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“We Build, We Fight” 
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Information 



,, 61s t 0.13.

!iCTa - Magruder 
.AJ3D - Gfpt. FFT Hueneme 

B.e;'l~ Date ~ Apr' 43 
Left ABD ~Aprt'\13 

Location llAS-i:aB&8h. ]J8~ .!-pa\l ~ SaJII2r 


2- 8-43 - Tentative aseignment NAS Ke.neohe or Maintenance Air Stations. 

2-17-43 - Ordered transferred Gulfport FFT Hueneme. 

3- 9-43 - Transferred from Gulfport to Hueneme. -, '" - ,.. ,u"~'< ~ , ~ ~', :/',,: I ~ 

3-19-43 Arrived ABD Hueneme from Gulfport. 


-1:-15-43 - Sailed on USS Brostogi - destination 13evy.~
5-11-43 _ The 61st C13 is at Guadalcanal. (From OomNav13asesSoPac area to ComSoPac Sec. ltr. 

dtd 5-11-43) 
7-23-43 - 1 Jun l43 re ort of 61st 013 - de arted Hueneme 14 Apr'43. Arrived Solomon Is. 

Cactus 16 May '43 . 
3-20-44 - 1 Feb ' 44 report of 61st 013 - operating at Guedalcapa1. 
6- 7-44 - 1 Mar I44 re ort of 61st 013 - projects secured at GuadalcP~al 14 Feb l 44 to move to 

Auckland. (Returned to Guadalcanal. then to Emirau according 0 tr of transmittal 
dtd 30 Aprl44 and 1st hd. dtd 11 MayI44) ,a"r' ,4t.1C'f''''A.-J:J OlliE f'HoN<rr, 

6-14-44 - 61st C13 arrived at Emirau 30 Mar t 44 - 1 Apr'44 report.
6-14-44 _ 1 ~J'44 report of 6ls t O~ - opera ng at Emirau. 

Slst 0.13. 

7- 5-44 - 1 Junl 44 report of 6lst 013 - operating at Emirau. 

8- 5-44 - 1 Jul l 44 report of 61st CB - operating at Emirau. 

8-2H5-44 - 6lst C13 operating at Emirau. Following data of SoPac as of 7l1!44: 


May'43 - arrived G~dalcana1 
Feb l 44 _ It Aucklen.d , 
Mar'44 - It Guadalcanal 
Mar' 44 - II BIni rau 
Staging for Acorn 34 under orders to move to Russells 15 Jul'44 

9- 7-44 _ 1 AugI44 report of Slst 013 - located at Russel ls. Was secured as of 10 Jul ' 44; 
left for Russells on .ao Jul. for st lng and re-outfltting; arrlve~ RUs sells 25 Jul 

10- 3-44 - 1 Sept44 report of 61st C~ - Staging at ausse11s. Bec d III r eplacements from the 
15th CB. 

10-10-44 - Glst CB to move to Combat Area from Banikc. Russell Is. (6bt ~B Itr to :Supers 
dtd 28 Sep' 44 :rC13-61 oyer J:DP :gj s) 

10-18-44 - ThA 61st CB c1ep~ rted from Renard Sound, Russells to 111 28 Sep l44.(mm Ausse11s 
Sec. Airmailgrao to Comseronsl'J-pacfor 042111 NCR 18569 dtd 12 Oct'44). 

lC-21-44 - 1 Augl44 report of 18th ~eg. - 51st CB was secured 4 Jul t 44 for forward mov~ment. 
1U-27-44 - 61~t CB assigned to Cub 12 :cr o,?er?tions .?t KDTG 2. (Co!:'!ser:or7flt Sec. ltr. 

to 3uciocks :331 over )er. BCl-(\01873 dtd n Oct t 44. - Oa11 No. 13568) 
1:-3 -44 - 51st 'JB hns bp.en gt :;mirp.u "lr.d h.:·s been assigned to Acorn :34 for t.he K:::~:G 2 ')pe!' ~ -

tiocs. (Coms~!"for7flt 3cc. 1~r AC?-4 over :-3p.r 3P-00 1BR2 to BUC.OC i.r3 dtd. 12 Jet' C-4 

:nont::l~r reT)ort -:'Jr Se'!')'¥-) 
1l-1~-44 - ~j "_ ~--:,~.,--.',,,"- ,, 5-:; :; th~t "-:he 1}1st:;1lL!hiC!1 ','le9 t rD.:r-~8 ~ ' er:!"'~d ,,'it ~ e'lQ 1:·) to the Sowes;;.s..d 

cnd1!l'ro -:) e ~.:!odified by detac~'lL~ ,' t ;: is '.L'1.i t from the CZSth ?,.. ~ . rulCc !1,Ssi e,'-nin ;: tneo 
-t~- - - ' " tt l:0 :Om'7flt.(ei nc":J 02 ~~!::: , "J.:"-' "::0541 :r CP. 15£:74 to Go~::':!es(!.:!r~m ~ 'reD (" -.. .:.1. ,;I')'! . - • • 

http:BUC.OCi.r3
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618i O.B. ,e;<; 

""'t

11-29-44 - 6lst CB located at Tacloban, Leyte. (Comserv7flt Sec. Diap. to CNO 150133 NCR 
18921 dtd 34 Nov'44) 

12-18-44 -

and 31 men boarded the USS S OPE K75 tor 

nt in at for forward move. 
Ak12l) for Island IV. 3 officers 
s an V. 

12-28-44 -- The 51st CB joined the 12th Reg. in the middle of Oct'44 to go to Leyte.(Comserfor
7f1t Sec. report for Oct'44 dtd 20 Nov'44). 

1-1~-45 The 51st CB 1n the 12th Re iment and 10c~ted a t San Pablo near Dulag, Leyte -
Batt is mov to Tolosa, Leyte. Comserfor7!lt Sec. report for Nov t 5 Dec) 

1-17-45 - 1 Nov'44 report of the 51st C~ .: During the wao1e month of October, until the 25th, 
the 61st CB 'IIa3 aboard two Us, enroute to the nev island "X". Disembarked begim:
ing the evening of the 25th; moved into cpmp 8~ miles from the beach on 25 Oct and 
started to set up e~. Under enemy ettack while unloading and building airstrip. 

1-26-45 1 Hov'44 report of the 12th Reg. - The 51st CB 1s at Leyte and at the conclusinn 
of its present ass~ent on the construction of an ~ air field, it will join 
the 3.egiment. 

1-26-45 - 1 Dec'44 report of the 61st CB - no info on location. Report endorsed by 12th Reg. 
2- 9-45 - 1 .'45 re ort of the 12th Reg. _ During Nov'44 the 6lst CB became AffiUated 


with the Regiment, having moved from San Pablo . were they were construe ng an 

airstri !or the Arm • to Guiuan, on the southern tip of Samar, where. togetne-r 

with tee 93rd CB, they are start~ work on an airstr p e ng e 

direction of the He iment. 

2-l4-45 --The /jI st C13 is l ')~ated at Tolosa,Leyte and Guiuan, Samar.(Co~~"'rfI)7flt S~C. reT'ort 
dtd 15 Jan'45 for Dec'4I). 

. .. . . ' 

61st O.B. 

3- 2~5 - Eistor~cal report by 12th aeg. on Naval Base Leyte - (00mserfor7flt Conf Itr Al2
BP-0172 dtd 7 Feb'45 to Budocks) 
24 Jct'44 - "Streamlined elementsl! of the 12th Reg. arr'd in Leyte Gulf. Debarked 

at Taclobp-O on same day. ' The first echelon of streamlined batts con
Risted of ~bout 830 off. and men of the 75th and 105th CBs, 120 off. 
and men of Jet. 1024, nnd 36 off. and men of the 12th Reg. ~he Reg. 
was 'oined b the 51st 013 with About 1100 off. and men on this day. 
6lst CB assigned temporarily to the Army to rebuild the captured ep 
airstrip at San Pablo and rebu1l access r oa s n tha area. 

9 Dec'44 - ~~ovement of all regimental and naval base un i ts to Guiuan wa s begun. 
(Because the expected compl. d~te of the Army airstrip could not be 
oet due to poor soil conditions, an area in southern Samar !s. nea~ 
Duiua~ was scouted and found suitable for an airstrip and also pref
erable for other intended installations. Sence. on 9 Dec., it was 
finally decided to build all naval facilities at Guiuan). 

3-14-45 - Comserfor7flt conf. spdltr Sere 0371 to eNOB Leyte Gulf dtd 2 Kar'45 - The 61st C~ 


is hereby detached from its presently assigned duties. Shall report to C~lcm Leyte 

Gulf for duty with Comnander Con9tru~tion Forces L(I!yte-Samar. 


3-22-45 - Comdt NOB. Tacloban, Leyte orders the 6lst CB to further report to the CO, HavSta. 
Guiuan. Samar for duty with the Const Fbrces headed by the Comdr Const Foroas and 
Sr Brg Comdr. (Comdt ltr P16-3(1) over ser 996 dtd 11 Mar'45 to OinC 6lst CB) 

3-30-45 - 1 w an '45 report of the 51st CB - located on Leyte. Det. working on Hdqtrs of 

7th FIt at Talosa. Report end. by 12th Reg. 


I 



-- -- - - .- .- .----;.- ~ -.- .. :- ,- -
Location Samar ~,.S!st a.B.. 

~ 

4- 7-45 - _The Glst as reported to CO NavSta Quiuan, SRmar on 14 Mar'45. Ordered to further 
r epott=jFor-auiy wIth the Oons t . Forces. (1st end on ONOB Leyte NS1Pl~-3(1) over 
Ser 1337 dtd 14 Mnr'45) 

4-10-45  The 61st CB is located at Samar.(Com7flt Sec. disp to Cominch 250756 Mar'45).
4-23-45 - 1 Jan l45 report of the 12th Reg. - First detach of the GIst CB arrived Guiuan on 

1 Dec'44. 
4-26-45 - 1 leba 45 report of the 61st CB - operating in P41111pine8. Ind. bT 12th Reg.

4-27-45  1 leb'45 report of 12th Reg. - Approx1mate1r 160 men at former location. 

. 4-30-45  Comserfor7f1t Sec Rep of 1 Aprl45 shows the Glst CB located at Guiuan, sCheduled 
for Zamboango. 

5- 8-45 - The Glst CB is located at Semar. (Dirpacdocks s.r. Sec Rep of 15 Apr 145) 
5-22-45 - 1 '45 re ort of 6lst as - located. in Samar area. Report routed via 19th Reg & 

3rd Brig, Sect.a. 
~29-45  1 Apr l45 report of 19~ BeaT 1 Co. of the 61et CB i. located at Tolosa & i8 under 

both administrative & operational control of the 19th Reg & has been ordered ba~ 
to the 61st ~. 

5...29-45 - The Glst CB is under adm control of the 3rd Brg end under operational control of 
the 7th Erg. (Gnd end by 3rd Erg on 6lst CB con! Itr to Dirpacdocks dtd 1 Meyl~5) 

6-2-45 - 1 Apr'45 report of the 5let a9 - located in Samar. Report end. by 19th Reg & 3rd 
Brig., Sec.2. 

6-9-45 1 Mar ' 45 report of the 6lst as - located in Samar area. Report end. by 12th Reg & 
3rd Brig. 

6-28-45 - 1 Jun'45 report of the 6lst CB - located in Samar area. Report routee via the 7th 
Brig & 34th Reg. 

- ... 
Location - Spmar 6lst Q. B. 

7-18-45 - 1 Jul'45 report of 61st CB - located in Samar area. Report via 34th Reg & 7th Brig. 
7-G7-45 - The 61st CE is attr.ched to the 34th Re~ and 7th Brg. Located at Guiuan, Samar, 

construction bomber strip, c~.mp for Acorn 1;:-, hardstands, fighter strip, off ices 
an air f reignt s e :Oor !tATS, i nstallation anu main ~ ep one system, clee.r:~ 
~or constr material d.enot and mise construction. CCT 7th Flt Sec r eJ;? for J4e)

8-13-45 _ e olst CB is in he 3~th Reg and 7tH ~rg . om7flt conf report on vB organ za
tion in Leyte-S~~r area ser 04296 dtd 2G July to CND) 


8-14-45 - 1 Aug t 45 report of the 6lnt CB - located in Samar Area. 6 offers and approx 200 ~en 
who have had 28 months overseas duty have received orders for transfer ~o the ry.S. f: 
rehabilitation leave and reassignment. Report via 34th Reg and 7th EriR.. 

~-1~-45 - ?ers Jf the 42nu 83 to be distributed as fol10ws:-~Z5 ~en to the 75th ~E, 94 men to 
WtI: '::;:3, 150 ::.en to 51st~B. 3ch. :,·rd. move. ( OinC '~ ) :Tavy 3149 con_f' It r ser 2085 
. ... 

CJ 
"7 ' -1.i5)a. "c. .-.Uf, - • 

::- cb -45 - l3ept ' ~ _fmort 0: 51st 8B - lo ca ted fit 3PJnE'.r ere!". ?eport vie. 34th Eieg. & 7th 
3 ri 5 · 

lO-2A-45 - 1 Octl45 report of 61st CB _ location not stated. Report via 34th Reg. & 7th Brig. 
51st CB has absorbed the CBMUs 512, 544 & 568 as replaeemnts also small groups from 
other batts. . . ... . :3 . 

1l-~3-45 _ 1 Nov l 45 rp~ort of 61st CB _ loce.tion not stated. Report V it'. 34th Re~: 7Co: l t n. ' r:g .
h 31-3-46 1 Jec l 45 report 0: 51st OB _ located fit 3amAX . ~eport via 34th Ree. ~ t rlg. 


2-15-46 _ 1 Jan 46 re~ort of olst as - located at Samar. Report via 34th Beg. & 7th Brig. 


3-1-41» - 1 Feb 46 report of 51st CZ - located at Guinan, Samar. Report via 34 R. & 7th:3r. 
4-19-46 _ , ),f Renort via 34th R & 7th 3.... · ·ar 4(, re"';ort Jf Slat CB _ located at Guiuan, Samar. 



101 Sf-~ e 
7-1-46 	 Comservpac directs~th Brigade to inactivate 

6lst CE. Follo,.; usual inactivation procedure. 
(Cotlservp~c dsptch. 2620l0Z via rdo Manila 
to Oir-C 7th Brigere) 

7-30-46 - In accordance with CinCPac disnatch 242225Z 
1 s - n, t UsNCB 

1 r. Ser. 12 dt • 21 June 46. 
All })ersonne1 tran,sferred to other units and all material •. 
supplies and equipment distributed and all accts. closed I 

in accordance with current directives. Records disoosed 
of in accord. with CB Circular 20-44. . 

8~22-46 - Ltr dtd 23 J'\llY46 7N(JBr/~2 Q,ver HJH:fxh 
Seria~ 4054 to 01!C61at aB. unl~ conai~red 

inactivated on 3Q July 1946. 

ON a:>ARD 
-. __ AUTHORITY

OFFICERS MENDATE---	 Recap.95630 Jun l 44 	 33 : 
970 B. & MaR1 Aug'44 32 


MoR
1 Sep'44 	 3l 1058 
BNP62510721 ~lov' 44 


1 Dec'44 33 1072 MaR 

Recap.107331 Dec'44 

33 1073 Mo~1 Jan'45 10 r,q i~. 
, "l&J..: "s '. '-~ I 'l.. '-IS' 	 1108 'iifp625 '"1 Apr'45 	 !I MaR 


30 10m 
 KoR
1 Mq'45 

1049 BlIP625 AB.1 Jun'45 	 29 
BNP625 & R10073J 
BNP625 & R 

1 Jul'4f 
1 .\ugI 45 	 23 460 

,).., - B!JP6251 .;je~tl"';'5 	
~?4. 

BNP625 & R828161 Oct l'45 BNF625 & R6311 Ilov'45 	 20 
BNP625 & R21 5911 :Je~ 45 


724 
 B1-TP525 & R381 Jal1'46 BNP 625 & 	B.38 6481 Feb 46 BNP 625 & 	R33 5471 !-ta.r 46 
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Seabee Museum
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66 H BATTAL ON 

F orme a t Da isville, R. I., in January, 

1943, t h e 66th ... T B was moved to Camp 
P arks June 25, arriv ing th.ere July 1. 
Twelve da:ys la r t h e outfit moved t 
Hueneme, and a"led Aug. 16. The unit 
a rrived a t A d ak "n the Aleutians Aug 31. 
F rom Apr il 26 1944, a detachment was 
sent to Sand Ba:r for duty until Oct. 4, 
1944. Beginning on July 1, 1944, detach
m ents ot va :ying ~ze w ere sent f rom 
Adak to Att . The larges t: of these groups 
left for Attu J ly 1 and July 28. All 
units were back \\Tith the B attalion at 
Adal.... on Nov. 14, 1944. On Dec. 12, the 
outfit sailed fo t States and arrive a t 

Camp Parks, Christm 944. Starting 
its second overs as t th BattallOll 
sailed for Okinawa "11 1945 and was 
stationed at Nakagu a the war's end. 



61 sl Naval Construction Battalion 

Chronology 

Jan 1943 
27 Feb 1943 
01 Mar 1943 
13-14 Mar 1943 
16-1 7 Mar 1943 
14Apr1943 
02 May 1943 
13 May 1943 
16 May 1943 
19 Feb 1944 
23 Feb 1944 
15 Mar 1944 
17 Mar 1944 
18 Mar 1944 
21 Mar 1944 
25 Mar 1944 

30 Mar 1944 
28 May 1944 
21 July 1944 
24 July 1944 
28 Sept 1944 
07 Oct 1944 
13 Oct 1944 
15 Oct 1944 
18 Oct 1944 
23 Oct 1944 
25 Oct 1944 
22 Nov 1944 

30 Nov 1944 

02 Dec 1944 
30 Dec 1944 
08 May 1945 

21 Jun1945 

Formed at NCTC, Camp Peary, Williamsburg, V A. 
Departed NCTC, Camp Peary 
Arrived at ABO, Gulfport, Mississippi. 
Departed ABO, Gulfport, Miss. 
Arrived at ABO, Port Hueneme, California. 
Departed ABO, Port Hueneme for overseads. 
Arrive at Espiritu Santos, New Hebrides. 
Departed Espiritu Santos for Guadalcanal. 
Arrive at Guadalcanal. 
Departed Guadalcanal for Auckland, N.Z. 
Arrived Auckland, N.Z. 
Departed Auckland, N.Z. 
Arrived Noumea, New Caledonia. 
Departed Noumea. 
Arrived at Guadalcanal. 
Departed Guadalcanal for Emirau (all the Battalion except a Rear 
Echelon of 50 men) 
Arrived Emirau island, St. Mathias Group, Bismark Archipelago. 
Rear Echelon of 50 men arrived at Emirau from GuadaIcanal. 
Departed Emirau Island for Russell islands. 
Arrive Russell Islands. 
Departed Russell islands. 
Arrived Manus, Admiralty Islands. 
Departed Manus, Admiralty Islands. 
Arrived Hollandia, Dutch New Guinea. 
Departed Hollandia, Dutch New Guinea. 
Entered Leyte Gulf, Philippine Islands. 
Started unloading off Dulag, Leyte Island, P.I. 
First echelon of detachment of200 men went to Tolosa, Leyte 
Island, P.I. 
First echelon of 61 sl Battalion departed for Guiuan, Samar Island, 
P.I. from Leyte Island. 

First echelon arrived at Guiuan, Samar from Dulag 

Last echelon arrived at Guiuan, Samar from Dulag 

Last detachment of Tolosa men, Leyte, P.I. arrived at Guiuan, 

Samar, P.I. 

Whole Battalion still at Guiuan, Samar, P.I. 


1 




1943 	 .Tan. :For ad at NeTC, Camp Faary J Wi11ians burg J Va. 
Feb. 27 Departed NCTe, iJanp } 38.r y 
lliar. 1 Arr ived a t ABD, Gulfport, ~iBSissipp i 
Lal'. 13-14 Dsparted ADD, GulfporJIj, L:i 3S . 

~ar. 16-17 ~rived at .cJJD, I-ort Huenelle, Calif. 
Apr. 14 
I-:ay 2 
May 13 
~ay 16 

1944 	 Feb. 19 
Feb. 23 
Mar. 15 
Mar. 17 
Alar . lS 
Mar. 21 
Mar. 25 

Mar . 30 

Liay 28 

July 21 
July 24 
-'ep t . 28 
Oct. 7 
Oct. 13 
Oct. 15 
Oct. 18 
Oct. 23 
Cct. 25 
Nov. 22 

Nov. 30 

Dec. 2 
Dec. 30 

1945 	 ~ay 8 

June 21 

DepaI ted .G,J , Port i:Iueneme for oversee. s 
-u-rive at "';spiritu .::>antos, New "Heb r i de s 
Departed ~s]L:itu Santos for Guadalcanal 
~rrive at Guadalcanal 

Departed GuadalcE.lIlal for .rl.Ucl<;:land, t. z. 

.:\.Xl' i veCi.. .r~UcLlana, N. Z • 

Departed Auckla nd, lr .Z. 

•.. r rived, Nouua8.. , i';ew Caledonia 
Departed l;oumea 
Arrived at ~uadQlcanal 
Departed Guadalcanal for ~irau (all the Battalion 

eAoept a Rear ~chelon of 50 men) 
hXrived ..!;mirau Island, 3t . iiu.athias Group, Bism.ark 

Archipela30 
Rear ~chelon o~ 50 ~an arrived at ~mirau from 

Guadalcanal 
~eparted ~irau Island for nus sell Islands 
~rive :tus-ell Islands 
Departed ussell Islands 
.~rlvad ~anus, Aumiralty Islands 
~ep~rt0j ~anus, A~iralty Isl&nds 
.:--rrived Rollandia, Dutch raw Guinea 
.ieparted liollandia, jjutch l:e v Guinea 
~nterea ~eyta Gulf, ihilippine ~slands 
dtarted unloading ofr ~ulae, Leyte Islend, F. I. 
First echelon of (;.etucbLant of 200 Den 'ljient to 

Tolosa, Leyte ~slalld) P. ~. 
First echelon oE olst 3att. de9arted for Gu1uan, ~ur 

Island, ? I. i'rortl. Leyte Islan.d 
ffirst eohelon arrived at Guiuan, Samar 
Las"t; eohelon a=rived 6.t 8-uiuan, ..Jamar fran::. :Julas 

Last ot detachnent of 7010sa ~en, Leyte, P. I. arriVed 
at Guiuen, 5~ar, P. 1. 

..hole Battalion still &t 'Juiuan , ..:le, r !B.r, ~. I. 



7 Oct 1944 - .A.rrived ·:snus, Adm!)"!!lty Islands. 

13 Oct 1944 - Departed l-UiUZ, )..dnirel ty Islands. 

15 Oct 1944 - k':ri - -):!.l~.n ia., :DJ.th re, Guinea.. 

1B Oct 1944 - ~ ted Fo1le.llclia, Dutch ne~1 C-uinaa. 

23 Oct 1944 - ~te!'ed l-eyto Gulf I ?h11il'pine !slc.nds. 

25 Oet 1944 - St~~ted ~41oad1ng off D~lag, Loyte Island, p. I. 

22 l!ov 1944 - 1'irst echelon of c..etaC!l:1ent of .200 man went tl) 
Tolo~a, Leyta Island, P.I. 

30 Nov 1944 - ~irst echelon of 6lst 3ett. departed for Guinan, 
S~~X Island, p. I. fro~ Leyte Isl~~d. 

2 Dec 19¥~ - First echelon ex ived ~t Guiu\n, S~ar. 

30 Dec 1944 - L~5t ec;"elon prrived at Gt.liuen, S~ 1'1'00 D'..l:ag. 

8 ~.~.j 1~5 - Ll'1at of detin.clnent o=: ~ljlos .a we!!.. l-eyta, ? I. 
arrivad E'. t Glllu.C".n. Saa:ar, ? I. 

I Oct 1345 - Loca~ad Leyte le.=l3!' • 

• y.. • • • • * • * * •• 

•ro~: ~1s 1ti """.:r~:ar~r has 1J~an ch~c::Q __ end E'..uths!ltic?ta_ bj" t=-e 
Off1c9r-in..Ch.:~6e of th 61st _~a7cl. Cons i;:'UC tbn 3e. ~ tel1on.# 

15 Oct ...9":5 
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