
 

“Construimus, Batuimus” 
“We Build, We Fight” 

88th Naval 
Construction 
Battalion    

Historical  
Information 



.a§.th C .B. 

NOTO - Davisville 
ABD - Hueneme 
Readt Date ­

Left ABD - 3 Jul'43 
Location - 0\19-9 ~~e.a~~ Ge-ed-'Pi-me 

Bmi-n'tt Le7ie-Samar (Jinamoc Is)fl.",. (t~. mUM U) 
lJ)G. 

~22-43 - 88th OB transferred to Camp Parks J'F'.lI Hueneme, by dispatch. 
7-15-43 - 88tn CB departed from Hu.eneme 3 Jul l 43 ":'" destination Cub 9. 
9-13-43 - 1 Au«'43 report of 88th OB - arrtved'destina.t1on 19 Jul'43. 
1-28-44 - 1 Jan'44 report of 88th CB - Expects to leave Bev;y and report to Good Time during 

the first week in Jan'44. 
3- 8-44 - 1 :feb'44 report of 88th OJ - Left Gwidalcana1 in 3 echelons - 3 Jan,l:ZJan, and 

18 Jan'44 arrirtD8 at Good Ifime 5 Jan. 15 Jan, and 20 Jan'44. 
6-14-44 - 1 Mq'44 report of 88th OB - operating at Emirau. , 
6-16-44 - 1 Apr'44 report of 88th c:e - Ceased operations at T:r;!1!a8Ur7 21 Mart44 and departed 

for lIIrblrau ~ Mar'44 arriving at .irau 50, Mar'44. 
7-10-44 - 1 Jun'44- report of 88th OB - operating at E:mlrau.. Was at Ifreasu.17 15 Jan'44 to 

24 Marr44. 
7-31-44 - 1 Jul r44 report of 88th CB - 'JperatiIl& At lImirau. 
8-25-44 - 88th OB located at Jmirau - Jb110wing info from Data of Sopac aa of 7/1/44: 

'. 
01 IQARD 

~ OFJ'IQ1IBS Ml!DT AYpORITY 
30 Jun'," 31 946 bCeP•. 
1 Aug'44- 32 927 :a &,MoR
1 Sept44 35 930 It. &, NoR 
30 Sept"" 1055 Beoap
lOct'44 33 1055 MoB. 
1 N'ov'44 32 R
1 Dec'44­ 32 1052 B1lP625 & B. 
1 Nov l 44 - Sec."A" 13 492 MoB. 

1 Dec'44 - See.oAR 13 494 Moll 

1 lovt 44_ OSSO Sec. 19 562 R &, BJ!lP625 r 

1 J aa '45 ' 
 18 B.
1 Je,'(1'45 -"13" Ulithi lJ3 496 BNP625 & R 
1/~5 - Seo.~ BNPS25 at Moll 
1 • 46- - re"d. A tt 6~·.3 ,MoR '" .. ~ 

1 Feb' 45 - Sec. B 13 491 Moll 
483~t~tI~~;:1 ]~ , 163 Mol. 

BIPQI5 'flo hi ~If1 M~t45 30 1~2 MoR 
llun'45 30 1041 Molt 
1 Jul'45 28 975 BlP625 &, R 

• c'l i ' ," 'l'Aug'45 2S 906 :BNP625 & R 
t Septl45 542 BNlJ625 
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88th C.B. 

Arrived Hownea Jul'43 
II GUA.d;:.>lcanal Nov' 43 
II Treasury Jan'44 
II Ji}nirau Apr'44 

St ~.~ ing for Cub 10 Ju1'44 
9-15-44 - 1 Aug'44 report of 88th C13 - located at .lllldrau. 00IDserfor7flt endorElemen t states 


that the 88th is to return to the SoPac command for further as81gnIlEnt. 

9-26-44 - The 88th CB is 10cRted at Emirau. (Sec. Disp. 172238 NCR 13659 dtd 24 Sep'44 fron 


ON] Emirau to Oomseronsopac) 
10-18-44 -- 88th CB detached from Emirau to proce~d and report to a prevmously directed 

destinaUon.(OO Emlrau NAl3JPl6-41.00 over Ser. 0223 Oonf. It:r,. tPc OinO of 88th Cl3) 
10-27-44 - Ona-hlllf of 88th CB assigned to Cub 12 for opera.tions at KING ~. (Oomserfor7flt 

Sec. Ltr to Budocks S3l over Sere BP-001873 dtd 6 Oct'44 - OAll No. 13668) 
11-8-44 - 88th CB is at EmirBu ste.ging for a forwP.rd mov~ment. One-hnl! of the batt h2.S beE 

a ssir,ned to Cub 12 for operat ions EI.t KIN/} 2. (Comaerfor7fl t Sec. It r A9-4 over 
~er BP-001882 to Budocks dtd 12 Oct'44 monthly report for Sep'44) 

11-11-44 --One-half of the 88th OB is located at Ulithi.Mariannas(Atoll Oom~~nd U1.ithi Sec. 

disp to ONO 011428 NCR 15157 dt~ 8 Nov'44). 


11-15-44 --Clncpoa requests that t of the 88th CIB (which was trlmsfeued with Oub 12 to 
SoweB"p~,c) that this uni ts orders be modifi,.d detaching them from the 38th ~ and 
assigni:Iig them to Com7fl t. (Clncpo8. ~onf. disp. 080541 :NCR 15674 to Comwesce.rsubare 
dtd 11 Nov '44). 

11-16-44 - 1 Sep'''' report of 88th CB - :Batt val leoured on 14 Aug'44 fro. all con.'ruo'ioD 
protieo'. at lmil'8U in order to recondUion equip.D.t and. _'erial. for torward 
mo....nt. 

~ . . .; 

88th-C.B. 

11-29-44 - One-half ot the 88th OB 1s located at Tacloban. Le,.te. (Comserv7fit Sec. Displ 

to 010 150133 NCR 18921 dtd 34 !lov'44)


12-2-44 ­ 1 Oct'44 report of llSth CB·-Begat\. loading equip. for forward. move on 29 Sep'44. 
12-6-44 - COt Cub 12 Sec. Itr to Oincpoa dtd 17 1'0.,,44 requests that the 88th and 6th (Sp) 

be rejoined into their or~idal complete batts. One-half 'of each are at Ul1thl 
and Leyte. 1st End. by N'Alm 14 Navy 3964 dtd 18 N'ov'44 recommends the approval
of. 


12-12-44 _ 

88th CB located at Ulithl. (AtCom Ulithl Sec. Disp. to CNO 011402 dtd 9 Dec'44) 


14-28-44 ­ 1 Nov'44 report of 88th CB, Section nAd - located at Ulithl. Report endorsed 
by 38th Regiment. . . i' 

12-28-44 - 1/2 of the 88th CB Joined the 12th Reg. in the m~ddle of· Oct '44 at Leyte.(Comser­
for7flt Sec. report for Oct '44 dtd 20 Nov'44). 

1-3-45 - 1 Dec'44 report of 88th OB, See. IIA" - located at Ulithi. Report endorsed b1 
38th Regiment.

1-13-45 _ 
One-half of the 88th OB located at Ulitht. (Atoll Com Ulithi Sec Dtsp to ONO 

030544 dtd 11 Jan'45) 


1-13-45 - One-half of the 88th DB in the 12~h Regiment and located en Jinamoc, p.r. and 

Samar. (Comserfcr7flt Sec report for Nov'44 dtd 15 Dec'44) 


1-17-45 - ­ The 88th CB left ~he U.S. 3 Jul'43 and is now located at Ulithi and the 
Philipines. ComUlithl requests that this unit be sent back to the states for 
rehabilitatlon.(Atoll ComUlithi Sec. ltr A4/A3 over Sere 0022 to CincpacfltPoa 
dtd 8 Jan'45). 

1-26-45 ­ 1 Nov'44 report of the 12th Reg. - During the month of Oct'44, tlb one-half of 
the 88th CB joined the 12th Reg. at Leyte. 
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1-26-45 - 1 Dee'44 report of the 38th Reg... Sec. A loca.ted a.t Ulithi, Sec. B at Leyte. 
1-26-46 - 1 Dec'44 report of the 88th·013 - 1/2 of Batt located at Tacloban, LeTte. Report 

endorsed by 12th Regiment. 
1-31-45 -- ~ of the 8Ath CB will be t:ransferred fl'lom Ulithi to Leyte about 1 Feb '45. (Cil1cpoS 

Sec. disp to OincsQwespa,c 110115 (ltd 17 Jan '45 in regard to Oincsowespac 5th End. 
AGOi54,dtd 16 Dec t 44 on Cub 12 Itr of 17 Nov'44). 

2- 2-45 - 1 Nov'44 report of the 88th 013 - Batt left Emirau on 6 Oct'44 - Det. ItAII, com­
prised of 564 men and 17 officers, scheduled for "Vocalist" i Det.IIB~, comprised 
of 49a men and 14 officers, scheduled for "Horror". Det. "A' arrived Manus 7 Oct. 
and remained there until 19 Oct; arrived at New -Guinea on 20 Oct and re­
mained there until 230qt when it joined the convoy enroute to ult. destination. 
The convoy arrived OSSO on 29 Oct. Personnel still aboard ship as of 31 Oct. 
Detachment "All comprised of 00. C & D. Detachment-B" comprised of Co. A &B. 

a-l?.-45 - 1 Jan'45 report of the 38th Reg. - Sec. ItBIt of the 88th CB, located at Mog-Mog, 
Ull.hi, will complete their assignment on or about 20 Jan'45 and will be availabll 
about 25 Jan'45 for detaebment from the Regiment. 

2-13-45 -- Oomeervforpacflt reatr. Itr ier. 365-61 dtd 18 Jan t 45 to OinO of th.i 88th CB 
at !LID. - established the complement of this part of the 88th C~ with 17 offs 
and 541 men. 

2-13-45 -- t of the 88th CB is available for Samar.(CNO Sec. Itr to distribution list Ser. 
0039230 dtd 3 reb 145). 

2-1;'-45 - i of the 88th CB is located at Ulithi' and is alertea for movement.(Atoll Com 
Ulltb..i Sec. dis1) to CNO 020006 dtd a reb'45). 

2-14-45 -- The 88th CB(.~) is located on Jlnamoc Is. and Samar. This part Of the 88th CB 
is coqposed Of Co. C & D and Hq. Co.(Comserfor7flt Sec. report for. nee 144 dtd 
15 Jan '45). 

~" ". '. a..',:-:,,~, .('~-V 

.ftath OrB•. 

2-1945 - 1 Jan'45 report of the 88th CB Section "BII - located ab Ulithl. 
3- 3...45 - A detachment of the 88th CB (5900£,:f. and men) Joined the 13th Reg. at Tacloban 

on 30 Oot' 44. Hovemen' of all regilnental and flAYal base unit s . to Guluan was becun 
on 9 nec'44 (Because the expected 00lIl»1. date of the Army airstrip eould. not be met 
due to poor so11 conditions. an area in southenrSamar Is •• near Gulmuh was scouted 
and found ~ltable for an airstrip and also preferable for other intended installa.. ­
tions. Hence, on 9 Dec •• it was finally decided to build all naval facilities at 
Guiuan) • (Historical Report by the 12th Reg. onNawl :Base LeTte - Comserfor7flt 
CC)nf Itr Ala over :BP-0172 dtd 7 Feb'45 to Budocks) . 

3-8-45 -- According to Dirpacdocks San Fran 15 Feb 146 report the B8th CB(whole unit) is locate 

3-14-45 - O~m::;;~;7fl t conf. Ipdltr Ser. 0369 to ON0J3 Leyte Gulf d td 2 .Mar '45 - The 88th " 
is hereby detached from its presently assigned duties. Shall report to CN0J3 Leyta 
Gulf for duty with Commander Construction Forces Layte-Samar. 

3-21-45 - 1 Feb'45 report of the 38th Reg. - As of 1 Feb. Sec. :B ot the 88th C:B was preparll2g 
. to depart frOIl Hog-Mag and rejoli Seo A at LeTte. 
3-22-45... 1 'eb'45 report of the 88th OB~ Sec. A under SoWeaPac Command at Tacloban. I.eyte. 
3-22-45 - CoUldt NOB. Taclob811. Leyte ordera the 88th OB to further report to the CO. NavSta 


GuiUSD. Samar for duty with Oonst Forces headed by CoRdr Const lJIorcea and Sr Brg 

OoD4r; ordered to direct the OinO of the detachment on Jinomoc Island to report to 

the 00, ACORN 30 for duty with Const Forces. (Oomt Itr PI6-3( 1) over Ser 992 dtd 

11 Mar'45 to OinC 88th CB) 

3-30-46 - Sec.. B of the 88th CB reported to N.B faoloben on 15 Mar' 45 with 14 off. and 486 men. 
(OinC 88th CB Itr ECR:rn OTer 88-P16-3 dtd 15 Mar'45 to Comdt NOB Tacloban) 



3-31-45 -	 l-Jeb 45 reporti of the 88th O:a, Det. A - located ~t Samar. Report end. by 12th R
' 

4-10-45 -	 The 88th as 1st Sec. is located at Samar. The 2nd Sec. is located at Jinamoc Is. 
with Acorn 3O.(Oom7flt Sec. disp to Comlnch 250756 Mar'45). 

4-17-45 - 1 Jeb'45 report of the 88th 0 • Det. B - located at Ullthi. 
4.;;n~45 - 1/288t~ C13 tat Jinamo-c-; Rematnder-of batt-an-iyed-'Leyte·-in -Fe~t45-Elnd-ha~ -been-­

ae.lg:qed i)"onst of Pl'. BasT·at·15obant-SamA.r-·~s. (eomserf9r7flt Seo Rep for Feb'45) 
4-24-45 - 1 ~'f4$ repl')tt of 88th aB - 10cat1011 not given. Detached unit, aection A. under 

SoV'$hcOo_ . Bcloban. ZUdorsed by 12th Reg A Sri Brig. 
: 4-26-46 - 1 MarI 45 report til 19th. B.ec. - 88th aB. Det. At worki»g OIl J1nuoc Island.. 
: 4-30-45 - Sec A of the 88th 013 located at Jinamoc lB •• Leyte: Sec 13 at Guiuan. To U.S. 
! about 1 Aug f 45. (00mserfor7flt Sec Rep of 1 Apr t 46) 	 . ­
i 5- 8-45 - The 88th 013 Sec A located at Leyte. Sec 13 at Samar. (Dirpacdocks 5.1. Sec Rep o;t 

15 Apr'45) 
• 5-16-45 - 1 Mey f 45 report of the 88th CB - St1l1functioningas two units, DeDA at Jina­

moe, and Det B at Bobon. Report routed via 19th Reg. and 3rd. 13rg., Bett II. 
5-29-45 - 1 Apr' 45 report of the 88th CB,Det~lt - loea;ed; in Samar" area. 12th TWgS. 18\ end. 1 

thi. report statel that Dei. ]I 11 ua•• adJainlltraU'f'e con.trol of the 19th Reg ,. UJlCi 
the ~erat1oD8l control of the 12th Reg. Bepon end by 12tb Reg " 3rd irig. S.~. 

i 6-&-48 - 1 Apr 46 repon of the 88th Cb.Det.A - located at 8811&1'. lleport end by 19th ReI .. 
3r4 Brig. Seo.2. '. 

6-9-45 - ~sM~'45 ~eport of the 19th Reg. - The housin€ facilities for Acorn 30 at Jinamoe 
• ave een substantially completed by the 88th OB. 	 ­

6-14-45 	- 1 Jun l 45 report of the 88th OB - On 1 Jun l 45 orders were reed from the 19th Beg 
tranSferring Det B to Jinamoe Is. where Det A is now located. This will bring the 

Location - Jinamoc Is. (enttreunit) 88th O.B. 

6-14-45 - 1 Jun'45 rep (cont.) - the 88th CD together Bnd it will function as a full batt.· 
The PI' Base at Bobon has been completed. Report via the 19th Reg md 7th 13rg. 

6-.a6-45 - 1 Jun'46 report of the 19th Reg. - Guiuan detachment of the 88th OB has reed 
order.• to move to JinalJlbc during the month of June 90 that the entire batt· will _ 
be together in one camp at Tacloban. lilaBh unit ot the 19th Reg. will be together 
by the end of June and all will be based within the San Pedro Bay area. 

7-20-45 - 1 Jul'45 report of the 88th CB - The two detachments of the batt were reassembled 
into a complete unit during the month of JtUl8. The first group, consisting of 2 
off. and 80 men, left Bobon. Samar on 4 June and a.rrived at Jinamoc on seme day. 
This unit was specifically detached from Det B by order of the 19th Reg for assign­
ment to the const of a hospital at NOB Taclob911 p.nd ",entto work on that project, 
on 5 June. Subsequently. e.ddtl instructions were reed by net B orderi.ng remainiQit 
personnel to proceed to Jin,e.JIlOc to combine with Det A. Ancordingly, all work aasgnd 
that detaclament WtiS discontinued 9 June. The complete Jilovement of men. ma.terial, 
fUld equipment was accomplished between 13 June and 16 June 1945. 2 off. Find 31 mm 
proceeded to 110 110 t Penay on 5 June for temp addU duty-. 50 men overage have 
been transferred during May end June. Report via 19th Reg and 7th Brg. 

7-24-45 - 1 Jul.'45 report of the 19th Reg states that the 88th CB is under both adm1nistrativ 
and operational control of the 19th Reg. !fh.e 88th ClI is scheduled to complete 1tl 
present assignment about, 15 Aug·45. 

7-27-45 - The 88th CB--l/Z a.t Guiuen, Samar constructing 1"1' Btise *17 camp, shops. warehouses. 
wa.terfront facilities. roads. housing fl.xea. tlElter syster!l. elect distr system, 
rOA-de and showers. The rema.inder of the Ba,tt i 9 at Jinemoc Ia•• Leyte Gulf t con­
structing seanlfme base. facilities for Acorn 30. water 9J.pply system. dock, C';:.mp
and camp site: (COT 7th fit Sec Rep for June) Attached to 19th Reg and 7th Erg. 
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LOCf.1,tion - Jinamoc !sle.nq, 88th C .13. 

8-13-45 - The 88th CB is in trw 19th Reg. and 7th Br~. (Com7flt conf report on CE Organize. 
tion 1n Leyte-SamBr area. ser...04296 dtd 26 July to CNO) 

8-14-45 - 1 Aug l 45 report of the 88th CB - located in Leyte-Samvr arf-e.. 2 off. find :u men 
were sent to Iloilo. Pansy oft 5 June; this I)roject was completed on 14 July Md 
the l11EIn and off'. reta to Batt. 14 men tre.nsfd for overage disc:l':t8.rge. 44 men 
transfd for leave and reaSsignment. It is,estimated that the work on Jinamoc Is 
now in progress will be completed by 10 Aug. The Taclobf.ln J3..~se Hospital should bE 
completed by 15 Aug. The Crusher Plant at Palo, Leyte will be completed and in 
operat ion by 4 Aug. Report via 19th Reg and 7th Brg. 

8-24-46 - 1 All&'45 report of the 19th Beg - The 88th en i8 located at Jinamoc with the 
exception of a detachment of 3 off. and 40 menvho at Palo, LeTte. The 2 off. 
and 31 men completed dut7 at nolle, Panq on 14 J"ul'45. 

9-14-45 - Inactivation of following unit at S8nll" r R.pproved:-88th DB, etc. (Clncpoa conf 
spdltr ser 032474 dtd 7 Sept l 45 to Comservpac). 

9-0-1-45 - 88th DB 1.n process of inact1vat ion. (OinO, Oor,dr Snr:,ar sec d i.S}) 300727 Atlg'45 to 
ComDonstTroops. PhHsea fron). 

9-44-45 - 1 Sept'45 report of 19th Reg. 88thCB on Jinimoc Island. :385 men transferred to 
U.S. forrotatiion. 23 men for over-age discharges. 50 E18n for dischwrge under 
the point system. 

9-;;:5-45 - 1 Sept 145 report of 88th CB. Located in Samar area. Report via 19th .Reg. & 
7th Brig. 23 men tr~nsferred to U.S. for over-age discr.argAs. 353 men tranaf'rrec 
to U.S. for leevA & reassignment. 32 men transferred to RS for transfer to U.S~ 
50 menthwere trianaferred to",U.S.ff'or dlscharge.;under the point system. 13 men ree'ef rom 0 er un ta. 11 men 'f~t\ erred fron! otaer units. 

Lc)eaUon -Samar 88tA,O:B 

10-3-45 - ComserVpac i8 requestiJ:Ig Comph11setd'ron to iDActl.,.iI\he following unit 8: -O:BMU'a 
512. 568, 569 & 582. 88th OB. Intorm CODlaervpac when inactivations are completed. 
(Oom.servpac conf apdltr Ber 05194 dtd 12 Sept'45 to Comphilseafron). 

1-11-46 - 88th OD was inaottvated about 1 Oct'45. (Lt. McNe1sh~ formerly wtth the 88th CB). 
3-7-46 - D1rieatPacDocke cont. CB report of 107eb state. final inactivation date of 

88th QB is 20 Nov 45. 
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United States Naval Construction Battalion 88 

United States Naval qQ.~~tion Battalion 88 was activated under 

the command of Commander Edgar C. Rowe, CEC, USNR, on February 8, 1943 

at the Naval Construction Training Center, Camp Endicott, Davisville, 

Rhode Island. The battalion then underwent advanced technical and military 

training at Camp Endicott until April 22, 1943. On April 27 I 1943 it left 

Davisville by train and arrived at Camp Parks, Shoemaker, California. 

The 88th Seabees remained at Camp Parks for apprOximately a month, 

undergoing training. On May 29, 1943 the battalion left Camp Parks and 

arrived at Port Hueneme the next day_ The battalion was outfitted for overseas 

duty at Port Hueneme and sailed from that port on July 3, 1943. 

On July 19, 1943 the 88th Naval Construction Battalion arrived at 

Mount Dore, New Ca ledonia. There the ba tta lion worked on the Cub 9 

staging area. It constructed a camp area, a storage area and roads, and 

other facilities, and did some stevedoring work. 

On November 13 two companies, A and C, and one-ha If of the head­

Quarters company left New Caledonia and arrived at Doma Cover Guadalcanal 

on November 16. There the SIS men of the detachment constructed ca mp 

structures, roads, storage areas r culverts, bridges and other necessary 

structures for another Cub 9 staging area. The 88th Sea bees also built 

pontoon barges and assembled prefabricated control towers for use at 

BougainviUe _ 



'# 

On December 24,1943 the two companies and the members of the 

headquarters that had remained behind left New Ca ledonia and arrived at 

Doma Cove, Guadalcanal onDeCf~r 28. 

In January 1944 the battalion left Guadalcanal in three echelons, 

on the 3rd, 13th, and 18th. The echelons, consisting of approximately 

340 men each, arrived at the Treasury Islands on the 5th, 15th, and 20th 

of January. On Treasury Island the battalion constructed highways, secondary 

roads, bomb dumps, taxiways, and several major camps. It also erected 

telephone poles for the island communication system and performed malaria 

eradication work throughout the Treasury Islands. 

The main body of the battalion left Treasury Island on March 27, 1944 

for Emirau Island which had been occupied by United States Marines on the 

19th. It arrived at Emirau on March 30 and began developing an airbase. 

This task included the grading and building of runways and taxiways, the 

Acorn 7 camp, and other installations needed to support the base. The first 

planes landed at the strip only 14 days after the initial work was started. 

On May 5, 1944 the battalion was joined by the 60 men of the rear 

echelon from Treasury Island. The Seabees remained on Emlrau working on 

the alrbase and various minor jobs until October 4, 1944. 

The battalion was divided into two detachments designated A and B 

and on October 4 both detachments left the island. On October 9 Detachment B 

arrived at Ulithi Atoll. There it worked on five different islands of the atoll 

and constructed a fleet recreation center I piers, airstrips, and camps. 

2 
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Detachment A arrived at Leyte in the Philippines on October 29, 1944. 

The Seabees remained aboard the ship until October 30, 1944 when they 

began going ashore at Samar .....~~l.&at Samar, the detachment completed 

the building of a camp and a road, and then rebuilt a bridge over the Bagnon 

River. The bridge had been destroyed by the Filipinos when they were 

retreating from the Japanese invaders. 

On November 9 the Seabees of Detachment A moved to Jinamoc Island, 

Philippine Islands. There the detachment built a seaplane base that included 

pontoon ramps, a concrete ramp, hardstands, and over four miles of roads. 

The detachment from Ulithi left that island on February 7, 1945 and 

arrived at Bobon , Samar, Philippine Islands, on February 10, 1945. This 

detachment built a major PT-boat repair base and a complete camp facility 

for the personnel of the base including utilities I housing 1 recreational 

facilities and warehouses. On June 10, 1945 the detachment left Bobon 

to rejOin Detachment A on Jinamoc Island. 

On Jinamoc the entire 88th Seabees worked on tank farms, roadsl' 

a hospital, housing, warehouses, and other projects. The battalion also 

constructed a 350-bed hospital for the Naval Shore Facilities at Tacloban, 

operated a rock quarry, and repaired piers. A detachment was sent to Panay 

Island to drill test holes along the shores and survey the area for possible 

development as a naval base. The 88th Naval Construction Battalion remained 

at Leyte Gulf until its inactivation on September 20, 1945. 

3 
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The battalion was attached to the Eighteenth Naval Construction 

Regiment on Emirau. In the Philippine Islands 'the battalion was first 

attached to the Twelfth Naval.cQij~.~uction Regiment of the Third Naval 

Construction Brigade and later to the Nineteenth Naval Construction Regiment 

of the Seventh Naval Construction Brigade. 

Two members of the battalion, Sava S31aja I coxswain and James A. Heniff, 

DMl, received the Navy and Marine Corps Medal. The battalion received 

commendations from the Air Command, Emirau; The Malaria Control Headquarters I 

Emirau; and the United States Pacific Fleet, Commander Air Center. 

4 




08 Feb 1943 

22 Apr 1943 
27 Apr 1943 

29 May 1943 
30 May 1943 

03 Jul1943 
19 Jull943 

13 Nov 1943 

16 Nov 1943 

24 Dec 1943 

Jan 1944 

Jan - Mar 1944 

27 Mar 1944 
30 Mar 1944 

05 May 1944 

04 Oct 1944 

09 Oct 1944 

88th Naval Construction Battalion 

Chronology 

The battalion is activated at Naval Construction Training Center, 
Camp Endicott, Davisville, R.I. Commander Edgar C. Rowe, 
CEC, USNR, Officer in Charge. 
The battalion entrained and left Camp Endicott. 
The 88th Seabees arrived at Camp Parks, Shoemaker, California. 
Here the battalion participated in a program of training. 
The battalion left Camp Parks. 
The battalion arrived at Port Hueneme and began training and 
outfitting for overseas deployment. 
The 88th NCB embarked and sailed from Port Hueneme. 
The battalion arrived at Mount Dore, New Caledonia. At New 
Caledonia the Seabees constructed the Cub 9 staging area, 
building roads, camp and storage areas. 
Companies A and C plus one half of the headquarters company 
left New Caledonia. 
A, C and one halfof the Headquarters Company arrived at Doma 
Cove on Guadalcanal. Here the detachment constructed facilities 
for Cub 9 staging area, unloaded equipment and base supplies 
from ships and loaded on other ships headed for forward areas. 
They built pontoon barges and prefabricated control towers for 
use on Bougainville. 
Companies B, D and the Headquarters personnel remaining on 
New Caledonia embarked and sailed for Guadalcanal. 
Battalion left Guadalcanal in three echelons on the 3rd

, 13th and 
15th18th of January. They arrived at Treasury Island on the 5th

, 


and 20th of January. 

The battalion constructed roads, bomb dumps, camps, storage 

facilities and taxiways. 

The main body of the 88th Seabees departed Treasury Islands. 

The main body of the battalion arrived at Emirau Island. Here the 

battalion built a large airbase, the Acorn 7 camp and all necessary 

facilities for maintaining and operating the airbase. 

The 60 men of the rear echelon from Treasury joined the 

battalion. 

The battalion was split into two detachments. Both detachments 

left Emirau on this date. 

Detachment B arrived at Ulithi Atoll. The detachment worked on 

five several islands of the atoll. Its two primary assignment were 

the construction of a Fleet Recreation Center and an SCLU which 

included utilities, housing and warehouses. 


1 



, . 
,;~ 

88th~AVAL CONSTRtib~ON BATrAuO'; . 
seotion "Bft 


Fleet Post Oftioe 

San Franois'oo, Ca1it. 


. 
5~·~ 

To fadlltGM 
" 

.. /~dY. 8aJldllDCJ 
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2 April 1'145, ~ 1.""_'" 
Offioer-in-Oharge :\. .; 'i~7~~'~;;'~~'~From: 


To : The Chief of N Personnel ':"""",. ~o: . ~ 

. ' 	 -:<'~. lrtIn S. US!-~

Subj: ItinerEI! 88th.. aval construotion'··Bs.~all~:..g~Y.!§1........
,­ . ­'-........­Ref : (a) Pers 21 -CEO/rc, dated 20 Maroh 1945 

1. In aocor ce with Reference (a) the following
intormation is submitted: 

8 February 1943 	 88th Naval Const. Batt.~s formed at 
Camp Endioott, Davisville, R. I., approx.
1060 men. . 

22 April 1943 Battalion lett Oamp Endioott. 
27 April 1943 Arrived Camp Parks j Shoemaker, Calif.,approx. 1060 men. --_ ...,..- '" ...... . 
2~ 'MRY 1943 Left Camp Parks for Port Hueneme 
30 1181' 1943 Arrived Port" Hueneme. ' ­

-- 3 July 1943 Departe4 from Port Hueneme, approx. 1030 men. 
19 July 1943 Arrived Mt. Dore, New Oaledonia. . 
13 November 1943 Oompanies A, 0, and one-halt ot Headquarters

left New Oaledonia, approx. 515 men. 
16 November 1943 Oompanies A, 0, and one-halt of Headquarters

arrived Doma Oove, Guadaloanal. 
24 Deoember 1943 Co. B, 0, and one-half ot Headquarters lett 

New Caledonia, approx. 515 men. 
28 Deoember 1943 	 Co. B, D, and one-half ot Headquarters

arrived Doma Cove, Guadaloanal. 
January 1944 	 Left Guadaloanal in three eohelons, 

3 January, 13 January, and lS January.
Approximately 340 men in eaQh eohelon. 
Arrived Treasury Island, 5 January,
15 January, and 20 January.

27 Maroh 1944 Departed Treasury Island, approx. 940 men. 
30 :March 1944 Arrived Emirau Island. 

2 May 1944 Rear Eohelon, approximately 60 men, departed
Treasury Island. . 

5 May- 1944 Rear Echelon, approx. 60 men, arrived Emirau. 
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',. OotOber 1944 ,,--:,' "Le:rt~:i:1ifiu~ Battall'oD d1vided 1n two 
." !. ,,', : ' seotions, Detaobment A oom.prised of 

,Oompanies 0, D, and one-halt ot Headquarters, 
approx. SSO men. Detaobment B, oomprised 

I, ot Oompanies At B. and one-halt of Headquarters... ' 

, ~. approx. 4S'S' men. 
9 Ootober 1944 <>::..;: . '" Detaohment B arrived Ulithi. 
29 Ootober 1944· , . ,>' Detachment A arrived Leyte, P. I. 
1 Nov~mber 1944 ",;~,~,J ,~: Detaohment A made oamp 2 miles west of Basey, 

,,>.:' ;;i "t Samar, P. I." ' 
.) ~' 9 November .1944 ',::o'Detaohment Amcrt'ed to Jlnamoc Island, P. I. .' 

. ~ " 
, 7 February :194',,<;~,,~:;~Detaohment B. 486 men, lett Mog Mog, U1ithi • 

,i;, 10 lrebruary 1945'~~~1'Detaohm.ent B arrived Bobon, Samar, P. I • ' 
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