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1st DDbarkation 2nd .B\J:Ilbarkation, 
NOTO1IMO - ~der ~visv111e 

A'8J) ____- Iirlen,.. A'BD - (omro Park:s ) 
Read;r Date - ~qt43 Re~ Date - 1 Mar'45 
Left ~ - 22 Mq~ Left ABD 24 MEqt45· 
L8e1!t 10n - »a.....RaP".. ·~ Loc~t ion - Ok1nawa 

LOG 

2-20-43 - 86th 0:8. oonsisting of 26 off. and 1081 men. to be transferred from Peary to 
Davisville on 24 Jeb'44. (Eudocks ltr to· ONO) 

4-30-43 - Opnav orders 86th 0:8 from Parks to Hueneme on 3 Ka.;y. (TWX301027-4-43 to Parks) 
5-22-43 - 374 86th 0:8 salled for Du.tch Harbor. p 
7- 1-43 - 86th is at Adak. (Oom 13 .to DomAlSec dtd 6-21-43 - Seoret Disp) . , 
3-16-44 - 1 181"44 report of 1st Brig. - 86th OB located at NOB Adak:. 
7-14-44 - 1 Junt 44 report of 6th Reg. - 86th 0:8 18 a~ Adak. 
7-31-44 - 1 Jul'44 report of 86th OB - operatiD« at Adak. 
8-26-44 - I Aug'44 report of 86th 0:8 - In latter part of July. this 0:8 absorbed the Pu.blic 

Works fUnctions at Ameh1tka, !I,'anaga and Adrew8 Lagoon, Adak, and thereb7 reliev
ing OBMUe 509 and 510. This 0:8 also absorbed the o~ rat ton and maintenance of 
heaVT equipment for HOB Adak. thereby relieving Det. 1022. 

9-30-44 -1 Sept44 report of 86th C'.B - located at .Adak~ Functioning 8,t Sand BaT, Andrews 
Lagoon, Tanaga, Amch1tka. A deta ohmAnt of 30 men was organized as a constru.ction 
crew to relieve a detachment of the 79th O:a which was I!lI'tkin.e; improvement s at
'Tanaga. 
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10-87-44 - 1 001;'44 report of 86th DB - opprl?t1nt-; B.t Ada.k \'!ith deta.ohments C'.t Andrews 
tdi;oon. Tan~a, F.nd Amctitka.. Re'Vort endorsed by 6th :aeg.. 

11-17-44 -- ~i.ll 1>ersonnf'1 of ABD Dutch RbI'. order~d trp..;nsff!rred to the 85th en for r~tl1rn 
to the U.S.(Com 11 conf. disp try NOB Dntf".h RbI'. 1502541lCR 3075 dtd 15 Nov t 44). 

11-24-44 - 1 Nov'44 report of 86th CB - located at Adak. Men were given instructions on the 
necessar,r preparations for embarkation. Report endorsed by 6th Reg1ment. 

12- 6-44 - 86th CB with 25 officers and 1068 men arrived Parks from overseas 30 Nov'44. 
{~arks 012125 !WX Deoi.wJ ~___ ~~<c__c _____~ •• __• __-. "-'---~""~""~' .-.- · 

. 12-14-44 - From the Chronological History of the 1st Brigade 
30 Ms.;y143 - 85th & 86th OB aTrived Dlltch Harbor from U.S. - 66th moved along 


to Adelt. 

(Com 17 Sec. 1tr NDl7 &12-1 L7 over 50 Zb over Ser 0096 to Budoe1ts dtd 6 Nov l 44 

arks ordered to transfer the 86th CB approx 31 off. and 458 men to Davisville 


about 10 Jan I 45.(CHO conf. disp to Parks and Davisville 281601 dtd 28 Dec'44). 

1-5-45 - Portions of the 68th and 86th Cis at Parks should be retained there - modiff6. 


281601. (aNO Conf. Disp. to Parks 012015 dtd .2 Jan t 44) 
1-30-45- The 86th OB to be re&dy for shipment to C1ncpoa 1 Mar I 45.(Cominch Sec. diap to Cinl 

. poa 211829 dtd 21 Jan I 45.) 
1-30-45 - Cincpoa Sec. disp to Clm 220111 dtd ::'.2 Jan 145 - requcste as!Jignment of the 86th CB 

to Comsopao ready 1 M~r'44. 
1-30-45 - CNO will arrange to lift the 85th as now rec,dy for Sopac in lieu of the 86th which 

will not b. ready until Mar I 45.(ONO Sec. disp to Cincpoa and ComWe.SeaFron 252120 
dtd 26 Jan '45) • 

. . 
Loc~tion - Qtinawa 8S-fthO,Il, 

, 3- 2-45 - !he 86th Cll to be aS81gnedto Espiritu Santo. (Comsopac Sec disp to CNO A Oinc
poa 260032 dtd 26 lan145) 

2-26-45 - !he 86th CB will be re~ tor Biiipla 1 Har t45.(Ceminch Sec. disp t. Cincpoa 
2221M.Feb t 45). 

3-8-45 - The 86th c:a is destined for BIVlC.(Oincpoa P.B. Sec. disp to Comineh 040400 Mar'45. 
5-26-45 - The 86th OB, consisting of 25 off. and 1070 men, departed Parks for overseas on 

24 JW.y'45'; (Parks Sec disp 252235 May'45 to :Bupers) 
7-20-45 - 1 Junt 45 report of the 66th OB - Batt in transit to Okinawa. Departed SanFr~n 

on 24 M8y 1 45. 
7-Z3-45 - The 66th OR is aSSigned to the 8th Erg and 37th Reg effective 10 July. (CCT p~ 

331 sec report on assignment of CB units ser 897 dtd 10 JulY) 

7-27-45 - 1 Jul
l 
45 report of the 86th cB - the· 86th' em 1s in Trans! t to OttiDawa. Departed. 

U.S. on 24 14",145 and should arrive at Okinawa on or about 5 JUl'45. 
7-27-45 - 'he 86th OS reported to CO!! Al?0331 on 7 Jul'45 and further reported to the OinC 

8th Brg for dut.r with the 37th :Beg. (CoT Conf. endorsement Ser 0223 dated 13 Jul l 45 
to OinC 86th em). 

7-27-45 - !fhe 86th CB reported to IalCo.m331 on' Jul'45.(IsOom AP0331 Oon:!. end. dtd 11 July 
1945 to C~ U0331.) .' 

8-14-45 - 1 Aug'45 repo~t of the-66th CB - !!he 86th as unloaded from on bd ship on 6 Jul l 45 
at Okinawa. Report d&the 17th Reg and 8th- Brig. 

6-23-45 - 1 Aug'45 report of the 17th R g - The 86th CB reported to the 17th Beg for duty
e 

on 8 Jul'45. 



._-... _--------- 
lOcation - Okiuawp. 86th 013 

8-31 ~45 - Officers b men of thA 86th CB reported to the 8th Brig on 7 July '45 &. further 

reported to the OinO, 37th Reg. (eth Brig con! end ser 0239 dtd 15 Augl45 to 

OinO, 86th Cl:l). 


9-11-45 - 86th CB reported to the 8th Brig on 7 July'45 & further reported to the 8th Brit., 
on 7 July l 45 & further reported to the 17th Reg for duty. (8th Brig conf end se~ 
0439 utd 15 Aug l 45 to OinO, 86th OB). 

':1-19-45 - 1 Sept 145 report of 86th CB. P.eport Vi8 17th :deg &: 8th Brig. tro info as to 
locetion. 

10-24-45 - 1 Oct'45 report of 86th OB - located at Okinawa•. Report via 17th Reg. &I 8th Brig 
11-20-45 - 1 lov'45 report of 86th OB - located at Okinawa. Report via 17th Reg. &I 8th :Brig 
12-13-45 - Officers & men under the command of 17th Reg. are reassigned to 37th Reg. (8th 

. Erg. conf ltr ser 0321 dtd ao Nov'45 to 9th. 86th, 135th ~s & CBMij 521). 
1-2-46 - QIOE. Okinawa directs OOIDaervpac to release 80m-0B on 1 Feb'46. (ONOB, Okinawa 

dl$p 302320 Dec'45 to Oomservpac). 
1-14-46 _ 86th OB reported t~ 37th Reg. on a:z Nov'45. (OinO, 37th Reg. 2nd And. lIer 183'1 
. dtd 23 Nov'45 to 9th, 86th. 135th OBS & OBMU 521). 
1-14-46 - Off. & men directed to report to CHaT. Okinawa. (OlnO, 8th Brl~ 1tr ser 3158 

(1st end.) dtd 8 Dec'45 to 86th. 125th CBs & CBMU 531 Ie CENU 533). 
1-29-46 - 1 Dec t 45 report of 86th OB - located at Okinawa. Report via 37th Reg. & 8th Brg. 
1...31-46 - 1 J'an t 46 report ot 86th Oll - located at Okinawa. Report via 48th .Reg. 

3-1146 - L Feb 46 report of 86th CB - location not atated. Report via 48th Reg. 

3-25-46 _ 8flth ClI inactivated on 14 J'ebru.ary at Okinawa. (Oomdt NOB Navy 3256 spdltr 


ser 42-46-48th NCR dtd 26 J'ebruar,y 1946. 
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1 Dec'45 20 1150 BNP625 & R 
1 Jan'46 29 1062 BNP625 &R' 
1 Feb 46 21 600 BNP 625 &: It 



I3ATTALI()~ 

A history is a story written about past events for 

future readers. The following story of our battalion from 
the time of its inception to the present is being written so 
that your wives, children, relatives and friends will be 
able to gain a broader picture of our activities, and your 
particular Hfe while you have served with this battalion. 
You, yourself, in years to come, may want to reread this 
resume of our experiences, and perhaps you will smile 
and recall more vividly these events that are so important 
to us now. 

Entrance into military life for most of our men began 
either in DecemDer 1!)4T,"Or]anuiicy19:Jfwlien~firsf1e~ 

,J Eortinito CamePeari, CaiiifB'raaro(r,oFtiffipAlIen~ 
Shortly aFter'arnvar; GrcfothiilgWaITsSued:~lKemen' 
billeted, and soon organized into groups for the training 

, that was to follow Ii'Boot" camp consisted of segregation 
G: 	 in a detention are; for the full period. Drills, technical 

classes, and worklletails were the order of the day, and 
the jntensiveness~of this life seemed at first beyond 

t, human endurance~ Before too long, however, everyone 
became hardened to the routine and managed to survive. 
The lack of liberties during this period was hard to take, 
but this matter came second to the mud of Camp Peary, 
which sometimes seemed to reach knee depth. Construc
tion Battalions and Battalion training courses were still 
in the experimental stage, and the guinea-pig role into 
which we were cast was sometimes confusing, some
times fun. 

It is fitting to relate here the story of 'boot camp, and 
~he reason it will always leave pleasant memories in our 
minds, no matter what we thought of it at the time. Many 
of us detrained at Williamsburg, Va., upon arrival and 
were met at the station by a receiving party who sternly 
told us to dispose of anything in alcoholic liquid form. 
We were then taken by bus to Camp Peary. The salty, 
sea-going chatter of the bus skipper forecast the things 
to come. It was from him that we received the words that 
have echoed to all corners of the earth -"You'll be 
Sorry." When we first heard these words, they gave us a 
twitch in the stomach, but they have since become the 
humorous, merry greeting .of"hard-boiled fighting men. 
From a receiving barracks we went to an issue warehouse 
and were given our bedding issue. For a week, life was 
just one nightmare of musters, issue, chow and detaiJs. 
Station-force men took advantage of our innocence by 
seJling penny post cards for ten cents e.iGh, five-cent 
candy bars for ten cents, chewing gum at ten cents per 
package, and mailing our first letters home at five cents 
per letter. There was one incident which at the time riled 
us, but which later on rebounded a thousand-fold, much 
to the pleasure of the poor boot. There was a certain in
structor, shaped like Tony Galento, with a Chaplin mllS
j _1_ ~.".. .. _ t ~ • J • • 

good stride, but the constant repetition became humor
ous, and from then on, the sight of him was a signal for a 
roar 	of laughter. We will recall in a later chapter our 
vengeance on this particular chap. 

At the end of the first week, we were told that on the 
following morning we would be given our final physical 
and that it would be best for all hands to rest up as it 
was quite an ordeal. Never truer words were spoken. 
Saturday morning dawned cold, wet, and muddy, but all 
hands were on deck. We were taken to the main dispen
sary and given exactly two minutes to strip and pack our 
clothes into a box about 12"x 12'''x 18"; the packing 
process was hel ped now and then by the heavy foot of 
the attendant. We were thoroughly examined in every 
part of our body; some fell by the wayside, particularly 
during the blood test and inoculations. Clothing issue 
was next, and soon we were outfitted in GI gear .. 

Our auto manufacturers would do well to visit the 
barber shop and see a real assembly line in action, or 
should it be called a disassembly line? We finally COlll

pleted this phase of our indoctrination, then over the 
hill to detention barracks and our first real taste and feel 
of Boot. Here, we were turned over to an instructor, 
given a lecture by the chief instructor and then assigned 
to permanent barracks. Next came a study of soap and 
swab, learning that a floor was a deck, a wall a bulk
head, stairs a ladder and a ceiling an overhead. Here 
were formed friendships that will last till the sands of 
the desert grow cold. 

The barracks were hastily-constructed, wooden af
fairs with openings between the sidiog through which 
one could pass a book. Each had two wood-burning 
stoves that fried you on one side while you froze on the 
other. During this period, we received the remainder of 
our shots. Some would go in scared, and come out laugh
ing, others would be boasting how they could take it, 
move two steps from the administrator, and hit the deck. 
The mess hall proved to be a problem, too, but not for 
long to the more ingenious. One method of eating first 
was the early chow pass, another; the friendship of the 
MAA, another was via the galley door, but the most in
genious of all was the small note book with a few ficti
tious names and the information advanced that the hold· 
er was checking on his men. 

At this time, we were learning, and learning fast. The 
left foot· and the right foot, left face and right face was 
accomplished in due time, but the command, "to the 
rear-March," produced various gyrations that could 
have been easily mistaken for a "to the winds-March." 

Machette and gas mask drill and various warfare 
schooJs were interesting. 1 wonder how many of us will 
forget that first tear gas test with the real prod!lct. The ,-,* . .., '1!i .... .



instructor. He was the leader of the hiking party that day 
and led us through the worst brush and bramble in Vir
ginia. Just as we were returning to camp, we came to a 
swamp, and into it he went, s~lOuting "Follow Me." We 
saw what we were in for and decided to pick our way 
gingerly, which we did, although most of us were waist
deep in muck at times. The instructor, however, plunged 
on and in due time was in to his arm pits; he then began 
shouting for assistance, which no one felt in the mood 
to give. Finally the stragglers came along and word was 
passed to lend a hand. From that time on, he proved to 
be quite an amiable fellow. 

Then came the night of nights. Liberty and t 2 
h~urs of it-in a town with lights, people, steaks, beer 
~d girls. It is needless to say that, despite the SP's, a 
nne time was had by all. . . 

During our boot, our chiefs were receiving similar 
training. and when the fJme came for'them to take oV(:r 
their platoons, many inusing incidents occurred. We 
vIere marched into ditfhes, fences, and buildings. We 
were rip-marched till we thought we were on a merry-go
rou6d, but the following is the classiC of them all. A cer
tain chief was drilling a platoon in a large drill field. in 
the center of which stood a power pole. The platoon, 
marching down the field, headed straight for the pole, 
and as we neared the pole. the chief, in all his dignity, 
commanded "Split pole, Split." 

lhe.R.ffisers: for ,...t~r~_'!l,2s.~j'~rt, .!epo_rt~~. t<:. Camp 
Allen during the latt~r weeks qtJanuary,-1943,-and, 

&Fter a.Jfi§!t k~L!"-~n~~f.T~.~~~!j!!~t!~h"Ei!ini}lg;· Hie}:. 
w;re a~sis.n~d to the b~ttalion ~a_~d traii~:~ie~ to ~!!~£... 
reary, l?!!!!.t!!;..~~!,~er~!e.I:.as§'.§r~~J)~()t., . 

Soon afterwards, following a period of adjustment 
to our new stiltus as trained Seabees, the Battal ion made 
preparations for the review and commissioriing cere
monies. On 22 February, ]913. the Battalion colors were 
lresented," :tlli!*we;weNtmhchtrly (Icscgmtfed fht!*Rmtl 

ava OIlS rue lOll a a 1011.) Jew was lC11f'" 
~n BOlles Field, beFore Capfalfl 1'ames B. Ware, USN, 
and party. The day was extremely W:lrm, tending to 
make it difficult to hold the position of ,lttcntion for 
any great length of time. The colors were presented by 
Mrs. R. H. Meade, wife of Captilfll R. H. Meade, who 
has been Officer in Charge of the 1st Naval Construction 
Brigade during our tour of duty here on Island "X." 
After the completion of the ceremonies, many compli
mentary remarks were heard in regard to the military 
bearing of the various companies., . ~ 

. We had no sooner returned to our billets than prep
.arat1O'ils were imaee-ira • lor -Eli'e "'ehmiiiungor the

aUa Ion or am n Kott, aVlSVI e,-R:-J:-we-left 
I lams ur~ on e a terhoon 0 'C niary,19437' 

.and traveled In two sectIons onaycoaaies~t()"Olir new
caIT.Ip. (Anyone remember the box lunches?) We arrived 
• * ',. ." ~.. .... • '" 

!.it~:~~cd_!:!e~1;. The program of the training period 
/1fOvedto be rigId, yet enjoyable. The Battalion, broken 
into groups to attend classes on technical subjects. and to 
maintain our area. was subjected to a mil itary training pro
gram under the Marines, who left nothing to be desired. 
Meanwhile, the various Battal ion administrative oflices 
were set up. The specialty groups, such as cooks, bakers, 
yeomen, storekeepers, and others were soon hard at 
work. performing the duties for which they enlisted. The 
liberties at Endicott were enjoyable. Providence and sur
rounding communities proved to be among the best of 
towns. In addition to the liberties. the shows and other 
amusements provided at camp were entertaining and 
tended to relieve the strain of training. The Battalion 
put on a show of their own that gave opportunity for 
our erstwhile artists to "strut their stuff." 

As stated above, Endicott. to liS, seemed heavenlv 
after Peary. Immediately after detraining, we were 
marched to a large. dark, barn-like building, and as the 
last of the men entered the building, the main light switch 
was thrown on, revealing the Recreation Hall. It was 
beautiful, with cement /loors, benches, ten basketball 
courts, projection machines and a stage suitable for our 
finest movie palaces, with building-height drapes that 
would pale a rainbow. We were then taken to our b,lr
racks, large, well-constructed, two story. steam-heated, 
ventilated buildings. As soon as we were assigned to bar
racks, we were taken to a large. dean mess hall and heart
ily fed. This put all hands in an excellent mood. We were 
shown the heads, large. clean, modern buildings with 
showers, clothes washrooms, and dry-rooms, too; class
rooms, armories, library, writing and study rooms, bowl· 
ing alleys, billiard rooms, ship's service, where one could 
purchase anything from wedding riligs to safety pins, ice 
cream, fresh milk and sandwiches. The next surprise 
came in the liberty schedule, 12 hours every fourth n(l~ht 
with liberty busses waiting at the gate and visitors ad
mitted, too. Who will ever forget that familiar "So and 
so's mother. wife or friend to see him at gate No.5." 
Liherty nights took us to Greenwich. Providence, Paw
tucket, Woonsocket and sometimcs as far as Boston. 
and our treatment in these wondcrful New England 
tOWIlS was the exact opposite of Richmond and \'Vil
liamsburg. We were treated kindly. politely. courteollsly. 
and oft times invited to the homes of these very cordial 
people. Our stay proved alto~ether too short. 

!.rofiden.t i~l.J:!!:~).~~i~&...for..rcncation, so l!lIdicott 
alsopr~!vj~edclasses an(r(Jrnr~CJ~~..s_esIn_ the .i~1~!ni!~g': 
Erd~IIl In._t~e. afternoo,!.1.,~s t.l~e sc~el{ule.1'fie dnll 
consisted orexteiideaorder andcombat maneuvers. This 
was practiced in the roJling. sweet-smelling New I~ng
land farm land, on the shores of beautiful Narragansett 
Bay. 

One event of note that occurred at l!ndicott W,15 the 



included the late Senetary of the Navy, Frank Knox, 
Vice Admiral Ren Moreell, Vice Admiral Randall Jacobs 
and Captain F. F. Rogers, USN, Commanding Officer of 
Camp Endicott. Last but not least of all the events that 
occurred at Endicott, was the nine day leave for all 
Eastern men. 

Our leave commenced the morning of the 6th of April 
, and ended on the 16th of April. The exodus from camp 
utilized all available transportation, including auto, air, 
and even a special train to New York City. We were all 
sorry to leave Camp Endicott, and all of us remember it 
as one of the best camps at which we have been stationed. 

,On the 21st o~ril .. l,edYr.}~~.Battaljon. na!!~a 
.!flS me tamtltar afr ; CalilOrma, r.tere We tome, we 
marched to the station, just insiae Gate No. 2. weffiiv: 
e1tJ'in-Uiree"'secfJonS'OtPi.iJlmans~·eacncotUalning an 
average of t8 cars and all three trains traveling by dif
ferent routes. Our trip West was both exciting and mo
notonous, filled with ne'ti sights and different scenes, not 
t~$ least being the numier of gir1s who were attracted 
t(fnearly every station It which we stopped. The food 
left ,little to be desired} but it tended to vary, and the 
qualtty and quantity dc!pended on tbe railroad serving 
it. Traveling in three sections added to the excitement 
of anticipation of meeting one of the other sections en
route. At various stop-overs, there was time allotted for 
exercise and impromptu parades that were weB-received 
by all the local residents. Easter Sunday was spent en· 
route, and short services were held by all sections. 

The Rockies were a new and inspiring sight to all. 
Then and there more than one of the Easterners decided 
that they were worth a vacation trip after the war. Cross, 
ing the Pacific Coastal Plain, we entered California, and 
all were very glad, yet a little homesick. 

The Battalion arrived in Camp Parks, near Oakland, 
Carrtorriici, iil1Iu':-'late afreriioori:Ntonaay,~bhPCir.
'943. The fiisnlimg weajifatter unloadingourgear was, 
to'Chow, and was it good! Within two days of our 
arrival, the Western men went out on leave. The country 
in which Camp Parks is located is very beautiful and was 
especially colorful and lush at that time of the year. We 
remained at Parks just long enough to visit San Fran
'cisco, and this was a treat to the Easterners. The hospi
tality of the San Franciscans wH~ eve.r be a pleasant 
memory. 

Although our stay at Camp Parks was very brief, 
we were rushed throughout. The Marines took, us in 
hand, and put the finishing touches to a tough ~raining 
grind. The obstacle course, at first sight, seemed ;like a 
Sunday &hool picnic, but a lot of minds were suddenly 
changed when quite a few of us came off dripping wet 
and muddy, and a lot wiser, too. The hand grenade 
practice was very interesting. Here is an incident to cause 
a few smiles. One afternoon we were taken to a beauti
ful, grass-covered, rolling meadow that was abundant 

his tricks of which to beware. At the edge of the group 
was a fellow whose love of the beautiful overcame the 
horror of war, so he proceeded to pick a bouquet of 
violets. The instructor noticed this and made the helpless 
mate stand at his side, bouquet in hand while he finished 
his period of instruction. 

, ~~fpr~ t~e..~~~t~~~~ r~r~e<!!~,~k!r.0m le~v,e.:th~e. 
~t of the Battahon was O~;!§1222! Port of~~~.~~~~: 
t!<;n, and left bS,da;tcoa~,pn 3 Nta_ e men on 
teave reported ac~ to ~amp ar san·en came down 
to rejoin the Battalion. This camp proved to be the 
opposite of Parks. The grounds were barren and flat, and 
all the quarters were Quonset huts which seemed to col• 
lect all the sand and dust of California:. 

!!os~.?f.~~!s eeriod w~~I1_t.i~J.~!~~i~hp'~~paration
Jor embarkation. ~smr N"o.' 508 was formed by the de
tachment of meri from the Battalion. Our overseas cloth· 

~iJ ullne issue we,!'. dist,!~?-..• t.~.s~u~i.I~~tr~~ 
In t 1C an ast m regard"taour ulumatfi: Clestmation 

an ateOfSiil!.?~o two menevef'cariie(nhe'same 
Stoiy ii;"regaras to t ese subjects, but that caused no 
alarm as everyone was ready to believe anything. 

Finally, on Monday, 17 May, liberties were cancelled 
and this was the first hint of our sailing. There followed 
three days of hectic activity. The various administration 
officers of the Battalion were involved in last minute 
reports, packing of records, and preparations for ship. 
ping out while the battalion as a whole squared away 
and packed. 

In the early morning of Thursday, 20 May, w~ bega~ 
boa'tting • snii:".eiCltman-being~checked aboard at the 
.1iiBB~i...Late In"the afterru)on;Werelt the vibration of 
Hie engmes and saw the dock dip slowly astern. We were 
on our way and the mixed emotions everyone fel t at this 
moment cannot be fully described. 

The less said about our sea voyage the better. Not 
much of an attempt will be made to recount our adven· 
tures because those of us who experienced it remember it, 
oh, too well, and the folks back home can let their 
imaginations provide the story. Seasickness and food 
were the main points of dissension; our cooks struggled 
valiantly in the galleys, but were limited both in quality 
and quantity of the raw materials of their trade. But with 
characteristic Seabee courage, the men made the most of 
it, scrambled eggs and all. 

.!if~~'~!!T~9~!~ sea bf(~~ght u,s to our desti~~tion a~d. 
, since that time, we nave put in busy days and mghts. 

..... " - ;-~~- -... ~'~-"" ".~"" ... , 

With our -arrival on Island X, the duty for which we . 
, were enlisted and trained began almost the day of our 
disembarking, The Battalion was assigned to the Nava! 
Air Station, th~actiViryThat 'was af that time in control 
nrirrNaVif 'Uperafion;t~~ishore. 'the fi rsfwork - per- ' 

tormedWas"f6 pr6viaetiv'ing'juarfers for the Battalion. 
The carpenters erected tent floors and frames over which 
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hours had passed, the Battalion was fairly well settled. 
With the first few meals it became apparent that the food 
would be good and that there was plenty of it, thus re- ' 
moving a source of future gripes. Our billet area became 
known as "Mud Valley," appropriately named because 
of the basin-like area forever covered with mud. We were 
now ready to do our part. 

It soon became a arent that the duties of the Bat
talion wo - concern otir mrun'ear s-malO enince;
'0 rations;-Viaicnesana coiiSffiiction. Dq;artmentSfo 

an e t e vanous unctIons were 0 ganized and men 
were assigned in accordance with their previous experi
ence. A listing of these departments is indicative of the 

, diversity of our activities at this stage: Battalion Admin
)istration-Executive, Personnel" Disbursing & Supply, ' 
" Censor Board, ~curity, Post Office, and Company offices; 

Engineering Department-Drafting, design, field sur
vey, and . layout; Tr\nsportation:-{)peration of all ve

~ hides, and'mechanifa! repairs; Plumbing, Heating & 
i. Water Works-Maiofenance, watches, new installations, 


and refrigeration; 1{oads & Streets-Upkeep and new 

, q,nstruction; Electrital Department-Power and lights, 
telephones and radio; Carpentry-outdoor construction, 
repair, and shop; Oil Distribution-Garbage and rub
bish collections; Watches-Generators, boilers, pumps, 
and refrigeration. Additional men were detailed to the 
Commissary-mess halls and bakery, Medical, Ship's 
Service Operation, Fire Department, Base Supply, Base 
Welfare--movie theatre operation. There was also main
tained a labor pool for stevedoring and all kinds of 
emergency work re<:Juiring a number of men for labor 
primarily, 

This work was all being carried out against a back
ground of military operations underway at two nearby 
islands. 1bere was a great deal of activity at this base 
and many combat units stopped here enroute to the fight
ing zone. With the fined octupation of these two islands 
and the withdrawal of the enemy far to the westward, 
the battalion settled down to normal o£eration of the 
~L.c·.!,orkS!?§t!3ftffi.ent.f~r lli.eJ2!1:1 ~~~; re~ 
te~ing men for com6at duty etsewnere. 

The foregoing account of our activity and particular 
service in this area covers Wl!ill;. might be termed phase 
one of our Jife here on lsland X. Phase two commences 
with the designation of thi:. base 1s a Nav_a,' O~afing 
'IJase ana £fie conmueriE conversi5iiOF1fie neterogenenus 
tiiiifS mto NOn. urliiiicHdn was sIilTPuoIiE\Vi)iks;but' 
In iddiHon"'lo reguin ffliIfrlfl!ltahce(fuHes;"'wfDeCame 

·Ji1vof!m"n-:scveral iar~~~6TIt"~~~~B? 
'lSi me W!C!,.m6 prog!.~l?~:~5e! .. 

The winter of 43-44 was moving time for the Naval 
activites here at the base from their original location to 
the new shops, warehouses, and quarters. The job of 
moving, dismantling of the old buiJdings in old Navy
.."'............,,'I ... ...1___ Lt.. a.L_ ............ _ .... ___ _______1 __ _
L_L! 

town quarters were also built during this period in a 
location near the new Village. The Battalion was more 
fortunate this time as their quarters were Quonset huts 
instead of tents. Catwalks were constructed, Battalion 
offices and officers' quarters established near the area and 
as each unit of structures was completed, the men moved 
to their new billet. A Rec Hall and a Library Hut com
pleted the 86th Area. 

Our duties have settled down to routine Public Works 
functions with the addition of a small amount of new 
construction. The older construction battalions are grad. 
ually being released for return to the States and leave. 
We now look forward to a few more months of duty 
here, and then that happy day when we shall receive our 
orders to .secure and board a transport for our return to 
the States, leave, and home. 

The strength of our battalion has varied considerably 
since our tour of duty began here on Island X. Many 
transfers have taken place, and a great many men have 
been received aboard to repJace these men who have left. 
The greatest number of transfers have been due to 
medical reasons. These men have been returned to the 
States either to be treated at a Naval Hospital or to be 
surveyed from the service if their condition so warrants. 
At the time of the writing of this article, there have been 
52 medical transfers. thereby averaging approximately 
5 men per month. 

This command was assigned a quota of ten men 
in the Navy College Training Program (V-12 Class). 
Those finally selected are now in attendance at various 
institutions in the States where the V-12 Units have been 
established. They will receive training for an average of 
two years, at the termination of which they will be com
missioned ensigns in the Naval Reserve. 

To replace these transfers, two casual drafts were 
received aboard in December. On Christmas Day, Casual 
Omft No, 21.-1.-1 reported uboartl, and on 29 December, 
Casual Draft No. 2112 reported with a large number of 
men and five officers. These additional men brought our 
Battalion up to full complement. These men were soon 
assigned to the various details and departments, and 
before many weeks had p:lssed, they firmly estahlished 
themselves as :lIl integral part of the 86th Battalion. 
Casual Draft No. 2112 became a new Company "0," 
and Casual Draft No. 2144, consisting of fewer men, 
was inserted into the existing four companies. 

Social life has been one of our greatest problems 
du'ri'ngouTlong stay overseas: TIle area 'in' wnich we:;"arit 

serv n ;- -revious 'lo"btir afrivar here, 'had been unin: ~ 
a 1te. lic entertainment'fias therefore been thlifwhiC1t 

-we provided for ourselves, which took the form of com
pany and departmental parties. A recreation hall was 
built and also a library. A Battalion newspaper, the Bat· 
taJioneer, was inaugurated, with the nrst editiof! pub-
I· 1 1" ..,., t ... ". iI J • 'II. • ~ 
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are sometimes old, sometimes new. The weather and 
la in facilities have defeated any attempt at oraniZed 

gu oor seor s. I e comp e Ion 0 e ew e IC 

Arena here at the base, a basketball league has been or· 
ganized and has functioned to the advantage of all inter· 
ested. The gym has al so encouraged more physical con· 
difjoning programs than were possible previously during 
the abundantly unfavorable weather. ' 

During our brief life as members of this battalion, 
we have'griped, we have complained, but we have had 
fun and it really hasn'tf.een bad. We have worked to
geiher through all condi.ons of weather, of physical dis
comfort and of imaginlry mental anguish. As we look 
tot~ future, let us drink a toast to the quick conclusion 
of this war, to success and prosperity in our future life 
wherever we may be. In other years we will look back, 
with fond memories of our battalion, and of the brother
hood that existed among us. We of the 86th Battalion, 
can feel that we have given our time, our energy and our 
abilities to help win the victory that wiU be ours at the 
conclusion of this war. 

We have maintained the traditions of the Seabees and 
have often fulfilled our motto, "Can Do-Will Do
Did." 

Our Island X is about as far north as (censored), 
and almost half way around the world from it. This 
island, like others nearby, is of volcanic origin. Its hills 
and mountains are strung along in ridges, separated by 
deep canyons, long bays, and many lakes. The whole 
enormous mass was apparently poured out at one time, or 
in flows following each other so quickly that there was 
no time for the older flows to decay before they were 
buried. and the peaks have been left by patient streams 
cutting canyons in the hardened lava. This formation 
strings out into a chain of small) ,rugged islands, con
nected by drowned causeways to the active volcano. 

The aft section of Island X is a beautiful country. 
In summer it is a wilderness of towering brown cliffs, 
against which the green tundra rises high. Its swift; dear 
streams throng with trout and salmon; douds of eagles 
drift through the valleys or perch on the crags: Blue 
foxes, ptarmigan and ravens are abundant and unafraid. 

But it is impenetrable to vehicles, and the soft tundra bog 
and steep rock makes walking difficult. and clouds often 
obscure aU landmarks. In winter, walking is easy on the 
wind-packed snow, but the cold and sudden storms make 
it unsafe to venture far. 

The forward area of our island was built fairly re
cently by individual volcanoes, partly over old land and 
partly out into the sea. There are at least three of these, 
the big mountain, the saddle-top mountain, and the 
smaller one that has been half destroyed by the sea. All 
of these are dead and cold. Water and ice have torn away 
the larger volcano's crater wal.ls, leaving the lava hard
ened in its 'throat projecting at its highest peak. Blue
berries grow through the moss in the last tiny crater 
formed by Saddletop. The walls of its older, larger 
craters are breached mounds of rubble. 

The volcanic sand is gray and of poor quality because 
the lava cooled so rapidly the hard, white quartz did not 
separate entirely from the weaker minerals; and in every 
grain of sand there are tiny crystals of black mica, which 
darken it and provide weak spots along which it breaks 
easily. The local tundra is a mixture of grass, flowers, 
ferns, moss and other plants. The mass forms a resilient 
carpet up to eighteen inches in depth; the other plants 
may be six feet high in sheltered spots, but are more often 
three. This luxuriance of growth begins to diminish at an 
altitude of five hundred feet, and at twelve hundred to 
two thousand feet thins out into scattered plants sepa
rated by bare gravel, soil or rock. Moss and blue-bells 
are found sparingly, even on the highest peak. 

As this is written, few of us love Island X. We love 
it so little because of the weary time away from home 
and loved ones; because of its barren isolation, its low, 
soft clouds, its howling gales of lashing snow and rain, 
its deep and sticky mud. But with passing time, perhaps 
we will remember more the splendor of its wild scenery; 
its flowered peaks above the sea, Great (censored) steam
ing against the sunrise, long summer days of fog and 
sun, bright stars shining through the faJIing snow, 
white thunder of surf on dark beaches, and at last, the 
whole island dim on the horizon as our ship carries us 
homeward. 



86th Naval Construction Battalion 

Chronology 

Feb 1943 
24 Feb 1943 
21 Apr 1943 

03 May 1943 

20 May 1943 
30 May 1943 
04 Jun 1943 
Sept 1943 

30 Apr 1944 

31 Jul1944 

14 Nov 1944 
15 Nov 1944 
30 Nov 1944 
12 May 1945 
24 May 1945 
06 Jul1945 

Fonned at NCTC, Norfolk, Va. 

Transferred to NCTC, Davisville, R.I. 

Transferred to CBRD, Camp Parks, Shoemaker, California, 

arriving at Camp Parks 26 April 1943. 

Transferred to ABD, Port Hueneme, California, arriving ABD, 

Port Hueneme, California 4 May 1943. 

Departed ABD, Port Hueneme for overseas. 

Arrived Dutch harbor - preceded to Adak. 

Arrived Adak. 

Detachment of approximately 80 men to Great Sitkin Island 

(NFD, Navy #65). Personnel of CBMU 510 gradually replaced 

this detachment, all 86th personnel having returned to Adak by 1 

December 1943. 

6 November 1944 a detachment ofmen, which varied in number 

from 35 to 91, men and 1 officer comprised the detachment 

operating at Great Sitkin Island (NFD, Navy #65) for this period. 

Small detachments detached from Adak to operate at Amchitka, 

T anaga and Andrews lagoon. 

70 men to Amchitka and 1 officer 

35 men to Tananga and 1 officer 

100 men to Andrews Lagoon and 1 officer. 

Complete battalion reassembled at Adak. 

Embarked from Adak. 

Arrived CBRD, Camp Parks. 

Still located at CBRD, Camp Parks, Shoemaker, California. 

Departed U.S. 

Arrived Okinawa. 


1 



\JI. 

.. 

Va. 

2h Feb 1943 - ':':::-ansferred to !iCTC, Davisville, R. I . 

Feb 19h3 

. 
21 Apr 19h3 - Trar'.sfe:::-roci to CB?J) , Camp Parks, ShOe:::laker, Calif. , 


at Car.lp Parks 26 April 1943. 


3 :::ay· 19hJ 	 ':'r<J.:isferred ~o ...:'~ED, Port :Iuener:1e, Calif., a.rriving ~\:.J, ?ort 

Huene;ne, Calif. h :.:ay 1943. 


Departec. ABJ, Port Hueneme for oV"erseas. 

30 t.'ay 19!LJ - Am.vad Dutch Harber' - proceeded to Ada.k. 

4 Jun 1943 - Arri.ved Adalc. 

Sep:'. 19 14,3 - !)~tac~:r;~erlt of appro)=ir:latel~r 80 nen to Great Sitki!l :sl~::d. 

(1~, ~:av:r }65). This detac:-;;:l8:lt .....ras ;radua:l:r replace:::' b:r 


pe:'sor.nel of c:3:.:....r 510, a: 1 86th personnel havi:1Z :,etcr:::ad to 

Ada~ by 1 Dace~~er 1943. 


30 ;.pr ::L941~ - 6 :rov.. 
35 to 91 c.en ar:cl 1. o.ffice~ co:Jprisati the detac:"':-"::e::"':, 'J:~~:::-u.:,:'::Z 
at Great Sitkin Isla.'1d 02:), ::avy .~f65) for :':--.::'s ;el"'iod. 

~ 

AI:1. c~:.i t :~;. ) 
Ta::a.sa a..'1C Andrei':s Lagoon. 70 ~en to 1 ~~"':i':~:-j 

35 :::en -:'0 Tana~a a~~_l cf:~cer; 
100 men to ";'r.d:-e)'{s La,;oon a::~:. 1 G::ic~=---~ 

t1U..L 19~4 - ~~all detac~~ents detached from ~;dar:31 . 

,{-: ~rov lO!.l.,,- Gcm?lete battal:'on rea.ss€::loled at Adak. 

~,.., 

'*;"'V'-."...L.) ~;o'; 191J~ :S::1.ba.r:<ad _.v_. ~~dak. 
f'\ ... '!"'1"'1,....,30 ~JO~1 J..9h4 - .;\rri'Tlaa CE:tD) Fa.rl~s •""c:::..1.,~"" 

•... 
Ce:rti:i·3d t;:) be a. cor~t;c:, i tir.erar:r 
of tt19 36t~1 ~::E to ;rescnt ca.te. 

12 :lay 1945 - Still located C.B?.;;J , ShOP.:.:"_~':~;~~~:;~;~~~~:~~~.j 
... -~.-;,.. 

.~.:,~-::;:.~..:.:. ." . - ." 

.. -
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