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Order trao. f'erred to Am> Dvi svUl • 
2,]() men dct ohed s i , ed to tnt. Unit 50"1. 
66th Cll ci.epp-rted .ABJ) HUenelll8 *or AlBeo 16 AlJ€,I43. 
1 -ov' ,., report It 60th c.B - now in t.be 6th Regiment. 
66th CB 1oce.ted r A"~k. (lot Brig. report covering bstts dtd 1 Mar'44) 
1 'JFyl repOI't ot the 66th CB 
1 Jun '44 report ot thP 66th CB 
1 Jul l 44 r port of tb. ~th OB 
1 JUlI44 report of the 6th Reg. 
9th • tor duty at Attu. 
1 ~ I 44 report of the 66th CE 

oneret1ng at Adsk. 

o-perat 1ng et ~'nd B Y Plld Adak. 

o~ ting t Adelt. 


5 off. n 150 en of t 66th 03 ss1gn d to 

opere.t In.g at Adnlt end ttu. 7 off. .'Ild 282 n 
of the 66th CB were ent to Attll. during July d reported to t 9th RAg. 20 

offlcera ere with the oontingent.
0 

31 Jul'44 renort of 2nd Incr m~t of 66th OB et Attu - 1st Det. of 5 off. lld 

150 men arr1yed At tu :3 Jul l 44. The.dnd Det. of 2 off. nd 126 n arr_ved 

31 Jul J 44. Total of com.le ~nt is 7 off. md 283 en. 


66th C,B:. 

1 AugIJ!4 r"port of. 9th Reg. - The detacliment of 7 off. end ~3 I:18n re E.se1gneci 
to the 9th .lieg. at Attu. 
1 ep'44 report of 66th 0..0 - operst1:ng at Adak. 7 offlct'lrs £>.Ild 282 men e.eeigned 
to At bu In th 9th Reg. 

1 ~ I.' .-= r~-lI.Ht uf cilStb 0:3. ti Increment - oper; ting _.t ••tt'l hb 7 oft. ~ 
,~d f,lGn. l1nL -,rSeJI1ent b:.r 9U iif;.g. 
ClfO l'et1.lle t~ trans:ro:rt t1QI' be arrenged for the C,r.th (j 1i8th CB to be r9t- ~d 
the 1';. S . nB soon 86 nrC'lt icable. (Oil\) coni. dis J to Com 17 dtd 13 Uct 144 12171.5 
l'Cll 9585). . 
1 Oct l 4,4 rep"Jrt of' 6flth I'll:! - o1Jer"'tlnr ~t 1~. 6 off. ... . 281 Rlt'n frooll the 
Gr,06.!w. lHvhion md Hdo.trD :re "'<'lsi:.:ned to Att'.l .. --Tb .. 
~es tl."JL to t qth t{p",. ll)rt endO"'sed by 5th R e. 
the 6th ae~. durtn~ 'e • 
1 'ct t~* 1' · port of 66th CtJ.. ;.Jnd Tr: ~r aut - 4) l'''ti!V' tt:1 .'!th J 

~l Lo.1r.. l:t.e .ort n "torse 'b .i h _~. 1nt 1; tRd d te of 'omnl ti n 0 
!: S.,i~..J!":1t. i 9 In ,let' -=' • 
Pre8Wll8d that 66th 013 will depart early ill Dec l 44. (Oom 13 Sec. D1sp. To COlI 17 
23233? !lOA 1968 dtd 24 Noy'oW) 

1 Noy'44 report of 66th OB - operattng 
endorBed by 6th ~~nt. 
1 if''' 1M r rt t)f tl ' 6~tn. CB Ikt. t" 4 

d t"";.c -' ll.t. 

t Adak with a. d tachment at Attn. Bspon 

tt - B fi'ic~:rl'\ ll.'lr" 1 r fi!-l'I . r ri t t,li! 

1 ov l 44 re_ ort of 9th Reg. - Arrsngem uts have een~. to return the 66th OB 

~tachment to th 1r parent orge.nizstion. 


66th O:s to etlbaw 01'1 th iliq bout 1 DeCIM to proceed to U.S. (COil 17 ~c. 

D1sp .. to NOB Ad .... O~:-;n1)6 dtd 9 Dec'44. 
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Loce.t ion- Ok 66th em 
9-29:..45 - Oomsenpao direct. to inaetl'Yate tJ:le folloving OB 4, 6. 7. 17. 20. 66. 74. 78 &. 8' 

Inform Oomservpaowben inp~tlTation8 are oompleted. (Oomservpao conf apdltr Ber 051' 
dtd 11 Sept 145 to Comdt •• NOli, Ok1Dawa). 

lO-l-45 - 1 AugI 45 report of 66th 0lI - located at Okinawa. Beport Tia 37th :Beg. &: Bth llrig. 
11- Q-45 - 66th 0:8 was ine.ctlve.ted on 29 Sept l 45. (8th :Brig. ltr r 2661 dtd a Wov'45 to 

00 r. H v.e1 Oon tr. Troop ). 
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Early in December, 1942, the United 
States had been at war one year, and many 
of us were answering the call to our country's 
colors. We stood on station platforms bid
ding goodbye to tearful mothers, wives, and 
sweethearts; ready to go and serve the na
t ion. Trains sped from the Western plains, 
from the sunny South, Irom clll parts 01 the 
country, bringing us to the snow covered 
shores 01 New England . 

By December 13th all of us had arrived 
at the Naval Construction Training Center, 
Camp Endicott, Davisville, Rhode Island. 
We had all been initiated to the mud; to 
the waiting In line; to Navy lingo; to the 
"You'll be sorry" 01 slightly more experi
enced men; and to the lack 01 pnvacy of 
barracks life. 

Few 01 us were ever very modest but we 
had all enJoyed privacy on certain occasions. 
Lining up for one 01 the several dozen ac
commodations faCIng each other for those 
personal performances must be one of the 
ties that served to bind us more closely. 

We were introduced to the boot haircut . 
Then as shorn lambs we flocked to the medi
cal induction center. Here we shed all our 
CIvilian clothes clnd crammed them into cl 
small box lor shipment home to be saved 
for that great homecoming when peace 
prevails . 

HaVIng divested ourselves t o the buff, we 
were adorned by a la rge number paInted on 
our chests. O nce more we received a phYSI
cal examination. We were vaccinated and 
introduced to the "big square need le ." A/t
er that ordeal a vast pile of clothing wa~ 
thrust into our p .. ~rced , aching arms. A man 
ill charge said, "Put 'em on . -- Do they 
fit? - - You'll grow, Mac . -- They'lI 
shrink. - - Put 'em in the ba g ." 

And so on December 15th Boot t rain ing 
started. Now we all knew what, "You'll be 
sorry" meant but everyone bllckled down to 
the stiff training program ahead and learned 
to drill, pack a sea bag, and to stand pa · 
tiently in tha ' ever present line . We learned 
abou~ "scuttlebutt" and learned to gri pe . 
And we learned to live wearing boots. Un
der a group of instructors, picked for tough
ness, we did "Right Face, Left Flank, Reach 
for your Left, Rip March, etc." Some of us 
went to Technical Training to study pon
toons, camouflage, diving, etc. We learned 
all this under the difficulties of "Cot Fever" 
which was due to the record breaking ew 
England winter combined with the t OXIC vac
cinations. W ill we eve r forget the coughing 
at night Just after we all "hit the sack" ? It 
sounded like a pock of hounds on the scent 
How many, especicllly those on gua rd duty, 
will ever fo rget the first lonely Christmas 
away from loved ones1 
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On January 5, 1943, we " broke boot." 
On tha t sa me day we were reshuffled to 
our permanent companies . For the first time 
we met the bugaboo of a ll men who live In 
a sea ba g ; moving day, But that night was 
our First li berty and everyone determined to 
find out lust how much dllure his "monkey 
SUit" had to the f.lIrer sex . 

O ur own chie fs took over their respective 
platoons on Jan uary 8th, Three days later 
our newly commissioned officers arrived from 
C1mp All en at Norfolk, Virginia . They, too, 
had undergone d gruelling tra in ing period . 
Th various departments were set up and 
our battalion started functioning on its own 

More training followed and we could 
march smartly 50 thdt by Februdry 7th we 
were dble to stdge a snappy review. The 
Battalion colors were presented and the 66th 
was offiCially commissioned at this cere
mony. 

Still more training followed during which 
we lea rned judo, to handle our rilles, to use 
the bayonet, to "hit the deck/ ' a nd to take 
the hu rdles of a commando course . Wh en 
this was completed we packed our bags 
ag.lIn on March 6th and marched in the 
snow to another ca mp, A, B, D. Davisville, 
known simply as the " hut dre :' But the 
cold, dismal rece ption there did not take 
the warmth from our spir its for t he next day 
we were all up dt 0300 to be certa in of get
ting the fi rst train for home. A small group 
of men stayed behind to keep the hut fires 
burning . Nine days later the section on 
leave re turned and the re main ing boys took 
the ir turn. But this latter group was not so 
fortunate On March 23rd our batta lion was 
told to be ready to embark. All leaves were 
cancelled and many of the boys in the sec
ond group reached home just in t ime to re
ceive the te legra m ordering them back. But 
we d id not e mbark and the men who got a 
short leave were gra nted a t hree day leave 
to help compensdte for t heir misfortune. Still 
another alert peri od came dbout and li ber
t ies were again cancelled, but this, t 09, was 
1I0t to be our embarkation time. 

Dur ing the long period th at fo llowed, 
Spring came to Rhode Island and Spring 
came to the hearts of many of our boys dS 
they fo und sweethearts In ne.arby ProvI
dence. Many of our men had their wives 
come to Rhode Isla nd to spend those pre
cious last days together before leaving 

Stateside. The Y dnkees of historic Provi
d ence extended a warm hospitality unel
p~cted by t he Southern men of our battal
ion. Many last ing friends were made as a 
re sult of our lon g association wi t h this small, 
intimate state. Dances were eld at Howard 
Johnson's and we Sea bees danced or jitter
bugged to the music of Chc'Hley Brinkley's 
N. C. T. C. orchestra . 

There was some scuttlebutt during this 
period that the 66th would be broken up 
and a part of it annexed to the 64th Battal
ion. But the reverse was true and the 66th 
acquired an E Company from part of the 
64th. Only for a short time was our battalion 
that large for that same company later be
came the nucleus of the 507th Maintenance 
Unit. They sailed away leaving us to "fight 
the battle of Rhode Island," 

On Sunday, April 4th. the late Secretary 
of the Navy, Frank Knol and Vice Admiral 
Ben Moreelt of the Bureau of Yards and 
Docks visited us. Dinner was served to them 
in the hut area by our neigh bors, the 70th 
Battalion . That sa me afternoon Camp Endi
cott was ded icated. 

During our sojourn in Rhode Island a 
group of men w s sent to a n airfield at 
Westerly, R. I., where they did construction 
and maintend nce work Some others did 
work at Sun Valley and still others built huts 
In our camp area . The rest of us stood guard 
or policed the grounds. 

O ur new Cha plain, Lt. Ii.g.' Dean M. 
Mann, repldced Chapla in, Lt. (j.g., Robert J. 
Ba ird. The W e lfa re and Recredtion Depart
ment inaug ura ted a boxing team, a baseball 
league, and a battalion newspdper, the 
Buzzi Be~ Buzz. 

During June 16th to 19th, near the end of 
our stay at A. B. D. Davisville, we engaged 
in a mock invasion of Goddard Park. We 
stormed he beach from assault barges, 
spent the night ashore in our pup tents, dnd 
dined on field rations. 

On June 20th we packed ur ge ragain , 
w ich WelS by now a h av load, and 
marched to un Va ll y for a week of inten
SIV tra ining on t h r i ll~ range We may 
hav entered Rhode Island along With the 
chilly blasts. but we left It In a bl.u:e of sun
sh ine cJ a ptly named Sun Va lley. 

O n June 25th, in t hree s ctions dnd by 
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three d ifferent routes (see mapl, w tra velled 
by rail to Camp Parks, Calilorma. W e a l
rived there July lst and engaged in more 
trainrng. W e brushed up on our "spit nd 
polish" technrque of Navy Ijfe. After a day 
of .. gleaning" lor butts and match sticks we 
were all ready lor the ure$ of 'FlUto. ChlOa
town, a nd th e Barbary Coast. Our st y here 
was not long and on July 12th w Ielt by 
tram lor Camp Rousseau. A. B. D. Port Hue
neme. California, which we reached on July 
13th. 

Another month 01 "RIp March." dry fir
Ing. "ve firmg, a nd more technic I tralOlng 
followed . But In the mVlgoratlng California 
dimate the men were never too tired a fter 
d day of ma neuvenng for a b it more skir
mishin g in Hollywood and Los Ange les, 
sixty miles away. 

W hile at Port Hueneme, Lt. Commander 
Le Blanc was pr mated to Commander and 
Lt Stump' was adva nced to Lt . Command
u. Shortly a lter th o:1 t Commander Le Bla nc 
was reca lled to t he East and Lt. Commander 
Stumpf beca me Officer-m-Charge. 

Finally, on August 18th, we left Camp 
Rousseau by t ram and then by ship for Is
land X. Men who had said good bye so often 
t fnends and loved on2S could ha rdly be
lieve It was so thiS ti me until t hey were w II 
at sea several days later. 

O ur ship was not a modern liner. nor 
even a troop transport, but rathe r a new 
Ireighte r crowded with lour-tiered bunks in 
its holds. Bathing and nature's needs were 
accomplished in little square huts on the 
deck where cold salt water and spray kept 
everything antiseptic. Only the bravest ac
complished the ordeal of an Ice-cold suds
less saltwater bath. Chow was a problem so 
only two daily meals were served, which 
took most 01 the ddY. Not mctny seemed to 
mind this a~ a greenish tinge was in many 
compleXions. Many were more concerned 
with feeding the fish than themselves. Many 
of our men spent the voyage in their bunks 
except when ordered to clea r the holds lor 
airing or when an abandon ship drill 
occurred. 

For the first lew ddYS the seas were ra~her 
mild but then we ran into rough water. 
Waves broke over the bow. Sdlty spray kept 
our faces wet. Seals rrding by on towering 
waves looked down on our ship and play
fully Irisked dbout as if to show us how little 

they minded the storm. The ship's bow or 
nern would leap clear 01 the water and we 
would brace ourselves for the ship to slam 
Itself back into the water . Theil we would 
feel her shudder from stem to stem clS if 
she were trying to shake the water Irom off 
her deck Visibility was limited to a few 
SCdnt yards. When thl!! dorm appeared to 
be at its worst, out 01 the swirling mist a 
huge forbidding green lorm loomed. W 
discovered that we were rn d IdsS Almost 
Immediately the storm abate . We scliled 
IOto the shelter of a harbor flanked on each 
Side by the greenest and steepest of moun
tarns that sprung from the sea to the douds. 
Shafts of sunlight stabbed through tht eerie 
gloom and spotlighted the water and tun
dra And to complete the awesome drama 
of the elements, a r.unbow arched from shore 
to shore before us. Never had any 01 us seen 
such sta rk scenic grandeur. Such were the 
conditions under whICh we were Introduced 
to it that land had never sumed so 
welcome. 

We stayed In th is port aboard ship for a 
d ay and d half and then sa iled on through 
calm seas to Island X. We did not know we 
were t disembark hEre until the mEn on 
the d ock told us we were to get off. Through
out the nlqht 01 Aug ust 31st we transferred 
(ro m the ship to trucks and on to our new 
homes. These didn't prove to be CiS make
shift as we had anticipated for we found 
huts awaiti l1g us. We hoad to endure .. ~w 
hardships regardin g plumbing and sanita
bon until we could complete the area but 
not for long as little t ime was lost setting 
to work. 

Everyone soon had <l job to do. But It 
seemed that we were not to stay put long, 
even on IsJoand X. Almost immediately some 
of the men started leaVing for othe r parts of 
the Island to work. 

On September 30th Commander Henrion 
arrrved t o take charge of t he battalion and 
Lt. Commander Stumpf resumed as execu
tive Officer. 

Soon everyone had moved to another 
pa rt of the Is land to a tent city. We Il!arned 
to like the mtimacy of a tent and felt q uite 
w,\I.'? (.I(e~ i:hQu~h thl! willl-waws ra qed and 
made the tents fla p and d ance. The high
light 01 lile o:1t thiS iJru was the blaze of 
glory that enveloped the mess hall on the 
hill two morn ings after Thanksg lvln S d inner 
had been served there . 
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Christmas .....as lar different than any pre
VIOIIS Ch rIStmas we had ever spent. Many of 
us had OUf gifts opened Ions before Christ. 
mas because our loved ones at home had 
been so careful to mail them ea,ly. On 
Christmas Eve we had a party at which local 
talent entertained and Red Cros packages 
were distributed. On Christmas Day we re
ceived a new group of men fresh from the 
Stdtes. These men were quickly dubbed 
"Chnstmds Packages" by the men 01 the 
battalion 

On January 2. 1944. abou seventy 0' our 
men were h ansf rred to the 1022 SpeCial 
Detachment under the charge 01 Lt. Rex 
who had lelt us on October 28, 1943, to 
take that command. Lt. Clark reported 
aboaTd on the day that Lt. Rex left us. 

After Christmas the exodus began back to 
the area where we first stayed on Island X. 
Here we moved tnto a new group of hu . 
Rather they looked like igloos. Snow drifted 
over the drched roof tops and the .. gold
bricks" were elated one morning to find they 
were snowbound and couldn't get to work 
The racmg Winds. gritty with snow, blew 50 

hard that they Jtole our breaths away and 
w had to le.:!n on the Wind to even stay on 
our feet. But the flgors of a Rhode Isldnd 
winter had toughened our men to the weath
er and most of us stood up well and thrived 
on It dnd the chow. We ledmed many new 
names lor stew, hamburger, and chipped 
beef We never starved and many 01 us IeIt 
guilty when they spread butter 1.!VIshly on 
theIr bredd knowing that our lolks at home 
were dOing Without. 

Our day off each week, G. I. day, WdS 

spent half in military training and hclll as 
we pleased. Even after ten hours work every 
day ~IX days each wee~ , many of our men 
had the vim and vigor to tackle the rugged 
out-of-doors Skiers found a paradise. VarI
ous mountain peaks were scaled, by the 
venturesome, to see what lay beyond. Finny 
be,}§h of the sea were cOdxed from their 
habit t by mess he'll! lood on hook and line. 
The new recreation hall provided gym facili
ties for those of us so mind cd. Still others 
01 us relaxed by eeing movIes or lust 
'sackln9 .. 

On Apri l 28 about two dozen of our men 
were sent to d nedrby island which we call 
Island Y to do construction work under the 
chafge 6f Lt. G.g.) W. S. Flynn 

Late in April Lt. Guy Garland and Lt, (j.g.) 
Peter Flynn were transferred out of the bolt· 
talion to other assignments In their places 
we received EnSign Ruth and Ensign Dono
hue. In June Lt. CronquIst was transferred 
from our batiali n to take charge of the 
1022 Specral De.tachment to repldce Lt. Rex 
who was recalled to the States. Lt. Oart 
who jOined our battalion in October but 
who had not been aSSigned to any company, 
was designated to C Company. Carpenter 
McClanahan, who had orlglOally been one 
of our Chief Petty OHicers, was placed 10 B 
Company 

June brought a lot of scuttlebutt about 
leaving as well as fog , rain, and mud. It was 
hard to te ll which was th thickest. None of 
the scuttlebutt came true so we stayed on 
with the mud, rain, and fog. 

On July lst a hundred and fi fty men were 
sent on to Island Z to do grading work. Lt. 
Commander Stumpf was In charge of this 
group. O n July 28th oil hundred and thi rty 
more men Jomed them. Conditions there 
were more primitive than those we had 
lately been accustomed to at Island X. Lt. 
Wetzel became ExecutIve Officer of the 
group stayrng behind. And of the remaini ng 
men, some were sent baa to work In the 
area where we had lived during November 
and December 01 1943. 

Early In August, 1944, we held cl more 
than t horough field day. Dress blues were 
ordered out of stowage and we had to put 
~hem back to hape ellter cl long peTiod 01 
disuse. We were ordered to don these uni· 
fdrms on two occasions during the month . 
The last time, August 20th, was for a dress 
parade and review. 

AI the Iclst entry IS made in th is account, 
August 21st, we Celn look b.:!ck With prrde on 
our records which show that Since we've 
been away from the States we've moved 
dbollt three milhon Yclrds of urth, built over 
two hundred buildIng', and spent almost a 
million man-hours on other engtoeerrng and 
construction proJects. Even though we can· 
not point to any mili tary conquests over 
our enemies we can reflect on the fact that 
we did help to pave the highway to victory. 
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Jan 1943 

Mar 1943 
Jun 1943 

.lui 1943 

August 1943 
Aug 1943-Dec 1944 

Dec 1944 

Jun 1945 

.lui-Sept 1945 

66th Naval Construction Battalion 

Chronology 

Formed at Naval Construction Training Center (Camp Endicott), 

Davisville, Rhode Island. 

Transferred to Advance Base Depot, Davisville, Rhode Island. 

Departed Davisville, Rhode Island for Camp Parks, Shoemaker, 

California. 

Arrived at Camp Parks. Shortly thereafter transferred to Advance 

Base Depot (Camp Rousseau), Port Hueneme, California for 

staging. 

Departed via ship for Adak, Alaska. 

Performed construction projects (see attached summary of 

operations). From April to October 1944 a detachment operated 

at Sand Bay and beginning in July 1944 detachments of varying 

sizes were sent to Attu. 

Departed Adak via ship and arrived at Camp Parks, Shoemaker, 

California on Christmas day. 

Left Camp Parks for second overseas tour of duty, this time on 

Okinawa. 

Arrived on Okinawa and began work on fleet hospital, storage 

dam and resevoir, quarters and facilities for Commander, 

Construction Troops, Okinawa, and the Yonabaru airstrip. 

Disestablished on 29 Sept 1945. 
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10 SC] lO.:!."" One officer c.cpJ.rtcd } ..ttu for .tile}:."'-

10 Sc:;? 19-1-lo One officer ar~ived Ad~< fron Attu. 

22 O~'"1.,;" 19(-s 

26 Oct 19.t.1:~ 

24 Oct lq.....~ 

27 Oct 1944

25 Oct 19~~ ~".·t:!;..-..re :',er.. left .A.tt~ for ..!"dzk. 

29 "" ...... t-v~" 19-i ·: 

:31 Oct 19~::: 

2 ~;ov 1944 

11 !;07 1944 - C:?t3 C?O -::'£.~5:crre ·i :o!" te~?-J r c.x:r d~t:' ";,."i tho 
03 :ro=: -;.~ ~ J-:Jt:;,·~.!...~8~t ~~o:-t.:ld. to ~3~': 23 :7~"1I" :..:-:-::. 

11 :iov 194~~ 3":' ·.{o uffice~.5 ~=.d 1.69 ::en left ..-\.ttu for }..f..~. 

12 :ec lC~i for conti~ent~l IT• 

1..~ ::ov 19: ! 

•~~ =.}:. 

'~""'~..'.:,.,J __ • :::'i9 iti::e:'.;:....-:,' hc.:; 'bee:! c:"'2~c::~:. t1~~c. c.ut:1~!'.. ticat.:d. 'b:r t::'~ Offi·:e::--:::
Chc~le o! the 66t~ Cvnstr~ctic~ 3~t~alion• 

. ..... ~ . . - -,; ....... 
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