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111th C.B.

HCT6 - Peary HCPEC - Dovisville

ABD - Davisville . ABD - (Tavisvilie)

Ready Date - 25 Jan'44 Ready late - 1 Feb'45

Left ABD - 29 Jan'44 . Left ABD - 16 Jen'45(left soston

Location UnitelKingdom - Rlammeuth Location = Leyte 16 Jan'4b5),
106

w—————

Budocks requests transfer from Pesry to Emilcott on 1 Auz'43. (Bwocks 1tr to

CNO dtd 27 Jul'43)

CHO orders 111th CB transferred to ABD Davisville on 10 Sen'43. (Donf. Diep.

042041 WCR 9423 from VONO to Endicott dtd 5 Sep'4d)

111th CB left AED 29 Jan'44. (WRK)

1 Mar'44 report of 111th C3 - located in United Kingdom ares.

5 off. and 268 men of Det. 1048 attached to the 111th CB - disbanding the 1048. .
(Rest. Disp. from Comlencreb 1lth Phib 2323224 NCR 31653 24 Apr'44 to 0inC BED 1048/
From this dispateh the 111th OB is =t Plymouth.

The 111th CB is distributed as follows: Plymouth (hdgtrs), Fslmouth, Dertmouth,
and Swensea. (25th Reg. Daily Report dtd 31 Anr'44) :

1 Jun'44 report of 111lth CB - no info as to locatlon.

111th CB operated Rhino Ferries and pontoon tugs at OMAHA baginning on 3-dezéhr

Will continue on this assignment plus taking over the duties of 8lst 03 at UTAL

upon their arrival from that locmtion. This assignment 2lss includes the meint-

enance and %ﬁfratiqn of pontoon causeways. (ComNavEu Jec. Memo to ham. H. a. 3twrk
dtd 25 Jul'44)

111th C.B.

1 Aug'44 report of 111th CB - overating sbd meinteining Rhino Ferries, =lso
construction Camp and Operstional Hdaqtrs for NOIC Omaha Beach.

1 Sep'44 report of 25th Reg. - During August, the 11lth CB operated Rhino Perries,
Causeway and Beech (amn at Omaha Beach which has besn redesignated U.3. ¥Wawval
Advanced Base No. 11.

1 Sep'44 report of 111th CB - This bett continves to operated and mezintain Rhino
Perries, Couseways and tugs st OMAHA Beach. All construction recuirements =shore,
as well 23 meintensnce duties in connection with Havy ond SeaBee cenps zre serv-
iced by this Batt, A

The 111th OB with 35 off and 1000 men zre scheduled to return to the U,S. about

3¢ Oct'44.(Comnaveu Sec. disp. 071413 NCR 7672 to ONO Dtd 7 Oct'44).

1 Oct'44 repert of 25th Reg. - The 1l1lth (B opersted Rhino Ferries, Czusewsys =nd
the besch camp at USNAB Rleven.

The 111ith CB,with 14 officere snd 551 men, densrted on MT. TERNCN for Devisaville.
(Comnaven Conf. Disp. to PD N.Y. 181646 HCR 7522 dtd 18 Qet'44)

1 Cet'44 report of 111th OB - operzted Rhinn Ferries, Ceuseweys, »nd Tues ot

Omzha Beach during Sep'44. Report endorsed hy 25th Regiment,

Car, Jardine detached from the 2nd Ech of the 11lth CE and assigned as UinC of the
3rd Echelon of the 111th (B with a Strength of euorox 500 men for a svecial inlind
weterway project on the continent, Will retaln the desisnstion of the 11lth JE,
{Comnsven Sec, disp to Comphibsukay 241448 NCR 1658 dtd 24 Oct'44),

11-3=44 -~ 2nd Ech, of the 111th CB with B officers and 177 men émbarked on USS General

122544 ww

Squires for Davisville{Comnaveu conf. disp to PD N.Y. 211812 HLCF 8541 5%351 Fovlaa)

111th CB .st Sec.{(14 off, & 550 men re-ort Devisv, Irom gversens ' °° (ot
11lth G2 2nd 3ec. s ort, 176 arn —e-ovted Drvisac, Jros uverzess 170 .o 'L A TWilg
from Davisville to Bunars 2714272 Oct'44d & 1102195 Fnvléd, res-ectivelr, )
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111tk C.B.

11-8-44 - %he Trd Echelon of thelllth 03 is tn be returnsd to the TU.3. (Cormrven sec. _isyp.

to Comphibeudcay 0318564 NCR 784 dtd 2 Nuv'4dsg)
11-15-44 -~ The Ird Zen. of the 111th CF chasistin-

of emarox, Bl4 nmepn ordered $2 nrogsesd g
the U.3, wihen dirscted,(Corphibsuk monf. disr rir-ail ree N41A114 CF 1807

to the 13th Feo, and e 11i%h CE),
11-21~44 «= The 111th CB 1aft for U.$.713 Hov'aa (Comnnven crnf. dia- to ONO 1A174S U0R 4190 @

dtd 18 Nov'44),

1 Nov'44 report of 69th CB - The 69th relieved the 11lth of operation of Rhino

Ferries at Omaha Beach on 17 Oct'44.

11-27-244 < 18 o*ficers ~»nd 517 man of the Zrd Ech. of the 1llth CE dencried U K. <or U,3,
14 Nov'44,(Conneve conf, disn to CNO 211722 WOR C789 dtd 22 .iuv'a4),

12- 1-44 - 3rd Echelon of 111th CB reported NOTC Davisvil® on 26 Nov'44 from oversees with
17 officere and 514 men. (TWX 281757 from Davisville to Bupers dtd 28 Nov'44)

12wfi~44 == The 111th (B »srrived U, X, from Fronce 10 and 17 Oetlal, Tiret twn scheions
Asparted UK the 18th and 27th Oct'44,(13th Reg, monthlr renort “or Uct'ad),

1l -25-44 -

1-12-45 -~ Ciu proposes to assign the 111th CB to Com?flt whicn is supposed to arrive at
Deyte 15 Feb'45,(CHO Sec. disp to Cincpoa 051738 dtd 6 Jan'45).

1-13-45 -~ CHU 3ec, disp to Cinclant, Com 1 and NCTC Davisville 091800 dtd 10 Jan'45 -

Transfer the 11lth CB to Boston with orders to revort to the Is.Com 0SS0, 3hip

should be ready to sail 15 Jan'45, Cinrcpac requires 11lth CB at 0US30 by 20

Feb'45s, ‘

111th CB departed Dsvisville 15 Jan'45 in two sections. 1st Sec. 25 off. 611 men,

2nd Sec, 24 offs and 553 men,(NCTC Davisville TWY 152058 Jan'44 to Bupers).

111th(B

l-17=48 « The 111th (B reassigned to Com7flt inetead of Cincpom, 28th CB will replace the
111th CB assignment $o Cincpoa.(CNO See, 1tr Op30-2CK12-UOT over (SC)P16-5 over
Ser. 0016B30 $o Bupers & other d4td wnt45),

lw17-46 = The 11lth (B mast be ready to sail 16 Jar'45 and egrlier if possible,(Comservlant
Sec. disp to NOTC Davisville and Com 1 103049 dtd 21 Jan'45).

1-24-45 - The 111th CB with 49 officers and 1146 men boarded USS Semuel Chase(1f Jsn'45).(Port
Dirsctor Boston conf. disp to Comsopac 161824Z atd 17 Jan'45),

2-17-45 = The 11lth CB left Davisville 15 Jan'45, Embarked from Boston 15 Jan'45,(1 Fab'45
monthly report of the 11lth CB),
3-23-45 - 1 Har‘Z$ ;ggort of the 111th CB - Left HCTC Davisville on 15 Jen'45 and embarked .
from Boston 16 Jan'45. No info on present location. 7
4-10-45 - The 111th CB is located at Samar.(Com7flt Sec. disp to Cominch 250756 Mar'45).
4-18-48 ~ 1 Apr'45 peport of 111th CB - Ho location given. Disembarked from U.S.8, Samuel
Chase on 7 Murt*45. 4 officers & 80 nen departed this station on 29 Mar'4b & 2 offiers
%30 men Geparted on 23 Mar'4S. A
3-31.45 « The 111th CB setting up camp facilities at Oalicoan, (Comserfor?flt Sec Report for
Peb'48)
4-30-45 - Comserfor7flt Sec Rep of 1 Apr'45 shows the 111th CB Amph Detach at Calicoan, Samer,
Det of 2 off and 30 men at V-5; 4 off and 80 men at 0-1,
5~ 8-45 -~ The 111th CB is located at Samar. (Dirpacdocks S.F. Sec Rep of 15 Aprt45)
5-14-45 - 1 May'45 report of the 11lth CB - located at Leyte-Samar. 16 off. and 310 men on
forwd operations. The adm and operationsl control of the 111th CB was assigned to
0inC Constr Bn Service Units to which commend over 400 men are assigned on work

details on yard operations of the Constr Materisls Depot, Navy Base Samar. The
bal of approx 300 men are used for batt adm., camp const, and maint.
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Locztion - Szmar 111th C.RB.

5-22-45 - (D 2633 derarted for the 111th OB on 17 Mey'45 with 10 Men. (Huereme conf ajen
182241 May'45 to Bupers)
52845 - The 111th CB arrived Calicoan, Semer on 8 Mer'45 according to Jomserfor/flt lec
Rep for Mer'45)
6-13-45 - Dirpacdocks ST sec rep of 15 Mey shows the 111th CB at Semar with X detachments
on forwd operstions. '

6-14-45 - 1 Jun'45 report of the 11lth CB - 1located at Leyte-3smar with 25 off. snc <F1
men on combat operations. Batt hes e-signed to the 0inC CB Service Units 200
enl men for work details on Yard Operst ions of the Constr Mater Dept, lavy rrse
Guiuen. One detachment wes assigned to Mindaneso operrtion--the convoy densried
Morotal on 19 April and resched Mindanso on 22 April. One detackment on OXE 1
operation (Tarakan).

7-10~45 -~ 1 Jul'45 report of the 11lth CB - located =t Leyte-Samar. 200 men assirned to
CinC CB Service Units for work details on yard operations of the Const Mater

Depot, Navy Base Guiuan., Batt has assigned personnel to 4 amph operations 2as
follows:

Operation #1 - 2 off. 30 men

Operation #2 - 7 off. 140 men

Operation #3 - 7 o£f. 140 men

Operation #4 - 14 off. 280 men
Personnel assigned to Ore rations #3 and #4 have not retd to this base as yet,
7-27-45 - The 111th CB is located et Ssmrr. (C°T 7th Flt See Rep far June)
7-30-45 - Operational control 111lth OB transferred 25 Jul'45 to Comphibspac. Administrative

control remains with Comserv7thflt.(Comserv7thflt conf diapatch 270041 Jul'45 to

CNOB Leyte:)’
Location - leyte-Samar 111th C.B,

8-6-45 - The 11lth CB reported to Comphibspac for operation temp duty. 11th C= con® uls
310528 July to Comphibspee) ) )
8-11-45 - Request you direct 0inC 11lth CB to report for adm control by alsp to inC
Z6th Reg. . (Comservpac sec disp 210211 July to Com7flth) .
§-15-45 - The 111th CB was trsnsfd to the control of Comrhibspac on 25 Jull4S. (Gom”:Ey,\
conf report on CB organization in Leyte-Samar area ser 04296 dtd 26 July to Lo,
8-1¢-45 -« 1 Aug'45 report of the 111th CB - located at Leyte-Samaer. 14 off. and 281 men
on forwd operations with Task Force #5., The 11lth CB hes had sssigned to the
0inC CB Service Units 200 men as work details on yerd operztions of the Const
Materiala Depot, Navy Base Guiusn. This work ssslenment wes comnleted 20 July
and the men have been placed on pontoon training. It is expected that persou:rol
who participated in Operation #4 will be retd to the batt by 7 Aug.
9-11-45 ~ 1 Sep'45 report of the 1llth CB - location not given, 2 off, and 66 men on for-
ward operations with Task Parce #6., Report via the 36th Reg and 5th Brg
9.14-45 - Adcomphibspsc 1s authorized to release the 11lth = 1 Cet'4B. (DJaompiibs ro oonf
disp 110400 3ept'48 o Adconmphibspac).
¥-18-45 - 11lth located =t 3amer. (1 3ept'45 report of 36th neg).

e o

9-20.45 . Ens. Gilardina & 22 men are directed to proceed & board USS LST 913 for TAD in
connection with csuseway operetions & such other TAD as may be assigned. Upon
completion will report back to 0inC, 111th CB. (0inC, 36th Reg conf orders for
TAD dté 4 Sept'45 to Ens. Giardina via 111th CB).

10-2-45 -

9 officers of 111th CB are directed to proceed immediately & board U33 LST 970 for
TAD in 2onnection with causeway oge
B

ratiocns. (0inC, 36th Reg. conf TAD order g
7 Sept '45 to 9 officers of 11lth % ® o

).



lLocation - Leyte-Samer 111th CB

10-8-45 -~ 1 Oct'4b report of 111lth CB. Location th stated. Report via 36th Reg. &5th Brg.
34 men were transferred for discharge uner the point system.

10-10-45 - 11llth CB to be inactivated. Advise Gomserv?ac when insctivation is completed.
Comservpac conf spdltr ser 05511 dtd 5 Oct'45 to Philseafron).

3-1-46 - 11llth CB inactivated 12 Nov 45 at Semar. (0inCC Navy 3149 to 111(B ser 01687 of
12 November) - per Dirwestpacdocks conf, Teport of 10 February 1946,

INACTIVATEX
: - OF_BOARD

DATR ‘ OFFICERS R AUTHORITY
1 Jﬂ]ﬁ 44 3 FX7 B

1 kagiadq : £§ 1257 %‘F’ézs & MoR
1 Sep'44 39 1253 MoR

1 Octtadq 32 1251 MoR

1 Feb'45 49 1143 BNP625 & R
1 Mart45 50 1136 MoR

1 Apr'48 50 1026 MoR

1 May'4s 50 1138 MoR'

1 Jun'4s 681 BEP625

1 Jul'45 25 750 BNP625 &4 R
1 Aug'45 876 BNP635 & R
1 Sept!45 1076 BNP625

1 Oct'45 35 634 BNP625 & R

111tk Construction Battalion (Pontoon) (ISACTIVATED)
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Det. 1048 left ABD Davisville 5 Apr'44. Was

combined into the 111th CB at Plymouth latter pert
of Apr'44.
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HE story of the 111th began in July 1943 at Camp Peary

near Williamsburg, Va. The Battalion was soon organized
into Headquarters Company and four regular companies: A, B, C and D.
Following the tentative assignment of officers and chiefs, preparations
were begun for the first move—to Camp Endicott. Personnel were
checked along with their 1.D. cards, “dog tags,” gear, and the historical
significance of their last “shots.” There was the general confusion always
attendant to -shoving off, regulations about personal appearance, stow-
ing gear, and a multitude of other things. After a last minute check-up
of everybody and everything, we stood train muster. As a matter of
fact, we stood train muster no less than four times with a view to
making matters foolproof; for every man had to be in his proper place
when the time came to go aboard the troop trains. Just when things
seemed squared away some CPO would stick his head into the bar-
racks, shouting: “All hands fall in for train muster!” This procedure
began on Saturday, July 31 and continued until Sunday when our
“Three Aces” Battalion finally moved out of Peary to Camp Endicott,
at Davisville, Rhode Island.

Here we were re-introduced to the art of close order drills. Riflle
practice, commando tactics, classwork and long marches under full
pack also became a part of daily routine. We learned to use 0-3's, be-
came adept with bayonets, mortars and machine guns, and toughened
up on rough-and-tumble fighting. During liberty it was a familiar sight
to see closely-cropped heads (the “old man™ was rabid on the idea!)
bent over a barbecue pit. Workouts of our faststepping championship
basketball team provided real entertainment. Boxing, for which we won
three cups, and soft ball were also popular. Our boxers took bouts from
the 129th Battalion, the 130th twice, and the Quonset Air Station

~ team. Hedron 9 took their bout with us. From reveille to taps—we

worked hard, played hard to toughen ourselves for the big push ahead.

One Friday night the loud speaker system wamned that reveille would
be at 4:30 a.m. and that everything was to be in readiness for our hike
to Sun Valley. Saturday moming it rained—not just ordinary rain—but




solid sheets of water deluged the camp for hours. “Foul weather gear”
of oilskin coats, pants and sou’westers had been recommended for Sun
Valley, but the bright days at Endicott plus the misleading name of our
destination, led many of us astray. Amid gentle cursing, the unfor-
. tunates frantically unpacked their duffelbags, diving for main clothes
‘which invariably were down at the bottom of the pack.

~At the cost of aching bodies and sweat-drenched clothes, we wound |
—, our way through wooded areas, over stony trails and rutted roads of so-
ﬁlled quamt New England. Out in front was Lt. Comdr. Jardine,
Officer-in-Charge of the 111th and Captain of the “Three Aces,” leap-
.mg from crag to crag like an Alpine veteran, always signalling for more
speed. We saw then what we were to witness later again and again.
Whatever the danger, Jardine’s men will never be ordered anywhere
that he won't lead them. By this time we had become accustomed to
‘his unexpected appearances about our area at ungodly hours; his mania

Resting was the best part of the march




. brightly-shined shoes and smooth shaves; his uncanny knack of |
knowing hundreds of men by name. We came to know him for the
I leader that he is.

ter a week-end of relative leisure at Sun Valley, a 5 o’clock reveille
onday moming was followed by rigorous physical training ex-
and slow fire practice. Despite the crowded schedule we found
somehow for sports. Basketball and soft ball games were scheduled
the units. Horseshoe enthusiasts ‘and “grudge fights” held
‘Our band, which later gave us much pride as well as‘enjoyment,
to function. So ended our first conditioning excursion to Sun

Soon we were back at Endicott and routine training was resumed.
ile these activities proceeded, the Transportation office was com-

the several barbecues we enjoyed at Sun Valley

& 20




Everything worked out smoothly and on Sunday, August 20th, they left ;5
for New York by special “Liberty Train” and from that point scattered
toward their homes in 30 different states. By Sept. 8 all had returned to -

ors at a dress parade ceremony. It was a gala occasion. Even the
NCTC band, somewhat “fed up” from playing for similar events, outdid -
itself ‘when the men ohserved the professional marching of Jardine’s
hoe shine” battalion.

- Construction work was added to the program at the Advmmd Base
Depot along with field practice, lectures, movies and day and night
tactical maneuvers. Quonset huts and permanent buildings were con-
structed. By the time the second trip to Sun Valley passed into the
111th’s history, the Battalion newspaper “HERE NOW!” had been
organized and many social activities were developed. However, addi-
- tional trmmng exercises were thrown in just to kecp our minds on the
- job ahead.

i

the fold. The next day the 111th was commissioned and received its




last we were given a chance to prove our worth. A run to “No-
d Island” off the coast of Maine was the objective. The
Naval Air Corps was in need of grounds and special targets for

or use by aircraft units in the Fleet Air Detachment were needed.
e Air Corps had no means for expeditiously making these in-
, the 111th was assigned the job, and with it, the honor of

ng the first “Acorn” battalion of the Seabees—the first to be assigned
- unit to the Naval Air Corps. It consisted of building an air strip,
ets for testing rocket firing by aircraft, and control towers for air
tions. Preparations started immediately while supplies and huw}
aqmpment including bulldozers, trucks, tractors and graders were
‘brought in. Company “D”, augmented by specialists from our other
ompanies, was chosen for the job. Two LCT's shuttled between the
igned sector, called Island “X,” and Davisville. Loading and unload-
carried on as rapidly as weather permitted. 'We landed on 2
December day and the crew immediately established a temporary
Chow consisting of beef stew, bread, coffee and liberally seasoned
sand was served on the beach. In short order a permanent mess
up and we gathered together what were to be our comforts of
inside quickly pitched pyramidal tents. Some men found what
termed “greater comfort” in the old sheep barns and chicken houses
t adorned the site upon arrival. A few found much desired warmth
small caves dug info the ground. But soon our newly constructed
Quonset huts provided more comfortable living quarters for everyone.
Rain, snow and cold sharp winds made working conditions difficult.
“Often we were wet to the waist during an entire shift. Scuttlebutt had
it that this tiny island was a haven for herds of deer, flocks of ducks and

\c received our colors at a formal dress parade review

111th Battalion at commissioning wmomes |
8 September 1943

25




& Above left) Unloading LCT's at

4 Despite unfavorable conditions
No Man's Land Island”

we feasted on turkey

geese, and hundreds of rabbits. However, the followers of Isaac Walton
were doomed to disappointment for it was soon discovered that this
sports haven existed only in the mind of the Battalion jokester. The
deer turned out to be three old sheep, the ducks were mud hens, and the
rabbits—just large belgian hare that could be caught by hand after a
short chase over the bush covered termin. '

Midnight of December 10 brought near disaster. A fifty mile per hour
wind developed which carried away many tents in its fury. It also
played havoc with the steel pontoon pier which, powered by the wind,
cast off and floated away. The really sad result of this storm which
touched the heart of everyone, was the death of “Scuttlebutt” the
company mascot—a lovable little puppy. He died of pneumonia.

By the middle of ]anuary the camp—complete with air strip, roads,

picr, and targets—was given its final inspection by the Naval Air Corps,
pronounced satisfactory, and turned over to its permanent occnpants.

ds bowed in prayer on Christmas Day 1943
29




It was a job well done with the usual Seabee speed and finesse. An}
official commendation was ours! 4

Upon our return to Davisville it began to lock as if we were to “hold”
Rhode Island for the duration. With the long stay in A.B.D., morale
threatened to nosedive. Then suddenly, everyone was restricted. This
could mean but one thing—imminent duty on some foreign shore. The
embarkation date was set, personal gear secured, and hasty letters (say- @8
ing so little and yet so much) were mailed. Two train sections pulled 3§
ont for New York City on 30 January 1944. Within a few hours we
were going aboard the Cunard Line’s converted luxury liner “Mauret-
ania,” now the large British Army transport which was to camry us
across the Atlantic. Our ship was filled to capacity when she shoved
off early the next moming. The Army had embarked first, thus the
“luxury spaces” must have been claimed by the Doughboys. It soon

Permanent camp in the background with the Seabee tents in front




Battalion assembled for reading of commendation

became evident that we were not to experience the luxurious accom-
modations described so vividly by the Cunard Lines pre-war travel
folders. Huddled together in deep holds, living revolved around two
meals a day amid unavoidable congestion, emergency drills, nausea and
finally the rough Irish Sea. If the trip was “highlighted” by anything,
it was seasickness! With the end of this memorable cruise within sight
the old adage “time and tide wait for no man” was witnessed in reverse,
while we spent three restless days at anchor awaiting the calm weather
andnhxghbdcwhmﬁmliyallowedtheshptodockathverpoolm
« 11 February. We were in England!




PON armival in England we found ourselves assigned to
: the Thirteenth Regiment, The 111th Battalion was lit-
ally torn apart. Groups of our men were dispatched all over Scotland
England. We were not assembled together again in one group
til D-Day. Company A was attached to Headquarters, Company B
nt to Falmouth, Company C to Dartmouth and Company D was
dered to Roseneath, Scotland until 28 February when it, too, joined
eadquarters in Plymouth..

t first the various detachments were assigned preliminary construc-
‘work—nothing especially new, just jobs that had to be done. Then
‘the important news! The 111th was designated a Pontoon Bat-
n~to build its own craft, train its own crews, invade the continent.
impossible been asked? Could we build and outfit innumerable
ferries and tugs, repair barges and warping tugs? Could we ade-
train signalmen, coxswains, deck hands, firstaid men? Were we
to run the necessary experiments, master the difficult maneuvers
and meet the scheduled deadline? This job had to be done—
s donel From dawn to dark the 111th Seabees in Plymouth, Fal-
and Darmouth really bore down. Night shifts were thrown in
henever security would permit. We built our own craft plus six for
¢ British and 13 for the 81st Battalion. Even the lack of material and
shortage of equipment didn’t slow us down.

We set up a training school at Falmouth with accelerated courses in-
ship, signals, and other technical subjects. Every man eligible
crew duty, including cooks, bakers, storekeepers and yeomen, was
“through the school to gain practical experience in handling our
ion craft—Rhino ferries, and tugs, and the repair barges. :

seamamhxpwasnmrytoopcmteﬁ:acbulkyharges The
'/ferry is a big, awkward barge assembled out of sheet-steel pon-
. It requires expert handling. Six- pontoons wide and 30 long,

X by two large outboard motors, it carries 500 tons at a speed
between two and three knots per hour under full power if ideal
er conditions prevail.

The tugs are smaller—three pontoons wide and six long. Powered

‘two inboard motors, they are easier to mancuver, having been de-
med to aid the fat-topped Rhino in “martying,” beaching and re-
g from the shore.
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Dartmouth’s nn abiy yard

Entirely designed and built by the 111th Battalion, the repair barge
was of immeasurable assistance to the Rhinos and other small craft in
need of help. It was six pontoons wide and 30 long, and a Quonset .
hut was secured amidships. These repair barges paid immense divi-
dends in the action that was to follow.

For all operations we were under the 25th ngment During our
training and building program, we took part in threc maneuvers:
“Beaver” on 29 March, “Tiger” on 23 April and “Fabius” on 3 May.
One of these practice sessions turned out to be a small sample of the real
thing. A convoy, of which the 111th was a part, was attacked by Ger-
man “E” boats off Dartmouth. Though the LST's at the head of the
convoy bore the brunt of this attack, this experience left a clear im-
pression of what was ahead. These tasks gave us practical experience
“in working with the craft—soon to shove off for the Normandy coastline.
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Falmouth yard

mies” the LST. 'This is accomplished by maneuvering the Rhino’s

around to the bow of the LST, remaining secure in this position
the LST has discharged her load of men and equipment (300 to
0 tons). The Rhino then heads for the beach, preferably at high tide,
nloads, and then while still at high tide retracts from the beach to
t grounding. Although “marrying® was thought to be best
accomplished in water no rougher than a 4-foot sea, on D-Day when the
chips were down, the Rhinos proved it could be done in six feet of surf]
The zero-hour was approaching, the men were ready, and the last
4 onweekwasqmcklyconmedmtheﬁnaloutﬁmngatour
embly point near Portland, England. The curtain was about to rise
y omﬁrstsceneofmlachonl
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UR motto—" Constmmm Batuimus” (we buﬂd,weﬁ@u)
mmm:hmmdenceonD-Day Even the cover sheet on

ing his three-pronged weapon ashore. The Naval Amphibious Force
‘was, in effect to do just that—rise above the waves, land its supplyladen
- craft, crash through the mighty Wermacht defenses, and establish a

. guns to do this job.
~ The openation of the 111th called for departure from Portland on
5 June. The 20 Rhino ferries, Rhino Tugs, repair barges and warping

bynowpromotedto(}ommandcr was in command of all Senbmdmmg
the invasion—~those on “Utah” beach as well as our own men at the
nowfnmous “Omaha™ beach. Ouxﬂectmovedoutmtmmvoys,ﬂte
; mgwﬂymthemmng,themndafewheutshm Preceded

nel. The ‘Dan”hwysarelummousatmghtandm&theas—

one tug when it was ¢ut loose about half-way across.

the “top secret” orders symbolized our will to win. “OPERATION
NEF’FUNE”:twuealled,andalﬂ:ongb ctuddydtawn,keyoﬁmm,
impressed by an illustration of Father Neptune, trident in hand, rising
ﬁomﬂuewavm,sunhngdownamwallthhhxsle&ﬁstnndbmndmh-“

~ beachhead. Itmommponmbﬂntytopntashomthchnh,pepsmé N

tugs were manned, ready at the appointed time. Our CO, D. C. Jardine, - |

by minesweepers which marked a broad path with “Dan”hmys,zo"f
BT:eachtowmgaRbmohargeandtugsetoutacmﬂmEngluh

mhnccofacompassonenmdmthmchanneltm&c pmbab&ymred E

ﬁehlghmscamdmanytugstobuakawayfrmnﬁ:wkhmm,“




 Pre-invasion dinner in Plymouth, England

mghtandfcwfoundortookanyo?pmtumtyhosleep Onetugbroke
loose five times, another became fouled in channel buoys. Still another |
tug that broke away eady in the night miraculously navigated to France
on its own, reporting for duty the next moming. Our 111th Battalion,
as a vital unit of Task Force 122, mchedﬂzczcmthofxtshstmyon
D-Day and the tumultous days that followed the initial landmg on
Beach “Omaha.”

Our orders called for rendezvous in the transport area about 15 miles
off the coast of Normandy. The first convoy arrived there at H minus
3 hours; the second finally took its place about H plus 8 hours, the delay
owing to mechanical difficulties during the trip.

The entire Rhino fleet constituted an amuﬁ wave which was to
unload the LSTs as soon as the transport area was reached. At H-hour |
each was to proceed shoreward to the line of departure, roughly about. -
2000 to 3000 yards off the coast. There they would be met by control
ships (mostly PT’s) and directed to their respective beach sectors. It
was assumed that the first wave of assault troops, after hitting the beach
from small landing craft, would have penetrated sufficiently to clear the
beach for our landing of equipment and supplies. Things just did not
work out that way. The confusion resulting from the enemy’s withering
fire upon the first assault wave forced the Rhino's to play catchas
catch-can with conditions as they found them. The usual response
from a control officer when asked by a Rhino officer where to go was: |
“God Knows!” or “Use your own judgment!” When nearing the shore,

Rhino crews often spotted an individual who might or might not have

been the beachmaster. In any event, no matter who it was, they would
hear him yell above the deafening blast: “Two damned hot! Get the ;
hell out of herel” .

Admittedly the toughest bcnch}md of the i mvasmn, ,“Omahl" wnsr '
about 434 miles long. waedﬁomthem,:tsleftﬁankmmarbd
by the villages of Post-en-Bessin and St. Honorine des Pertes, and its |
right flarik by Pointe de la Percee and Point du Hoe. Between these
two sectors we could see valleys leading down from a platean reaching
the sea in a bold chalk cliff and topped by a rugged 200-foot bluff.
Since the beach area was dominated by the bluff, there was no effective |

cover, except for a scattering of houses. This was the sort of termin our .

landing craft approached in a heavy, choppy sea, near the high point :
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Marriage was made with great difficulty:Notice the port knee torn off

ofabdeeshmatedatl?toZSfeet. OmRhmomspaxtkmns
mngupauﬂdmthcbachméxngaousmmmnﬂymthc
lockout for a spot where they could dump their loads. All “D”-day long
only nine Rhinos and five tugs managed to get equipment ashore, some

after dark. The others had to return to their LST's or pass the night

clsewhere at sea. It was not until the moming of D-Day plus 1 that -~
supplies commenced going ashore with any regularity, and even then the

beachwasadath—ladenhellthatmdeeverymmeumlmzardous

Inthenmntxme,ArmyRangm,demolmmumtsandb&chbat- ;
talions of both the Army and Navy, the infantry and shock troops hit |
the beach. The only protection they had from the shells that whizzed
around them were the weapons they could carry, a low parapet of shale

atthew:ter'sedge,andmwm“guts“toseethemﬁxmgh

backmg in for “Marriage” with LST
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Ferry on D-Morning

Right on their heels—for they were Eixmed down behind their barrier
of shale by withering fire—came our show, clumsy Rhino barges with the

light artillery and other equipment that would be needed by the Army
vanguard, Time and again the Rhinos and their attendant tugs were |

waved away from the shore by frantic beachmasters. We could not
unload until the battling doughboys made a little headway from the
waters edge. Our big pontoon ferries tangled with “hedgehogs”
(underwater obstacles of steel rails), “ramps,” logs, with mines attached,
and other enemy contrivances so placed to make our landings difficult.
All types of craft were being blown to bits, battered by German eighty-
eights, by captured French seventy-fives, and by machine gun and rifle
fire from the cliffs. But the Rhinos and tugs of the 111¢h kept coming
on in, bearing the tanks and “cats” and light artillery so sorely needed
during those first critical hours.




ROM D—Day until the Army had driven scvetal miles
inland, our 111th Battalion made history. |

In a stiff wind, over sand bars and runnels, despite mines and ob-
stacles everywhere, we landed and unloaded our Rhinos. “Jerry” threw
everything he had—and that was plenty! There were pill boxes and gun
emplacements, and mortars coughed along the cliffs. Each ravine was
commanded by enfilading guns in practically impregnable underground
emplacements, and from further back the dreaded eighty-eights spewed ‘
their powerful loads of death our way. Machine guns clattered, snipers
picked off choice targets in our midst, and rifle fire was constant from the T
deep trenches all along the scaward slopes of the bluff. ‘ -

Our deeds less spectacular than our Army comrades, and snﬁenng
fewer casualties (due more to the grace of God than anything!) again,
again, and again, we grimly forced our way to shore, beached, unloaded,
retracted, and fought back to the supply ships through mme-mfested
waters, to return with other loads. To meet the acute need for supphcs
on the beach, the Rhinos worked mcessantly, our crews remaining on
duty for as long as 90 hours without relieft The single fact that every
tank, gun, bulldozer, and other equipment that got ashore during the
first days of the invasion rode in on the back of a Rhino bcspealcs the
importance of our role in Operation “NEPTUNE.” '

About the only peril we didn’t encounter was the mnch«cxpected‘ :
Luftwiffe. There was, to be sure, considerable strafing from Nazz :
planes for the first few days and nights, but “Jerry” never came over m
formidable numbers. Since the fire from shore emplacements was so
great, the occasional bombs, dropped mines, and machine gunning
from the planes failed to make much nnpmsxon upon our embattledi
sailors.

Against all this, we fought on. The few light tanks that'got ashore
with the first assault wave gallantly tried to storm the pillboxes, but
were instead blasted to bits. Then the Navy battlewagons, cruisers,
destrayers and gunboats threw caution to wind, and the Army was given
its slim chance. Ignoring all factors of tide and sand bars and current,
these sublimely reckless fighting ships moved far inshore to manges
reckoned at hundreds of yards and slugged it out point blank with
cliff fortifications. All the while, the Army’s pitably thinned ranks oﬁ
soldiers were on their toes, charging up the valleys, scaling the very
bluff and taking Nazi gun emplacements by hand-tohand encounter.
It was suicidal, it was magnificient, it was impossible—but it succeeded.
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we renovate

OT many assault troops were left, hutthesumvorswon

the bach and grimly hung on until our Rhinos brought
ordnance and reinforcements. With the initial landing of the Rhmos, B
bulldozers were put ashore for anchoring the boats and assisting in the . |
retraction operation. In addition to this, we assisted the Army in- c:l&rt S
ing the beach of obstructions, building road outlets and pulling vehicles 4
ashore. During the 10 days following D-Day, our Rhinos and tugs had :
brought 16,000 vehicles, 25,000 tons of ammunition and supplies, and
32,000 troops ashore. The task was endless, conditions under whlch
we worked were hazardous.
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Pontoon Causeways were built and operated by the 1006th. Detachr :

ment, veterans of Sicily and Salemo, who were relieved the first pmt

of July by our 111th Seabees. The Causeway, a sunken pontoon pier,

jutted ﬁnger -like out into the artificial harbor, thus assisting in the Iand
ing of ever-increasing supplies.

A camp detail detachment of 82 men from the 28th battalion ami
eight men from our own Headquarters Company coming from: Milford
Haven, Wales on the Bemard Carter arrived off “Omaha” Beach on
7 June. Through some mix-up, the Headquarters contingent landed on
the wrong beach. After a difficult wading trip from LCVP’s, they were
obliged to make a long march along a mine infested beach with heavy
packs before they reached the site selected for their bivouac. Atop -
a cliff they found the Milford Haven detachment well dug in and pitch-
ing their “pup” tents. Though spending a restless first night in Nor-
mandy, during which they experienced a mild sample of German strafing,
- the next day (D4) saw preliminary steps taken for estzbhshmg a
6000-man bivouac. Zig-zag slit trenches were dug as a protection against
the nightly air raids, and all hands not busy at this work were engaged
in digging individual holes, erecting orderly rows of “pup” tents near
the trenches, or laboring with other details. Mine fields, too, had to be
cleared. It soon became apparent that some misunderstanding mstcd .
concerning the extent to which the fields had been cleared, for numerous
anti-personnel and a few anti-tank mines were encountered both in the
bivouac area and at the camp site, which, to say the least, made life

‘interesting! Shelters were built, and soon the camp was equipped to

feed and clothe the men. Accommodations were furnished for 850 small
boat crews, 650 British survivors, 120 men from the 1006th Detachment,
125 of the 146th Battalion and 400 miscellaneous survivors. Although
the 6000-man capacity of the camp was never reached, even more than
that number could have been handled by the flexible organization de-

- vised by those in charge. Battalion Hmdquartcrs and our officers were -

maintained in the B.O.Q. area adjacent to the main camp. Full use was -
made of elaborate underground installations that had been so. can:fully
planned and developed by our German predecessors.

A severe storm interrupted our work on 20 June. It left the beach 2 a
twisted shamble of stecl. More than 270 ships, landing craft and barga
lay wrecked along the four-mile shore. Again, the 111th was called uyon
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to perform a task little short of a miracle. Again we met the challenge. |
Wxthmafcwdaysourrepmbargesandshmalvagecwwshndaﬂ of
the Rhinos and many other craft in smooth runaning order cartymg %
on their routine operations. .

In August we moved into our new camp site, living in comparative -
luxury. The Germans had been blasted from our doorstep, artillery |
fire could no longer be heard, and night enemy activity had practically |
ceased. We were now far removed from the combat area, dealing -
solely in supplies. Our Rhinos had long since tumed to unloading
liberty ships because the LST’s could now beach without difficulty.

Until 15 September 1944 we worked hard and long. On that day
we were relieved by members of the 69%th Construction Battalion and -
received orders to return to England. Our small part in the biggest of

all war shows was at an end.

The storm on Iunczﬁplayedhavocmﬂxaﬂ typesof boatsandleft the beacb
a nest of twisted shambles '




a final word

HUS the curtain fell on the first act. Since the Normandy

invasion, these gun-totin’ Rhino-ridin’ Miracle Men of the
111th Battalion have again been called upon to display their ability to
give and take in another theater of operation. Although they are a part
of the youngest branch of the Navy's forces, they are in a service that :
requires more special skills than all others. A tough outfit noted for 9
artistic cussing and tall-story telling, the Seabees cocky claim that they o
are the “first to land and the last to leave” can’t be disputed even by the | £
Marines. They're a rough-and-ready crew with a job to do—and they ]
do it! i

R




%

" {
&
g

1943 ¢ o ™ . calm and blue . . . rarely we sight a -
JUIY 23—111th USNCB COMIK SSIQA - 5 ""—- asional ¥ agn uﬁng whale or a predatory
A : .. posl iful, fiying fish abund-
gy rved traveling in
‘% for retanus and
o7 istxﬂ' anms . . .
[ session . . . pay
g we sail on
Myater hours

January 31 — Bary
June 6 — D-DH
France. ; =i
Octaber-November ‘ J
States In sections; mith ”m'ffx'f“f",""f"i‘,“
December — Perft - :
Endicott, D

t beam this
amond Head.
bor. Pawsed

Jamka
Docks at

cold, {5
onto (RN

Uss

A Bovrasuion  Anin 208 A A MARATS o SRR g NS e

i

g asmpan sty ook Jimr ot
) o F
f‘

:
{
i
t
i
S
§

*

ing g much warmer . . . in {2408 &
January 24 — Docked at C# .
Ol{)ﬂ . . . First close uplins

5 . G

i O Wt - S Yo A o 00 A




- Liberty for al

arry Island, officers 40y

afing, sports, beer 438 | R
” Ch thﬁ legs- oy *

. @b anchor. En g e 11ith b " th -
boy . . . and ‘ n 9¢h Divisign in JWAng blm}

At . RERTLIEA e entragee to Byuoss 153 ¥y 'Bomco. |
gh 2 — Flicved omlander JaWithe returns to the
4, targg ' Riter ser gasO-mCof the 111th since.
[ 1943 .. 8. meander Brook takes over
‘ A FE0 men aver 42 years leave for
T . |
= Fourth Pacific assault . .. Balik Papan,
sgifther Borneo oil center. Aussie 7th Division put
is one over {with 111th help). :

uly 4 — War Bond ¥

530,825

Jui t paid ino
, ) ‘?’ ol 1 dollar.
- 2 Y447 4 ‘ V' €
variety sh8 !
. theatre. ;
July 15 — New chapel §edicated ; Sgrma
Captain F. L. Albert, 7th Beet Chapld®®
July 25 — Lt. Commander Yook oﬂimally
, g 5 ignated as permanent O-in-C.
: Lo v . ... August 4 — Co. B Invaders Wa Cg
s ) o . softball league. |
P FH T Sy - August 6 — First atomic bomb d
March 23 — F; . .
leave camp. Sizeajll R 8 — Soviet Union joinsg
AB(}D yard, : , ) - Tokyo radio brg
April 1 — Jap scare ... B ! !
raid on Guivan . . . - ) . R
U“blcd. ——— Pmdeﬁt Tl’n
years, 250 days afty
s on Pearl Harbor,
in fact, the only one; TR X operations orde;
it 12— Laundry g B : ‘ Causeway g
il 17 — FDR S R ST i of Japan
alf-mast. R : CB. Mecz
il 22 — TS £ prg
¥ the Pacifigd B AR '
plloc h

Uu.s

started.
March 3

sub contact

bw at the |

S ————— m‘_i e 2t ot A TSP 08 S

PRSI — ‘“-«-,-—_




to .&339

s

-

s
N2 e
%

.
2

e

©
L3

e
o

:

k1

is

Ty

18

oy 4 Wy
LA 14N
v i

Y

'iE

w

]

o

H

<

RN

-

A

2

Laf

. DECLASSIFIED -

" i

W

1)

Y

-

T3

I

&
il

o

»
=3

¥ AD

- sy
ACE

o
o

asat 104

e Y
ezt

.

-
-

aSom
W

3
m

o
L]

e
o

U
de]

A

rred
at CLAX
ST Ié

B

ugs

1 transfe

be s
$heRe]

sy

P

e
=
1

1

"

3 and Derso

moud
d for Davisville,

%
-
5

erries and poavcon t

-
'3)9 £
¥

I

.
L0

.
<t}

12

-

beg

i
1\

el :L
LAlia Ve

s Corti

»
o3

~

aject on %

2]

i

s7ille, 2o I,

arted for Day

N
4

zlon dep

Srd Zeh:

3

i
~

=i

={!

?

.®
2T
-
i

&

3

T v

Wil Lt

ol

e -
o

Calicoam,

i

-

.

I mrs
PR

3 et
Lo

1

-te
[
-1

oty
-

7~
w

S

Auarn

LY

-y v

Y
S&,

s
2 m
AR N4
ks
(3%

v I

.
K

- W

o A
=

o
-

) IS
o
‘:‘.'_.x- Sy C‘

~
Yot

L d

sn operation,

-

E

1

]

-t

.M
<



Seabee Museum
Declassified


\XV~ Y v
R .
CITINERARY OF HAVOL COHSTRICTION BATTALION (CON!T.)
1 Jul 1945 - Lontnly Hesort shows 4 amphiblous onerctions es
follors: :
Ovr. #1 - 2 officers and 30 men
. Oor, 72 - 7 officers and 1.0 nen
Oopr. #3 - 7 officers and 1/ :an
Opr. #4 - 14 officers and /80 me
1 Aug 1945 - Locaied Leyte-Szmer. 14 officers and 281 men on
forvard onsrations with Task Fores #5.
1 Sen 195 -~ 2 officers na 66 men on ferwzrd operations witn
Task Force #6. -
4 Sen 1945 - 1 officer and 22 men assizned USS LST 932 for TiD
in comnection with causewzy opsrations.
7 Sep 1975 - 9 officers ordersd aboard USS LST 970 for TAD in
: connzction with ceusevay oper?tlous. .
5 Oct 1945 - 11lth CB ordered %o be insctivated.

¥OT%: This itinersry based on informetion avails sble in CG.2. Operations
and Personnel Section of the Bureau of Navsl Perscnnel.

Date; 15 Oetober 1955
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