
 

“Construimus, Batuimus” 
“We Build, We Fight” 

116th Naval 
Construction 
Battalion    

Historical  
Information 



J . .. 

Cd>rJ / ~;4t'C Q~ ~ rk.:J3t(f . 
~~.Jl. 0 6~.:t J/Y 7Jw. 

~c AVC- ~~dLJ 
a9 Iq / (jd! . ~ t.uA.-~ \-....oo-r~. 

c .-". :'... ~ j. ~l~~~.~ t ..: ;' ,'~.. 
.­... .,..." 

, -J /::: 

~~~t>c AU<-~~~- cf.... ,-, ~D" R// Jd ~~-'. ~ 

lltith 0.:9. 

NOTC - Pep. ry , Devisvi11e 
A'BD - Hueneme 
Ready Dnte - 10 Jan'44 
Left ABO - 28 Feb l 44 

J'tt"r.-4 ~Zr-.CL~.~ I 'r11.t~ 
( 

/0/,/ I >'. 

f I / 

- .~ 

~:.L <) .1.- (.{" 

LOOl1tioD 

"'8-11-4.'3 - CIro orders trMsfer of the 116th OB from Oamp Pear; to NOTO D~,"'isville :'l.bout 15 
Aug f 43. (Conf. Disp. 101621 NOR 4982 from VONO to PM..ry dtd 11 A1lg 1 43.) 

..9-18-43 - CNO orders transfer of the l1Sth OB About 24 Sepl43 from Dp.visvlllf' to A:;D '}\llf ­

port. (Oonf. Disp. 181443 NCR 1652 from VeNO to ihdicott dtd 18 Sep'43) 
1-11-44 - ONO orders transfer of the 116th 013 ~.bout 17 J~n'44 to A..'BD Huneme. (Con!. Df"'::>_ 

111315 NOB. 88'1 from ClIO to (}u1f'port dtd 11 J$UlI44) 
3- 6-44 - 116th C13 departed ABO Hueneme 28 'eb l 44. (WRK) 
3-27-44 - 116th CB reported to the 2nd Brigade and asd,e;ned to 8th Reg. 5 Mar 144 _ (2ndYrie;. 

3rd end.(on Port Hueneme orders lr.P4-59/P16-4 dtd 25 Feb ' 44) dtd f' M~.rl44) 

5-11-44 - 1 Apr'44 report of 1l:6th OB - operating at Iroquois Pt. Batt arrived ~t ih 


destination 21 Mfl.r'44. 

6-16-44 - 1 MayI44 re~ort of 116th OR - o~ratine at. Iromlois and BarbPr~ Points. 

7- 6-44 - 1 Jun'44 report of 116th CB - operating Rt IrOQuois and ~arbers P~ints. 


8-11-44 - 1 Jul' 44 report of 116th GB - operating s,t Iro'.lqols and BArber)" Point • 

.0-17-44 - 1 Sept4,4 report of 116th CB - onere,tiIl € at Bt:!rbers Point. 
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116th CB 

-11-15-44 - Th~ 116th CB h fI.""-i{'::rled to the 35th R"g. (eOTin~rf')r:;H'.cf1 t Sec. 1. tr 'E·:5-CK}!/ ~.·:::l: 07f'r 
3er. OC~l008 t') eim (ltd 4 No'! 144) • 

11-1h-44 - The 116th CB is locs.t~d $.t P~l"rl rtor.(Co"1 11 S~C. (li~") to mro ()h2;:>4~ l~CF: If:i8A6 

(ltd 11 1[0" 144). 


11-17-44 - 1 Oct'44 report of 116th CB - operating at HAS Barbers Pt. t Oahu. Report endorsed 
by 35th Regiment. 

1~-7-44 - 1 NOyl44 report of 116th CB - operating at HAS Barbers Pt. - in 35th Reg. 39 men 
men on TAD trom NAS and 7 men on temporary duty from the 43ra CB. Report endorsed 
by H.A.B. 

,1-17-45 - 1 Dec l 44 repo~t of the 116th CB - Location not stated. Report endorsed by the 
35th Reg., 8th Brg., H.A.B. 

2- 7-45 - 1 Jan'45 report of the 116th CB _ located in Hawaiian area. Report endorsed by 

the 35th Regiment. 


-2-15-45 - 'l'hlt llr-th CB orr'!'n".d detached from 35th Peg. 27 Jan 145 to np'Jrt to th~ 7th F... p'. 

for duty.(8th lirg. conf. itr Su. 0-69 to GinO 116th CB dtd 25 Jan'''':5 to t''1~ Gille 
l16th OB). 

2-17-45 - The 116th CB is located at Pearl Hbr.(Com 14 Sec. disp to CNO 0810Hi }i"~b'45),. 
a-26-45 - 1 Feb' 45 report of the 116th CB - located wit h HA.NCB and the 7th Reg. 
-27-45 --- The 116th CD assigned temp duty with the MarCorps fer a future Oenpac operation. 

Upon completion of assus.lt duties and when directed by CG 10th A.rJq to report t. 
ComOenstruction Troops for further aesignment.(Comservpac Sec. disp to Cincpoa 
2319U Feb'45 lefl Cincpoa 150005). 

3- 6-45 - Comservpac requests arrangements to transport the 116th CB to Hilo. Desires it to 

reach destination by 1 M~'45. (Con! Disp from Comservpac to PO Pearl 250Z11 Feb) 

Location - 1!I!I!s. He.waH 116th C.B.· 

-3-20-45 ­ The 147th CB tor tank farm work is to replace the 116th CB. (Comserforpacflt
Sec ltr 00100 dtd 10 Mar'45 to CNO) 

4-14-45 - 1 Aprl45 report of the 116th CB - 700 men moved f'rom Barbers Pt. to Hilo in Mhrch. 
-4-16-45 - 1 Apr'45 report of the 7th Beg. - The larger parts of the 98th &l16th CB had been 

lloTed to the staging area by 31 Mart 45. 
5- 1-45 - 116th CB located at BAS Barbers Pt., Oahu. Tent assign Marines. (Dirpeedocks P 

Sec Rep of 1 Apr'45) 
-5- 8-45 - The 116th CB is shown located with 5th Amph Corps (temp d~ty), assigned Okinpw~ 

on the Birpacdoclcs·See Rep of 15.Apr'45. " .r 
5-19-45 ­ 1 Mar'45 report of 8th Brig states that 116th CB is located at Guam. ti ' 

5-19-45 ­ 1 Mart

45 report otl16th CB - located at Barbers Point. Report end. by 7th Beg ,.
'th Brig. . 

6-7-45 - The 116th CB is located at Hawaii with the 5th MarDiv, 5th PhibsCorps. (Coc~~~v­
pee eonf spdltr 02787 .dtd 29 May l 45 to ONO) 

6-12-45 - 1 Jun'45 r~port of the l16th CB -locRtion not givan. Batt on Military ~rpin­
ing during, May'45. Report end. by 7t~ Reg. 

>-13-45 - Dirpaodocks SF sec rep of 15 MRy l 45 showsthe ll6th 0:.3 located 6t P.R - ass!€'ned 
Okinawe..' 

'S-2G-45­ 1 MEq'45 repot't of the 7th Reg. (Item 4) - The 116th CB moved from UA8 Barbers 
Pt to Camp Tarawa, Is of Hawaii. Movement was made in several echelons begill:l ­
ing 20 March with last arrival date at new station 16 Apr 1 45. 

7-13-45 - 1 Jul'4fi report of the 116th CB - Batt intra.ining status but also constructing 

reservoir at Camp Tarawa, Marine Camps, Island of HalfHil. Repo-rt via 7th Re€,. 
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LocDtion - ~ Sasebo, KYU~ 116th C.B. 


8-14-40 - 1 Aug'45 report of the 116th CD - Batt i 6 in &~ tra.ining stP.tus i'.t tr.e )::'BMrk~ 

time. .Engaged in projects at Crunp Tarawa. Heport vip the 7th Reg. 

10-18-45 - 1 Sept 145 report of 116th OB ... location not etat,ed. Repo rt via 7th Reg. Enrc-:.lt e 
to fwd.. a.rea except a off. & 39 men of the rear echo which remained at the U. 3.NAS 
Hilo. Hawaii. Departed from Hil0. HAwaii.T.R. 23 through 27 Aug'45. 

-10...18-45 - 1 Oct '45 report of 116th CB - location not stated. Report ViA 7th Reg. 116th OB 
in transit approx. 23 Aug to 22 Sept. from CRmP Tarawa. T.R. to Sasabo Aircraft 
Factory Area. Sasebo, Kyushu. Japan.

·10-30-45 _ 1 Oct l 45 report of 7th Reg .... 7th Beg. states the 116th CB landed in the Sasebo 
area with units of' the 5th Amph. Corps on Sept. 22. 23. 24. 

11-20-45 _ 1 NQv'45 report of' 116th OB - loca.tion not stated. Report viE' ?th Reg. 
12-21-45 _ 1l6th OB was inactivAted ~8 of' 5 Dec'45. (7th Reg. con! Itr sal' 05?O dtd 5 ~€C'45 

to OinC, 116th OB).
12-29-45 _ 1 Dec'45 report of 116th OB - loc~tion not stated. Report via 7th Re~. 
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DAft 011103. l:iI! A.\lTIIORI!Y 
30 Jun l 44 30 1026 Rec!'!,p. 
1 ~'44 30 1037 MoB. 
1 Sep'44 30 1038 MoB. 
10ct t 44 30 1023 Moll 

1 1'0'9"44 39 990 MoR 
1 Dec t 44 28 982 MoR 
1 J.'48 39 1004 MoB. 

~f9;H ,{,1 pr'46 ~ m \,\ 
aD 1ft JlIP625 , B.1...,'.

1 luta 3) 1018 BIH2S 
1 Jul.''''' 29 1010 BIIP826 ,,:a 
1 Auc l 4S 2'7 1005 1JI.P825 " II
1 S.pt'45 28 1006 BBP625 &: R 
1 Oct'45 28. 988 :B1lP62S &: R 
1 50'9'145 26 775 BNP625 &: R 
1 Dec'45 15 457 BNP62f5 & R 

116th Construction Battalion (INAC'lI!VATED) 
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HISTORv -- i16iH 

HE 1161H NCB w~S FORMED IN JLLy. 1943 01 LHMP ~~kk~. 
VIf"GINIA" IN AUGUST IT W~·;S SEl-H TO DH'./H~'v)lLLE. PHLlDE ISLHhtD 
WHERE 11 WAS COMMISSiONED IN AUGUST. 1943. NOVEMBER. 1943 WE 
WENT 10 GULFPOR1. MISSISSIPPI AND TRAINED IN AMPHIBIOUS 
LANDING AND MANEUVERS. DECEMBER. 1943 THE BAT1ALION SHIPPED 
TO PORT HUENEME. LIVED IN TENTS THERE AND SOME QUONSE1S. 
FEBRUARY. 1944 THE BAT1ALION SHIPPED TO OAHU. 

THE BATTALION SAW WHAT WAS LEFT OF PEARL HARBOR AT THIS TIME 
STILL NOT PUT TfJ8ETHEFL IT WAS 1::\ RE1'1INDER WHy WE WERE AT l,;.JAH 
WITH JAPAN. we WERE STATIONED AT BARBERS PT. WHERE WE BUILT 
COMPLETE ENGINE REBUILDING FACTOR, BASED UN FORD MorOR S ASSEMBLy 
LINE. AT THE SAME TIME WE HAD FOUR OTHER MAJOR PROJECTS GOING. 
EIGHT ENGINE TEST BLOCK HOUSES (SIGHT) GUNNERy RANGE. QUARPi FOR 
HOCKS TO REBUILD ROADS ?iND F'FiRKINt~ AREAS. BUTLER HUT t<J?iREHOUSES 
THAT WERE 40 FT. By 100 Fl. ALSO SOME PIER AND DOCK WURK. 

WE WERE FORTUNATE TO seE PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT IOURrH~ BABE. 
SPEAK TO SOME. SHAt:E fHE IF~; HANDS AND WI 8H IHEJ·1 [""ELL. HE rUf"NELj 
OUR SALUTE WITH STYLE FAMIL1AR TO MANy. THIS WAS PRIOR 10 HIS 
PASSING AWAY IN GEORGIA. 

IN 1945 WE WENT 10 fHE BIG ISLAND OF H{4W;lI Ohl !HE NI=-\'';Y l_UXUF'{ 
LINERS (LST S). WE WENT UP fO CAMP PAR~ UN THE PARKERS RANCH 1U 
JOIN THE 5TH MARINE DIVISION tlJHO WERE r.:.:ETUf.:N1NG fhCWI :two .JIHr-j. 
WE WENT INTO TRAINING FOR A BIG PUSH. WE DIDN! KNUW WrtERE. 
THE LAST OF JULV WE SHIPPED OUT ON LS1·S. APA. AND AKAS. UNE 
MORNING WE l>Jm<E UF HI\ID WE SAW SHlf' S FPIR t~SI HE E iF COULD SEt.• 
THEN WE I<NEW IT WAS 1-) BIG EVENT COMJNG UP. I~I SEI-1 WE Hor "[HE 
WORD THf.~1 JAPAN Hi~S SURRENDERED. WE FUUND our lfJE WERE t:.:iOING TO 
INVADE KYUSHIU JAF~N AT BLACK BEACH. 

INSTEAD WE WENT INTO SASABO OR WHAT WAS LEFT OF If FOR 
OCCUP?~TION. SOl'"lE r1EI\j WERE DETACHED TO GO fO CHlhlf.~!O WOhk WIll-! 
M/~F I NEB Elk I N8 I t''''G BAD:.. ,,:r ?\PRNESE PH 1 Sm,tERS. 

THE BATTALION SlAVED AT THE BASEBO NAVEL ACAUEMi IILL If WAS 

DECOMMISSIONED IN FEBRUARy. SOME MEN STARrED HUME IN NOVEMBER IN 

A SLOW TRICKLE. BY FEBRUARV. 95% OF THE MEN WERE GUNE. 

REMAINDER WERE lRANSFERRED TO OTHER OUTFITS. 


A FEW MEN IN MINNISOTA GOT 10 SEEING EACH OTHER AND STAR1ED TO 
HAVE SMALL REUN I DNS I N THE: 1 9}'O . s. ! HEhl n WHO Ht:;.Ll' r:.',Efh iI.AlU 
yEAF:S SOME vJHERE r N (4f'.!O fHER LOc;~ I I UI''Il. r'IUhE r'lE.r'lBEh.:::> WEhE F uUNV 
LIVING IN VARIOUS PARTS OF lHE U. S. (HE 8Ml r~LIUN Sl~A1ED ~b~VING 
r HE kEUf.~ IONS IN fHE HOME 8 TArE:. OF I HE::. HiJS r NENk:H::.h" I !-··JEkEtJ Y. 

GETTING TO KNOW MORE PEOPLE AND SEE MORE PL~CE~. IN fHE 1~d0.8 

DUE TO THE AGE OF THE MEMBERS. 11 WAS DECIDED 10 Hf4VE IHE REUNIUN 
E'.JEH y '/Et-IF<:. SO ~"E COULD BE WIT H OUf:C Ff~ J ENDS ,. rJVE:.h ! HE,:,·rEf.H;S j"lHi'!', 

OF lHE MEMBERS HAVE PASSED OM. By C~JNr WE FIGURED WE H~VE LUST 



UUF h~EUN H.it,!~: i"iri'... E !:IF.:.Ej.j HEU) n.i f'"EN1Li i L 'JHIH H" r:.:1"'i!..J.1..Jt:. 

I bLhND. FLU!-;, llJfi. f'lhSbHC;HUESE I i ~;j. tL

) 1 ~:iu..JNS.l f·~. LULUh;·1!.!u. 

UTAH. IDAHO. WASHINGI(~. CALIFOkNIH. lLLINUl • 

f'lAPYLAI,lV. 8m.rlh L~.:;f~:OLH~f.;. '''Ev'''"!LilA. nH~NE~:iLil fe,. ~':lHL' .t 

FORGET WHERE ELSE. 

WE HOPE 10 HOL.D tHE REUN I DN TILL I HE:. U\S! I'U"\N IlJl-iLI iJ.i 1L.t.. !;:it:.IIIJ 
DRINK fHE BOTTLE UF BRANDY BEING HELD FOR IHAl 0CC~blUN. 
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z.~ I·Lr~r. to 
~.,.,,,..15 ...;;,........ 19·15 


, Aug!. 1945 

Trwusi'errecl froll1 Ot-un? ? eary) 1lnlier'lsburg, 
Virgi to C;:unl) bncb·)ttt Da.visYi21e. P... I. 

Gulfyort, 

Dssarted for overseas. 

ortec. .to 2n~_ !~8.V"~ CQTlstruction 3rigr,de, 
?ec.::~l }l:a!'"bozr-. 

2::'a.tin.:; J:l'o,!.uoi3 ?oirl.t. 
POint. 

beginning ~O 2·[;1·C'2. ;Ti~,h 12~;3t arri'~l':?""l d.:?-:a at ne~l 

st.~t3.on is 1.:71"11 le45~ 
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