
 

“Construimus, Batuimus” 
“We Build, We Fight” 

72nd Naval 
Construction 
Battalion 

Historical  
Information 



, . 

':1-29-43 
-4-~-43 
- 6- 4-43 

6-24-43 
-8-13-43 
- 1- 7-44 
-3- 6-44 
-4-~44 
5-10-44 

-6-18-44 
-6-18-44 

I 

NCTC 
ABD 
Beady Date.. 
I.a.ft ABD .. 
Location 

'WI 

-=tiffid O,B. 

Magruder - Davisville 
Davisville 
18 Apr l43 
14 Mar l 43 tor Park.; 25 Apr fo r Sanl'ran 
~~ Guaa . 

IOO-

To Davisville from Oamp Peary. 

Entrained for San 1ran 1FT Pearl Harbor. 

3rd Reg. report (3CR A3-1-11 217-43 dtd 4 ~143) 

May 314~- The entire BAtt consisting ot 2? otf. and 1066 men arrived P.R. 

Due to their late arrival. this batt. remained aboard. Bhip and disembarked. early 

on 4 MB3'143. and were taken to Barberi a Point. Soheduled for duty at the Ewa 

Marine Air Station and lAS Barberis Point. 

1 Jun l43 report of 72nd CB _ 

1 Jul l43 report of 72nd CB 
1 Dec l43 report ot 72nd CB 
2nd Brig. report of 21 Jan'44 

1 Mar' 44 report of 72bd CB 
1 Aprl44 report of 72nd CB 

reported to CO. lAS Barber. Point, Oahu. T.R. 4 Meyl4~ 


located at Barbera Point. O~u. T.R. 

located at BarberlB ·Point. Eva and Iroquois Pt. 


- located at Barberis Point and Ewa. 
operating at Barbers Pt. 
operating at Barbera Pt. 

7~nd CB aSBigned to 27th Reg. (AES 0/15/44) 

72nd CB ordered to re~rt to ComAlrPac toi further assignment to Aco~ 33. 

(2nd Brig. ltr aNCBr-nTM/2hc over P16-4 to OinO ?2nd CB dtd 17 Apr'44) 


~ \ ~ -- \ :I 

72nd C.B, 

6-16-44 - 1 Mayl44 report of ?God CB - operating at Barbers and Iroquois Pta. 
__ 6-2.2-44 - 1 Jun'44 report of ?2nd CB - no indication as to location. 
-10-21-44  1 Jul l 44 r~port of ?2nd CB - loc~tion not stated. Embarked for forward area 

18 Jun l44 and arrived at its destination during the month ot Aug. Report endorsed 
by 2?th Reg. 

10-24-44 - 1 Augl44 report of ?2nd CB - Batt vas enroute to forward area during July. Report 
endorsed by 2?th Reg. ' 

10-<::4-44 - 1 ~epl44' report of 7:~nd CB - Location not indicated. Constructi on of permanent 
camp and moving of personnel began 19 Aug l44. Estimated date of completion of 
present assignment is 15 Oct l 44. Report endorsed by 21th Reg. 

10-25-44 - 1 Sepl44 report of 5th Br.rg. - ?2nd CB l~nded on ? 10. 15 Aug 144. 
--10-30-44 - 1 Octl44 report of ?2nd CB - No into on. location except that batt is operating in 

area of Aeana~A~port endorsed by 21th Reg. . 
11-1l-44 -- The 72nd CB 1s lOC'll.ted at Guam.(Ie.Com. Sec. airmail{,:ram to CliO 011201 NCR 14731 

ntrl 5 Hov l 44). . 
-12-1-44 - 1 Nov l 44- report of ?2nd OB - located at Guam. Report endorsed by 2?th Regiment. 
1-3-45 - 1 Dec l a4 report ot ?2nd CB - located at Guam. Bep~~ endorsed by 2?th Regiment. 

-1-30-45 The 72nd CB is loc~ ted NOlth of Agawi..4n Guam. (5thbrg. War Di;.l.ry 1 D~ c thru 31 
Dec 144). 

2- 2-45 - 1 Jan'45 report of the ?God OB - located on Guam. Report endorsed by 2?th Reg. 
,2-28-45 - 1 F8b 145 report ot the ?2nd CB - located on Guam. Report endorsed by 2?th Reg. 
/4-3 -45 - 1 Mar l 4,5 report of the ?2nd. CB - located on Guam. 
4-10-45 --- The ?2nd as i. located I of Agana(Guam).(5th Brg. War Diary 1 Feb to 28 Feb'4~). 
4-16-45 - The 72nd CB is located N of Agans on Guam and is attached to the 27th Reg. (5tb 

Brg War Diary ot 1 Apr145) 

http:Di;.l.ry
http:Guam.(Ie.Com


Location - Guam tind ~:B. 
., 

-4-17-45 - 1 j,pr'45 report ot 72nd - Located at Guam. Iout.d na 27th Beg. &. 5th Brig. 102 
men temporarily attached tor admin1.t~t1T. purpoa.a oDl¥ &. are workinc tor tora1en 
JOonomic Administration. On the 8 Mar'45 a '-tail at nintT men were a8signed to 
assilt another battalion on con8truDt10n of an Ar~ General Hospital. Should be re
leased during ear11 part at April. 

'5- 8-45 -	 The 72nd CB 1& located at Guam vith Acorn 33. (Dirpacdock:a 5.7. Sec Rep of 1.5 Apr) 
5-19-45 - 1 May I 45 report of the 72nd ell - located at Guam. 204 men were retd to States. 


Total replacements to this date number 106. 100 Foreign Econ Adm personnel are 

on board as ~pernumaries. Report end by 27th Reg. and 5th llrg. 


6-19-45 - 1 Jun'45 report of ?and CD - located at Guam. 1. men arr1ved aa replacement I during 
Xq145. 114 JJlA. peraonnel are on board aa auperDUJDerar1ea. Beport routed via 27th 

Reg ,. 5th Brig. 
7-16-45 - I Ju1 1 45 report of the 72nd CB - located at Guam. 28 men rotated to U.S. 56 men 

recd as r~lacements. 113 FEA personnel are on board as superuumaries. Report 
via ~?th trag and 5th Brg. _ 

8-17-45 -	 1 A~' 45 report of the ?and OB - located at Guam. 139 men vere transferred to the 
U.S. for leave and rehabilitation and 62 meplacementa rere received during Jul'45. 
114 Foreign Economic Administration personnel are on board a8 BUperDume~rie8. 12 
men were d1 s charged during .Jul' 45. Report via 27th ll.eg and 5th Brig. 

8-28-45 	- R~jove from alerted status my 091943 July of higher classification, CBs 23. 72, 92. 
10?, 110. 121. (Comservpac Sec disp 242213 to Commarianas). 

~-b-45 - 1 ;;;ept l 45 report of 72nd CB. Ho info as to ·location. Report via 27th Reg & 5th 

Brig. 39 men were transferred for over-age dischc.~rges. 14 liIen transferred to U. 3. 
for leave & reassignment. 110 Foregin Economic Adm. pers Are on bo~rd as super
numeraries. 

Location - Guam 	 72nd O:B 

10-8-45 - The following unit. are to report to 40th Rag.-25th. 46th, 56th. 72nd & 94th CBs 
on 20 Sept l 45. (OinO. 5th Brig. ltr ser 10606 dtd 19 Septl45 to above un~s via 
26th Reg.). . 

11-1-45 - 1 Oct l 45 report at 40th Reg. - 40th Reg••tates t~, the 72nd C:B detached 158 mon 
for transfer to U.S. for discharge under the point system. 

11-6-45 - 1 Oct l 45 report of 72nd C:B - location not stated. Report via 40th Beg. &5th Brig. 
158 men transferred to U.S. for diacharge under the point system. 110 men assigned 
to FEA have been transferred to 103rd C:B. 

11-27-45 - 1 Nov'45 report of 40th Reg states that the 7 vas detac :ed..Jrom duty vith 
60th Reg. 16 Oct 1 45. ?2nd eB departed from 16 Oct'45 for a fwd. movement. 


12-6-45 - 1 Nov'45 report of 72nd C:B - location not sta~e&~====~-------'-
1-14-46 - aecap Sheet on the 72nd CB states that the batt. was inactivated on 29 Dec'45. 


(Recap Sheet dtd 29 Dec I 45). 

1-29-46 - Final report of 72nd CB - location not stated. Pers. remaining on 29 Dec. were 


transferred to the 31st CB. 

2-14-46 - 1 Dec 46 report ot 72nd CB - located at Sasebo, Kyuahu. Japan. 


Ili ACTTV 6 1r1i1!' 

------ -- - -- ---- - - -----,- 



ON BOARD 

~ o:r.nO:mRS H!! AUTHORITY 
1 Jun l 44 35 1085 MaR 
30 Jun'44 
1 Jul'44 34 

1079 
1079 

Recap. 
MoR 

1 A.ug' 44 
1 Oct'44 

34 
32 

1077 
1071 

MoR 
MoR 

1 Nav t 44 33 1065 MaR 

1 Dec'44 33 1079 MaR 
1 J AIl '45 33" 1065 MoR 
1 Feb'45 
'1 Mar '45 

29 
28 

1057 
1049 

MoR 
MoR 

1 Apr'45 28 1040 ~BP625 III MoB 

1 MaT' 45 31 93~ BNP625 ,. 11. 

1 Junl 45 38 923 mr P625 It Jl 

1 Jul'45 918 mrP625 
1 Aug'45 
1 Sept' 45 

25 
35 

906 
928 

BNP625 8. R 
Bl1l'625 & R 

1 Oct'45 1068 BNP625 
1 Nov'45 
1 Dec'45 

25 
21 740 

R 
BNP625 & R 
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72ND BATTALION 

The 72nd NCB was organized at Camp 

Peary in January 1943, then jumped to 
Hueneme via Davisville and Parks. Leav
ing San Francisco April 24, the Battalion 
arrived at Pearl Harbor May 4 and was 
assigned to . duty at Barbers Pt., Iroquois 
Pt. and Ewa, on Oahu. The 71st left the 
Hawaiian Islands June 18, 1944, landing 
on Guam. in early August. At the war's 
end the unit was still operating there. In 
September the Battalion was scheduled 
for movement to Nagasaki, Japan. 



nnd Naval Construction Battalion 

Chronology 

Jan 1943 
29 Jan 1943 
30 Jan 1943 
14 mar 1943 
20 Mar 1943 
09 Apr 1943 
10 Apr 1943 
24 Apr 1943 

04 May 1943 

18 Jun 1944 
04 Aug 1944 
07,10, 15 Aug 1944 
05 June 1945 
14 Aug 1945 

16 Sept 1945 

20 Sept 1945 

03 Oct 1945 

04 Oct 1945 

06 Oct 1945 

12 Oct 1945 

16 Oct 1945 

22 Oct 1945 

Formed at NCTC, Camp Peary, Williamsburg, Va. 

Departed NCTC, Camp Peary, Williamsburg, Va. 

Arrived NCTC, Davisville, R.I. 

Departed NCTC, Davisville, R.I. 

Arrived CBRD, Camp Parks, Shoemaker, California. 

Departed CBRD, Camp Parks, Shoemaker, California. 

Arrived ABO, Port Hueneme, California. 

Departed ABO, Port Hueneme, California, for San Francisco FFT 

to Pearl Harbor. 

Arrived Pearl Harbor (assigned duty at Barbers Point, Iroquois 

Point and Ewa, all on the island of Oahu). 

Departed Oahu. 

Arrived Agat Bay, Guam. 

Landings on Guam. 

72nd Naval Construction Battalion still located at Guam. 

Informal notification of selection for movement of battalion to 

Sasebo, Kyushu, Japan. 

ComMarianas dispatch to Iscom Guam officially designated 

battalion for movement to Sasebo. 

Battalion secured from further work on Guam and alerted for 

early mounting for Sasebo. 

ComMarianas forwarded written orders directing battalion to 

mount as directed for forward movement to report to 

Commanding Officer, Marine Air Base, Sasebo, Japan 

Began loading battalion gear aboard cargo ship (AK) Joseph 

Priestly. 

Began loading household hear, water, commissary stoves, and 

Field Officer gear aboard troopship (API75) USS Starlight. 

Sent advance engineering party to Sasebo by air as requested by 

Cub 18. 

Completed loading of cargo ship. Embarked battalion on 

troopship. 

Arrived in Sasebo Harbor. 




I TIlrERAR2 0::' u. 

Jan. 	194:3 L'O!'.:. e'"] ·'l.t :: ..:'..:'], Canp Pear;, ;1i11ia~.lSbtl.:.."',J' Va. 

1 ("\'-.~
29 J9.n. _v_" !)e2?f21"~ed :wrc, Ca~:1p Peary, ", .il1i aJl1...sbu!' ;3, Va. 

30 Jan. 1943 .:..rr _v·-·':; 2' CTC, DD..visv~" Ie, R. I. 
14: ".:ar. 1943 Doparted :~ ~::::C, :>avisville, R. I . 

20 Lar. 1943 Arrived C3::-O, Ca~., ?s.r:~, 3hce~]a!:er, Calif . 
9 Apr. 19(3 IJe:-o.rted. C3~ID , Car..::; • .7r1:5, ~:"oe:1o.1:e!', Calif. 

, 	q,'-'"10 .a3)r. --~.:> - ;'.1:'11 i ved _~3D, ~Ol... t :-::u.e:1emEl, Calif'ol'nia. 
24 .~:pr • 194:3 - DD,c.rt."c1. A3D, ?Ol"t ::fueneLEl, '':; ~l if., for Sa::l.?rancisco 

?PT to Pe~3.l'l :Iar·Jor. 

4 I:aJ 194:-3 - i-.r!'ived ?(:arl =ar')o:, (ass:' ned d'.lty at ""3arl ers ?02.!1t, 
Iroquo i s ?oin t and -;:'7e., sli on "':; :"1..e ia1a.........C!. 0 :::'" Oa':1.u). 

1	n June 1g~(f. :De~a:'te c1 Oai.1U. 
4 AuS. 19~ - _~!'r':'--:~d :. ::::D.t ::a:;-, ~an. 

"- 1~ " t lr:r 19.1..d. - T.., - ,r.~ -" '-7- ':'1 ~-_" . ~_1_.7 , 10 ._ v . • ..::>. _ _ ~'4__ - - - ::0 _ _ 

5 June 19L'::5 - .3t il~ locatec":. a t :~l; ~.;:':. 
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