
 

“Construimus, Batuimus” 
“We Build, We Fight” 

82nd Naval 
Construction 
Battalion 

Historical  
Information 



82nd O.B. 

NOTO - Davisville 
ABD - Gulfport - Hueneme 
Ready Date - 3 Mayt43 
Left .A.BD '.'al Jul' 43 
Location - ./we;,a-a:.Q---W.eso8\l'17~· Okinawa 

!:Q.C! 
3-2~ - Being transferred from NOTO Davisville to ABO GulfPort. 
4-28-41 - 82ad OB arrived Hueneme from Gulfport. 
8- 4-43 - 11mb8.1'k:ed Hueneme 20 Jul - destination Acorn 10. ( Dhp. Oom 12 to PD Noumea 

al1724 Jul' 43) 
9- 9-43 - 82nd CB embaited 10 Jut'43 and arrived lilp1c 28 Jul'43. 

10-21-43 - Sand CB left lllptc 15 Augl43 IWd arrived Be..,.. 19 Aug'43. A detachment of 4 oft. E!ll 

208 men sent forward on 39 A-ug. to assist the 58th o.B at Vella LaTella. 
11- 9-43 - 1 Oot'43 report of S2nd OB - the larger part of B2nd OB arrived at forward area 

"'oenails' in Sep; at end of month on17 10 men and 2 otf. at :leV. 
1-11.,.;44 - ea.d OB detached from 15th Reg. and a,8a1gned to Naval :Base !1!reaeui7. (Comsopac to 

15th Reg. 062254 Sec.) (Ws.r) 
2-14-~ - 1 lan'44 report ot B2nd C! - Batt 11 at GOOD !1!IMI except for 89 men. 
3-~ ... 1 _hl 44 report of S2nd o:a - operating at freJ1l1R1l7'. 
4 ~;~~l Iart44 report ot 8aut CB - ope~tiDC at !rreafJQ.l'7. 
6... '., ...~,'!;l ""'44 ~rt ot 8and OB - opel'at1JJg at fre'uN.ry. 
1- ,~'~:";l. ~_'44 ~(lrt of eand OB - opell'at~ at !t!fta.aUJ7.
8-15-" iii'" 1 .T.111'44 ,.,ort ot 82nd CB ':"" Op8l"attac at !reasV7. 

durbig June. . 

Received 90 ...an1aeements 
--, 

8iqi O.B. 

8-25-44 - 8and OB located at ~.ea~ - Following info from Data of SoPao as ot 1/1/441 
JUl l 43 - Arrived Boumea 
J.:u&143 _ d /'Guadalcanal 
Sep'43 - .. .awGeo~ia 
Nov'43 - .. ~reasiu7 
Staging tor Cub 12, - Jul' 44 . 

9-19-44 - 1 Aug' 44 report ot 82nd OB - located at !reasury. This batt IF s been secured 
~ since 1 Jul and has been awa.iUng orders for a fOl"Wp-d move. 
10-17-44 - 1 Sep'44 report of 8and OB - Oompleted loa41ng 24 Angt44 for movement to 

Noumea. 2 off. and 64 men left at TrE'.asllry with camp.. .As of 1 Sep '44 still 
aboard ship. Report endorsed by 18th Reg. /:'<

10-24-44 -~82nd CB loading in latter part of Aug'44 for Nepoui. New Oa1edonia.(Comserfor7 .It 
monthly report for' Aug '44 to :Budocks Ser. BPOOlS15 Secret dtd 12 Sep·44). 

10-28-44 -- 18th Re u • dissolved. The 82nd and 87th CB attached to the 18th Reg. is to report
te, 0 ,

to th~ 17th Ree. for duty( Comsopac Sec. (lisp. 230036 NOB 246 cltd 23 at 44 to 
Comseronsopac and rrNB Noumea). 

11-16-44 - 1 Oct'44 report of Sand 0:8- located at Joumea during Sep'44-. Bepon endorsed b;y 
18th B.eJ!;iment. At the begilming of the report period (Ssp), the batt st... ted 
unloading 1t8 gear and set t ing up cUll». 

11-16-44 - 1 Oct l 44 report of 87th OJ - Rear lche10n of the 8and OB arrived at Houmee. on 
30 Sep'44 along with the rear echelon ot the 87th. 

11-&1-44 - 1 Oct'44 report ot the 18th Reg. - !be 82nd. 0:8 reponed to the 18th Reg. on 5 Sap 
and was assigned to dock and road construction in the Nepoui Area of New Caledonia 

12-5-44 - 1 Nov l 44 report ot Band O:B - operating at Noumea. Report endorsed by 17th Reg. 



fL2nct em 

14-18-44  1 lTov'44 report of the 17th Bee. ;... On arrivtd of the 17th Reg. 'at Noumea. the 

S2nd and 87th C:sts were detE"ched from the 18th Reg. and attached to the 17th. 
-12-28-44 	 The B2nd as as of 1 Dec'44 100ated at ~oumea.(CHB Hanmea Sec. disu to Comseron

sopac 070540 dtd 16 Dec'44). ~ 
1~-45  1 Dec'44 report of 8and 013 - located at NOWDeR. Report endorsed b7 17th Reg. 
1-10-45  1 Dec'44 report of the 18th Reg. - 38 men 'from the 18th Reg. were transferred to 

the 82nd CB. 

2- 7-45  1 Jan'45 report of the 82nd C:e - located at 'Noumea.Report endorsed by 17th Reg.
2-13-45 -  The 82nd CB ordel".d rletflched from 17th Reg. to r.port to the 43rd R@g. for duty. 

(Oomseronsopac Sec. disp to 17th Reg. 272205 Jan'45). 
2-27-45  The 82nd CB reported to the 43rdlieg. 30 Jan '45. (43rdRee. conf. 1st JIlnd.(on17th 

Reg. orders dtd 30 Jan '45) to OinO Sand as dtd 30 Jan '45).
! 3- 3-45 _ 

1 Feb'4..1') report of the sand CB - located at Noumea. 

3-10-45 - l


1 J'eb 4,5 report of the 17th Reg. - On 13 Jan, the 15 men of the 82nd 0:8 on det. 
dut;y at lBlIPiritu Santo retld to the batt tor dut7. 

3-29-45  1 Mar'45 report ot the 82ELd OB - 10c8:UOIl not given. Detachment ot 1 otf. and 
30 men at LORl3. Russells. Batt is in the process ot reoutfftting.

4-17-45 -, 1 Apr' 45 report of 82nd 5. - located at 1I'01l.JI8a. Detachment of 1 oftlcer " 3).;0 :retuned. p !{ar'45 af'••r apen41nc 6 weeks at L0J.'8 bsel1a.Bouted Via 43rd 
~ '" Rl". 	 .,. 1'0'WIea.5- 1-45 _ 
The 82nd OD is located at Jlt B'epoul on Noume&.. (D1rpacdocka Sec J1ep of 1 Apr) 


5- 8-45  ir~~~D 1s located at Noumea. ordered to :eIVE. (DIrpacdoc1cs:' Sec Rep ot 

1 ~'. report of 8Iad QB - as otters" 1018 lien are em board Bhip DIO'fing to .... 
-~ ba.e. 1 Det. of 1 oftar .. 13 _ Is r8_inllig .t Mepoui. to guar4 eqpt. 1 
offer" 30 mea on !l'J.l) at LOlIB 12 tro. 9. Jleb'.y to 14 Mart48. llepart routed ria 43rc1
B.S. 

Location -	 Okinawa 82nd C.D. 
6-13-45 - 1 May'45 report of the 43rd Reg - Sand CD aboard ship en route to the target 

with a detachment of 1 off. and 13 men left at New Caledonia guardIng equipment 
to be shipped with a. later ehce10n. Another detachment. 1 off. and 1 man. a.re 
now due to arrive at the target shortly to made adv preparations, including camp 
layout. for the Batt's arrival. 

6-21-45 - 1 Jun'4,5 report of the 82nd CB - At sea five of 1 Jun. Detachment of 1 off. E'.nd 13 
men left behind at Nepou1. 1 off. and 1 man proceeded batt to target. 25 off. 
and 993 men to which 1 off. End 1 men are temp attached are quartered on one ship 
in this movement a.nd 4 off. end 22 men a.re proceeding forwd on ~,nother ship. 
Report vil' 43rd Reg. " 

6-~9-45 - B2nd OB reported to acT 18 Jun'45. Ordered to further report to 01nO 10th Brg( 
for aSSignments to duty. (CCT APe 331 sec ltr ser 443 dtd 18 June to OinO Band 
OB--2nd end on CNAB Noumaa orders ser 94-0 dtd 20 Apr'45) 

7- 5-45 - S2nd OB reported to the 43rd Reg on lS Jun'45. (43rd aeg sec ltr ser 00494 dtd 
18 June to OinO B2nd CB) 

7-10-45 - The 82n,d OB reported to the 10th Brg lS Jun'45. Ordered. to further report to 01ne 
43rd Reg for duty. (lOth :erg sec ordera ser 0069 dtd 18 June to OinC Band CB-
3rd end on ONAB Noumea sec orders 94-0 of 20 April) . 

7-1.6-45 - 1 Ju1'45 report of the 82nd OIl - located E',t OkinAwa. The 1at echelon of the 
batt. cons1sting of 29 off. and 1015 men. arrived at Okinawa on 18 June. The 
rear echelon, consisting of 1 off. and 10 men. 1s at present enroute from Noumea 
tw viDg departed on 13 June. 

7-23-45 - The Sand OIl is assigned to the 10th Brg ~nd 43rd Reg. (CCT.~ ;~:31 sec report 

on assignment of OB units ser 897 dtd 10 July) 




.._ ..- .. _-

Location - OkinaWA 82nd O.:B. 

8-14-45 - 1 Aug' 45 report of the 82n4 CB - located at Okinawa. 'The rear Echelon consisting of 
10 men is wtill enroute from Noumea to this base having departed from Noumea on 
18 .1='45. 45 men were gent out on rotation leave during .1ul t 45.Report via. the 43rd 
!leg and 10th :Brig. 

9- 4-45 - The rear echelon of the St3ud 03 is still enroute from ~rBVY 131 to this point having 
depa rted from thpre on 18 June t 45. (43rd Reg sec monthly report for July' 45. 
supplement to). 

10-1-45 1i 1 Sept ' 45 report of 82nd 011 - located at Okinawa. Report via 43rd Reg. & 10th Brig. 
! 11 men were rotated tof leave. The-rear ech. of 8~nd OB reported on board 4 Aug'45. 
i10-29-45 - 1 Oct'45 report of S2nd CB locsted at Okinawa. Rf)'gort yla 43rd Reg. & lOth ~r~.! 11-1-45 _ ONOll, Okinawa requests authority to inactivate Sand OB. (ONOB, Okina"fta cont" dbp~ . 

261516 Oct'45 to Comservpac). 
ll-13-45 _ 1he following construction unit s are transferred from the 43rd Reg. to the 10th Erg. 

, .tfective as of 17 00t'46:--718t. 8and & 130th CBs. {CNeT. Okinawaconf Itr ser 0632 
dtd 18 Oc"45 to OinO, lOth Brig}. 

·11-19-45 - Oomsenpac approvel inactivation of B2nd 013.· Advise Oomservpac when inactivES ion 

· is completed. (Oomservpac Itr ser 5732 dtd 5 Bov'45 to ON013, Ok1na.a). 

, 1l..27-45 -·1 Nov 45 report of S2nd OD - located at Okinawa. Report va. 44th ~. &: lOth 13rg.


' · 1-31-46 - CNO~, Okinawa to CSP Ber 6515 dtd 1 Dec l 45 Itr states that the S2nd 'CB was In
· activated on 30 Nov'45. (Dirwespacdocka con! .rpt dtd 10 Jan'46). 
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History 

July 10. I'H,\-~.. thcrc is a dat" "II thc old IU"mh{'l'l'Iof thl' 1121111 will a1WI1)'S remember, On thaI morning. ~ked 
..ul in undress him.... with pacts and hand lugg<lge. \\.(' Collowed Onf R-spl('ud"nt military hand, ~'OmPllny by mmpany. 
lrolllt tll"llI,t group ul \. ,siguinll' ch'ilians tu thc d .... k at I'ort. Huclh.'Ole. California. We "'fTC to embark on the "Is!aud 
:<.Iail" fur 1'1Irts IInkn",,'tI mthe l'ast blue l>rtcHie. ':or us it \\'a~ a "n:d leuer day". Lillic did We n-..lb." Ihat we would 
'1](,1111 f"rty·une days alld forty lIight~ ef'O\\"d<'ll illt,. th,' dimly lighled, mllst)". and ullpl'-J.sant intt'rior, A smallllJ'OUP 
or utlr 111';"11. tml'clinll' with Rud guardinK ollr <'Quil'm"ut and SUI),)Ii.. ". had already bOllrdoo tl:e "Cape San Martiu". 
,'1)(>),. in mlllrast l<J liS. I".. periellccd a slower hut Utof'C crui!i'C-like alld comfortable CTO.-.sillg, 

Th.: trill "eros." will "I'er haunt OIlr memoriL"S. Meals In"'e filled with such IInllleasantrkos as cold ~tornge {'gP. 

s,~.m. 1II0r,' SI".m. ham. l"aumod hash, <'nnned !It... \\', and Yienua 5l1USUgl'. X.m... \\ill forget the man), hours spent 
hdow d~'('ks ill Illonmy. st(,am)'. alld greas)' "Hoi,· !linn.her Thn....... Uf(' Rbwdru ~hip illeiudL'Ci gell4.!Ca1 quarters. 
IJlIlslt'r<. ritle inSIJl't'till"s, Kuard and );llll watl·h ..... ullliJ(ltt...d nighl<, lIIul II suh alert. Pur aml~'!Cmellt alld (,,,terlain
llIl·nt We ha,l the huzinl: and initiation '~mnl(·cll·d with lhe ~tuldell chunK" Irom a "I'olywog" ~tatus to a "Shellback", 
!he IllIllri l~l1IC.~rl<. the ..hort-lind Ieclllre scri,.... IJO<'k<1. readi"1l; ho"k~. old magazines, a crowdl"! topside lind rail 
wilh !I... ll:lssillJ; sea, II ... sl:lr~ 111111 mfitlU utlligbl, Illaying /lyin!: fish. and "'\'II.I...r, watt'!'. l'1~r)·\\·hert'... 

:\t .nnri",' nile llIumi"!:. Jnly !!ltn to he l'lwcl. :-lew Calt-dllllia suddenly alll>ean.'d lin the horizon. Shortly 
Ill<' "iI.,. \\',... uhollrd und hr<l\.ght us thruugh tl1I' ,.",fs mid mille li,-I<I. st.....J.miug to the acc"Imll)RJliment of lhe bane!. 
Il!ln-~IlIII th(· iUIIl'r Imrh..r at Xnll,"e", hut to tbe IIl1cs<'iting or "I\'t do"""" aochoragl: outside tlte sub net.. r-;OUltt<!3. 
h"'n"·~r. <lid lIot IOrlK "'mllln without the "'fighting (?) $1I1d", ACter a few 00)'5 \\'(.' entcrOO the inner barbor, trulillly 
to 1.lnl'(.' U~ "'-"1' lh" "Whitlley" which 1I<..:..kd ~uuc '(Ilorinl work details. A little afternoon libert)' in the ,trauge 
rn'uch 10• .,1 lind 11 IIl'ach-lx-er part~· were .bm,,·n in. II,.\\, of tiS SIISpeet<,.j tbe quaint. roreign-Iooking. military·filled 
.-ily wonl<ll,,· the ollly ~i"n oC <'it,"-ty,,,,, civilization tit... R:llt:tlion would run into until WI' returned over a )'car laU.'!'. 

Fillllll),. "" AIlI:II~t 15th. Wt· ral.:t'(1 our "arnaded llnchor and head.'ll toward oor first war contact ill the Plleiii.: 
hlalld~. On .\ngust l'Jtlt Wl' laudl..;1 on Guadalc~lIllll. onc year aud 12 days after the Marin;!!; bad made their initial 
I"udings in I'H2. llefe _ fOllnd ollr""I\'('i ('amlling amon, the toplc§s tl'l!eS or a ronner COCOIUlut plantatioll.m olle or 
the IJI.·,...·h.hl'lltl !YJ.uMicids \\'bien wa.~ surroulldoo by machine gun dU&O\lts and Iitter..d with skulls. 

1'1... island had lx.'en lK'eurffi ollly II f(·w da)'~ hefore our arril'al but was still subjectl!d to air alerts and ...."C3l(iunal 
lJOmiJillg". Mnrt' Illl'llSllut was the solid ground I:>cnt'lith oor feet, the l:.eet. and I110St or all. the I ... :'!h wllter brook. 
1'lti~ was t'tol)ia Ilft~r all the .....It wllter show;,r•• l.:AiI hathing, laundering attCtDpts, and stulen wllter·61100 .. -anleen, 
fOf til<' ....lal1d 'jail' ". 

'rhe "e.IfIIII" "\'0\,.:<1 tn be a t.,ml"0mry sto''''''''er-jmt II jUJII,Hng-ofi p!"ce <:1' rOUle lO m:>rc ".1.-:1n....... hascs-
"III) the Ii"...... There were a coul.le or Nmall jub., hut soon Comrany "e" wa~ off lor "ella Lavc!la 00 Augw;l :N. 
Ihl' most mh·Il.IIC<'Ci outpost III the lime. On Scl)u'mber I.1tll. th" grC"J.t<:r ,.ortiolJ of III.. haUaliofl boardl'fl thdr LST', 
aU/I J.CI·~ for fhuton!::!. Tilt· r"ar l'('It.:lOIl" th"" fo110\....·d l""riodielilly 1<> Ondong:l. 
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History 

1'IIe "Canal"'. we soon foond, WIU' to be but:l jllmpiug-off or reloading stol' for more di!rtant shore... Septemher 
I.llh wa,;. the loST boarding date ror our first cehelOlt, !'ek-cted from the o.lrl'3dy one ComlXUll' short Battalion. We 
w~r" linally ell route to show the 81nd "Can Do" §pirit-at ()ndonga. au oddly "hailed tlat little island n(!Sted he· 
tWeell l\:(,W Gt.'orgia aud Anllldel, at the >lOuthem end of Kula Gulf at.YOSs fronl Kolombangara, OndOllgll. ill nativc 
tougUl:', m~dns "Island of death lind disease". The al'llroach..s to the is.land ,",re Rat and in landing Qur first shi!. 
"'1.'111 aground ill th,' shallow tidal ,,'ater. As II rt.'Sult landings "'crt! madc at i.\lunda and tl..., men and equipment 
tr:msfern,,1 to IXI and [,CT craft wil h it.-ss draught. 

The hig joh. a -1250 foot light...r ~trii' with taxiwur" aud hardstands was started im~iat<'ly ,,;th the clearing 
"way of ",--.:tioll:l oi JUIIKlc nuu hlllldn,<l. of th,' <,venly sl,aced cocoauut trt'CS, A major part or the: i.land bad beeu 
"Pt'ru" plmnatiou or Lever Rmthcrl', who had ,..,t tree,; illlut'll straii{ltt I'<)\<~. With dynamite.~, pan.\, sho\'~ls, 
grade". anti rollers the coral was brok"n, 1110\'00, and Iloulld~-d into something the Anny ....:nKin~'eB had said, "Couldn't 
I", dOli"", On the 16th da~' til<, fir.t "malllJlanc came in amI M'l!lC a succe ... ful lauding. In the m~lllltim", the cantp 
"'a~ lib" (ak''';: ~hal't· <llllidstthe dL'eI', ~(icky. (md,-chew",1 Inlld bcnc:.lh the ~pl'l"llriin!I. hut t.'ontillually-drippillj; 
I':tlm frcmd~, 

H....,n ot this curly date, til" IIK~I w...re dreallling of going hOlI1\' or still l>.... i(.\;I1/: th... Rt.'eruiling Offic...r'~ famcms 
I"'l w!}nls. lI"wc\'<.'r, thcre was ""10" C',IU5t.' for thi.~ h()m"sicklll"',~, for a few of the men ,,-cre I't.'t:civiul! word of m:", 
",Iditioll' to th!'ir f:lluily. 'fI", mkll' of th" men WIIS al"" d"l.IIging to .. Atahrin,' Vellow", sunhum red, and dark tans, 
A few lII..tl,·~· alld moul,ly heanls ,,[.pcared to chanXl' facial appcnrall.....·l'. .\ few with hl'<)\<'l\ noses, t'111anated from 
attempt, 10 "btllill ,kckinjf from lhe mill fot'solid nmhoganr t<'1lt Iloors or !l boardwalk fOf' o"er the gumbQ mild, or 
tn <-atch " jump ill ruling, Caul" nL~t1illg \Va" 'I)()rty hilt IM'll\'ed futile wll...n the meat wa~ dec!ared disca<ed, The 
!c'1I1 \,j,iting g .. 'IL., were too rltJlliui...-.:nt of lamb meal,. but tbt· dl1..t~ and chickll. tbri\"I!d and la~' well until their 
11111111,..,/"i ~lIddellly d'~l'l!asc:d 011(' d:lrk night. nox~.,. of waml'um (If' Woolworth jewelry OC<Ill."ionally would ani\'c but 
IInli\'<', w...re few '1110.1 far h"twc.'t!u~-Omlonga \\-as 110t inhabited hefore the am\'al of Allied for~, More welcomed 
wca- th... IJactagcs of cclihle~ or I>o,...i":), a w('11 ~.d(-d bottle of c1,,,rri('S (?) 10 sUllPlenwnt tire potent locally stilled or 
ja...kt'<I IKlllid~, We Wt'f'C nil Sllddt.'lIed whl"l1 Oil" lot o{ Inajl wa~ delh..,red to Davy Jones b)' mi"take but ""I' soon 
r<'t·o\'ert..l arter the IU:xt rcw 1)''I.lcll<'S arrh.....\. The Chal,\aill's om..", housed II. lihmry, In mid N<l\",ml>er, thc "Rcc" 
Ii,tll, with II >01'1,1}' of hoxillg gkl\'t·s, footballs, soft and hard halls, 1l".lll1l.'S, aud au oflen moved and tired piano, 0l"-'Il"d, 
1'1,.. ni"IJiulI, snilll,illll «'111'<'1£ f('looillt,(1, as ('\'Cr, the butt of jok" and grille but dauntlcs'ily continut.'!"1 with bis unr,," 
Il·III!,"!. l:lsk, 

Work and johs call1l' thid: :lIId strong. keel,inK tilt, m''!1 hus)' and mind~ oceul)ied, The airfield bruught rorth 
snelt ;tdd"dltlsk" u.~ tlllCrim<'I~'f rOiad around the i<l:md. felling of lhe Irt'CS aCl'()SS the wakr 011 Arundel amI NcwCt.'Orgia 
'"'I'I"Ntc the CIl<Is of the "tril), II large lunk farm to house higb oclune 1I,;ation furls and oil", quartl"r~ fo.. the Ih",r,•• 
amI SI!{'Cilll do.'Ctr1cnl und <'Oll1ntllll;';-dtiol1 work at thc ficld, A Mlllall boat <IO<"k. for "TonI's N3\')'" whi('h \Va_ b"illg 
11....·,1 fur l'ollsidernhlt, !I.'th"<lging work, Wlis l"r('('('(1 and an jllifelliou.~ Ilfotcctivc anchorage 1>I'.",id...-d--by 1>Ia~ting a 
('''''Imd rnll" the 01...·" wat<,r t<) a homh emter 011 Kild~fl' .I!IIond. \\11ile: low tide allmn-u a 1"'ISOIi to wade front 
Oudo1l"a to :-\l'W (:t~.rgia. this wa~ hardly feasihle fflr \'chiclc~ and !'O a eall"","":'y ronnl'l"ling til.. two wa,. add~-d to tbe 
Ii·;! I)f jeK'" lU'CUllllllisb.,,1. The 1'hi... , and Thiu Lumher COnll'''fI)' I ... ol I~II S<'I Ill' aln\Qst '111 ulTh'al day and W:l~ 
pu"hiull out IIlnhug:lII)'. h~.lk. lind ('()£'t>:tllUt hoards al a ml.i" eli" under walchful ,.~....." hl'l'llU~t" (If indx-dd<'d shrapnel. 
Ad'''lIlah' waming ,,( ul'loro:lching 1)l:nll'~ rl'SlIltecl afleT ".,' worked "" tIlt: Anl1~"s Radar iuswUaliOlls ..t Munda. 
Till' Zliarill{'s '11th 1Icft-""" , h,'(';lllll' "\'~II m,or" fri(·II.lIr after wc did l'un_id"f!lhl", "kctrit-alld tc!cl.honk· wiring anJlllld 
llwi r ":Imp, 

The da~'" \V"d:.~, :uullll.mtl;, l'a"...·<1 with Iigitulilll! SI)(",d. one UP"11 auother, lIulilIk'C(clnber 9, I'It.', when we 
""('l' IlIIlT<: took lu ,,'a ...,,1 h.:ad,'<! for stirling l~hUld iu I II" Tn,usury Group. 
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History 

1'0 lIIembel'>! of tbe Battalion. CompulIY "C" will alwl1),' be :l-«${)Cinled "'ith "clla I.a\"clla, and, W liS (If thai 
<'Ompany and thc fin~ H~adquart(·rs Compuny Il\f.'I1 temporarily auached with us, that island will l,rob-.lIlly sta~' 
[orem""t in memories of ollr time spent O\'CI"!IelIS. We had no delinite idea or wbal to e~llCCt thai Sundar. 29th or 
1\III,;IIst 1'14-'. ns We hoarded the three I.ST's for tbc trip. although lII'UttlebuU had bt.'1!n teUing us that the s.·ab(....-;; 
alrl~.ltly thl'l't' bad b"L"tl ill seriolls trollble. The ne~t monting. llround 0400, tm- IIl1chors were miSl.'d. allfl we start~tI 
nIT with our .""minxl}· lIot·too-I;lflle d<.-:>troycr cocort. 

The first iuklilll( of tmllhlf' OL'Ctlred lit nilCht betwl'Cll Rl'udovu and Xcw Georda whclI a lone: 1):011\' "uddell!~' 
"auU' in tn hnmb and ;;trafe IL". Th.. following lUonling. August :lIst. as we neared Gb.o alld Gononga, we foulld nllf 
e .. :nfl Ill'arly douhbl arull;C"l'ral I.CI's lidded 10 the convoy. The destl'O)'t!1'S. howe\·er. aplle3r..-d to 11:I.'·c no fear of 
Imul-huSI'd );III1S or tfoolJS ror they skirted dose to theS\:' Jall-hdd i~!ands M well as to Ko\ornoongnm. But, as Wl' 1>ulll,,1 
ill I" nur lx'nelll:{'"d ubmt 0810. t1l'!1 broke loose--Jal) planl's bad tbe landing spotted and <-ame in with homh, ami 
:'Iy.IItl'f'nK IIUlCb,,,,· I:UII". 0111' fighkrs d""'lIed thfw enemy .)lane'S alld sent tb.· rt.'S1 allying. 

TIa· 58th "'.c.B.. we ,;QIlI! rOl1nd, had rcall~' h,.'cn ill trouhle and. after two ~ks. lUall), wefe still Ih'in~ ill 
fn,hn~c•. s<:ant en'\\'" 11m! start{'t) tl.... job at hand, the Darakrnna ain;tril>, and were making some h.....ldway. InIlO' 
""!llly, In""t or onr lirst d:t~' WI' w:llldl'n'll ffOm one IlOS.,ibl" camp-site to anotber. "'e finally '\'I:'re as~iglled a "pol 
[111<1 "",t up a 1.IIIHUld,lh··tent emnp, with d01.("red foxhold·ditchc;;. 11{':Ir tbe end of the stril' alld do,", to the otTe",i'·e. 
<1n"I.j"p·ridd'-JI lIlId nil'slid,l'd shore. The site was hut a temporar,. Olle. :md 011 Sel'tl'mbcr 5th. "'", 1':I"ked dT tu 
u Iwi1;hl )",hil1!.1 Ihe stri). hm·f nid",,,,u{"(1 "Oaisy Cutter Hill", 

Thi. <".Ullp, in ""lItra,l with the shordhl(, growth 01 coconnllt tf< ....,. and hamboo, """ ill d"n'~ jUlIg\" with 
hng",kn,',~1 In','', liu.I" "r lin sunliKht, lizards two and thft'" k.....t long. hug,:, laud ('rab,.. hats, I'armb, night n.>j,,·, 
of ull ",.rt,. rain, IInl' j{lItl11 () mud, ,md l'\'en el'rt'" J1U')f{'scem I:lowings in th,' ni)rltt whcf{' 'l tr,·,: had het'll ent or 
the h" rk hl1li,,·II. 

~illc,' we '\'l're hU\'illg "Iert~ hr dar :m<l night. foxhnk.,; iln<llJomh ,hd!l-r, ""n' mudI in ,·,·;,kllt'<', Air ",,,,ra· 
ti"lIs l".-,nk" H.t conditions Red "'ilb 'U hmnhilllls tit" fir .. lmonth ni th" island's O{,CIII~lti..n. \\'c', too, wer(' on Ihe 
n...'ei"iug (·lId. just :.ftef midnight. Scl""mh"f H: till' Iup<. whn lII\lst h,1\'C "1'oU,," uur CUml' on the hill "r '11"1"'('1<,<1 
that ",l\Iwthing II1llst h" at the ''lId Ilf Ih" fo: ..I. kl It'' with Iwo 1l{'r""lllld h"ml>". OUl' hit in tltl' w(\mb hehind the 
Chid, ,lIId ()nit'~'n; IImts and tIl!' ol1l('r on th., ,~Ig,· <If th.. ~·nli'II.,,1 .UCII', Sl'\1.inll of the emu". Th,'y hrolic.; In',,,. 
tlattclI!:d a ro\\' o[ tCllts, alld causer! sixll":11 e:1'Il:.hi{"S iUl'Indin/: I I", I"", oi Patrick IILogl{''', and hdur}' l'"using ampu
tation ..f Keith :-\haum'k's .mll. 

With duds pa!\~III!( o\'cr"" ami hilling the ,tri., an'" the lI"xt two uighU IlUd more hmnbs hiUing ill ttl<' n.idsl 
o[ the "Stlt B~ltlati..n's molor flool aern"s the mad rrunt II" "". decided it was time to mO\'e again-and fortullatdy 
too. r.,f th,' r"lIuwill!(uight our [onner gall('), W"l' hit, Tllis time we huilt ,':1101) Iua ('OI.'tlanut 1,Iantation on a 1i1..~1 
"..J.h"llh" N''''al Ila"".ne'lf the end.,f the i"land. Higher on:J hill hehind us we~ the Marin"" with 90 mm. A.A. gUllS. 

\\'hi!,' mn..t of th,~ mntllr 1,,,"1 men WL'l'" 1m>)' "s"btill~ with the strit. or working 011 our sJlC.'cial assignm,-nl-··, 
tnxhmys, hardstallds, ,mel re,·ctm"Ilb.. 1II000t of the otbcf ,'rews w .. n' working 011 the BaraL:Olna Rh'cr hridge, the tank 
[urlll, th., hos\litul wilh its homb slt"lt,'r "1.K·mtin/!' room :1nd ward, chow hall!>, rramed and m'Cked tents, fllrniture. 
ulld at h.'r equiplllent. Twi{'C small en'''', ulldl'r ~I r. Gordoll "'0:111 olT Oil sll<!cial a~~igllmellt.-r-.tdllr illst.nllati<Jl1s. 
eI,',,!, inm IInCK'('upieo allli 1".",!<Illly Jal,.inre"tl~1 sc~'lioIlS uf the island. [{OIul work came after :;OUle of th" t'qwpmellt 
W(lS rd'"ds,.. l Imm the ~trill :ul<l stomge "I'«as, :md it _'11.," on OI\C of tlw~<' johs that nlte of tbe dozer men stoPVl'd short, 
thinking I", was c1imhing a pfelt)' hig boulder, <Jill}' to fllld that il \\':lS J.jeutenant Gordon's jl'Cll hCIlC'.llb hi~ dour. 
!.atcf. another 01~r"lor \\'us ordcrte-d to JlII~h liOlIle trees alld hrush illlo th" !iC:1-only to have the m~l...hille slldd~ld~' 
fnll nlll fmm 1111<I,'r hilll. BUI m~ serious wus UII :1l...i<l"111 wbich .l<.'CIlrn'd whell a dama~d 1.lan<: l~..me ill with all 
1IIIexl.lodL't1 humb load. 'rhe rendl'rillg'sare or the bomh "um!'tt'!l a large I1l1mhef of hy-st:mde.rs amoll;; which Were 
a );rnlll' or OUl I,,)),s, The hOlllh', untimely ""I,\o!;jon .'ost Ill' t.hrec more men-Elmer Bowlin, Aaron Martill. and 
Sall\lIel li"lt. Us well us s('''I'i/lusly injurillg G<.'Orge 1~IK<'rly, 

,\11 ('<mid lI(\t Ix' work r"r sn('h a I.'TO"I' of men and tJll'fC wen' lightef mom~nls. highlighted hy the" Kiwi" 
CUlw"rl l':trt),.Ch'lpluin Ayt.r's Smokers alld gnl."'ts, th" pn'liminaries [nr th" ho"iul< chmnl,ionsbip" 01 the South 
p"drre ,,,itb ><ix o[ "ur men ,'"mpctiug ,mel three rClll'hill)( tI\l' i.laml linllls, the (~t-eye IllId shell huntinlt. the hih"" 
to th... 1"1114'" 'lilt! Iilltt' gro\'" or to the o'd lilith'" "i1!aK<'~ unel IW4utifui heacll Oil the nth"r ~ide of the i~land, ~,,)fll....,rrs 
II)' the 4th !\Inrh!!! Defellsc On:hl"'itrn. soft-bull ill th" llark nn the hill to!', lillO, of ,,'our....,. 1I1O\'ies e\"CI'Y other night. 
SUllie elljnYl~J !dmp!)' watching the: stln ri... • m'l'r the l'l<tiUl"t volcanic CUlIl' or "'oloml~m!Cara or !littinlC bi.'IIl'llth the 
hll>:e tn'" which i.'xtelldcd out OWl' the water ou thl" hc;och below the: caml'. 
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History 

The Treasury Group Ilro\'ro to bl' our flext rullg up th... So!omon Islnnd laddeT. ar.d it was th•..-.:: that the 
Uatlalioll gmdllally r('tmitcd, Tile forward ~hclon landed 011 Stirling bland Decemher loth, Comr.JUIY .. coo came in 
011 the 23r<l lllld a sllJal! rlOrlion of Company "D" arrh'("d rrom Ahmda on Mareh 28tb, TilL'! group or island" had 
1;t"'11 iJlI':Id...d h" ,o\mHi<':ms ;ulIl X('w ZI.'3land~rs till Octol:cr .'O\h. just J)nor to the initial landinll'$ or Xo\'cmb~r I 
at HlIll>rcsc<; Augusta Ba~', Boullainville, 

Stirling i~ a $01,,11 i~lalld, rour mill'S long lIud rall;.:illg hum one balf to one and Ii half miles wide, It is !itt'l' 
mOH' than " lIIa~s of coml pro.i!.-.:tinK rrom the sea. ri~ing "bout 100 f~..,t in a wllat\ter-b('tltt'll c:iII-likt' formation OIl 
the o,~1t ..:,a .ide' lIml ~Iopinll" dO\\~1 to thl' hl'Uch"" Oil fII:u",h(" Ba~" Like: the other islands or the chain. it WfI~ jungle, 
('O\'l'Ted eXl"'pt for a rew small area" along the I~.y wh(,rt> SOllie of the land had once OC'l't'l cleaRd aud ,)Ialltl'd as 
m ....",ut "Inlltation);. .-\s it rarity IUlIOIII{ i,;lllnd~ of similar >i~". it bad a small take. which we lI'ro 11$ our fresh \\ ... ter 
SIII'l'ly. 

The lil"!it r~w nlOntll~ of our dght month,; !>tay IIcw by. \\'e: were intt:t_ly busy, wQrking round the c!ock on 
the: 1I'ari(IlIS laxiwllY~ connl-ctl'd with the ~trip, First, tht·re Wl\~ cl<'arlng Ihe ar<'ll of itll thick jungle vegetation, tben, 
!!CTaping, dynamiting, and Cllltillg th., whit.. virgin coral. Nt'llt ClUlle the !e'....ling. tilling. alld grading to rann the
roc·k·hard, rut'cd tilxiwuys and bard-standll for the "Mitl'hells" or B-2S's, Th,' num!:er of these wa~ conlinually 
inl'n.'ltl>(:d (or Ih~ relt'"tll's.~ ponnding of th.. JapaI""'" at Rabaul, Ku,·it....g. Bilka, and ..thl'r pIlla'S (111 New Britain. 
Nt,w 're/und. aud DUllpi.lt'i\I('. Addl'(l to this. our bin"!.'!;t J>roj~'ct, Wl"re olhl'TS of grt'at im,lOriaun-; thl' 'IOUudings 
in Ill,· BII),. the "r('Clion of thl' !...)uollsd hilt camp for the 4~nd 80mb GrollI'. th(' Na,'y BaS(' HMpilaJ, the tank (arm. 
th,' ~1<JlIo ~ignaJ tower. the pHntoOtl dry d'K"k" ror the: P. T. Bnlle, radio mllSt., bomh durnll!!. the pit-rs for th" crn.,h 
hWls. II ... l'oll ...n'tl·!:liS barJ:(~. the: ~mal1 bo'll dock. l\ltmo he·.u.. h. and mill'S or roadway. 

nut nil was IIllt work. and WI! had wnw lighter moments. Our <-amp wali "ituat"d in the C('nter of " "thentr... 
district", dill.' to the pro:dmity or othl.'r eRmV". ;;h'ing liS .'mtl' ...,Ieclinn in motion r.ictlll'l'!l 10 aUI'lld, OI:clIs!'ionally 
;1 t'SO show or oth"r stage show would \'j!!it the i..lmld: it ",us thuj! that we beald "I"l\'c in Bloom" a In Jack 1k'II1I)' 

with I.arry :\lIll.'r IICl'tlll1,lIIlIillll'llt. WI.' 1111'0 bad nob tlope, J..rry COlOUR. FmDC'Cs Langford, and Patty Thomas 
1.Ii~tnll.'t lL~ somewhat rrorn II torrential dO\\'Ilpour, A group or touring NC\l' Zealalldl.'Tl'i with l\larlene Hl'lltrosh. a 
rl'mulc inll"-"'''tlllator. gll\'C liS II gTl:'l1d I;lIt air·a!crt.hrokl'll 1}(·rfonn3m...... In addition to this, we had our own Island 
'fa:ent Show. Ollr J1lr.t Annivcfl!lIry OVI"ll!\l'nli I"""idlotl u~ with an IInll"ual day, rememhl.'Rd inr tIlt' Coml1lt'lTI<>rdtWn 
H.:r\·k..•• the ~I>c.'cial dillner, the lilu:l'hall gam", alld the ':Iti~fw:tioll of a )'1.'IIr behind us. E~cuT"iOl1" were fn.,<!ut.'IItl}' 
IlIlldl' to th... Dati"l' \lilIngt.'S on MOllO, Then' W:IIIII mnr\'ehlU~ ""It·watt'r swimming hale near the bomh dump. Cat
t.':)'t: hunting llnd S/:1\l\'l'1lir-makinK bt'('aml' quite pOllUlnr. Th.. dm.hlt'-llUrfl<lGt:' hallti.'ld "'IIS lIearly alwlI)'" ill use and 
rivalry hetW~'J1 COffiapny tcams mil FllIIIJlnnt. (lor It tim.. we had s:.turday night boxing mall'h(W-; lmd exhibitiollS. 
E"en n small :!Chool, with quite u vurk'lll.rogram of study. ""erated for awhile. ,\ reW lUIUIlI i!<.<;ue.l or fn"Sh nlt'nt alKI 
\,(oget:lI.,(", hrolct, til.., mafll)101l0us rood inn' l)(,tWl't,tl lilt' Stirling holid"y dillflC'fl' on Chrl'litma.~, !l;l.'W Ve'dr". all,1 our 
'lirst Anui\'l..-sary. 

A~ with ...11 grolll", tll.:r" \\'(.... m()Ullmt< of IIIllre " ..iousm.'AA. When tht' work sluda'nro ltnd Innfl' time wall 
ltvaila!.>J,·, We turnl'(l to II military lrailliu~ rr,,~n"l1 colllplete with l'lO!ie ortk.. drill, I'ul'k in"pection. ficld l.rohll'Jns. 
alld rifi.. mug" ,.ractice, TIM: ,·Isit "r Admir: I ('tllr,1 s hrnuglu forth Ii dl'CAA l1amd.... honor "unrd~, and ~pl...ial deall-up 
detail•. Thl' JUI"" during the t'nrly r.an of t.\. ~la~ .......I""....II!~dll-melll whh th·ir air mid" and hall th,' i.Jand !lUIII,..!'!' 
ere"l;n)! d • .'adl}, I'ollrth of July skit·~. The rallin~, "'It~n. min ", ... kl'(l. ,hallow root,,,1 tr~...'l< brought IIItlny a {('rror
strik~n b('art. ~"'I",,,,'iall~' aCter lhl' lirsl ,'aSllatlil:s .Il....um:d 1\;t1till our own an'" and tb.., p, T. J1:1...... IIt"'l'itt, all Ihl' 
"augt'r, ;l hit of hUlIl(lr \\'a.~ addl'(llhe night a ,·n·"lo;ill,l: tr...... hastily t:1II1.lkd Ihe 4111t1 Bomb Groul' Ih"all,. ,Ir.';'. 

{\UIlUSl rOilllllll~ IJlll'king for "notlier 1111)\"', wilh ":-;Iatl~id.'" SkllUh'hult "lIum:ninl: from eH'r,' month. H"wl"'cr, 
IIIm'h til l'\,lTY"'I<"~ ,1i~l>:ust, il tunlt',1 u,,1 lu "', "/lr~, wi..Uul thiuk;II;':. :llld Xl'" (.',,1.-.:1011;" n'''' m;,{ ,Inl'. 
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History 

\\'hatever 'UI.)' have been our homeward hopes and dc.<irt"ll wheu "" 'elt Stirling Island. ~neh-,\,3." not to he. 
for wc head~od Southwest. and, on September I~t. we passed through the ~-ef and into Ncpaui Harbor where we wt;r(' 
met hy Communder Fowler ulld some or the other Battalion officers. who reported directly there from Austrnlialll~'U\'e, 
The harbor r,n'ilitk-s wen, mo..t meager, with on1r II. small "rkkcw" dock in e,id(!tlec. and. ~in<'C that wa~ bdng uS<.-u 
hr 1\:('''' Zealalldt'B. w(' rerriL-u lIurscln'S and ~'quil1111ent ,;u POlltOOIl barge.. to the shor\!, 

Ollr nlle·alld,,;quaf(' e:tlnll. wc S(IOII fOlllld, was to be Irll:ated atop a 170 foot, arid. ";I1<1.wel,t. and ttl1inbabih~d 
plateau prnmonlory, Nelloui Vt'uin~ula. whidl, al)()\'('! the clifT·like Cflml :lnd lW.lld~1.0IlC side". \\1\5 (.'tJ,·ef('d with a 
,'emh·lil:e r..rest I(mwth mlltaiuing mainly a tYI~ of 101111' I\!ur pill(,. II l'lIl",lI)'ptul'-thc NiaOllli, :md some tYIl('s ..r 
rc.'1NllHlllld Il'af"d tr~"". Thl' "K'W O\'eriookiull the hay toward the hrok,'n "rD7AIf'-lxteked" nlKgoo Inuuntaill ralll:<''lI 
or th... In", (,();lslul "Iaill< WII' exdtill)l. hilt a~ We were ae~'1lstnnted to tmpkal. st~ming jungle heats. Wt' nearl~' frOll\< 
fur alMJlll a nlOlIlIl in tbe 11 dl,gn-e S()ntlt t.atitlld" tClnl>CnttUrc.<, \\'e wore sweal('rs and .incl:ets hy day ,mil cra,,'I(..:1 
beneath two :111.1 till'('(' hllll1kt>l~ hy night. art~'r tal:ing ic~watcr sltOW('f'1I, 

A I:lrlW tw(),hcrlh dock W,\, ollr big joh, ror the Army WaS to use the south centml 5Cction of the islalld as a 
jumping-ofT 1)lac.~. rcl,hu'Cml·nt center, SI1I'I,I~' ha.",. and rehahilitation a~'a for the armies in\'ading the Philipllillc.~, 
WI' "tartt',IIII(, j"h lIlI(1 w,'ro' l'ffi),'T'C."itll: wward the onRI" or til(, I. ,,'b.:11 sl.I(ld(!tlly th.... hottom drollrlCd out of the hll.". 
and pill..; drh'l·n into th,' ,ihy 11111£1 hOllltecd Ollt as !l(JO:l a~ thc)' wcre rctea.<u."<1. The design WUJ; h:t,;tily ch:l1Igt'd to a 
,·(·ry lint V and \\,Mk r,",uml .. 1, ollly to i)(' tellllJOr.lrily halll,,1 ut times. then Cfllltinucd again, The Pucif.c \nIr W:L'" 

Ilf'>Cl'edillll C",'ll'f' lIlId hetter Ihull e",K....,t..,d and nt,cds lor the do("1: "luil..:L III timt.'. it was I)ushed to rompk,tion and 
\Y....~" ,'ollllllelldal.II' jill, contpll'le with 1\ harbor mll.~wr·$ huilding with ~Ignalll)wt'f'. lIi~ht lighting. lif(' walll",rliti!)II" 
lIud water lim.., alld a k ....d·ill or II.IX"'S~ I"OWI around the l.ellln511!;1·~ point. 

The motor 1)O(li W:li' hll"Y with tlK.! acC'C.'IS mad ali the dock "'II" being ~'OnslnlCted, clltting illto the cliff around 
the POiltL Thry were also htl~r 00 thl.! rond from camp w thl' mllin i ..lalld road, nnd Ull the latter-widclling. hridging, 
cutting. nllll mailltahulIR from Pouembollt to Poya. 

The Slay on New C:tI,"kmia will he relllC.lIIIIK.'I1.-u for 111110)' more things than just the work we did, Uherty nllce 
Ilj(ltill hl'Camc :1 frCClllcnt word 011 the lil)o< of the mell. Il§ well a.~ "Three Feathers", "Kallaka eha"'n,,". and hllntinjl, 
Ri......ial lYolll$l('" and tran<portatio!1 w"rc allowed, aud l'xcllrsi(JlI~ to KflIle, Volt, Bourail. l..a lloa. Houailoll. nnd the 
)\Iis~K)IIS n(lar I'''ya w",.., fn!qlU.·mly m,,",,e. Mtl!It of the wwn~ had .mall inn~ and ban; (and there were stcab, Otlll'f 
fm<h 1II('Ul~. and foods ,1...Hciuus to G, r. Ilalntl...), The little mine trnillllllud native ,illagt-"i\ WI.'TC I.hatogeni..-, and. of 
~'<IIII'liC. tht'r" w.....c lh" Itrellch girls and 113ti\'t.... \\ith differl.'lIcc or lalll.'Uage 110 bamer. Uecr weft.· most plentifnl and 
hllge- hUlltin!\, partie.. W('f(' f"nnc-!. witll a SIlt!d:d d~l:I.iI hri!lgillg ill meat for our galley. Fi~hinjl: was 1.'01)(1 and soon 
th" lIIell Wl'l'C 11m kill" their own sail hnat.. to ellluulCC t1ti~ sport in dl~pcr waters or for the l.::t't!nnN~ of ra~illg com' 
IN,titloll, I'DG "'tl~ :. l'X :md iL..,·~rC!l1Il stoll lind Caml' Hadsell. for awhile, IIttCptcd some or liS for a Wl....1: of rest 
IIl1d relaxatioll ",hidl '''as IImd,' 1,ll'll"'lIIt hy the' "'01l1ell RI. .. I Cross workeno. 1\10\;('5. forhmntdr. lle,'amc ;t lIightl~' 
routine hrukl'1t hyon!)' thr,.... ~L"IlI' "ho",,, illdllding a pfCsentation uf G"f!<bwin's "Porgy au" 8,."",". \\'c gcn"rall~' 
Ilfl't."<'{..-I,'" the l11"vll... h)'" soCr·lr.tllgamc unlhe ollly night·lightl.. 1 field ill the Pacific Area. Cbl';"tmas alltl Xc",, Y('ars 
"''flUld Imnll}' 11:1 \'(' h("<'11 us nni(llll'lr celehmt~-d by allY oth"r militar~' gronp. Hut all \'I"a~ trot pl!l~·. and a .enoll" 
()('m"ion was tlte Chri"'lIla~ ehn.....·h !'en;ct',; witll thl' IItlt"'c dtoir ,..hkh fl.'tllm('<1 to lit'! with us ill the se"'ke on Hasler 
:'ltllld;l~', Thiltlksj;h'itl!: <JIld Christlllas "lIl'h ,,1T"red :I tf",,1: lIud li('!I,1 day with runnillg. "bot l>ttl, hilrlt jUlllp. tn):: or 
wrtr, an" olhl'r lidd c""1I1s. 

'\'ork \\',,~ "lan!,,1 1111 " Ill'''' caul(> arca ill the So::.IIC" Staging .\rl:11- at :\It.. U'or near XOnlllC:1 and mell \\-.-rt' 

~'iJlltill"uU)' 1IU1"!! h,,"k nnd forth from Xl1kllli to lh('fi'. som(, for 11 WL....I: of di"ided work and lihcrt,., others for m ...,,<lical 
tn'lIttlll'ut mill d('nt,,1 work. Onl' .lTUUI' of ~lti .. fitt(:rs and weleleN \\'Cr" a\\':I}' ror awhile for 5Il1.'(.;''11 shiJ) 1Cloair worlc at 
'1"111:11l'i ill the Soamn .... ", .\ military training pmgmm \'I'n:' agllin imHlgllr:lt('!d to I:rt(l the tuc;u flUTti.:tlly OC":UI.k...t. and 
a drt"'s IIl.mctc: f'lf A.hniral HClldn'n was held fnr tlte awarding of l'lIrl'le llwrt metabo. Aftt'r \l'rekly \'i5its to tlK: 
riO,..·rJUlh'(" milit:!r}, tmillilll( ...'tlhllitUlI< .. 1 with (·at'h Cnml>am' ~I"'ndill)( a fc\\', ~'tIcrall~' ....Iinsoakt'd. days ill a hi\'ona" 
arl::I nflt Car from BOlln.iL TIll' training ,'"me to a h;tsty ('ondnsioll ,,-h£>11 'mrk WliS started ill dismantling half of tht' 
dock :11Klllrellnratiolls'werc lIuuk to III()"(' 011 OIlC'C ngain. The "Ull1illlll X, Gray" took 011 Sl'lIIt~ of' ollr equipment and 
short".. th.. {'So'" Ceh'lIo li,-.I to ollr infn'tllllmtl)' II~J dock, ;lUd we Olle<' a!.'lli.. elill\he<I tlte j(a.n~>lank alld l'it't to 5(':1, 

11<1111111 r"r th" frollt--Ql:illawa. if sClIuMIIIU held tme. 

http:BOlln.iL
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History 

A~ with all of OUl: '>""'ious lltov~.,., w~ lind 110 dl"l1nit" idea of ollr linal destintltiOIl t)l1 Ica\'ing l\'vJX>U, hut <.-.:"
taill!Y it \'I'tlS to be "ull thc lillc", for wc were .....rl'yillg IIIt",t of 0111' C<luipmellt "ith tiS. Okinawa WIl" running fon:lIlU!!t 
in OUI' milld", hut still, th..-re ('Ould he IlllOssibility of. "ay, tlte }larillRUsor t!1(: Philimnn..'lI. It was tllU~ lIot too mucb 
Q[ a "ur,mse when We hl"lIdt'<l {()\\'ard the [orml"" ill the RrukYlIs, aft,'r two kllgthy ntoiliagooll Iluchorings at Eniwdok 
and t:lithi. Our tril), ,"'CII thOllgh hrokl'lI hy a ft'w hours aslto ... • whet\' ('uke and heer Were ;.I\"ailable, was 10llg und 
ItInll"tollftns. aud our n·gu!ar lIIail wa" IIIis.....·d kl"'llI~'. '··I~ D:IY wa« jubilantly ret"eh-ed, but our minds rnll u-.: to 
th,' iightillg til ollr dl'Stilialioll alld the uliknowli c,,"diti'>lI~ we might find. That all was lIot tl'llll'luil wa~u~ert9.i·ld 
as We drew d''j5('r :and could Sl'" t h., O:uh('s of 1,'1111S, the flare light<'fl ~ky, our "IUlles OIl bombing run~, and h"aT th" 
dist:lIIt rumhlc tl[ htlttlc. Yel a short time latcr, '\'c I"I.'~"" ~rcll(' tcmu:l'(l islallds and werc a.toundL'f\ b~' tltt- tremen
dOllS IIlllllh", and \'llrict~' "f shillS llS we drew to OIlT filial "toPIIIIII( "Iu('('. \\'e discmbarkl~l. tlrrar<.-d ill h"lmets,lcgghtg,.. 
imt)l'<'gllatl'<1 clothillg. 1>:1<'k", l09.dL'(1 hclls. ,'xtrll mnlllllllitioli. gas ma~k.~, ritll(·~. amI loaded further with our !!Crsollal 

''',' trU\'dl~1 by truck to our lirst cam,> 011 ,UI ,,,,,,,m·view ""-'Ill.:. \Vc I'a. ....·d the cllarn..! nlins 01 IIl1th'., 0011"-'" 
with their w:llls and windhreak trees, an <X'eosion,,1 }all:luelle shri.".. aud rows of th.. IlIlUsual bill haLlle-searr"d hill 
IIi,k tomllS. Hl'rc, 1"'lIl'llth the seatlert.... IJilK'S, We .':Iught ollr first glil1ll_ "f <'1I1.'ln,- plane" ill tile !I<.'archlillhts, and 
WL"~tt">d l>critndcr guard ...ith lIul.J<'k<:d I.i....·.".. Shortly after our arrival ollr fir"" rotation and discharge-bOllnd m('11 
left for the "tat",.. !.ike",i"." ".(' saw Commander Fowkr Il'll\'C alld l.it'utcuunt ConllJllmdcr Seufer take o\'Cr. Soon 
our work 011 the ta:tiwa)-~ of nolo Airfield oo"...n; al the <ame timl" work ,'roct'(·......1011 our ""<"011(1 cam" 011 I he beach 
1"~lr Kikud". whit'lt "'as ....-ady for lh" Battalion hy the Wlttl'nd of JWlC .~()th, 

The new e,ulIlI"itl: proVl"d to be idenl wit h its raill-ab~orhing sand and scattcrt-Q sUII'protl"elmg pIIIC.'S. lUotIgi\ 
,'ery husy, we gradually bt'CQIDC more comfortahle. Our &'"","d Alllliven;ar)' O\'el'liCa1' \l~'!ed nearly unlloticed, ... 
system of individual hirthdu)' eakc~ for C\'cry mllll in the Battalion WIIS higbl)' "",.IronR'<1. Walldering~, ub:ln(l
ollcd hy lh., lIatin".!'l"Ovid{'(1 alllUSl'1tlent and rClTl'lltioll for SOlO"; wandering goats Wt'l'C alro Ill{.'IIliful hut k"J"Hllhll~illlt 

X,,\\' nf1k;:rs joilled "'. :I~ all original oflk,·r.. exc"llt J.iL'lItcllallt Commander Seufl'!' were r,.'·assign('d to tltl" 
Stall.,.. 

I'rOj(r"~, fill Tu.dw:!)· "C" o[ Holo Airfield ~"ulltillll{'(1 and w:\,; lillally C'ompleted in time (or u~c by t.he <>l6 
UII<I C·47 transl'url~ that took t he first tl"OO)lli to }apall. 

The battalion all<o built l'UUII'" for CCT and Wth Brigade.. [nr whit'lt romm~lIdati...us \ycre r<:Cl!iVl..... In addition 
W{' '~:IIII,lIet"d 11 29.building OIK'rntional ."roa on J401.. Airfll'l", all nSIJbnlt J,lnnt. nlld sections of ,Jerimetcr road 011 

the airr",ld. Our (''UJnfJ \'I'US grudually built up 10 &-ahee standards and many worked Ill; volunteers in the oon.'ltnlCtion 
I>f b"uuliful St. l'bilill~ Chal"·1. Jt was hool H·d hy a visit from ."rchhi~h"p Spellman wh" ",,1<1 a sJJ(ociul :\In'!!' dedi
t.~..t.:d to ull Nu\'Y IIl1d Mnrine IlCn<o1l11<:.1 011 lhe i..l:md. 

:-;:C\\'" of RllAAiu's entry iuto the !>aei/il' War autl of lh.' alomic bomh!t w,t-o fotlowt-d shortly by the "1<,,;t wel· 
oomed I\(,W~ of all--"Ja/1<111 {k'!lir...,. l)CItl''','' Thnt Ilm\,idl-u the island with a ~dom-«tWllled display of firework •• 
ulld lIen'r was th,'r" a group of IIIMI with hapl'iL'I" Il<'art~. l~rolll \'-} Day OIl\\'llrd, our minds were doul>l)' occul>it.>d·· 
olle haU being d""oted to our j<>bII, the atlu,r hair, to thollghts of getting home. totalling discharge points. and wood('r. 
illl( Ilnw 10llg it wonld he. It wa"n't long h"fore sOIll" "r the mell lIctnally did stnrt oock and hopes mil high. 



EIGHTY-SECOND NAVAL CONSTRUCTION BATTALION 
,Fleet Post Offic0. 52,.;"1 l'rancirlco, Calif. 

I,.,. Ja:n.1.:.:Sl.l7 "IO'J.
.J.. •• /-) 

-qh ...20 J£.:l1.~J ...L... ..,.) 

..:larch If:·h29 ;,r) 

.23 Ap:ri1 lS43 

23 July 19t~3 

lql, ..15 ':"-;l,,;,.""Ust ",,'1') 

19 A.".l..::.-US~ IS!.:.} 

23 J './.~·~-u.st 101.:.7 

29 1..u..;:.-us ~ 1543 

5 Sa:;.te::te·e:- ., ell'"
-J .) 

10 St;?te::"co:: 1943 

12 S~pta=ba~ ' 043-J 

.., _","1')r~ SGpta=car , all'" 

~ ~ ~ --'~":!:)"""""::'_.J \,rC' .... .., __19 191;3 

14 Cctobo= 1943 

Arrived lJ3~t Gulfpo7~, ~issis~ippi. 
...," ..... 
;""" ~ 

Forrrard 3c~~lo~ of 9 0 ....··:1'.; c!::.rs ...,,..,.:: '.:l~ ,.."',; ." .. ",a.~ "'.'0......... - "" ~\".£. ...... Q .....__ .... ,,- .......... ~ 


departed .,,\3j), Port ~::i..~rL~:lC, Caj.iior.:-ic.v :~'J~" 07~~36n.S. 
1~in 2chelon of IS Offi.:ors and lOc:9 en~::;tec. :~.~~ 
departed .t3D, Port EU3nema, Cali:or:;:.ia, :G:'- ~~".;,_.~-~':;':":J. 

4 On icers 2.::.d 2C{j o11sted J::sn detached to Vella. La.7ella, 
SolOl:lon !slenc.s• 

1 Off!c.e:r a:.d Z3 t.nlif:ted !len .detached to ~1l:lc.a t ~T67f Georgia.. 

First ~c::elon of S of.ficars aud 22; enlisted tlG::l :-.oV€d. 

to On&.l T..:ea, ~97: Geo =-&ia.. 

Seco~d ec~elou of 5 officers and 350 e~lis~ed =s~ ~GV~d 
to One.o l:l~., Ne':l' G-ao::~is.. 

iJ:nil'd. $cl:.clO::l O-Z 5 o:!,icars ~d 212 cr::" ztd i:le:!l t:o"7sd 
to O!lCo::gs, :Te~ Geor-zia. 

'Fc't::.=t::.. ec;:,elon .:-;..... ::. o~.fical,. 

Cnc.o~e3.. ~1a;1 l1c~T~ia. 

]'ifth ec£:.=lon 0= 3 oftiCGl~S ;,:;'",t: _'..I -" ~.:,~ :.:..;'t"clt to c~,:c.o~Z!l., 
l{e~ G~o=gi2. 

1 e~ficar ~i 20 ~s~ ~rrived 
l~da, Ne~ Geo~E~~. 
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----------~~----

. . 
" 
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9 Dece:::b9l' 1943 

10 Deccwber "0"'"J../T; 

10 Dcce::oer i-ob-3... 
11 Dcce~ber 1943 

26 Decenbel... 191~3 

1 S<=,?te::::i'cer 10H, 
.. -r-f' 

",,'"1"T23 S~te=;'er 101 '" 

;0 5 £:? t e:1'O ar 1944 

:; :1'ove='ber "c44";'.,t • 

'4 D:ce=b~l" '044... -.I 

... 1 .... 12 Ja:l~a=7 ' 
_:;I"',? 

... "",,'t_:; J6~:0!aZ7 J.;;"t.? 

23 ::..:a:-cll '5' .... - -r.? 

2 !!a7 ' c."-",,-ij 

11 l!ay 1945 

1irst echelon of 14 officors and 350 men 
froD ender-gat :{eu Georeia. 

Second ochelon c'! t~ of':icerf: ancl 3CO 
froo. Cndct:;ga., 1:e·.7 Georgi",-_ 

~ ,.. . , .....Pirs~ echelo~ arriv~d Ste~ling. .... "'" .... -... _-
Second. ec:.elon al'riV'sd. Sterlitlg, Tree.n-.:.:..../ -" 

Th~rd echelo~ ot 1 officer ~~d SO 
OnG.onza, 'i!:e:; G~~l·.2;ia. 


Third echelo:l arrived Ster11r.g. Tl"ea:3'c::-:r !sla:n.d3. 


P.~-r eo~slcn of 1 officer and ~O =an ~rl'ive~ 
Sterling, T reasl.:.ry' !sltnc!s f!'O:J O::ldcn:;;a I Y;' e7: C:...ao:'g:.a.. 

P01"'i'l'arcl echelon of E.1+ officers and 909 J::le:l de;a:rt~i 
Treas1ll7 !sl~C!s fo!" ~t';,ou.1, !I-677 Caledonia.. 

10Z"\\2rd 2chelo:l a:'l'ived. at ::1'e:?0ui, ~j9ii Calcclo:lia. 

~~~- eA~A'~~ o~ 2 O~~l'CQ-S o~~ 6h ~;-_ ...--.1. ........___ .y..... _ .. ,J,. '..,.,.. """'__T ....... __ 
;IJreast:..--y ! s la::.c.s f o!" :r6"rl Ca.ledo::.is" 

?S2r ecl':alon c~ 2 o::~ic$:rg ~d. 64 l:C::' arriv8d. at 
liepoui t :;e-;r Caledo:d.~. 

20 e:::.lis ted. =e:n. 

~i:l ec=.o!'C:l of 23 ~:;;:"'icors and 9 ";':'~ =.::.:: left :7\'~~u::', 
;r~-:1 Caledc:lia.. 

!sla!11s. 
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EIGH'TY-SECOND NAVAL CONSTRUCTION BATTALION 
. ' Fleet Post Office, San Frc..!lcizCQ, Calif.'; '... . . \ 1',\ 

'\j ""'.\ \ ,-'. ,. ;'')\' ;': .....:;;.~ 
Pa.ge 3 ".~:.J::' oJ 

ro Uay 1,,1...
... 'i':,) 

23 May leI, ... 
... "1':,) Arri~€-i 'U1.itl:1, iiestcru CaroliI:.as. 

12 J'Il.!!S 19~~5 

13 Jtll!a 1...c""1', 

IS JU!le ,0"--,-~J 

12 Jul71945 

P.:.;.r echelo;!l of 1 officer ,;0,:::.::. !.O ;:.:;:n dG:p~rted ~TePo·d. 
lie"il Caledonia. 

Cul'rentlj' loc,.tedat Okin.?Tfa. Shizra. 

:Rear echelon still in transit. 

Certified to b~ a t~~e 
i ti:ler~.'!'7 of t::'e S2:::.d 
'C's:: CO=.3 tructio::: 3a.t tali on. 
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