
 

“Construimus, Batuimus” 
“We Build, We Fight” 

111th Naval 
Construction 
Battalion    

Historical  
Information 



.11,lth C. B...,:. 

NOTC - PA~ry HOTC Dcvisvi lle 
ABD - Davisville !ED (t~vi~ville) 
Ready DAte - an JBn'44 Rea~y Date - 1 Peb l 45 
Left .A.BD 29 Jan l 44 Left ABD - lE. J Rn'45(left ~oston 
Location UniteiKingdom - ~~.Koh LOcQtion - Leyte 16 J~nI45). 

J.f,:9, 

7-37-43 - Budoek:s requests trRnsfer from PeRry to Endicott on 1 A'1:l.g'43. (B'\l\ooks Itr to 


CNO dtd 27 JuI 143) 

ONO orders 11lth cB transferred to ABD Davisville on 10 Sen'43. (Don!. nisp.
9- 5-43 ­
04ao4l NOR 9423 from VeND to Endicott dtd 5 Sep143) 


2- 4-44 - 111th OB left ABD 29 Jan 144. (WRK:) 

4- 8-44 - 1 Mar t 44 report of llUh CB - located in United Kinedom ar~a. 


5 off. and 268 men of Det. 1048 attached to the lllth 013 - dbbAnding the 1048.
4-27-44 ­
(Rest. Disp. from Oomlencrab 11th Phtb 232224 NCR 31653 a4 A~rl44 to OinO OBD 1048) 
From this dispatch the 1l1th O~ 1, at Plymouth. 
The Illth O'B is distributed as follows: Plymouth (hdqtrs). Ff'1mouth. Dp!'tmouth.6- 8-44 ­
and SWElnsea. (25th Reg. Daily Report dtd 31 Anr 144) 


7- 4-44 - 1 Jun'44 report of 11lth OB - no info as to location. 

8-15-44 - Illth 013 operated Rhino Ferries and pontoon tugs at OtdARA bAginning on D-dey. 


Will continue on this assignment plus takin;; OVfJr the duties of 81st :j"R at 'U'I'.Ali 
upon their arrival from that loc::.tion. This a.ssignment elso includes t~f'! ~8i~t- . 
enance aId opf'lration of 'Dontoon ea.usewqs. (OomNA.vEn. Jec. !.femo to Acw. r.. • .n. ~t"r¥~ 
dtd 25 Jul'44) . ~ 

lllth C.B. 

8-30-44 - 1 Aug'44 report of ll1th OB - onerating ~ild mf'intaining Rhino Ferries. "'lso 

construction Oamp Md Operational Bdotra for NOtO Omaha Beach. 


9-25-44 - 1 Sepl44 report of. 25th Reg. - Duri~ August. the lllth 013 operated Rhino F~rrip-s. 

CausewaY' and 'Beech Oe.mp at Omaha :Bea.ch which has been redesignated U. S. Na.val 

Ad~-nced B~8e No. 11. 


10- 3-44 - 1 Sep'44 report of lllth 013 - Thh be.tt conttnua s to opera.ted end m21nta.in ~'1hino 
Ferries, Causeways and tugs at OMARA Beach. All construction reouireoents ~shorf'+t 
as well as mPinte~nce duties in connection with llavy and SeaBee cernps are serv­
iced by this BAtt. t 

LQ-l8-44 - The lllth as with 35 off and 1000 men fl.re scheduled to r~turn to the U.S. abo'lt 
30 Oct'44.(Oomnaveu Sec. dial). 071413 NCR 7P,72 to ONO Dtd 70ct'44). 

10-20-44 - 1 Oct t 44 report of 25th lIeg.- - The lllth OR operated Rhino Ferriee, Ce.useways ",_nd 
the beach caJItl) at USN.A:B Eleven. 

10-27-44 - The Illth O:B.wlth 14 officers and 551 men. denprted on MT. VJt:''''~lCN for Dpv~.svi.Eoe. 
(Oomna.ve1l Con!. Disp. to PD N.Y. 181646 ~1CR 7522 dtd 18 Oct '44) 

10-48-44 - 1 Cct144 report of l11th C] - operated Rhino FerriE!9. Cpusewcys, ·-::>nc '!1l~z ~t. 
Omah~ Deach during Sept 44.. Report endorMd by 25th Regiment. 

Lo-3D-44 - Cdr. Jardine detached from the 2nd Boh of the 111th as and assif~ed as GinO 0: the 
3rd Echelon of· the lil til c:B with a Strength of an..,rox 500 men for e specia.1 inl' nd 
waterwa.;r project on the continent. Will l"ptain the desi::o;ngt1on of the 111th::lli. 
(Comnaveu S'3C. disp to Oomphibs'.1kay 241449 NCR l65€- dtd 24 Oct '44). 

11-3-44 -- 2nd. Ech. of the 111 th. OB with 6 officers and 177 men embarked on USS Gen".r~1 
SqUires for Davi<lville(Commweu Mnf. dis"!) to PD N.Y. ~~11812 IJCF 8541 r1td 1 rov'44) 

l2-:::,..44 -- I11th c:o .;.~t S!-c.{14 off. & 550 '!len r>!!',ol:t D~·vis'f. fr'l1n ov"r!l"'n8/2'~· Od'"!L. 

111th C:i:\ 2nd Sec.(·: 01'1.17(,) ;,1f'!1 "e"ortf'd Ib -'·.C.~r"; \,;VI':!""f.'S lr:' 1'.~.VrI'H:'~ 

fro!I1 Davisvilh: to B1p1~rs ~;'71422 Oct '44 &, l'.n?f\ Nl'\v·44)r~!"~.~cti'!1'1:r.) 
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lllth C.B. 

11-8-44 - t;'he ::1"0. Echelon of U'.€ 111fh C3 is t'1 bE' retu:'ne6. to tr.e t'. 3. (CQnn::,veu. Sec. _ ~s~. 
to Oomp:l1. b ~'Jka~' 031fi54 IJCR 784 dtd :3 !,J"ov'.d.~)

11 l=:: AJI 11>1. cl:r~ C' • ..,.... lIlt" ,...." . - ,,-''''T - "'ILe ,) (t :,cn. 0" ... rle !1 '-J.:c C:c18Hlt .. of f'c) '::'."0:"':. 514 ")""1: 01"<1 ... ;- ..." t) r,r'}c'" " tv 
the U.S. Hhe~i rli:r~cted..(CoIT]')hf\)s'uk ~t)!lf. d' rlr,?n T.P'i~ rAIFll.t'. ,:Crr, 

to tl1.~ l~(tll fUl(~ t:1f~ llltb. Cb). 
11-21-44 - Th"'! 11lth GB l ...ft fl'Jr U."3.~13 lhvt44.(Co"'ln::,,""'1~ (.I"nf. r;iT-, t':: Cl'iO 1131.:::4'::; .tt··,~Jr; rt 

dtd 111 Nov'44). 
11 -25-44 - 1 :lovl44 report ot 69th CB - The 69th relieved the lllth of operat ion ot Rhino 

J'erriea at Omaba Beach on 17 Oct'44. 
11-;::'7-44 - 18 o"fic ..r9 "'n(1 517 ID"!n of the 3rd Ech. !)f the l11th G:B fl A 1')t'rtec. 1..t.¥.••'-:1' U.5. 

14 Nov'44.(CnmnavIF con+'. (lis.) to eNO 21172~ NCR S"769 etd 2::~ .. j"Jv'4.4). 
12- 1-44 - 3rd el n t lllth C:B re orted lfOTC Davisville on 26 Nov'44 from oversees with 

17 officers and 514 men. TWX 281757 from Davisville to Bupers 'dtd"'28:NOV'44) 
12-1',-44 -- The l11th em prrivflld U,K. fro:n :;"rC',n,~" Iii flnf 17 Oct 144. "'i<irgt t\-·r;. !"c:""_!)ns 

rlfl"pnrt"'!il UK th" 1F..th BTlI' 27th Oct '44. (1:5th R~g, :non t ':.1:. , r~~ort :')r Uc t '4"1). 

1-12-45 -- ClII,) proposes to assign the l11th CB to Com7flt whien is supposed to fl.rrive ::lot 
ney;;e 15 Feb'45.(CnO Sec. (USP to Cincpoa 051736 dtd 6 Jan'45). 

1-13-45 - ­ GUU ;Sec. ,Usn to Cinclant, Com 1 and NOTO Davisville 091800 (ItO 10 Jan '45 -
Transfer the"111th C:B to Boston with orders to reoort to the Is.Com OSSO. Ship 
should b~ ready to s~il 16 Jan '45. Oinr:pac requires 111 th CE at OSSi,J by 20 
Feb 145. 

1-17-45 - 1lUh C'B departed D"visvllle 15 Jan'45 in two sections. l!'lt Sec. 25 off. 611 men, 
2nd Sec. 24 offs Slld 553 men. (HCTC Davisville TWX 15?058 Jan '44 to Bnpers). 

lllthdB 

L-17-45 - !he 111th aB r ....ign.d '\0 .cctm?:f'1 t in1l'tead. of C1ncpoa. 28th C'B will r~place the 
lllth CD PlIi.lJIlID8nt to 01nopoa.(Qfi;.,'J, ltr Op3o-2CX12-UOT over (SC)Pl6-5 over 
Ser. 0016.0 \0 :supers II other d~d ,12,1.'45). 

l-17-45 -!he 111th (1'8 JlBst be ready to s8.11161.'45 and earlier if possible.(Comserv1:mt 
Sec. disp to SQIlIO Da~1svl11e and Com 1 108049 (ltd 11 Jan 145). 

1-24-45 - fil. 1Ilth as with 49 officers and 1146 men bearded USS Sanme1 Chsse(lfi Jsn I 45).(Port 
Dlreeior :B-o-Iton cont. dillp to COlnflOpaC 1618241 d.td l' Jan'45). 

2-17-46 - The 111th CB left Davisville 15 Jan 145. J.ilmbark.d from Boaton 1~ Jan '45. (1 F""b '45 
month1tr~rt of th. lllth OB).

3-23-45 - 1 Xart4fj rttport of the Illth OB - Len WOfC Davisville on 15 Jant 45 and embarked 
trol" Boeton 161an'4f5. 110 'info on pree.t loca\!,Ol\. /"' 

4-1Q.45 - t'M 111~ OJ 11 loea'.tJ.at Samar.(00a7n, Sec. dlap 11.0 Cominch 25:>756 Mart 45).
441-41- I .4prt.. -..r' .r !rUth OB - 10 100*U_ ,1.,.. DtHa'ba.me4 ira U.S.I••--..1 

Chue _, 80 MIl a..tar'e4 ~is ataUOD em a9 Mar'45 cis 2 officr•...,....8. 4: ottlcera • 
.................. x.rt.u. 


...21-45.. !helll.th CB setting up 'clIIIp fa.cUitie& at Oallco... (COllllerfor7tlt Sec _port for 
ftb-t 45) 

4-3Q...45 - Coa.ertor7t1t Sec Rep of I Apr'45 abo•• the lllth QB Amph Detaeh at Cal1coan. Samar. 
Det ot 2 off and. 30 men at V-5; 4 ott and 80 aft at 0-1. 

5- 8-45 - the 1Ilth C) 1& located at suar. (Dlrpacdocks 5.. :1. Sec Rep of 15 Apr145) 
5-14-45 - 1 MeT'46 report of the 11lth OB - located at Le)'te-Samar. 16 off. and 310 men on 

torwd operations. !be 84m and operational control of the 111th CB vas assigned to 

OlaO ao.atr lID Service UDits to which eommaD.d over 400 men are assigned on work 
detail. on lar4 operA,tiona of the Constr Materiels Depot t Navy Base Samar. The 
bal of Bpp1"OX 300 men are used for batt adm. t camp conat, and maint. 
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Locftion - Samnr lllth O.B. 

5-24-45 ­

6-13-45 ­

6-14-45 ­

7-1Q-45 ­

7-47-45 ­

7-3)-45 ­

OD 2633 departed for the Illth CB on 17 M<>.yI45 with 10 ~1Bn. (Hueneme conf o.i"';' 
182241 Mayl45 to Dupers) 

The lllth CB arrived Oalico6.o, Samar on 8 Mer l 45 p..ccordine to Con:serfor'/flt 3ec 

Rep for Me.r I 45) ~. 

Dirpacdock:s SF seo Nlp of 15 MF!Y shows the lllt h CB <,!,t s?~ r with :< de";l'!("hme:::t:!'; 

on forwd oper;>tions. 

1 Jun 145 report of the 111th 013 - locr.t ed at Leyt e-Samar with 2;:' eff. ):! nc .:l.fl 

men on combat o"?erc.tions. Batt h<>.,g p,;signed to tl~e (linO OB Service Units ;;l.((: 


enl men for work: details on YElrd Operat ions of the Ooostr t~a,ter Dept. llavy E:::se 

Guiuall. One detachment was assigned to ~Hnd.anao operrtion--the c-:mvoy depFl'tE'd 

l"iorotai on 19 April B,nd reAched Mindanao on ?.2 April. One detachment ':)0 OBCE 1 

operation (Tarakan). 

1 Jul l 45 report of the l11th CB - locnted ~.t Leyte-Samar. 200 men assiGned to 

OinO 0:8 Service Units for work: details on yard operations of the Const t-1.e,ter 

Depot, Navy Base Gutuan. Batt has assigned personnel to 4 amph operations ~s 


follows: 


Operation #1 - 2 off. 30 men 

Operation +2 - 7 off. 140 men 

Operation ~3 - 7 off. 140 men 

Operation f4 - 14 off. 280 men 


Personnel assigned to Ors rations 13 and #4 have not retd to this base as yet. 
The lllth CB is locl'lted fit SaJII.r"r. (C~T 7th Flt Sac Rep f,,!" June) 
Operational control l11th OJ transferred 25 Jul'45 to Comph1bspac. Administrative 
control remains With Oomserv7thnt.(Oomse"7thflt cant dispatch 210041 Jul l 45 to 
ClID Iieyte.)\ 

Location ­

8-6-45 ­

8-11-45 ­

El-13-45 ­

8-12-45 ­

9-11-45 ­

9-14-45 ­

9-18-45 ­
9-29-45 ­

10-2-45 -

Layta-Samar 

The Illth CB reported to Comphibspae for opt"ration temp duty. Vllth CE CO~.i.~ :::"5f: 
:310538 July to Comphibepp,c) 
Request you direct 01nO 111th CB to report for adm cont ro1 by 0.1 sp to CinC 
~6th Reg. , (Oomservpac sec disp 310211 July to Com7flth) 
The lllth 613 was tre.nsfd to the control of Oornnh!bspee on 25 Jul 145. (Com-:'lt 
conf report on C::B organizat ion in Leyte- Samar area ser 04296 dtd :d6 July to :r;;:,; 

1 Aug l 45 report of the lllth OB - located at Larte-San ar. 14 off. and 281 men 
on forwd operations with Task: Force #5. The 111th OB bF s hp..d assigned to the 
OinO 013 Service Unit 8 200 men as work details on ya.rd oper2:tions of the Const 
).iaterip..ls Depot, Navy .Base Guiuan. This work assignment WE!'! cOlll:,leted 30,;uly 
and the men have been placed on pontoon training. It is expected thAt per':;'):l:,'l 
who participated in Operation f4 will be retd to the ,batt by 7 Aug. 
1 Sep l 45 report of the 11lth as - location not given. 2 off. and 66 men on for­
ward operations with Taek Farce 16. Beport via the 36th Beg and 5th Brg. 
Adcomphibspac is authorized to release the lllth .. 1 Oct 1 45. C>Jl~;pU~5 < -.:; ,;:.-;4" 

disp 110400 Jept'4t5 to Adc()ophibspac). 
Illth located.. ?t ;3amer. (1 3ept'45 report of 36th rleg). 
line. Giardina &, 22 Jl!8n are directed to proceed &. board USS LST 913 for TAD in 
connection with causeway operations &, such other !AD as may be assigned. Upon 
completion will repOrt baCk to OinO, lllth oj. (OinC. 36th Reg con! orders ~r 
TAD dtd 4 Sept 145 to Ins. Giardina Tie. lllth" 013) • 
9 officers of lllth OB are directed to proceed immediately &: board U33 LST 970 for 
TAD in,QOnnection with causeway operations. (OinO, 36th R~. con! TAD orders ~td 
7 Sep; 145 to 9 officers of lllth 013). 



__ ___ 

Location - Larte-Samar lllth c:a 

10-9-45 ­

10-10-45 ­

3-1-46 ­

1 Oct'45 report of 111tb CB. Location nft stated. Report via 36tb Reg. &5tb Brg. 
34 men were transferred for discharge uner tbe point system. 

111th c:a to be inactivated. Advise ComS8!:'!f8.C when inactivation is completed.

(Oomservpac con! apdltr ear 05511 dtd 5 Oct 45 to Phl1aeafron). 

111th OJ inactivated 12 Nov 45 at Samar. (OinCe Navy 3149 to 111GB sar 01687 of 

12 November) - per Dirwe8tpaodocke con!. report o! 10 February 1946. 


INACTI VAllJll 

~ ~_"«_M_~'_~~ ~ oj.
DAD OJ'l,CUI .!!It At1fHORlft 

1J.'44 
 I L 11
lr~.liC~44 tl 125' ~a5& MoR
1 Sep'44 39 1253 MoR
1 Oat '44 39 1251 MoR 

1 :reb t45 49 1143 BNP625 &: R 

1 Mart45 
 50 1136 MoR 

1 Apr'45 50 1086 Mel. 
1 Ma;yt45 50 1138 MoR r 
11m'" 681 11P6a8 

1/121'41 
 as ffl) :8J1P625 A :a 
1 J.ug'45 8'16 :uP625 & R 
1 Sept '45 1076 m;P625

1 00t l 45 
 35 634 BNPS25 & R 

111th OODstruction BattalIon (Pontoon) ( ItrACTIVA'i'ED) 
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Det. 1048 left A!D Davisville 5 Aprl44. Was 
combined into the lllth OJ! at Plymouth 19.tter pert
of Apr l 44. 



~story of !be IIlth begaD in July 19'13 at Camp PearyJ ~:r~miarnsburg, Va. The Battalion was soon organized 
into Headquarters Company and four regular companies: A, B, C and D. 
Following the tentative assignment of officers and chiefs, prepamtions 
were begun for the first move-to Camp Endicott. Personnel were 
checked along with their ID. cards, "dog tags," gear, and the historical 
significance of their last "shots." There was the general confusion always 
attendant to ·shoving off. regulations about personal appearance, stow­
ing gear, and a multitude of other things. After a last minute check-up 
of everybody and everything, we stood train muster. As a matter of 
fact, we stood train muster no less than fouT times with a view to 
making matters foolproof; for every man had to be in his proper place 
when the time came to go aboard the troop tntins. Just when things 
seemed squared away some CPO would stick his head into the bar­
mcks. shouting: "All hands fall in for train musterl" This procedure 
began on Saturday, luly 31 and continued until Sunday when our 
"Three Aces" Battalion finally moved out of Peary to Camp Endicott, 
at DaviMlle, Rhode Island. 

Here we were re-introduced to the art of close order drills. Ri8le 
pmctice, commando tactics, classwork and long marches under fun 
pack also became a part of daily routine. We learned to use 0.3'5, be­
came adept with bayonets, mortars and machine guns. and toughened 
up on rough-and-tumble fighting. During liberty it was a familiar sight . 
to see close1y-cropped heads (the "old man" was mbid on the idea!) 
bent over a barbecue pit. Workouts of our faststepping championship 
baSketbal1 team provided real entertainment. Boxing, for which we WQn 
three cups, and soft ball were also popular. Our boxers took bouts from 
the 129th BattaHon, the l30th twice, and the Quonset Air Station 
team. Hedron 9 took their bout with us. From reveille to taps-we 
worked hard, played hard to toughen ourselves for the big push ahead. 

One Friday night the loud speaker system warned that reveille would 
be at 4:30 a.m. and that everything was to be in readiness for our hike 
to Sun Valley. Saturday morning it rained-not just ordinary rain-but 



solid sheets of water deluged the camp for hours. uFoul weather gear" 
of oilskin coats, pants and sou'westers had been recommended for Sun 
Valley. but the bright days at Endicott plus the misleading name of our 
destination, led many of us astray. Amid gentle cursing. the unfor~ 
tunates fnmtically unpacked their duffe1bags, diving for rain clothes 

. which invariably were down at the bottom of the pack. 

... At the cost of aching bodies and sweat-drenched clothes, we wound . 
.our.way through wooded an::as. over stony trails and rutted roads of ~ 
.dl1led quaint New England. Out in front was Lt. Comdr. Jardine. 
QffiCer.in·Charge of the 11 fth and Captain of the "Three Aces/' leap­
ingfrom crag to crag lib an Alpine veteran, always signalling for more 

We saw then what we were to witness later again and again. 
Whatever the danger, Jardine's men will never be ordered anywhere 
tbathe won't lead them. 'By this time we had become accustomed to 
his unexpected appearances about our area at ungodly hours; his mania 

Resting was the best part of the march 



brightly-shined shoes and smooth shaves; his uncanny knack of . 
hundreds of men by name. We came to know him for the 

that he is. 

a weel:-end of relative leisure at Sun Valley. a ; o·clock reveille 
morning was followed by rigorous physical training ex­

slow fire pmctice. Despite the crowded schedule we found 
OJne.bOW for sports. Basketball and soft ball games were scheduled 

the units. Horseshoe enthusiasts 'and "grudge fights" held 
. band. which later gave us much pride as well as'enjoyment, 
function. So ended our first conditioning excursion to Sun 

were back at Endicott and routine training was resumed. 
these activities proceeded, the Transportation office was com­
arrangements for 930 men to take their Uklay embarbtion leave. 

sevend barbecues we enjoyed at Sun Valley 



·····.lverything worked out smoothly and on Sunday, August 29th, they left 
... : lot New Yark by special "u'berty Train" and &om that poiDtscatteted 

. . their homes in 30 different states. By Sept. 8 all bad ~ to . 
.. fo1d. The next day the 111th was commissioned and· teeeived its 

at a dress para~ ceremony. It was a gala occasion•. Even ~ 
band, somewhat "fed upn from playing for similar events. outdid 

'when the men observed the professional marching of Jardine's 
shine" battDlion. 

Gonst:ruction work was added to the program at the Advanced Base 
•Depot along With field practiccf l~ movies and day and night 
tactical maneuvetl. Quonset huts and permanent buildings were c0n­

structed. By the time the second trip to Sun Valley passed into the 
lllth's history, the Battalion newspaper "HERE NOWlf bad been • 

organized and many social activities were developed. However, addi­
. tional training exercises were thrown in just to keep our minds on the 
job ahead. 



we were given a chance to prove our worth. A run to "No­
. Island" off the coast of Maine was the objective. The 

Air Corps was in need of grounds and special targets for 
rocket: weapon then in the higb-secret stage. Complete facil­

use by aircraft unib in the Fleet Air Detachment were needed. 
Air Corps had no means for expeditiously making these in· . 
the 111 th was assigned the job, and with it, the honor of 

the first "Acorn" battalion of the Seabees-the fim to be assigned 
unit to the Naval Air Corps. It consisted of building an air strip, 

for testing rocket firing by aircraft, and control towers for. air 
)e(a:tiODIS. Preparations started immediately while supplies and heavy 
IUlPlmelllt. including bulldozers. trucks, tractors and graders were 

in. Company "n". augmented by speciaJists from our other 
ltDpanic:s, was chosen for the job. Two LeT's shuttled between the 

sector, called lsland "X," and DavisviIle. Loading and unload· 
was carried on as rapidly as weather permitted. We landed on a 
Dec:em,ber day and the crew immediately established a temporary 

Chow consisting of beef stew, bread, coffee and liberally seasoned 
sand was served on the beach. In short order a permanent mess 

•set up and we gathered together what were to be our comforts of 
inside quickly pitched pyramidal tenb. Some men found what 

termed "greater comfort" in the old sheep barns and chicken hou.ses 
adorned the site. upon arrival. A few found much desired warmth 

Small caves dug info the ground. But soon our newly constructed 
Quonset huts provided more comfortable living quarters for everyone. 
Rain, snow and cold sharp winds made working conditions difficult . 

.'Often we were wet to the waist during an entire shift. Scuttlebutt had 
. it that this tiny island was a haven for herds of deer, Bocks of ducks and 

We received our colon at a formal,dress parade review 

llUh Battalion at commissioning ceremonies 
8 September J943 

25 



lett) Unloading LCT$ at Despite unfavorable conditions 
Man's Land Island" we feasted on turkey 

geese, and hundreds of .rabbits. However. the followers of Isaac Walton 
were doomed to disappoinbnent for it was soon discovered that this 
sports haven existed only in the mind of the Battalion jokester. The 
deer turned out to be three old sheep. theducb were mud hens, and the 
rabbitJ-just large belgian hare that could be caught by hand after a 
sbort chase over the bush covered terrain. 

Midnight of December 10 brought near disaster. A fifty mile pet bour 
wind developed which carried a~y many tents in its fury: .It also 
played havoc with the steel pontoon pier which. powered by the wind, 
cast off and 80ated away. The really sad result of this stotm which 
touched the heart of everyone, was the death of "Scuttlebutt" the 
company mascot-a lovable little puppy. He died of pneumonia. 

By the middle of January the camp-complete with air strip, roads, 
pier, and targets-was given its final inspection by the Naval Air Corps. 
pronounced satisfactory, and turned over to its permanent occupants. 

bowed in prayer on Christmas Day 1943 
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It was a job 'Well done with the usual Seabee speed and finesse. An 
official commendation was oursl 

Upon our retum to Davisville it began to look as if we were to. 
Rhode Island for the duration. With the long stay in A.BD.. m01:ale 

threatened to nosedive. Then suddenly, everyone was RStricted. 
could mean but one thing-imminent duty on some foreign shore. The 
embarkation date was set, personal gear secured, and hasty letters ( 
ing so little and yet so much) weremailed.TW9 tnrin secti()O$ pulled 
out for New York City on 30 January 1914. Within a few hours 
were going aboard the Cunard Line's converted luxury liner "Mauret­
ania," now the large British Army baDsport which was to cany 
across the Atlantic. Our ship was filled to capacity when she shoved ... 
off early the next morning. The Army bad embuked. ~ thus the 
'1uxmy spaces" must have been claimed by the Doughboys. It soon 

Permanent camp in the background with the Seabee tents in lront 



Battalion assembled for reading of commendation 

beeame evident that we were not to experience the lumrious acc0m­

modations ckscnDed so vivicDy by the Cunard Lines pre-war trawil 
folders. Huddled together in deep bolds. living revolved around two 
meals a day amid unavoidable congestion. emergency drills, nausea and 
finally the rough Irish Sea. If the trip was "'highlighted'" by anything. 
it was seasickness! With the end of this memorable cruise within sight 
the old adage "time and tide wait for no man" was witnessed in u:verse. 
while we spent three restless days at anchor.awaiting the calm weather 
~d a bigh tide wbich fiDa1Iy allowed the ship to dock at:Limpool on 
11 February. We were in Eng1and1 . 



, . 

PON arrival in England we found ourselves asSigned to 
the Thirteenth Regiment. The Illth Battalion was lit­

tom apart. Graue' of our men were dispatched all over Sco!land 
. We were not assembled together again in one group 
1)..08y. Company A was attached to Headquarters, Company B 
to Falmouth, Company C to Dartmouth and Company D . was 

to Roseneath, Scotland unb1 28 February when it, too, joined 
IdQ\ll8Ite~ in Plymouth. 

fiISt the various· detachments were assigned preliminary constrtlo­
tW(lIllC--nOIUUl1t2 especially new, just jobs that had to be done. Then 

importantnewsl The ll1th was designated a Pontoon Bat­
build its own traft, hain its own crews, invade the continent. 

tile iml)()SSlbie been asked? Could we build and outfit innumerabl~ 
~ and tugs. repair barges and warping tugs? Could we ade~ 
tmin signalmen. coxswains. deck hands, 6rst4id men? Were we 
to mn the necessary experiments, master the difficult maneuvers 

. and meet ~e scheduled deadline7 This job had to be done­
donel From dawn to dark the l11th Seabee! in Plymouth, Fal· 
and Darmouth really bore down. Night shifts were thrown in 

security would permit. We built our own craft plus six for 
and 13 for the 81st Battalion. Even'the lack of material and 

'h(l~rm,!C of equipment didn't slow us down. 

Jet up a training school at Falmouth with ae<:elerated courses in . 
signals, and other technical subjects. Every man eligible 

duty, including cooks, ba~, storekeepeIS and yeomen~ was 
Ull1JJUKll the school to gain ptactiea1 experience in handling our 
traft-Rhino ferries, and tugs, and the repair barges. 

.seamanship was necessary to operate these bulky 'barBes. The 
feny is a big, awkward 1mge assembled out of sheet«eel pon­
. It .requires expert handling. Six- pontoons wide and 30 .long. 

by two large outboard motors, it carries SOD tons at a speed 
two and three knots per hour under full power if ideal 

conditions prevaIl. 

toga are smaller-three pontoons wide and six long. Powered 
inboard motors,. they are easier to maneuver, having been de-

to aid the Bat-topped Rhino in "marrying," beaching and Ie­

from the shore. 
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Dartmouth's poutoon assembly yard 

Entirely designed and built by the 111th Battalion, the teprir. barge 
was of immeasm:able assistance to the Rhinos. and other smallaaftin 
need of help. It was six pontoons wide and. 30 long. and a Quonset • 
hut was secured amidships. These repair bargeS paid immense cJM.. 
dends in the action that was to follow. . 

For all operations we were under the 25th Regiment. During our ' 
training and bWIding program, we took' pad in three maneuvem: 
"Beaver" on 29 March, 'TJgCt" on 23 April.lnd "Fabius" on 3 May. 
One of these pmctice sessions turned out ~ be a smaD sample of the:real . 
thing. A convoy, of which the Illth was a part, was attded by Ger­
man HE" boats off Dartmouth. Though the LS'I'"s at the head of the 
convoy bore the brunt of this attack. this experience left a dear im­
pression of what was ahead. These taRs gave us pmctkal esperiencc . 

""in working with the craft-6OOll to shove off for the Norma,ndy coastline. 
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leamed how the Rhino ferry. fiDt: towed by aD ISr to the tJms. 
area, is then cast off undet its own power, and aided by a tug. 

the ISr. This is accomplished by maneuvering the Rhino's 
around to the bow of the ISr, IeI11aininc secure in this position 
. the LST has discharged her load of men aDd equipment (300 to 

. The Rhino then heads for the beach, preferably at high tide. 
and then while still at high tide'retracts from the beach to 

_vent grounding. Although "marrying" \VIS thought to be best 
_DmpiliShjOO in water no rougher thaD a .....foot sea, on D-Day when the 

were down, the Rhinos proved it could be done in six. feet of'SUl'f\ 

.The zero-hour was approaching, the men were ready. aDd the last 
. week was quicldy consumed in the final outfittiDg at our 

, • .."y point near Portland, England. The curtain was about to rise 
scene of real action! 
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IIUlI. ~..Coostnimoo 8otulmll'" (,.. build, ,.. fiPH)(Y:... much in evicIence em DoDay. E ..... the _ obcet9l! 
'" the "top secrer' ordetssym~our will to win. "OPERATION 
~~~.NEPTUNEn it was ca]J~ and although middy drawn, key 08icert,'WIt 

, finlpressed by an illustration of Father Neptune" triclent in ~ IiSing
,<;from the waves,' smiting down a sea wall with his left fist and b!an~ 
";ing his tJuee.~ weapon ashore. The Naval AmpiuDious Fon:e 

was, in efect to do just that-rise above the waves, hptd its supply.Jaden 
aaft, aash through the mighty Wennacht defenses, and establish a 
beachhead. It was our responsibility to put ashore the tmb, jeeps and 
guns to do this job. ' 

The opemtion of the lllth called for departure from Portland OIl 

.~,; June. The 20 Rhigo ferries, Rhino Tugs, repair p.tges and warping 
tugs were manned, ready at the appointed time. Our CO, D. C. Jatdiner 
by now promoted to qotnmander, was in command of all 5eabees during 

,'the invasion-those on "Utah" beach IS wen as our own men at the 
famous "Omaha~t beach. .Our·Beet moved out In· two COD~tbe 
leaving early in the morning, the second amw bours later•. P~, 

minesweepers whi9b marked a broad Path with, "Dan" bpoyJ,20, 
each towing .:Rhinobarge and tug set out across the English 

J.baJllnel. The'1>a1f ,buoys are luminous at night and with the. 
lSDPlee"Dr a oompassJmented with cross-channel traffic, probably saved 

tug when it was Cut loose about half...y across. ' 

The high seas cauSed many tup to break away &om their Rhinos; 
and hawsers snapped time after time and many crewmen were 

injured by the tow lines. We were on the alert comtantly dOling the 



Pre-invasion dinnec in Plymouth, England !. 

night and few found Of,took any opportunity to sleep. One tug broke 
loose five times, another became fouled in cbanile1 buoys, Stillanotber 
tug that broke away early in thcnight miracu1O\111y uaviptedto France 
on its own, reporting for duty the next morning. Our IUthBattaIion, 
as a vital unit of Task Force 122, reached the-uth of its .~ on ! 

D-Day and the tumultous days that followed the initial landing on . 
Beach "Omaha." 

Our orden called for rendezvous in the transport area about .15 miles 
off the coast of Normandy. The first convoy arrived there at H minus 
3hours; the second finaDy took its place a'bout H plus 8 hours. the delay 
owing to mechanical difticulties during the trip. 

The entire Rhino Heet constituted an assauli wave which was to 
unload the lSI"s as soon as the transport area was reached. At H-hour 
each was to proceed shoreward to the line of departure, roughly about. 
2000 to 3000 yards off the coast. Them they would be met by control 
ships (mostly Frs) and directed to their respective beach sectors. It 
was assumed that the first wave ()f assault troops, after hitting the beaCh 
from small landing craftt would have penetrated sufficiently to clear the 
beach for our landing of equipment and supplies. Things just did not 
work out that way. The confusion resulting from the enemy's withering 
fire upon the first assault wave forced the Rhino's to play catch-as­
catch-can with conditions as they . found thein. The usual response 
from a conbol officer when asked· by·a Rhino oSeer.:. where to go was! 
"God Knows'" or "Use your own judgmentt" When nearingthesbore" 
Rbino crews often spotted an individual who might or might. not have 
been the beachmaster. In any event, no matter who it was. they would , 
bear him yell above the deafening blast: "Two daIrinedhotl Get the 
hell out of here'" 

Admittedly the toughest beachhead of thein_on, ,.~;~tWas 
about 4J,.1 miles long. Viewed from the sea. its left flank was ~bd 
by the villages of Port-en.Bessin and St. HonQrine des Pertes,altdits 
right 8aDk by Pointe de ]a ·Pcrcce and Point dl!Hoe. Between.·these 
two sectors we could see wlJeys leading down from a plateau'xeaching . 
the sea in a 'bold chalk cliff and topped by arugged2OO4Ootbluff. 
Since the beach area was dominated by the bluff. there wasnoel£ective 
cover, except for a scattering of houses. This was the sarto( fJmain our, 
landing aaft approached in a heavy, choppy sea, neat the highpoint 

52 

I 



, . 
Marriage was 'made with pt djfficu1ty:Notice the plrt.bJ~ tom oil 

of a tide estipaatcd at 19 to 2l feet.. Our Rhino crews speot houa ' 
cruising up aQd downtbe bcadl indangerpus Walas, coastaittlyQDtbe 
lookout for a 90tWherC' tbcy~d dUPIp their :Ioeds. AU "'If'-day long 
only nme Rhipos and five tup ,1J18IlIIFd to get'~t~ aome 
after dark. The others had to JChun to their 'l.ST. or pas ~Digbt 
ebewhere at tea. It was not untiltbe momiqg of D-Day plus 1 that I ' 

supplies commenced going ahore with any reguJarity, ~,even then the 
beach was a death~ hell that made every' maneuver _nloos, 

In the meantime, Army Raopt, demolition UDits and beach bat­
talions of both the Army and tfavy, 'the infantry and shock 'troops hit 
the beach. The only protection they bad &om the shells that whizzed 
around them were the .apons they could carry, a Jow paapet: of $hale 
at the water's edge. and their own "guts" to see them throtp. 

backing in for "Mmiage" with LST 
&6 I 
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Right on their heels-for they were ginned down behinq their barrier 
of shale by withering fire-came our sMw, clumsy Rhino barges with the 
light artillery and other ~equipment that would be needed by the.Army 
vanguard. Tune and apin the lUiinos and their attendant tugs were 
waved away from the shore by frantic beacbm.asten.WeOOuJd not 
unload until the battling doughboyl made aUttle headway from the 
water's edge. Our big pontoon fetries tangled with ~oss'" 
(underwater obstacles of steel rails). "mmps:' I~ with mines attached,. 
and. other enemy contrivances so placed to mate our landings c1i8icult. 
All types of craft were being blown to bits. battered 'by German eighty­
eights. by captured French seventy-fives.- and by machine gun and rifle 
fire from the cliffs. But the Rhinos and tugs of the llltb kept coming 
on in. bearing the tanks and "cats" and light artillery so sorely needed ' 
during those first critical hollIS. 



ROM J).Day unbl the Army had driven sevend milesi 
. inland, our 111th Battalion .,.de history. ' '
g;; , 


, 

In a stiff wind, over sand bars and runnels~ despite mines and ob-i 
stacles everywhere, we landed and unloaded our Rhinos. "Jerry" threw: 
everything he had-and that was plenty! There were pill boxes and gun: 
emplacements, and mortars coughed along the cliffs. Each ~viDe was 
commanded by enfilading guns in practically impregnable und~d 
emp1acements~ and from further back the dreaded eighty-eights. spewed: 
their powerful loads of death our way. Machine guns clattered, SDipersl 
picked off choice targets in our midst~ and riSe fire was constant fro~ the' 
deep trenches all along the seaward slopes of the bluff. . ' 

Our deeds less spectacular than our Army comrades, and suffering 
fewer casualties (due more to the grace of God than anythingl) apn,; 
again. and again, we grimly forced our way to shore. beached, unloaded)! 
retracted, and fought back to the supply ships .through mine-infestedl 
waters, to return with other loads. To meet the acute need for supplies! 
on the beach. the Rhinos worked incessantly. our crews remaining on; 
duty for as long as 90 hours without relief! The single fact that evetyl 
tank, gun, bulldozer, and other equipment that got ashore during thej 
first days of the invasion rode in on the back of a Rhino bespeaks the: 
importance of our role in Operation "NEPTUNE." : 

, 
About the only peril we didn't encounter was the much-expectedi 

Lufhvaffe. There was, to be sure. considerable strafing from Nazi: 
planes for the first few days and uights, but "Jerry" never came over in' 
formidable numbers. Since the fiie from shore emplacements was so, 
great, tqe occasional bombs, dropped mi~. and machine gunning 
from the planes failed to make much impression upon Our embattled 
~~ . 

Against all this, We fought on. The few light tanks that got ashore 
with the first assault wave gallantly tried to storm the piJl~ but. 
were instead blasted· to bits. Then the Navy battl~ns, ~ 
destroyers and gunboats threw caution to wind. and the Army was giveJl; 
its slim chance. Ignoring all factors of tide and sand bars and current} 
these sublimely reckless fighting· ships mewed far inshore to mngesi 
reckoned at hundreds of yards and slugged it out point blank. with! 
cliff fortifications. All the while, the Army's pitably thinned ranks of 
soldiers were on their toes, charging up the valleys, scaling the veryl 
bluff and taking Nazi gun emplacements by hand-to-hand encounter.: 
It was suicidal, it was magnificient, it was imposstDle-but it succeeded.:' 

I,. 
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we renovate 

OT many assault troops were left) but the survivors ~ 
the beach and grinlly bung on until our Rhinos brought 

ordnance and reinforcements. With the initial landing of the Rhinos.: 
bulldozers were put ashore for anchoring the boats and asSistiug in·~ 
rebaction operation. In addition to this, we assisted the Armyinclear
ing the beach of obstructions, building road outlets and pulliug vehid~

r 

ashore. During the 10 days following D-Day. our Rhinos and tugs haq. 
brought 16,000 vehicles, 25,000 tons of ammunition and supplies. and 
32,000 troops ashore. The task was endless, conditions under which 
we worked were hazardous. 



Pontoon Causeways were built and operated by the lOO6tb Detachr 
ment, veterans of Sicily and Salerno, who were relieved the fim part 
of July by our Illth Seabees. The Causeway, a sunken pontoon piert 

jutted finger-like out into the artificial harbor, thus assisting in the land~ 
ing of ever-increasing supplies. 

A camp detail detachment of 82 men hom the 28th battalion and 
eight men from our own Headquarters Company coming hom Milfor~ 
Haven, Wales on the Bernard Carter arrived oft "Omaha" Beach OD 
7 June. Through some mix.up, the H~dquarters contingent landed.~ 
the wrong beach. After a difficult wading trip from LCVP's, they were 
obliged to malce a long march along a mine infested beach with heavy 
packs before they reached the site selected for their bivouac. Atop 
a clift they found the Milford Haven detachment well dug in alld pitchr 
ing their "pup" tents. Though spending a. restless first night in Nor,. 
mandy, during which they experienced a mild sample of German strafing, 
the next day (D-4) saw prelitninaty steps taken for establishing. a 
6OOO-man bivouac. Zig-zag sHt·trenches were dug as a protection againsJ: 
the nightly air raids, and all hands not busy at this work were engagec;1 
in digging individual holes, erecting orderly rows of "pup" tents neat 
the trenches, or laboring with other details. Mine fields, too. had to be 
cleared. It soon became apparent that some misunderstandiDg existed 
concerning the extent to which the fields had been cleared, for numeroUf 
anti-personnel and a few anti-tank mines were encountered·both in. th, 
bivouac area and at the campsite, which, to say the leastt made J~ 
interesting! Shelters were built, and soon the camp was equipped ~ 
feed and clothe the men. Accommodations were furnished for 8)0 small 
boat crews, 650 British survivors. 120 men hom the lOO6th·Detachmen\ 
125 of the 146th Battalion and 400 miscellaneous survivors. Although 
the 6OO0-man capacity of the camp was never reached, even more than 
that nUmber could have been handled by the 8ext1>le organization. de­
vised by those in charge. Battalion Headquarters and our officers we~ 
maintained in the B.O.Q. area adjacent to the main camp. Full use ~ 
made of elaborate underground installations that had been so carefully 
planned and developed by our German predecessors. 

A severe storm interrupted our work on 20 June. It left the beach ~ 
twisted shamble of steel. More than 270 ships, landing cmftand ~ 
lay wrecked along the four-mile shore. Again, the III th was called ~ 



i to perform a task little short of a miracle. Again we met th~ challenge. 
Within a few days our repair·barges and shore salvage a:ews bad all of • 
the Rhinos and many other craft in smooth JUnning order carrying 
on their routine operations. 

In August we moved into our new camp site. living in compamtive 
luxury. The Germans bad been blasted from our doorst~ artillety 
fire could no longer be beard, and night enemy activity badpracticaDy 
ceased. We were now far IeDloved from the combat area, dCJling . 
solely in supplies. Our Rhinos had long since turned to unlOading • 
liberty ships because tbe lSI"s· could now beach without difticulty. 

Until 1 S September 1914 we worked bard and long. On that day 
we were relieved by members of the 69th Construction Battalion and 
received orders to return to England. Our small part in the biggest of 
all war shows was at an end. 

The storm on Tune 20 played havoc with all types of boats and left thebeacb 
a nest of twisted shambles· . , . 



- ----------

a final word 


Z."'e curtain leU on the lint act. Since the Nonnandy 
invasion. these gun-totin' Rhino-ridin' Miracle Men of the 

IIIth Battalion have again been called upon to display their ability to 
give and take in another theater of operation. Although they are a part 
of the youngest branch of the Navy's forces, they are in a service that 
requires more special skills than all others. A tough outfit noted for 
artistic cussing and tall-sloty telling. the ~bees cocky claim that they 
are the "first to land and the last to leave" can't be disputed even by the 
Marines. They're a rough-and-ready crew with a job to do-and they 
do it! 
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'" 18 r-.j*'J.f.,."'-Ii 19<:1 

2:3 C·:t 19·!4 

24 0"''' .... I"'" II ~ -~'" .J..~ ....;.-: 

.. 
1 lio¥' 19~:1 

10 !rov 19·!A 

-

15 va:l l~"'::,3 

"k..I.~ J e..n 19~5 

S l·::;~ ::'S~5 

1 ~~!.2..j" ~ 0 .,..... ~..,;.;) 

1 J1..::.:l lS·~5 

1JjiJtr L.., ...-".­

fj?:"*a.:J.si\:Jj.~l"~1. f~"o,,';\ Cz:.!Z!p ?ez,:J.-"~1 "'to ",\.:BD" C.:::..:'3> Zr~iico}~·::'; 

D.l.·vltrr,"ille., JL:a Io 

C~.3{) r.L;;t~~zb.."~l:~n t 3..0·18 loft ...q:nl)~ ra'li s'~ril1 o~ P..o 1.;. t a~·i 
4ioir.. ~\l th:; J.l1~th O~:B~ on 27 }~!>:ril 194400 D3tQ l{) ..iB ~l~~ 
di sb,~n;l~d t;t this tin::l end p/a::son~cl t'1'al'lsf e:~r~d. t~ :.::. ::'::.. O~3~ 

The l11.tn CQ:B~ distr!.1)utco. aa :f'ollO"ilS: 
l?l;r:'::ou-~h (:Cdqtl':J») ?a1;;:outh. ::C8.l'·~;uJUth 3..I."ld S~:3.n::;ea., 

C:p:=rr::~8d :r~:d.no Ferries and :po!l~oon tu,gs st O:.I.;'I.E.'l. 
be3inni~ ~~ay. 

First Echelon capartcd lor Davisville. R. 1. 

Cdr. ·Jardina detacb.e·d f::on :2:::.:: Zchelc~"l and r~ssig::ca.. a) 
Of!ice~i:n....Oh~~!'~e of taD S:.~J. ?c~lalon. ";,il t!i a stre!:.g:;:2l ~:: 
E..:9Pro;d8,.::..telJ eoo :m9!l :~or a s:.~ecial inlarj.d 1j"~;t'9~';/::;'j'" 

projac~ on the Contin~~t• 

Arriv~d Davisville~ ~ ..•• 
I. 

llltb.C.~ .. de:pa:-ted. Da:visvi1le 1:n. t~'10 ss(rtior.s. 

!·~onthl,/ Re:?<~:,~ of this d..!!.~g $hot\l~ loc~ted r#t. lsy·te-3::;~:1~r? ~.,:i ~}l 
25 ofi!coz-s' ~4d ~51 ~8::1 O~~ cc<::b-:J.t o.? z;:\:"b I 0::: :. 

to t~e OinC C.3~ 
of th-a Co!ultrtlc~ion :~L:;~t0:t-'ia1 Dsptif' -!~t;::-iY :Base, G~:;.i';,lQ.r.:.~ O~S 
<detac~~~i;r:.t F~ssig:led. to l·~i!'.~ial'.ao cpe!'~:tio!4- Ons o.etr...-'l"'\':'ellt Oll 
~ar~~sn operatio~Q 

Seabee Museum
Declassified
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1 Jul 191:.5 

1 A1.lS 194.5 

1 Sen 19'..5 

I Seo 19!~5"+ 

7 Sap 19-',5 

5 Oct 1945 

i,iont':<ly I-~eqo1't S!:J.OFS 4 amphibious o)8rc.tions as 
foll0··'s: 

01)1'. III 2 officers and ]0 men 
00r. (/2 - ,., officers and 1/:0 nen 
Opr. !i~ ,., officers e.nd It,O men 

I, ..' 

Opr. f/~ l Le officers and 280 men 

Loce.tsd LE'!~yt.e-S·".mar. It offi'C8rs anG. 281 ~"m 0:-':' 

fo:,:·~·;a:rd o~srBtions ','dth Task Force li5. 

Task Force fit'::ro. 

1 of.Picer cmu ?:2 nen assigned USS L8'1' 91: for TiD 
in corrnection ";'rith causei72.~.· o?0rations. 

9 officers ordered aboard. USS LST 970 for TAD in 
conn":ct1.on ':;it~ cause,::~.y o0e:::,',?tions. 

111th CB ordered to be in9ctivated. 

N.JTE;t Tb.is l."G:'.l1erar;,' based on info!'c;.ction e.vailable in c.a. 0!':1'~r:}.tionz 
and Personnel Section of th~ B'\.lreau of Naval Personnel. 

Date: 15 Oct-1ber 191..5 
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