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82nd C,8,

NCIC -~ Davisville

ABD -~ Gulfport - Bueneme
Rendy Date - 3 May'43

Left ABD - 748 Jul'4:
Location =

Acorn-10--~Broacury loumes Okinawa

108

3-24-43 - Being transferred from NCTC Davisville to ABD Gulfport.
4-28-48 - 82nd OB arrived Hueneme from GCulfport.
8~ 4-43 ~ Embarked Bueneme 20 Jul - destination Acorn 10. ( Disp. Com 12 to FD Noumes
x 201724 Jul'43)
| 9~ 9-43 -~ 82nd CB embaked 10 Jul'43 and arrived Epic 28 Jul'43.
10-21-43 - 82nd OB left Epic 15 Aug'43 and arrived Bevy 19 Aug'43. A detachment of 4 off. ar
' . 208 men sent forward on 29 Aug. to assist the 58th (B at Vells LaVella.
1l- 9-43 - 1 Oot'43 report of 82nd CB ~ the larger part of 82nd CB arrived at forward area
"Toenails" in Sep; at end of month only 10 men and 2 off. at Hevy.
1-.11-44 - 82nd OB detached from 15th Reg.. and assigned to Naval Base Treasury. (Comsopac to
15th Reg. 062254 Sec.) (WSJ)
2-14-44 - 1 Jan'44 report of 82nd OB - Batt 1is at GOOD TIME except for 69 men.
3-20-44 - 1 Peb'44 report of 82nd CB - operating at Treasury. .
144 » - 1 Mar'44 report of 82nd CB - operating at Treasury.
6~ 1= 1 May'44 report of 82nd CB - operating at Treasury.

of 82nd g% - g%ggﬁgg g‘é gﬁ:ﬁ%‘; Received 90 replacements

82nd 0.B.

8-25-44 - 82nd (B located at Teeasury - Following info from Data of SoPac as of 7/1/44:
Jul'43 - Arrived Noumea ;
Aug'43 - *  “guadalcanal
Bep'43 - " New Georgia
Novl43 - " Preasury
Staging for Cub 12 - Jul'4d4 i :
9-19-44 - 1 Aug'44 report of 82nd CB - located at Treasury. This batt lrs been secured

. since 1 Jul and has been awaiting orders for a forward move.

10=17-44 - 1 Sep'44 report of 82nd OB - Completsd loading 24 Aug'44 for movement to
Noumea, 2 off, and 64 men left at Treasury with camp. As of 1 Sep'44 still
aboard ship. Report endorsed by 18th Reg. ' -

10-24-44 -- 82nd (B loading in latter part of Aug'44 for Nepoul, HNew Galedcnia.(ﬂomaerfor?flt
monthly report for Aug'44 to Budocks Ser, BPO0181l5 Secret dtd 12 Sep '44).

10-28-44 -- 18th Reg. dissolved, The 82ud and 87th CB attached to the 18th Reg, is to report
to the 17th Reg. for duty{Comsopac Sec. disp. 230036 NCR 246 dtd 23 Oct'44 to
Comseronsopac and CNB Noumea) .

11-16-44 - 1 Oct'44 report of 82nd OB - located at Noumea during Sep'44. Report endorsed by
18th Regiment. At the beginning of the report period (Sep). the batt star ted
unloading its gear and setting up camp.

11-16-44 - 1 Oct'44 report of 87th OB - Rear Echelon of the 82nd OB arrived at Noumea on
30 Sep'44 along with the rear echelon of the 87th.

11-21-44 - 1 Oct'44 report of the 18th Reg. - The 82nd OB reported to the 18th Reg. on 5 Sep
and was assigned to dock and road construction in the Nepoul Area of New Caledonia

13-5-44 - 1 Nov'44 report of 82nd CB - operating at Noumea., Report endorsed by 17th Reg.



2nd OB

i

12-18-44 ~ 1 ¥ov'44 report of the 17th Reg. =~ On arrivzl of the 17th Reg. at Noumes, the
82nd end 87th (B!s were detached from the 18th Reg. and attached to the 17th.

12-28-44 - The 82nd CB as of 1 Dec'44 located at Youmea.{CNB Noumea Sec. disp to Comseron—
sopac 070540 dtd 16 Dec'44),

;vf—fzs - 1 Dec'44 report of 82nd CB - located at Noumea, Report endorsed by 17th Reg.

¢ 1=10-45 - 1 Dec'44 report of the 18th R 38 men from

; ) . - tm leth »

% the 821 05 ez Reg. were transferred to

2~ 7-45 - 1 Jan'45 report of the 82nd OB - located at N :

- ] - loumea. Report endorsed by 17th Rege.
2-~13-45 -~ The 82nd (B orderad detached from 17th Reg. to report to the 42rd Reg.yfor dnzgg
P éﬁomseronsopac Sec, disp to 17th Reg. 272205 Jan'45), ' '
| 2-27-40 — The 82nd (B reported to the 43rd Reg. 30 Jan'45,(43rd Reg. conf. lst End
: 8 . . i .{on
; Reg. orders dtd 30 Jan'45) to 0inC 82nd CB dtd 30 Jan'4s), ) (on 1741
:3;-§6i25 - i §§::2§ report of the 82nd CB - located at Noumea,

() ‘report of the 17th Reg. - On 12 Jan, the 15 men of the 82nd CB
. duty at Bspiritu Santo ret'd to the batt for duty. on det
29-45 -~ 1 Mar'4s report of the 82nd CB -~ 1location not given. Detachment of 1 off. and
30 men et LORB, Russells. Batt is in the process of reoutfitting., »
4-17-45 ~-- 1 Apr'4b report of 82nd (B. - located at Noumea. Detachment of 1 officer & 30

, "
m ?we%j? !}g‘:;m ﬁ.aﬂn spending 6 weeks at LCRB Russells.Bouted via 43rd

5- 1-45 - The 82nd OB is located at Pt Nepoui on Noumea, (Dirpacdocks Sec Rep of 1 Apr)

5‘ - L
8-45 fgsﬁgg?gsgB is located at Noumea, ordered to BIVE. (Dirpacdocks Sec Rep of

6~21-48 ~ l gggféﬁjrqpart of 83nd CB - 29 offcrs & 1015 men are on board ship moving to an
L advanced base. 1 Det, of 1 offor & 13 men 1s remaining at Mepoui to guard oqt. 1

! offer & ' ,
| . Reg. S0 men on TAD at LCRB #2 from 9 Feb'45 to 14 Mar'48, Report routed via 43rd

Location - Qgihama 82nd c.ﬁ. ; A V

6-13-45 - 1 May'45 report of the 43rd Reg - 87nd CB aboard ship en route to the target
with a detachment of 1 off. and 13 men left at New Caledonia guarding equipment
to be shipped with a later ehcelon. Another detachment, 1 off, and 1 man, are
now due to arrive at the target shortly to mads adv preparations, Ilncluding camp

layout, for the Batt's arrival. .
6-21-45 - 1 Jun'45 report of the 82nd CB -~ At sea as of 1 Jun. Detachment of 1 off, end 13

‘wen left behind at Nepoul. 1 off. snd 1 man preceeded batt to target. 25 off.
and 993 men to vhich 1 off. &nd 1 men are temp attached are quartered on one ship
in this movement snd 4 off. 2nd 22 men are proceeding forwd on snother ship,
Report vic 43rd Reg. »

6-29-45 - 82nd CB reported to CCT 18 Jun'45, Ordered to further report to 0inC 10th Brg/
for assignments to duty. (CCT APO 331 sec 1ltr ser 443 dtd 18 June to Oinl 82nd
CB--2nd end on CNAB Noumea orders ser 94-0 dtd 20 Apr'45)

7- 5-45 - 82nd OB reported to the 43rd Reg on 18 Jun'45. (43rd Reg sec 1ltr ser 00494 dtd

18 June to OinC 82nd CB)

7-10-456 - The 82nd CB reported to the 10th Brz 18 Jun'45. Ordered to further report to Oinc
43rd Reg for duty. (10th Brg sec orders ser 0069 dtd 18 June to 0inC 82nd CB--
3rd end on CNAB Noumea sec orders 94-0 of 20 April) :

7-16-45 - 1 Jul'45 report of the 82nd CB - located at Okinnwa. The 1lst echelon of the
batt, consisting of 29 off. and 1015 men, arrived et Ckinswa on 18 June. The
rear echelon, consisting of 1 off, and 10 men, is at vresent enroute from Noumesa
hzving departed on 13 June.

7-22-45 - The 82nd OB is assigned to the 10th Brg ond 43rd Reg. (CCT APO 321 sec repert

: on assignment of CB units ser 897 dtd 10 July)



- Location - Okinawa V 82nd C.B.
| Bel4e4b - 1 Aug'45 report of the 82nd CB - located at Okinawa. ‘The rear Echelon consisting of
' 10 men is wtill enrocute from Noumea %o this base having departed from Noumea on
18 Jun!45. 45 men were sent out on rotation leave during Jul'45.Report via the 43rd
feg and 10th Brig.
© 9~ 4-45 -~ The rear echelon of the 82nd O3 is still enroute from I’av:,' 131 to this point having
: deperted from there on 18 June'45, (43rd Reg sec monthly report for July'45,
supplement to).
10-1.-45 s 1 Sept'45 report of 82nd CB - located at Ckinawa. Heport via 43rd Reg. & 10th Brig.
11 men were rotated for leave. The-rear ech. of 82nd OB reported on board 4 Aug'45.

10-29-45 - 1 Oct'45 report of 82nd 0B located at Okinaws. Repo a_43rd Re th Brg.
| 11-1-45 - CNOB, Okinawa requests suthority to inactivate 82nd B. (ENOB Okina%ra con?’ &ixpg

261516 Oct'45 to Comservpac).

11-12-45 - The following construction unitas are trensferred from the 43rd Reg. to the 10th Brg.
x effective as of 17 Qct!45:--71let, 82nd & 130th CBs. (CNCT, Okinawa conf 1ltr ser 0832
dtd 18 Oct'45 to 0inC, 10th Brig).

11-19—-45 - Comservpac approves inactivation of 82nd GB Advise Comservpac when lnactivat ion
is completed. (Comservpac ltr ser 5722 dtd 5 Nov'45 to ONOB, Okinawa),
' 11-27-46 - 1 Nov'4b report of 82nd CB - located at Okinawa, Report vie 44th Reg. & 10th Brg.
© 1=3l-46 - CNCT, Okinawa to CSP ser 6515 dtd 1 Dec'45 ltr states that the 82nd ,,ZB wag in-
activated on 30 Nov'45. (Dirwespacdocks conf rpt dtd 10 Jan'46). °
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History

July 10, 1935 there is a date ufl the old members of the S2ud will always remesnber. On that morning, decked
out in undress blues, with packs and hand luggage, we followed our resplendent military band, company by company,
prast the last gronp of V-signing civilians to the dock at Port Huenente, California. We were to embark on the “Istand
Mail” for parts unkuown in the vast blue Pacific. For us it wasa “red letter day™. Little did we realize that we would
speird forty-one days and forty nights crowded into the dimly lighted, wnsty, and unpleasant interior. A small group
of vur men, traveling with and guarding onr equipmient and supplies, had already bourded the ~“Cape San Aartin”.
They. in contrast 1o us, experienced a slower but more cruise-like and comfortable crossing.

The trip across will ever haunt our memorics,  Meals were filled with such unpleasantries as cold storage cggy,
Spam, more Spam, ham, canned hash, canned stew, and Vienna sausage. None will forget the many hours spent
below decks in gloomy, steamy, and greasy “Hole Nuntber Three”.  Life aboard ship included genvral guarniers,
musters, rifle inspections, gnard and gun watches, unlighted sights, and o sub alert, For amusement and entertain-
et we had the hazing and initistion coumected with the sudden change from a “Polywog ' status to a ~Sheliback”,
the band concerts, the shoridived feeture scrivs, pocket reading books, old nagarines, a crowded topside and rail
with the passing sea, the stars and moon at night, playing fiving fish, and “Water, water, everywhere”’

At sunrise one morning, July 24th to be exact, New Caledonia snddenly appeared on the horizon,  Shortly
the pilor wax aboord and brought us through the reels and mine field, steaming to the accompaniment of the band,
into—not the immer harbor at Noume:. but to the unesciting or “let down” anchorage outside the sub get. Noumea,
howvver, did not long remain without the *Fighting (2) $2nd”, After a few days we entered the inner harbor, mainly
to place ux near the “Whitney™ which needed sone special work details. A little afternooi liberty in the strange
Preneh town and a beach-heer party were thrown in. Few of us suspected the quaint, foreign-tooking, military-filled
city would bi the only sign of cily-type civilization the Bagtakion would run into until we returned over a year later.

Pinally, on Angust 15th, we raised our bamaeled anchor and headed toward our first war contact in thie Pacific
Fslamds, On Angust 198h we landed on Guadaleanal, one year and (2 days after the Marines had made theie initial
tanelings in 1942, Here we {foand ourselves camping among the topless rees of a Former cocoanut plantation on one of
thie Bench-head batlefields which was surrounded by machine gun dugouts and littered with skulls.

The island had been secured only 3 few days before our arrival but was stif subjected to air alerts and occasional
Bosibings, More pleasunt was the sofid ground beneath our feet, the beer, and most of all, the fresh water brook.
This was Utopia after all the salt water showzrs, pail bathing, laundering attempts, and stolen water-filled canteens
of the “Istand “jail* ™.

The “Canal” proved to he u temporary stop-over—just @ jumping-off place cn rogte 1o nore adyanced hases—
~up the fine”. There were a couple of small jubs, but soon Company “C* was off for Viclla Lavella on August 29,
the most advanced outpost ac the time, On September 13th, the greater portion of the hattalion boarded their LST's
aitd LCs for Ondonga,  The rear echelons then followed periodically to Ondonga.
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The “Canal”, we soon found, was to be but a jumping-off or reloading stop for more distant shores. September
tith was the LST boarding date for our first echelon, selected from the already one Company shart Battalion. We
were finally en soute to show the 82nd “Can Do™ spirit—at Ondonga, an oddly shaped flat little istand nested he-
tween New Georgia and Arundel, at the southern end of Kula Gulf across from Kolombangara. Ondongn, in native
tougue, means “Island of death and disease”. The approaches to the island were fiat and in lunding our first ship
went aground in the shallow tidal water. As a result landings were made at Munda amd the men and equipment
transferred to LCT and LCT eraft with fess draught.

The big job, a $230 foot Hghter strip with taxiways aud bardstands was started immediately with the elearing
away of seetions of jungle and lmdreds of the everdy spaced cocoauut trees. A tiajor part of the island had been
“Peru” plamation of Lever Brothers, who had sct trees in long straight rows. With dynamite, dozers, pans, shovels,
graders, and rollers the coral was brokeu, woved, and pounded into something the Army Engineers had said, *Couldn’t
bre done’”, O the 18th day the first small plave came in and made a successful landing. In the meantime. the camp
was alsa taking shape amidst the deep, sticky, truck-cliewed mud beneath the spreading, but continually-dripping
padin frouds.

Eveu at this exarly date, the men were dreamting of going home or still believing the Recruiting Officer’s famous
kist words.,  However, there was some canse for this homesickness, for o few of the men were receiving word of uew
addditions 1o their Gunily. The color of the inen was also changing to “Atabrine Yellow”, sunbuen red, and dark tans,
A fow motley und mouldy beards appeared to change facial appenranees, A few with brown noses, emanated from
attempts to obtiain decking from the mill for solid mahogany teut foors or o boardwalk for over the gumbo mud, or
to cateh @ jumip iu rating,  Cattle rustling was sporty but proved futile when the meat was declared discased. The
tent visiting gouts were too raminiscent of famb meals, hut the ducks and chicks thrived and lay well until their
numbers suddenty decrvased one dark night. Boxes of wumpum or Woolworth jewelry occasionally would arrive but
natives were Tew and far between~Oudonga was not inhabited before the arrival of Allied forecs. More welecomed
were the packages of edibles or possibly a well saaled bottle of clierries (2} to supplement the potent locally stilled or
Jacked lgnids. We were all saddened when one lot of mail was delivered to Davy Jones by mistake but we soon
recovered after the next few batehes arrived.  The Chaplain's office housed u library. In mid November, the “Rec”
Hadl, with a supply of boxing gloves, fouthalls, soft and hard balls, games, aud an often moved and tired piaco, opened.
The nipping, smpping censor remaived, as ever, the bDutt of joke and gripe but daunticssly continoed with his unre-
lentless  ask.

Work and jobs cante thick amd strong, keeping the moen busy and minds occupied.  The airfield broaght fTorth
such added tasks as a periineter road around the island, felling of the trecs across the water ot Arundel and New Ceorgia
appesite the ends of the strip, a large tank farm to house high octane aviation fuels and oils, guarters for the flyers,
and spevial clectricnl and commmusication work at the fickl. A snall boat dock, for “Tom’s Navy” which was being
sl for considerable salvaging work, was crected awd an ingenious protective anchorage provided-——by basting a
channel from the open water to a homb erater on Kildare Island.  While low tide allowed a person to wade from
Omdonga to Xew Ceorgia, this was hardly feasible for vehicles and so a canseway eonnecting the two was addud to the
List of jobs accomplished.  The Thick ad Thin Lumber Company had Deen set up alnost on arrival day and was
pushing out ambogany, teak, and cocoanut boards at a rapid clip under warchful ¢yves beeanse af imbedded shrapnel.
Adequate warning of approaching planes resulted after we worked on the Army’s Radar fustallations at Munda.
The Marines 1t Tefense beeame even more friendiy after we did cotsiderable electric aud telephonic wiring around
their eamp.

The days, werks, mul mouths passed with lightning speed, one upon another, until December 9, 1943, when we
onee more took o sea snd headed for Stirling Istand i the Treasury Group.
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T'e members of the Battalion, Company “C" will always be associated with Vella Lavella, and, to us of that
company ald the five Headguarters Company men temporarily attached with us, that island will probably stay
foremost in memorics of onr time spent overseas. We had no definite idea of what to expeet that Sunday, 29th of
Augnst 1943, as we boarded the three LST's for the trip. although scuttlehbutt had been telling us that the Seabees
alrcady there had been i serious tronble.  The nest morming, around 04X, the anchors were raised, and we started
ofl with our scemingly not-too-large destroyer escort,

The first inkling of trouble oceured at night between Rendova and New Georgia when a fone plane suddenty
came in to bomb and strafe ns. The following morning, August 3ist, as we neared Gizo and Gononga, we found our
exort nearly doublad and several LCTUs added to the convay. The destroyers, however, appeared to have no fear of
fand-based guns o troops for they skirted close to these Jap-held istands as well as to Kolombangara. But as we pulled
in 1o oir beachlead al:ont 0320, hell bhroke loose—-Jap planes had the Janding spotted and came in with bombs and
spaittering mackine guns. Oor fighters downed three eneny planes and sent the rest aflying.

The 38th N.C.B., we soon fonnd, had really heen in trouble and, after two weeks, many were still living in
foxholes. Scant erews had started the job at hand, the Barakoma airstrip, and were making some beadway. oo
cently, most of our first day we wandered (roin one possible camp-site ta auother. We finally were assigned a spot
anud set v a pup-and-fly-tent eamp, with dozered faxhold-ditches, near the end of thie strip and close to the offensive,
dead-Jup-ridden and oil-slicked shore. The site was but a temporary one, and on September 5th, we packed off to
a heiglie Dehind vhe strip, later sickmmned “Daisy Catter Hill™,

This camp, iu contrast with the shoreline growth of cocoanut trees and bamboo, was in dense jungic with
hnge-kneed trecs, littde or no sunlight, lizards two and three feet long, huge Tand erabs, bats, parrots, night naives
af all sorts, rain, deep guml o mod, and even cerie, fuoreseent glowings in the night where a tree had heen ent or
the bark brised.

Kiee we were having alerts by daye aned night, foxholes and Bowmb shelters were much in evidenee. i opera-
tious recorded 144 conditions Red with 23 howbiongs the first mwonth of the istand’s occupation. We, ton, were on the
receiving e, Just after midnight, September 1 the Japs, who anist bave spotted our eamp on the hill or suspected
that sonething nusst Be at the eud of the road, let go with two personnel bombs, Oue hit in the womls Tiebind tle
Chiefs” and officers’ tents and the other on the edge of the enlisted wen's section of the camp. They broke trees,
flattened a row of teuts, and caused sixtecn casnalties including the loss of Patrick Begley, and injury cansing awpn-
tation of Keith Shattuck’s anu.

With duds passing over us uml hitting the strip arca the next two nights sind more bombs hitting in the midst
of the 38th Battalion's mintor pool actoss the road from us, we decided it was thue to move again—aud fortanately
too, for the following night our former galley was hit. This time we bailt canp in o cocoanut plantation on o kunll
Feliind the Noval Base, ncar the end of the istand, Higher ona hill behind us were the Marines with % mm. A A guns.

White inost of the motor pool men woere busy assisting with the strip or working on our special assignment——
taxiways, hardstands, and revetments, maost of the other crews were working on the Barakoma River bridge, the tank
furin, the hospital with its bomb shelter operating room and ward, chow halls, framed and decked teuts, furniture,
and other equipment.  Twice simall crews under Mr. Gordon went off on special assignments-—radar installations,
deep into unaccupivd and possibly Jap-infested seetions of the island, Road work came after some of the egquipmaent
wus released from the strip and storage areas, and it was ont one of these jobs that oue of the dozer men stopped short,
thinking he was climibiag a pretty hig boulder, only to find that it was Licutenaut Gordon's jeep beneath his dozer,
Later, another operator was ordered to push somie trees and brush into the sea—only to have the machine suddenly
fult ont from nader him.  Bot more serions was an aecident which accnrred when a damaged plane cume in with an
nnespladed bomnb toad. The rendering-safe of the bomb attracted a large number of by-stonders among which were
a gromp of o boys, The bomh's untimely explosion cost ns three more men—Elmer Bowlin, Aaron Martin, and
Samnel Holt, as well as seriomsly injuring George Fdgerly.

All could mat be work for such a group of men and there were lighter moments, highlighted by the “Kiwi™
Cuneert Party, Chapluin Ayer's Siokers and gnests, the preliminaries for the boxing championships of the South
Pacific with six of onr men competing and three reaehing the icland finals, the cat-eye and shell bunting, the hikes
ta the leson aud lime grove or to the ofd native villages and heautiful beach ou the other side of the istand, eoncerts
by the 4th Marine Defense Orchestra, soft-hall in the park on the hill top, and, of course, movies every other night.
Sowe enjoyed simply watching the sun rise over the oxtinet volcanic cone of Kolombangara or sitting bencath the
Inige tree which extended out over the water ou the heach below the camp,
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] The Treasury Croup proved to be our next rung up the Solomon Isiand ladder, anid it was there that the
Battalion gradually reonited. The forward echelon landed on Stirling Istand December 10th. Company “C” came in
on the 23rd and a small portion of Company D" arrived from Munda on March 25th.  This group of islands had
Leott invaded by Americans and New Zealanders on Qctober 30th, just prior to the initial landings of Novembrer |
at Mmpress Angusta Bay, Bougainville,

Stirking is o small island, four miles long and ranging from one half o vne and a half miles wide. It is litt'e
more than a mass of coral projecting from tke sea, rising about 100 fect in a weather-Leaten clifi-like formation on
the open sca side and sfoping down 1o the hieaches an Blunche Bay, Like the other islands of the chain, it was jungle-
covered except for a few small arcas along the bay where some of the land had once been cleared and planted as
coconnt plantations.  As a rarity among istands of similar size, it had o small lake, which we nged as our fresh water
spmply.

The first few months of our eight months stay flew by, We were intenscly busy, working round the ¢lock on
the various Laxiways connected with the strip.  First, there was clearing the area of its thick jumgle vegetation, then,
scraping, dynamiting, and entting the white virgin coral. Next came the leveling. filling, and grading w form the
rock-hard, rel’cd taxivays and hard-stands for the "Mitchells” or B-25s.  The number of these was continually
inereased for the relentless ponnding of the Japanese at Rabaul, Kavieng, Buka, and other places on New Britain,
New Ireland, aud Bougainville, Added to this, our biggest project, were others of great importanec; the soundings
in the Bay, the erection of the Quonset hut esmp for the 42nd Bomb Group, the Navy Base Hospital, the tank farm,
the Mono signal tower, the pontoon dry docks for the P. T, Base, radio masts, omb dumps, the piers for the crash
hoats, the conerete gas barge, the small boat dock, Mono beach, and iniles of roadway,

But all was not work, and we had some lighter mowents. Our camp was situated in the center of a “theatre
district”, due to the proximity of other eampy, giving us some sclection in motion pictures to ateend.  Occassionally
2 US0O show or other stage show would visit the island; it was thus that we heard “Love in Bloom” 3 Ia Jack Benny
with Larry Adler accompaniment.  We alse had Bob Hope, Jerry Coloua, Frances Langford, and Patty Thomas
distract us somewhat from a torrential downpour. A group of touring New Zealanders with Marlene Hedtrash, a
femule impersonutor, gave us a grend but air-alert-roken performance.  In addition to this, we had onr own Island
Talent Show. Our First Ammiversary Ovenseas provided us with an wnusnal day, remembered for the Commemoration
Service, the special dinner, the haseball game, aond the aatisfaction of a year behind us.  Excursions were {requently
made o the native villages on Mono, There wias a marvelous salt-water swimming hole near the bomb dump. Cat-
ey hunting and souvenis-inaking beeame quite popular. The douhle-purpose balt field was pearly always i use and
rivalry between Comapny teams ran rampant. For g time we had Saturday night boxing matches and exhibitions,
Ewen g small school, with quite a varied progmm of study, operated for awhile. A few small jssues of Iresh meat and
vegetables hroke the manotonous food fare between the Stirling holiday dinpers on Christmas, New Years, and our
First Anniversary,

As with all gronps, there were moments of more seriousness. When the work slackened and more time was
availiide, we turned to a military training prepram complete with close order drill, pack inspection, ficld problems,
and rifle range practice. The visit of Admin ! Coml « broughit forth a dress parade, honor guards, and special clean-up
details. The Japs, during the early part of o siay, esused excitement with their air raids xed had the islind gunmers
ercating deadly Fourth of July skies, The falling, rotten, rain sonked, shallow rooted trees brought many & terror-
striken heart, especially after the first caswaltics ocomrred within our own area and the PLT, Base.  Plespite &l the
damger, a2 bit of humor was added the night a creaking tree hastily cinptied the 42nd Bomb Group theater ares,

Augnst formd us packing for another move, with “Statiside” skuttlebutt enanating from every mouth, However,
much to everyone's disgast, it tuesed out ta Be anfy wiskful thinking, and New Culedonin was gext stog.



c PpmIASTE=PpS SmZ

History

Whatever may have been our homeward hopes and desires when we left Stirling Island, such ™was not to be,
for we ieaded Southwest, and, on September ist, we passed through the reefl and into Nepoui Harbor where we were
nict by Connnander Fowler awnd some of the other Battalion officers who reported directly there from Australian leave.
The tarbor facitities were tmost incager, with only o small “rickety” dock in evidence, and, since that was being used
by New Zeatanders, we ferried oursclves and equipment sia poutoon barges to the shore.

Our rule-and-square camp, we soon found, was to be located atop a 170 foot, arid, windswept, and nninhabited
plateay promontory, Nepoui Peninsula, whicl, above the eliff-like coral and sandstone sides, was covered with a
serub-like forest growth containiug mainly a type of loug leal pine, a encalyptusr—the Niaouli, and some types of
vear-aromud leafed trees, The view averlookiug thie bay toward the beoken “razor-backed” rigged monntain ranges
or the low coastal plains was exciting, but ag we were accustomed to tropical, steaming jungle heats, we nearly frozc
fur about s month in the 21 degree South Latitde temperatures. We wore sweaters and jackets by day and crawled
beneatls twa e three blaukets by night, after taking ice-water showers,

A farge two-berth dock was onr big job. for the Army was Lo use the south central section of the iskund as a
Jumping-off place, replacement center, supply base, and rehabifitation area for the armies invading the Philippines.
We started the job and were progressing toward the angle of the L when suddenly the bottom dropped out of the hay,
aned piles driven into the sitty mod bounewd out as soos as they were released. The design was hastily changed to a
very llat ¥ oand work rexumed, only ta he temporarily halted at times, then continued again. The Pacific war was
provecding Taster and better than expected and necds (or the dock varied.  In time, it was pushed to completion and
was o cotmmendable job complete with a harbor master's building with signal tower, night lighting, fire wall partitions
and water fines, amd a lead-in or access road around the peninsula’s point,

The motor pool was busy with the access road as the dock was being constructed, eutting into the cfiff around
the point, They were also busy on the road from camp to the main istand road, and on the latter—widening, bridgiong,
cutting, nnd maintaining from Pouembout to Poya.

The stay on New Caledonia will be remanbered for many niore things than just the work we did. Liberty ouce
again became a frequent word on the lips of the men, as well as “Three Feathers”, “Kauaka Chasing”, and hunting,
Speciint passes and transportation were allowed, and excursions to Koue, Yoh, Bourail, La Foa, Houailfou, and the
Missions near Pava were frequently macle, Most of the towns had small inns and bars {and there were steaks. other
fresh mests, and foods delicious 1o G, [ palates), The little mine tmings and uative villages were photogenie, and, of
conrse, there were the Freueh girly aud natives, with difference of language ne barrier. Deer were most plentiful and
fuige hanting parties were formed, with a special detail bringing in meat for our galley. Fishing was good and soon
the men were making their own sail boats to enhanee this sport in deeper waters or for the keenness of racing com-
petition. PDG was o PX and ice-cream stop and Camp Hadsell, for awhile, accepted some of us for a week of rest
al relaxation which was made pleasant by the women Rad Cross workers.  Movies, fortunntely, hecame a nightly
rontie hroken by anly three stage shows inchuding a presentation of Gershwin's “Porgy and Bess”. We generally
prececided the movies by a solt-ball game on the ouly nmight-lighted field iu the Pacifie Area. Christmas and New Years
could hardly Bave heen as mniguely celebrated by any other military gronp.  But all was not play, and a s¢dons
accasion was the Christinas cbhurch servives with the native chioir which retnmed to be with us in the service on Easter
Sundav.  Thaoksgiving aud Chostmas ench offered a track and fickd day with running, shot put, high jowp, tag of
war, amd ather ficld events,

Work was started on g new canp area in the Seahee Staging Area at Mt, D'or pear Noumea and men were
contimually gony baek and forth from Nepemi to Lhere, somie for a week of divided woek and liberty, others for medical
treatinent and dental work, One gronp of shipfitters and welders were away for awhile for special ship repair work at
Tukud in the Solomons, A wilitary training program was agaiun inougurated to keep the men partially acenpied, and
a dress parsde for Admiral Heudren was hield for the awarding of Purple Heart inetals,  After weekly visits ta the
rifle”rnuge, mititary training culminated with each Campany spending a few, generally minsoaked, days i a hivonac
area rot far from Boursil, The trajutng cone to a hasty conclusion whew work was started in dismantling half of the
dock mud preparations were made to move o onee again, The " William X, Gray” took on some of onr equipiment and
shortlv the USS Celeno tied 1o nur infrequently used dock, and we once again elimbed the gangplank and st to sea,
bownd For the front—Okinawa, il seuttlebutt held truc.
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History

As with ail of our previous moves, we fiad 1o definite idea of our firal destination on feaving Nepou, but ovr-
tainly it was to be “up the jine™, for we were carrving most of our equipment with us. Okinawa was rnning forcmost
it our niinds, but still, there conld be a possibility of, ray, the Marianas or the Philippines. It was thus not wo wnuch
of a surprise when we headed toward the former in the Ryukyus, after two bengthy atoll lagoon auchorings at Eniwetok
and Ulithi. Our trip, even though hroke by a few howrs ashore where coke and beer were available, was long and
monotonons, aud our regular mail was missed keenly, V-E Day was jubilantly received, but our miuds ran muore to
the fighting at our destination and the unknown eonditivas we might find. That sl was not tranquil was ayrertainzd
as we drew closer and couwld see the fiaskes of guns, the flare lighted sky, our plaues on bombing runs, and hear the
distant rumble of hattle. Yet a short time later, we passed serene terraced islands and were astounded by the tremen-
dous nmuber and viricty of ships as we drew to onr final stopping place. We disembarked, arrayed in helmets, leggings.,
impregnated clothing, packs, loaded belts, extra smmunition, gas sasks, riflies, and londed further with our personal
wuar.
We traveled by truck to our first camnp on an occ-view stope, We passed the chiarred mins ot native bouses
with their walls and windbreak trees, an accasional Japanese shrive, and rows of the mnusual but hattle-scarred hill-
side tombs. Here, heteath the scattered pines, we caught our first glimpse of enemy plancs in the scarchiights. and
wekstood peritneter guard with unlocked pieces. Shortly after our arrival our first rotation and discharge-bound meu
feft for the states. Likewise, we saw Commander Fowler leave and Licutenaat Contmander Seuder take over. Soon
our work on the taxiways of Bolo Airficld began; at the sune time work proceeded on our secomd camp on the beach
near Kikida, which was ready for tie Battalion by the weekend of June 30th. ——

The new campsite proved to be ideal with its rain-absorhing sand and scattercd sun-protecting pines.  Luougi
very husy, we gradimlly becamie more contfortable.  Our Second Anniversary Overseas passed nearly unioticed. o
system of individual birthday cakes for ¢very man in the Battalion was bighly welcomed. Wandering horses, aband-
oued by the natives, provided amusement and reereation for some; wandering geats were also plentiful bist less athnsing

New officers joined us as all original officers except Lieutenant Commander Scufer were re-assigned to the
States.

Progress ou Tasiway “C" of Bolo Airficld continued and wis finally comnpleted in time for use by the C-46
aml C-47 trapsports tist took the first troops to Japan.

The battabion also buift camps for CCT and 10th Brigade, for which commendations were received. 1n addition
we completed a 20-building Operational Area on Bolo Airfickl. an asphalt plant, and sections of perimeter road on
the airfield. Our camp was gradually built up to Scabee standards and many worked as volunteers in the construction
of buantiful $t. Phitips Chapel. It was honcied by a visit fram Archbishop Speliman who held g special Mass dedi-
cated to wll Navy and Marine persoune] on the island.

News of Russin's entry futo the Pacific War aud of the atmnic homhs was followed shortly by the most wel-
comud news of afl—Japan desires peree,”  That provided the island with o scldom-cqualled display of fireworks,
and never was there o group of men with happier hearts, From V-] Day onward, our minds were doubly oecypied -
auc half being devoted to our jobs, the other half, to thoughts of getting home, totalling discharge points, and wender-
ing how loag it would be. It wasn't long hefare some of the et actually did start back and hopes ran high.
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HItinerary of ths Eighiy-Second Naval Comestrastion I

e e o
4 Jzavary 1943 Formad of HCTC, Davisvillis,
28 Jeauvsry 1943 Coxmissioned at NCIC, Davisvillo, Eaol. "~ | \-oynddsd
s
29 Mazrch 1643 Dzparted ICTC, Davisville, Tncde Islanc,
1 April 1643 Arrived ABD, Guifpor:, Missiseippi.
ol Apwil 1543 Departed AZD, Cuifpor:, Mic:issippi.
28 April 1843 Arrived ARD, Pord Hucmemo, Cziifornia.
§ Jiy 1843 Formard Zexzien of 9 Officers and 22 snlicied mexn
departeld A3D, Port Zusneme, Califorzia, Tor orersens.
10 July 1943 - Main Derslon of 18 0:Ffizors arnd 1022 eniistvad —oa
departed /=D, Port Zusnems, Califormiz, fou ove.unizs.
- Vyom 4 %y -~ = 2
28 July 1543 Mair and Forward Zchalena arrived Moumea, New falzdsniz,
. Yym - by - av - - “ .
15 iugust 184 Vain end Forward Eckhelen dsparted Moumea, Tew Iolofoniaz,
19 Auzusy 1543 Moin Fchelon arrived Guadaleansl, Bridish Sclomcn Isloads.
23 dugust 18%2 Forward Zchelcn arrived Guadslcarsl, 3.S5.71. ;
25 Avzusy 1843 4 officers and 208 elisted ren detached to Vella IaTells,
' ' Selomsa Isliends. -
5 Sextextar 1543 1 OZficer and 28 znlisied men datached to Munda, New Gaorziz.
10 Septector 1843 Pirst echelen of § officors and 225 enlisted men moved
Yo Cndonzz, Yeow Ceorzia.
12 Septerter 1643 Second echelon of 5 cfficers and 350 exlisted mea neved
to Ondongza, Yew CGeorzie.
1% Septester 1S%3  Third eckelen of 5 officers aad 212 crlizizd men meved
to Ondozgz, Yew Goorziz.
19 Szotextar 1543 Tonrth echelon o L officer ol Z0 nem moveld i
Cndozmga, ey Goorzias

3y ™ 1 it 3B * - -k S - Py S ce ek - -

15 Cetebeor 1043 2ifth ecnalon of 3 officers =l L) L. 2oved %o Sndozza,
S o
¥ewr Georgia

o oaT - e 3 M4 a3 -~ 2 X . . . ~ —

15 Nevemter 143 1 officer and 20 men arrived ©iv . Zilzshad dwdy ad
e, yd X —~
Mumda, Few Gzorgic.
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7

————-

9 Decexbsr
10 Decexber

10 Decender

11 Dececer 1543

20 Dec em‘ber 1ok43

21

L23 Decezter

11 Hay 1845

\8

First echelon of 14 officors and 250
fron Cndonza, Yew Georgis.

Se d ha -~ ‘s‘ 3 - o 2 el o ?’3«\‘“ % .
soend ecnglon o + oflicers and 3C0 mon e...u..h._,d.;. ':..r' RN
froz Cndeornga, Yew CGoergie. o=~

First echelon errived Storling, Toia.uwr T o og. iR

Second echelon arrived Sterling, Treasury = L35,

Third echelon of ) officsr and 80 n:- et

Ondonza, Hew Goorzia.

Third echelon arz'i.vca terlirg, Treasurr Islznda,

L officers znd 173 = arrived ab Sterling, Tressury

Isleals fron Vella LaValla,

Bezr eckhelcen of 1 officer and 20 msnp 9rrive<'. os
easury Islands fyom Ondon o S

terling, T

H

Forward ochcien of all of

Treasury Islauds fox

Boar echelan of 2 ¢fficers ard 64 mem
Trezsury Islands for llew Calsdonia,
Ssz2r echzlon o 2 officers and Y4 moz
3 i Yew Caledonis

+4€200L, aer En BLQALES,

35 enlisted mesn detached to Russslls or

U.,--i.., eamplen Of
Y&z Caledcnisz.

L o Ry - o~ - o
Yain echelon arrived at

E’"vhi, Sew c&le{.‘)

ficers and S0% ze

=

Nepoui

:
Y : o~ - ..
e T8 e ko

2 arrived at Jepcoui, New Caledoznia,

deparisd

“
[ ipepe 04 w\.u?.

Tl .- n 2
s Calelsnia,

2z left Izogwi,
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Itinorary of 82nd ¥C3

20 Moy 1545 Doparted Iniwetolk, Marskall Islaada,

25 iay 19&5 Arrived Ulitki, Western Carolines.

12 June 1945 Departed Ulithi, Testern Carolinss.

13 JL...s 1545 Paar echelon of 1 officer anld 10 =on dapar ted Tevowl

18 June 1645 Yain echelen of & officers and 947 mon arrived Okinass Shizma,

12 July 1cts Currently located ai Okinswa, Shima,

Rear echelon still in tr=nsit,.

Certified t¢ 22 3 trmue
itinerary of $t2s E2nd
T3% Comstruction 3attaliex.

b -

. //;;;: / /-‘f

t. cnédr., CIC, USIZ,
fficer~ -n-."ha.és {Acting)

- -
PRs =
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