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19t ¥mherkation 2nd Amboriation

T - Norfole~ NOTIC - Davisville
ABD . - Gulfport : ABD - Hueneme
Ready Date-<” 18 Apri43 ,q 4,44 % Ready Dote- 1 Nov'44
Iizg ABD - 1lst Wave - 21 M#y*43; 2nd Wave 14 Jun'43 Left ASD - 27 Dec'44

ation - : Locrtl -

o Trinidadiw _ ocrtion m
N IIOG' . .

4-24-43 - 1st Echelon of 88rd moving from ABD Gfpt. to 2nd Provisional Battalion Chelmette
S1ip, Jackson Barracks area, New Orleans, La. 29 Apr'43 consisting of 14 off.
and 540 men. S.D. - 23 Apr. '

6-25~43 - 2nd Behelon, cousisting of 9 off. and 597 men, left ABD Gulfpart 14 Jun'43.

7«93-43 - 1 Jul'43 report of 83rd CB - 1st Bchelon arrived Trinidad 21 May'43, took over
function of contractor 1 Jul'43., 2nd Echelon arrived last week in June,

Ba 6-44 -~ 1 Apr'44 report of 1llth Reg. - 83rd OB is scheduled to leave for a new assignment
to a new area about 15 May'44 by orders of ONO. .

5-29-44 - 1 May'44 report of 83rd CB - This batt has a large detmil on the Dredge Indianma.

6= 9~44 - 27 May'44 report of SHydx€8xx 11th Reg. - 25 men assigned temp. to Roosevelt Rd.,

P.R. 83rd will leave shortly and some enl. men have volunteered fur duty with
QBMU 559, . ;

6-13-44 - B3rd OB arrived Davisville 5§ Jun'44., 31 off. and 949 men, {WEK)
10-25-44 - 83rd OB, with 28 gff. end 1025 men, arrived Parks from Davisville 20 Qct'44,
(2100037WX from Parks to Bupers dtd 21 Oct'44) ‘
© 11-14-44 - 83rd CB with 33 off. and 1081 men deprrted Parks for Hueneme 6 Nov'44.(P=rks

101510 TWX Nov'44 to Budocks).

83rd C.B.
12-12-44 - The B83rd OB is booked to depart 31 Dec'44. (Com 12 Sec. Disp. to Comservpac
‘ 082352 dtd 9 Dec'44) .
1-4-45 - 83rd CB departed Hueneme 27 Dec'44 destination San Pedro FFT, (Hueneme conf, disp.
to CNO 281751 dtd 29 Dec'44). ' .
2- 6-45 -~ 1 Jan'45 report of the 32nd Reg. - The 83rd CB was attached to this regiment on
2 Jan'45. _
D.13-45 = 7th Brg. Sec. ltr Ser. 0017 to 0inC 83rd CB dtd 25 Jan'45 - ordered to procead on

ships to a verbally designated place in the Pacific =rea. Upon arrival to report
to the 32nd Reg. for duty.

2-17-45 —- The B3rd CB is aveilable from Pearl for assignment to Semar.(CNO Sec. ltr to ¢
distribution list Ser. 0039230 dtd 3 Feb'45). V

9-13-45 =-= Comserv7flt desires to 1ift the 83rd CB from Pearl in Feb or early Mar'45,(Comserv
7£1t Sec. disp 061001 to Com7flt dtd 8 Feb'45),

5.17-45 —- The B83rd CB 1s located at Pearl Hbr.(Com 14 Sec, disp to CkO 081016 Feb'46).

2-26-45 - 1 Feb'45 report of the 32nd Reg. - The 83rd CB received 58 ratings in exchange for
47 geamen.

2-26-45 - 1 Feb'45 report of the 83rd CB - locsted with HANCB end 32nd Reg.
3-20-45 - The 30th and 83rd OB's, 33rd Beg and 2nd Brgz cargo is to be lifted ETD 17 Mar'45
from Pearl to Samar. {Cincpoa P. Sec Disp to ONO 180241 Mar'45)
4-9-45 - Personnel and equip. of 83rd CB ETD 29 Mar'45. (Cincpoa Pearl Sec Disp to CNO
310153 Mar'45) ‘ |
4-25-45 - 83rd OB included in 1ist of units deleted from 14ND. (Coml4 Sec Airmallgram NCR
13634 to CNO dtd 10 Apr'4f)
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Location - Leyte-Samar 83rd C.B.
' 4-30-45 - Comserfor7flt Sec Rep of 1 Apr'45 shows the 83rd CB ordered from P.H. to Leyte-
L Samar area,
5- 1-45 - 83rd OB enroute Samar from P.H, as of 1 Apr'45. (Dirpacdocks P Sec Rep of 1 Apr)

5~1-46 - 1 Apr'45 report of 83rd CB = During month of Mar'48 83rd CB was secured & enroute
to Advance Base.

5-4-46 = 1 Apr'45 report of 32nd Reg, - BSrd CB embarked from Pearl Harbor on 28 !lar'45
mtc %o Saamar,

5-7-45 = 1 Mar'45 report of 83rd CB - location not given. Secured on 31 Jan'45, End. by
32nd Reg & 7th Brigade.
5~ 8-45 - The 83rd CB is located at Samar. (Dirpaedocks S.F. Sec Rep of 15 Apr'45)
5- 9-45 - The 83rd CB reported to the 32nd Reg. on.22 Apr'45. (0inC 32nd Reg. Sec Ltr Ser
008 dtd 22 Apr'45 to Oinc 83rd CB (3rd end to 7th CB sec 1tr Ser 0017 of 25 Jm )
5-11-45 = 1 May'45 report of 83rd (B -~ Bmbarked 37 Mar'45 at Pearl Harbor. From the 19%h
to the 26th Apr'45 disembarked at present site and prepared temp camp. Routed vig

 5-17-45 ~ 1 Mar'4s report of 32nd Reg - As of 1 Mar'4b thn 32nd Reg was comprised of 433!;
83rd & 99th CPs.

6-25-45 - 1 June'45 report of the 83rd OB - located at Leyte-Samar. Report via 34th Reg

1 Yul'45 report of the 83rd CB - located in Samar area. Report via 34th Reg &

§ 7-27-45 -~ The &Brd CB is attached to the 34th Reg end 7th Brg. Located at Guiuen, Samar,
| erééting camp site. Assisting on construction of Acorn 13. constructing bomb
i ’ . 8ir facilitien and water system. . (0CR. 7th Sa e

7-25-46 -

Lantion - LeybemSemar - Tangku, China

83rd C.By

8-13-45 -~ The 83rd CB is assigned to the Olympic Operation. (Com?flt conf report on CB
organization in Leyte-3amar area ser 04296 dtd 26 July to CNO)
8-21~45 - %igug'45 report of the 83rd (B - located in Samar area. Report via 34th Reg & 7th
e
8-3#0-45 - OBs 82 & 96, 28thSp report to respective Gropacs when deel gnation 1s established.
. (Comservpac sec disp 280455 Aug'45 to 2nd & 7th Brigs).
~28-45 -

1 3ept'45 remort of 8&%rd CB - located at Samar area. Report via 32nd Heg. & 7th
Brig.

11-2-45 - 1 Oct'45 report of 83rd CB - location not stated. Report via 33rd Reg. & 2nd Brg.
11-28-45 - d CB to_be inactivated. Advise Comservpac when inzctivation is completed. (Fm

) sec disp 280059 Nov'45 to CG, 3rd Phibcorps). 7

Srd CB is located at Tangiu, China. 83rd CB is recommended to be inactivated by
Dec. 3lst. (C.H. Cotter's memo dtd 18 Nov'45 to ComGen, III PhibCorps).

1 Dec'45 report of 83rd CB - located at Tangku, China. 83rd YB left Samar on

37 0ct'4b & arrived at Tangku, China on 4 Hov'45.

2-6-46 ~ 83rd OB reported inmctivated since 31 Dec'45. (Comservpze 012101 Feb'4é disp to
BuPersj.

1-3-46

1-29-48 -

IHACTIVATAD



- DATH
27 May'44
21 Jul'44
1 Novi44
1 Jant4b
1 Fad'45
1 Mart45
1 ipr'45
1 May'45
1 Juyn'4s
1 Jul'4s
1 Aug'45
1 Sept'45
1 Get'4b
1 Nov'45

1 Dec'4ds
1 Jan'4s

ON BOARD

QFFICERS  MEN
984
21 ~
1081
1086
31 1075
1048
1042
3 . 1038
32 1026
30 - 1000
21 966
30 848
26 998
36
35
29 998

83rd Construction Battalion (INACTIVAYED)

1 Aug'4q

ON BoAmD
OFFICERS MEN

AUTHORITY

MoR
R

BNP625

BNP625

'BEP625 & MoR

ENF625 & MoR
BEP628
BNP#25 & R
BNP625 & R
BNPG25 & R
BNP625 & R

. BNPE26 & R

BNP625 & R
R
R
BNP625 & R

AUTHORITY
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The Gulfport

Jaunt

Tre order came to lny out our gear ont
iha bunks for senbag inspeotion. We were
alast to shove off. Nobody was sore
about that. Most of he men in the
bottedion had been in Camp Bradlord
for more than two mwnbhs and some of
the roys from carler uwnits had bwen
there alnee November or before, It was
now Muarch, the Lith

The idea of bag inspection wea an op-
timistle note since there was always the
problec: of & complete outdit of
equipment at B . Rven when they
Tad the gear, they zepmed 0 be abke
to oobjire up o Puaniber of ressons for
not feuing It to you. Dt the wribter
personaily fiirt with puorumonis ; spend
Christmas Day in ack day snd then gti
an order fram the Medical Deparimont
for ihe issue of a pen-coat {overcost,
folks)? Indeed "he did,

Tew retained a Myvarable lmpression
of the Stale of Virginia Ik geheral
Norfolk and Camp Besdlord ln partioo-
Jar. Strange. ton, since soime of the Mig-
gest men in oUr poUftry’s history either
were born fn Virginia or choss to lve
there, Maybe it just didnt help your
memory {0 live Lhrou,h the snow, #loet
raln, mud, ew. with » tenl for & home
‘and an outside latrine) with no heat
for your showers, i you were crazy
enongh to want to take one.

Detadls for depatidre were compbleted.
tye men were mnustered, (Every few
minutes.) Al presenl and accouuted for,
we finally embarked In triucks whick
drove u3 A few wiles to o rallway siding,
where we transferred Lo day cosches,
The whistie tooted and we wers of. It
ditint happen quite thet fast an all was
done f good old Wrsditionsd Navy siyle.
We dkin't know where we were going
and didn% earn, Ary change was boond

justing caleulations,
It & good trick, you showld

Boanehody must have set the “governor™
for 26 miles un hour, We ssemed to chug
slong st & wurtie's pace. BUl we werg a
happy gang: ylsd becouse wo wers

the quist tempo of the eounisy
8 we through ths O
There wus plenty of chitter shoard
ahout subjoct one could

shouting  Alstance

bureas, be hs
tark, while, male or temnle, " Whars
e we Y " What town i this [ “What
sinte s i What rallroad are we
o T Whal du you do for e Jiving 7
“Huw i the wor golng ¥" These wers
someg of the questions theb were shot st
fhe puor clvillans.

We siopped for water ai g Nttle town

fect and he wag modelling the Iatest
creation in s “svol sUL™ Ty WAK & pale
tite in eolor, ‘The coat was form Siting
at Ve wailst from

fo hright windows.
to the extramity wg saw o Grown
hat with s very narow orosn aud 3

plenty of
what #£ was 30 §t must have boen geod
the lvod we dom't

no Bads. That, we will always remembar,
Tae aitelicn had 8 full ooniplement
aboard thut ralt. There wos o seat for
sverybody bul no bed fur anyone, so the
men buprovised beds. Several arrange-
mants were tried bot only ofie appeared
to rescmble the real McCoy. The backs
of adjuining seats were shid up and oul
of thelr auchars, the seats were adjusted
beckward wnd forward. cresting spaoes
whivh were flled by the hack and sest
cushions, By slzeping on thelr sides, six
men could si*ép, aftér a fashion, o this
rough platform. It was a good man whe
roultl beeathe fresh air and free himsell

liktle sleep nnd rest shoat mdgnt,

The follewing night it was the same
ihing a8 we werce atill sboand the train
and stili rolling, 'Wa crossed sfrough
vorner of Georgla, through Montgomery
snd Binningham, Alabems mte Miss.
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NEVER A DULL MOMENT
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“ Petty Officer of the Guord ™
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MORNING COLORS,

trackiipg Sepimyy @l gotble its mennting for them.

noggland sng afl thee he s jefl helind,

Men of the 8rd Dulialion stand at attentlon duriug the daily ralsing of the coiovs. They ara aftentive heve bul will live 1o sse the day that idly
Sturding 0 < an feosign soil. obe cleaely reslieds thet his fap and his shipmates arc 2t feotin to him of his Webyerd

L L T Ty T T Y T P T T T L LT T LT P O Y

“Rifle Range and
Return Hike™

The tnp in the ndls reoge and buck
I something sl of us wil} remscmber In
connerddon with our sdvanced  (raioing
weoeiTet CThe bartalion it into two
colickos . A g B Companiss with pars
of Hesgquarters Cempany farmed  one
group and O and 1 Companies plus the
remioder of  Headcuariers  composed
the secord.  In tius cmaner, hall of us
were ‘i hike tn the range sod e otber
unit was to peanyd the rosd op the -
wrn irip,

Upon our return fram  embarketlon
kave, C Company wits pleked men from
the other URE was sent $o the range 1o
buld additongl Werracks whke  would
provwi housing for alt of us, ‘Fhe first
marekdng goups o arrive st Lke reoge
fourd the work parly putting ihe fn-
ishing lomchey on the rough and rugeed
guartara,. When the first echelon Jeft
Lulpory they rode In convoy aRd 10 was
wose like a plezsure drive wan gy
Kiung cise canepl thay we wore our com-
fh Cress acluding narks and h@%mm
Mote of ws widl ferset hww  bucky o
v weTe who rode n the fral iruek ot
thin cimvay woen we fnally o tee

{121

conerete highway and tormed off on &
dusty gravel yosd, Clouds of dust nearly
choked Us and e MUSE neve Jooked as
tnwd we bad been througn s baitle by
the time we mrnved at Lthe backwoods
camp. Whenever & body of men is moved
it svems bat regulutions require 5 mus-
ter at the start and et the flnih, o
after Doing duly cheeled we WEre k-
sipred to barracks amd were allowsd to
woguaint  curselves  with  the  camp.
Thes didn’t take long w the plase waz
compaotly bully and a)l busioess, For
a3 we had been forluoate cuough fo
heve had modern parracks bulkdings ol
Bradford and Guifport, i was the frst
taste of rugged lde for the Bl

Plans for tive order of firing had been
made and fo: the other activities ar-
ranged for Uy s0 W obicess shifisd o
hoere sl there alimosi withoul a hitch.
Many detalls of this trip will be renem-
bPered by w4 such ag the phrases “Iit the
deck © and ~Op the doubls,” s well as
Uwwe hawicd by the Rangoe Officer,
namely, ~Losd ami lock,” “ Reudy on
the right,” * Ready on the left.” “Rendy
ofe the lirlcg line.” © Unlock pleces mnd
Bre nt wil™ Poor Wil AR thix will
iy in olr purs for some time tn come
because we were all tonse, snvhew snd
lrying to  make commendable soores
while thas humdrom clatbring ou the

smpsnum made ©t sell-nigh hmposaibie

for obe to remain palm  snd  self-
confident,

After we hoad fired, plavs called for
us to go through somme wumnsss.liks fx-
tended order drill A cowse wes lakl
out and an abjeclve had wen wot wP
Toree sels uf tergedn were along the
route wid we Webg suppossd 1 fve on
these aE we culne Up Lo them. They hsd
a nke Surpose rigged wp o7 us which
was meant to reprosent s morter shell,
penade or bomb snd a3 weo wedt
through the routine, there came a sud-
den order -~ Hiy the dexk!” We did
and about (wo spli seonndx Jater a bisst
and a roar atisok the carth betesth our
sprawied bBodics, Ve hed conw almned
abreast of a carefully placod thergy of
gynamite which wags intepded W ac-
qualnt us kn s sell way with what
oould ke éxproted In a similar advance
under acluml anermy fre. No damage
wag done vxrept that 8 few of the more
Inguisitive among us had clods of dirt
Sung i Uweir faces as a vesbll of Jor-
getting the rule of keeping the hesd
down s2 well ax the res: of the body, As
soon a5 the explosion was owr we
worked our way foroand, elternately
running and hitting the deck. Boon we
drew oor first head on Cie “enemy ™
s wo blasded away ss  Hhwiugi pmg»
bgly Jepenazis really  confronted
There wite more (han one pét of elemh
od teeth wnd grim faces In Uiose manks

PuPenBabnAN »

demk  ab 0300 thai evemifnl megn sod
procwedist to wash up, chow, don puck
and helmebs, adjust thom, faj out, Jall |

mm,au:mmmrmkm(ﬁmre

Conttnued 0% Page 56
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AN UNPLEABANT MEMORY. Muxt of us would pladly forego any [uriher

seguuiztlence with
1 4fl sdvensed trrinses.

T S L L L L L T IR P PR Y 2 T

the wrllamnember.d Otistadde Coitrse 3t Gulfport, the  bane
"Tis rrings like this Ui pus the ROL. fn soldicvg,

“Invasion”

= Phnis i i, pal”
“¥ealy, Thig 35 {87

Mouths of gpreparstion wnd sreibiog
sd gone into miking the $3rd Benboes
iosdy  for Lhis mement. The sa WAl
ceim aB the dwasnt ghorsa of our
wtjective siowly nutenialized. Palm Woees
thnged the wiest of & rige and the
hery ceels of Ru irvasion berge burned
through f shoes Canteers had  lung
sinee bBeev empiatl Sewe ol the men
nenf ameath Huge trabspart Tueks
a litde shade, Mercllegsly oo
mn ot dewr. The sea, g fow lec
tunea‘h us, ieoked vilng, Habt gave
small comfact Ho biveze relieved the
spoantas

S sk was lo steal moand mske o
ading wibnwd the asgldtauce of Newval
cibs oF aefial spetindng. Dy,  Which
ot ardy dae we engine trouble and
postly Lo grees iroops, bhad  clanged
whit wes to have been o dawn invesion
Jerr p eki=day lardiny, INOrees woiv pant
and tae revelry ¢f Lo first few momoenis
of the trip bad goven way o quiel,

cirained Jooks v the faces of the men
ahout me. Otw o (w0 had become sarly

and shoep dike w couple of old men who
el quarrelod,

~ Attention © (w Comsmanding Ofoer
wag peaking, © Come [ormand by plilonos
and grt your K rutlons. We'll land in
alpal thiry minules. "This may be the

Yasy foodd we'll ger for some tUme. Every-
brady eat, The waler lonks will be troken
st and evsrrone nust 1 hiy canteend,
oilowing that, plotoon jeacers will Dave
therr men Qe pusi 10 vecetve  thelr
ounds o, apumunition, Thate all Jor
. vour pladoun lest, Peckham, lhen
Whietnan's thes ovid, Withams, followed
wy Wolte ¥ and (irahoam's”

Kever Dad food <BRe D eem fo dry
pufl tacteteay T By othe ko the srlp ol
Iowe et T eslabIER
4 oanll ke off our
tad Bcen ottended to
temuened 1w Piateen
e §oders were calied for
£ .nss gutass,  BE ot wAd
tralght forward for thirty yards
i ,,awb, wid awnl the sevond wave,
fhem oo M te A point abowy fve
hundn-g vards indand and sait lex in-
Aricdtrs Runnss would centect us

{161

sow, Ait d-’*a&L
Mo “91»

» . sennss

Kuch squad lesder talled hix Seowts
wmd passed on ingtruciions. Soouty oarTy
no freanns, e wnldmgmytm(atlen
w shuor xad expose onr poattion to
cuimy ; wiso W keep him umnnwhered
as he steals feward to dEcovyr (Be
wherestioids of enemy patrols sid for-
mations. I takes o Jot of nerve W be a
squatt yoout,

Toe nose of the bawre ground fo au
enrapt stop. The great ondezale was let
down 1o form & draw-beidge. Bulldoeer
wotors sprang inbe 1ife with s roar. Water
ﬁlter cqummmt > mpplles

15, hine gun
NL officers shanting orders—alt m*,
ont 4t ohwe. Amid this beflian of aclivity,
squad after sgied jetped jnto the weist.
depp surf and moved forward inta their
vokirions My sgusd drove swiftly acrosy
the beach i 8 Win line and biv tbe
deck just shord of the crest of the first
dunt. HBeout Vacich moved ahend alone.
when he wag iwo hundred verde beyund
us be ve the sigunl to pdvance. The
seectd wave 9f Hrodhs wes alveady ag our
heels as we rig-2aghed unother hundred
yards and soughi €over once more,

The seout moved up agein. AL his
sigmt we Tollowed and five huniced yurds
fram the water, we burrowed ln. Abesd
was the tall pyexs. At any moment the
enemy might be sighted aond ibe batile
would e on We experienced 2ificolly
ir kpeping sand ont of thie boll mechnniim
of oiir rifies. Pantity end swetiing we
strained our eyes for Lhe slightest move-
raent abead of us A rubigr cvawled up
beside w5,

~ ¥ou sre do drive stradght alwad to

ihe other skde of the sland,” hewms'-
pered " Taen awing to your kft in an
encireling  movement. it contact
with the squids on your right and Jeft
thrugh sour runner. Keep thesy in
subr mnd move up Wgethor a5 elosely
oy powiie”

Thert began & steady diive rorwsed
1 trnld wre Vieieich, alresdy wakit deep I
swamp P three nours wo waded scress
thdy morass On my Tight, ypactd ab sbout
ten verds were Snow, Tomerlin, and
Bradley. Om my left were Intrilzas,
Reddle, CGacel, and Cempbell 24 my ride
was sur  runuer, Leorsardo,  Snakes,
fienrds, oud var ini
Aivided our attention with fbe possiifie
ememy ahead. AV one  point,
sareying his rifle chest hixlu uﬁd&ly
weok out of sight beneath the mrxky

'mnemmmmmmxm
w.mwmamm
mr.lmsamﬂmm

tmmanthelcﬁm#wamemwt
aw of him, He eame 8y completely
loss from us 8% we were irom the rest
of tue Jorce, Trentwally, we . buke
mughwmocaanonm!arm
of e islang, Our eantoens had been
amptied Tohg Ago wnd “ Waler, water,
everywhere and nor n drop (o dvink”
Poemmne more than 3 lne Irom 6 poest
10 un, Acmemingmmmmw
alt

A few momprts were laken lo wash
B (ke gur! -wWiveh wa avcosuplichod by
the simple ekpedient of wading out
wubst-desp. —clothes snd i, Once conled
off wo resumed our drive, BWinging
the left. ptont & mie, we cume Bpon &
Gisaly outlined traft leading inlend fo-
ward the canter of the istand. Wo denided
o follow 1his, Tater, phee sgulu on the
wlert, we Deartl the barking of s ng—
two 305 nwhoiepacxo!dﬁgx.qmnkly
we made a decision, We Tmd (& Ond our
battalich, W' Bad t have water and
tond, We would move Up, aidl If oeotasary,
atlack, We mukln‘t o un mach further,

Aftar & long time we broke intn a
cloncing. Belove LY wlovd row aftel yow
of doy tennels, Dogs of ceery sing, shape.
b Wreed hod Deard uy il were witehe
ing through kennel wire as we approsobied.
mwmymmto.;i;ﬁm

his hands. Rabukedutmwdgrmmd

“ 11, fellows,” he wald.
“Wheie are we 27 T asked.

The Untted Staies Army Dog Traln-
Ing Camp.” W replisd,

Owr lnvasion of “Cat Ialsod ™ wss
pver !

-~ Yod Grakam.

mnwmmmb&mhm ,Sir,_
Wl 3R et aisd the cave

m»mmmm atrxzmqun

o wers tired, s’

e'rcmwandwmhum(an&,
we're’ just as tired a8 ¥

Dld mwwﬂga onhok ‘and climb -

mmttwm;):am > you'd Lave

guny  were circiing overbead E
mmieemzrmmnmﬂmmm

Aad Imd you coukdn’t mave, the' you
warenyt hur? at al

And feel 50 darned relleved that you'd
*matthm‘ewdmwl’

Kinel | that food swan ghuts,
m&fimtgmubmm%
TU's a hemesick honger, Mister, snd i

digs pround

And IV get you tn ivs clatehes, and
there ain't no place to hide,

Were ermmmm

Buk e mwmmm
Wgﬁ:\d

rind thut makek sweal ton,
Bm:tmlmdtmtdmoa:wcm‘m
yon even rurse the sun?

Wore you ever wealy, Mieter, 1 mean én'
thrent.

you 3
Whet sour foet ain’t gol no fealing, and
sour legs don’t want lo go T

Bmwtzkvtpa-mmwuunw%
wour life we do,

&nd et me tell you, Mister, wgcx:mt
the same of you!

Written by ar sminown Séadec of aw
5316 Botialion,

f?m& L

aEyrserrEEssEER RNl ATRESKRRR NSO NN

Ps

mormmvm&m mwummmaxm the walkes,
ing Teonp that marked e H2ish lne of tpugh Course A Bome of the boys sre sl

taking this st hurdle and from their

wour expressions, they've had plenty

i
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The Trip Over

owan cate o AprEl 13, wik we re~
apaved police In Gulfport Ul wo owere
doe 1o keve tae USA, Each of uw bed
Levn ssvaed @ cardize, o combri helmet,
siichler helll exira fleld shoes, coveralls
ant Leld prek with mesgkit, canrteen and
ammunicon belt,

Our hailshon wes dvided In half, ofie
group was 1o jeove unmediately and the
othry was o follow leier. Compeuivs A
and # plos halr of Hesdguuricrs Com-
pany made up the First Dchelon, whuh
made preparations for departure.

wie boardsd o train and journeyed to
our purt of embarkation Censorship still
prevente writing  too  spechiesily  abouwt
certain Wblogs D Bw wour et won yet.

The officsrs uicknumod thelr guarivons
= ne Giraed Fotel” There waz nothing
prand sbous tbain bur they were ade-
guaic, The hareacks, mese Nall, canteen
W, wore el locsted on an Immense,
fong soncrele pler with  raflrord spur on
ane stte wivd 2 ship dockityg feviliyy on
tne Ane:. Many soidiers and snilury, in
AC1%0R 16 eur gTRUP. were B evidenee.
Arale oty werr lined up In riw apon
0% and marked off in sectlens. It was
s pood man who could nnd his way back
e nis axh bUNR anes he ledt {0 Por tedn
ILETT AT ad WoIrn our undress hives,
b el ks aned « ur piiles,

S ates pres o slesplng quarters,
ty e gas nscessariy a Jot of musters
Wy o Teontie needs | standig In ne

wathug lor meanon grders These packs
£ ag backs were apvihing but “lightt
We zud dicld strocs o bianlaet toflet
articles and suftioen: chunges of Hnen
and towels to lawt for the veenn Lrip

A hot aftervecn eas spent under thix
i, Althoeh the relling was higlh. the
w apparertiy nf galvanixed  boow,
weeued W hrid the heat of a hot sun and
o stifle the gir inside. The night, o, wes
& warm one. Mext moming we marchad
cay bito upen counfry and took saltinge
up exereises, Later thnt day, we boarded
aar ol Mup which bad warped In to
e pier, Bte was of s 4000 ton
capastty s of anciens vintage © 0 CRrpo
saip ennverted intn a Wwanspor. with =
reerd of many voyagee in the Curtdbean

W 4xg) M. ROTHSTEIN,
420 Ann Stresd, Easi Leasing, Mich.

Sex. We stearsed down siressm aboul a
reife and deejped ancher tor the nignt

‘The water here was & muddy groen.
Our quarters were chummy %o say the
Jeast. e gerks were lelterad A B, O
and D in order polng down, We drew L.
Deck, nf course. in the very botiom of
the vessel, many feet below the waler
Yine, Tt was not the spot coe would
aclect for & honeymoon eiite. There was
a ibeoretion] ventilating systam but it
was entircly inadequate for the lerge
number of men guartersd there, Up top-
xoe were two decks divided off into
smal] cabina, sick bay, ecbe, Here the
officers, shipe company and arced gusrd
wore quartered, These statercoms were
smuol! ;- comfortable n the dayitms but
stufly at wght, as regulations required
that all poris be closed after daric. The
following day, the conyoy bed assernided ;
we weighed anchor and gut under way.
Nothing o do now except io relax abd
om0y the erulse, 8o we thoughl, wivywey.
Byl there vs fims on our hands. "Time
for curds, emaps, rending, esling, grous-
wg snd jouking. Plenly of ecach was
practiced. We did considerable thirking,

wimt dil we think about 7 Well, first,
the AW gf sef-preservalion  suggesied
rat i u wrpedo sbould hit the hull of
the shiy near our gussters, we wruld be
caught Jike raus in s lrap, Vertwea; pipes
had been instsled frum the overhends
to the decks. Three tiers of canvas bupks
were attachied to these pipes so thal they
conld b swuny down to Hie horizontal
Seepiny position or dung o & 4 degree
anugle wren not In use, The puint was
thal we wer narked In there lighter
than sandines i their tin shelter. After
cdmbing 8 sbopery wooden companion-
way ithe only exit) we cme oul o &
razTow passage, with a sieel deck o8 unb-
PYPD A8 AR obauwle course and snother
tent ded wilh i on ¢

Teck. ¥ we torned left, a narrow pass~
sye led past the galley and into a crowd
of soldiers. If we turned right, thers
waz @ seculon of smilors Lmmedinlely a-
head of ox wud a5 we procecded toward
the bow, we passed the houd, showers
and wakh sowld snd encountered another
group of sallors frony D Deck bl closer
1o Wi bow hateh than curselves, Here

¥ P Q. BROWN
1" Ca&wnh&a Avenoe., London,

O,

Carg. W. §, HALL,
3tk fackgaw Bureel, Saw Diege. Caif.

LTIy

was snotter slippsary, wooden compeniun-
way lesding through a haich o B Deck.
Now we would be in the open alr at least,
but our vmergency or life boat station
was on A Derk up » steep narrow steel
lndder Wea reatonsd that should a tor-
pedo strike in daylight, we would prob-
ably be on deck and have s chance.
Should i swike at night, o0y an aotd-
deptal chepce would affiet us)  sinoe
lighlk b seeded [or wrpedo akmiog and
wr were well sercensd by other sbipa.
The dangerous trees, 1 , were st
twilight and ar dewn. We couki make »
break for ourselves at these tines by
remalning on deck untll deck and by
bring there before dgawn,

Orir convoy mukl buve corslsted of some
thitrly shipe, It could Dot cmsily be de-
terminied, They were armanged In s ree-
tangular patterr ; tankers. cargo vessels,
our wansport, three P.Cs and s Junboat.
The PCx are fast mnd fhsavily armed,
They coplinoed ‘o circle the entire con-
voy duriog the whole trip, The guoboat
remuiced al one side or the other of
the transport at pll tleoes. At veriows
sagen, the position of the ships in fore
martion would be aAltered but with sach
move, the gunbest sl remained at our
side. It war a comforting thing, Appav-
erd'y our ship wis considered the ost
valuatic one {u the whale eviivoy, After
ald, losl equipment and cnrge may be
replaced in relatively short Ume but tn
replace men takes & whole generation of
He snd Ras since Adaca and  Eve,
There was other protection, (oo, Ome
freighter, o Liberty ship cmrried 5 oat-
apult plane, and there was air cover oo
provided by  lud buaxed  plunes. We
ushaslly had twe or theee glanes shove us,
PBMs or PHYs; loog tistauey psbcols
ur swilt Aghters. G v & blimp
wonild bover above us for hours st 8 time.

As we woved {arther obt into denper
water the colur of the sea changed o
bing hecoming darker and darker wnul it
wRE B0 inky blue, Now and then we saw
fast swimming fish leap from the waler
aod drappear .:ls:: What » paratise
for deep zes s ! Schools of por-
polses played aboirt our vessel, leaping
and dving in fermation, reminding us
of the seals we bed scen back home in
the Zoo,

L4 12121} » - UBRARLBSETANEASERS

After two or three days owr, a skrong
treeze Kicked up. In fact onc mighl have
calied it a Dlow, Our tocieni tub, was
heading right e her, They didn't seem
to like ench other and it becwms sn
angYy acfunent to ee which ooithd olit-
lust the pther. The abip would 1aise its

mgandmmksptupina
rbythm, dexdly, monotonom and Siok-
enung. We thought that wve were in the

kelly of a huge whale sod the big fsh
was fust sbout to zive up bis Junch:
and a0 were we, Our idcas of rhythn
and tempoe hweve changed, We theught
that 15 wes bmosmitled through  the
ears 0 the bridn, but wr m, Ot B
thyough the stomach When the ow
calsed up out of water, the slomuch
rolled p wo, pinchitg of the air in the
esaphagus.  the bow actiled down
and slapped the water, Lhe siomsch alid
buck angd yelleg for ctrus frett

That brivgs uws 1o aoobher somewhat
bitter subject, ‘The Ivod wasnt At for
& dog. The gallay, scullery and mess-
kitchen wers fithy foifits : the stemwh
of them was nivwesting Civitiavs

Mummmdmncryhmn
Wa% apparent thal. Hetle buaginetion had
bien wsed in the preparation of menus.
Meat, wsunlly *goet stew, ™ wes of poor
qmli:.y fat snd insumMclently cooked as &

the worst: thing in the world for
ch&mlWWm'&ckm
Amﬂabmeofmnmmm o
salade 10t sVen 4 o0k wlaw, We did get
frosh brend mng butley each dsy, I you
BLked thal The colfee wrs mdrinhable,
eud Uhere was no alternate except water,
Three times a day it was \he typical, no
good Amey Jowa, thiek. sirony  woad
muekdy, You eotdd try 0 willt any com-
hinstion of mifx and sugnr, whh or withe
oui--but you conbdet drigk it There
wes oo milk, we oecos, 0o cweniate,

Continied o8 Fage 2

{23)
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The Trip Over

Conlinget from Page 23

knionade, orangsade. frult-Jolee, no tes,
tuil there was coffec. The dessert was
ajwiye predictable : rwn chances out ol
threa It wae Jello, The third ehouve, Whal
5 brealifasf. no deeserk wes served, W
niwbys bnew whai fruit would be there
tov bresitfust, however; i wes dried
spaests, Onee upsr 2 tme wo Hked
o and apricots Put we don’t anymore.
There was 5 terrific demand for citrus
srulls, they were eoml ggreentle ) &
#€0d  stonach settler duning u o roughy
vevager We had some lemous. erooges
and prupefruit bul not nesrly enough.
The oye worlt gonnive o teXe two ar
three orunges or weak back ina ine
Isr more frult and ‘he unfortunates at
the ead of the Yne wonld #ind $he guoka
all gone when they arived ul Lhe aange
crate

T owas sard thet e foosd and bunks
o1 ATy Araasports «of which this was
sues g been  critracted  between
tue gevernment and civilians, 1% was also
sufd tag- Uocle Saro pald 8%« per day
lor pach man's meals ¥ thot were the
trutli, then somwone or & corporation
was making a hautrome profin We were
cotseled 4y ihe thwught that large n-
come taxes would Lo bacl a portion of
thesa ll-gokien guins. We hardly thoutht
that thus motier would bear the seruring
ol » Senste investigation. The Navy
feeas Its men handsomely on sume 72¢
per day. Tt is poad quality lood of great
ratfety and the grratest dunmecr fg in
anjoyine same too mawh and uvereating.
Thé NAUY VeIV cflen. foo, wakes a profb
of its dally ublotoent of 727 per day per
man

Late bevwme monatsnous. We weres Yor
ever standing 9 lne for (hat bum iood.
Tie chow Hre reachied the eatice lengih
afl A Theek and cortanmd down ints 2
WORC euf of want.g meu i D Desk.
After cating, dhere was another Jong

line to walt in—ic clean and sterliize
our rmesy gewr.

For once, guard duly weas slinost 8
pleasure, Tus gusrd ves 3 select group
of 20 men but svery one of the saflors
had s chapce st it the yused belog
annnged nightly. The doors of the two
upper decks had fp he guarded so tha
no lght from indde could be visible Tnoen
the deck when a man went through,
Exen wes » doubde dosr with g bDox-like
booth Dbetwern them and guards were
stationed on the issidy amd outside. The
inslde guard would allow rwo or three
men to step inte thiz box or bhooth and
close tie door behind them Then the
mén wottid mp on the outside door and
the exterior wusrd would vpen the dgor
und percit them on deck, In that wey
tip hght gould sline serough at any time.
This punrd duty had a grent advantage.
The delall being relieved and one going
o duty had a sandwich luoeh  and
2Kl coffee avallable. The sandwiches
were of plain bread with chesse, prossed
hiam o lverwarst nud & <ouple of them
would sustain Bie if you hod missed one
ur two regular mesls whizh were uli-
pearable,

Clean-up detall way & necessucy funet-
Inn every morning. Dright and early, @
group of ihree or four men wowid he
axsened to clean zogh hold. Theke men
were privileged o wvoid Lhe hreakfast
chow jlpe by entlug carly e doubtful
udvsntage) and then clean thelr sectiop
while most nf the gang were gating And
were those holds divty ! They really
needed x Lhorough going over from stem
to stere, Al they ever bod war s quick
Uek and a promise ; only the visitde dirt
baing swepdk up.  Previous voysges had
lels welr svidanee which was apparend
when we {irst boarded the ship The
supporting stes) heame uhder the over-
hepd goud % cosily reached from he
lop Punks and had been reached oflen
wind usel s2 wash colloctors, In sk~
tion 1o & lmlapch of dusl, there were
orsuee  poeds,  cigercife  boits,  paper
wrappings and magazines golore.

Oetking water for shaving, showers sod
tundry is another irial whikh we shall
ng remember, Due to the limited
capacity of the ship for stowing abet
and the large number of ren Bboatd
ft wax n to eonirol #s use -0
drinking, first and for washing, & evail-
abe. No shartage of donking waler ever
existed and the fountiins were slwayy
wpen. But {or washing, fresh walter wos
rationed and shul off edcept for an hour
pefore each medl As wish: bowls Were
Umiled there wes o Hoe walting W use
them aml the wise heads used thekr steel
heltnetx ta hold water unifl a bowl and
5 mirror was free for wse, Por ahower
batin we used salt water pumpad from
the briny deep This water was
to e wsed alsy for wasbing clothes and
we even tried lo use Ly for Hhaving,
Ordinary sokp aud sadl walee don't mix.
It just won't Jather, We had no selt weler
soap. As the rlp took severel dueys jonger
than antlapated, our supply of clesn
linen was eshausted and we felt and
wers Airly,

Coverslls wers (e uimionm of the day
and B guod clicaee 31 wis, Allbouy o biwe
decks were weshed down eash
and after euch meoul thed guickly beohipe
litterad and dirty but there wes nothing
else to RIE oy,

‘There wns lots of bime for xitting ard
we ¢id plenty of it Fortunatety, some of
the boys had theught to bring some
books and mugoxines aboard. These weare
pead and passed around ;. reread aog
resd winin Tune seemed o hang heavily
Cibonr s,
made 20 knois per howr, na doubx, bat
tae speed of @ convey Ju that of its
dowest ship, which we judied o Ir
shollt. & knstr  Locking dows ab e
water from  the np deck one would
wonder if we were pob standing still

We  poked  glung, dwwur efter how
Herdly anybody abtempied to srlte Some,
There woum't o desk o write on sbd no
place to post mall, spyway. One could
sit in o dim ight and write on his knee
but f wan diseororeing wotk.  Forther-

B D D T T T T T T Ty D P Y T e T e Ry T T T Y]

NEVER A DULL MOMENT

* The Brigadier

vy ol oy sl have -
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¥ ee-wa— Ah Sneexed - - —

“”

3
Setngi

mare, e, were unfamiliar with ceusor
ship reguisil Int

Cocsslonilly duriog the fom fow days
be ar slevt o unexpecied

or theee minutes,

Budbendy on the hogy horleen, £
spotted Jand, Wral a weloome sight It
was! In hell ap howr,
we apuroached, thal it wes an istand of

dwindiing water supply. take on neeted
stores w0d W wail Jor snother convey:
We hud been w0 slow as to min a

That wes realiy tough since we were &
vhose o and and ocoidnt sel foo, on
it. A few of the buys improvised fishing 1o,
Lies and dropped them over fhe side
and some fish caught were wdible sod
hit the frying pane promplly. Native ;.
traders came alongside and were handy
st pickipy up u few doligs by selllng § )
it faney prices: Dragilian candy tars, o
picture poust cards, agaedoes ele, Bk b
the waiting aroubd was deadly, T
Tie regimentation & tha hardest pifl &
of all 1w sWAHOW, We AmMEIoANE are sp!
szstomen to be free (o enjoy e At
we see I, hal we bMitterly resent any !
resttition of thal freddom, The feclipg
or restriction iz diffteult to imogine, It3,
must netuelly e experienced to be tully .
compreberded, Nobody knows better thag -
e may In t9e armed forces what re
Eimeniation really means, Thot is why
we are all anxions jo ftivish (he war 8%
qubckly a8 posaible, pay e price of &
cur slovenly rrinking i the past and
o yet qub of the renks Tp vy some- 3
one chnleol and dicluie your evers move
and even your thoughts, ix the most§
fhastly experisnce haauiwhie, :
Evenittally, our sbx day sireleh in his
rbor pagsed. We joined paotiter cone
voy and were on our way sgain Ouwr
crow’s hest Mad a2 howr watch and’

shcked UP the zound of submarines bus
we looled ViR by slgmsging, beek-Lracks]
ing and outsmarting than, This territory,
the Caribbean Ses has been a grave
yard for merchant shipping but sppars
ently, we were just lurky. We camg
through the area Xnowd B8 “ T
Junction " withuer, & scratch, We b
reidy, u Twi roepelon for any sub thg
chote to fight b ous bul et w5 not min
mize sheir polendy, as 3 would
fonlish ‘t0 do 6,

up some entortsimment talent and e
ot & skow in the Ofteers Dinlng Room.
The show wes repeated gevers! nyghes i
# Tow owing to the fact that only o -
audiences could ‘witness epch p-:riermf%
aboe, “There were giugers, imitators.
musle, eomedy shita which were preity
good, {06, Offen the entertainers wered
sessici; st shov tme and the smeil:
crowded romm. iy seotilated? woold hgveld:
made it difficuly for Fred Allen or Bobd
Hope in hold attentie, )
Ir you sieamidar long enaugh 0 sy
given direciion. you will eventually hit
landt of Iall off the earth. In oty cus> it
happenied et we struck Island X and

Comtinued on Pape 8%
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02 Feb 1943
14 Mar 1943
16 Mar 1943
29 Apr 1943
21 May 1943
14 Jun 1943
26 Jun 1943
23 May 1944

30 May 1944
05 Jun 1944
28 Sept 1944

14 Oct 1944
20 Oct 1944
06 Nov 1944
07 Nov 1944
27 Dec 1944

03 Jan 1945
29 Mar 1945
22 Apr 1945

83" Naval Construction Battalion

Chronology

Formed at NCTC, Norfolk, Va.

Departed NCTC, Norfolk

Arrived ABD, Gulfport, Miss.

1** Echelon departed ABD, Gulfport. 14 officers and 536 men.
1* Echelon arrived Trinidad.

2™ Echelon departed ABD, Gulfport. 9 officers and 597 men.
2" Echelon arrived in Trinidad.

25 men detached to Roosevelt Roads, P.R. for temporary duty
with CBMU 559.

Departed Trinidad.

Arrived NCTC, Davisville, R.1.

25 men on detached duty transferred to USNCTC, Davisville,
R.1, for duty.

Second Tour of Duty

Departed NCTC, Davisville.

Arrived CBRD, Camp Parks, Shoemaker, thfomla

Departed from CBRD, Camp Parks.

Arrived ABD, Port Hueneme, California.

Departed ABD, Port Hueneme for San Pedro FFT Pearl Harbor.
31 officers and 1,086 men.

Arrived Pearl Harbor.

Departed Pear] Harbor for Samar. 30 officers and 1,042 men.
Arrived Samar
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/ . i 908R U8, Ssval Comstrustion Battalien ,'
- et ¢/o Flees Post Office,
San Franciseo, Californis
DECLASSIFIED | AGTIVITIZE RYPORT
. CH96/a9-4 Month af Jaauwry
Serimit 1348 2 February 19458
1. ' CRNES, R

- Be NuPerz ¥-ra 353 is sttached herswith, NavPars Pormn €183 and |
835 wili % delryed in forwarding due to largs minbors of ehang »
to be revortcd,
b. Battallon stranssh ie avpeoximately 1300. Abeit one hundred
and fifty men and four officers ner month will bYe shi'wed atate-
- side for dlscharge duwing *he nart Shrss months. A systematie proe-
sram of raplzcesgnss has beean requested from DomServiaes, Wegimning
1 darch (reporting data). This schaliuls for officere and enlisted
wen 1s attached (ses anclosures 2 and 3). Rullfflnens af Battalion
Construction commitmnts in China are devendsat on recefrt of the
rerlacemants in above mentioned achadulaw,
a. GV ke AR Y
a. ¥resent locemtion, Tainmidan, Ght:@. remmins unehanged,
. b. Anproximetely five hundrod 3en are now guariersd at the airfidld
comound sosa ten (10) miles distant,
6. Zamgm datachoant, Tientsia, fomr%y part of the 8§8rd4 ¥CH,
sporoximstely 240 stronz has bDesn taimn sboard” and has deen es~
tablished as rart of the 96th KB,
3. 3LKARY OF QPTAATIONS
dajor wvork mey be clres'fied as followet -

e. STEVIICERs AKA 104, LST 48, LST 122, LET 920 and L5T 627 have baen

unloeded uripg the pericd of this rarort, ALr 104 eontatred 000 tons

2% conmtruotinn sucvlies; LT 420 - constrocticn eg:inment from 22rd
TS0 ut Ilanteiay LT i€ conatriction eguivment from Shanghai; and
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yosn U, 3. Naval Comstruetion Battalion
c/o Fleat Post Office,

San Franecisco, Culifornia

DECLASSIFIED ACTIVITIES SEPORT
GBBG?;.-d Month of -Janunry
Serials 1346 2 Tebruary 194§
3. SO UMARY OF O RATIONS

a. STEVEDTIING: (cont'd) L37's 920 and ‘37 construction equine
menf from Okinave. Details of Tang: DNetachment oreriations will
be forwarded with s.bsrgeent revorts. This activity 4is doing
mrimarily base maintenanee and stevedoring.

b, COS™RUCTICKR: Adlrfisld Reconstruction. Orushers and asphalt

~lants arr now being set un. Eeavy equirment nrogram consiete of
removal of 150,000 yarda of rock =nd earth, large majority balng
of the former. Yquirment is at presett msking i1l ard rreparing
ruaway =xtansion of ¥i-SE runvay. VYork was delayed for a short
nericd 4 e to need for removing graves froz = Chinese cezetery
located on "hs center line extended of above mertioned ranway.
c. XISC:LLARIQ. St Anprovimately 25% of road retuir to Taingtas
airfisld, a Alatance 57 abont seven nilesn, is comless. York
an conerate narking arron and olled taxiway ie f nmailntenance
nature. Well drill orerations for water nrocurexsnt Ras nroceaded
%0 325 fe~t Yelaw the tome of the hole, Compass Sose and hut con-
struction for airfield are 90% comnlete. A-nroximatsly sizty-five
tr.cks hoe been ansigned to authorized work dally, during period
of this repor:.A

d., fa ThLICH W(RKE balunc: of battalion hes been snaged in ox-

~anding 2ilicte a2t the sairfleld com ound, iomroving eovisting quarters
and conssriction euch facilities us are considered pecmasary for

soed nrmls. Thie ip~l:ding a theet2r, beer hell and llbrary.
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