeet 
Into Metal w.ork aftar"U'. over; Blond 
aD4 Fat. 

c. W. O. Wlrl'1 T. BPOOQ'J Born in 
Columbus, Georgia, Snb-rearedtn 
Birmln,ham. Alabama and studfed wttb 
LaSalle ExtenUon University, Chicago: 
was an auditor for lOme yea\'8; tn 
order to enter the 88l'Vlce 1t WlUI 
nece8881'1 (or b1m to dleoonttnue his 
own contracting bOlla... tn" TUlia, 
Oklaboma, which hellad operated 8UC· 
cell.fIIlly tor oInetHa ;yean; an au· 
thortt)' on OODorete; til .heAd~.th. 
l1'1th Band and a.vtew; .. gOod. feUQw 
fOU can't .mabmil.d.. '.' 

. ...., '. . ... 
C, W. 0, John M. Hou.... Ar:IDarer . 

O1fIcer from the Ke)'ltoneState: Pitta

http:heAd~.th


• • • 

We Sal:led T:lte 

GeeaD.Rloe 


(Conlimc«l/rom, p6ge 1) 

sick-It WlUljUBt the heat In the laun
dry that got me." :4D4 T.L. ~ 
came IQ for a cqQlderMlellba,e Qt the 
ribbing. ·On 0Ql' am·dQ' ollt. Jae hAd 
purcl!.aU4 a paper ·Illsh of iee:~ 
at ShIp'. Seritee.Som6 on. 1I'&nIed 
him. a~ u~~hl'..•~"ilo
on", h8 :retq~,"1ce:qt8aJi1cwJlJ keep, 
you tram belna ~h" amt . 
be daIIbe4 to the ra.it. . 

Suuday saw our ft1'Bt aotteu:aellt 
aboard. Late 1D the -afternoon a .Iu'ltl 
alren 1Iep.n abl'lekllil;We ae&IlIled 
the b~1l for tile sUrbt of a~pe.
the akfea for IIoItlteah'planes. The 
.brleking con~lled uel 'we were. aure 
something b,,",•.wa:s. i1». :wnaJ1f~the 
Voteeof the V_eI;.c:!OIIIinJ.o"...~tb. 
pobUe addtell S,lItem. anuouQce4 that 
aU was well. . The siren had IOlie1l 
Itself IIwck. We b,eathed ....ler•• '* .• 

Today Is Monday, We've been at 
sea tor a bit more than 48 boara but 
we've settled down to a calm ae
eeptance of the aeatarlng life. barrinc 
more f.Ough leu. uyway! In the 
mornIng the anU-aircratt IUllI hAd a 
workout. We wol'rle4 when the lrat 
balloon W8II missed. even thoqh the 
sbota were near enoup to bit anT' 
tbSng Ja.l'a'er. The IIfMlOIld balloOu. Wae 
!lbol to tatters and we eheemd. TJ.aH 
atternoon IIOme hea"ler armllollumt. W&a . 
given.a ebance.. The deep.bpQm WllII 
a eontraat te tile ataeattoof the 
mornlDl:'. gunne.." and wblle none 
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amy aboreltne arut. above it a pearb> 
gray, lummoul _ky, brona bJ' fn'e(fU~ 
Jar opaque gray. clouda. .Aa we came 
cloear' to land w~.c0td4 lee patChlll 
of a I1lsty. ttted browa, then ..~ '«tf. 
brlgbt creen. There .... one lWltunII 
would ha...e Uked to bave paillted; a 
101\& low green shed along the WiLter', 
edge wlth palm treea Juttiq behlu:d it. 
All we came to tbe pier we noticed 
several vesleJa lIylng the tIap of our 
Am.. including a. man BrtUsb air· 
craft carrler With Ita crew ~Ilwblte 
aborta. Also on view Wal a picturesque 
white two mutlld 8Ob.ooner wbleb 
looklld u If l~ bad.eolile out of a paint
I.ng bJ' Wlulow Homer. 

Today waa a.n ldatorlc ~efoi' the 
Pana.ma Canal. lJlall~8,..tia Itha8 
been In o"",Uoit.ae"'er dff! •.shtp
PIUIlI throud Ita yamra With a more 
excited. Intereated. and entlnllllUUc 
sroup of paua~than those aboard 
ourv...... . 

"ltver siDee rv" beea o.d enoup. .to 
read", one DI8Il.aafd. "I've been reaa;. 
I.ng ab(tut the Pauma CanaL: I tl&ver· . 
dreamed I'd ever lee 1t.00ah! Look 
how tut that water 1a rialq on thoie 
rulJ&li'" 

A cloHn Atiaa.. appeared ODdeqlt a. 
'he mate. traeed the COlIne of the BII' 
Ditch and dlleuued Ita hlatory. Chief 
Welborn psed pa the eanalwlth a 
deep re...erence. "I lure would Mve 
liked to have been onthlll prolect
from the start. with the tint surve,. 
crew. and kept OU it unUI It waa tin
lsbed". be Mid qUietlY. 

Even cbow, wmaUy the mOlt 1m
portaDt Will' on. the shl.& could I\Ot 
compete with theCanaJ. '1'1le ba.raatllld 
M. Ii.. A.s, ",ho u.o.u,. stand all ahaJ': 
rier between the mates a.nd the chow 
bait, banting them 'Into lbIe,etc., had 
a new problem on their hand. tonl8bf: 
to get the gang don to eat. One of 
the II. A. A.II was _lorinI': "AnJ' of 
you r.uo",. want..: to eat DOW!" After 
the lone. long chow Bnes which 
IItretched a('QUad the ship, thlawas 
evan a lP'9ater mlraele thall the Caul. 
and for tbe Irat time I walked AIOUI' 
an unobtltructlld JIUIIIlI8 right Into the 
Ch.oW BaD. 

I r.wrned to the deck' before 'W'~ 
bad gona very tar through the 4t8t 
let of lockl andaooll. Wltnesae4 the 
only compeUUOIl dared the Gahal 
tbat day. A8 we were entering· the 
lake between the loeks. we MW a: 
group of Army men. and Wltb them 
creatures prbed In stran.. attire
skirts! We couldn't beUe .... our 1Q'es. 
Yes. they were women. Real. Itve, 
female women! Man rusbed to the 
port aide r.ol' a pimple of thlJl almost 
forgotten raritJ' iJl pur whoU, IDUCU
l1Ile world. ome... ·· 011 the, brt~ 
IIwtlq thetr ~ as olUl·maJL 
We all wavlld madly &nil the P1a 
waved baclt with CODIJI1$n4able .. 
thUBWIm. WOQhHl.f 3Yea tile lIeaUU: 
of the mountain .JOe faDed to· .... 
the memol7 4!Ompletel)'. ... ... ' 

TaltJD&' a4Ta1ltqeotthe~t 
luppq of fi'INlh WllU!r, the 4-. weri't 
wubed with viaor"Thtf cnnr bad. 
plantJ' of Uliatan08flOm the ~ 
who. t1lrne4 out lD batfitqtnm1l:s·O!" .. ' 
JUBt wa4e4 til ~~..'.~. to 
Mvea tura at baJr4lblS:th":JloIIe md 

.. aweepl.ng dOYD tile decit. ~n.tIl.
advertently, ofClOUl'lMt, 0lUI __ crew 
oceulonallJ' would .plUh a 8~ pt 

'wateron.ttle ~"'.·aD~:~te,"ae
Cident torl~n.>,tb,e,otJaer. ~ 
WOll~ ~ tlfl:~"~... '. .. 
.. It·:wq.,,~~~ .~~.. 
pljl,.v:~e:1t}~~ .. ':" .,.. .. 


Ob 1eB. we .awaaOth.. ~;A
trim llpeedboat·~··&nil... lbe .... 
In the 8t~;a DllliutAe .a.4Vert1ldnl 
~Ion 111.. a<ctIitP,wh1t4t akirt that 
wblpI'e4 til the brMIe as aile .t.Q04 
and wa...ed to UL 
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ammoaomPlUlJ'. Pte,. 'R91Jei't, ~.. 
Pa:,ne,:,Jl'.. formei}1' .'ftI!'.1l. F 
Clhettra leader tD Cm~U: Obio. 
and PIe. Fred E. WalhJD&f.on'WU a 
Uaeoaed BapUlt ~uterin Loa 
AqelH wIlo co~.~· .a.m. 
for the men. a8ldIJted b)' ll'tc. 
4uPIt C. Wit,ober· of Cbarlottft. 
Ville. Va. Set. fJrnllllt W. ~D8)" of 
Lake ClI:T.FIa., DOW a clerk,'WU
topktek of a OOC 0Ilt4t for tIlree 
yeart. 

Commandl». ottleer of tile COI!l' 
pa111' ,II ,CaptaJn Lcn1II P.SIUne .Of 
0",8. -Vi. Va.. " ," ", 

....YANK Staff Correapondetlt. 

SI~plDg on deck Is nOw legaluil 
not half all much rull. ' ,,' ' , 

The olfleel'll have deVl8et't a new 
form of pb;ystcal trafDtnc known .. 
abandon shIp drill. You 10 to )'Ollr 
compartment, walt for the atenal, then 
dash up two steep fttpta of atall'll (or
ladders. to be nautical abollt it) ,ud 
go out ond.eckulltll tIlepme tr..called 
otr. Weean. clear ~ 1\.014 ,ID:a Ie." 
minutes., It i••,necetl8lU'l preCaUtion
and not too botlDg. 

As another precaution we alw8J'!l 
wear ouT Dfe belta, ~~ lUbell wlU,I!b 
may be blown llJb1~ Ol"bldated 
b, SparJrlet-t;yIl6' ',,,,b'OD. ~. 
They add to the heat iuld are'a 11" 
sary null&nee. Every now and thea 
lind mnell without the belt aDd I 
hurriedly retrace.i, steps ,to tn4~~ 
darDtld thine. It Ia &: court ':martial 
debe. to, be, without'one l)utno. one 
hall notkled my oaculOWll de~1lcttolll. 

'" '" '" The Cloude wete 80 low t.1I.Ia morn· 
lnB that the aea teema llft.ed to, the 
top of ,Ule unfvene. One' matallldd 
that the aea bad a ".wo1ten·~ appeal'" 
anee; another aaJd it reminded tum 
of II. lJunriae In Wyoming vieWed trom 
a mountain top on a. clear day. As the 
80n eleared tbe hotbon we watched 
it cast a path ,Ot' lWldol'era,ldlYerr 
... whtCh apPearedu Iinooth 'u, 
1111.118., In one r~p8at we have 'been 
~rtul1a,teUIUS f¥. ~cept 6!r the dar 
we lett' 'port, ourJoura~haiI been. 
truly paciftc waten;, The ,aomp.,-j1lOn 
with the Staten IlI!lnd Ferry.WI 
1081. 

Yeatel'day we, had 8\111 practice and 
one crew hit the taraet. a lDlaft eau 
iloatlng well away from the abtp, on 
the Oret round.' Actuall,. to hit the 
water an):'Whe.re:uetr' (be~, c:cm, 
.ould ...tn the!''GQCHl~' c0m
mendation froDi' t.he ,Vo1ee. Oil, the 
tlleot7 that an eneriv" 'erat't' ,,,.,.14 .be ' 
lilt b, a ebell ~chaame that ctoae. 
Ta .silk the can, farptia ,1IIdd to ""'11. 
rare reat and we were proud, ot the 
ablp's pnners. 

We lIent our' cloth~ to the ablp's 
laundry the other day and it was re
turned today in a confused jumble. 
We bad quite a time sorting over all 
the I!wir, calltila" out the owner" name as we read the ..tendl Oil eIICIh 
sarment, Our uud"II&r' bad I.e
qUlred ,II. dun color that was christ. 
ened "battleship.gray." .. . 

This momlDr t.t,about' I18ven 
o'clooll:. tbInga bep.n to bappeD up In 
the bow, where the dollS are quar
tered In their boxes on deck. 'Queem., 

the father <was Jlot. 
vt4e a wide :varlet¥' 

1!'. ,lB. Roberta,U$Ular ''OWner of 
Queenie. 'lOoked aa' Wan· as' aD)' father 
Who ever, I$Il1iI4, abol!pltal corrjdor., 
The, ~at1lll:.m.tea,tba~'1Iith, sllch 
a ~'~lie'OOIIkff1io"JQP11 to.r 
1Ul" mCl'ellll&\!fu . ,ht. d.epeJideDqallot.;. 

'. 	ment. Btrol!l 'Wml~ oWner or Pat. 
Co.~'. «J.Ck~' _te'l'ma.tiot bad ail 
upflUlation tqr 'the large Utter. He 
blamed. 1~ on, ,&M' fact "that" QU~ 
waa4lll~' undID' ., Ope 'lit"tit, lIlA" 
ehlne lUll empJ,a:cemeats and Just 1utd 
aaqa!re4 the bablt. 

http:Ferry.WI
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Before we' left th. shlvwe' found·· , 
wedl4n't have ...moQ.O"" on. con
fusion. We chuclde4whe.· we l'flOalled 
tlle oalcer ~ 1'Iho,~!'A .~ .~: y , 

hl..t4teroom 80 "'-.~< 
deck. It na~t9. Joh';>
welded fumlblr..r ' 
bea:w. etc. ,Juat· ..~e 1108'" ..: 
about to, pilt It (oPtber 1IIiPm; a 
hi&'her otnce:rUWle,b;r JUilbwaate4t,.. 
kno.wwhat waa gwoe 00. ''Harnuu.»b,'"
he bamunpbed when told. uatulf and 
nOIlSel1ll6. A: deck JeD'tmade to 110 
level and if he can,t' walk on it the 
way It Wall. built be ollcht to be a&
signed to abore duty." 

We .•. dlsembarke4Yitha Jlew .pe,..
apectlve. a. new pride til oUl'lelYes 
and 0111' outftt. '.' ..

H~re we ~ oil iSland X. /) f 
YNtel'day. at lea.. our eyes strained 

for the sight of land. Suddenl, one 
man pointed ahead and said: "There's 
a IIghtlloulle. See the lIashea!" 

It WIl.8n't Ii. mlra&1!. but it wasn't a 
lIib~ouse. IIIttlle.r. BOoa ..wIt ~w.1!JIl9ke 
blOllllOMS IlI'&fmIl· tli.: 81t7' ,a.mf, ;Wlt' rt!io 
111l1Eld' it Was a abip :ftJ'1Ji.ltanU'all'enlft 
.hellli~ UnpenurbiHl, a: plline hOYei-ed 
by. 
, Blu of 4i1ttwoo&t ftoated 'lit 'aDd 
someone said be bad h~'sbip

. had been '1!IUlk fn that viclutt1 a f!!w 
days before. . 

rt ..vall notuntiJwe came up from 
tbe, meu oqmjNl.l'tPUmt ~r. "Roon 
chow, that we, sa.. the dim outU,De of 

.=rJf:rl~~~~!~'!!; 
. . h" .. ,>M!'~~..':~' . San4 'lfhJc ratlU{'" ,~,""PIK~ ,

UJe> eea to the c1O'\l4fl:lta8bil.iie 
W8I lQtl in ~1St.,.,,: 

Soon, over' the:blfjewater -.lfcOllld 
make out a str1p' of beach anda 
h'lnp of tol!a«e. At! weeame tnto • 
narrow channel a man W81 spearing
ftsh. We looked back toward the 
ocean aud the water took on a varlet1 
or hues. Againat tile ship it seemed 
a dark. neutral color. A UtUe fo.rtber 
11wayt' was yello..neb. then 8i deetlBi' 
creen, and 'aca\lIat tb8 hortaoll a deep 
blue. 

All we entered., thllbarboi the 

inotintahls seemed .lOOpeD upllor ua 

audabove the, pier. and' liheila' we 

could see lal'P> 0116111161 of:grWll 

field. and strips of reG earth arra:opd 

Iu C8IIUal pattern on the slope. lfIadln&' 

to the hlDs. . 


11 WIUiI an unaccustomed plO1ure tor 
liB. We were Dot \18ed to aeetBJr ,the 
IIkeletoas Dr'CI'IIlleariablg • ,Jl!Ii.IDl 
t:Peet!;, CIllItIlbl:s,"_ w~tb:, .• 
tormed aeamea stall4m.:' :In 

lhelltern, and camodapd LCl'L, All 

this: helped to rtvetbe llee~ the 

quality of a Co@-Oola ad'Yertt8~t. 


We paued; throngh lJaIIowed 

waterll. We lIIlW 8 reeentl1·ra.iIIed 

veuel with Us eaaJcn Ifing' proudl,.

astern, slgnlrrtnc :that it sUIl was In 

the ftabt. And In a acrap pile uhore. 

we saw parts of llbips that would 

tipt, no 11101'8. ' 


SO'o1I We were tled,Up :at a, plef·

Souieone brongbt a few cop," of Uie 

local newspaper abOard. and there 

was a mad scra:mt,ple tor thellJ. Om

carll on the upper decks trained their 

blnOOu.1a:ra 011 the headJlne8 and read 

them aloud. SOmehow. When De'" 

papers came &1JorIftl w. :1m." we were 

back OD terra ItJU, that· OUI' :tourae7 
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