
 

“Construimus, Batuimus” 
“We Build, We Fight” 
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Information 



78th O.:B..t, 

NOTO - Magruder - Davisville 
.A:8D Gulfport FJi'P Hueneme 
Read7 Date - 27 Apr'43 
Left.ABD - 16 Jun t 43 
Location 

2-11-43 - Ordered to Davisville from Camp Pear". 
3-23-43 - Ordered to ABO Gulfport m to UD lUeneme. 
4- 9-43 - 78th C13 trausferred from Gulfport to Hueneme 13 Apr. Assigned Acom 9. 
9-20-43 - Arrived Noumea 13 Jul'43. 
2-18-44 - 78th C13 lefUlpic 28 Nov'43 and arrived s,t a point south of Finachaven. 9 Dec'43. 

(1 Jan'44 report) 
2-22-44 - 1 Feb'44 report of 78th C13 _ Moved from Finschafen to Langemax ~ area during 

Jan.'44. . 
3-23-44 - 78th 013 operating at Admiralty Is. aocording to pnofficia, report. (Yeo. Wolfe 

on the Beene reports) W 

5-18-44 - 78th C13 is located at Manus~ (AllS 1/16/44) 
5-31-4.4 - 1 Apr'44 report of 78th 013 - operatillg at Man:u.s. 
6- 7-44 - 13 men ot 78th OB arrived with 1st leb. of 17th Reg. at Manus 2. Mar'44. Balance 

of Re~. arrived 9 Mar. 13 Mar. and 30 Mar'44. (17th Reg. report for Mar l 44) 
6-14-44 - 1 .87'44 report - operating at Manus. . 
6-22-44 _ ·50 men of 78th CB landed at B,yane Harbor with lfABU #9 under enemy fire. Worked 

.' 

78th g.B. 

on Momote Airstrip with the 40th and 16th 0:88. 
6-38-44 - 78th CB .i8 located at Manus as of 31 ~144. (00mservofor7flt Sec. 1tr A-9 over 

Ser. BP-001407 to Dirpa.cdoCks dtd 8 Jun'44) 
7- 7-44 - 78th O:B moved from Lo. Negros to Pone,m Is. (Comservofor7flt Sec. ltr A-9-4 over 

Ser. 00673 to Bu.docl.t. dtd 14 Jun'44) 
B-19-44 - 1 JuI'44 report of 78th O:a - operating at :Bear Point. :Butjo Lang Is., and Pon.am 

Is. (Manus) 
8-25-44 - 78th 013 located at Manus - Following info from Data of SoPac as of 7/1/44: 

Ju1'43 - Arrived Noumea 
Dec'43 - .. MUne Bay 
Jan '44 - .. J':tn.sChhaven 
Mar'44 II Manus_ 

8-29-44 - Date of scheduled return of 78th O:a to U.S. cha:nged to 1 Nov l44. (Com?!lt Seo. 
disp. 210103 NOR 951 to Oincpac dtd 21 AugI44) 

9-30-44  1 Augl44 report of 17th R~. - 1BB replacemf!nts were received by the 78th CB 
19 Apr l 44. . 

10- 3-44 - 1 Sept44 report of 78th C:a - opera.ting on the m.!lmus and Ponam Is., Admiralty Grp. 
4th end. by ComBerfor7flt states tha.t the batte pr~sently assigned to the 4th 
Brig. are to rAturn to the SoPac Command upon completion of the present assign
ment in the Admiralty Is. (To be returned about 1 lfov 44 - Comserv7fltAug.Rep.Sec).' 10-31-44 - 1 Sepl44 report of 17th Reg. - 78th CB is located on Ponam Is •• Admiralty Grp. 
Landed at Finschefen 9 Dec l43 end departed in Z echAlons on 11 and 28 Mp.r l 4&. 
respectively. Lpndcd Pot Los Negros on 13 rnd 80 Mar'44. 



f 79th as 
11-1-44 - 78th DB rlf'ltaehed from the 17th Reg. Md ordeX'ed to r*"11ort to thf! 4th lhtg. for 

d'll.ty.(4th Erg. con!. ltr P16-4jOojWA over Sere 0..00017 over IfETj,.tb to Clinc 78th 
CB dtd 11 Oct'44). 

11-8-44 - 78th CB was located at Manus Is~ during Sep. It is estimated that. tb,.7&:ft.ll 0:8 e~.... 
be released 1 Nov'44 to return to the SoPao area. (Comserfor7flt s.c. ltr49-4 ove't!" 
Ser. BP-001882 to Budoeks dtd 12 Oct '44 monthly report for Sepl44) 

11-16-44- .ttl," Mayt 44 report ot ,he 78th QB - operated at Loa .gro•• iepon .AIlorae4 b7 
17. Reg. ~,~ 


11-29-44 - 78th C:BiB located at Manus. (Oomaen'1tlt Sec. Disp to OBO 150138 B'O!,lfl9m.: 4'4, 

.. 24,. 'ov'44) «> ..~. c. , 

1~~~44 -!t1e 78th OB :is located at POruJ.lD 4lld M,.utus ~d preparing to r.tutJl "~ 

~.c .c ue.eul1in lov'44.(CoJliserfor7f1t Sec. report for Oct'44 dtd a() 

l;~ -. . 44 report ot 78th 0:8 - located at Manu during Sept". tipon_. 


·~~en~. 
_h.QlJ 1Qca.te4 at liowa.a dUrinit ..~he first part of »eo'44.(OmL~ 

CI:Il7~~eronso:pao 160130 cdtd 28 Dec 144). ...., 
ripqrt of' the 78th 0:8 - located at Manus duriBg Octl44•. R~ 

Manus. (COlIlS.r7fl.l Seo. dtip 

LOCAtion - 7Ath aD 

2-19-45 - 17th Reg. 1 Jan '45 report - Th_ '(8th CB hfi Manus in 3 echelons going to Nownea. 

The 1st left 2 nec'44 arriving 7 »_c'44. The 2nd left 8 Deo'44 arriving Nourne. 

16 nec'44. The 3rd left 8 Deo'44 arriving 19 nec 44.


'
2-27-45 - The 78th aa reported to the 43rd Beg. on 1 Jeb '45.(431'4 lleg. con!. 1st Ind. (on 


. 01aO 78ih CB ltr dtd lOFeb'46) to OlnO 78th aa Ser. 48 dtd 12 F8b'45). ' 

2-48-45 - 1 J'eb'45 report of the 78th OB - located at Houmea. Report endorsed by 17th Beg. 


3-27-45 - 1 Mar'45 report ot the 78th OJ - located at Houmea. Report end. b,. 43rd Reg. 

1 off. and 30 men detached to Tulagl for temp add. dut,.. 


4-18-45 - 1 Apr'45 report of the 78th CB - location not given. Report routed thru 43rd Reg. 

The detach. of 1 off. and 30 men ret'd 17 Mar t4S. 


5- 8-45 - The 78th CB is located at Boumea, ordered to Okinawa. (Dirpacdocks S.F. Sec Rep 

of IS Aprt 45) 


5-11-45 - 80 men of the 78th OB arrived Parks from overseas 5 Mey'~5. (Parks TWX 072105 

Mayt45 to Bupers) 


5 .. 14-45 - 1 Mlq l 45 report of the 78th CB - located at Nournea. Report rtd via 43rd Reg. 

6-13-45 - 1 Mayt45 report of the 43rd Reg -lg~ New Caledonia packing and making other 

arrangements for movement to target. Tentatively scheduled departure date: 30 Apr. 
1 off. and 11 men left New Caledonia on 12 April and are 'nov en route to Okinawa 
to make adv preparations. including camp layout, for the Batts ~rival. 

7'" 5-45 - 78th CB reported to the 10th Brg on 21 June. Ordered to further report to CinO 

43rd Reg for duty. (lOth Brg sec orders ser 0094 dtd al June to OinO 78th OB) 


7-11-46 - 1 Jun'45 report of the 78th as - The 1at Echelonf of 27 officers and 910 men 

departed from Boumea on 2 May'45 and arrived at fkinawa on 17 Jun'45• .A. rear 

echelon of 2 officers and 11 men were detached at cloumea to transport eqpt to 

the forward area. Report routed via 43rd Re, & lOth Bri,. 
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Location - OkinAWa 78th 0.13, 

7-18-45 - 1 Jl11' 45 report of the 78th CB ...: located at Oklne,wa. Report vja 43rd Reg and 

7-19-45 -
W~B~.
The 78th OB reported 25 June to the 43r4 Reg for duty. 

(
43rd Reg seo ltr dtd . 

7-23-45 -
25 June ser 00522 to OinC 78th 013) 
The 78th OB assigned to the '10th Brg e~d 43rd Reg effective 10 July. (CCT APe 
seo report on assignment of CB units ser 897 dtd 10 July) 

7-26-45 - As a un! t f)f the 6th Echelon of the Okinawa movement this aoUvi t1' was in a mobil. 
atatus aboard ship from.2 Ma,v 145 til 17 Jun145. 8 offers received ordera for det
achment on 1 Jul J 45 and 8 more offcra are expected to receive detchmnt orders on 
1 Aug'45. Of 857 men on 'bd'1OO are elici'b1e for rehabilitation leave. 24 meD of U 
42 1r8 age croup were transferred the 27 Junl 45 to the U.S. for diacharp. 48 men 
were tranafrrd the 28 Jun'45 to the U.S. for rehabilitation leave and reaea1gnmnt. 
1 offcr &. 11 men who were deta&hed for dut1' with the 43rd Reg on 12 Apr'45 left 
HCNIlea on that ,date and arrived at Okinawa on 6 Mq t 45 and ret'Ql'll.ed for dut1' with 
tthe 78th CD Oil 19 Jun t 45. The lat Echelon of 27 offera and 910 men who left 
Nowaea OD 2 MBTI 45 arrv4. at OkinaW8on 17 Jun' 45. ~e rear' echelon of '2 ottcrs anc 
11 men who werede~.d at Noumea to tranaprt the remainder of supp1iee and eqpt 
have not 1'et arrlved at Okinawa. (Oine 78th CB Sec. 1 tr Ser Op-67 dtd 9 Jul' 46 to 
Chf :BuT&D). 

8- 2-45 - 1 Ju1'45 report of the 78th CB (Sec routing) - Arrived Okinawa 17 June. 24 man 
transtd to U.S. for discM.rge. 48 men transf'd tor rehab. 1 off. and 11 rlen whQ 
were detached from duty with the 43rd Reg on 12 April left Noumea on that date 
and arrived Okinawa 6 May and retd for duty with this activity 19 June. The 
1st echelon of 27 off. and 910 men left Noumea on 2 May and arrived at Okinawa 
on 17 June. The rear echelon of 2 off. and 11 men who were detB.ched at Noumea 
t,k:0ttransPoRrt thet retma1ndol" of tho batt "Supplies and equiu have not yet arrived
O nawa. epor Via 43rd Reg and 10th Brg. ~ 

Location - Qkinawa 78th C.B. 
8-13-45 - 1 Aug l 45 report of the 78th CB - located at Okinawa. Report via 43rd Reg and 

lOth Brg. 
9- 4-45 - 78th CB was brought up to its full strength also when part of the rear echelon 

1 off & 8 men a,rrived on 12 July'45 & the reml'dnder 1 off & 3 men arrived at thi 
base on 49 July' 45. (43rd neg sec monthly report for Julyl45, supplement to). S 

9-11-45 - ~~ctivat1on of following CB units approved Oomservpac dlsps 291935, 290051 &: 
0007 all Aug:-4.6.7,17.20.66.74,78 & 87 CBs - Okinawa. (Cincpoa conf spdltr ser 

032559 dtd 4 Sept t 45 to Comse rvpac) • 
9-25-45 - 1 Sept '45 report of 78th OB. Loca.ted at Oklml,wa. Report vl~l 43rd Reg. & lOth 

~r:g. 44 men transferred to U.S. for leave &. re8ssignrnent. 69 men tra,nsferred to 
u .!;). for diach1"'.rge under the point systeill. 

9-29-45 - Comservpac directs to inactivate tbe follOwing CBs 4. 6. 7. 17.20. 66. 74 78 &: 87 
Inform Comservpac when inactivations are completed. (Comservpac conf spdlt; ser • 
05174 dtd 11 Sept'45 to Comdt., BOB, Okinawa). 

12-27-45 - 78th .CB has been inacUrtated(actual dBt e not given). (OllCT. Okinawa ltr Bar 6293 
dtd 24 Nov'45 to Comservpac). . ' 
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JIW. 2f{igerl l:!!A Author1U 
1 Jul l44 28 1059 MeR1 Au,g l44 27 1037 R &, MoB 
1 Sep '44 27 1049 Moll
1 Oct'44 28 1052 Moll
1 lov'44 28 1048 Moll
1 Dec'44 30 1045 MoB. 
31 Dec'44 1102 Recap
1 Jan l 45 32 1100 MoB1 Feb'45 29 1081 MoR1 )far'45 27 104:6 MoB.
1 Apr'45 30 1040 MoR
1 JUqI 45 30 938 MoR 

1 JU'e 3Ot~ 9315 Boater &. BlP625 
1 Jul'45 867 :BIP626
1 Aug'45 32 901 BJlPS25 &R1 Sept ' 45 749 DP625 

78th Construction Batta11•• (TN40TyvATV,n) 
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TBA.INING IN THE STATBS 


The 78th Seahees consist of a Battalion of 
island-toughened men and it takes more than a 
bombing of the rain and mud of the tropics to 
worry or annoy them, but when reminded of a 
certain Trainins Station located in Southeastern 
Virginia, even the hardiest veteran is liable to 
quake in his heavy G.I. shoes. 

At Camp Peary, Williamsburg, Virginia, this 
Battalion received its boot-training and com
missioning, but these formalities have long been 
forgotten. Instead. it is the snow, the cold. the 
cat-fever, the hungry wood-eating stoves in the 
well. ventilated, closely-packed huts, the. long 
chow lines, and the unfamiliarity with Naval 
traditions that will haunt most of us to the rest 
of our days whenever CampPeary' is mentioned. 

From December 21, 1942 through February 
11. 1943, this odd aaaortment of tradesmen, 
clerks. cooks, equipment operators, and builders 
drilled and drilled until at the time of departure 
for Camp Endicott, Davisville, Rhode Island, it 
began to resemble a Coostruction Battalion. 

Davisville, despite the seriousness of the train· 
ing program, will always remain a synonym for 
"grab YOut blues, Mate, the liberty bus is wait
ing!" Nearby Providence, Rhode Island, must 
have been named by a far-~ing early American 
patriot. For thousands of hbcrty-tbitltin& Sea
bees, it was Providence indeed! War times bring 
about strange changes in the nature of American 
cities. but when the 78th Battalion departed 
from Davisville on March 25, 1943 after six 
weeks of advanced training, there 'aurely must 
have been a prayer in everyone's heart which 
lIOunded like this: "God Bless Providence, and 
all that we leave behind". 

The cycle of Training Stations and Advanced 
Bases continued. Camp Peary, Va., and Camp 

Endicott, R. I .• conaumed more t!han twelve 
weeks of boot-training, wbne ~rtwelve 
wey:s were spent at Camp HolladaY'. Gulfport. 
Miss., and Camp Roueseau, Port H1lelleine, 
Calif. The Battalion personnel ~joyed nine 
days of l~ve in late March..•nd early April of 
1943 while stationed at Gulf'po.rt.. . : 

Shortly after returning from: _~, the Bat
talion boarded Pulltpan $leeptn and be...1ong 
journey to California. It was d.urinl~ row-day 
overland trip that the art ofenteJingiand~ 
Pullman ¢8fS with blouses straqelytn~in
size and shape, of .t:r$lg~ deal_ with. the 
porters. and the never-end.inggames of uhi4e_ 
and-seek" ~ elevated to aueh a high .standard. 

Our stay at Port Huenan., Cali(ornia, frOm 
AprU 21 to June 16. 1943, broucht !to'the Bat
talion the grim fact that oversea81~~was fa~ 
approaching. and thus explains the wave of 
personnel thatengulfed nearby Oxnatd.V~tura. 
Santa Barbara. Los Angeles and iHoUyWOOd. 
While it is not intended to overloOk the: ".Dna1 
preparations before emb$rking. it is ovidC1ltthat 
the 78th crew enjoyed the Hol~ Canteen. 
the Palladium. Earl Carroll's V,nities and 
other Southern California eatab~tI far 
more than drilling in the b()t tun ~d loading 
.l.;"'" iou.&pa. ; 

Camp Peary, Camp Endicott.Ca:qlpHolladay 
and Camp Rousseau aU .uved th~ir pu.rpoae; 
they performed the earn~ task of training. or
ganizing and outfitt'mg the 78th dumig the cru
cial early months of the war. The 78.,. Battalion, 
to its everlaating credit, worked ~. and long 
10 weld itself into a good, solid eon» of Navy 
Seahee8110 that the road to Tokyo ~be. built 
more efficiently in the ~ pmlsib1e period 
of time. - Jack T. Matthews . 
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THE 78T11 BATTALION EMBARKS 

FOR PAf)IFIf) WAR THEATER 


T1teMS DAYSTAR 
and her mater,

'1""'he day-WedQesday, June 1f,1M3 	 JolaMtneII P. Kri•• 
ten..n>. 	 . .J.. - will always live in the tne:J:I:lOties 

of JiWlmbe1"8 of the original 78thSi:abees. 
It was the day of embarka.tionl·It CAIIme 

.. to us as no mrpriae, however, fDI" we aD. be. 88 

we tat down to breakfast at Camp Rouaaeau 
(Port Hueneme, California) that momentO\lS day, 
it was to be our last meal in America for many 
months. 

Only a short period of time bad elapeed follow
ing breakfast when all of us, wtlichted down by 
heavy 6eld packs, carbines, bolo knives, trc:ach 
..vela and machetes. were ordered to m~ 

.. ··and then march to the nearbypier,·wbere our 
ship awaited us. . ' 

Stevedores were still at work.loac.ting the last: 
.. 	 of the deck carao, when we 8J'rivc4. It· W88 in 
-rwaftemoott befon: tbelastottbe -wiDdia& line 
of·eatiated men and otB.c::er. -.ne aboard. Deck 
haada were atill enpged in ~the·1ast: of 
the .deck cargo w~ CaptaiD. .I~P. Kria· 
.teaIMm.. master of the MS DAY STAR, ordered 
the gangway raised. 

Moments later the command••~ andloru
• 

was given. Then pandemonium broke loose. En· 
gulfed. in a clamor of hundreds of sboutiq Sea· 
bees, the 78th band played uAnchol'8 Aweigh", 
and to the pervading throb ofpoun~ engines, 
the MS DAY STAR glided. tIuough the blue 
wate1'8 of the bay and headed for the open sea. 

After the first arWoua hOUl'8 p8ped. liCe be.
came dull aboard ship. The men wilt never forget: 
the C1'OWdCd living quarters. the lcmtday'a"ofpn 
watch. Ness (hall) duty and deck swabbing, 
intenIpened with an occasional ganIc of carda or 
chec::kera. The endless days of scantling the hori~ 
IIOJl for enemy craft were only Surpassed in 
~ by t:hC full hours of vigil_ at Dieht. 
Externally the men appeaned jubUaht, inter:Qa)ly 
they were grim and serious • 

A bit of merriment enveloped our ship from 
keel to crow's nest one late June day when King 



Neptune, Ruler of the Racine Main, flhonoredu 

us with a visit. Boarding the ship with him as the 
MS DAY STAR steamed IOUthwardfor the 
South Pacific war zone and c:roased the Equator 
at ,Longitude 151 degrees. was his mytpica18111O
date and "keeper of the files". Davy Jones. 

Because there were too '1DfPlY of UII aboard for 
the individual Polliwog to Sh,e1lback ceremonies. 
a ICOrc of men (and. I might add, a few ofticers) 
were aelected by "popular" vote to represent all 
of the equatorial novices at King Neptune" 
coUrt, held at high noon tiurt day-with the cus
tomary tONlOrla1 and aquatic "jura,." presiding. 
Needless to saY. UODe of the "Contestants" werc 
acquitted I I ! 

Never once in almost two weeks at sea did we 
see as much as a hazy ahorcrme on the horizon. 
Then one early morning we ailhted the Samoan 
Islands in the far off distance. and as nilht feU 
we were able to get a fairly aood look at the out
line of Tutuila Island (the largest in the Ameri
can Samoa group) just offour port bow. The next 
day was spent for the most part occupJiDI any 
and every bit of starboard space from which to 
gaze at the rugged lhore1ine and mountainous ter

rain of the two largest islands in British Samoa. 
Several days later we arrived atWallia Ialand 

and dropped anchor in .Uvea harbcitr to await 
·further aailiq orden. Wall. laJand 1iee about 
gOO mil. aoutheut of theGUbert htimdi, which 
were ltill under the control of the J~PID*. 

While anchored at Wdia. thoro ~weae 
formed and we were permitted to IO»theWaad. 
onsilht-aeeina trips. It marked the Am tJme We 
had ~ foot on BOil in many ~, Numerous 
friendly Natiw Yil1agea and a ~ ItO* 
church, marking the penetratiq wOrk of Mia
aionaries, drew considerable atten~ out of 
curiosity and astonishment. ShortlY after. our 
atay at WaUia ended, and we aet out for New 
Caledonia. . 

The following day was somewha~ ftl1e4 with 
confusion for we had crosaed the Iatemational 
Date Line. It was a bit difficu1t·to reJ1iae at first 
that we jumped from Thu.rsday to ~ and 
actually !oat a day. which would be Pined. apia 
on our homeward sail. It waa JulY whell we 
arriftd at Magenta Bay. New caJed.onia 
bringing to a close our firat of a .:me. of sea 

. voyage •. - Michael ]. D'Andrea. 



) 

I...."...."........"N'MIII.,. 

WhUetbe Central SQloJDODSCaqapaicn W'flI in 
progreas ClutiDI Jaly,lMJ, tb.e1lth BattatiDft 
debatked flomtlieK.S. DAYSTARlt.t~ta, 
Bay. New ~ rather ~te4 "4 
dluaeit ~;llOtimmediatel7eec ·forwanI area 
duty~ ~,. Battalion.,...&iven the talk 
ofepmp1etUil ___ Work pio~ in 8nd:around
N'oumea whichattbat time was theh~dqUarten 
of tfie South 'Pacific Command. 

BXten.ive work W8.I immediately ~ 
at the U. S. Mobile Hospital No.7. on grading 
and p$r1dng areas Cor a near1;>y airfield. ware
houIes. shops, administration ~ldinp on Duoos 
Peninsula and drum 6J.1ing plantS. ne.e, jo1» 
were but'a few of the many projects c:omp1eted 

" 

'. .' 

.....,.,S~.....(:..,.". : 

by the 7_ Seabces d.urinI ita ~ **,tha ~ 


on lfewct:aled.onia.· ' , 

, Libertj in ,Noumea wu ~oyed:by lDOIIt. of 


the men, '. a1thou&h. dUrina this perbJ the ·.entire 

.,.. waslitera11y jammed with~,"" 


. aDd I4adnea awaitina duty at'~'·~, 
Camp M;a&enta wu'gradtWly'bQnt qp'~' .. ''de,.' 
afpite a diecoura&inJrainy seaIOD. WiJtI:h.aJmt.t 
swept away the roads and tents -·ahd'8 theater 
and recreation area proV14ed. ' ' 

Late in November 194a• .Nat.u,:er ~ 
giving. the :Battalion recei~ travel orders aD4 
embarked aboah:l the U8$. KA.UI~'a!'forrner tria.. 
ury liner,' for an 8.lIIIianmedtinthe~:creatc4 
Southwe8tem ~c~. - JltCk11A.ff~.. 

2 
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MEMORABLE DAYS AT NEW GUINEA 


It was with mingled anxiety and relief that the 
78th Seabees left Noumea Harbor late in Novem
ber, 1943, aboard the USS MAUl and headed in 
the general direction of New Guinea. Anxiety 
was reflected by the fact that the destination 
point - Finachafen, New Guinea - was even 
then seeing bitter fighting, particularly in the 
Satelburg area. "Relief" was evident because the 
Battalion felt it had been stationed in NeW Cale
donia long enough. 

After a five-d.$y cruise ~ the Coral Sea, 
the "Maui" ~chored in Milne Bay. New Guinea, 
the great Southwest Pacific Base, earlyin Decem
ber, 1943. Landing Ship (Tanks) vesaela came 
alongside and our cargo and supplies were trans. 
ferred onto them. A few days later the Battalion 
completed the reloading operation, transferred 
to the big landing barges, and shoved off for 
Finschafen. 

For the greater part of the two-day "shuttle" 
trip up the flat coastline of South Eastern New 
Guinea, the journey was pleasant enough for the 
men. Buna, scene of a famous campaign earlier 
in the year. was passed; then the convoy headed 
across the Huon Gulf by night for an early 
morning rendezvous at Finschafen. A downpour 
followed and those who managed to occupy 
bunks below deck were the lucky ones. 

At dawn the following day,. the heavily 
wooded hills of Finschafen and ~gemak Bay 
were dimly outlined through a slight mist. While 
the anti-aircraft gunners kept a tense watch for 
possible enemy air oppositiOIi, all hands enjoyed 
their last good breakfast for several days. As the 
barges headed in toward shore, ~ dozen P-38 
Lightning interceptors offered aerial· protection 
overhead. The Japanese were still oPerating baaes 
at Cape Gloucester, Alexishafen and. Maciang. 

Shortly after 0830, the Batialim:i 1II1'Cntashore 
and COmmenced unloading operations. The on
loading was complicated by the filcl: that. we bad 
not been able to put rolling stock ahoardthe 
LSTs and the cargo had to be tabn off almost 
entirely by hand. At the time of the landing, the 
Japanese ground forces were encountermg eiC
ments of the Australian Ninth Division about 
five miles north of Finschafen and at Satelburg 
where the Australian artillery was ~.ctive. 

Members of the original 78th ConstJuction 
Battalion will never forget those eatty December 
days of 1943. The exhausting days and nights of 
unloading, when everyone slept in the open; the 
distant booming of artillery near ,Fortification 
Point; the oppressive heat of the ,New Guinea 
jungle; the mud and mosquitoes; the nightly 
air~erts; the dengue fever-all of these experi
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ences will long be remembered in a grim Jilht. 
Until mid-January 1944~ the 78th BattaJion 

operated in an advanced area. just north of the 
Finschafen Miasion. Areas of dense jungle and 
close-packed cocoanut groves were cleared, some
times by hand; roads were constructed; bridges 
were erected across streams which hitherto had 
handicapped military operations in the sector; 
and all this time the Australians st~adUy drove 
the enemy back along the Wareo Trail toward 
&idor and Madang. 

During the months of December 1943. and 
January 1944, there were 130 tf:4 alerts and 
eleven bombinll in the immediate vicinity of the 
activities of theaattalion. For a time, the 18th 
Battalion was operating farther north than any 
other Asnerican unit on 'the 18land..hoppirig route 
from GUadalcanal and Milne Bay to Tokyo. 

In January 1944. the Battalion moved back 
down the line to Langemak Bay, where another 
camp was set up. Our construction men forged 
ahead with important tank fann work; the air
strip was improved; the Naval Base was buUt i 
and stevedores kept the freighters unloaded al
most as rapidly as the ships came into part. 

In early March 1944. events occurred which 
took the Battalion into another forward area. 
The First Cavalry Division bad landed on Los 
Negros Island of the Admiralty Group, some 300 
miles north oU'inschafen in the Bismarck Archi
pelago, and it was necessary that Seabee units aid 
in the repair of the famous Momote Airstrip. The 
first echelon of the 78th Battalion embarked on 
LSTs at Dreger Harbor and sailed for their new 

• 	 assignment. Several weeks later, when the Ad
miralty campaign was coming to a close, the 
remainder of the Battalion embarked on the 
~iberty Ship, FREDERICK IDLLINGS. and 
Jciined Commander Cunnilf"s echelon on Loa 
Negro&. - Jilek Matthows. 

78th Seabeee eat dinner a.board an LST lIOme';,..here off' 
the shores of Buna, New Guinea. 

Eager onlookers crowd rail to watch CORVoy. 

LST beaches at New Guinea. 
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When the first echelon of the 78th SeIlbees 
landed at Hyane Harbor on Los Negros Ist8nd 
early in March 1944, and went uhore to their 
bivouac area, they saw destruction which only 
modem warfare can create. Bomb craters, huge 
foxholes, heavy cocoanut log fortifications, 
splintered palm trees, ruined equipment, enemy 
dead, and piles of ammunition and debris were 
scattered everywhere. Our own artillery was 
blasting away within a few hundred feet of the 
bivouac area, and dive bombers were smashing 
at the trapped Japaneae on the far aide of the 
airstrip. On one occasion, an enemy counter
attack forced all hands into foxholes for the night 
while machine guns bark~d on all aides. 

Momote Airstrip, the primary objective of the 
Los Negros campaign, was quicldy repaired by 
various Seabee units, including the 78th Battal 
ion. Twelve men of the 18th crew ~ed the 
first echelon, landing at Los Negroa on D Plut 
Two, and performed magnificent work under the 
most hazardoua conditions. These twelve equip
ment operators were later to receive Presidential 
Citation Awards. 

Construction operations were never 80 im
portant before to the aecurity of the entire 
American landin,; force. Bulldozers, operated by 
Seabees and protected by Army tommy-r;unnera, 
rolled inland, clearing roads, removin,; debris, 
and repairing the akatrip. Our communications 
men scattered into the most advanced. areu, 
strinr;ing up linea and repairing those already 
damaied by battle. Some of our equipment 
operators overran booby traps. fortunately with
out serious injury to anyone. 

After the eeeond. echelon arrived late in ~rch 
1944. other projects on Los Negros were com
menced. An extension of Momote Airstrip was 
completed, as well as bomb diaperaa1 areas; our 
equipment operators aided another Seabee unit 
in the construction of the new Mokeranr; bomber 
strip: tank farm and. fuel pipelines to feed the 
bombers were assembled.; a complete field h0s
pital was erected; and various Naval installa
tions buitt. The Battalion worked long hours 
under the equatorial sun, and completed many 
difficult jobs. Jack Matthews 
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Erection of antenna tower OIl cd&e of dense cocoanut (p.'OVe at Bear Point. 

~ ~OMPANY AT BEAR POINT 
.....ar.M~ 

In early May. 1044, while the main elements 
of the Battalion were laboring on Los Negros. 
Company "C" was temporarily detached for 
duty on Bear Point, Manus Ialand, located about 
10 miles eaat of Lorengau, to build a Radio 
Tranami~g Station and a Radio Receivina 
Station. The latter unit was to be bJIilt on Butjo 
Lang, a small island off abore from Bear Point. 

Dense jungle areas had to be c1ca~ and 
graded betorework coUld commence; the terrain 
at Bear Point was probably the wont that 78th 
peraonnel had yet encountered. InetaUationa in
cluded quonset huts, antenna poles. steel towent. 
a well and water IUpply system, coral roads, 
transmission facilities, and other projects. Bear 
Point required 3543 man-days to build; and 
Butjo Lang required 2070 man-daya. Satisfac
tory as these figures may seem, they do not give 
the complete story of the toil, the sweat, and the 
great difficulties encountered with the virgin 
jungle; the bogging down ofequipment; and the 
bittet atruute with rain and mud, inclnding 
the danger of infiltration by enemy atraa1ers. 

With the completion of the Radio Station, 

"c" Company moved to let up a new camp and 
start construction of a Section s.e to handle 
mine sweepers and amaller harbor craft, kxjated 
about a mUe west of Bear Point. This project 
consisted of gas and fuel oU atorage tanks, pump
ina stations. and pipeline connections. docks and 
piers, Stran steel huts, and other facilities. 
Difficulties similar to those encountered at Bear 
Point were overcome, an,d by September 1st, 
1944, the Section Base was operating. 

Thus, during the Battalion!. peak ofCOD$~c-. 
tion efficiency - the period from; May through 
August 1944 - 78th Seabee', projects were 
scattered over virtually the entire Admiralty 
Group. Since the Battalion's IUPPlyand com
munication lines were 80 extended. i.e., between 
Ponam, Butjo Lou, Butjo Lang, . Section Base, 
Bear Point, Lorengau. and Loa NCgroa. virtually 
all transportation was via water. Perhaps the 
story of the 78th Battalion', uNavY" will never 
be eompbrtelY compiled; nevertheless without. 
the efticiency and ..eneray of our boat and barge 
crews, these projects would not hAve been com
pleted on schedule. 
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TEN WEEKS ON PONAM ISLAND 

." .,...T. MfItde"", 

The 78th Naval Construction Battalion bepn 
movement to Ponam Island from Loa Negro. in 
late May, 1944, for the putpOSe of constructing 
an airbase for the servicing of carrier planes and 
as a abore boe for carrier squadrons while in the 
area. The island was a small coral formation 
about two miles long and not over one-quarter 
mile wide at its greatest width and was located 
approximately 30 miles west of Lorengau. 

The Battalion spent nearly 10 weeks on Ponam 
and during this time its construction activities 
reached a new high efficiency and production. A 

5000' x 150' coral surfaced runway with parking 
areas was constructed, together with shop facili
ties, storage warehouses, tank farms. roads. 
docks, and a camp of over 100 qUQn8et hutl. 

Work was maintained around the clock during 
most of this period. It was a hard, grueling job, 
but one which when completed pve·every man 
a feeling that he had done his wOrk well; The 
knowledge that the PonamAirfield WoUld prove 
to be an important factor in the ~tuaI .defeat 
of the Japanese pve all hands an added incentive 
to rush the work through to completion. 



09 Feb 1943 
11 Feb 1943 
12 Feb 1943 
23 Mar 1943 
26 Mar 1943 
16 Apr 1943 

21 Apr 1943 
16 Jun 1943 
13 Jul1943 
28 Nov 1943 
05 Dec 1943 
02 Dec 1943 

07 Dec 1943 
09 Dec 1943 

16 Dec 1943 

22 Dec 1943 

22 Dec 1943 

29 f'eb 1944 

11 Mar 1944 

28 Mar 1944 

02 Mar 1944 
13 Mar 1944 
30 March 1944 

78th Naval Construction Battalion 

Chronology 

Battalion was fonned at NCTC, Camp Peary, Va. 

Battalion commissioned at NCTC, Camp Peary, Va. 

Departed from Camp Peary, Va. Transferred to Davisville, R.1. 

Arrived at NCTC, Davisville, R.1. 

Departed from Davisville, Rt Transferred to Gulfport, Miss. 

Arrived at ABD, Gulfport, Miss. 

Departed from Gulfport Miss. Transferred to ABD, Port 

Hueneme, California. 

Arrived at ABD, Port Hueneme, California. 

Departed from ABD, Port Hueneme, for overseas duty. 

Arrived at Noumea, New Calidonia. 

Departed from Noumea - 1st echelon of 1025 men. 

Departed from Noumea - 2nd echelon of 35 men. 

1st echelon arrived at Milne Bay for transshipment via LST's to 

Finschafen, New Guinea. 

1st echelon left Milne Bay for Finschafen. 

1st echelon arrived at Langemak Bay (a point south of Finschafen) 

where LST's were unloaded onto LCM's and LCV's for transport 

to Finschafen on the same day. 

Approximately 60 men detached to 60th CB's for duty on the 

airstrip at Dreger Harbor. 

Commenced movement of battalion from Finschafen to new camp 

at Langemak Bay area. Movement completed by 17 January 

1944. 60 man detachment to 60th CB's rejoined battalion during 

this time. 

2nd echelon of35 men arrived at Langemak Bay to discharge 

balance of battalion gear at new campsite. 

1st echelon of 12 men departed from Langemak for Los Negros, 

Admiralty Islands. 

2nd echelon of approximately 600 men departed from Langemak 

to Los Negros. 

3rd echelon of approximately 450 men departed from Langemak 

to Los Negros. 

1st echelon of 12 men arrived at Los Negros. 

2nd echelon of approximately 600 men arrived at Los Negros. 

3rd echelon ofapproximately 450 men arrived at Los Negros. 
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SEV~'TY-EIGHTH u. S. NAV.AL CONSTRUCTION :a~TTAL:OI~
'J.'!,); 

9 February 1943 

11 February 1943 

e 12 February 1943 

23 March 1943 

25 :Marcb. 1943 

16 April 1943 

21 April 1943 

16 June 1943 

13 July 1943 

28 1:Jovember 1943 
5 December 1943 

2 December 1943 

7 December 1943 
9 December 1943 

16 Decsmber 1943 

22 Dec~~ber lS43 

Battalion \llaS tormed at 'NCTO J Camp Peary, Va. 

Battalion commissioned at NCTC~ Camp Peary, Va. 

Departed from Camp Peary, Va. ~~ansferred to 

Davisville, R. I. 


.A.rrived at NOTO, Davisville, R. I. 

;:),Departed trom Davisville, ... I. C':,ansferred 

to Gultport, Miss • 


.Arrived at ABD, Gulfport, Miss. 

Departed from Gulfport rass. Transferred to 

_~D, Port Hueneme, Calif. 


Arrived at .~D, Port Eueneme, Calif. 

Departed tro!:!. l-lBD, Port Hueneme) for overseas 

duty. 


_~rived at NOUI!lea, !'tew Calidc::i.a. 

Departed from Z{ou::!.ea 1st ec':':'el.o:l of 1025 
n tr ff 2nd echelon ot 35 

1st echelon arrived at :i!ilne Bay for trans:1iln:.ent 

via IBT's to Finschafen, NeON Guinea. 


1st echelon le~t ~ilna Bay for Jinschafa~_ 


'1st echelon arrived at la~semak 3Q7 (a poi~t 
sou~h of Finschai'en) whez.-e IETts were unloaded 
onto L.ffi;I's and I..G7' s tor trans'Jort to 
Finschafen on the same day_ 

~).:o'Oroxi1'T'l') tel~rw 60 n:en deta~l:ed to SOt:;. G3 t s 
- -,duty on the airstrip a~ ~r3~er - v_ .. 

COf~enced ~oveze~t of o~~talion i'ro~ 
to nevI carJ.,9 at Ls.n5e::.2.~: ::.:.~r a:-ac.... ...:~.:;-~:::,S:::' 
completed by 1? Jar..l~ar:r lS44. dO ::::~:: ":a;:;.;.oh::.er~v 
to 60th OBts rejo~ ~:..ttalion cu::i::g 'c~~:.':s ~':=a~ 
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22 DeoerJ.ber 1943 

29 February 1944 

11 !:;Iarch 1944 

28 ~klrch 1944 

2 l;:aroh 19 '11: 
13 l:arch 1944 

To '50 itEarch 1944 
_"\.~-nrl""'i:i :(4... \. ~ . '~L ~ iI.t<; 

ftem: 

10: 

14 }:T.ay 1944 

12 July 1944 

2 DeCember 1944 

9 December 1944 

9 December 1944 

2nd echelon of' 35 men arrivecl at L::":1:;;6I:lak 32..1 . 
to discharge balance of battc~iQ~ sear ~~ 
new campsite. 

1st ec~e1on of 12 men deyurted from Langeuuk 
for' Los Hegros , Admiralty Islands. 

2nd ech~lon of ap.proxim~te1.1 600 :nen clc?a:.... ~. c-:
from ~angemak to Los ~egros. 

3rd echelon of aunroximately 450 :nen 6.8:' 
from Lansemak to Los Negros. 

1st echelon of 12 men ,arrived at Los I'Te:;::::'os. 
2nd ec~e1~n of approximately 600'reen ~rr~veQ 

at Los . .l.ieGros. 
Srd ecl:e1cn of approx i lJIfl te1y 450 me!). arrived 

at Los Negros. 

Project aSSignments in the Adl!li!'3:l.t;1 Groll,P Viere 
carried out on Los lJe.gros, Por..u:r~ '""~~ "-. 7;,~.vo 
locations on :.:~nus Islar:.d si:::r.ul-;:':'!l2;:" _~:. :rone 
of these locatio~s were more ;han a feTI hours 
distanoe fron Battalion H.eadqu2.:'~ ~:-3 one: '.,-.:::~e t:..nder 
direct ad:::J.inistre.tive control c (,.::-..:..... =.::;:2:::" ill 
Charge. 31st.l.ents 'WeI'S mOVed v\;v~~-:;,-,0 :.;:;c!.:;. ~iCl:lS 
as constxuction .:progressed. Sel)srate c5.::l,?s "v'iere 
maintained as necessary. 

Began novement of e1er:lents from Los ::Tee;::;:;s to 
Bear Point on lranl1.s Island. As co:-,.struc 'c':'on. 
progressed u:p to 145 men .,....ere invc:'-,~;;;:: ':eY'Neen. 
1 1~y and 1 November. 

Began movenent of construction elements t=c~ Los 
Negros to ?onam Island. 3y 10 June 3.J;):~;;,:;:ir:.3. ta2.7 
900 men ".;'lere engaged in operations at"Por:.ar:l. W 

Began move~nt of construction elements frow ?on~ 
Island to Lo~eng~u, ~a~us Island. 3y 19 AUS~3t 
a!>,Pro:rimately 90C":Jlen 'were e:u.gagec. in o:;:~=8.ijiQ::::s 
at Lorensau. 

_'":Ii ___ 

-. _ '-..1 ....1st echelon of' 437 men departed fro~ ~o:'s: 
}ToUI:.ea. 

2nd' eChelon ot 671 ::::.e:::l. departed :':::~:c::. ~. , _' _.:.:;;::.u r"c:, 
NOt.i.!2ea. 

Srd echelon ot 25 men de]3.rted f;:o~-:. ~" ..:'..;;:::.;a<l fo;: 
Noumea. 
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"" ~'\~~? December 1944 1st echelon arrived at Noumea, New Calidonia .. 

v15 December 1944 2nd n tt n n It n. 


19' December 1944 3rd" n n n " n. 
,<...... ~ 

/4 February 1944 30 men detached for temporary additional duty 

to Ship Repair Unit, Navy 152. 


;' . ~-----..--. ..~. -~~~.~"--"-...--------~~---.--.---"'-'~"-~-----"--.-.-"-'" -.. ---~-- ,....... 

/-i6-1!;;c~i9~~ Date of this corrected itinerary. Battalion 
. located at Noumea, New Calidonia. 

J .. /' ,r-" 

/' :; 
1 

- ,,," 

:";_ ~ _. "..... ~. ;:-.• tA"M,. ._" 

,-
" , " -"'- ' 

/ 

'. 
" 

J
/ ' 

....-' 

" _.... 

To reel Hcr:e 
Acmi:-l", .(c~~e .. "'::.~:: ~:::g 

C:- a.i.Qll c..':.c::ntJ sQ..-- ~- .... 

flom: 

.............. ..........................."...'......
~~ 

1:'c: 

...........,....... ~.~..... ........"'............-.
~ 

- 3 



 

 

 
No  

Logo 

Available 
 

 












	ADPD7F3.tmp
	Historical
	Information


