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Budoclts recuests transfer of the 94th CB, consisting of approx. 26 off. and 1081
men, from NCTC Peary to NCTC Davisville. (Budocks ltr to CNO dtd 18 May'43)
Budocks requests traznsfer of the 94th CB, consisting of 26 off. and 1081 men,

on 15 Jul'43 from NCTC Davisville to ABDRB Davisville. (Budocks ltr to CNO dtd

9 Jul'43)

84th CB left ABD Davisville 22 Oct for Acorn Training Depot, Lido Besch, L.I. (RD)E
1 Dec'43 report of 94th CBR - embarked for oversess 10 Dec'43. ’
21 Jan'44 report of 2nd Brig. - 94th CB arrived Pearl Harbor 1C Jan'44. Is '
located at Red Hill end will work at Pearl City under the 8th Reg.

1 Feb'44 report of 94th CB - operating at Alea, Red Hill, and Moanalua on Qahu. ¢
1 Mer!44 report of 94th CB - operating at Alea, Red Hill, and Mcanalu=z. £
1 Apr'44 report of 94th CB - operating at Ales, Red Hill, Ford Is., and Catlin. {
1 May'44 report of 94th CB - operating at Alea, Red Hill, Camp Catlin, and Ford :
I
1

8. Estimated date of completion is 15 Jun'44.
Junt44 report of 94th CB - Operating on Oshu.

94th C.R,
1 Jul'44 report of 94th 0B - operst ing at Oaim.

1 Aug'!4d report of 94th 0B - operating at Oshu.

1 Sep'44 report of 94th 7B - operating on Oshu. Dstimrted date of completion
of present assignment - 1 Dectdd, |

10-18-44 — 94th (B detached from the 8th Reg, and ordered to revort to the 5th Brg, for

l0=lBedd —e

10-20-42 <

duty.(2ad srg. conf. 1tr AHCRr-06-HCB/fnf over P14-4/00/MN to 0inC of 94th CB
dtd 19 Sepl44.)

94th O3 is no longer located at Peerl Harbor{Comld Sec. disp. 042028 ICR 17927
to CNO dtd 9 Oct'as), * :
1 Oct'44 report of 94th 0B - Batt embarked for forward arez on 19 Sep'44 anda /&
was still 2t ses =t the time the 1 Oct'44 report was written. 4 draft of 70

men was received prior to sziling.

11-11-44 -= ¥he 94th CB is located at Ouam.(Is.Com. Secret airmailgsram to CiWO 011201 NCR 14721

18- 144 -
12- 244 -

12-259-44 ~
128844 -

1-27-45 -

dtd § lov'tad),

1 Nov'44 report of 5th Brig. - 94th OB arrived 17 Oct'44 and is in the 4Cth Reg.
1l Nov'44 report of 94th CB - Batt in transit major part of Oct'44. Report
erdorsed by 27th Regiment, Arrived Guam 17 Oct'a4,

1 Dec'44 report of the 40th Reg. - 94th CB departed P.H. 18 Sep'44 and arrived
Guam 17 Oect'44., Began work 1 Nov'44. Unit has been overseas 12 mos. this cruise,.
0 mos. previous cruise.

1 Dec'44 report of 94th 0B - located at Guam. Report endorsed by 40th Reg.

1l Jan!4d revort of 9 4th CB - no info on location. Report endorsed by 40th Reg.
The %4th T2 is located Ssuth West o7 Acans.on Guam.(5th 3rigacs War Zicry 1 Dac
thri %1 Tec'dd),



Location - Guam 94¢h C.B,

2- 6-45 - 1 Jan'45 report of the 40th Reg. - 1 off. and 1B men ret'd to the 94th CB on
12 Dec'44 having been detached since 24 Jul'44 with temp duty orders with a Pon-
toon Detachment; this group participated in the invasion of Angaur. Copy of
letter of commendation from Dets, 1035 and 1038 attached.

2-36-45 - 1 Feb'45 report of the 94th CB - location not given. Report endorsed by 40th Reg.

4-3-45 - 1 Mar'45 report of the 94th CB - located at Guam. Report emd. by 40th Reg.
Estimated date of completion of present assignment is 30 May'45.

4~10~45 =~ The 94th CB is located SW of Agag@(@gam).(Sth Brg. War Diary for 1 Feb to 28 Feb'45)é

4-12-45 - 1 Aprt45 report of the 94th CB - lodhted at Guam.
4-16-45 -

The 94th C3 is located S.W, of Agana on Guam and 1s attached to the 40th Reg,
(5th Brg War Diary of 1 Apr'45)

5-14-45 -~ 1 May'4b report of the 94th CB - located at Guam. Report routed via the 40th Reg *

and 5th Brg. 3
6-19-45 - 1 Jun'45 report of the 94th CB - loected at Guam. Report via 40th Reg and 5th Brg.g
7-11-45 = 1 Jul'45 report of the 94th CB - located at Guam. Report wia 40th Reg and 5th Brg...

7-27-45 - Desire to substitute the 136th C° in lieu of the 94th 0B. (Comservpac conf. dis=
patch 261935 Jul'45 to ComMarianss.)

P45 - Concur in sudbstitution of 136¢h CB in lieu of the 94th CB.{ComMarianas conf dig- i
patch 272117 dated Jul'45 to Comservpac.)

Jeldwdd - 1 3ept'45 report of 34th CB. Renort via 40th Ieg & 5th Brig. No info as to, 4
location.

16-3-45 ~ The following units are to report to 40th Reg.-25th, 48th, 56th, 72nd & 94th CBs ¢
ggiéﬂaég?fzés. (01inC, S5th Brig. ltr ser 10606 dtd 19 Sept'45 to above units via

Locztion -~ Guanm 94th CB :
10-18-45 -

1 Oct'4d report of 94th B - location not stated. Report via 40th Reg. & 5th Brig..
78 men transferred to U.S. for discharge under the point system. ;
12-5-45 - 1 Nov'4E report of 94th OB - location ngt stated. Report via 40th Reg. & Sth Brig.:
12-17-+5 = S4th OB was inactivated on 20 Nov'45d. 94th CB conf 1tr dtd 28 Nov'45 to BuDocks -

(Pers. transferred %o 3ec. Ship Jav 926 & various units of the 5th Brg). ;
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B I RTH OVF A

Camp Peary
*

Mayhbe you listened to a glib resruiting officer when you
should have been home reading & book. Mayhe you liked
the colorful design of the hellicose, white-capped Seabee
earrying wrench, hammer and Tommy gun. Mayhe you
thought the Seshees could employ your talents to the
hest advantage. Mayhe vou got into the Seabees by acei-
dent, or mayhe yon were drafted.

Whether you kunew what yon were doing or not, yon
all wound up at Camp Peary and at sowe time or nnother
became members of the Mth Naval Construction Battal-
ion, You emme from all stutions of life and from all see.
tions of the United States. Booted T'exans wearing pearl
gray Stetsons met zoot-suited boys from Brooklyn. And
then they threw yon all in the mill and you came out
wenring the same uniform.

A great many of you were veteran coustruetion me-
chanies. Others had eivilian occupations foreign to any
kind of construetion. Some coustruction speeialists
wonnd up performing jobs they had never done before;
elerks became enrpenters, merchauts found themselves
on cement gangs, Some of you found jobs related to your
civilian employment in serviee organizutions,

Mosi of yon were called to aetive duty in March, 1943,
You reported to the nearest reeruiting office and left with
small groups of recruits. You boarded a special coach
and merged with other groups. Your coach hooked on to
a special train and by the time you pulled into Williams-
burg, Va,, the train disgorged an army of raw reernits,

The prospect was far from encouraging when you
walked through the gate into Camp Peary’s induction
area. You hegau to be visited with calenlated indigni-
ties, Station force men, who probably had beaten you
to that same gate by only a few wecks, shouted deri-
sively, wanted to know where you had been kecping
yourself all thix time. Wherever yon went these morons
hollered, ** Youll hesorry ' You grinned the half-seared
grin of a hoot and inside you wanted to throttle them,

You eceased being an individus! the minute you hit
Peary. Chief petty officers Hued you up and ordered you
to surrender canteras, knives and stratght-cdged razors.
You marched to a warchouse where you pivked up hed-
ding and G underwenr, then marched to vour induetion
areit havracks. You wondered how vou were ever poing
to find that building sgain ameng all those rows of
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wooden shacks that Tooked so much alike.

Phat first night your world beeame a bleak amd hope-
less one. You had been a tree eivilian ouly a few short
Lours ago. Here you had to remain alert, listen to orders
that were bavked i uneivil tones. A sadistie instruetor
ran you all the way to the distant chowhall over rough,
unfumiliar terrain in piteh darksess. Yon wendered
what evil spell had befallen you and if you would have
to maintain this paee for the duration,

Early next morning youn were awakened by a bugle,
the barracks lights glared on and a hoarse baritone
ovdered you 1o **hit the deck.”” You raced throngh your
morning toilet and were marched to the chawhell, Then
rou began what probably was the worst day of your life.
While it hud taken several days to process earlier
recrnits yon weve given the works in one exhausting
period from dawn to late evening of the first full day.

First you lined up in fronf of a row of enipty carvdhonrd
boxes, Within 60 seconds you were supposed to strip,
place yvonr civilian clothing in the hox hefore you, seal
the hox and address the attached card, Later yonr wife
or mother would langh at the crnmpled vesults of your
parking, or mayhe she’d ery a Hitle bit,

They herded you into the medical center, painted a
nunther on your ehest with mereurochrome, You were
shoved From one medie to anotlier ad every portion of
your mtked anatomy was examined. Rapidly, step by
step, muving as an antonutton, you gathered your GI
clothing. You donned dungarees, white hat, heavy shoes,
a blue woolen sweater, The instructor, in the role ol a
Judak goat, el you o a shearing house where your wool
and your pride were eut to the gquick in the rapid snip-
pings of 2 barber’s elippers. You were pushed into an-
other butlding, cneontered the devilish wachine that
reeords thase harvible 1D photographs. You heard the
photographer chant : ** Look in the mirvor ., | tnke a deep
breath ., ho.oeold it L next man!”

They gave you enough clothes to last Tor the next five
years, At one end of g long, wooden warchouse you jotted
elothing sizes an a slip of paper and moved aleng the
connter, eateling the items in 8 sea bag as you walked
along. You had no way of kuowing il you had received
e eorvert sizes, hut you signed the ehits anyway and
relievesd the storekeepers of further respousibility. Yoo
had to keep moving,

Somebody ssked you about iusuranee allotments anid
frome somewhere o a deep void you heard yoursell an-
swering, you hoped, intelligentiy. Another frozen faced
idividual asked questions abont your eivilian back-
prronnd, then wrote: “ Coustruetion Laborer,.”” Romeone
anked how many war bonds you wanted to sulwieribe to.
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Night vanie at Iast and you straggled to your tem-
perary barracks with unwicldy seabag and mattress
cover jammed full. You drepped off into tronbled dreams
as soon as vour head hit the pillow. The next day, or
mayhe it was a couple of days later, yvou hoisted seabag
and matteess cover on round shoulders, staggered to the
street, londed the bags in one truek. erawled into an-
other, ind were jolted to your boot camp area,

Had you seen the blueprint of your iraining program
for the next few weeks vou might have contructed to
sell your earcass to a wedieal insticution, Hownver, the
first training gtages were easy and yvonr none {os supple
body sorvived, In faet you wers quite proud of it by the
time you broke hoof. You probably have not been in as
rood vondition since.

One of the most dveadful phases of the Camp Peary
training period was the needle, or human pin-cushion
phase. 1Y yonr shepherds had just led yon through sick
hay. and allowed the corpsmen to stick you it wouldn’t
have heen so bad. But they told tall stories about square
needles in delicate plaees, gaenishing the tales with de-
tailg horrible enongl to cresfe panic mmnong scaresilly
hpots. Nome passed out at the mere sigght of the needle,
mid there followed nights of high-fever and sleep-talking.
Before the ordeal was over you had been lined up and
shot™ for tetanus, typhus, eholera, yellow fever
small pox.

You profited meutally as well as physieally. You
learned to hear orders elearly and obey them instantly.
You serambled from vour sack at an untheard of middle-
of-the-night hour and made a hasty toilet. You conghed,
cursed, gronted and gronned threugh 15 minntes of West
Point warm ups, windmills, push ups and the other rack-
fug cruelties of setting up exercises, Then off yeu
marched to breakiast and by the time you finished the
morniug repast dawn was breaking,

Foel day began like that and ended with you wearily
seribhling a letter to the folks, reading, or hull-sessioning
with yeur new mates. Al dayvlight honrs were given over
to training, The instruetor would mareh you to the dvill
field, give you a couple of howes of close order, march
you to an auditorium or warchouse for a lecture, mareh
you to the chowhall, Before your could sligest the beavy
midday meal he would marel yon to another building,
seat you next toa pot-hellied stove and order you to stand
at atteption if yon doezed during the deoning lecture,
Then off te the drill field again and you'd get 15 winutes
of phyxical training and more ¢lose arder.

Youn were irstied wooden victory rifles and taught the
] of arms, You learned fo parry and thrast with
imnginary bayonets and woaden machetes. You hoped,
for gooduess sake, that you'd never vnn out of bullets if
you ever got into a serup with the enemy, From close
order you went into extended order, but you were
always going back to close order.

Every fourfh day was duty day. Yoenr duties were
varied, One day you'd stand guard duty, feverishly try-
ing to memorize the 11 genoral orders, and another day
you'd put in a long streteh on kitehen police. Or you’d
dou boots amd ride down to the swamp to elear brush for
the eternal Camp Peary wosquito control projeet. Some
duty days you'd clean heads, dive homb eigaretie butts.
or spread oil on o enmp road. Some nights you would
spend on fire wateh tussling with these ugly. squat
stoves that burned oither wood or coal and were always
cither oo hot or too eold,

1f you were one of the charter memhbers of the 94th
Batthion you completed boot training carly in May, 1943,
By May 15th you had been assigned to a company and
were rendy for advanee fraining,

f1z]



Advanced Training =» Davisville

Rhode Island

*

The train pulled into Cnnp Endicott abont 3 o’clock
i the morning of May 23, 1943, The eloistered life of
boot eamp was heliind you and sewttlebntt indieated
you'd have it easier. On the ride up from Camp Penry
you had enlivened the hours by swapping stories of
the gay 62 hour liberty,

1t bad been raining, but by the time vou disembarked
#t yvonr Rhode Ishind advanee base the rain had
stapped, Yon winrched immediately to the new avea,
You conldu’t get a very elear picture of your sur-
eomnlings so carly in the worning, but you felg yon'd
arvived at a very big place,

You were assigned 1o barracks and began unpuek-
ing some things before going to chow. Oue of the
yeomen came ranning in from an carly reconaissanee
with astonnding information, Liberty every fourth
uight ! Thirty-six hours every other week-end! And
Providenee a hell of a swell liberty town ! Yon rlowed
all over,

Training began two days later. There may have
heen sonie honest students among you, but when yvon
larned you could avoid entire half days of military
training by going to school, yon all tried to get into
something. You learned about wmachine guns, anti-
aiveralt, heavy equipmment, refrigeration, sub-grade
coustruetion, diving, Those who eonldn’™t wet into u
svhool spent mornings o the dreill field, listening to
the old Tamilize ehant, © a-one, twiup, theeep : threep,
fourdalapt "z or, lavelip, harelip——the lyvieal con-
tent depending on the instractor,

Yoo met and licked the toneh obstacle conrse, al-
thongh you always stowed down at the half way mark
when yon enconntered the tempting wares of the
Ceoold lumer™ merchants from towin You sweited
thrawgrh days of bayonet drill with those chumsy Lee
Fufield rifles, which weighed at least a ton and a half.
You practiced the manual of arus. Hour after hour
yon cocked, sighted aud pulled the teiggers of an-
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loaded rifles in dry fiving practice.

¥rom training as platoons, you marched as cvom-
panies, and then the entire battalion practiced mass
formations in preparation for receiving colors, The big
day arvived sd the 94th paraded onto the drill field,
marched (o marked positions, halted and stood at
attention. Your skipper, Lt. Commander Nielsen,
stepped forward and received the colors, It was a
thrilling spectacle, witnessed by @ large erowd, Many
of you old timers had a hmnp in your throat when you
marched off the ficld to the strains of *“Anchors
Aweigl.””

Providence Hived np to its reputation as a1 great
liberty town, ISvery fourth night you bathed, shaved,
dressed and galloped to the ODs office for liberty
chits, then joined the long lines of liberty hounds at
famons Gate 5, Yon dreamed up schemes to wangle
special 3675 on odd week-ends. The public address sys-
tem was always blaring ont with: ' Tarry Schmaltz,
sean seeond elass, your wife is at Gate 5.7 Or some-
thing like that,

Yon got to Providenee cither by hiteh-hiking ov
crowding into the ereaking busses. You enjoyed the
town's *Sunday in the Park.” a weekly entertain-
ment feature at Roger Willimwus PPark. There was
musie, dancing, entertainment by movie actresses and
radio singers. The narrow strects of the old port towu
were erowded with sailors and girls on a Saturday
night, There were attractions for all | . the Elks Bar,
the Pivates Den, the China Clipper, Pier 76, Port
Arthnr, the Crown Lotel. The Biltmore boasted four
hars.

Chartered busses carried you 1o Boston and New
Yourk for week ends, Some of you were interested in
seeing plaves where listory was made. Most of you
wanted to make history, The nearby town of Aretie
mtrigned yon, You heard there were soe many women
working at the textile mills that they hunted men in
packs. You went there to investigate,

The Battalion adopted a number of maseots during
advanee training, The favorite was Boomer, a big
dusty-red Chesapeake rvetviever, whe was quickly
spoiled by his many masters. His favorite sports were
ripping towels, hats and other G1 issue, and leaping
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playfally on unsuspeeting passerhys. Boower and the
Ml reached the pavting of the ways at Lido Beaceh,
however, beeatise the friendly eanine failed to restriet
hiss eavortings to the enlisted men, He was transferred
to the Coast (uard and trained a8 a watchdog.

Ahout the second of July, the men living east of the
Roeky Mountsing left Endicott on 10 day leaves and
luter in the month the Pacific Const men took off for
13 days, The time yon spent at home sped by, You
tressured every woment. You paraded down the main
strect of your home town, were toasted and cheered
by your townspeople, and were loved desperately by
vour wives and wothers, The leave-taking was more
diffienit than the first tipe,

Baek ot Endicott you had more dey firlug practiee,
but this time i Jed to the actual thing, Avined with
sarbines you went to the vitle range at Sun Valley and
hasd a Pull week of firing veal bullets ot fargets. 1t got
so year eonld hrear that “veady ou the rvight . | ready

[14]

on the left ... ready on the fiving line,”” in your sleep.
On the seventh day vou fired qualifying ronnds. The
average score was not so good, hut some of yon estab-
lished yourselves as sharpshooters.

Lt. Commander Nielsen left the 34th about this time
and @ new skipper came abonrd, le was Connnander
Tarald Omsted, who had commanded a battalion
the Aleutians, He laid down his policies in & meeting
at the RGA theatre, stated his likes and dislikes
Bluntly. aud said he was expecting great achievements
of the 94th.

As advattee trainiug eame to an end, you hegan to
hear seuttlebutt that the ontfit was moving to Missia-
sippi, 1o Californin and to Maine, Sowe moosmstruck
monger even eaite ap with the information that you
were going to Maine to dig potatoes, As a matter of
faet, yon easpally walked two miles over to Camp
Thomax, which had been well scouted by Hth per-
sonnel, You had been there hefore (o quafl beer at
“The Barn,”” which, ineidenutally, was the most tamous
landmark at Camp Thomas,

You really liked those small Quotset hnds at ABL.
Living in small groups, you got better aeguainted.
The liberty set-np was more generons than at Endi-
vott, and you lived for vhose off.duty hours, Your play-
boy hours were ta provide stories of heauan guzzling
and lady killing for years to evwe, You'd tell them so
ofter you'd bore evervone Imt yoursell,

Now the 9th began to operate as a complete unit
within itself, Already the supply, disbursing. person-
nel, welfare, MAA foree and other deparfments were
in operation, The gallex was organized and, for bhetter
or for warse, von had your own cooks and hakers, Yon
found that, given the propar ingredients, they could
turn out a pretty tasty meal.

While the men from the Pacific Coast were enjoy-
ing their leaves, the rest of yon were ssued 03s amd
walked aver to Sun Valley again to tey vour luck with
the henvier weapon, The seores were better this thae,
When yvon weren ™t on the range von were building
sewer faeilitios and performing public works jobs,
inchiding the “honey wagon™ detail,
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After a week at Sun Valley you marehed hack to
Catup Thomas and landed smack into your first real
job of the war. Week after week, working three shifts
a day, you holted pontoons together, strengthened
tham with jewelry, and constructed a field of pontoons
large enough for Jnunching airplanes, Your time was
your vwu when you were not working and a great
many of yon reveled in lony hours of liberty, went
without slecp.

The job lasted the belter part of two months, You
worked haed and were thrilled by the visible progress
you made with the swent of your labors. Coustruction
ien begun to fit into their rightful slots. You admired
the men who, lacking in the finer points of ¢lose order
deill, Tormd Uheir element in work.

You didu’t know exnetly what yon were building,
hut you knew you were doing s job for which you had
Joined the Seabees. Later you heard many stories
about what happened 1o the result of your handiwork.
The story most evedited was that the vasi pontoon
eluster was towed to the Buvopean thestre of opera-
tionsg, and nxed in the invasion of the continent,

Just to prove yon were s working ontfit and not a
fighting ubit, vou spent # day and a2 night on Dyer
Island playing wav games. After pup tents had boen
piteled, most of the island s defenders seurried off
clam hunting or went to sleep. The assaulting forees
played you divty by arviving ahead of sehedule,

Stories sthout the skirmishing that day and night
are varied it one gecotunt goes something like this:

several hours ahead of the appeinted thne, assanlt
barges churned across Naveagansett Bay and ap-
praached the istand. Oue of the attackers halloed to o
steepy guared ;- 1s this where the 94h ix camped ™
The gunrd auswered in the affirmative, So the invaders
swiaried ashore and eaptuved ™ the defenders !

The atracking foree had s easualties, however,
Oue intrepid Ensign leaped from the steen of his
assnnlt boat, shouting * Follow we, men!”" and foll
into 16 feet of water. The battle was held up ten-
poravily while be was hanled out. A well-kuown ehief,
trying (o dojeet a spivit of war into the shindig, threw
a tear s bomb into one of the hoats, There followed
a eonfused serimble for gax versks amid an hilarvions

*,

AT

seene of colliding men, packs and ritles,

Ashore, the invaders began shouting, “* You're cap-
tured ™ at men asleep in pup tents. More sadistie-
natured attackers slipped tear gas bombs inside the
tents, Then you'd see n pup tent suddealy rise from
its pegs as the oceupant tried 1o free himself from the
surting finies,

Capping the story of the Dyey fshind expedition was
the accaunt of the three Seabees who played hookey
and went Lo sen inoa raft. The current took hold in
the miiddle of the Bay, and swept them ont beside the
big ships, They were resetued by a Navy PT hoat after
Irantie signaling.

Those happy days in New England will long be re-
wienthered. Rbode Islaud is a small state, but the im-
pression it made on you was large. The people were
frieudly smd helpful, the summer and fall weather
ideal, You were sorey 1o leave, bat you had spent five
wonths there .. and yon were ready to get on with
the war,

[ 15 ]
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Lido Beach

*

OF conrse i was vaining that day in October, 19434,
when yon piled ont of the Long Island Railread
vouchies, formed ranks and hiked the short distance
from Long Beaclt to the Advanee Base Amphibious
Training Camp at Lido. it always vained when the
S4th was on the move, but enrrent senttlelbntt had o
yon were to undergo vigorons amphilions training
here, probihly 1o preparve yon for storming ashove on
some distant Mediterranean heach, and yon didn’t
meind the wet at all.

Bespite this he-man Leantake-it spivit you were
wlad 1o see those double-decker, steam-hieated bay-
racks, with built-in heads, And, either the senttlebngt
wits wrong, or whout this time some ehiange tiols place
tn the proseention of the war, heemise vou gol ne
amphibions training, Officialiy. your training con-
sisted of seven weeks of interminabde elose-order drill
andd hikes as fae distant as Jones Beach., Uvnotfieially,
well L, the great ety of New York was just 50 min-
wies away snd there was liberty every other night,
plns 36 honrs every other weelkeend !

The salty northeast winds brought ehilling vains
amd the Ioug chow lines often ended in disappoin(-
ment, but these ineidents failed to dampen yonr
spivits, Bspeetally enjoyable teo the nuwmerons New
Yorkers i the outfit, the stay at Lido was volished by
one and all as long as the might hours and the bank-
roll held ont, When yon ran out of filthy greenbacks
vau esnld always attend the snevemt entertaimuent
conked up by the good people of Longe Beaeh, just a
five-minute taxi eide from camp,

Mayhe New York with its wmighty, far-tlang bor
nirhs, was a mite 1oo big for the Hth fo make an
impression on her, it aceording (o some of the oft-

told epiex, certain sections were intluenced by the
Battalion’s hardicr guzzle and romp boys. Ai any rate
the #4th became an adopied son of the people of Long
Beach,

They apened up with a big Navy Day show-and.
danee at their USQ, gave a dinger-dance on Novem-
herr 1L and elimaxed the series of parties with a
Thanksgiving Eve frolie. In between these high-
lghting events they promoted boxing shows between
squared Fing hopefuls of the Hth and {Hth and ar-
ranged other {ypes of entertainment, The Intehstring
was always ont if you wanted to drop in for a pivee
of eake or pie and a enp of voffee,

The yvanng ladies of Far Rockaway, Lawrenee and
vther Long Island settlenients also had a hawd in yoor
reereation, Busses bronght yon to their places of en-
tertainment where yan eonhi enjoy a few hours of
vhapsadic shutlle-and-glidde, These were the days when
wir wis a1 pleasure’

If your had tronbles and didu’t vare 1o take them
to your Chaplabin, you vonld always find an attentive
tartender in any of the many bars that made np the
bk of Leng Beach uightlife. There were varions
wradations of these progshops dotting the vity s wide
streets and yon nsnatly wonud up ai Richarvd’s Place,
the nearest approach to what you imagined a water-
Frout pub shonld look like.

Inshle camp there were distractions from cadenee
aud Gl lamb stew also. Several USO shows visited
there, the new theater was opened, von were reviewed
and mspeeted by Captain Sheehau, the base com-
minnder.

On Deceher |, the 15 replacements from Camp
Peary avrived and the Battalion was at full comple-
ment, You knew vour froliesome days ut Lido were
nimhered then, aud the seuttlebutt began to take on
a  where do we go From liere”” undertone, The seeure
date emne and on the evening of Decemmber § you
warched with Tl paek to the Long Beael railroad
station. Yon were off on a long journcy.
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Norfolk =«

' The Custer
*

The Navy attack transport, Custer, loomed hefore you
in the early morning haze of December 10, 1943, as
you stond on the dock at Norfolk, weighted dowu with
full puek. You had been standing twa, three, maybe
four hours, and hiad long sinee tired of examining hee
rigged Hnes. You wanted (o get up that steep gaug-
plank and get going,

The fast trip down from Long Beach, hy train and
ferry, had left you nervony and tired. At last yon
moved forward, answeved muster, and elimmhed aboard.
A erew member draped g rubber lifebelt over your
shonlder. You wrestled your heavy dnfile bag down
precipitous ladders to the hold, half sliding and hang-
g up on your ritle a few times.

Below yon found a confused mass of pushing hanan-
ity. Hhindreds of you were erowded into compartinents
ecrammed with bunks five high to the eciling, Com.
pensations were the fee water fountains, air-condition-
ing and freedom to roam the deek, Fore and aft.

You spent the tivat night still tied up at the doek.
Sarhy in the vest afternoon the Cnster slipped out of
the havhor and joined segments of a convoy heing
formedt in the open waters of Hampton Roads. Already
yon were lenruing liow striet Navy vegulations wepe
ahanrd ship, You were told the waters off the United
States wepe infested with Gernan submmarines, [£ yon
fell overbaned you were out of luek, beeause the ships
wankd not slter conrse nor change spead. You must
keep your lilebelt with yon at all tines,

O Cape Hatterss the Atlntie Kicked up a rockns
amd BO pereent of you beeame denthly sick. Yon dis-
gorged over the rail, in yonr hehuetx, on the deck, in
the stinking heads, Some became so il you thought
you'd die: others didn’t enave one way or the other,
Muny of the erew joimad yvou in sen sickness,

Thirty-six hours out of Norfolk something went
wrong, either with the steering appuratus or the sig-
nal, Howas o clear Sanday afterncon, but the Cnster
failed to wake one of the regular seven minnte diree-
fion changes, Another transport erossed hor how and
into her side the Custer smashed, Both ships shid-
deved toa sickening halt and you raced to yvour posi-
tion in @ real abandow ship Jdrill,

A sty exumination showed that weither ship was
o sinking comdition. bhut both were as volueralile to

Panama *

Pearl

sulunarine attuek as sitting doeks, While a motherly
destrover cseort civeled around, the two strieken
trangports cut loose from the convoy aud limped to-
ward Charleston, South Caroling, They reached the
friendly harbor in two long, worrisome days.

You laid up in an Army camp while the Custer’s
how was repaired. It was vold in Charleston aund you
shivered in the last snow and iec you were to see in
two vears., Five days later yvou again boarded ship
and sailed for Pasama. The convey was now much
smater and yon made faster time.

Past the Gulf Steeam and through the Windward
Pass vou sailed as the temperature climbed. You
studied the purplish coast of ('uba and read the daily
newssheets which carried the latest war news. You
celebrated yonr strangest Christmas with services on
the alter deck as the top-henvy Custer revolved in the
choppy troughs of the Caribbean, Your Christmas
dinmer was a messy serving which cousisted mostly of
chieken bones. Your Christinas presents were eiga-
rettes and candy bars handed yon by a fat Santa Claus
wearitg an ontlandish uniform, dyed with mercure-
chrome and trimmed with surgical cotton,

Barly on the morning of Deeember 26, a German
sub slammed a torpedo into the side of a tanker as she
sailed on the horizan within sight of the Custer. The
tanker signated that she was not hit fatally, A Navy
patrol homber eiveled overhead a few minutes later,
and vou knew then that the constant abandon-ship
dritls were not a game. At noon of that day you were
happy to reach the safety of the Panama locks.

As the ship started through the Canal you fonnd a
vantage point from which to watch the mechanics of
the locks that ecarried yon nphill seross the narrow
isthutus. You were bnpressed by this great monnment
to man’s ingenuity. The band blarved forth oun the for-
ward deek to add a Testive air to the oveasion.

The Custer docked to take on supplies at Balboa,
You were excorted ashore on a couple of two-hour
duugmirer liberties and consuued all the beer and iee
eream you conld hold. Seme of yon took off on un-
selieduled liberties, Some of yon were caught.

On Decenther 29, the Custer sailed out inte the
Pacifie and at last yon learned your destination, Pearl
Tarbor! Yon celebrated a very dry New Year's Eve
while the ship skimmed over the placid waters, un-
esearted. The thirteen days frow Balhoa to the lawd
of the hla, suve for a temporary water pump break-
down, were gqniel, nneventinl .. and long,
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The 941h on Oahu

*

First glimpses of the enchanted island of Oabu were
interesting ones, The isle appeared as a hazy, parple
Land mass as it broke info the monatonous vastness of
the Pacifie horizon, Here and there were hints of
areens, g% the bright Pacifie sunlight sought out the
mysterious details, You ocean-weary Gls, who lined
the Custer’s rails, drank in cach changing axpect as
the ship skirfed msjestic Dinmond Head Tor the glid-
ing paxsage info Pearl Havhor,

The harbor called Pearl was just another busy port
in a world of husy ports. Except for the mysteries at-
tachued o all ships of the sea by the easual observer,
the havbor presented a commonplace scene of bustle
and motion, of loading and unlonding. The aurn of
mystery ended at elose inspeetion. The ship tied up.
and you began to wrestle with your pack, gas mask.
vitle, ditty bag and sea bag. Up two decks of ladders
and onto the top devk-—il you were man enough, Then,
down the gangplank, and yon were a innd sailor again,

A short, faborious walk along the pier on legs un-
used fo terra Hema, and von piled into a waiting truek,
The truek jolted to o start and ¥on were on your way
1o g pew home,

Red N was not an inpressive vamp site on Jane-
nary MO, 1944, bat it was o velief to be on Jand again
after the diseomforts of life aboard # teansport. The
futrracks were dirty, the phoubing in g bhad state of
disrepair, and the naked red enrth offered nothing
but stieky mud or eye-filling, nose-choking dust,

It has been bruited abont that no enlisted wen in
the serviee live better than the Scabees. Like the well-
shod sliveniaker's son, they apply their eraft to home-
huilding with vesults that amaze Glx from other
braneheg of the servive, The transformation of (he
Red THIE ennnp was o good example of how the Sea-

s

hees provide for thewselves, Wark details got busy
immediately  alter arrival, Living quarters were
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furnished, the plombing repairved, the grounds policed
—and lif'e was rood again,

The fivst liberty at Red T was a thrill that ahnost
vied with that occasioned by the first mail from home.
Honolulu wax a name that rolled on the tongue and
snurcked of miystery and romance, And stretehing be-
side the Onhuan metropolis was Waikiki Beach, made
fumons in lilting love lyries by which the Hawaiians
were kuown to land-honnd mainlanders before the
war,

The degres of your disappointment depended large-
Iy on what yon were seeking in Hawaii. 1f you sought
grasp-skirted maidens with insinunting hips and in-
viting eyes, the disappointment was overwhelming,
The ouly wahines in grass skirts woere workinge
USO shows, Femininity was rationed to a few and the
women waiting hack home had litte reason for worry.

While Hawaii proved to be a shoddy and tinselod
nrtke-believe to those who did net venture beyonel the
penny areade atwosphere sund the lines of Honoluty, or

Ntrevot Senpe .

the erowds ot Waikiki and the Broakers, there were
some hardy souls who leoked for other delighis—and
found them. They found the veal Hawail by turning
their bucks on the erowds, and sceking ont the few
spots nntouciied hy the grime and bustle of war.

The first explorations were sponsored bus tours
whieh earried you over sooth highways through
luxuriant tropical verdure to the heights of Xuuann
Pali where, in 1795, Kamehameha's iuvading forees
drove thonsands of Oahnans to their death. From the
2,000 foot high clitf, the wide valley of green planta-
tions. villages and military seerets spromds out below
to give yon the impression of looking al a miniature,
Other sights of those first trips were the Upside Down
Falls, whieh apparently only perform for Robert L,
Ripley s the Blow Tole, which spews water high into
the air when the surf is heavy, and the motordrome-
like drive down from Nuuanu Pali te the windward
side of the island,

The planned tonrs continued for smae time, but one
such trip was enongh for most of vou. Smaller gronps
hegan to go ont on liberty in weapons carriers (the
perfect pieniv conveyance ), and even jeeps. A favorite
exeursion was the Tantalus drive, A good highway
spirals around and around Tantalus, aod from the
summit the vista of ridges, farus, eities and seascapes
i# breath-taking, Other seenic miracles were Manoa
Valley, rich in tropieal growth, and the Puneh Bowl, a
erater overlooking Honolnlu, Readers of Enrl Derr
Biggers™ detective stories wonld recognize the Puneh
Bowl as Charlie Chan's favorite stomping grounds.

For miles upou end. the red hills and deep valleys
of Oshn have heen enltivated for the growth of pine-
apples and sigar eane, At first hand you could study
the processes by which these Familiar Hawailan pro-
dnets were prepared for shipment to the American
mainland, A tour of any of the sugar wmills proved
inferesting, but a visit to the Dole pineapple plant
was # delightful experience. The ecompany provides
antomatie fountaing of iced pineapple juice aud a
corps of hospitable island beanties to escort visiting

. Hopoluln . .,
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partiex ahout the premises,

Those hardy souls, who managed 10 avoid Richard-
son's heer line on a Sunday afternoon, might also
revel in the artistry of Oahu’s gardens, Gardening
s reachied a high plane there aud even u few rows
of onions are a jox to behold, There were many quiet
gardens, laid out in well-ordered rows, nlong the road-
sides, Twa of the more eluborate, eve-compelling ones
were the Foster Gardens and the Moanalua Gardens,

Sights for the tourists inclnded the Queen Fnma
Musenm, the Sacved Falls, the Mormon Teaple, the
Bishop Musewm, the Aloha Tower, the DPulace, the
Library of Nawaii, Kawaiahao Chieeh, the Statue of
King Kamchawmeha, Kewale Basin and Makapun
P'ali. Tourists would nuturally flock to famons Waikiki
Reach, hut Gls learnced there were other beaches on
Oalm, toe, For instanee, if you cared to engage in a
hout with 12 foot waves, yon took a litte trip around
Koko Head to Makapun Beach, Body surfing there
) wax a challenge to the havdy, Makapuu becoming
kuewn (o initiates as Beaceh Mayhem,

The wourmet, who liked refreslments with his meals,
found a great deal of satisfaction o such establish-
menss as 17, Y, Chongs, Trader Vies, Lao Yee Chais,
the South Meas and the other cating houses that give
Kaunkan corner its name. Some surreptitions souls
strayed off the beaten path to find wnerowded nooks
ahounding by comparison, in wine, woman and song,
They kept their seeret well, not in a spivit of selfish-
ness, but in the knowledge that to pass the word
around would have made a blight of the guiet ousis.

Others Found pleasure in the eusy ehnivs, the food,
the generous helpings of ive eream, and the entertain-
ment in sueh USOs as the Aviny and Navy Y and the
Vietory Club, The Breakers aud Malubia furnished the
Familiar beer lie, along with exeellent musiec and a
mited amonnt of daneing, 33 wolves to each tanned
wazelle

To many of you. especially those wha xpent their
timee riding avonmd v erowded buses and those whe
never gof out of the " Coney Island ™ section of Hono-

Riow Hole tContinued on page 265
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07 May 1943
11 May 1943

15 May 1943
22 May 1943

23 May 1943
15 Jul 1943

25 Jul 1943
31 Jul 1943

05 Sep 1943
15 Sep 1943
22 Oct 1943
10 Dec 1943
11 Dec 1943

14 Dec 1943

20 Dec 1943
21 Dec 1943
26 Dec 1943
29 Dec 1943

10 Jan 1944

19 Sep 1944

25 Sep 1944

94" Naval Construction Battalion

Chronology

Formation of the 94™ Battalion authorized.

The first enlisted men reported aboard for ultimate duty with the
94" in A-4 Area, Camp Peary, Williamsburg, Virginia.

Battalion officers report aboard for duty.

Transferred and departed from NCTC, Camp Peary,
Williamsburg, Va.

Reported aboard NCTC, Davisville, Rhode Island.

Departed from NCTC, Davisville, Rhode Island and moved to
“X Area, A.B.D. Davisville, Rhode Island.

Battalion moved to A.B.D. Sun Valley, Davisville, Rhode Island.
Battalion departed from Sun Valley to A.B.D. “S” Area,
Davisville, Rhode Island.

Left A.B.D. for Sun Valley.

Left Sun Valley for “W” Area, A.B.D. Davisville, Rhode Island.
Transferred from A.B.D. Davisville, Rhode Island to Advance
Base Training and Assembly Unit, Lido Beach, Long Island, New
York, for duty beyond the continental limits of the United States.
Boarded APA 40, U.S.S. Custer at Norfolk, Virginia, for
transportation to Pearl Harbor, Territory of Hawaii.

Ship gets under way and leaves continental limits of the United
States.

APA 40, puts into Charleston, South Carolina, for repairs.
Battalion disembarks and repairs to Army Staging Area — Section
C Staging Area, Charleston Port of Embarking, Charleston, South
Carolina.

Battalion re-embarks aboard APA 40 after leaving Army Staging
Area.

Ship departs from Charleston and again leaves the continental
limits of the United States.

94™ Battalion aboard APA 40 arrives at Pananma Canal and
docks at Balboa.

Battalion aboard APA 40 departs from Balboa for continuance of
trip to Pearl Harbor.

Battalion arrives at Pearl Harbor and reports to Second Naval
Construction Brigade and Eighth Naval Construction Regiment
for duty. Battalion is quartered at Red Hill, Oahu, T.H.

Battalion detached and boards S.S. Cushman K. Davis and
departs from Oahu.

Battalion crosses International Date Line.



11 =

L, -
i T

May 1943 =~
day 1342 -
day 1343 -
5y 1942 -~
day 1942 -
July 1943 -
suly 1942 -
July 1942 -
Jes 1343 -
Jep 1943 -

0 Dec 1947 -

w

- - . - |
ITINTRARY OF THE O4TH BAVAL CONSTRUCTION BATTALION

Formation of the 94th Battelfon authorised.

The first enlisted zen reported aboard for ultimats duty with
the 94th in A-4 Arey, Camo Peary, Willlsmsburg, Virginia.

Battslion offizers rejort sboard for duty.

Tranzferred und departed from NCYC, Camp Peary, ¥ililamsburg, Va.
Devorted sbourd RCIC, Davisville, Rhode Island.

Departed from KCTC, Davisville, Rhode Ialend and :oved to *X"
irea, A.B.D. vavlsvil.;e, Khode Island.

Battalion zoved to A.B.U. Sun Valley, Pa.sville, Rhode Isiand.

Battallon depurted from Sun Valley to A.B.D, X% ires,
Davisville, Rhoce legland.

Left 4,B.5, for Sun Valley.

Left Sun Velley for "%* ires, A.B.D. Daviz ville, =hoce [slsnd.
Transferred from A.B.D. navisville, Rhode Lsland to idvance Base
Ireining snd Assembly Unit, Lido Beacb, Long Island, Hew York,
“or Jduty beyonu the continsntal limits of the United States.

Bosrded &Pl‘ AG, Uas.s. Gu!hr at ,orfolk, '1!‘81!31.&., for
transaortation to Pearl Harbor, Territory of Hawsil.

fhin getz under way and leavea continentel limits of the United States.
ATA 4’,), suts into Charleston, South raraline, for reseirs,

Sy ion disembarks and repair» to Army Staging Area - Section
:,‘-taging Arae, Charleston Port of Fabarking, Cherlecton, fouth Cavoling.

20 Dee 174 - battalion re-sab:riks aboard APA 40 after lsaving Aray Studlng sree.
(1 Tes 1947 - Zhip desarts {ros Charleston and again leaves the comtinentzl
. iinits »f the United Stutea.
gom_‘i \%04‘\& .
<6 ﬁ%dh‘}‘, 24th Battailon sbosrd APA 4O arrives at Panaema Csnal =nd docks at
»““i”;c““"“ | eabos.

U

f":&rh 2o Pazrl Herbor,

B@Qﬁ"’ on aboard APA 40 densrts from Baldos fo¢ continuance of

a ..c...u?u. @}& Battulion arrives st Pearl Hardbor ang resorts %o Cecono doval

Conatruchion Hrigade and Bighth Muval ~onstructlon Jeginent or

L Mﬁ:’y@ " Battasion ik suertered at Ped Hil:, Janu, v.H.
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19 Sep 1944 - Battslion detached und boards S.5, Cushman K. Davis and
e denarts from Qg;qaﬁﬂa”

25 Cep 1944 - Battclion crosses Internstionsl rate Line.

30 Sep 1944 -~ hip oo whiech Battalion embarks errives st Eniwvetok. Troops do
not diseabark. '

12 J¢t 1944 - Ship with troop: ubourd departs from Eniwetok.

17 Jet 1744 - Ship with the Battalion aboard docks at 4pra Harbor, Guaz, )
and Battalion disembarks Lo pressnt cepy 3ite al Turget Area 533-4,
Battulion is assigned to Pifth Naval Construction Brigade and
the 27th Naval Construction Regiment sweiting formstion of the
40th Havel Construction degiment.,

2 Nov 1544 -~ 40th degizment zotlvated and 94th assigned to it.

Thiz itiner.ry hes been checkeu and authenticated by the Ifficer in churge
af tae 3Ath Havel Construction Battallon.

2OTF

13 July 1945
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