
 

“Construimus, Batuimus” 
“We Build, We Fight” 

105th Naval 
Construction 
Battalion    

Historical  
Information 



lQ5th C.B. 

1,lCTO Peary-

ABD - Hueneme 

Ready Dat'. - 15 Oet l 4:) 

Left ABD - 15 Dee l 4;) 

Location MHMr~ Le;yte-Samar 


~ 

8-21-43 - .Budocke requests transfer of the l05th OR from Peery to Camp Parks as Aug' 43. 

(Budocks Itr to ONa dtd 21 Aug'43) 


10- 3-43 - 105th 03 ordered tranaferred from Pa.rks to Hueneme. (ainO Parks ltI' to OinG l05tb 

OB dtd 3 Oct '43) 


12-aa-43 - 105th OB left ABD 15 Dec'43. (WRK) 

5-13-44 - 1 A:pr'44 report of IOSth OB _ operating at Milne Bay. 

6- 3-44 - 1 MqI44 report of 105th OB _ operating F!t Milne Bay. 

6-28-44 - 105th CB haa 300 men at Stringer Bay. M.B•• and bdpnce at Gamadodo a,s of 31 tl.P..,v 


1944. (Oomservfor7flt Sec. Itr. A-9 over Ser. :BP-OOI407 to D!rpacdock~ dtd 8 Jun) 
8-23-44 - 1 Jul'44 report of l05th CB _ operating p,t Milne Bay. 
9- 7-44 - 1 ~'44 report of looth C:B _ operating at 111111 Gl~l~ and G-ru:1~dodo. 

10-27-44 - l05th C::B assigned to Cub 12 fOF operflt ions at KING 1r~tCOl!lseI'for7fl t:iec. Lt r. 
to Bublks ~l over Ser ::BP-OOl873 dtd 6 Oct'44 - Call No'. 13668) 

11- 4-44 - 1 Sep'44 report of 105th CB _ operating d Milne Bay. Report enciorsed by lZUe. ReC. 
11- 8-44 - 105th CB in the 12th R~g. and located at Gem~.d.odo. Assigned to KING ~ ~per!Otbn. 

(Com'lerf'or7flt Sec. Itr A9-4 I)ver. Ser BP-001982 to iludocks dtd 1:3 Cct' lIL~ t,i')n ~nly 
report for Sep'44) 

. ,,, 

l05th O.B. 

11-29-44 - l05th DB loeated at Taclob&n. Leyte. (OomaeM'7fl" Sec. Diap. to DNO 150133 NCR 
18921 dtd 24 NOY'44) 

12-15-44 - 1 Oet'44 report of·l05th O:B - then located at !Ulna Bay. Rp.port endor.sed by 
12th Regiment. 

12-28-44 - The l'5th ~ left 12 Gct'44 for Leyte with the 12th Reg.(Comserfor7flt Sec. 
report for Oct'44 dtd 20 Nov'44). 

1-13-45 - The l05th OJ; in the lath Regiment and located B.t San Jua.nico Strait, Samar, 
Tacloban, and Oata.ian Point. (Oomserfor7flt Sec report for Nov'44 dtd 15 Dec'44) 

-26-45 - 1 Noy'44- report of the tIft:k:xft lath Reg. - The l05th OB moved from Mll.ne Bay t~ t 
LeTte during Oct'44. 

-27-45 - 1 Noy'44- report of the l05th OB - During the month of Oct. all projects were 

secured Md preparations were made tor adTanC8 ot thi~ unit to a forward area. 

:Bat" was divided into 4 part •• 3 of whiab. were echeduled to leave as a 1st 

~ehelon on 3 shipe respective17. the 4th remaining to dismantle the camp and 

load remaining material and equipment on a 4th cargo ship. On approx the 

middle of the month the 1st lDehelon em'ba.rked tor tbe forWard area. The re

maining f batt undertook the project of crat1Dg material and equipment in prep

aration for loadins' a cargo ship to folloy as the .and Echelon. Air n>.ids t 

bomb1.nc. and strafing from 24 Oct to, 29 Oct l 44. 


l-27-45 - 1 Decl "" report of the l05th-oi-" Setup camp on Leyte earl;y part of Nov. 2nd 

lehel.. arrld approi: miMle of No.. Batt has been split into :3 separate sec
tions ~ti.cient17 remote from each other to require 3 separate camps.


:-1 .... 45 -- 'l"'ne l05th c:a is located a.t S:o:. J11!'~nico Str.ait, S::Hn~rt f',t T.::,clort.,e an~ part a,t 

Gtdnnn. C)~nar.(Ci)MElerfor7flt S@c. rllt,?ort f0r T.lec'4A (Ito 15 Jc.n'4S). 

http:bomb1.nc


l05th C.B.~ 

3- 2-4S - Historical data on Advnnce Bases - (Oomserfor?flt Conf ltr AlJ over Ser BB-017Z 
dtd 7 Feb'45 to Budocks) Base Leyte
24 Oct e44 - dStream1ined elements" of the 12th Reg. arrived in Leyte G~f. De

barked at Tacloban on same d~y. The first echelon of streamlined 
batts included about 830 off. a.nd lnen of the 75th ind l05th :iBs. 
120 off. and men of Det. 1024. and 36 off. and men of the l~~h Reg. 
The Reg. was joined by the Slat OB with about 1100 off. Rnd men. 

30 Oct'44 - Detaehment of the 88th OB, S80 off. B.nd men. Joined the Re,:iment. 
1 Nov'44 - The 75th and 105th OBs and Det. 1024 began to move to the vicini ty 

of San Antonio to develop faciliUes on Sams,r Is. 
12 Nov'44 - ».,&'-_6.' ef the 93rd OB. 9S0 off. and men. joined the Re~iment. 

12-14 }jov'44 - Second echelons ot'the steamlined units arr'd. 
Beoause of the prohiblt i ve ground oon&it10ns. oonst. of nll vel of,se 
facilities was de1qed until further studies ~nd reallocl"'.tions could 
be made. During this time. a period of about 1 wK, the 75th, 10Sth. 
and Det. 1024 developed camp areas, first in Taclobe,n. then on Ani
bong Point. 1 mile to the north. 

9 Dec'44 - Movement of all regimental and nEival bRse units to Guiuan ",'as begun. 
(Because the llxpected compl. da.te of the Army airstrip could not be 
met due to poor so11 oonditions. an area in southern SAmar Is. nea.r 

Guinan wal aoouted and found suitable for an airstrip and Rlsa nrefer~
ble for other intended installations. Hence. on 9 DAC •• it WAS fin
ally decided to build f,',ll naval facilities at Gu1UA.n.) 

Locat10n - Lgzte=SRmar l:Q5~A Q.~. 

8-3)-45 - 1 AU8'45 renort of the l05th Cl3 - loeated at Lapada, Sarrar. 19 men are on TAD. Re
port iva the 19th lteg and 7th Brig. 

8-24-45 - 1 ADg'4tSrepon of the 19th Beg - !he 10510h a:B 18 located. at Lipatat Samar with 
the exception cI. 23 men on detached. dut1 with the 12th Beg Lbr Prod Sec at Baleng1ga 
Lqt•• 

9-24-45 - 1 Sept'''=5 report of 19th Reg - l05th OB locpted Rt Lip~>ta. 3am.?r. 31 men '.:i~l? 
105th 0:13 ere working with OBD 1085 located at Bs,lengige. Leyte. 47 men tran.s fer ;'ed. 
to U.S. for rotation. 7 men trA.nsferred to U.S. for over-E"..ge dischnr€:es. 20 ;:"""n 
transferred to U. s. for dlschllrge.:· under the po tnt systeXil.. 

9-GS-46 - 1 Sept'45 report of 105th CB - located in SE'.C".l"!r area. aeport vV" 19th J:t €{". c, 7th 

Brig. 74 men trA.nsferred to tT. S. for le"l.ve 6: discbRrge under the po~nt syste::;. 


LO-25-45 - 1 Oct'45 report of l05th OB - location not stat ed. Report via 19th Reg. & 7th Rrg. 
11-2-45 - OineO. Samar requests anthorlty to inactivate 105th CB. (OinCC. Samar ltr ser P65

45 dtd I? Oc1; l 45 io COf. Phi1aeatron). 
1-30-45 - 1 Nov'45 report of l05th aB - location not stated. Report via 19th Reg. & 2nd Brig. 
2-12-45 - aOMservpac reqs Samar to inactivate 105th 013. (Comservpac liTX 110054 Dec' 45 to 

Samar) • 
2-19-45 - l05th aB was inactivated on 21 Nov 14S. (7th Brig 1tr ser ??4Q dtd 21 Novt45 to 

oina , l05th CB). 



Locpt ion - LeY'te-SI'.m~r l05th CB 
3-14-45 -- Comserfor7flt eonf. spdltr Ser. 0376 dtd 2 Mar'45 +.0 ONOE Le:rte Gulf - The l05th 

as is hereby detached from its presently assigned dmtles. Shall report to CNC$ 
Leyt~ Gulf for duty with Commander Con~trnctlon Forces Leyte-Samar. 

3-a:>-45 - 1 JRIlt 45 report of tbe 105th 013 - located at Tacloban 8S of 1 Jan. Report end. 
by 12th Reg. 

3-22-45 - Comdt NO:B, !'acloban. Leyte orders the 105th OB to 'fUrther report to the 00, NavStB., 
GulU8.D., Samar for duty 'lith Const loroes headed by' Oomdr Oonst Forces and Sr Brg 
Oomdr. (Oomdt 1tr P16-3(1) over Ser 98? dtd 11 Mart45 to OinO 105th O:B' 

3-.27-45 - 1 Peb'45 report of the 105th 013 - located at Guiuan. Samar. Report end. by 12th R. 
4- 7-45 - The 100th CB reported to 00 Nav Sta, Guinan, Samar on 14 Mar'45 - ordered to 

further report to Const. Forces for duty. (let end. on CRaa Leyte orders Ns/plh
3(1) over Ser 1342 dtd 14 Mar'45) 

4-10-45 - !he 105th. em ls located at Samar. (Com7fl t Seo. d1sp to Cominch 2f0756 Mar' 45) • 
....... - 1 ~·41 npor' of 105tI1 QB - 10.'e4 a.' Qui..... ~. 'by lath iteC" 3rd Brlc. 

Also operatlng on Oa1iooan and Tubaboa Islands. 
4-2'10-48 - 1 Jeb'4S report of 12'11 lee. - 3) .. transferred to l05th 08. 
4-30-45 - The 105th CB is located at Guluan. Scheduled for Cebu 1 Jul t 45. (Comserfor7f1t 

Sec Rep dtd 1 Apr'45) 
5- 8-45 - The l05th OS is shown located at Samar. scheduled for Oebu 1 Jul'45 on the Dir

pacdock:a S.F. Sec Rep of 15 Apr'45. 
f5-1o-l1 - 1 Aprt4&) raport of 29Ul CD - 29tit DB haa 23 .en work1Dg on l05th OJ projeots. 
5-D-48 - 1 .,'41 report of 105th OJ - located a' GuluaD.t Samar. Report routed via l2thReg 

.. art Ir1C. 
5-28-45 - . 1 .Apr' 46 report of 105th CB - located a.t Guiuan. Report end bl 12th Reg & 3rd Brig. 

tocs.tion - Leyte-Stlmar l05th C.B. 

6-9-45 - 1 Me.yl45 report of the 19th Reg. - The l05th CB Detachment I of about <roO :nen, 

was moved to OsmenR for constr work. The main uortion of the l05th CB is now 


tJ:u,c,J;'W '" .\..
moving its perml'lnent camp from.SHm~lr to Lapat,a where it is assigneod con"',,!' 

Tank: Farm, N~v Supply DApot, Bnd WelfarA & Rec Center. 


6-15-45 - 1 Jun'45 report of 105th CB - located at Guinan. Samar. Reryort routed via 19th Reg 
.. 'ial Brig.
6-19-45 - l05th OB located at Leyte-SAmar--soheduled for Cehu 10/1. (Comserfor?flt Sec C] 


Locat1on Schedule 7th Flt dtd 5 June) 

6-26-45 - 1 Jun'45 report of the 19th Reg. - The l05th 011 has mOTed 8 time. in the Leyte 

Gulf area. Now in-process of moving from Gu1ua.n to Osmena-L1pata area. Each r 
unit of the 19th Reg. will lB· together by the end of June and all will be based 
within the San Pedro 1!q area. 

7-16-4.5 - 1 Jul'45 report of the 105th c:s - located in Samar area. Report routed vi~ 19th 

Reg & 7th Brig. 


7-24-45 - 1 Jul'45 report of the 19th Reg statee that the 105th OB i8 under both operational 
• ac1JDtnlstratlTe control of the 19th Reg. !he 105th CB completed movement from 
Guiuan to Llpata during JuD"S. The det. located at Oamena returned to t1pata 
to the main Batt during Jun' 45. 23 !Den from the l05th c:s are Itl1l on detached 
duty with the 12th Beg Lumber Producing Section at Balengiaga. 

7-a7-45 - The l05th 013 is loteated at Guiuan. SBJIlar. constructing Nave.l Station officers 

qtrl. gt\lley rod mess. Oonstructing bulk fuel storage and instnllrticn of !1Fl 


filter plant Alld uwnu station, constructing 'iJaval Station power diet stem ~nd 

s.wer outfall. (COT· 7th Flt Sec Rep for June) Attached to 7th Erg l? h de~. 

8-1~-45 - The l05th OB is in the 19th Reg and 7th :ar~. (Com7flt conf report on C~ L :'f.:,; r.!;:' _ 
tion 1n Leyte-Sa.D'lr:.r a.reA. ser 04296 dtd 26 .. u1y to ::am) 



Looat1on: . 105th Naval Construction Battalion 
tittle Creek, Va. 

, 

1-27-47 The l05th was aotivated at NAVPHIBASE.Litt1e Creek, Va. 
:;.)1 Januar;r 1947. l05th 1s under the operational control 

ot oomPh1bLant as Task Unit 42.1.9-Lc.J>... H"cltY" STe\lIfN~,JR.. 0'14 C. 
3- -48 D.tac~t *S" departed Little Creek, Va., (10 March 1948)

ArrivedUDA, Navy 214, FPO, NY., NY 20 March 1948. Fifty (50) 
meD, ODe (l) Otficer. '4//' ~." <d"/:'.iL.-"-" . ~'./f -c e-e/1.- , - .z,;J/- (

\ A ,..-11_ ~~.d C;rvtl Ut.. '-/ <" L ' 

l 

IT!&-~/r..::., 
(J n-M 71# t ~ 

t, 
• 

On Bo~d 

Date Ottlcers Men Author.-
3-1-47 3 130 BNP625 & Roster 
4-1-47 :3 130 tt" 5-1-47 4 231 ft « 
6-1-47 4 315 " " 7-1-47 5 440 It If 

r 

C. B. #105 
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gl' :BOARD 


Pm 01JICBBS g AUTHORIT! 

1 Junt 44 25 MoR 

ao Jun·44 zh 1010 Recap. 

1 ~'44 2? 1008 MoR 

1 Sep'44 'Jl 1004 MoR 


30 SeP''" 993 Becap 

1 Oct'44 26 993 MeR 

1 Hov'44 31 1050 MoB. 

1 Dut l 44 31 10. NoR 


31 Dec'44 1016 Recap. 

11.'45 M 1016 MaR 


34 lCWt ~14If!;f I. 10. UP625 .... Moll 
1..,'48 21 1041 Roll 
llaa·... 315 1084 IIPIBlft Jt 
1 Jvl'45 26 l00S afte6&1l 
1 Augt45 at 944
1 Septl45 as 878 1B~:f 
1 Oct'45 19 437 Bl1PSa5 & R 
1 Nov'45 14 36'7 BNP625 & R 

~.. 
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THE SUN h•• chang.d from the hot r.d w.efer climbing ".'r th. Virginia
hll. to th. white hot promi..of • July ay. i 
Along the comlMny str..... in Area A-8 of CampP..ry. th. platoon 

chiefs cell morning muster. KIte.i clad company officers. thein.....s fresh 
from omc.n· indoctrination courses as the men .re from "boot training." 
observe the ritual wifh ey•••s speciously experien* as they wiD become 
actually . .., later on. i . 
, "Hu~ret-four......p for your _ft.. :. i 

Down the company street••I~ng the hot dusty ro!ld wh~.uta the w..... 
house, a few str.y d~ foIowfng at the heels of the men a. Cfqgs always will 
follow • body of m.~hing men. down pad Are. A;.IO .nd fato the Armory 
for rifles. for riff•• to be used in the bu.in... of training men lot warfare. 
march a ihousand men. .; I 

For tIIis is "advanced training" for fhe 10Sift S..,,", in ICamp real')' in 
the summ.r of 1943. Thi. is the adv.nced treinineJ for whi~ our indrucfon 
in boot led us through fhe rudiments of milita"l fraining_ fOr which we sat 
during endless lectures in the grateful shade. ofs~dingi sycamores. for 
which we fought with woodell ma..... drlled with dul'M\Y riles. marched 
in close order drill. filed ihrough the gas chamber. ~ •Adv.~ training for 
• ihousaftd men who are to be welded, or hammered. or +reined into a unit 
of a ihousand men. . :. i 

This is the 10Sth Battalion marching down the· n:Hld••..~rt.in .pride and 
swing in its step. marchIng down to the firilMJ r.lMJ.to ....I•••• firearms 
and live ammunition for the first time. . ~ 

The man .re strangers din to e.ch other. d.spite thatr eaay. femm.r c0n

versation. Their ties of comr.deshir' ••nd hardship. ..... dill to come. Com
m.nder Madey, in +he first iaue 0 the battellon pa~. "CltEW BLASTS." 
writes th.t 'W. are each of III his.bro""skee".., boun4 together by • 
common tie--rnernbers of the I05th Construetion Bettalion.' 

Strangers stiI. but each day brings with it sorneihing _ to im~nt.its 
stamp indelibly in the mind of every maHatle incidents which .... the be-
ginnineJs of mutual memories. sad mamories ....n•• to be rec:aled at ~ 
futu,. tima when the mind is hot with thoughts of home. • 

For now. a,. the first tetanus shots, the man lining up In *font of'sa Bay
in companies, the web waiting to take them to Smalt S~ for a clothing 
issue immediately after +heir shots. .: 

Th. d.ys that tumble after one another are filled with a tIerias of "firsts." 
H.... is the first smok.r. ihe first issue of theb4tt,tlion ne"r' the first 
dn1l with the merinel a~ the unforgettabl. obstacl. cou", i first beer 
at Topside, the first reellc:uttlebutt. ! 

"Scuttlebutt," which is the IOU' and bre.th of the .nI'atedman', .... 
of information without fact. and which cen be likened only v.gueiY. to civilian 
"rumor,II enf.. our every day. And now it is AIasb or ~ Aleutians +0 
which batt.lion scuttlebutt has us going. An issue ~. warm i~ ~! Small 
Stores. a lW'mise here. a casual word there••nd 100II the ~ is ac
cepted: we are going north. ! 

The days which pass are filled to the brim with activity.IHorne. and the 
d'amly ... membered routine of·cMlian a.,.. Ii... fhecr....... past,; The past 
H. receded in a welter of strange. ataUs.;n h.. form.ill9. of. new ltfe. Y.tlt 
is but a few brief weeb since the men were QviUabsfHi'lUibg ~ famit..r 
civilian fobs. It is in IofXing backw.rd· that . ~neis ..,.. to ... hOw quickly 
time is paSSing: the future stretches into an un"""i~.W. ift!inity.:

With the men scarcely .war. of its significap. the c:ornqaissioning.of the 
battalion on 24 July 1943. has com. and gone .Imost., qu;cHy a, the brief 
.ppearance that Capt.in W.re made .t the exercises. BIu$ and whites.,. 
worn in hberties in Wilraamsburg and in Richmoftd. These first hbertMs .,. 
eJ[ube...nt-pent up rele... of the emotions of man whQ have just gone 
ihrough the gre.te.. periodl of change in their Rves in the briefest pow"bla
tIma i • 

0;... eagerly awaited ten day pre-embark.tion leave ~ on Friday the 
13ih. in August, but the men are unmindful of the su~'connotetions 
of the day. AD are eager to return to their ho~ to swa • with • C8fI. 

tain d.gree of pardonable prid., in their new btu.. or before tMir 

http:c:ornqaissioning.of
http:backw.rd
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wives mothers and sweethearts for the first time. • f d 
In this. the pre-emb ..rk..flon leave ~hich merb the o!fidal .ndIRV 0 a • 

vaneed training, Michi9an ceUs to Indl..M, New York bids a ch.erfuI9°~th
bye to Kentucky, while Westport, Vermont, and Rome, Texa5, loom WI 

just as much importance in the eager memorHl. of the men a. do those, of 
the larger cities. For the one thing it spells fQr,all alike. recJerdleu of City, 
creed or b ..ckground. is-HOME. 

Home. We are to spend meny hours thinking of home in days to come. 
W...re to think more about it with a quiet poignancy. with a dull ache, in 
the stalness of strange .. nd dist .. nt nights..

But flme enough to think of iket later. NOW we ..... going home. to our 
cities and towns. to our wives and mothers. to good times, and beer ...nd 
steaks the w.y we hke them. We enjoy them whil. we can. There is much 
that lies .head. 

The crisp. cool morning air bites into the men as they stand at attention. 
This is muster again, but this time it is in C.lifornia. In California. C.mp 
Parks. in September. Thi. is California with its promise of warmth and sun 
end perpetual spring, 

The men shiver slightly a' they stand ..t attention in the crisp of the early 
morning, Mt. Diablo piercing the low overhanging douds to the north. 

Behind us lies the first gre .. t memory of the men as a battalion: pr....m
borkation le..ve. Stories, tales, and escapade. are told and refold while 
waiting in chow lines, or in the mess halls. The men have b.,un to refer to 
their wives by Mme in the teUing of stories concerning home. This is another 
indication of the growing exchange of confidence. 

Then, too, many wives have come west to join their husbands, settinv· up 
• semblance of housekeeping in nearby Hayward, Stockton, or UvermOre. 
The single men take their fun in Oakland and Sen Francisco on liberty nights. 

In camp the b ..tt.lion is developing a smoothMss and cooperation built 
on long hours of practice. Close order drill hes become more preci ••, obedi
ence to orders noticeably quicker and e ..sier. The obstade course does not 
t..ke as much out of the men as it did at Peary. 

Many west coast men who did not take their 1M.... from Peary do so now 
from Camp Parks. They are missed by their infimate., their absence scarcely 
noted by the b.ttalion. Perhaps at some future date I'ne will belike that for 
us; one company to be detached from the battalion for a special job, its 
.bsence t .. ken for granted by the remainder of the battalion. The lOSth, 
IS • unit, hal already begun to achieve an individuality of its own, divorced 
from, end larger than, any one men. yet a composite Of all the men. 

In the evenings here there are shows, movies, ping-pong--and liberty. 
The men are finding out that they have a good use for their pea co .. ts for 
the first time. We do not know it now, but this is the coldest weather we will 
encounter for the next two years. 

Perhaps it is just ..s well that we do not hold the key to what the future 
holds in store for us. The only thing of which we are reasonably certain i. 
that soon-no one knows when-we must leave Camp Parks lor our lest 
Stemid. ba.. before shipping out of the States-Port HueMme, In lower 
California. 

The weeks drag by with a p ... adoxical swiftness. More memories Mve 
been manufactured here. Already the mock battl......but very reel fight
for the Rag on the hill lies behind us. Also a mett.,. of record now i. the first 
teal construction job the battalion hal had auivned to it: the erecting of the 
first quonset huts In Camp' P .. rb for the quartering of incominv personnel. 
Some have had speci .. 1 liberties out of their workInv day and night; stil 
others h .. ve been disappointed. 

In the past. too, lies our memory of thet grim 9i9antic clevil-optly Mmed 
Mt. Oiablo. It was here that we dimbed hour aft.,. hour. full peclcs slung 
ecross our backs. and tasted of Crations. and had our grateful smokes dur
ing "breaks." It was here on a gentfe slope of the mountain thet we erected 
our first tents, set up our own temporary camp. replete with guards and 
passwords. It was here, too, that we staged our mock warfare, slinking 
through the underarowth. squirming through dank, slimy conduits to escape
from the nenemy." 



--..---------.~---------

The notice to secure at Camp Para comes suddenly. To scuttlebutt that the batte1iOCl wnl ...re. that we ere 
some of the men it come, while they are at Mt. ~iablo. ready to ship out in a few days. Th.· recurrent scuttle
To all it means having OM final liberty. . butt. and the waiting. sets the nerves of the men on 

We feel very much the veteran these days. We have 
seen new cities and strange towns; we have been at two 
campL We have had our first taste of 'round the clock 
worlt and have successfully met the first target date. W. 
have traveled across the country by raUroad. And th.re 
is griping. too. Th.re is much open griping in baing mere
ly a member of the I05th, but secretly the nKtn take a 
deep pride in being in the battalion. You can see it in 
their eyes on liberty when a stranger mentions the IOSth 
in an unexpected manner: or on their faces when they 
meet another man in the IOSth. The seeds of solidity. 
fraternity, uni:tv. are taking hold. 

It is late of a Sunday .v.ning in .arly October when 
we leave Parks. At the station a few women 
weep. It is always the women who weep. 

.dge. T~ are eager to get going, tolget going on the 
job for which they enlisted. . ! 

And stjll the war pre ......... dailv~ in the litfLt things 
we do not say to .ach oth .... in the 11., papers we sign 
for safeke.ping in the personnel offk:e. in instructions 
for the not too pleasant notification j,f the next of kin 
••• Gruesom. in/ormetion, but ~ry information. 

Not allis grim. however. Life stiU ~s its lighter side, 
and Ho~ood and neighboring tow .. provide most of 
it. The Ho~ Canteen. Moving picture starL Private 
famUies who welcom. many of the Seabees into their 
homes. WIv.s who have followed their husbands here
some of them with childrei1--4nd whO are now living in 

Oxnard. Life continues i in this uncertain 
world of a netion et war.--a,ut the strings 
are pulled by the 10Sth,. end the men fe.1Some of them wave tiny handkerchiefs. A 
and respond. The umblliClflI cord which bindsfew seilors. going out on liberty. stop and 
th.ir destiny to ·fh. battalion has becomepause a moment. then continue down the 

road. In the distant blue of the gath.ring strong and. tight. .' and h,U come to mean 
evening Mt. ~iablo sits •.• and watches ••• more than ....rely .... ~ dry print' of 
like a great cat sitting on its haunches. Nevy Regulations. t 

But the men know nothing of thiL They H.... also we ere giVtln the opportunity 
are busy scrambling for seats. setting them of proving thet we arei builders, endlesS 
selves up with as much comfort as they can wooden barre. to be e~, a city to be 
for tha overnight trip to Hueneme, to one built and es always be lour Iot--a targ.t 
step nearer whatever it is that the ~rs date to b. m.t. Here oft for the first of 
that be have seen fit to call into eXlstenc. many tim.s. sent m.n o.ay from the main 
the IOSth Saabea,. unit to do construction wOrk miles distant. 

And on the station the women weep. This tim. it was the construction of a redar 
The eternal moming muster is still with us. station on San CI.mente, done in record 

Everything about it is the same-except time by the men of "C"icompany. Yes, we 
that this is Port Hu.nem. now. the last ad. 

vanced base depot before shipping out of 

the States. There is a reality and urgency about this base 

which was notic.ably lacking at previous camps. It exists 

in the trucks carrying equipment to the nearby do.; 

in the civilian workers employed by a base construction 

company~ in war stoea pUed row on row in great ware

houses. 


The battalion occupies one area in the camp. which is 
to be our home for the duration of our stay here. For 
once we have our own meu hall, our own recreation hut, 
our own quonsets in which to live (win Island x be like 
this. we wond.rl~ Topside there is a large beer hall. And 
at night and over week ends there is liberty to Ve.ra. 
Santa Barbara, Hollywood, Los Angeles. 

Dally the war creeps closer. Hard-bitten I'IIfarines ere 
still our milital')' mentors. sending us through the peces of 
close order drill. instructing as in the use of '03.. or in 
camouflage school. There are lectures. too, and hiles 
have become almost a delly occurrenc •• W. leemto 
roll infantry padcs, set up shelter halveL 

At the sam. time the battalion beginl ecquiring 
equipment. some to be issued to the men at once. some 
to be issued ov.,..al. We are issued gal ma ..... meu 
gear, bayon.ts. Shoes are checked and rechecked. re
placements issued for those too badly wom. 

No one is quite certain yet what our destinetion is to 
be, though by this time it is fairly obvious that it will be 
some"!'ere in the South Pacific. Each day brings its own 

we,. now learning to ~ together as a unit 
and a company as well II to bve and play. 

There is som.thing elSe we do here~ We act. The bat
telion "goes HoRywood" and acts in a moving picture. 
''The Rghting Seabees," a RepubQc picture st.ning 
S~n Hayward and Dennis O·Keef., d8cid.s to make 
use of the IOSth Battalion for its baffle scenes and other 
shots. So it is th.t the cameras record for aU tim. the 
1000h a, it makes a "beachhead"; tetting on and off 
tnJcb in full battle regali.; standing at attention while 
Dennis O·K.efe... a commander,rtH:eiv .. a ~'citation." 
The men go· through boot sceMs..:t for.the benefit of 
the cam ......nd it is fun. But It Is . too. and one day 
it must end. • , 

It does· so one day when. with startqng suddenneSl, the 
Commander summons the Nftalion to a tneeting in the 
larg. Recreation Quonset Hell. It .~ more than ...,en 
weeU since the batta80n lnived. at! HueMm•• "1 can 
....re you." the Command... tells .. that night, "that 
you will be seeing white caps>for ChrfstmaL" 

This i. good newt. very good newS indeed, for this is 
already the first week in Oecem_ 

The C<HnNl)der is as good a. his iworcl. W. have al. 
ready had ourf last bivouac. some seJnn miles from the 
camp, on a beach fronting the Paciflc. und... simulated 
battle conditions. In camp. too. Weare given. at Small 
Stores, the priority of a IMttaliOCl e~ to ship out. We 
buy razor blades, shaving cream, toOth ~, handker
chi.fs. lOCks. "Buy .nough for et iIMst forty days.II 
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