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NOTO -
ABl) -

Reaq Date 
Left ABD 
Location 

S5th C.I!. 

Norfolk - Davisville 
Gulfport FJT Hueneme 
17 Apr'43 
22 Mayl43 
~ia DUtch Barbor and Attu 

LOG 

.!abIl!'W,ealfO'lO .~ . _. (Parka 
A'BD - !a.eneme 
Read,y Date- 15 Feb '45 
Lett ABD- 6 Mar I 45 
LocatIo. - Espiritu Santo 

2- 2-43 
4-13-43 
5-22-43 
7- 1-43 

10-27-43 

2-28-44 
3-16-44 
3-31-44 

6 
5- 6-44 
5-27-44 
5-2'7-44 

Ordered transferred a Feb to Davisville for dnti" and FF'l'. 
Transferred from NOTO Davisville to Gulfport F.l!'.r HuenelQe. 
Three quaraera of 85th CB sailed for Sofa. (Dispatch) 

" u It," is at Dutch Harbor.. (Com 13 to ComAlSec dtd 21 JunI 4i 
Sec. Disp) Arrived Dutch Harbor 30 M!q"43 (1 Jul'43 report)' 
OBMU 508 aboUshed and officers and men transferred to the 85th 0::8 effective 
1 Nov143. (op3O[34-DM/(SO)Pl6-3/~ Doo. 197099 Ser 0777430 dtd 25 Oct'43) 
85th CB is at Dutch Harbor with approx. 25 men at Otter Pt. (Alaskan Sector data 
sheet dtd 1 J'eb l 44) 
1 Feb'44 report of 85th Ci3 - located at Dutch Harbor with 11 men at Otter Pt. 
1 l«ar l 44 report of 1st :Brig. - 85th OB is located at Dutch Harbor. 
15 Mar'4tl report of 1st Brig. "!" 85th 0:8 18 located at Dntch Harbor and Attu. 
26 off. and 834 men at Du.tch Harbor; 4 off•.and 234 men at Attu~ 
1 Apr'44 report of 85th C:B - operating at Dutch Harbor and Attu. 
1 MayI44 report of 2nd Det. of 85th CB - located at Attu. 
1 Mq'44 report of 85th CB - o:peratlng a.t Dlltch Harbor and Attu. TI:e 2nd Det. 
at Attn is expected to complete assignment about 15 Ma.,.'44. 
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85th O•.:B-=. 

6-29-44 

7-id7-44 

9- 4-44 
9-12-44 

9-15-44 

10- 3-44 

10-18-44 

12-14-44 

1-l6-45 

1-20-'15 - 

1-30-45 - 

1-30-45 

1-30-45 - 

1-30-45 - 

2-7-45 - 

2-7-45 - 

1 Jun'44 report of 85th CB _ operating at Dutch Harbor; 2nd Detachment at Attu 

consists of 4 off. and ~30 men. 85th CB has been operating a year at Dutch 

Harbor 30 Mayl44. 

1 Jul l 44 report of 85th CB - operating at Du.tch Harbor and Attu. The detachment 

of 4 otf. and 229 men at Attu expect to complete operations on or about 1 Aug'44. 

The 85th 0:9 is scheduled to return from Alaska on or about 15 Aug'44 according to 

Ens. Slappey (Op-30) 

1 Augt44 report of 85th 0:9 _ openting at Attu, 4 off. and 229 men. 

1 Aug'44 report of 85th 0:9 - located at Dutch Harbor with detachment at Attu. 

All construction work: has been completed and entire batt. is now doing ma.intenanc! 

work. 

1/2 of 89th OlJ(}.2 off. and 499 menJ-arrived Parks 9.Sepl44 from overseas via 

San Fran. (Parks llTWX2355SEP!44 to :Bu.d.ocks) 

1 Sepl44 report of 85th CB - located. at Dutch Harbor. The detachment at Attu 
vas secured 26 Aug whan it sailed for the U.S.; Joined 1/3 of the 85th batt at 
Dutch Harbor and sailed from t.here· 3l Aug. with 12 off. and 500 men,altogether. 
The batt that is to relieve the balance of the 85th is expected to arrive at 

Dutch Harbor about 2~ Sep; balance of 85th e:r:pecte to leave tor U.S. about 27 Sep 

2nd Ech. 86jh CB/14 off. and 544 men/ §rrived Parks from overseas 11 Oct'44. 

(Parks 12TiX204100T44 to Budocks). 

1 Oct'44 report of 85th OB - 2nd Echelon of the 85th CB.departed Dutch Harbor ~s 


ot 1 Oct'44; WR.S relieved by the 2nd Sect. 01 the 26th OB which arrived at D.H. 

26 Se1)I44. ,.. 


85t.h O.E. 

From the Chronolog1cal History of 1st Brigade 
30 ~143 _ 85th &86th OBiS arrived DutCh Harbor from the States - 86th CB 

moved along t.o Adak •. 
7 M8,rtM- 4 Of!. " 234 men left Dutch Harbor tor At$u., 
9 S~'44'- O~e-half of 85th OB lett for the States. 

(Com 17 Sec. ltr BD17/Al2-1/L7 over 5O/2b over Sar 0096 to BudoCks dtd 6 Bovt44) 
Parks orda1:'ed to transfer the 86th CB about 20 Jan'45 to Hueneme and for temp 
duty with Acorn Tradat while awaiting overseas assignment. (aNa con! disp to 

Parks 121831 dtd 13 Jan t 45)
The 85th CB will d~part Parks for Hueneme 22 Jan '45. (Parks con!. disp to Bupers, 

160415 dtd 16 Jan '45). .. I' (' 
The 85th as will be ready ~or ship~ent to C~ncpoa 15 Jan 45.(Oiminch Sec. disp 

to C1nc-ooa 211829 (ltd 21 Jan '45) • (
The 85th CB is Q.ssigned to BlVE. CNO suggests they. stage at Saipan. CNO Sec. disl 

to Cinc:poa 18182l dto. 18 Jan 145.) I 
CNO Seo. disp to Cincpoa ~nd ComW~sSe~Fron 252120 dtd 26 Jan 45 - will ar~ge to 
lift the 1st (Sp) and the 85th CB ~ow ready for S~pac in lieu of the 36th ( p) 
&.md tile 86th CB which will not be ready until Mar 45.' 
ONO Sec. disp to ComWesSeal!'ron 262129 dtd 2fi Jan'45 - Oomwesseafron ordered to 

comply with eNO 252120. . t i a7 Jan 
The 1st ::!ection of the 81th CB attached to .tl.~nrnTreJ)gt de1)8.rted by ra n' . 
~~4Q for duty at ATB Coronado, Celif. with 10 offs and 489 men.(Hu@neme conf. diS] 

to Bu:ners 292311 dtd 30 JfUl I45}. F 145 
Thill 85th CB is assigned to Espiritu S. with ready da.te at Ru~:o.eme 15 en • 

(eNO conf~ disp to Cincpoa and other 301555 dtd 31 Jan'45). 

mailto:men.(Hu@neme


Location - ~spiritu Santo ,85th 0 .ll!. 


3- 1-45 - Early lifting required for 34th CB now ready at Hueneme. Propose substituting 

this batt for the 37th or 85th CB. 
Bupers & Budocks 261651 Deb'45) 

(CNO Sec DiAl' to Cincpoa Pearl &, Mv. Hdq•• 

3-3-45 - Hueneme Sec. disp 011818 Mar'45 to eNO - Ref. ONO 261651 - Due to sailing date of 
6 Mar'45 for the 85th CD it is considered impract1cable to substitute the 34th 
CB on accolmt of lack of time. 

8-5-45 - Otncpoa conca_ with ONO to change the 34th as for the 85th. (C1ncpoa Sec. disp to 
Oo.inoh 011903 Mar'45). 

! 3- 5-45 -

3-14-45 --

Hueneme Ser 011818 approved. Sohedule 85th OB as planned. (ONO conf' disp 031535 
to weneme) 
Th. 85th OB departed Hueneme for overseas 6 Mar'45 with 24 officers and 1063 -ll. 
(HUeneme cont. disp to Bnpers 081919 Mar'45). 

4-17-45 - 1 A:p1"45 report of 85th OB - 1'0 informatioD re location. Arrived at adva:nced Base 
gn 19 Mar'45. ' 

5- 8-45 - The 85th OB is located at Espiritu Santo. (Dirpacdocks S.F. Sec Bep of 15 Apr145) 
5-25-45 - 1 Mlv'45 report of the 85th 013 - located at Espiritu Sento. 1 off. a.nd 78 men 

are assigned to temp duty on a nearby island. 
6-8-45 - 85th OB included in list, of units earmarked and ready later but no destinations 

assigned. (Comsopac oec d1sp 290.53..1') MaJt45 to Comservpac) 
6-28-45 - 1 Jun'45 report of the 85th OB ..;. located at lBBpir1tu Santo. !fbe 1 after &. 78 men 

.,.. stlll heated bn a nearbT island and are expected to return to the 85"h aa 
.:. ,'J:Il14$r. duri:rrc J'un'45. 
7~" ....'1 JUl'45 rep ort of the 85th (lB - located at ]lapintu Santo. :Batt eDCa«e4 ill ro11

, up P:tOlraJD. 11 men who were 42 71'S of age or over were tra.n.afen .. c1 to U.S. for 
discharge. . 

. .': : .~ 

Location - )lfrJ1~ V~e Is. 

8-17-45 - 1 Aug'45 report of the 85th aD - located at Espiritu Santo. ~1ng June & Jul' 45 
22 men were transferred for diacharge. 

8-22-45 - !he 85th CD reaa,y date apprOlt 15 Sap 145. (Oomseronsopac sec report on Bedep10y
ment of llaval Personnel dtd 1 Aug '45) 

9-11-45' - Detach S5th OB from present duty when transportation is available. Direct them to 
proceed Wake Island. & report to CQmmargils. «(Comsopac conf disp 092258 Sept'45 to 
Comnavbases. Esp. Santo). 
85th DB destined Wake departed Esp. Santos 2 Sept'45 with 4 officers & 161 men. 
26 Sept'45. l,'RAY was previous port. (Oomuavbases at Esp. Santos disp 220407Sept'45 
to PD Eniwetok). 

9-24-45 - 8~;th Oli dert! rted IBOll' 2.~ 5ept'45 destined \/ake with 6 officers &: 260 men. ll'RAf 
W(c,S previous port. (Comn-rvbases at 'Esp. Santos dhp ;";',0004 Sept '45 to PD. 
Eniwetok) •. 

9··28-45 - 1 Sept '45 report of 85th CB - loca.ted at Espiritu Santo. 94 men transferred for 
dischargeunder the point system. 13 men were transferred into the batta.lion. 

10-19-45  85th OB at Espiritu Santo departed 23 Sept'45, destination is Wake. (ComserSqdPac 
Sec Itr Ber 001076 d,d 1 00\'45 to COIDservpac).

10-30-45 - 1 Oct l 45 report of 85th Cll - luaU_aab s~at.. 123 men transferred to U.S. for 
discharge under the point system during Aug. &: Sept •. The first ship left Esp. 
Santo on 22 Sept '45 & the last ship arrived at Weke Is. on 12 Oct'45. The move
ment consisted of four Shipe. . 

11-28-45 - 1 Nov'45 report of 85th DB - located at Wake Is. 
12-29-45 _ 

1 Dec'45 report of 85th OB - located at Wake Is. 85th 0] he.s not moved since its 
arrival on 12 Oct'45 from Espiritu Santo. N.H. 



-~.------ ---- ._-.-._-.------- ----------- 

Location - Wake I~. 85th CB 

1-10-46 - OomadVpac reos NOB. Okinawa to :!.naotiva.te 85th CB. (Ooms8rvpae d1sp 072145 Jan'41 
to NOB. Okinawa). 

1-31-46 - 1 Jan l 46 report of 85th OJ! - located at WtJte. 85th CB heR boan on WeJ!:A. h. since 
.1.2 Oct'45. 

i 	 2-20-46 - 1 Feb 46 report of 85th CD - located at Wak;~. 
3-28-4$ - 1 Mar 46 report of 85th Cl3 - looated at Wake. Report "ia 35th :Reg. & 5th :Brig. 
4-16-46 - Ooniservpae orders 5th Brig. to 1naotivate 29th. Wiih... 140th on I s and CBMO I a 

503. 597. 616, 620, but defer f1nal inactivation until after establishment 
of CB,Detachme.nta. (ComS82rV'p8C d1sp 140107 .April to 5th Brig.) 

5-15-46 _ 	OolJl8erv:pac directs Commar1anae to proceed with inactivation of 86th QB and to 

activate aBDet 1154 at Wake. Personnel of OB to be trans. to OBDet. 

(Oom.enp&C coD! disp 012151 Mq to Comma~s). 


So-3-46 85 Bcb iDactivated 20 .Ma.Y ( 01n(l 41ep 210020 to Commarlanae conf) 

7-8-46 - 85tfi WlJ inacttve:te4: 20-x,q. (OlnO con!. 1tB to OhIO BuDockB Serial 751-46 cit, 20 Me 


http:naotiva.te
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DA![IlII OJ'FICJlIRS g A.tJ1!RORITY-
1.J.~144 2'1 822 + 229 Bm.aS 

l Aug'44 28 818 .. 229 BNP625 &, R &I MoR 

1 Sepl44, 26, 816 -It 228 R" :BNP625 

1 Sep'44 14 544 MoR 


1 Oct'44 12 .... 14 +544 BNP625 
30 88p'44 , I!i44 ... 499 a.aap 
1 lio'9"44 1042 BNP62 Ii 
1 Deo l 44 938 BI!lP625 
1 Jan'45 .24 ~3'1 gP625 &R 


1083 BJP£a5
1 lab l 45 r 
1 Apr'45 25 104:7 MoR 

1 Ma,'45 1041. BlIP625 

1 11m'4:5 25 lO43 BIP625 All 

1 Jul.t4:5 26 1037 BlP625 8: R 

1 Aug'45 27 1004 B1iP625 8: R 

1 Sept'45 27 878 :BNP625 &: R 

1 -. 
1. Nov l 45 27 965 BNP625 & R 

1 Dec ' 45 22 713 JmP625 & R 

1 Jan '4:6 21 814 BNP625 & R 

1 Jab 46 67520 :BNP 625 & R 
1 Mar 46 16 549 ]U1P 625 8: R 

85th Oonstruction Battalion ( INACTIVATED) 
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8·5 TB N. c . B . LOG 

6 February, 1943. Following in the footsteps 

\of 84 ~ps ahead of them, 27 officers and 1,079 

.wsrea men. who had been through an initial three 

1IPI~·"inUl12· period, paraded in ceremonial reo 

aad aJao the thidt mud of Virginia, with 

'.~ oflidAlIy named the 85th U. S. Naval 

~;lh'~~!#i~ic:d()n Battalion and the battalion standard 

~tpttseltlted to the OfIicer-in.charge, Comdr. Fred

. erick C. Ray, by Comdr. A. G. Hillberg, CEC, 

,\;.USNR, who was the Military Training Officer 

. at Camps AUen and Bradford. 

8 February, 1943. Entrained for a six weeks' 

~ '~'ApetiOd of advance training at Camp Endicott, 

Davisville, R. I., after croasing the Chesapeake 

'.. ,	{SaY. from Little Creek to Cape Charles on the 

~~ed ferry, Princess Anne, with the cock
~riU)at securecL for the trip. 

.. ',9 February, 1943. Arrived at Camp Endicott 

, .~a clear, cold day and assigned to batracb. 

, The succeeding two months were filled with spe

cialized courses, including judo, commando tac

tics, chemical warfare, riBe marksmanship, ma

chine gun, long hikes and the officers and chiefs 

had a week', training under Marine Lieut. Collins. 

A fire destroyed BOQ and most of the ofJicers 

sulerUI the loss of their clothing and other per

soul elects. The worst weather in ten years was 

~encecI, with the thermometer more than 

twenty degrees below zero. A personnel inspec

tion by Capt. Rogers resulted in his comment to 

the effect that, "the 85th represented the neatest 

and cleanest battalion it has been my privilege to 

review,tI and on April 5 our Battaliott was part of 

the parade reviewed by Secretary of the Navy 

Knox, Many other experiences at this base, and 

last, but not least, the hospitality displayed by 

the people of, Rhode Island and the high times 

at the Biltmore and Narragausett and Crown 

and the Chinese Clipper and Port Arthur. 

13 April, 1943. In three sections the Battalion 

departed for Camp Holliday, Gulfport, Miss., 

with no extraordinary developments experienced 

on the trip. 

16 April, 1943. Dirty and tired from two days 

and three nights in day coaches, two sections ar· 

rived at Camp Holliday just after dawn, and 

the character and initiative of the commissary was 

evidenced by their abilio/ to furnish an ,excellent 

breakfast within an hour's time. Shortly before 

midnight, the third section of the Battalion ar

rived on the base. 

17 April, 1943. N'mety per cent of the Bat

talion, officers included, stormed the little town of 

Gulfport with leave papers in hand and the de

termination to be the first aboard any train head. 

ing in the direction of home, Cluiing the city 

fathers no· little consternation and a call to the 

Camp for reserves to quell the near riot.' Eventu

any suBiaent trains, busses and taxis were called 

into service and the town receded to its customary 

quiet tempo, but not without a deep and lasting 

recollection of the 85th. 

1 May, 1943. Again in three sections, the 

Battalion embarIced on a five-day train trip to 

• 

-



· Camp Rousseau, Port Hueneme, Calif., which 

proved uneventful, except for one man who de.

barked, leaving the train for parts unknown, and 

another who was taken off in New Mexico with 

an attack of appendicitis. One section arrived in 

camp nearly a full day ahead of the rest of the 

others and did much toward getting living con· 

ditions in hand for the balance of the Battalion 

which arrived after midnight. 

6 May, 1943. At Camp Rousseau, the remain· 

log 10 per cent of the Battalion took their em

barkation leaves, while those staying aboard re

ceived an issue of carbines, foul weather gear, gas 

masks, etc. Company uB" was detached to form 

the separate '09th BMU under command of 

Lieut. Neidelmann, and the last two days in camp 

found the men restricted to the battalion area. 

20 May, 19+3. Camp Rousseau was left with 

a .degree of mixed feelings, for it represented the 

last permanent residence in this country, and what 

the future held in store was as yet a mystery. 

Again the train trip was without incident, with the 

exception of another man who decided the scenic 

beauties of Oregon were irresistible and decamped 

without tho~t of the consequences. 

22 May, 1943. Early inorning found the 

!;3attalion within the confines of the inner harbor 

of Seattle. Following a box lunch for breakfast, 

and before noon, all were safely quartered in the 

holds of the U. S. S. Chaumont. Space was. 

utilized to the nth degree, and probably for the 

first time in their lives, those from Texas could 

sympathize with the steers they'd herded into cattle 

cars in years gone by. Even the 0Him:s were some

what dUtuayed by~ cramped space in their 

state~. 

23 ~y, 1943. One-half the 13attalion was 

granted liberty until ~t, with word to the 

shore patrol to pass men in undress· blues and GI 

shoes-a sight which toole: Seattle slightly by sur

prise. Those involved enjoyed ~ release and 

were loud in their praise of the city's virtues and 

beauty, which did in no manner acid to the pleas
" 

ure of the rest of the men when informed that 

lrberty for them had been caACelIed. 

25 May, 1943. At 0900 the Chtmmont slipped 

from her dock and headed out through Puget 

Sound, with a short stop for lifeboat drill and then 

later in -the day, target practice with the three

inchers, creating a wave of excitemeQt for the men. 

The rest of the trip was without incident, except 

for the USO performances, the anti-aircraft prac

tice with 'the ship's Oerlikons, and ~ sight of the 

6rst whale. Unforgettable was the almost con

tinuous chow-line, eating below decks without 

benefit of .seats, and the ship's MAA who so con

siderately Jcept his voice to only a bellow when 

calling ~ess detail in the early moming hours. " 

30 May!1943. The afternoon found the ship 

at an increased tempo of rolling. pitching and 

buddng, much like a ustive horse fighting the bit. 

As the hours passed an occasional glimpse of 

jagged rock, marking the coastline,; was discerned 

through the deep fog, and about 1930 the quiet 

waters of Dutch Harbor were entered. By 2000 

the ship had been docked, with the ttansfer of men 

and personal gear begun immediately. It must 

have been at this particular m~t, that the 



scuttlebutt of the Battalion's being home by Christ. 

mas, was started. 

1 June, 1943. The big taslc of understanding 

the operations of the base and assigning the men 

'job$was begun, and it was a week or more 

;',ble:tore the' Batbdion hit its full stride as a working 

lnC<iUlWIlUC; permanent quarters were estab


il",;,'IIl!llll!O for, the men and improvements in living con· 


sanitar:y ,facilities completed as fast as 


possible. 

13 June, 1943. The first casualty of the Bat

i', ;,~n cast its sombre shadow over the men, with 
" 
'the death of John Q. Green, while in the line of 

Emotions were released somewhat by the 

~~(a~ and generous contribution to a fund for 

~"bO'''''~Ofl' and three children. 

.' ' a short illness, was reported. Again 

"the men responded freely in contributing for the 

21 June, 1943. Our first practice alert began 

at 0430, with several hours spent in the wet, cold 

and muddy fox-holes. Realistic and impres. 

sive with the planes taking of the field to inter

.apt enemy bombers, the chemical machines bekh.. 

ing artiDcial fog and the light touch of tear ga.s 

."'~was sprayed about the fox-holes. 
.-;' 

...	' ... July, 1943. It was recalled that this day was 

Leins celebrated in the States, with surcease from 

work, picnics and other social gatherings. No such 

luck on Island X. 

7 August, 1943. The first of a series of per

sonnel inspections was held by the Base Com. 

mandant, Captain C. W. Crawford, with half the 

Battalion participating. 

20 August; 1943. Lt. Comdr. Frederick C. 

Ray was advised of his appointment to that of 

Commander, and Lieut. Thomas J. Lewis was 

infonned of his appointment to Lieutenant Com

mander. 

8 September, 1943. Experienced the first willi. 

waw of the season, finding it not nearly as bad as 

pictured. Some slight damage to living quarters 

and other buildings. 

25 October, 1943. Commander Ray was trans.. 

ferred from the Battalion, and Lt. Comdr. T. J. 
Lewis appointed OfIicer-in-Charge. 

27 October, 1943. Reveille changed from 0500 

to 0600 andcho,,! from 0515 to 0615; heartily 

welcomed by all concerned. 

1 November, 1943. Two hundred sixty men,. 

under the direction of four officers, with Lieut 

Julian R. Fleischmann as Officer-in-Charge, were 

taken aboard and installed as Company «tB" of 

!the 85th. 

11 November. 1943. A day of celebration in 

the States, b ...t just another work-day in the Alm

tians• 

12l'jovember, 1943. Lieut. W. E. Pantle was 

assigned the position of Executive Officer, and. 

Ensign R. H. Kemter arrived to assume the duties 

of Lieutenant (jg) Hartje who was detached from 

the Battalion for return to the States. 

18 November, 1943. An alert which lasted two 

hours, with all men in fox-holes. 

25 November, 1943. Thanksgiving Day and 

the Navy furnished a bountiful dinner, supple

5 
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~ented by candy, cigarettes and cigars from the 

W dfare Fund. Work as usual 

i December, 1943. Pearl Harbor Day with 

War Bonds purchased, exceeding the quota by 66 

per cent. 

22 December, 1943. A crew of 22 men direct 

from the States, was received aboard. 

25 December, 1943. Christmas Day. For the 

majority, it being the first away from home. Work 

was secured and a special dinner furnished by the 

commissary, with smokes and candy from welfare. 

A theatre had been commandeered and a special 

program given the men, including presentation of 

War Bonds as prizes. 

1 January, 1944. Work was secured for the 

day, with another special dinner and the distribu

tion of Red Cross parcels, which had been sched. 

uled for Christmas, but delayed en route. 

I March, 1944. Two hundred thirty.two men 

under Lt. J. R. Fleischmann and three junior of. 

ficers were detached and embarked for completion 

of a job far to-the west. 

10 April, 1944. Ensign C. I. Coy was taken 

aboard to replace Lt. (jg) Fay who was detached 
for new duties in the States. 

15 April, 1944. The third fatality of the 

Battalion occurred when James W. Munsey, Jr., 
was accidentally killed, while in the line of duty. 

30 May, 1944. The anniversary of our first 

year on Island X was commemorated with work 

secured at 1130, a special dinner and a softball 

game in the afternoon. 

21 June, 1944. Physical fitness program. be
gun, with calisthenics, drill and hikes, which 
brought on many sore and aching muscles, follow

ing the softening process of the winter. 

4 July, 1944. Work secured and drill teams 

participated in competitive exlUbitioDs, with a ueld 

day of sports, and an eleven-card prize :6ght com

pleting the day. 

30 August, 1944. That long-awaited day final

ly arrived, and half the Battalion embarked for a 

nine-day cruise on the Carl Sthur:c to the States, 

leaving the <1::ey" men in possession ,of the island. 

An uneventful trip, except for several days of ex

ceptionally rotlgh weather, which was soon for

gotten. But the one moment that shall forever 

remain ~ the memory of the men, was the first 

view of the Golden Gate Bridge. Never has a-
scene made a more profound impression. 

] October, 1944. The more than 500 ttkey" 

men who'd been held over on Island X, finally 

had their desires fulfilled, when the Schurz. docked 

and they were allowed to go aboard. Their nine

day cruise was also without incid~t, except that 

rougher water was encountered. they too have 

an indelible picture of the Golden Gate, which to_ 

many is as symbolic of home as the Statue of 

Liberty in New York Harbor. 

'The cruse ended with a fitting. commendation 

from the Commander of the Base, Lannie Conn,, 
which is in part quoted: 

,'The officers and enlisted men of the 85th 

Naval Construction Battalion have established an 

outstanding record in the discharge of their many 

and varied assignments. 'The Battalion has dis

played exceptional industry, initiative, and judg

ment at all times, evincing complete loyalty and 

cooperation. 

"On the termination of the Battalion's tenure 

of duty', the Commander, NOB. commends each 
officer and man for a job well done." 

:6 



THE 85TH IN THE NEW HEBRIDES 


On Ow lIIorning of Mnl'c~h 6, 1945, tllI'R:-llh 

F, N, Xnwd COII!<ttllCtioll Battalion ('lIIhnrhfl 

fUl' ill' l'l'l'OIlI\ 101/[' of duty from Pori litH'

II('IIH', ('nlii'ornift, nhoard the S, :4, KPllhll~l" 

bouml VOl' 11 df\stilmtioll unknmnl hut ('.<'rtn illiS 

higlJl~' I'lfWNllated. rrhe troopship. ;jnlllllH'cI 

with pc\'8011\I{"1 rall into rOllgh 1i'\'1l1i' 011 till' 

liJ'!ilt Hight out. '['his ("lrried with it the IIsunl 

{'On8(>qll(>J\(~(·iI. AI'l the voyage r"'()g),('~i<p(l. 

1l00\'el'\'J', tl\(' IHlIll"f'ntNI ff'eling suhl"icl..:< al111 

thl' .lailr Illlltl(, Ill' thf' <'how linc hC'h'n II , 

.\fh-r III'arly 14 days Oll the higll flfms, tll(l 

l'\('nhlll'l-I tlrriwtl ill the Xmv H(~l)rjcll)s at HI(! 

IIUtill lslml!l or J<:i<piritll Santo. Dl·burkatioll 

of HII' mf'1l was ('(lIlllnenced ns SOOIl HI> pm;

~ihle, '),he cool (lrizding rain that fell <lm'

jng the land operations s{Jellled tefn~shillg to 

nil or the (:l'alllped and weary men who IlIlcl 

~pent days in the sweltering eqlUttOl'itll Rl1Il, 

IllIlIIeclillh'ly after de8-cell(\ illg tlle ~n IIgphwk, 

II trtwk ('(l\1\'oY tl'UlI/otport('(l tile new nrrh'uls 

to 1111.' 85th (:UJllP UI'('fi, 

B.·fo rl' Uw lIlell eould stop to im'nstigntC' 

the tt'lIJ)i(~t\J island wi tit uII itR, then, novel Itp

pearnnoos, tho hattalion started on its Itl:l

~ignllumt. .\ t the fir~t lUuster, the job as

signed to the battalion was expluin(.1(l to th{~ 

\11('11 unci the lIceeSSlll'Y plnns that were fornIu

In tNI '\\'Pl'\! put into operatioll. 'PIu' pel'SOlllle] 

:-:Inff net!'ll pl'omplly by getting aJl recol'dF; in 

01'\11'1' 1It1l] ~(.IN,tin~ tlw rigllt men fe>t' the right 

joh. 

'1'1w lIIain joh assigned to thf~ l)a Halion 

eOllsistf'd of dClllohilization of existing fa· 

CJUth,s alld minor bUSt! mainten:1llcf' work. 

Tank in 1"1IIl'. :1 (lQ'dO(~k and several 'lamp nrNlS 

I\'PI'f' r:li'c'cl Ilnd {,I':df'(l for Ul'le els,~wlwn', 

'rite (,lima\(' was mildest at tlH~ time 01' the 

hllttalioll's 10l[r or duty there. However, it 

\\':1:0: I'llI' i'rolll idpal ut tilues and th~ work nc

('()lllplished ('ollsiderill~ Slid, con<li (ions. WHI'; 

W(WUIY of pl'llise, 

MIIIIY hnpol'hmt c:yents took plal'c dul"illg 

th{! f;ix lIlollth~ that elapsed ",hill! tlw S;Hh 

\\'Ulol nil l·~gpil'jtl1 :4unto--lIotnhly the victory ill 

Jf;IIf'Opn 1111(1 the'll nt last tl\(' lUOIlWlltOllS IImrs 

Of the· capitulatioll of .Tu}Jan. At the war's 

eml, the work u t Espil'it u 8(\1110 WHS 1Iear 

ol\oll~h eOllll'll~h~<l to 1ll0'l1' 011 10 anotlll'l' as· 

sigllllltmt. This lIew tllf-lk tlll'llNI ont to be 

Ow ('Imstrudinn of N;n-ul .\il' Base 'Ynke. So 

it WIlf' tTwt tile tirst of the foUl' l:Ihips tnl.Os

fl·rring lIlP haHn lion PCI'SOllllcl depuJ't('d from 

the shOl'.'s or :-Iallto on 12 8cptmnl.nr, 1945. 

http:8cptmnl.nr


THE 85TH ARRIVES AT WAKE ISLAND 


Tho 85th U. S, Naval COlli'll nwtioll BIl t

talion Ill'rin!d al.. ,rake Island ill thp Plldy 

pnrt of Odoher to partake in thfl rl'PolIl'1 nl{'

tion of 1111 TslmJ(l whose bloody rlpj'('lIfo:p Ill' 1\ 

gnllnlit hmul of Marines in De('l'lIIlwr. 1941. 

will go c10\\'n ill the annals of histOl'Y Il~ Oil(' 

or 1 hI' rine!'t dt"fenRiv(} battles of till' 1'1'('Plltly 

"ml"il war, 'I'll(' (·onrl.itiolls fmc'oullterl,.1 UpOIl 

il:- lIlTin,1 conk1 hnrdly 1w ('onsidcr('rl ellvinblf' 

dlll~ to Ill<! ('\'iclcut IIcg-led or the bland l)y tllf' 

.Japall!'~(> .lrll l'I'i1'011 thnt wag slntiOlH'(l there, 

'Phi", g-:tl'risoll, ('lit off from :til ontsid(! ~upply 

"x('ppL pm::sihly lhrongh fo1l1bmarine duumels, 

wI'rn :<Inwl~' lmt s111,..1y dying f,'om !'l.tarvntion. 

1I1l1ll1l1lritioll, dYHentel'Y, ftud IlIlUlY nth,,!, rliK

PIll'l"!'!. Tt \\'as appnI'C'lIt, thf~refol'(" that the 

hnllalioll. Ilh'(,Htly wl'akc>lwd hy dHllIohiH:ru\tion 

101'1', "ollllcl n tnl'k of trPlllendolU; pl'oj)ol'tiol1s. 

l'{ltorfly ariel' ihii arrhrnl ]u'l'C OOllllllllllf1el' 

. \ Ihm! G. Hilll)('rg, Civil Engineer Corps, U. 

N. N11 rot! H(·8f~I'V(·. l'(~plnccd tIle bnHnlions lor

111('/' I'ld)l}I(!l', Commtlmlcl' 'J'homas ,T. Lewis, 

(',vii ":Ilg'iIlN'r COl'P~, U, K Naval Ueservc, 

Il 

am1 the immellse jol) of reeonstl'llct iOIl Wl1S 

Ill'gUII, It would 1)(' impossible to name ull of 

tilt' jnh!' Ihut \\'t're unrlcrtuken during' tllH hnt

tnlion's stny ll(~re hut to thoSl' or you who 

\\'!)J'kClI on thelll w{'{·k aft!'!' wet'k, rain 01' shiue, 

it is (~ertnil1 they will not 80('11 he £orgotttm. 

Wh(~t1It>l' you worked 011 Ilw COllet'(·te em\\' or 

dl'C)n~ a \"I'h it·h· for 'l'ransportntioll or whnt· 

and ('yeJ'Y Ollf' or yon plnyed un impol'tnlll pal't 

ill {'ol1\'Ntillg 'rnl'" Island f,'om tin> Rblllnhl(~8 

t h:lt it Will' /0 tht' {'undionillg' Air B1ll'!' thn t 

it now is. OnL' Christmas holidn~- 011 WnJ{(~ 

wus hilt n sud I'PlJlillflel' of !lw happier days 

we wmn1Jy s)l!'lli at hllille alld although n lith' 

Chril4tJlllls dilllwr wnR pl'epaf(~d. to C01OIWII

~!ltt~ nt IPlIst plll"titllly ror the inconvelliclI('es 

thnt Wt!I'(' illm-jtaule, OIl"l'e wI're eel'fnill things 

/'01' which there could he 110 f>UbstitUt{l. 

0111' joh now (~OI1l11Ieted, we ('nil retlll'lI 

hUlIle kllowillg we have done OUI' utmolclt 10 

I ive up 10 Hle LJ'lIC' tradition of the ~pah('e8 

.•• H Cun no", "'Vilt Do", and "TT:lVI' Bmw". 



85th Naval Construction Battalion 

Chronology 

09 Jan 1943 

06 Feb 1943 

08 Feb 1943 
09 Feb 1943 
13 Apr 1943 
16 Apr 1943 
01 May 1943 

06 May 1943 
16 May 1943 

20 May 1943 

22 May 1943 
25 May 1943 

30 May 1943 
01 Nov 1943 
07 Mar 1944 
31 Aug 1944 
31 Aug 1944 
09 Sept 1944 
01 Oct 1944 
11 Oct 1944 

22 Jan 1945 

23 Jan 1945 
27 Jan 1945 
30 Jan 1945 
14 Feb 1945 

15 Feb 1945 

06 Mar 1945 

Battalion fonned at NCTC, Norfolk, Va., 1083 men and 26 

officers. 

Battalion commissioned at NCTC, Norfolk, Va., 1083 men and 

26 officers. 

Transferred to NCTC, Davisville, R.I., 1083 men and 26 officers. 

Arrived at NCTC, Davisville, R.I. 

Departed NCTC, Davisville, R.I., 1068 men and 26 officers. 

Arrived ABD, Gulfport, Miss. 

Departed ABD, Gulfport, Miss. for ABO, Port Hueneme, 

California, 1062 men and 26 officers. 

Arrived at ABO, Port Hueneme, California. 

Company B detached, forming 509 CBMU, 250 men and 4 

officers. 

Departed ABD, Port Hueneme, California, for Seattle, 

Washington, 812 men and 22 officers. 

Arrived, Seattle, Washington. 

Departed Seattle, Washington, for overseas, 810 men and 22 

officers. 

Arrived Dutch Harbor, Alaska. 

CBMU 508 attached to Battalion at Company B. 

Detachment sent to Attu, Alaska, 234 men and 4 officers. 

Detachment at Attu rejoined the Battalion at Dutch Harbor. 

First Echelon sailed from U.S., 500 men and 11 officers. 

First Echelon arrived CBRD, Camp Parks, California. 

Second Echelon sailed for U.S., 544 men and 14 officers. 

Second Echelon arrived CBRD, Camp Parks, California. 


Second Tour of Duty 

Departed CBRD, Camp Parks, California, 1083 men and 25 

officers. 

Arrived ABD, Port Hueneme, California. 

Detachment sent to Coronado, California, 89 men and 10 officers. 

Detachment sent to Thennal, California, 209 men and 4 officers. 

Detachment returned from Thennal, California, joining Battalion 

at Port Hueneme, California. 

Detachment returned from Coronado, California, joining 

Battalion at Port Hueneme, California. 

Departed ABD, Port Hueneme, California, for overseas, 1063 

men and 25 officers. 
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19 Mar 1945 Arrived Espiritu Santo, New Hebrides. 
18 June 1945 Still located at Espiritu Santo, New Hebrides. 

2 




C.O-N-F-I-D-li.:-N-'.i.'-I-A-1 

ITINEMRY OF 'i'HE 85'l'H NAVAL CONSTRUC'l'IO~1 B!'l"l'ALION 

9 Jan. 1943 

6 Feb. 1943 

8 Feb. 1943 

9 Feb. 1943 

13 Apr. 1943 

.16 Apr. 1943 

1 May 1943 

6 1.1ay1943 

16 May 1943 

20 nay 1943 

22 lIa.y 1943 

2.5 May 1943 

.30 May 1943 

1 Nov. 1943 

7 Ma:rch1944 

31 Aug. 1944 

31 Aug. 1944 

9 Sept. 1')44 

1 Oct. 19'-4 

11 Oct. 1944 

22 Jan. 1945 

2.3 Jatl. 1945 

27 Jan. . 1945 

.30 Jan. 194.5 

14 Feb. 1945 

15 Feb. 1945 

6 L:arch 194.5 . 

Battalion formed at NCTe: rlori'olk, Va., 1083 Men and 26 Officer.,_ 


Battalion commissioned at NeTC, IJ"orfolk, Va., 1003 Men and 26 

Officers. . 

Transferred to l~CJ:C, Davisville, R. I., 1083 !.ien and 26 Officers. 


Arrived at NeTC, Davisville, R. I. 


Departed NC'rC, DaVisville, R. I., 1068 Men and 26 Officers. 


Arrived .ABD, Guli'port, Miss. 


Departed ABD, Gulfport, nasa. for ABO, Port Huene~e, Calif., 

1062 Men and 26 Officers. 

l\rrived at l~D, Port Huene~e, Calif. 


Coapany 13 detached, forming 509 CBrru., 250 LIen and 4 Officers. 


Departed ABD, Port Hueneme, Calif., for Seattle, Wash., 812 !:Jen 

and 22 Offioers. '1'0 J: 

Arrived, Sea.ttle,· Washington. 


Departed Sea.ttle, !flash., for overseas, 

Arrived Dutch Harbor, Alaska • 
.... ~.... 

CB~ill 508 attached to Battalion at Company B. 
~~ 

Detachlnant sent to Attu, Alaska, 234 ~:en ~d 4 Offic-9rs .• 

. . ~~~. 


Detac~ent at Attu rejoined the Battalion at Dutch~~rbor. 
-;:.sc· .-""" 

First Echelon sailed fro:\ U. S., ;00 Men and 11 Officers. 

First Echelon arrived CBF.D, camp Parks, Ca.1ifornia. 

Second Echelon sailed for U.S., 544 Men and 14 Officers. 

SecorA Echelon arrived CBP~, Camp Parks, California. 

SECOND TOUR OF DUTY 

Departed CBRD, Camp Parks, Cdifornia, 1083 :.len and 25 Officers. 

Arrived ABD, Port Hueneme, California. 

Detachment Bent to Coronado, Calif., 4$9 ~en and 10 Officers• 

Detacb.:;:",?-t retu::nsd from l'herJ:'..!l.l, Calif., joining :3attalion at 

Port Sueneree, Calif. 

Detachr.:ent returned from Coronado, Calif., .joining Battalion at 

Port Huenema, Calif. 

Departed J..BD, Port HueneIls, Calif., tel' ove"sGas~ l06.3 1.!tln and 

25 Offio9r.s. 


19 l!e.rch 1945 Arrived Espiritu Sa.l'lto, ~re':7 Hebrides. 

18 June 1945 Still lo~ated at Espiritu Santo, New Hebrides. 

EnoloS"-l!'e 1. -:---

USN Seabee Museum
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