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lToro - Pea:q _ Davisville 
.A:BD HueneJ:le 
.Rea.d;r Dat e - 6.lug I 43 
Left ABO 14 Oct 143 
De st !nation - AeePB-15 b.•••••- ..... , ~eeft..;e.. Miobe Biq LeTte -Samaz 

IDG.. "' .........~-
10-19-43 - 93rd. CE left ABD vith lOBO men 14 Oct l43. (llHD) 
1- 7-44 - 1 Dec'43 report of 93rd c:B - departed !heneme 14 Oct 143. arrived Russell h. 

10 NOVI 43. Separated from Acorn 15 on 23 !fov'43. 
2-18-44 - '1 'eb'44 report of 93rd CB - Vas secured 1 lAb l44 to prepare tor forward movement. 

This batt has been doing construction work during Dec'.3 and Jan'44 at Russells. 
5- 6-44 - 1 Mar'44 report of 93rd CB - Vas secured at Russells on 1 J'eb'44. 1st Echelon 

left Russells 12 Feb l 44 and arrived Green Is. 15 reb'44. 2nd Echelon left Russell 
17 and 18 J'eb l 44 and arrived Green h. 20 J'eb'44. 3rd. Echleon left Z2 Feb l44 and 
arri-red G-reen Is. 25 Feb144. ... 


5-19-44 - 93rd. OB is at Green Is .. with the zand Reg. (.as 5/15/44) 

5-27-44 - 1 Aprl44 report of 93rd C:B - operating at Green Is. 

6-14-44 - 1 May'4,4 report of 93rd OB - opemtiDg at Green Is. 

7- 3-44 - 1 Jun'44 report of 93rd C:B - located at Dissian Is •• Salomons. 

8-25-44 - • 93rd O:B located 'at Green Is. - ]lolloring info from DatE. of SoPac as of 7/1/44: 


Arrtved Noumea Bovl 43 
Bussells l!lov'43 Onder ordas~sJo move to oWe ao 

d Green 	Is. Feb' 44 1 AugI44 

~~. 	 _.,,~., '~_"-.,"--_1 _______ .. ....,_ • ____~_ ___• _____... ' ___ ~ ...--- ..,~_ _.__-...__ ...."!'-:"""" ..... ~.---

93rd C.13. 

9-13-44 - 1 Jul'.;A report of 93rd C:B - loeetlon not indicated. Endorsement to report by 
Comser!or7flt states that the 93rd CB 1s now awaiting trPDsportation to Gamadodo 
for ass~ent to duties in one of the rAgiments ot the 3rd Brigade. 

10-5-44 - 93rd CB ordered to report to the 19th Reg. upon arrival at Kilne B~. (Rest. Disp • .
261003 ir~B. 39380 from Oomserv7fit to CN:9 Biak: aDd. cn Milne Bay) , 

10-18-44 - 93rd CB hei1eb'T deta.ehed fron Green Is. and ordered to 'Oroceed. U1)on arrival of 

trans~~rtatio~ ~d re'Oort to tne OinO of 12th Reg. for- duty.(Co~serv7flt Sec. 

dis1).-101154 ~CR 1 to-CNB Greml_Ia. dtd 10 Oct 144). 


10-21-44 - 1 AUg'44 report of 93rd CB - location not stated. Endorse~nt by ComBerfor7flt 
stetes thst the 93rd was scheduled to arrive at Milne Bay in the near tuture 8t¥k i 
for duty vith the 12th Reg. t 

li)-2'7-¥ _ 93rd OB assigned to Cub 12 ~O!" operations at 11m 2. (Comserfor7flt Sec. Ltr ~ 
to Budocks 531 OTer Serf BP-001873 dtd. 6 Octl44 - ·Jall No. 13668) '. 

10-30-44 - 93rd CB is located at Milne :Bay. (Ooms@rior7fl t Sec. cUsp 130349 liCIt 12037 to ONO ~ 
dtd 25 Oct'44). ; 

ll-S--=4 - l3e'91 4:;, re!'ort of 93rd ~:B - locpted. Rt Green Is. duritll; Aug. 
11-8-44 - 93rd. C:a !::! in the l2+:h Reg. and. is located. at Green Ish.nd .9.we.iting trensportatbn 

to join tr,1; l;~th 3.p.e;. in the K::70- Z O,!,ArB.tion. (Comser!or?:flt .3ec. ltr ';:.9-4 O'Ter ...
Ser 3.?-~:,)le8:3 to 3uc.~ckl" 0tn. 1:~ Oet'4,4 .monthly report for 3ep'44) : 

11-15-44 - ':'he 93rc. CB den!">.rte-d !or 3:o11:'Ul~!e ~3 Oct 144. (Collseronsopacfor Sec. re,ort of uni ts~ 
1:1. ')o"Oac ar~a Pl6-l/~~ ov!*t" 3er. C01465 32/~/dtt to Budoeks dtd 2 Uov'44). ~ 

11-29-44 - 93rd CB located. at Milne Bp.y. (Comaer7flt Sec. Disp. to CBO 150133 NCR 18921 dtd ' 
24 Nov'44) 

11-29-44 	- 93rd CB located/at Taeloban. LeTte. (Comserv7flt Sec. Disp. to ONa 150133 NCR 

18921 dte. .34 Nov' 44) 




93m as 
.~ 

1.2-28-44 - !fhe 93rli- CB departed Green~a. clur~ Octl44 to Join :the 12th Reg. at LeTte. 

tComaert'or7flt Sec. report for ~ct'44 dtd 20 Bo"..I44). .. . - 

1-13 -45 - !be ~3rd CB in the 12th Regiment !Ild located at Samar. (Comserf'or7flt Sec report 
tor Bovl 44 dtd 15 Dec'44-) 

1-17-45 - 1 Oct'44 report of the 93rd O:S - Was 10ca.ted at Green 181and as of 1 Oct'44. .Be
~ort endorsed bl the 12th aegiment. . 

1-26-45 - 1 lfov l 44 report ot tho 12th leg. - During the month of Oct l 44. the 93rd CB Joined 
the 12th Reg. at Leyte. .." <IiIItii< ..~ 

1-27-45 - 1 Bovl44 report of the .93rd C:S - :Batt complet.d a forward Ilovement. 8ta.rttDg 
~ Oct and ending 15 Bovl44-. Locat.d at Tacloban. LeTte. lIeport .ndorsed by 
12th Begiment. 

1-27-45 - 1 Dec l44 report ot the 93rd 013 - Batt arriv.d at LeTte on 15 lfov l 44 and vas 8e
cured on 30 Bov'44. Report'endorsed. b;r lah Begilllent., . 

2- 9-4.5 - 1 Dec'44 report of the 12th !ag. - During Bov'44- the 618t C13 moved to Guiuan. 

on the southern tip of Samar. where, togethe r with t!'le 93rd OB. they are 8tart 

ing vork: on an airstrip being tauilt under the direction at the Regiment. 95 men 

are being transferred to the 93rd CB from the Rec. Barracks, Milne Bal 


2-14-45 -- Th. 93rd CB is located at Guiuan, Samar.(Coms.rfor7flt See. report for D.c'44 
dtd 15 Jan l 45). 

3- 2-45 - The 93rd OB. with 960 ot~. and men, Joined the 12th Reg. at Lelte on 12 N'ovl44. 
On 9 Decl 44 movement of all regimental and naval base units to Guiuan was begun. 
(Becuase the expected compl. date of the Army airstrip could not be met due to 
poor 80il conditions. an area in southern Samar 18. near Guiuan vas scouted and 
found suitable for &nan-strip and also preferable for other illteuded instal1at~~,.
Renee, on 9 Dec., it vas finall1 decided to build all navel :facilities at Gui 
(Comserfor7flt Cont ltr Al2 over BP-Ol?2 dtd 7 Feb l 45 to Budoek:s) 

.. ... ... 
---._- --.----.-,.------~~----- ..... -----------.. ." --""'";'-~~~-~...,.~~,.......~7"'":" \-' 
___ ~ ___ •.__~~ ___ ."'.-_,~~_::._ ~_-.---........ ....:_.__~"' .....:~:___ ...~.~,"""'O"___Aoo1' • ......;....~_ ........... _ .~....... • ..."t>t"LL-:.J~-a:.:.~~:..:J_ .. _.... 

93rd.. CJJ 
3-14-45 - Comeerfor?tlt conf. apdlti--Sel". 0370 toinf<m Leyt. Gult dt"d 2 Xar l 45 - 'fh~ 93ri. Ci 

1a hereb,r detaahe~ from 1ta preaent17 a8signed duties. Shall report to cHaD 
Le7te Ga.lf for dut7 vlthComma.nder.Construction Forces Le,.te-Samar. 

3-ao-45 - Co.IIIlt llO1l Tacloban ordara the 93rd CD to. turther re-port to CO lav Stat Guiuan, Samar 
tor dnt;}" with Const Porces headed. bl the Comdr Const Poree8 and Sr Brg Comdr. (Comeit 
iOB '!acloban Itr P16-3(1) Ser 986 dtd n Mar' 45 to OinO 93rd CB) 

3-22-45 - 1 Jan'45 report ot the 93ri. CB - located at San. Antonio and Guiuan. Samar Area. 
Report end. b7 12th Bag. 
25 Oct'44 - 93rd CB l.tt Green Is. 
15 BOVI~ - Arrived Leyt••-7A:L".;........ , 
30 Bovl(;:4. - Becoa.naiaance party ot '75 _n left tor another location on LeTte. 
5,7.8,9.10,12.13.14.17.18.19.20.21,aDd 23 Dec,echelone of personnel and. eQ.uip left, 
arriving at their destination a ~ later in each instance. 

3-29-45 - 1 leb t 46 report of tbe 93rd CB - locat.d on Samar. Det. ot 33 men ord.red 011 

. t.mp a4d. dutl. for about 60 dqa. vith the 12th Reg. Lbr Prod. Sec. approJ: 30 mL 
from Batt Oamp. 

4- 7-45 - The 93rd as reportsd to the CO BavSta. GulU8n. Samar on 14 Marl45 - ordered to , 
further report tor dutl v~th the Const. lorces. (1st end. on CNOB Lelte orders I,
NS/Pl6-3(1) over Ser 1339 dtd 14 Mar t 45) 

4-13-45 - 93ra. CB reported to Oomdr Const loree. on 14 Mart 45. Ordered to turther report 
to OinC 3rd Brg for ad.m control and to OinO 7th Brg for operational dut7. (Comdr 
Con at .!orces 2nd end. on ClfOB Leyte ordera Pl6-3(1) Ser 986 dtd 11 Marl~5) ~ 

4-za-45 - 1 JE\D. I 45 report of the 12th .Reg. - The first detach of the 93rd 013 arrived Guiuan ; 
on a Dec'44. ~ 

4-30-45 - The 93rd C:S is located at Guiuan.. Samar. (Oomserfor7flt Sec Rep of 1 A:pr '45) 

5- 8-45 - The 93rd c:s is Slow located at Manila. on the Dirpacdocks S.F. Sec Rep ot 15 Apr) 



_-- ......... ,... -~."-

·loctlon - Lexte-Stuner - 931"d. O.B. 

5-12-45 - 1 Aprl45 report of the 93rd aB~ ~located at Samar. Under administrative control 

on11 of the 19th Reg. and. 3!d Irg. Operati:ag 50 ai. from 19th Reg. 33 men on 
detached duty vi th 13th Reg Lbr Prod Sec and will remain there about another month 
Report end. by 1St h Beg. and. 3rd Irg. 

6-9-45 - 1 liar' 45 report of 93rd CB - location not given. 33 lIeD ,tll1 on detached dut,. v1m 
the 12th Reg Luber Prod Sec durlq Jeb'45. leport end. b.7 12th Reg,. 3rd Brig.

6-13-45 - Dircacdocks SF sec rep of 15 Mq ' 4S shows the ~3rd O:B at ~.nna. 
6-2545 _ 1 J~t45 report of the 93rd OB - located at Lerte-Samar. 39 men on !AD of which 

31 on duty with the 12th Reg Lbr Producing Section. Report via 34th .Reg and 7th
." ~ ..~ Brg. 

7-GO-45 - 1 Jul'45 report of\he 93rd OB - located at Lerte-Samar. 86 men detached tor re
hab leave; 31 men detached for d1scharGej 43 men on temp detached duty. Report 
via 34th Reg and 7th Irg. 

7-27-45 - !he 93rd OB is $l.ttached to the 34th Beg and 7th Brg. Located at Guiuan. Samar 
constructing Naval airstrip and hardstands. camp for night persoc:::::.e1. ga.11e1, 
a~d cess £acil1t1es, Oalicoan hlgh~. (CO! 7th Flt Sec rep for June) 

8-12-45 - !he 93rd 013 is attached to the 34th .Reg and 7th Brg. (Com7flt corU" report on C:B 
orgenization 1n Leyte-Samar area ser 04296 dtd 36 July to CNO) 

8-13~5 - 1 Aug ' 45 report of the 93rd CB - locflted at Leyte-Samar. 16 men detached tor 
discharge. 2 off. and 35 men detached on TAD. Report via 34th Reg re. d 7th Brg. 

9-14-45 - 1 Sept 145 report of 93rd 0::9. Located at Samar. .Report via 34th Reg & 7th :Brig. 
10-24-45 - 1 Oct ' 45 report of 93rd eB - located at Samar. Beport T1a 34th Beg. &: 7th :Brig. 
12-ZO-45 - 1 Bov l 45 report of 93rd 03 - location not stated. Report via 34th Reg. &: 7th Erg. 

203 men rec1d on board. 

I 

location - Le7te-Samar 93rd C:e 

1-7-46 - 1 Dec l45 rep~rt of 93rd 0] - location not Itated. Report via 34th Reg. &: 7th Brig. 
2-20-46 - 1 Jf'..1l 46 report ot 93rd CB - location not stated. Beport via 34th !ego &: 7th :Brig. 

3-1-46 - 1 :reb 46 report ot 93rd CB - loc.";tion not Itated. Report via 34th Beg. II 7th Bri&. 
3-28-46 - Comservpac directs Oine 7th :Brig. to inactivate 93rd CB and 33rd(Sp) in 

accordance CinCPac-POA 252045. (ComBervpac diep 262240 March). . 
4-12-46 - 1 Mar 46 report of 93rd em - location not stated. 1leport via 34th Beg. II 7th :Brig. 
5-9-46 - 1 Apr 4~ report of 93rd CB - located at Samar. Report via 34th Beg. &: 7th :Brig. 
5-13-46 - 1 ~ 46 report ot 7~h Brig. states that inactivation of 93rd OB practica117 

complete. 
6-20-46 - !nac ti y.,='" "C 25 April, 1946. (34th lleciment (Oine) 's ltr. to Oine 931'4 ClI cltd. 

25 April 1946}Ser1al 101975) 
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ON BOARD .. 
Q~IOiRS AUTHORITY~ ~ 

1 AugI44 25 978 R &BliP625 
1 Sept44 25 960 R & .BNP625 

1 Oct 144 26 958 BNPr;~~5 & MoB 
1 'lifov'44 27 945 BNP625 & MoR 
1 Dac'4~ 27 936 BNPi)Z5 Be Molt 
1 Jaa t 45 33 1023 lmP625 A R 

1 Ffto t 45 33 1.005 ]NP5~5 &: 11 

1 Mar'tO 33 983 DP625 &= MoR 

1 .A.pr t 4a 1M m6. 
11(q'46 978 mrP625 
llun'45 25 996 DP625 &:a 

1 Jul t 45 as 8M lmP625 &, R 
1 Aug'45 27 839 BllP625 
1 Sept 145 74~ i$ig~g & It1104lOot 145 25 

BNP625 & R1 Nov 45 29 745 
' 1 Df!l;:145 22 610 BNP625 & R 

1 Jan 46 41 796 BN? 625 & R 
1 Feb 46 38 623 BIP 625 & R 
1 Mar 46 31 509 BNP 625 & R 

93rd Oonstruction Battalion INACTIVATED 
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HISTORY 

UNIT IS FORMED 

Organizarion of the Ninety-Third Naval Consttuc:tion 
Battalion wa • .caned on 7 May, 194:J, at which rime tbe ofticer 
penoaDel was assembled. A few days later tbe enlisted per
sonDei bad been as_bled and tbe 9:Jrd BamdiOl1 was born. 

It was at Camp Peary, near WiUilllOSbur,. historical city 
of Virginia. thar the orpniDn,g took place. MOlt men had 
ani..ed at Camp Peary durin, the latter part of March, althou,h 
many bad been tbere earlier. 

TRAINING IEGINS 
The period between arrinl at Camp Peary and 7 May 

wal one of primary or boot trainin,. This period was, in lIlIm 

and SIIbstance, one in which a civilian i. transformed into a 
serviceman. It was one of phyllical examinationl, i_nce of 
Ileal' or clothing, inoculations a,ainst diseases, rigid phYlical 
conditioning and learning the use and care ofvarioua firearml. 
A f_ men attended specialized schools dealin, with many 
trades. 

Upon completion of primary trainin, everyone was 
,granted a customary sixty hour leave of abaeace. MOst men 
whose homes were' far away spent their luves in nearby 
Richmond, while others journeyed north to witDess the won· 
ders of WasbinJton. D. C .• and 80Ing at far at N_ York 
City. Possibly due to tbe great inOux of servicemen. tbose who 
stayed in Richmond wete ,gready disappointed with the man· 
ner in which they were recei .. ed by tbe ci..ilian population. 
One distasterul experience was to find that the uniform ap
parently evoked hiaher sales prices for commodities. Then 
tOO, in Norfolk, it was not ¥ery pleasant to find si,ns readinl 
UNo Dn,s or Sailors Allowed." 

LEAVE FOR ADVANCED TRAINING lASE 

On 17 May me orpniZlllion wal completed and the 
Ua"alion boarded twO crains bovnd for Camp Endico«. Rhode 
bland, arriving there the followinl day. Camp Endicott WIlS 

situated near Greenwich, Providence and the ,real Naval Air 
Base ac Quonset Point. Thil camp was an advanced craining 
base. 

Training now became more direa and much more spe
cialized. Men attended dilferenl scbools of warfare such as 
camoullaac. machine gun. anti·aircraft, milicary .5tI"lIle.8)' and 
methods of deploymenL Tradesmen learned to apply cheir 
skill. 10 equipment deaigned by Army and NaY)' ettpneers• 
•uch as tNcb, jeep. and tractors. Physical traininl became 
imensi6ed, eapeciaUy in daily running che commando-type 
obstacle (Out'IIe, the difficult use of bayonet. in ciON quarter 
fighting, and hand-to.hand or judo combat fraining. 

The emire Battalion moved en mUle to Sun Valley, an 
encampment lix mil_ from Camp Endicott, for one week. 
There, under Marine Corps supeni.ion, e..eryone ,red on the 
rille range. At che end of me week qualificsdOl1 trial. were held 
and the batcalion record was found (0 be hiah. Mm assigned 
to special weapons .uch as machine pn. and mortarl re
mained at Sun Valley one week lonler man tbe rell. Durin, 
,hi, period, men aI.i,ned to IInti..ircraft batteries were firing 
their lOmm weapons at nearby Price's Neck••n island off the 
Rhode bland CO&Il, near N_port News. 

BAnAl.lON OFFICIALLY COMMISSIONED 

It was raining Saturday morning, II May, when che 93rd 
was officially placed into commiasion all II unil of the Uniled 
Stales Na"y, but in 'pice-of the rain. the ceremony was very 

impre.ssive, especially durinJ presenrstion of the American 
and Battalion colors. 

Camp EndiCott, siwated on me coast and beinl a pon of 
embarkation, alway. presented the .peculation that che 93rd 
would ship o..erseas from mere. This was DOl to be the case, 
howeYer, All it was later proven. Occasionally Imi" would 
return from chllir OYerseU tOur of dUlJ and it was interestina: 
to hear tbe cales tbose men would relate. 

Uberties were spent .1 nearby Greenwich, Providence 
and Bo.51on. The change found in the civilillO population was 
amazing. In place of the depressin,g and cold auilude of the 
people of Williamsburg and Ricbmond, here was warmth, 
cheer, friendUneas and everyone ....as welcomed with an open 
beart. Some .. enruted to Connecticur. Vermont and New York, 
and as in Providence, results found were the same. 

26 June was a happy day for mOIl of the battalion for it 
marked the start of a ten day leave of abseace for all men 
whose homes were in the central or eutern section of the 
COUntry. The remainder were to receive their l.ves at a later 
date. 

CALIFORNIA BOUND 

6 July everyone recurned to camp and three day. later tbe 
battalion boarded three dil'erent Pullman lraiDS for a trip 10 

Camp pms. California. The first and second trains lOUowed 
tbe .same route in crossing New York State. Interutional 
Bridge. acroas Canada into Michipn, Indiana and Chica8O, 
Illinois. At Chicaao the twO train. parted, ha..inl me« ach 
other al several points on the way. The first 'train passed 
ml'Ollgh Omaha, Cheyenne, Open. acros. Great Salt Lake vja 
the direa route (0 California. The second train travened 
throqh K.auas City, tbe nation's hreadbaa.ker. Pueblo, Royal 
Gorge, Salt Lake City, BonneviUe Salt Flats and into California 
..ia plauresque feather River Canyon. The tbird train followed 
a dilferent route. passing throuah Buffalo, Oneland, Indian
apolis, St. Louis and K.ansas City. from K.lIMas City this train 
ullvelled the same route as lhe second. 

A drum and bugle corps had been formed at Camp Endl· 
Cotl and being on the tbird train. che corps played at ..anous 
ROPS en route. Mrivin, at Indianapolis on a Sunday momin,g, 
church seevices were held on the str_ ouuide the _ion. 
The entire trip was a memorable one, especially so when 
meetinl Army troOp trains made up of chair car. with field 
kitchelU Ht up in baIJ.a,e Catll. 

LIFE AT CAMP PARKS 

Camp Parks was found to be • virtual paradise. The camp 
was clean and olfered many indi..idual facilida such IlS Sbip's 
Slore wbich .IOld beer and ice cream. Its proximity to Oakland 
and San Francisco was an added UHl, for these two dties lay 
approximately forty miles a_y and liberties were plendful. 

In California, IlS in Rbode Island, tbe ciYilians were good 
to servicemen. Cameens, dances, .bows and lhe natural sights 
of tbese tWO cirie. were a constant attraction. TreaSlll'C bland, 
me Golden Gate and Oakland Bay Bridges, AiClllru, the 
wha....es and OIher poims were a greal .nuree of pleasure. At 
this time the California Scate Min in, Association undertook 
sponsorship of me hattSlion as. lribute to lbe olicer in char.... 
Commander Harold f. Lynn, wbo wa5 formerly a member. 

More "aining followed at Camp Parks. consisting mostly 
of long hikes carryinl rull field equipment, haule skirmisha 
and ,be ficinl once again of udous weapons, DOt to mention 
an ofeen visited obscacle course. Bulldozer and heavy equip

42 
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meat operators had another opportuoity to operate 00 public: 
works program!. 

On one oc:c::uioo half of HeadquU'h!rs CompaDY aod 
Compeoies C aDd D made a twemy-(our mile marc;b ioland to 
Mount Diablo, remaioing ovemill'ht and returnins the (ollow
ing eYeoing. It is said that one can see more land aod water 
rrom Mouot Diablo thao aoy ~ther point io the world. This, 
howe..er, was oot much or an attraaion, for blistered feet and 
appetites jaded from eating condensed rations dispelled all 
thoughts of pleasure. 

ON TO CAMP ROUSSEAU 

One month was spent at Camp Parka. the next io lioe 
beinS Camp Rousseau, at Port Hueneme, Csliforoia, slxt)' 
miles nortb of Los Aoaeles. Because oC o ..ecc;rowded condi
dons at Camp ROUS_II, tbe battalion bad been routed tem
porarily to Camp Parks which ordinarily wu a rec;uperuion 
center. Port Hueneme was a pon of embarkation from whicb 
tbe 93rd was to depart (or o .. erseas service. 

Camp Rousseau was .. bit different from the rest of the 
camps. due to it! housing faciliries. There ware no woodeo 
barracks there, but Quonset or Nissen hurs. eacb accommodat
ing ten men comfortably. It was divided inm two semoos, 
one being the camp itself, the other being known as "Splinter 
Cily", so-called because of irs wooden barrads. Incomi08 
banalioDS suc;h a. the 93rd would first be starioned at Camp 
Rousseau, contiouiog the pre"ious training program. Upon 
mo..IDg inco the "SpliDter City" location each battalion would 
rec:elYe il6 aUoement oC coostmctioo eqllipment for use OYer· 
HaS, IUCh as tractors, bulldozers, cranes, power sbonls, 
lrucks and jeeps, carpentry and plumbing equipment. This 
procedure was followed by the 93rd. 

ACORN l' CEREMONY 

8 September was a day that shall not be forgotten. It 
marked tbe date oflaaly', utlconditional surrender to the Allies. 
On tbat date tbe 93rd was attached m a new unic, Acorn 15, In 
an impressing ceremony. Seabee battalions were at that time 
being shipped o .. ersea. mgether with newly formed Acorn 
unils in the belief that as a combined organization the elJiciency 
of both would be increased. The Seabees were to build a strip 
"tid the Acortl units were to operate it. And so it was that the 
93rd aod Acorn 1 5 joined forces. 

On ,he following day a ponlon of the battalioo panlci
pated in ils first patl.de, In nearby Veotura. The occasion 
marked the opening of tbe Third National War Dood Drive. 
Thirty men from eacb company, r0Bfther with the drum aad 
bugle corps, marched in tbe hour 10DB parade atong with 
other representati"e units ofSeabees, Army, Nail',. and Marines. 

A GREAT CHANGE 

At this poine the battalion underwent a .lJreat mange. 
Gone were the da,.s of military training. E"eryone had receiYed 
eDOugh training and koew Ihorougbly tbe pan be sbould play 
10 the nent of an,. enemy aaion. Each cOD5tn1aion depart
ment rook oYer Its own tools and equipmeot. AI: Point Hup, 
a few miles sollCh of camp, dump trucks, shovels and traCtors, 
(to mention onl, a few) were placed inm operation. This _ 

bretdtin8-in period during which meo aod equipment 
worked together wltb other depa.nmeots in practicin8 am
phibious landings by loading and unloadin. LST'. under 
specilied lime limits. 

In HoUywood, the Hollywood Guild Canteen was in 
operation, beinB maiowned by the film colon,., Find/n. it 
necusary 10 provide more sleepin8 quarters for tfansieot 
""icemeo, Ibe 93rd was asked to help. In aoswer. crews of 
carpenters, plumbers and elearldans were dispaccbed. 1'hose 
..,ho worked there had the rime-of their lives and ..,ere royally 

entertaioed. Work was completed early in Ocmber and a 
large placque was presented to the Caoteeo by Commander 
Lyoo, io behalf of the battalioo. ID hIfD, the 93rd became tbe 
Canteen'. owo baualion, A similar project _ io prosna at: 

the same time, impro"in, facilities at the Na"aI Aid Amdt
iary's Sbore Station which consisted 01 two houses 00 Wil· 
shire Boulevard and was similar in purpose to the Hollywood 
Guild Canteen. Many hean. ware hea.., when these two proj
eCtS were completed, for ir meant tecmioadoo of many pleas. 
ant associations, a direct contrast to anychiQ8 eocouotered io 
Virginia. 

WI SAIL FROM PORT HUENIMI 

The USAT Perida $ailed from Port Hueneme on 14 
October 1943, aod the 93rd was aboard, bound for the tropics. 
The Battalio.Q's coostruction equipment. mpcher with a few 
meo, followed 00 a freighter, tbe Sea Bus, whleb departed a 
few days later, Heans wete beaY)' that afterooon as the frieodly 
shores of California faded away in the distaoc:e.. Some w/Yes 
who had foUowad their husbaods to Califomia stood on 
~earby beaches, rakiog picrures, waviog bandkerchiefs or 
just c:ryin8. 

The first three days found maoy cases of _-sid_. 
prompted by huge, roUiog swells, .::haraaeristic of the Pacific: 
Ocea~. Thereafter an _ peaceful aod qIlia. No bad weather 
was encountered durin, the crosatog, excepting small ra.in 
&quails. Aboard ship everyone relaxed. favorite pascimes were 
readiog, playing cards or $hoociog dice. Prorescanc and 
Catholic church services were held daily aboYe deck. drawing 
goOd attendance. 

EQUATOR CROISED 

Land wu first si,med on 22 October. Early iD the mOrD<

ing Chriscmu Island was si8bted in the distance. That day 
marked the crossing of the equatOr, at ODe hundred 6ity-£our 
degrees longitude, The usual festi"ities and horseplay were 
evident as e..eryone observed the ttaditions accompanying tbe 
crosaing. Seyenty men were found to be "SheUbaclts"; they had 
crossed before. These senot)' cooducted tbe ceremooy, in.i
tiating the "Polly'WOg5" ..,ho were dressed in sbons aIId socks. 
Each pollywog stood Irial before the court o( King Neptune. 
baYing beeo .ubpoeaaed on bypothetical .:harps of "mis
treatment rendered creatures o( the Kiog's realm." The court 
in"ariably adjuqed the pollYW08 BUilt)' of somethiog or 
other. and he was subjected to some form of punishmet. 
Sfteral old fashioned stocks bad been built, similar to those 
IIled by the Puritans and Quakers in colonial America. This 
type imprisoned a man by pinionin8 his neck aad wrim 
between two 8COO..ed wooden bars, gi..ina the Royal Barber 
an excellent opportunity to experiment with his sassors and 
clippers. Some specimen. of "expert tonsorial an" evoked 
mall)' heart)' laugbs. While the subject _ thus imprisooed 
be was roundly wbacked 00 the posterior accompanied by 
cold water dousin,l on hi. perspiring back, and stOrage 
batteries provided an occasional cbarge of aoimated electricity 
on the already be-d .... Ued posterior,-1ust m li"en things up a 
bit. Next in lioe was the baprismal chair mounted 00 a pi'fOC 
and placed on the ed8e of a large. water-lilled rank. Now it 
was the Royal Doctor's turn to punish the seated poll,.W08, 
which he readily did, administering a dose of "medicioe'" 
If a man had survived sea sickness, this concoction pnwided 
a comparable sub.tinne, bein. composed o( a ...,jet)' of boc 
sauces used in food preparation diluted with wr water aad 
lIavored wirh a small but effective laxative contetst. The medi· 
cine was no sooner downed tha~ the chair was lUddeol, bleed 
backwards. plun,ing the poor poIlywo. ioro a rank full of 
cold water. Royal Beau armed with an assonment of paddles, 
that felt like clubs, Iioed a path through wbich the poUYW08 
bad m run, upoo cllmbin, out of the tank. Bnlised sut'fivors 
of these ordeals, sporting the very latest in hair styles, were 
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prodaimed to be shellbacks, endded to all priyileges of the 
lea. War had caken .. holida,. while men complied widl the 
oldest tradition of the sea. 

EXPLOSION IN NOUMEA HARIOR 

SkininB the southern £rinse of the Samoal'l Is1aI'lds, Iud 
_. nftt sighted on pa.siq die Ton.. Island......ben the 
1I1e of .£au came into .iew in die distance. The Internadonal 
Dare Line, at one hundred eighty degrees longitude, was 
C1'Ossed the nigbt of 28 October. Eyeryone _nt to .Ieep 
Thur.day nishl:, awakeoios Saturda,. mominl'. 30 Oaober. 
Early Monday momins. 1 Nov.mber. New Caledonia'. myr
i..d of mounrain peaks appeared on the horizon. At 1130 
anchor ....as dropped in the harbor of Noumea., capital of Free 
French Nl:w Caledonia. At 1410 of that same day everyone 
was brought to his reet by a uemendous explosion at the 
....estern ponion of tbe harbor where ammunition and explo
siyes were beil'l8 unloaded from .hips. The ori,inal bl_ Willi 

followed by hundreds of amaller ones. IUlin. four bours, 
Bright red tongues of llame leaped oYer a tarp part of die 
docks. sending bUlJe billowing douds of smoke upward into 
the sky. Three endan,ered freighters pulled away to safety 
under their own power. A fourth WIIS towed by a tu. which 
brayed the hail of Bying debris and Bame. to eft"ec:t tbe rescue. 
The roll in injured and killed waa hiSb. 

SEA BASS ARRIVES 

A few day. later tbe Sea Ba....rriyed and on 6 Noyember 
tbe two .hips, toptber with anotber frei,bter formed .. con
voy ul'lder protection of two destroyer escorts. Thill time die 
cour.. Will northwlll'd. Guadaleanal wu siShted on 10 Novem
ber, after h...inS pused die New Hebrides Islaads, Rennell 
and San CbriscoyaJ. A few hours were apent Iyin. off shore. 
Nearby Henderson Field was catapulrin, a COnRant stream of 
American planes In[O the sky. bound on mission. of deANe
tion. The beaches were linered with bundred. of IandinS «aft, 
lome large, some small, some in use. some wrecked, and here 
and there WIS the wreckage of enemy sbippinS. The beacbes 
themselye. were lined witb rows of coconut palms blendIns 
ineo dense iuns!e undergrowth. not in serene beaury always 
associated with palms, but in an awesome, shell-torn manner. 
It was a panoramic scene which yividly ponrayed the grue
some spirit of war. a scene wbim could be representative of 
GuadaJc:anal alone. Later that evening ehe 93rd had reached 
its destination, Banika Island, of the Russell group. approxi
mately sixty miles wesc and north of Guadalc:anal. 

WI REACH BANIKA ISLAND 

Afier camp had been _ up a few projca. were engqed 
by the 93rd. Roads were buile. other camp (aalides were en
banced. wareh,,"se. and stonse areas were constructed and 
exisrlns dock facilities were improved. 

Then followed tbe first major overseas asailJnmenr:. con
struction of Mediad Operating B.... 10. Banilta WIllI to become 
a major IUpply and recuperation base. The Christmas holidays, 
Ihough lonely one.. were spent peacefully. Shonly after die 
holiday. the enemy put in his first appearance. One nisht 
early in January ehe ail' raid warnins ."stems started ebeir 
ominous wailinl's. A few minutes later die sky was filled widl 
burSlin8 Oak. Anti·aircraft lire was SO eft"ec:tive rhat no bombs 
were dropped on Oanib, bue fell hannlesaly on a nearby 
isl .. nd in the hay. 

Il February, 1944. one fourth of die battalion, known as 
the first waye or ad"'ance echelon, boarded an 1ST, invasion 
bound. The destination was Green Island, a small but impor. 
rant coral atoll midway between Bousainville and the enemy'. 
mighty bastion of Rabaul, a nbe _em end of the SolomOftS 

chain. The remaining portion of die battalion was to follo.... 
in later _vel. 

A COnyoy was formed lo.setber with «>tiler LST's and 
desrroyers off Banika and proc:uded put die remainins 
Solomon Islands. While circlioS oil Vella Lavella me afier. 
noon of 13 Febnlary, more landin, ships and destroyers 
arrived, formlns a lar.er, well proteaed convoy. 

OUR LST 220 AnACKED BY AIR 

At dawn of l' february, after having passed enemy oc
cupied Boupinyille and Bulta, the CODYOy waa in sisht 01 
Green Island. Wbile New Zealand infantry was making tbe 
assault landins, several enemy planes appeared to aaack the 
convoy. The destroyers formed a protective MS around die 
landin, Ibips and very few planes penetrated co make attempes 
against the LST's.. Two penetrations taCbec:l the LST 220• 
carrying tbe 93rd. wbose and.aircraft ,IUD' were manned 
lar"'y by men of the bauaJion. One Jap Clew low 0_ the 
bow. evidently disabled yet witb bis guns spewinS hot lead. 
In turn he receiyed a Soad reception from 220 and finally 
Slided on past to crasb into tbe ocean. Another came down 
OUt of die low suo, in a Kreaming power dive. The LST's of 
this convoy were flying a barrage balloon each, held ae dlree 
rhousand feet by a auon. steel cable. In order to miss the 
cable. the Jap diye bomber veered to the ri.bc. dropping CWO 

bombs at tbe time. ..... me plane pulled oot of die dive and 
atarred to climb, die rear ,unner Jtraied the leqrh of rhe ship. 
However. tbe barrase balloon "Miss Missouri" had done a 
,ood job at spoiling die aim of both bombs and bullets. Three 
eoemy planes were seen to crash, twO in Jlames, but tbere were 
omers. tater di.patches placed the count at e ..... en enemy 
planes destroyed. At one point in die enppmcnt tweaty-six 
American destroyer. were counted off the porr .ide alone. 

WE LAND AI GREEN ISLAND 

At 091' of 1, February. the 93rd landed on Green bland. 
New Zealand infantry could be seen pins by, in one wave 
lifter another, clearins dense Jungle or die enemy wbo were 
lacer to put up a mildly orpnizcd resistance at the soudlern 
end or die island. 

Upoo landins. bulldozers crashed hadlong into die 
juagle which a.rted no more dian three or four feet from the 
water's ed.e. Equipment pourinS out of die hup mouth of 
1ST 220 followed die bulldozers inland and OCCIlpied artas 
almost as soon as dley _re cleared. There betnS tto fresh 
water supply on Green Island, tbe first piece of equipment 
placed into operadon was a huse still wbich purified ocean 
water. In les. than four hours dlis still was producing _uSh 
WIller to suisfy everyone's n~s. 

The first twO niSbu were apeclt almoliC entirely in fox· 
holes, due to air raidl and -.If; bombift85 whicb did no 
damage. Thereafter tbe skies were free of the eemy. 

The first few days were spent in building sbelters and 
looser roads soing touth [0 a new UlUpsite. In many instances 
dozer operators were fired upon by snipers ~aled in tree. 
tops. Some J"pS penetrated New Zealand lines to tbe 93nl 
camp's perimeter, only to be found and killed. 

lHE 22nd CONSlRUCnON REGIMENT 

The Green Island UlUpaisn included die 33rd. 37tb and 
93rd Se .. bee Battalions, plus a pordon of die 15th, aU of 
wbich formed the 22nd Consrruction Regimcnc of SeabeeJ. 
19 february found bulldozer. moving into an abandoned 
coconut planration which bad become .. second stowlb jun..e. 
This lI.I'a was to be convened into two airstrips and on tbat 
day it beSan chansin. in appearance as trees _re felled and 
small parches of deatinS5 were linlted to8elber. 



The followio, day, 20 February, Ihe .realer ponion of 
the 93rd Bactalion arrived al Gt'etn Island, bavintr encounter
ed no Opposilion en roule. That same day marked the end of 
organized enemy resistance. New Zealanders brougbl Val
entine tanks into action aonihilatioa the remaloin. Jap. wbo 
bad concenlrated near what formerl, bad been a Catholic 
Mimon. A few days lacer lhe remainder of cbe 93rd arriyed. 

'IRIT PLANE LANDS ON AIRSTRIP 

On ;I Marcb a disabled Coraait', piloted by Marine Li-.. 
J. G. Killerer, landed on Green Island, beioa the firsr plane 
m do so. The former coconut plantation bad been conYened 
inro a figbter scrip in sixteen da,s ud nights 01 ceueless 
work. Crews worked around the clock, under powerful 1Iood
lightt at night, and engines stopped running only long enougb 
co be greased and lubricaced. Three days lacer _ral squad
tOns of NaYY and Marine. fI,hlers and medium bombers 
arrjyed. Green Island wa. the furtbest Allied outpost in cbe 
Pacific theater of war. To the rear, in Ibe Solomons. some 
ewenl)' thousand Japs were trapped, with no mean. of escape. 
Two days laceI'. on 8 March,lhe enemy attempted:l facile and 
COIdy uprising on Bougainville which was repulsed by 
Marines. 

By 29 March a new strip was ready for use. Ie was a 
bomber scrip. running parallel ro tbe figbler .crip. The nrst 
plane m land on the bomber strip was a Liberator bomber. 
It had been seriousl, damaged in a rIlid over Truk and cbe 
pi10c radioed in co say he wa. attempting II crasb Jaoding. 
The crew bad refused 10 bail ouc, preferring m ride their plane 
co eanh. The plane made a pedecc approach, bur as che wheels 
toucbed .round a flat rire defected Ihe plane off the serip. 
caLllin, il co nolC oyer and dbincegrate. All OI;CUpanCS were 
killed, some maagled beyond reco,nldon. War had eucced 
ju u,ly coli and Green IJland" new bomber strip had been 
inaugurated in blood. 

15 April saw :I decline in aclivil)'. Emirau and the Ad
miraky blands further ahead were in American hands, and 
aceion sbifted forward. Green Islud was no lonpt' an out
post. havinl ""ed its primary purpose. Lonl' ranse bombers 
/lying from Green Island bad bombed Truk and the Caroline 
Island. by day and by niBht. Medium bombers and fipters 
had tendered nearby Rabaul and K.avieng useless and had cut 

oft' enemy shipping. Prom that dace on only a small number of 
planes remained for patrol IIlghts and occasional raids 00 

RAbaul and Kavieng. The 15th Baetalion departed and the 
22nd Regiment continued its actlvlcies alon. orher lines. 

Camps. roads. fuel and ammunition dumPJ. waeeboulCs. 
communication lines, hospitals and m_ball. were eitber 
built or improved. Dock and camp fadlicies were conllructed 
for several squadrons of PT boats wbich were foJ'e'ti'l!r actack· 
ing eDemy shipp/nB and more installations on Bou.cainville. 
Bub, New 8ricain .. nd New Ireland. 

SERVICES CONDUCTED 

Five men reported ror wock as usual on tbe morDin, of 
10 June. Some were members of a dynamice crew. Others 
were working on or with nearby equipment. None was ncr 
seeD in camp apin. for a premalllre dynamite ellplosion sauf. 
fed OUt cheir lives, injurin, otbers:. Funeral "rviees were held 
the rollowina day at Green hIand'. popuioul cemetery. nearly 
"ery man of Ihe 93rd in ate,ndance. Pallbearers dressed in 
whites placed the flaB-draped collin. iD open gravos dug out 
of rbe coral. With bare bead. bowed, tbe oyerflow crowd paid 
their last respects 10 five mates. friends and brother-in-aems, 
while Protestant Chaplain W. L. Ball, Jr. of the 93rd and 
Carholic Cbaplain C. \II. Duckley of the MariDe' condUcted 
ioint service!l. Three volleys fired inlO the air by the guard 0 

bonor created a disturb&1lce in the crees as birds leli their 
perches to fly away. wailed by the resonance of Taps. 

Things were moving swifdy now. On 18 June Saipan was 
invaded, £oUowed on 22 July by the innsion of Guam. The 
New Zealanders bad left Green bind to retum home ud reo 
or.canjre for lacer campailRS. The American Arm, bad ar
rived m occupy Green bland. On 10 September the Austra
lian GOYernment formally cook conlrol of itt Solomon Islands 
mandate, of wbich Green bland W&l a part. The oAly yisibJe 
efl'ecc th.is had on the 93rd was tbac ttdic on the rotds _s 
now on the European patrern, vehicw drivin, on tbe left 
side 01 the road. 

lIME FOR RICRUTION 

Battalion activities DOw centered on recrcadoo. the 220d 
COnllruccion ReJimeor haYin, moYed elsewbere. A &w small 
projects were In proJnlSl. bur oot of lI'ellt importance. Several 
lOurnamenu were held in man, fields of spon, noghl)' bue. 
ball, solrball, basketball, yolleyball, hor_hoes, pin. pon. 
ud others. Competition was keen between various crews, 
platoons and compaoia. The 93rd balCball team had enp.p. 
menu with other service groups, establishing IlL very IfOOd 
rewrd and ranking amona the best. 

EDtenainmenc JfOUPS on COLlI' of basa in the Paciic 
made personal appearaoCCll on Green Island. Lieut. Comman
der Eddie Peabody,John Caner and the Tune Toppersarriyed 
on 12 May. Bob Hope, Franca Laqlord,Jerry Coloftna, Patty 
.nomas, Tony Romuo and Banuty Dean arriYed 1 August. 
Fifteen day. later Jack Benoy, Carole Landis. La.ny Adler. 
Martha TIlmn and June Bruner puc on a show. A combined 
Arm)'·USO unit fearuring Oark Dennis arriyed all 14 October. 

WE SHOVE OFF AGAIN 

Early in October the 93rd Baccslion was readyin. for 
another moye. By 25 October all equipment had been loaded 
on a frejsheer oucside tbe bay. cbe USS Middlemas. Fi&een 
men boarded the Middlemas and the rese of the 9Jrd boarded 
a Navy cranspon ship. the. Cape Johnson. By nishrfaU both 
.hips were under -r. accompanied bf another freisJuer and 
a destroyer aeon. 

On 31 October, New Guinea'. towerinl' peaks were seen 
in the distance and Humboldt 8ay appeared as the ship round· 
ed a promontory. Stops bad been made at Emirau and Manus 
of the Admiralty bland.. The Middleraas remained there 
unlil Sunday. S NOYember. The Cape Jobnson did DOl depart 
uatil 9 Noyember. In the meanume, men on both ships had 
an opportllDit)' 10 go asbore ac che "eec landin.. Thi. ..... 
Hollandia, where evidence yet remained 10 depict the stub
born enemy reai_nee our tcoups bad encountered in occupy
ing Ibat portion of New Guinea. 

It was 00« UNit the Cape Johnson was well away &om 
Hollandia and Humboldt Bay that the descioat.ioo was 80

nounced. Scuttlebutt, or rumors bad been correct. The 93rd 
Battalion was headed toward Ihe &onuer 0I1QI again. This 
time it was the Philippine Island.. Nuny three weeks bad 
elapsed since the 'rst beacbheads bad been elhlblished on 
Leyce and Samar. Now the Cape JOO_ was one of sixteen 
transports and seven deamyers cbac fOrmed the origiaal coo
yo), which was increased off Pelelieu the momns oC 12 
November. Thac evening the enemy made bis 'I'SI appearance 
in the form of a reconnaissance plue. As in the inYII.ion 
landing on Green Island. men of the 93rd aupplemented 
sbip's gunneu 00 the anri.aircraft gUns. 

ENEMY PLANE SIGHTED 

Several alens resulted &om enemy planes beinA' io tbe 
yielnit)', but adequale Americaa air cover kept Ihem at a safe 



diftallce. 13 November liolllld me eaJarpd COlI..oy well put 

the Palau bland. aod withio nAp of enemy land-hued 
pluet fI,.iR, from the Philippioea. Geaetal Quartet'S wa. 
sounded III 0845 in the moroin, and colUinuod IIndl nenio,. 
During alert., all mell except mOle asaigoed to anti-aircraft 
guns were kept below decks. At fuch time. Commander L. C. 
Parley, me .hip's capcaill, would tutn I1a.I'tatOr, colorfully 
describill' activity above deck. At 0845 "An enemy plane has 
been ,ighred and it has uDdoubcedly sighted us, Thill is all", 
Ar 1000 "This is not a drill. There are enemy plaa.. in tbe 
perimeter of this vic;ioity", At 1030 "They are hanging around 
tbe perimeter, doing nothing as yet". 

Things quieted down enough during mid-day th.t every
Olle had an opportunity to go above decks for a while. At 
1540 "They are hanging around the perimeter. A d~srroyer 
fi&een miles astern has opened lire". At 1630 "Still noming 
doing. There are mree 1Jl'0ups of ellemy planes cirding I.bout, 
twenty live to thiny miles away", At 1632 C.pe.in .nllOUDced 
th.t "they seem to hue retired", But at 1700, the ship shud· 
dered from a violent concussion. "You men below might be 
interested to know that we've shot down ooe plane. He drop
ped one torpedo wbich mi.sed and he was shot down, There 
were no survivors on tbe plane", Capeain farley'. wiu)" reo 
marks eased tbe arain &veryolle was ullder, being inclosed in 
II ship's bold while up above all bell was brea.killa loose. At 
1800 the Captain added, "Friendly planes ate h ..... Army 
P·38's", 

",IRING ON THE OUTSKIRTS" 

Later that night at 2:2:H, Commallder Farley announced 
that "There is firing on the outskirtS. It is difficult to lee, but 
tbey .re out there. We can't ... a thillg. which is olcey, fOr 
they can't lIee u. eirher". 

Reveille the fotlowing mornill", 14 November, was at 
0400. It was raining heavily as the Cape Johnson was making 
its way into Leyte Gulf. General Quarters sounded at 0603 
followed, a eew minmes later, by I.nomer explanation "Firing 
on the outskirts,. not much else". A later annoullcemem was 
made at 075 t, lI$ the ship was being anchored in San Pedro 
harbor, at the extreme Ilonhern end of Leyte Gulf. ''Two lap 
planes hav. been shot down; one by a P-38, the other by Army 
.hore bai...d (Leyte) anti·aircraft". At 0800 all mell went over 
the side into bair,•. As etCh barge was filled to capacity it 
would circle the ship. Wbell all barges were lilled it was 
npected to scrike off for shore. This wal not to be tbe case. 
Around lind around tbey wenr, aroulld and around. until • 
noon an order was iuued bringing the barp' back 10 the 
side of Ibe ship and everyone cl.mbered aboard. Wbile tbe 
two ships were at Hollandi.. Lieutenant Hubert Schmidt bad 
been transferred to the Middlemas. He was to have arrived 
earlier, as he did, and he was entrusted with selection of a 
campsite. When me Middlemas arrived in l.eyte Gulf, lieu
tenant Schmidt was not allowed to leave me ship, orders from 
the ship's captain. And so it was thlll whell tbe Cape Johnson 
arrived and the 93rd prepared to land, there was no place 10 

go. That night was apin llpent aboard the Cape Johnson. By 
next morning, 15 November, arrallgemenu had been made 
and the battalion landed, but on Samar, not Leyte, as had 
been expected. 

WE LAND ON SAMAR 

The campsite wa, ill a C:OC:OIlUt plalltldon which fringed 
a beach. Nearby was a .mall "iIIage, Sao Anconio. It consisted 
merely of II cluster of duuch huts alld • few frame buildillgs 
one of which was a schoolhouse. Across nurow Sao Pedro 
channel, the modern city of Taclohan, Leyte, could be plainly 
seen. Just below Tadoban was a landing strip and a very 
bull)' one. 

For the first twO weeks ashore the 93rd did nothiDa orber 
tbaa to JerVice its equiprnellt, build lOme access roads. set lip 
a permanent camp, repair a native church which bad been 
damaged aad collduc:t surveys fOr a cotoiol &Pipm.ent. The 
local terrain was found to be toO unstable for an, permanent 
conlUuction. consisting mOSEly of swampland and rice pad
dies. Thi. led authorities to abandon the am:. 00 50 Novem
ber sixty men ol the 93rd boarded small laadios craCe alld 
uaveled southward to the ...ry dp of Samar, arrillin, at a fair 
sized town or Guiuall. Here they Couod coral deposits tbat 
could be used ill con$U'Uction and the tertain presented better 
possibilities. The haualioll bad to move aJaio but this was 
ollly a shon trip, so it moved in sections, .ia small landing 
craft. 

UFI AT SAN ANTONIO 

The period llpent at Sao ADlOoio was olle th. 110 one 
should enr foraet. Air raids were common. At lint me)' came 
at all hours of the day. tarer they started a schedule, every 
!!,ornillg and every Ili.bt. Then rhey Stopped rbeir morning 
attIlcks. All mis rime tbe enemy was concentratinll on the 
Tadoball airstrip, Tacloban itself, or more often mey were 
after the enormoUl.hipping in tbe harbor. On such cx:casions 
L.eyte-hased anti-aircraft units were firillg ill 1tH- general di
rection of Samar ••• and me 93rd. As a result, ,he battalion 
was practically living in bomb shelters, dodging borb &iendly 
aod enemy shrapneL Not being very successlul in hiab altitude 
bombing attemprs, 'he enemy resorted to ma.. suicid.l at
tacks. It was not uncommon lor the enemy to come io low 
oyer the 9~rd camp .nd attempt cruh diYCll on ships in fhe 
harbor. 

On two instances "Conditional Black" was announced. 
This warning meant that eoem,. paratroops weee beillg n
peered. Extra guards were posted and neryoQC was armed to 
the teeth. The enemy did land some pal'lltroops, alld in a 
Seabee camp at thar. but OD Leyte, in ,he 61st Seabee Battalion 
camp. These Seabee. posted tea parachutes on their score 
board. Ten laps bad gone meir limit. 

ANOTHER ALERT SOUNDS 

Action bad been heavy on 26 November. At 1100 allorber 
alert was souaded and everyone sought shelter. One man 
reached a foshoie but never lived to lell about It. A projectile 
had his name written 011 it. Tha, was all. The 93rd had lost 
anomer mlln. Burial was at Tadobao's Cemetery. A maa from 
another Seabee unit had been killed at the same time. Both 
bodies were buried together, wim brief aad simple services 
beinl cOllducted by Chaplain Rail. 

At the new Guiuall location only one thousht prevailed 
aad that was to COOSUUCt an airstrip as eady as polSible. 
Only on one occasion did the enemy put in an appearance 
and lh. was on Christmas morning when a Dutch freigbter 
was torpedoed. Almough olle hold was damaged.. me ship 
did not sink but the explosion killed several Seabees aboard. 
The plane was shot down. AU passenger troops were removed 
and spent Cllristmas nlsht in me Guiuan cathedral. Enemy 
air raids were supplanted by extremely bad wlfatber. If rained 
almost constantly, averaging .66 illches per dilly for tbe mOllth 
of December. The strip was constructed oyer II swamp, nues
siratin. lhe use of enormous quancities of fill. It bad pre¥iously 
been _ed lh. coostruction of an airstrip in this location 
was virtually impossible. The 61SlUd 9Jrd 8analIoni broke 
around on 6 December, workiq together. 011 18 December 
• Fairchild 1.-3 Cub lucc_fuU, made tbe first lalldinS. On 28 
December four ClU'go transport planes luded. beanDS cargo. 
00 New YtIIlt', Day Ii.hter. and medium bombers arrived 
en muse. The Guiuan strip was ill operation. 
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CONClUSION 

Today is Saturd.v, 14 April, 1945. To men of the 9~rd, 
it mealls completion of an .i,hteen month tour of overlft.l' 
duty. When we'll return home is knowledp DOt in our pas
lenion. "Our strip" is a sood one. Its planes have supported 
and made possible other drives el_bere in the Philippiftfl. 
from Luzon to Mindan.o. Sinc;e we completed our wodt on 
the Krip we han done other lobi toO oumerous to mendon, 
aU.of wbich 80 into colUltn .. :tion of a bue. We hay. bad rime 
to provide oUrlelva wieb wrl,. c;omfonable quarters and our 
camp I, without question the bnt on tb. island. 

Our me"ball bas fed u many u nine ebousand men in a 
da,.. DOt only our own, but trallsient ftyin, perSODftfll and 
ground force, u weit. On the srrip our mobile aaJley bas 
","ed &andwichel IlDd ice water to any and all transienu. 
We are pretty well known throu,houc the Philippines. 

Three days a80. 11 April, Donald E. Shackelford and 
Pete Seward were in the vicinity of another unit's blastin8 
openldonl. Warned of an impend/n, hlasr, the twO men 
crouched beneath a tru«:k body. buc a dying lump of coral 
found them. Sew.rd lost two linprs, but Shackelford was noc 
$0 fortun.te. Two blood tr....Cu'ion5 failed to save bis life. 
Burial was at the TaclobAn Cemeret)/, Chaplain Ball otticiatinK. 

Yesterday we were stunned by the ap.lling news that our 
Commll1lder-in-Chief had passed away. The n_. which 
_ned ac the breakfast table as a rumor and was war COMma
ed, brought forth no dispirited nor oracorical comment. 
Everyone appeared to be $wallowing a liule harder and a 
little more often, ilnd vet)/ few words were .poken. Otherwise. 
there was work to be done and it was done. 

CONTIIT HELD 

Architecu ol tbe blrtalion submitted des/ps in a conceit 
held recently, when it was decided to build a chapel. The wia
ner received a cash award and had (he pleasure of seeing hill 
drawin,. sprin, to life. The chapel has been built on the 
beach, fadn. tILIt. It is a pennanent structure. made of nau..e 
wood in heavy beam. aad with a COnCrete 8001'. Its interior i. 
iUuminared with indirect lighting. A mural adOCll$ the wall 
behiad the alear. It was painted by our battalion amll and 
depict. the physical stru ••le underKon. by Ameeicans and 

filipinos alike in the liberanoll of the Pbilippines. The bud
&hips are tied to,lether throup religious worship, with 
Amecican troop. and Filipino ci"iliana kneeliDI' sid.by-side 
before a pauorama of tbe Vit·.in Mother and Child. Lontr 
after the 9~rd hIS deparred the chapel sball be sandill8. a gilt 
to the Filipinos in their parMt fOf" freedom of worship. 

Thiny-cwo meA bave DOt been bere at c:amp with us foe 
some rime now, They wcn= temporaril,. decacbed and sent to 
a lumber c:amp loation nesrby. There they ..... comhined 
with meD of ocher unies in produdq quantiriu or virain 
umber. Theil' livina colldicioftJ ha... been poor, for they bave 
not bad the facilities that are avaUabk to WI bere. We espea 
them to rejoin us soon. One of them has poe Jap-bunrina. 
for there are small poc:keu of resistance still holdin8 out in 
the vicinity. He was swxeuf'u1. tOO, accordin8' to· verified 
reports. 

QUESTION ON ALL MINDS 

The prevalent question of the da,. is "WHEN AIlE WE 
GOING HOMJ!?". Oue person's IJ,uess i$ as good a$ another's, 
and estimates rang. from late in May to September. In Europe 
the war appears to be in iu final scaga and Germallf's sur
render is expeaed to come at an)' time. Here in the Pacific: 
theater, Okinawa of the Ryukyu blands has been invaded 
successfully, Our force. are now fipdn, the enem, onl, three 
hundred twenty five miles &om the Japanese homeland. Twice 
in eighreen monms the 93rd Battalion was acUft in the {ur
thell American outpollS of each period. OIlce at Greeu Islaad 
and once in the Philippines. The acriou has now once apin 
shifced fae forward. \VII QIODOf; fo_ what Iics ahead nor 
when we'll return to our homes. Time alone win tell. In the 
meannme the 93rd Baualion will continue to be busily en
psed in a project that ..._0, sball play an imponanc pan 
in the ultimate defeat of the enemy. 

Since che above para,rapb was waxen much has happen
ed. first, VE day and then VJ day and the w...·s end. Our 
queltion bas been answered to everyone', ptiaEacrion. We 
were sent home and the men or the 93rd have attempred to 
cake up tbeir lives wbere cbey lett off. 

We have many memorie. cha, will cany with us the rest 
of our lives. 

END 
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