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DATE ICERS MEN AUTHORI?Y
1 Jul'd4 30 985 ENP625
1 Augtis 30 989 R & BNP625-
1 Sep'44 27 990 R & BNP625
1 Octtad 37 1055 - BNP62E & MoR
1 Nov'44 27 1060 R & MoR
1 Dec'44 31, 1063 ° MoR
1 Jan'45 30 V% 1061 MoR
1 Mar'45 30 1078 MoR
1 Apr'45 33 1076 MoR
1 May'4b 1068 . BHP626
1 Jun'4S ' o) - 10856 BNPE2S & R
1 Jul'4b 29 963 BYP625 & B )
1 Aug'4b 29 904 BNP625 & R
1l Septt4b ‘ 900 BNPE625
1 Qct?4b 24 767 BENP625 & R
1 Nov'45 21 378 BNP635 & R
87th Constructlon Battalion {INACTIVATED)
g7th C,B.
NCTC - Magruder, Davisville -
ABD - Davisville, Hueneme
Ready Date - '
} Left ABD -~ 29 Aug'43
location - Agsern-id Treasury Noumes onngu
106

6~ 5-43
9- 1-43
A= B=4d

2= 5-43

3~ 8-44 -

4-20-44

5-24-44
6- 2-44

6-30~-44
7-31-44

A—

87th is to go to AHED Daviasville 9 Jun'43.

87th left ABD 29 Aug'43 for destination - Acorn 12.

6 off. and 225 men temporarily detached to the 8th New Zealand Brig. (Conf. 1ltr.
from 04nC 87th CB to Lt. Turnbull dtd 17 Oct'43 - file CB87/P16-4/(EE:jk) over
00/TMurnbull, C.E., 242694)

1 Nov'43 report of 87th CB - Arrived Banika, Russell Is. 20 Sep!43.

1 Feb'd4 report of 87th CB - ogerati% at_Stirling Is., Treasury Group.

1 Mar'44 report of 87th CB - operat at Treasury.

1 Apr'44 report of 87th CB - operating at Treasury. ZEstimated completion date is
1 Mayid4.

L Dec'43 and 1 Jan'44 report of 87th CB - Left Russdlls 26 Nov'43 and arrived
Trea:mrx 28 Nov'43, Co. A left Batt 18 Sep'43 for the Treasury sssault.

1 May'44 report of 87th CB - operating at Treasury. BEstimated completion date is
15 May.

1 Jun'44 report of 87th CB - operating at Treasury.
1l Jul'44 report of 87th CB - Completed assignment at Treasury 1 Jul'44 and went

into staging astatus.
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8-25-44 - 87th CB located at Treasury - Following info from Dats of SoPac as of 7/1/44:
Arrived Noumea Sep'43
# - Russells-  Sep'43d . .
. Tressury Nov'43.
Steging at Cub 12 Julld4d
9~ 8-44 ~ 1 Augl4s report of 87th CB - operating at Treasury; entered a staging status
on 1 Jul: when the CEMUs took over maintenance,

10-13-44 - Sep'44 report of 87th CB -5 duri ._at Trea .

10-28-44 = 18th Reg. dissolved. The 82nd and 87th CB's attached to the 18th Reg. is to repori
to the 17th Reg. for duty(Comsopac Sec. disp. 230036 NCR 246 dtd 23 Oct'44 to
Comsernnsonec and CNB Houmea) .

11-16-44 - ) Oct'44 report of 87th 0B -~ Batt departed from Stirling Is. in tha Treasury Group
on 5 Sep'44 and arrived at New Caledonia on 10 Sop':.ullnload.tzd at tnt:id‘Or
was completed on 14 Sep. Batt has been nsgnod.'ro d% relocation
nrgdoc:pllaggweon Bomixl’ and ¥epoui in the northsrn p_aL: of the island, The rear
echelon of 50 men and 1 officer left'Stirling Is. arri P &t Monte 4{Or
along with the rear echelon of the S82nd 0B. Draft « 85 replacements froa the
40th OB wers rec'd during Sep. Report endorsed by 1l8th Reg.

1-21-44 - 1 Oct'44 report of 18th Reg. - 87th CB reported to the Regiment on 15 Sep'44.

2~ 2-44 - 1 Nov'44 report of 87th CB - operating at Noumea. Report endorsed by 17th Reg.

12-18-44 - 1 Nov'44 report of the 17th Reg. - On arrival of the 17th Reg. at Noumea, the
82nd apd 87th 0B's were detached from the 18th Reg. and attached to the 17th.

12-28-44 -- The 87th CB located at Noumea as of 1 Dec'44.(CNB Noumea Sec. disp to Comseronso-
pac Sec. disp 070540 dtd: X6:.Rec'44).

SN

Locztion - Ko%a Sg&an Okinawa - B2th G

1-3-45 - 1 Dec'44 report of 87th CB ~ located at Noumea. Report endorsed by 17th Regiment.

l-16-45 - The 17th Reciment ordered to detach the 87th CB when trensportation is available
and report to the IsCom Saipan for staging and further assignment to the 48rd Reg.
(Comseronsopac Sec Disp to 17th Reg. 060055 dtd 12 Jan'45)

~3Lled5 - TthS?th ()IB is to leave Noumea for Saipan,(Comservpac Sec. disp to CNO 212?11 atd
22 Jen'4b

e 7=45 - 1 Jan'46 report of the 87th CB - locatod at Noumea during Dec'44. Report endorsed
by 17th Regiment.

2=20-45 - The 87th CB is enrouts to Saipan,(Comseronsopac Sec. report dtd 4 Feb'45 for Jan'45)

4-6-45 - 1 Mar'4S report of 87th CB - First echddon:. of 344 men & 6 officers arrivd gm
37 Jan'45. Second echelon arrivd 17 Yeb'45. A rear echelon of 3 officrs & 25 men

scheduled to arrive within fow days of date of this report. Zeport endorsd by
Teg.

4-10-46 - 1 Apr'46 report of 87th C¥ - No information regarding location. Third and last

) echelon of 3 officers and 25 men arrived early in March, pente

3-12-45 - 1 Jun'4b report of the 87th CB -~ Batt moved from Sai to Okinawa in
echelons: 1lst echelon, consisting of 22 off. and 741 men, departed from Saipan on
20 Aprt4b and arrived Okinawa on 27 Apnr'45., 2nd echelon, consisting of 5 off. and
327 men, left Saipan 7 May'45 and arrived Okinawa 14 May'45, An average of 190
men have been engaged in ship unloading at Awashi, Nakagusuku Wan. A complete de-
tachment camp is maintained there. Report endorsed by 43rd Reg and 10th Brg.

?-11-45 - 1 Jul'45 report of the 87th CB. Located at Okinawa. Report routed via 43rd Reg and
10th Brig. 67 men departed for U.S. 40 men to be

. dixxhaxxud de d. on tion,
=3-45 - The 87th CB is assigned to the 10th Brg and 43rd Heg. effect) }0 Toiy 0" (Sgfption
AP0 321 sec report on assignment of CB units ser 8 niy
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Okinawn 87th C.B,
1 Aug'45 report of the 87th CB - located at Okinawa. Report via 43rd Reg and

10th Brg.

Inactivation of following CB units approved Comservpac dieps 291935, 290051 &
290007 &ll Aug:-4,6,7,17,20,66,74.78 & 87 CBs - Okinawa. (Cincpoa conf spdltr

ser 032559 dtd 4 Sept'45 to Comservpac).

1 sept'45 report of the 87th CBT™ PHcated et Okinawe. Report via 43rd Heg &

10th Brig.

Comservpac directs to inactivate the following CBs 4, 6, 7, 17, 20, 66, 74, 78 &
87. Inform Comservpac when inactivations are completed. (Comservpac conf spdltr
ser 05174 dtd 11 Sept'45 to Comit., NOB, Okinawa). ;
1 Oct’'45 report of 87th CB - located at Oki . Report via 17th Reg. & 8th Brig.
meg%ed under separate cover.

87th CB to be inactivated. ZEnlisted pers. to be transferred to 112th CB. (8th Brg.
conf ltr ser 0293 dtd 18 Oct'45 to 0inC, 87th CF),

1 Nov'45 report of 87th CB - located at Okinawa. Report via 17th Reg. & 8th Brig.
Comments re personnel classified as secret & forwarded under separate cover.

1 Nov'45 report of 8th Brig. states that the 87th CB was inactivefédn an 7 Nov'45.

S7th CB re?‘;rted inactivated since 20 Dec'45. (Comservpac , Pearl disp 022103
Jan to ersa).

INACTIVATED
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ON_BOARD |
- DATE OYFICERS MEN AUTHORITY
{ 1 Jul'44 20 985 BNP625
1 Aug'44 30 989 R & BNP625-
1 Sep'44 27 990 R & BNP625
1 Nov'44 ) 27 1060 R & MoR
- 1 Dec'd4 31 1053 MoR
é 1 Jan'45 30 1051 MoR
1 Mar'4s 30 1078 MoR
1 Apr'45 33 1076 MoR
| 1 May'45 1068 . BNP626
1 Jun'46 ‘ 0 - 1085 BNP625 & R
1 Jull4s _ 29 963 BYP625 & R
1 Augt4b 29 904 BNP625 & R
1 Sept'45H , 900 BRPERB
f . 1 Oct'45 24 767 ENP625 & R
1 Nov'45 21 37 BNP625 & R
87th Construction Battalion (INACTIVATED)
ST, T DECLASSIFIED
"L Cr AN Aa L OTL socation Nafepsnce Notes "
4/3/41/ - Mh . At .G Qua: 1743,
olo /5y Cuf 12 CoST (1 Comofs .
- . R
Q diay - Jsoo-alﬁ‘maa .
b7 - o . az
W Ep borarsa) oy yns@unt— G P 7T
N neneg /iﬁzf Tf/"‘ﬂ
¢A? - 078547 ' WIS/ 2% 0"‘£7f
d W %:‘é’a..w.? EY>Y o WM 4
sgo00 ¥
y i ey . ‘
Nowrmeo Mec @t ' G
Alp. 0295 40 Ve,
Js ,
/ /g@pm‘), P Tro o
y R ‘ “::;’-' ciap. 0 60055 Sacpun P y Aol
L R S ' Ferthir aupogumins’ 4075
| R iy :;Q e, RS .
, P B Y . 0 P E
/ - &&f/
5’ //Z‘ . /‘406‘/& g“t‘x&f@v‘/ﬂc

, o 039//5’32»\\04/' -
30 - ~ S e 17 e - el e


USN Seabee Museum
Declassified


Dol BrgaigaZio Al Tt N Yy~

C3o5002 \mad



LIDERTY,
an utl"iuq realit
wililamsburg station for Rlchmond and other points in warly Apeil,
1943, This tadwlous &0-hour week-and fibarty was lirst fime off for

discussad and drsamed of for past sis woshs, becomet
for these fulure 87th warriors entraining at tiny

thase boot ''grodustes”’ since they first enccuntered Peary's mud on
or about 20 February. The
recoqnized are: Ben Sseger, Nick Volpe, Dale Riggins, Jim Ferron
and “Barasy” Gresnwood.

27h bad not yet baen formed. Easily

BOOTS READY FOR ANYTHING AFTER PEARY MUD

Toward the end of Februsry, 1943, oclopuslite Comp Peary situ-
ated in the heart of Virginia's swamplands, was the sole remaining
boot camp {or all incomieg Seabees.

Te tho grean oxciviians who firir entared ~Swamp Peary.  the
induction area was s nightmars of knee.desp mud, confusing orders,
shouts and dhe incessant cry-=YOULL BE SORRY!Ul—from every
dungarea-clad would.be oid ‘imar, A hoctic day of processing wes
the unhappy lot of all fledgling Seabres. Everything was strictly “on
the double” from daybreak to "Taps”

Tho first item was the issuanco of goar—a sack full of clothes, bed-
ding and miscolloneous ilems, whick had fo be stonciled before leav-
ing Small Stores, A bhaircud-—right do the bose—was followed by o
gruesome 1D photo, A final physicel chock-up and the cutting of
the lost link with home—rramming civvies inte o cardboard bos ler
mailing.

The busingss of ailowances, allctments and government insuwraace
was than tokon care of with almost olarming dispatch, along with an
interview segarding quobificetions and esperience. This ronghly com
prised the first day in wervice,

The now official baots were moved intu s new srca where the mud
wey over deeper, Fach platoon of 25 men wes aunigned an instruc.
for—itheir guide and manior for the <x week boot perioad,

Twe platocns wery crowded into cach wood-and-tarpaper barracks,
whith was heated by two pot-boilied stoves. Those having bunks
rear fhe  tinves sweltered  from  the  almest unbearable heat: all
others froze. notwithstanding the pad-coals. watch caps and two sets
of hoawy woolias they were 2o bed.

The fiest itom of military fraining was close-order driil carrying
demmy rifles made of gas-pipe. Tho initial efforts in those ma.
peuvers were fargely comical, many learning for ths fird time the
differance between thuir left and right foot.

Extended-order  drills through the snowy woods of Virginia was
another gruciing teswt, After the first few mud.baths, the men learnsd
the trick of choosing a soft, dry cpot when the command—HIT THE
DECKHHlwas given,

Technical training courses and lectures on first.aid, hygicne and
wpacial weapons afflorded many » tired boot an opporiurity to cafch
up on sleco lost on guard duty or fire.wotch,

15

The men were siowly picking up new nautical espressions 1o be used
for years tc come: mates decks bulkheads, chow-down. gear. secure
the detsil, elc. Slowly, but surely, they were growing salty!

Sick 8ay did s land-clfice business handing out srm.paralyzing shote
of various descriptions. These only added to the slready perilously
low physical condition of the frequently fever.riddan mates. Evantu.
ally, long cows of barracks were quarantined when cases of scarlat
fover and smallpox began cmppin? up.

There was & duly day cvery toyrth day when men took over va.
riows camp details. lrrespoective of age or rating, they wers assigned
to such sundry tasks as KP. guard duly, head.cleaning, hauling coal
for the barracks slovas, or the most dreaded datail of allmswamp-
clearing "Captain’s Partyl”

It wasn't long bafore the boots began to sense the full impar.
tance of mail is their daily lives. LeHen were read hungrily for
nows of the cutade world, which only so recontly had been HOME,

Soon, the forthcoming 60-hour week-end libarty became the main
topic of conversation. When the "Great Doy finally artived and the
fed-up boots were privileqed to flee the stifling confines of Captain
Ware's university,” the mojosity tcok a special trein fo historical
Rizhmond,

Others roamed arcund beautifui Colenial Willlamsburg o excur.
sioned to nearby shrines like Jamestown or Yorktown, A few of the
more daring made fiying visits home, going as Tar north as New Yorl
and Connecticut,

Back at Peary. the “refreshed” mes awaited assighment. On 1]
April. the B7th Battalion was formed in B8 area, The sration paper,
BEELINES, arrounced the news

After three of the most tumuituous days in ary man's sxporience.
during which orders. bulleting and scottiebutt raced with equal con-
fusion through the haectic area, the men found themselves at the rail
way station of the brand-new spur.track leading out of camp. Station
Ferce band turned out in full strength to aive the first outhit to use
the spur a0 official send.off,

Orico aboard the rizlety day cosches, with still ne definite clue as
to their dostination. the men, at leati, know fhoy were no longer
“boots.” Thoy wera nrow the 87th U. S. Naval Construction Battalion.
and oe their wayl!
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A BATTALION 1S LAUNCHED of Camp Endlcott on M May
1943 w'vn Capl, Fred Rogers, commanding officer of NCTC, Davhs.
ville, presants $7th Seabees with their colors ot o full deewys o
view, Here, the ranking official and reviewing party {including

Tha axhaustad men rubbed their sleepy eyes os the crummy day
conchos pulled into Davisville, Rhode lsland, Tired and hungry from
their 18-hour trip from Virginia, the travelers showed only meager in-
terest in Camp Endicott. It was 17 April 1943,

The most noticaable changs from Camp Peary wers ths huge two-
story barracks. These warm buildings, plus the asphalt roads and gressy
plobs, made the camp seem lite & paradise compared fo mud-packed
“Swamp-Peary.”

Assigned barracks in FG ares, the mon were immediately turned
over for sdvanced military tralning. Long hikes over the rolling coun-
tryside, extended order, bayonst and weapons were topped off by
the commando course, reputadly the toughest anywhere.

Newly issued '03s were zerosd in at Sun Valley Range. Many re-
turned with tites of marksman, sharpshooter and expert. Others
sported putfed fips and bruised shoulders.

Tachnical training men took up sdvanced courses, Groups of 20-mm.
AA irainees shot hell out of the sleeves ot Newpori, returning with
tall tales of their exploits.

On 14 May, the batialion was reviewed and officislly commissioned
by Captain Fred F, Rogars, Commanding Officer of Camp Endicott,

Liberty avery fourth day and & 36-hcur pass every other week-end
fcund the men prowling far and wide, Nearby cilies like Esst Graen-
wich, Providence end Pawtucket attracted mou! sightseers.

Excollent stago presentstions such as "Junior Miss" and Ada Leon-
ard's Girl Revue and performars like Akim Tamiroff vied with a wide
choice of movies as entertainment,

Ship's Storas offered anything from beer to a fancy pair of ear-
rings. These large buildings also housed bowling alleys, pool and ping-
pong tables, canteens, gymnasiums and librarias.

THE BULLDOZER announced the first 87th death. John Hurley,
CMlc, died 22 May of scardet fever. THE PEEPSIGMT, first and only
87th newisheet, wat born, survived several issues and collapsed.

The ioog-awaited nine-day embarkation leave bagan 27 May and
found everyone east of the Mississippi scurrying for home, Everyone
welcomed the brief respite from Camp EndicoM's grating public ad-
dress system, The B7th nover had another one.

Wastarners took the long chance snd held their fire, hoping the
scuttlebutt concarning North Africa was wrong, It wes! All hands re-
torned from leave b June,

On 13 June, the battslion was marched through the crowded comp
streels to the waiting Pullmans,

No:r, Californis and ths Pocific wor didn't seem neady so far
away!?

I
Skippsr Robart Eastwrly—~third in fila) march bedwesn opened renks
as bolks are smartly opaned and closed. ANhough formed ot Camp
Poary, the BHN left Wf%'klil before this formal ceremony could be
arranged, YThis was snother important mbestons. :

CAMP ENDICOTT INTERLUDE . HIGHLIGHTED BY COMMISSIONING

THE MOMENT, Lt. Comdr. Robart Eestecly hands Albert Prinz the batiafion
colors, hove just bean passed o him by M. . She received
them from Capt. Rogers. The batalion slands at “Pressat, Armel" a5 his-

7
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CAMIFORNIA, HERE WE COMEL The crowded GREYHOUND bw
micked LO5 ANGELES Is loaded with Uith Sesbees primed for
“ihelr final Statuside fling prior to smbarking their 27-month
~tolr of the Pacific. Other than buying and packing for the voy-

JENEME IS SPRINGBOARD

¢ Colifornia greeted the rail-woary 87th a bit saberly as the
rains from the East slid into Camp Rousszau, Port Husneme,
1943, 1t was, in fact, ona os thoss days billed with what the
amber of commerce escuies as “heavy precipitationt” The
‘however, was incidental,
the man filed stiffly into their erce, they were maomaentarily
d by the presence of snuz quonset huts, which wars to house
en mon pach, thus affording comperativg privacy affer the
ing barracks of Peary and Endicolt,
trans-continental ride from Rhoda liland to California was man-
in smoath style, 1 sgemed more like a cross-country, sight-
: tour than » traop mowement as the three sections wandored
g’ fough 14 states. At S5t Louis and Kansas City, the men had seen the
some effect of raging flood waiers. The Rockies and the Great
St /Laks, the colorful deserts, huge cities and tiny hemists——all tha
wif, > sweeping panorams of America—had kept the men rubber-
batween ondloss card and crap games.
solldys tho cramping monclony, ihe men were periodicelly al-
{0 laave the trains and strafch thoir limbs. ot odd waler-stops,
ff due to close guarding by baftalion chiefc and SPs, the
wersy aften mistaken for German prisoners of werl
e c<iliss, magezines, books and newspapers were hoitted
‘by sympathatic townspeople, Many publications were inscribed
nomes ond addrostes of the donors and pen-pals were thereby

iarved in dining cars was cf excellent quality, but nowhere
pantity to which Seabees are accustomed, Despite the life
¢ ¥ha man were bored and eager fo raach Celifornia. Six days
are too much,

Colifornis summer climate preved o rovelation to most who
nd. & semi-tropical atmosphere. Nights were cool and overyone
nder blankets,

pid re-iniroduction to military taining was given by Marine
ors. The hard-bated clay of Ventura County proved unyielding
he men were on field problems, A new firing range provided
ty of targets for all weapans from pistols to mortars. AA men
wesled 1o Sen Disgo to fire st moving targats,

Yy ‘Huum
the

age, the main concern of all hands
pariod wat LIBERTY. Nothing else e he mee—
rﬁ'ﬂhﬂy guansiag the fetwra—tora ouf llywood and

iy,

FOR FINAL STATESIDE FLING

“The BatHe of Mugu™ found the attecking B7th shooting hell cut of
the imaginary ensmy—ond themselves, tooll—with blank ammuni.
tion. The pseudo-bsachhead ended in & hilarious fiasco, necessic
tating & repoat pscformonce a few days later,

A test invasion alart and blackout routed the men out of the werm
bunks at 0300 one motning to take up defensive positions in their
assigned sector, Next noon found some “defanderns” still sleeping
soundly in the fisldsl ,

When the battalion’s squipmant was drawn and set up in a moter
pool, & nucleus of transportation men was formod to maintain fhe
machines, ;

The palletizing datasil hammered for o month, crating the supplies

in warshouses for shipment overseas.
The iibarty-haounds were, at last, in their element, Los Angales and
Hollywood ware only a short ride by buc. Tha famous Hollywaod Can-
tean and night clubs and dance halls—dike the Paliadium, Florentine
Gardens and Earl Corrcll'sempronided just abour everything.

Santa Monics, Long Beach and Ocesan Park afforded gbaihing fa.
cilities and amusemant parks. Name bands fike Kay Kyser and Alving
Ray gave sparkling performances right cn the base, |

Moture lovers even journeysd to distant Sequoia Natiensl Park to
view Califorma’s famed giant redwood trees. Mitch-hiking was easy.
Thare were ample cars and gas in California despite stringent ration.
ing eliewhere!

The first increase in rotings were anncunced effective | July, Eigh-
teen new chiafs wera croated, Tho batislion wot “wedded” to ACORN
12 on 3 July, The “happy"” occassion was calobrated at o barn party
and toasted with beer, ;

Units were continually maving in and owt of Huenems whils the B7th
rostlassly morked time. Finally, on 21 August, the batslion was se-
cured, The man, at last, were shacked out of thair Slateside lethargy
whea it becems known that the 55, ROBIN WENTLEY and the 3.5.
COMET were af the dock and being loaded around the clock. [None
o’fL 3%]‘: naws made the Camp Rousseau nowspeper, SEABEE COVER-
ALL!

ATl hands knew the 10-week Califarnis lark was suddenly at en end.
Sacn, they wouid be leoving "Tho Lond of Make-Belive" for the real-
istic Pacitic world where no querier was asked and none was given.




“THAT FREEDOM SHALL NOT PERISH
Ing back of this 1tage of
South Pacific {ay just over
per cent {overseer "bonus”
mouth

"Fyes, heavy with sleep, and in many coses looking aqrotesquely
misplaced under shaved skulls, focuied with extreme difficulty on
timapitcss. which read in the ganeral vicinily of 0400,
Scatterod shouts went ripping through the area to the effect thal
Fsomeons should Kl the blankety-blank bugler, and most hesds were
baslily withdrawn into the dolicious warmih of well-tustled sacks. Came
Zdepmssing realization! The bugle was proclaiming the arrival of EM-
BARKATION DAY—28 August 19431
day enticipated with mingled dread ond escitement for the
sit months had finally matorislized. Then, the flurey of lost
packing, No matter how carefully & fellow's field-pock had
put togsther the night before, it still had to be repacked: other-
+he confusion would have been incompletel
l.warm beds had to be rolled and coaxed into duffelbags
spporently ware designed for carrying handeschisfs, and fhen
to various loading pomis in the camp arss where they wers

sme dock,

miedly-guiped breokfastsl The inovitebls and eternal hut-po-
‘Detachmeont of eight men who the night before had besn in-
n o regretfsble rumpus in the 87th ares. And through it all
the staff of ol military life~SCUTTLEBUTT]

. loaded beyond human belief, the mer wore formed by com-
5 fo swait the batialions own well.rehoarsod band, which es-
cothed them by unirs to the dock—"The Last Miic™!!!

day had bagun gray and somber. but bafore erriving dockside
“hands wore complotely miterable bensath the sworching Calic
rmis sun. The mates were truly dragging bottom,

the dock, mora confusion prosented iself in the form of &
ispatch, which ordered five baHalion officars dotached. I+ fook
fhan & bit of Sesbag ingenuity to have that crder rescinded.
id "Can Do” spirit really buized across the country to Washe
‘via telaphone before the order was finally cancelled.

h grosns——and before the amused, lucky fow who wers fo sail
following day on the 5. S, COMET—duffelbegs ware heaped upon

* Thers
ambarkation. F‘cqumtulr ’hn hbdous
borkron, The saded iwe

jeked up by Station Force frucks and hauled to the Pori

oyl was no further aw,
of Port Huememe’s Iurhof Loaded in pack-mu

8 AUGUST 1943—A DAY TO REMEMB

27

) tesh 5. 5.
I.EY at 360 hour for departere asars. Wall Mhaunnﬂd
twanly ware io alapre bafore these would ce-anter *
then the
fashion,

ER!

already overburdened backs to be corried up the WENTLEY's gang.
woy. Sympathy radiated from the ACORN 12 and Casual Draft per-
sonnel who stood by awaiting their fums to go sboard,

Camp Rousseau Sistion Force personnsl added their sadistic bit
to the situation by holding up the ling while thoy checkod sach men
off the muster. Thay apparenily wanted to make certain that no one
would be inadvertently——or otherwise—Iiaft behind fo possvb?y crowd
thom gut of their comiortsble Stateside billets.

The {famed “obstacle zourse” at Camp Endicott was mild com-
pared to the WENTLEY's gangway. Many required helping hands
before reaching the fop. Just how diminutive cfmps like Zane Reuvds'
baugh and Jog Beaver ever made it will remain o mystery for alf
timae, i

NOW HEAR THIS! NOW HEAR THIS!H was the preliminary gresf.
ing offored as weary bodies were urged across the unfamiliar decks
and down ladders intc the deprassing bowels of the sl'np GO BE-
LOW AND STAY BELOWIH

The rest of the time before wiling was spent in ﬂretchmg aching
musclas, trading for the bast bunts, unpaclzing bedrolk, acknowledging
the prosence of the pangs of hungry, cursing the fact that the ship’s
heads were not to be used in port, rehashing lost night's telephone
conversation with the little lady across the nation, and indulging in a
bit of secret speculation—Where 7—Why?—How ionq? i

Bewildorsd dogs ware fudtively released from ingenious hiding
placas—Archie ["Rod”] Reynalds’ "Devil” and her squirming family
of threa from » ventilated handbag—Jack Alexander's frisky fox fer-
rier, “Whistey,” made it aboard somehow—"Tippy.” wha had suc-
coeded "Shadow” sx official battalion mascot for foreign duty, was
loft behind to ssil next doy on the COMET. The first chasualty of the
embarkation occurred when one of “"Devil's™ puppies ﬁos! e hife in
the titantic struggle of being smuggled aboard ship, :

At approximately 1630, the word was excitedly pamd that the
gongway had finally been securad and some of the more venturs.

some matos snealed topside for a larewnll, nmfaigoc glimpse of ths
“Land of the Frea' bafors the great ship waz given to the ses.
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oumea, the lazy, colorful capital of Free French New Caledonis,
fhe first port of call for the war-bound 87th Saabees.
i space, more so than ever, was at a premium as the sea-weary
“veuggled for a botter view of bustling Noumea harbor with its
mifitary installations. The anchor was scarcaly taut before
Easterly and aldes were en route ashore i loarn the desting
outhit, 1t was |4 Saptember 1943
hile, there was nothing for the men to do sboard ship except
the monatonous patiern of the previcus 17 days of sea, The
hest from the semi-tropical sun immedistely becams a ma-
m. Al hands swolterad from a lsck of ces-breets and tha
inding reflactions of the sun from the iron dacks,
fiest day wes singularly ansventful, The monotony, however,
arily relisvad by the arrival of Noumes's port director,
mmn? the WENTLEY and her perspiring human carge fo
onis.
4 first shore party for Shangri-la Terrace, the Navy's famsd
beol Sea playground, was hurriedly formed the next day and shoved
mid record confusion,
uisied mail was token ashore and battalion mailmen event.
efurnad with the first letters received oversess, Jubiiant ons
t, the men were equally crestiallen the nest when it wes
there wos no meil from home—anly a fow intar-island letters
| friands in the South Pacific.
%&pﬁ!\f the bataslion becams souvenir.conscious. Evervong want
for any kind of momento to mail home. An urgent call swept
ip for thote with 2 speaimg imow'edge of Feanch, Sosa Chisf
;. Déroche and Rosaire ["Frenchy"} Tarrour were on route to
as-official souvenic "procurars.”
dsam retuenad looded with such items a3 French coins, post
Picture folders, sill handborchiefs, otc, The "cache” was rs-
hrough Ships Store, but damand so excesded supply that ad-
B #acicsions were prompily ordered.
ion's cargo ship, the COMET, carrying four officers,
od men and "Tippy," arrived, Meanwhile, all handi were
t $5.00 to t morals. 1t was o great sub.scars tfale the
gang related when thay faxied over for pay.

7

With the oﬂncm‘s and chiefs going ashors nriuaﬂy overy day, the
matas began to clamor for a visit to “The Enchanted City.” Eventu-
ally, inspection parties were arranged that fook sizeable groups into
Noumes and out among the various Sesbes baﬁalnons encemped
near the city.

Others saw the sights as members of the touring 870h military band,
which played three well-received angagements. The Malaria Contro
group got ashore by attending s specislty school, Finally, in shear
desperation, all hands who had otharwise missed, began sesking o
berth on Ensign R. J. Scucﬁmqs daily garbage-dispossl detail which
pamd through the fsbulous city twice sach day. Never befors or
since had this odorous job been held in such astoam|

Those who got intoc Noumea found an amazing melting pot of off
nationalities, dirty and almost unbefiavably crowded with the service-
men of all Allied nations, native Kanahs, immigrant Javanese and
assoried Orientals. Qne irip, os & rule, wes sufficisnt!

Soon, unre’iaved monoiony sat in aboard ship as Shangri-ls Terrace
becamo loss appesling and the inspaction trips were parmananily
cancelled dus to one man's quosh’oneblc conduct in town, The bored
restless men fished and watched passing ships from the rail by doy
and gazed in starry-eyed disbalief ot Ncumeac bnﬁnanﬂy lighted sky.
line ?ar into the night. This ali-out illuminstion wes in stark contrast
to West Coast requistions, Not even passing battewsgons or car.
tiers jampacked with warplanes stirrsd the man {o! any noticeabie
extort, The harbor wes literslly o mazes of all types of warships, all
awailing convoy orders for the caging Solomons.

Suddenly, without warning, sverything ssemed to happen. Comdrs,
Easterly and Darcon, the unit skippars. ls{t Noumes by plane for the
initiel desfination. The ditch-digger, "Old Feithful,” wes hoisted
aboard and the otherwise md:f? rent mon corm:ﬂv anvisioned alit
tranches and forholes just ahead. AW hands were orderad to com-
mence taking the repulsive, yellow atebrine tablats after their mesls.
And when the Moalaris Control boys bagen iot:h.mnq in wach hold.
overyone kngw it was fo be the Solomons!

On the twelfth dey in herbor, 26 September, ;ud a5 many wers
beginning to suspect the outfit mqu spend most of the wer i New
Caledonis, the sachor was weighed, the great engines quickensd their
tempo and the 55, ROBIN WENTLEY oined up  with & convoy
bristling with armed might end hesded for trouble.
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As the setting sun slid behind the ded 1 tains of Pavuvy,
tha men abosrd the WENTLEY were confident there would be no
beachhead on Baniks that night. To their chagrin, however, o flest
v of LCMs chugged alongside and sll hands were ordered to clamber

aboard—gear and all. The loadsd WENTLEY apparently offered too
good a target for roving Jap bombers.

Athoro, at last, the men felt their way gingarly along the pitch-
black road. A heavy scent of Jush tropical vegetation surround
them, They were finally in the heart of the fabled Solomonsi
~ Tha long line of burdened men wore lad off the main road inte
‘s huge coconut plentation. This was the bivousc area. Coconuis
strown ovor the geasiy plot provided supper that night and dysentery
in tha morning. Wild cows wanderad through tha area all night.
- parakests scrasched and toads hopped from body to bedy, Con.
-- sequently, no one slept.

The first morning ashore festured K rations for breakfast, This was
¢ the beginsing of & long series of rations—~some hot, some cold-—ali
" squally unpalstable.

Unloading of the WENTLEY began immedistely and continued
around the clock, As the lone dock was pied, the transport re-
mpined in mid-siroam and was leboriously unloaded with pontoon
_barges, The first night ashore hsd emphasized the previcusly unsuspec-
ted virlues of life oboard ship and all who could slept and ate thers.

he COMET srrived on schedule with the bulk of the squipment
and the remainder of the mon. Fortunately, she was able to tie up of
the pier whete the rolling stock wes unloadsd, serviced and put fo
work. immediately.
it days after landing, the main camp ares was completed. The
wos noar the ond of the bomber strip and overlooked pictur.
i - Renard Sound. The set-up was strictly a temporary one—
stollations as mokeshift as practical. Sand provided a deck for the
swball; the men's tents were vt on bare grasm.

s month tropical downpours provided the onrly bathing facili-

o5, The climate was most opprossive—hot, damp and still. Al
Bdsds suffered from heat-rash. Flies infosted the comp by day;
Wm took over ot night, The mosquito bar become svéry man's

“Tha Qih:l;ing machine picked up at New Caledonis speedily dug fox-

roblem confronting the Hed
ling l’ﬂ:f d:rhx s early daging perlod on lulhngn “the n: gal

sty man gesr cleam, Lack of m steriitzation
chused many unsstassary cisrs of dysentery, To his conditien,

BATTALION STAGES AT BANIKA FOR INUASION

blackunilis aad welders dis fypical ingenuify ia converting 5.

lon drums into hot niumng tabs, Later batalion m"am
had bullhin sculleries., Above, mas stend in the long Hex Ju watk
Qeir for naxt meal. :

holes all over the new comp sres, Although alerts were frequant and
long, sction was so light that the men scon disregarded the siren en-
tiraly and acquired !?-e highly-dangerous habit of seeping through
everything,

The battalion set to work building a badiy-needed highway sround
Renard Sound, thersby gqaining firsi-hend knowledge of the twa main
{satures of Pacific construction—mud and coral, .

Then, 18 October brought news that aroused tl\? entire camp.
Compeny A and the engineering unit of Headguarters Compeny hed
been suddenly alerted, issued Marine combat gear and wers being

back to Guadaicanal. The camp was agog with rumors and
speculation for weeks. :

The task of whipping the remeining bulk of the baHalion into
shape continued unabated. To malke for & more flexible working wnit
in forward aress, the old company system was junked and the
bottalion was rearganized into divisions according to! job specialiies.

Soon the man began searching the island for amusement. The 35th
Sesbeos oporsted a movie: the Marines would trada snything for
coveralls; the natives wanted only United Statas cath for their cheap
grass-skirts and brinkets. The nearby airstrip from which MAG 21
was sanding its Venturs bombers to soften up Vells LaVells, Munda
ond Bougeinvilis for invasion was & constant scurge of diversion.

The newsworthy invasion report from Lieut, C. E. Tusbull, QinC
of Company A, to Comdr. Easterly had a shbering effsct, yet
gave the men a new fealing of pride in their outfit, Tassone had
buriad a pillbox and a domn Jeps, Osimen was missing in action.
Bodine had been saverely wounded, food was scarce snd wearing
apparsl woas badly needed. The 87th, at least, in part, was finally
in the thick of tha fight, :

When word ceme to secura, the men were ready. Theee LSTs
wore quickly loaded to capacity. A Thanksgiving dinner of turkey
provided & most walcome respita from tha tastaless: vations,

A rear echeloa of 50 man and four officars—slated to shove off
along with the ACORN 12 days later—was dockside 1o sea the
bulk of tha 8Tth depart. )

At sunset, on 26 November, the heavy LST ramps went up, the
"box-cars’” backed' slowly out into the stream snd the convoy headed
north from QUCH [operation code name for Baniks) into the gath.
oring darkness,
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ACK.!" Company A bivousc ares was st up 2
whs from_the di Lulm Weary mat o
b Tatter they, had hacked oi underbrush snd vines fo
-clesr space for livisg quarfors, Most palred off In two-men pup-

gloctrifying news raced through the 87th's slaging c¢amp on
s It was 18 October i94). Company A and & part of Head.
irisrs Company were being detachod from the beattelion and
tovad: back 4o the Conal,

. détached unit consisted of 224 men and six officers with Lieut.
res E, Turnbuil a5 OinC, Arriving af Guadalcanal, they joined sev-
ult companias of the 8th Noew Zealand Brigada.

26 October, the combined forces deparfed from Guadalcanal
MNortharn Solomons. The objective was to neutralize the Treas-
ids group, 30 miles below Bougainville,

Hng force embarked in o floet of eleven warships, They
‘Blanche Herbor betwesn Stiding and Mono before dawn
r. The lirst indication many hod of this being the real
murderous barrage fram 1he cruisers and destroyers of
- they blasied the Falamai beachhead vicinity,
bombardment prsceded the landing creft. The war-
tons of stesl into tain-gu pl ts
traft headed shoreward. The rstorting flashes ashore
one by one. Soon aaly Jap morters and machine-
o sproy the baach,

- 83 the small boats hit the invasion ssctor, New Zealend
ardias dispersed info tha jungle. Pillboxes wars guickly an-
yohets Rashed. Cries and screams infermingled with hand-
. Enemy machine.gun chatfer soan caased altogether.
Jap's specialty—his deadly mortar—made more and
i iiles patternod the beach with uncanny precision.
-Jenland squeds disappesred into the jungle. The remain-
tain-guns were finaily put out of action by the incessant
rom offshore ships, The Japs woro soon forced to retrsat,
mortar fire, however, continved Yo be deadly accurate, Ong

874k suffored s first casualty, HMerbart Badine, one of the
armorers, was sericusly wounded and burned by a nearby
Hapital corpsmen removed him, still unconscious, fo an
LSY ready to return to the Canal,

Jap mortar shall siruck the food suppliss being stacked
A mors mploded on the deck of another LST, The
L5T: could not depress tholr guns snough to bear on pill-

direclly on a pile of ammunition just unlosded. It was

57

fends, but some
and ponc
shut out
pany A fived

H BLOODED IN TREASURV ISLANDS INUASION

constiucted lean-tos {left Tash MM: veg
hos nﬂcﬂlm , damp r.lclhhq) b:nd hbv%dm m"mo
ymlla made this most depreniing, chesrless camp.  Com.
ere over & month, .

boxes ashore, so New Zealand sssault troops atfacked whenever &
hidden gun opened fire, The fury of the pitched batile moved deeper
into the jungle. I was st this point that Aurelio Tassone, 871h bull
dozer operator, very offectively silenced an annoying pillbox that was
hamporing unlosding operations. '

Meanwhile, squipment continued pouring out of the LSTs. Rolling
stock began carrying supplies off the unprotected beach srea, Evary-
one seamed to be carrying something ashore or movitg something
furthar up the narrow strip of sand. }

One 'dozer began knocking & road out of the thitk undergrowth.
Others startod cloaring space for perkin? aquipment, A pit was
gasthed in the sofid coral for a direction finder, Thi{ trench was 90
feet long, 9 feet deep and {4 feet wide. For some tmknown reasen,
the gears on the 'dozers operated by Sem Rajals and Dewey Whita
refused to funclion. With only hand tools and o world of guts,
Leonard Friedman rode unprotected on the hoods and kept the big
machines on the job, :

A LCM was sent around Mono with a bulldozer aboard. This car
ried Ensign John R. Bovyer and crew. Hiz special deteil had been
aboard the iast ship in the attacking force. They had left con-
voy at dews and struck on the opposite side of More. Their asign-
ment was to set up vitsl radar aquipment atop s high precipice at
Soanatalu, Joo Canada and Grady Thompson pedormed a masterful
job on thoir ‘dorers as they cwt a road ihrough solid jungle on o
sharp 45.degroe slope. ‘ o

Edwin (“Swede”} Ostman was raported missing in action the aight

of 29 October and wa: never found. Clair Charles iend Ogdell Bob
H;ym. Jr. ware both slightly wounded by duapnel'ﬁ;oa Jap gre-
nadss. ;
By sunsat of the initial day, Mono and Stirling were dafinitely in
Allied hands, Remnants of the Jap garison scattered in the jungle
were being huntad down by New Zealand patrols. Ensmy air activity
confinued throughout the night, but it was nof too affactive. |

The tired mates dug hasiy slit irenches, sef up pup-tents, placed
a guard at every forhole and sitempied to catch a bit of sleep, Ten
days later organized resistance was declored al an and, The Treas-
uries had boen wrosted from the onemy, but Tokyo still sasmed in
another world.




JUNGLE VIELDS
STIRLING FIELD

;As the 87th Seabees and New Zealand assault troops hit
fte Treasury Islands beach that memorable 27 October,
the prospects for an airfield on Mono or Stirling Islands
gemed quite remote.

The battalion's engineer reconnaissance group, attached
o Company A, was not scheduled to arrive for another 10
lays, ot which time possible sites for a fighter strip were to
invastigated. Apparenfly. Treasury was an alternate site
for-a field planned in the Treasury-Bougainville operation.

Soon after the initial landings, however, it becams increas-
evident that tiny Stirling had good possibilities as an
e such as flat terrain, workable corsl, excellent water

and good landing beaches.

Therefors, the reconnaissance crew was ordered forward
sad of schedule, arriving from Guadalcanal the morning
I November (D- day on Bougainville}, and on 5 Novem-
this group submitted a favorable report on the loca-
‘tion of a proposed fighter strip.

~A few days later, orders were received to make addi-
tional surveys and report location and size of a bomber
field that could be built on Stirling, On the basis of this
raport, Bougainville bomber strip "W was moved fo Stirl-
ing,

‘At 0800, 29 November, the first bulldozer was put to
work clearing for the runway, and by nightfall the follow-
iig day, a heavily-timbered area—300 by 2,000 feet—had
cleared. Most of the heavy clearing was done by
rs. Hand-clearing and logging crews cut out much of
small growth, trimmed and sawed the larger trees,
suled them to the nearby sawmill,

fler the clearing came the stripping. Over the coral
formation that was the island, there was a blanket of about
+foot of dark, humus soil, composed largsly of vegetable
miater in various stages of decay. Since this material was
jry unstable when wet, it had to be completely removed
nd. wasted before the grading of the underlying coral
<ould commence,

ot much of the coral required blasting, Most of it was
ft enough to be broken up by rooters and the bulk of
could be moved by the pans without rooting. The cuts
fills were relatively light, Therefore, the rough-grading
stages of the work proceeded rapidly.

s the graders and rollers brought the surface to smooth
~ﬁmsﬁ‘ salt water was applied by sprinklers, causing the
ace to set up like concrete.

y tactical plan called for s usable 4,000-foot strip by
nuary 1944. |t wes made ready the preceding Christ-
Jay, A 6.000-foot bomber shiip had to be ready for
on by | February. It was in use 2 January,

woys, hardstands, warm.up aprons, repair areas, op-
 towar, camps for aviation personnel and other
ities assigned to the B7th were all completed well
the time allotted,

ar more urgent facilities had been provided, the
“strip was extanded to a length of 7.000 fest. The
bad been licked. The Jap was next!
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LIFE AT CAMP OSTMAR

" Yo an isolated faw, "Island X" was "Home, Sweel Home.* To all
others, howaver, it was the 87th's "Devil's Island.” To one and all,
“The Rock” represented an |{-month interlude spent liks degraded
castaways on 8 113 coral landspeck in the lonsly Pacific, Why Stirl-
ing’s operaticnal code name was GOODTIME was never learned,

From tha it days of the mud-drenched bivouac in October and
Movembar, 1943 until the day of departure in Septembor, 1944, tha
mon lived in the cradest and most primifive manner imaginable.
Propriaty and cusioms were soon ail but discarded.

Sleep was virtually impossible in the bivousc ares. It was, in fact,
a hellish nightmare of jagged coral, swarms of persistent insects and

hordes of such monsters &5 giant iguaras, scorpions, land-crabs, centi-
" pedes end the desdly coral snake,

‘. Pup-tents ware small protection against the incassant rains, Through-
out. the long, restless nights, the cerie wailing of air-raid sirens and
the deep barking of AA guns wars intersparsad with weird jungle
noises.  Adtacks of dysantary added to the general mitery, It was in-
varlably a hollow-eyad, water-soaked crew reporting for sarly duty.
Once the top-priorily air strip was begun, each division com.
ncod clearing its own ares in the main camp. Armad with axes
and machetes, crows first hacked out clearings for tants, Then, ‘dozers
Closred narrow roads baiwapn rows of fenis and tho camp began to
pe up,

Sail d in “dozing d the foundatinn of the towering
ress by further exposing the already shallow roots, During ihe worst
ndstorms, the wary men wsuslly evacuated thoir tents in favor of
tledred areas like the rifle range, Inovitably, teats were destroyed by
crashing jungle monarchs until eventuslly this menace superseded the
Jap threal,

 As the vast island.development program sxpanded, chigger bitas
taused the most lost man-hours.  Other prevalent afilictions wers
jmgle rot, fungus, ulcars and heat rash, Lacorations becsme infected
.ovarnight, The men guiped daily doses of atabrine, salt tablels and
vitamin pills o stay on their feot.

Throughout those early, trying months, money, 85 such, had ab.
solutely no value. Cigarettes, candy and loilet articles wore free. The
Solomons medium of axchange was bacter, but there was little to
bargain for.

The 87th quickly cultivated neighboring Mew Zsslendaers, The con-

waoak,

3

misgiviag ot the depth of wch uncharted “laker" mniurally

varnd with the t of rainfall, However, “T" Divion wat “on

!'2:{ ball" and tept ‘em roliing day end night. 1 was Man v
ure, :

WAS STERILE EXISTENCE

nection was wsually guod for tes or beer. Mowever, the Kiwis gen-

erally contrived to get back mare than they gave.

Farly island chow consisted largely of warmed.aver field rations,
When fresh meat made its infrequent appearance on holidoys like
Christimas and New Yeer's, the mates were unable to do it justice,

Procuring food from wisifing merchant ships became the maost
highly developed of many cubthroat arks in the forward area. it was
avary oulfit for ilself with no holds barred!

Liquor could be had 2t $35 to $50 a fifth. Crude siills, hid-
den onder trunks of trees, produced potent “Juagle Juice” from
handy items fike raisins. fruit bars, cacned cora or apricots. Only after
many had become viclently il did lland Command clamp down.

Most men experisnced their firs! rasl earthquske on 24 December
1943, Maeny in breakfast chow-line were hurded o the ground. Lesser
quakes and tremors occurred periodically. Other than air-mailed clip-
pings, the men depended upon THE MITCHELL and THE DAILY
MAIL {fwo-page mimeogeraphed newsheosts] for current news,

Scuttigbult became rife that once the Strip was completed the
boltalion would get a 30-day leave in Maw Zsaland. The sbortive
Kavieng push collspsed, but it wes in tha making just long enough
1o blast the visit "Down Under.” )

Stirling was strictly & womonless wodd, Except for an occasional
flight nerse, the only white women the mon saw were those with
Bob Hope and Jack Benny, ;

The mates resorfed fo almost every postime to speed the dragging
days. Hunting cetsyes solvad the problam for: many. venir-

 making turned the irick for some, Others rasoried fo fishing trips in
the MISSEABEE, swimming at Falamai or hikes fo the native villages.

The planned recreotion program included basketboll, volleyball, soft-

ball, boxing, wrestling, horseshos pitching and. finally, ping pongl Five

batislion officars wera lucky in a restrictad lotiery and flaw to Aus.
tralis for a lesve, They reicined the cutfit st New Cel.
was iri dously impraved when the batislion was awarded
its fint batte star for the Treasury-Bougainville operation,

But off wasn't work and boredom on Stiding, Twice the bug-eyed
men watched a mighty task force shelling nearby Shoriland lslands.
Black alerts were nof infraquant, '

When the jungle-batterad outlit left Stirfing in September, 1944,
the men had absarbed theic fill of the tropics. The next destinstion—
no meatter where——would certainly be an improvement!

i ¥
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TAKE FIVE, BOYSI Whars thers was a lough jobr shaad, Hhera war always

a wasonsd Seabes outfit fo do 1. And

whergver Seabess wenl,
Hins of equiptment and malterlals had fo accom

The snnouncament sach man had been dreading for the past four
months came with dramatic suddenness. 1t was early Janusry, §945.
The battalion was in the midst of exfended-order drill in the scrub-
woods ot the bose of Monts D'Or when orders to securs all military
training and return to camp were received.

All bands immediatoly assumed the fatal day was close at hand. In.
stead of returning to the Statss at the end of 18 monthe, the bab
talion’s mythical luck had spparently run out. Now, it locked like back
to the forward areas again.

In camp, bulletin boards already blszed with orders concerning the
12 January departure of tha first eckslon, The old, familiar tension
again gripped the camp. Now thel the matier had finally been ds-
sided, the men woited with impatience to gat on with the inevitable,

In amazingly short order, tha initial group of 344 man and six of-
ficars were Joaded cnto lang treilers, driven to the Noumea docks and
put aboord the elready jampacked 5. S. PRINCE GEORGE. Their
itinorary included Tulagi, whore all remsining spece was jampacked
with dynamite; Eniwotok, where, as onticipated, time was lost; and
finally Saipan on 27 January.

Meanwhile, the remaindar of the baltalion was busy ioeding the
U. 5. S, ROTANIN [AK-108) with pontoon barges. Eventually, sven
the ship slated to transport the rear echalon showed up and com.
menced taking on cargo.

On 31 Joruary, when the 87th Sasbees had ticked off dlightly over
17 months of foreign service, including & solid year in the torrid Solo-
mons, the second echelon of 717 men and 22 officers climbed aboard
the ROTANIN vie tho wildly-swinging cargo nets and seiled,

Life sboard the ROTANIN was typical of all crowded Nesvy troop-
ships. Shade, o5 always, wes st & premium on the scorching slee!
dacks. When the ponsive man waren't daing the usual things, they
could be found focling around with the battalion dogs in their pen
or simply gating off intn mosningless space slong the rail,

Chow wss ealen while standing in the steaming holds next fo
thy ship's engines and each mea! was an ordeal, Divine Sarvices wors
held both Sundsys, Fresh watar was soon rationed and the mood of the
enfire unit swerved sharply downward 8s quards were posted at
oach spigot,

The fourth day st sea and 1.000 miles out of New Cal. found the

boas
the "kngw-how'" boys,
The Jagn ars allsged to have feared thls hard- '!?nf combinetion almost

~ ORDERED FORWARD AGAIN AFTER 17 MONTHS OVERSERS

Y

a much as they draaded the Mariner. Hare, W7tk stevadores; take adven-
tage of a “breather” as R”O.‘ weve off still ancither baegedoad of palists
and plps headed for the ANIN.

man once mors gszing st Guadalcanal, hardly racognizable aow with
its nest rows of quonsats and huge docks, The war had unmistatably
moved swsy from the Canal since 1942.°43,

The next morning found the ROTANIN on the bigh seas again, this
timg with a imy Awusiralian corvette as ibs lone escort. The ship
headod due north across the Equatar, obviously toward the Marshall:—
1,420 miles from the Canal, It was the BHh's second crossing of "The
Lina.” '

A sub slarm st sunset csused everyone to don fife-jackets while the
lumbering ship lurched at crazy angles. After s few eaxious moments,
the corvette signalled reassuring news—s schoo! of porpoises had ex-
cited the radar! Howaver, the stubby escort was faking no chances.
The transport was then quite near Truk and the Caroline lslands—still
Jap-heldi .

The corvetts was evantually relisvad by a small American gua-
boat, which took over the watchdeg duties for the remaining few days
to Eniwetok.

The first indication of land came in the form of hundrads of short
chimneys jutting out of the horizon and somewhat resembling a fac-
tory town. Slowly, the braath-taking scene unrolled and the men gaped
at the unprecedented sight.

Hare, encloted within & barren, horseshoe-shaped skrip of land were
hundreds end hundreds of ships of all types—hattlewdgons, flat-tops.
cruisers, destroyers, LSTs and poantoon barges—all crowding ong an-
other in the huge, fand-locked harbor right there in the middle of
nowhere! This was Eniwetok in February, 1945, the firsb—and thank
Godl—ths only uland of the Marshalls visited by the '87th.

While waiting for the noxt convoy, the man wers taken on a shore
parly for a relreshing swim, o few bottlas of beverage and a first.
hand view of the batiiegroonds.

At sea, once more, now the flogship of a i4ship convoy, the RO-
TANIN covered the remaining fiva days end 1430 sdditions! miles
to tha Marisnas uneventfully. i

The men know ths long journoy was neering completion when they
began fo see flight asfter flight of huge 8295 passing in the dis-
tance. It war, however, with & genvine sigh of rolief that the men
grasted the rocky crags of Saipan sfier 17 fedious days of the sea.
Thadii.BSO-milu voyage from New Cal. to Ssipan had exhausted ol
hands,
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JOB YARIETY. A guasrd slands solitary waich as Joha Bell guides
mator grader over rough coral soad within sfaging camp parimater.
Dazzling coral surface gave off constant clouds of pawlv; dett
snd man and tents became costed with grimy skim of &t De-

spite sustalned adverse condticas, American vehbicles hkapt right

on \'le? aver roads once traveled by the Soas of Haaven, Masy
Jap soldiers {and sorme civilfans] had somehow managed to eluds
dragast and were lving fn Bills Ghn anfemsls,

SAIPAN WAS STAGING AREA FOR OKINAWA PUSH

in oarly 1945, Saipan was a [ront page punchling in the news of
the world, As 1he battalion’s advence echelon arrived there on 27
January, they wers alraady reading of the huge B-29 armadas taking
off fom the Marianas for the Jap homeland, Agein, the seasoned
B7th was moving into a front seat]

At the tocond ochelon rolled in an 16 February, they were treated
to the slirring sight of a huge convoy of 56 PA ships—Iisaded %o the
qunwhales with Marines—heading for the all-out assault against blacdy
fwo Jims,

The staging camp had bean pitchod in a clsared sugar cane Reld at
the base of a tall, jngged. sholl-pocked mountsin clift. Tents had
been thrown up hastily with no thought of psrmanence.

By fer the most porsistent gripe of the men was the sustained
scarcity of fiosh wator, Mates waited in long, tiresome lings for a
ration of ong-third of a bucket of tha pracious necessity thrse times
& day. Evestuslly, salb.water showers were installed in order to fur-
nish at least rudimentary bathing fecilities.

Due to the entromoly poor living cond#ions, morale was nol af s
bo:b, Food agsin toverted to the almost forgotian Gi rations. Beer.
although ususlly issued twico o week, was lukewarm and anything but
redrashing.

Howevsr, with the 2% March change of command, certain essentisl
changes begar to cccur, lce weter, for prample, wos sorved ot chow:
ized bece was sold in the nowly.erected beer garden: and icoe cream
~of 8l thingsl-—again appesred on the menu, “The Forqotten Bast-
telicn ' naturaily bensn 1o perk up!

Construction teok 4 brief respite on Saipan, A few carperter crows
threw together some large quonsets at the 39th Goners!l Hos-
pital and larer erected a few iong wooden structures for the natives
in Garapon,

The Aliad Miltary Governmani borrowed an 87th survay party fo
ay cut various houting projects in the native area, whils Chief Andy
Cempsetiallo rubbod clbows with Jap civilian draftsmea at Camp
Susupe, This, and the clesring of adiecent sreas for incoming Sea-
bees, comprised the baitelion's construchion program on HODE,

Reliable scuttiebutt had the 87th joining the huge, recenty-formed
Tenth Army. Wild rumoes foretold an sll.out push in the near future,
The naest boachhead would probably be Formoss, the Chine coast or
Japan properl Maanwhile, the battalion sweated through ancther se-
riss of lecturas and refresher courses covering all phases of military
scionce and tactics, .

The neighboring 24th Infantry Regiment permitted &7th officers and
men to accompany them on night patrols, Various “volunteers™ cut
lagitimote notches an thoir riflp-stocks after patrolling the Jap-in-
fosted hills with this veteran colored outfit, .

In spite of a constant vigil by & cordon of guards, the battalion
supply dump time and again displayed evidence of onemy thievery.
The guard was doubled and ordored io shoot eny moving object after
sundown, ;

One wild nighl, shortly before midnight, a lerrific barrage of rifle
fira awskened the slumboring cemp, Guns of ail descriptions joined
the fray from tho obviously excited O. O. D, and M. A. A, offices.

Word spresd thst Jeps were trapped and pinned down by at least
40 would-be heroes wiekding '03s. BARs and even fwo :machine-guns,
The entire camp was noturally kept on sdge oll night by the nearby
sustained, crackliing gunfire. ;

Firolly, dewn came and all hands hurried o fhe sepply dump te
gote upon the carnpge. However, to evaryone’s amszement, no bodies
lay strawn about the shell-packed sres, Nor had any of the alleged
Japs surrandered! In fact, there waren't any Japs around at all, Theee
ware only the crestfalten "Oestapo’” whose faces will: doublless al-
ways crimson whenever the incideat is mentioned.

Loter, almost the entire battalion witnessed o prime exompla of
Saipan’'s sovags warfare as waged in the Spring of 1945 The man
steod in noon chow-lina and watched a 24th Infantry patrol, high on s
tewnring, sholi-scarred lodge, mow down three cornsred Japs at
poink-blank range and then throw the bodies over the pracipice for
further dispasition,

After o few months of this, the battalion was mentslly geared for
the move against BIVE.




OUTOOOR CAFETERIA. Continvous mud and no chow hall didn't
defar work-Sungey men from anding Ia long lines for the dreaded

Corations.  Dshydrated was sendard chow for the fint v
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waeks el Comde. Cool got fud up with unrellaved ratices, too.
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All bands, includiag ofticers and chiehs, stood in chow finey
the mates until the second echeloa arived at Bolo oa I8
Thea, things quickly reverfed fo “puthars™ ¢
thaie old tricks,

~

A

i as the “p

OUERSEAS TOUR REACHES SMASHING CLIMAK AT omimum

The Olkinewa campaign was an apparenily endless series of rough
assigoments for the voteean B7th Seabees—s mad pace that began
on 27 April and didn't let up uniil the battalion waes finaliy inacth.
vated on 7 Movember. Tha wnit was involved in many important
construction projects south of Bolo Point,

Amang these wero two major opsrations—Yontan Alrfisld, the firgt
Amarican-built bomber sirip on Okinawa, and Bolo Airfield, the mam-
moth B-29 strip near Camp Bolo. The battslion olso helped build
Awnshe Airfield where the 356th Sesbeas required the wossistance of
150 operators and mechanics for 45 days.

Every concaivable typs of asrial werfare was witnessed by the 87th
ringsiders, The never-anding rose from the death thruggle around
Nsha and Shuri was sudibls day and night. Artillery concussion and
continvous flares over the flaming bettlafront frequently resulted in
lest sleap at Bolo,

Kamikaze planes, sometimes eluding the famed “'Picket Line™ around
Olinaws in broad daylight, constently tried for Allied shipping in
the nearby crowded harbor. Frequently, a withering curtein of fla
would box in the fanatical invaders and fascinated onlookers would
chaar Jushily as the “Mestballers” exploded in mid-air,

At night, searchlights held enamy planes in their radar-conirolled
beams until 90-mm, gunfire orased the “Bogios.” Flak dropped afl
nvar with a fearsome sound, Then, everyone hit the forxholes—but
naver for forgl The show wes too big, gruessme and fascinating fo bn
missed wndarground, Fortunately, the battalion's fabulous luck wunder
fire continued,

Genaral alaems wera cireuloted vidually every night after the Japs’
suicidol airborne invasion of Yontan Airfield in May. After thal nighi.
macs, mates slopt beside loaded pieces, ammunition, knives and
qasmasks. Lesy thae two mites from Yontan and Ksdens ond axpecting
the worse, Camp Bolo was ringed with machine-gun pillboxes and
the guard was doubiad.

Saon ofter General Buckner's shocking death, the isdand was so-
cured on 21 Juno—&2 days after Easter D-Day—~bot sremy raids con-
finued unti! the end. There had beon 281 Jap smaids up to thet

firng,

The Okinawa operstion gave the 87th ils second battle star. one
Lagion of Merit, two Bronze Stars and five Commenc}aﬁon Ribbon:
belore the Pacific tour esded. :

And then one naver-io-be-forgotien night—I0 Augushas the mates
sighed over & torrid cinemas love scane, all the island sesmed to ex.
plode info & scintillstion fireworks exhibition, The sky was miraculously
ablaze with madly whirling searchlights. Colored tracers|of all calibars
streaked wildly in gvery direction. Many made o scrambled rush for
fusholes. This could be nothing less than the alf-out air-bome in-
vasion so often promised by Redic Tokyo! i

Then, loudipeskers blared the astounding news; "THE JAPANESE
GOVERNMENT ARE READY TO ACCEPT ., " Liks an sil-engulfing
tidal wave, the stunned men surged oul of foxholes with hystericel
shouts: THE WAR {5 OVER! THE WAR IS OVER| Few hod expected
the end for another six months—if then! Surrender seemod incredible!
Lurching jn blind circles, the men were drunk with mad, delirious
joy. . ;

MNoxt day, the still excited men were astounded to lesrn that six
had been killed and 30 woundad during the pravious night's pre-
mature celebration-—aad that the war was still onl !

Then, on 2 September, the inevitable peace beceme bfficial sbosrd
the U. 5. 5. MISSOUR! in Tokyo harbor. Like & lump of sugae in
the cain, the B87th began slowly, bul surely, 1o dissolve, Men over
42 had been flown home in June, slong with the ex¢ess personnel.
Two small rotation ztoups arrived, reloesing 27 men, |

The 44.point discharge system became operative amid lovd squowks
from veterans long oversess who were receiving no credit for foreiga
mrv?c:}. Simultansously, rotation and the five per cent dual apparently
coased, ‘

In lote Seplember, the battelion maved from Bolo Point to Boten-
Ko. On 9 October, the worst typhoon in 20 yoars levelad Okinawa
and the 87th camp.

Finally, in their fwenty-seventh month of foraign service—on 7 No-
vember—the remaining 381 veterans left for the States,

The hardensd 87th—with more than two yesrs oversess—had occu-
pied a ringside seat for the titanic Pacific struggle from the Solomons
campaign fo the rescunding atomic end af Hirchito’s own doonstep.

£
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