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60th C.B. 

.2- 8-43 ­
Z-1l-43 ­
3- 8-43 ­
"-~-43 ­
7-23-43 ­
5-11-43 ­

8- 4-43 ­

9-16-43 ­
10-22-43 ­

1,2....016-43 ­

L~-29-43 ­

1-19-44 -

2-18-44 -

4- 3-44 -

5- 9-44 -
6-16-44 -

6-t9-44 -
6-a5-44 -

7-1~ -
9- 4-44 _ 

9-21-44 -

9-30-44 _ 

liCTa - D vieville 
•.a.:3D - Huenem 
;{ ~ D to - 18)( rl43 
eft .!ED 25 Marl 3 

Location -5 ip 89 • -Bie.lE. oenCi 

LOG 

Tentative ElS igmnent - idway reple.cement. 

Trpnsferred Plea;op~ Jfune 

urived Honolulu :tram Camp Parks. 

60th B p.~b rked for Acorn 5. 

Secret report l~ Jun l 43 - P""o 7th fleet to Budock statE's th t 60th is t '::orn 5. 

The 60th 03 is lOCAted in Austftalia. (OomNavBasesSoPee eree. to ComSoP!:lc 3ec. ltr. 

dtd 5-11-43) 

1 Jul l 43 report of 60th CB - B tt left U.S. 25 Mar 143. Brisb.ne. Au t lis. 

25 Apri1'43. left 6 June for Townsville, AU3t~1ia. presp.nt loc~tion ACQrn 5. 

1 Al '43 report of 60th CB - locAted at '(oodlar:lc. 119.., Guinea. 

1 Sept Q report of 60th 013 - operRt ing intact at ·,loocilF. rk- the remP. i.ccier of the 

batt having arrived fro.m Townsville duri.n,g A1l1':'l:.stl 

1 .Iov' 43 r~port of 60th CB - to move to Diminish about a nov .• exc pt one c.,mp 

to remain at Matrt1e$he1f. 

60th CB divided into two units at vide~ seoarate loc~tions - ~dvance 3ectio~ ~t 
Diminish and rear ~eetion at Msnte1she1f. 1Sec. P16-5 - 5356 dtd 12-1-43) 

60th C.B. 

niatrlbution of 60th CB - Co. A Is t fuodlark, Co's B. 
(Com7flt to Budooks dtd Nov'43) 
1 Dec'43 report of 60th CB - 19 officers and 658 men proceeded 
2 Tov'43 1epving 7 officers p.nd 309 men pt Woodlark. 

C. D. t 

to 

_inschafen. 

~insc~~fen 

1 Jan'44 report of 60th CB - RemRinder of batt. consisting of 5 officers pnd 274 

lIlen t arrived from Woodlark. 

1 ~~'44 report of 60th CB - CHAB. Finsehafen detached the 60th CB from the 17th 

aeg. and appointed Comdr. Tate as PWO of the Naval Base. 2nd End. on subject 

r8!lort by Com7Flt sta.t es th8.t 60th CB to be ent to Brisbp..oe for recuperation some­

time before 15 Apr'44. 

1 Apr'44 report of 60th CB - oper?ting at Finschl'l.fen. Endorsed by 24th Reg. 

1st Echelon of 19th Reg. consisting of 55th pna 60th OBIs detached to NASO a 

(Comserfor7flt spd.ltr to Navy 134 Ser. 00639 of Jun '44) 

1 May'44 report of 60th 013 - operating at F1nsehafen. Endorsed by 19th Reg. 

60th CB is lo::~ted at Brisbane as of 31 ~faY'44. (Comservfor7nt 3ec. ltr A-9 

over Ser BP 001407 to Dirpaedock:s dtd 8 Jun '44) Preparin& to go to. :Elak: Is. 

1 Jun'44 report of 60th CB - Left ?inschefen 13 M-ay'4:4 for Brisbane for r i:.. 

1 Jul'44 report of 60th OB - 60th CB returned from Brisbe.ne to Finshhaven 17 Jun l 44 

The batt left Ji'inshafen 26 Jun l 44 end arrived at Blak 8 Jul' 44. 

60th 013 report for 1 Aug'44 - operating fO.t NUDE. A dptachment of 25 men "'re at 

TABLE T3}~·IS - tbis project at TAB~ TENNIS to be completed about 1 nugl~. 


1 Jul' 44 report of i&taxU 19th Reg. - 60th On departed :Sri 'b=- e for ~dvence 

Base 8 Jun'44. End. by Comserfor7flt recommends the re~~rn of the 60th to tr.@ 

U.S. for rest and rehabilitation. 100 gen~l'J\l service Seamen .er ordered. t~ i .c 
60th OB on as Jul' 44. 

http:Brisbe.ne
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§.Oth C.B. 
1 5- 60th CB ord r d d tAch tne 19th 

( st. Disp. 261003 ~C 
Oth 10 

t . 

"0. 	 o 
11- -M - I det ..c nt 04" 

C pe .. por. det chment returup.d to C 'i 
5Ct.h C3 det~ched from the 19th Bo". ~~~ 
7fl· .>ec. ltr A9-4 o'~r ~er P-0 1882 t o 
~epl44) 

- 1 :> 1'144 r8llOrt 14' 60th C'B - Dur tne­
. "r "t' "'0 'In R .!ulf 44 . -ubjp-ct 

endoraed by 19tc R~~ . 

1-29-44 - 60th OB 1s located t BLak. (OomaerT7f1t Sec. Disp. to ONO 150133 BCR 18921 dtd 
24 Hov'44) 

-1 4A -- uno r-i ~ f tr 1~~rt·t1~n t. 

"I~t to C M l~ for "'nrt r e 

A 

~i 
o - nnl=.Ol rl t li 11 l' f'. '44 ) . 

60th OB 
.2-28-44 - The ~Oth CB - 3rd Brg. is located at Ovi. l'h' ba tt is nssieneo to C • . :Bi ak and 

an 1s expected to return to the U.S. in Dec'44•. (Comserfor7flt Sec. re~ort for 
Uct l 44 dtd 20 Nov l 44). 

1-1-45 - 1 Oct'44 report ot 60th CB - located at Biak. 

1-2-45 - 60th CB detached from liaval Base Biak and ordered to proceed to U.S. (CO NB Biek 


Itr ND/Pl6-4/00 over Ser 1219 dtd 16 Dec'44 to OinO 60th CB) 

1-4-45 - When the 60th aB receives orders to r turn to the U.S. Lt. 1" vis is to ass .ne 

duties as inC of a C.B. etachrD.ent t o be knOlID as Const . :Batt. Det. NUDE. This 
detacnment to be form d from the personnel no t returning to the U. S . v!ith t he 60th 
CB. This detachnent will be dis ,~lved upon distribution of the nersonnel, sU1~lie9 
and equipment thereto. The pri r j' c1 'lty of thi s e.e t chme-nt fill be to tc;ke en r· e 
0: suppl ies, naterl~l and eq 1p. Fl~ced in i t s aQstody ~d prePare t e S&~e for 
iss l?.n.ce to CB Ie 8 .S directed by Oomserfor7fltJC m erfor7flt eo. ltr PI€-4 0 -or 
Ser. 001253 to Lt. H.P. Davis, CEO dtd 2 Dec l 44). 

1-4-45 - CB(Sp) Dat. TRIM and CBD NUDE will be as igne~ a number if to e~ist 10 . c.r tr.~ 
4: months. illunber given 'oy request from .enO. (CNO coni . 1 tr 00~0-2Cn4-rc o--~r 
(SC)Pl6-5/qR9 ov~r Doc. 146249 over Ser. 01435 30 to Com7flt e td 21 Dec l 44). 

1-5-45 - Lt. Davis detached from the 60th OB thiB date to astl'Wlle commend of OED Blak: in­
atead. of OED NUDE - 3 officers (not including the OinO) end 181 men are attached 
to this unit. (60th CB Sec. 2nd End. to Com$er~or ltr P16-4 Ser 001253 of 2 Dec'~ 
to Le. Davis dtd 15 Dec'44) 

1-12-45 	- The SOt. CB is no longer loc~t~d t BiAk.(Coms~r7fl t S~c . cisu to eND 231053 dtd 

5 Jan '45). 


l-l~- 5 - CNO ~pnroves return ~f the 60th CB to U.~. in Dec'44. (00msertor7f1t Sec re~~rt 

for Nov'44 dtd 15 Dec l 44) 




1 

to trc:tl'el th 

G th CB 

1-1'7 5 - T em rriv' ( Di cdocks c • f. dis to..j n I'A 

112102 td 1'1 Jan '4-1-). 
1-20-45 - The BOth CB depart d for tle U.S. 17 Dc l A4.(Comincuac&oo conf. ltr ~"r. 0198 vQ 

J '45). ­
1-:) - 1 Dec ' 44 report of the 60th C:9 - Ioe ted. t:Bl durillg ov'44. 
-2~ -45 - 1 J 14,5 report of t 60th CB - T d t8.chment of lor: . and 40 COD­

atl"1lCt1.Dg A.rrq Air ]'orce building t yto return d to t e ba e on 
wort!: val I cu.red on 15 Dee' fA preparatof7 to batt' 8 n\turn. to the U. S. 
18 Dec'44 elld 8' of 1 Jan'45. W 8 ,till on way toU.S. Constl'"lJ.Ction Batt 10 . D 
t ehment. Biak. as tormed consisting of 4 off. and 176 of the tt who h d 
been OT ra as less. than 12 mol •• plus 5 en in th hospital unabl 
the battal10n. All eouipment. supplies and material on hand were t 
thil detachment and ree 1pt obt~ined. The OiDC of this unit vll1 41 pas 
equipment B furth r directed by the Co serTfor7fit. 

3-5-45 -- Parks dir eted to inactivate th ROth OB u n their return from r habilitat10n 
leave. Personnel will be used to form new units and as replacements for Co e~ c. 
(Dupers oonf. Itr Pera-212~CEol to Parka dtd 1 '45). 

3-31-45 - 1 Feb'4,5 report of the 113th 013 - 75 men from the 60th 013 to be trf'd to tb~ I_3th. 
4-24-45 - 60th aB a.co1llll1a.loned 6 Apr l 45• .All men traa.ferr d to other aetin.t1e • (Muster 

roll of the crew tit! 31 Mar'46) 

5- ~5 - The 60th 013 i.nact1vl".ted on 11 Apr145~ (p rks T\'IJr 012230 : yl45 to Bupers) 


C.!. Detaeh!l'lent - !Wt 

1-26-45 - 1 Janl 4,5 report of the 60th 0:8 - Batt vas secured 011 15 Dec'44 pr parator:r to 
returning to U.S. In accordltnce with order fro 00 sertor7fitJ e detachm nt 
known. as Oonstruot n tt 110n Detachment.:8i t wa formed const tug of 4 
officers and 176 men of. the 60th C:8 who had been oversea less than lZ 1110 • P '1 

5 mAn in the hospital unable to travel with the oottallon. All I!quip!!lent. supn1iec 

and. material on hand were transferred to this det chment and receipt obtained. Thf 
OinO of thl unit will dispose of the equipment a8 further directed by- the Oomst-""v.. 
t or7flt. 

2-27-45 -- OOMeerf7flt Oon!. ltr Ser. 0320 to ONO dtd 3 Feb'45 - Construction Battallon 
Detachment NODI 1s changed t. 'Oonstruction Battalion DetacnmentA

• Mall ill b 
addressed to this unit 1n c/_ FPO Navy 3505. Due to the temTlor ry nature of th'. 
unit it is not considered feasible to haTe special n ber &Bsign-d for a .hort 
period. 

5- 1-45 - Comeerfor7flt Sec Rep of 1 Apr l 45 shows theCB DetaChment at Woendi ordered dis­

banded. 


6- 25-45 - In eccordance with Comserfor7flt instructions contained in Par. 5 of Ref (C~­
serfor7!lt seo Itr ser 001253 to Lt Davis dtd 2 Dec t 44) p~d re~ue9t mede by Hef 
b (OinO O:BD 3505 eonf ltr eer 39-45 to 00mserfor7flt dtd 11 May) 013 Detachment 
Eiak is hereby dissolved. It is directed bhat all record pnd files of 05D b 
forwarded to 0100 3rd Brg for Ci~08tion. (Oomserfor7flt eonf Itr ser 01.90 dtd 
6 June to Oine C:8 Det 13iak) 

http:atl"1lCt1.Dg


0 mAIm 

DATI OmCERS L .&JTHORTTY 

1 J~'45 4 182 R & BNP625 
1 l' b l 45 169 B:';'D 5 

9 .1mPS25 
29 625 
28 DP625 

1 .2 lmP625 &. 

O. '8. Det chment - NUDE (Not official - from ~Ot~ CD 1 ft lOt lH.Llk) ( ) 

~ 
1 Jun'44 
3) Jun'44 
1 Augl44
1 \) ......" .. ,~ 

30 Sep''" 
1 Oct '44 
1 Nov l 4_ 
1 Dec' 44­

31 Dec'44 

ON BOARD 

2YPteERS Hml 
22 
21 835 

22 845...... Cl '7 

917 
26 918 
26 903 
22 923 

728 

.AUTHORITY 

MoR 
Recap. " l 

MOB. 
"I') :t 

Reca.p 
MoR 
MoR 
MoR 
Recap. 

1 Peb'45 
1 Mar'45 
1 Apr'45 

559 
5fi3 
93 

BNP625 
]3NP625 
DP82S 

60th Construction Battalion (1 C1'lV ) 
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011 I) '("'11111,- " 1. l!) {:.!.. ;\ gorl Up or \'h'iliall ,'l'ltl'l '­
m 'n, fl'ltm "\ 'IT w; 11 0' Ii 1\" ' s, "mlll ,t! Ht ( ,tn11' 

Pt'III'Y, Witli: l nlsh\lr~, 'it·srinin. The!" nWI1 ,'uml' 

rr 'Ill ,. "~' .... ' illn "I' 111~' ""lIllt I'~' : hml PI'pr, ' l1C'h 
~la\' a:-l'!li l'ida,l: Il"ia ~I.:,. 1...l1u:;I'\''',l\:::, 
al rl ',,\\ \" ,"').; ," 'I'llIl'r! n h. \'I' t11' 11111. l' '1l1' ­

!'i nl;1 1 il"'S , 1"1'"\1 l1wi,' ;llTil III. tit .., formatjull of 

til, r 1. ( I . S, '\ ',tl ('lint> l'urt i " l1 l1i1lla!hm 111'­

llall . A primal'} trail1ill 'Ill !.Ill e, in ,1·t"lIlillll, 

I. s "llIlun,t! un(i1 1:\lIIIaI'~' :: . I! I:;' ami on Ihal 

IIHh', II(' I all:llillll wa, giv'l1 it /·,,1,,1'1' and lhe 
nlhe'I'I',' \ll'r. · fontwll,\' ~n'lI II, -i ' n':pl! ti\' ,'lIm­

'Hand' , This )1I' i l1wl'} trainillg- \\'n, 11 IlI'rind of 

illd" ·lril1.llioll dlll' i l1p: whi 'h till' "!lllut:" W,'I'l' fa­

III iIilll'il.NI \\'i th II ' \PI,\',' ,)f , I'; I f' 11 I ,mel t' '­

(,(,j\l',j inlll'lIll1lilln, till' the IJreH'111il II o( ,'ari" 'ls 

tli",'''. "ot. 
V .. II fI I\' 111 .. lilt, ::U ct, r: ur "II lilt. " ;w • Ih alII"'.! 

llainin' '!wt!IlIt, \\01" , , 111111'''1'111' llatuiiln 
'['hi, IraiuillJ( indud"d 11('/i adi iIi,. 

I ll ' 1,,\ $fII'IU'. \\'ol'k p ro'; 'I L nil lit., hu " • uti lilt 
:J ~1~J11 I' II IIf qllal i I). I nil II l or till' IIWIIY ,'pl '­

('ialL 1 M'hlJ( ,I.~ . ])lIl'illj! lhi!' (print!, ~ "','ral 111111­

dl'NI nWII W("'I! t rUII. r"!'I'l'd from ClUI' cnrnpll?lfl 'nl 

\lhi(,It. HI Ilwl ; i llll' was {'(In.-iel,/',,l n\I'I'~i1..·{1. 

It. ~1'\l'r. lin ,Iall\l; n' 'I, 1!II:l,:-:! nll'lI 11"n 111UI '­

1'1"""'" ( ,'/1111 thl Iblh Hallaliilll illln tlur:, 

\ .'II-n'm 'mill I'l'fi il ll ' ifl"1I1, in nill' Iir· ill r'amlJ 

I"';{I~ \ "1',- .. "tI ilWirlPlIl.' 11'- till' cnld ",,1111'1', 

hl'k ,.f dlltltill~ d Il'i I)! th, ":11'1, \\t' k" lh ,' 

I" ", 11. or 11 ' 1111. III' .. 1/ t ," .'lIltillV lir,' \ 'I1"t! , 
'" .o ldj,,'b\" ')(\ 'lId",1 ,nlcl ,\J'ill:, 'ap ai11 "'an'. 
ill, /1'" tiltli. Iltt' \I " k-" '1I1 lil,,'rl.\' I" Hil'!llII{IUtl, tit" 

Jill'l] II. ' para"", 111111 Lli ' "ttll,.lrkalioll Ill}' (;,,11­

I "" , 
ClIII' ,.t; \ :\ 1 ('ulIplI,.t '1 IJri , ". \\ " 11Th II 

th,'I" 1111' Iilsl dOl,\ "I' 1', ·IIl'U. J••••• Ilw IIi rhl' f "hidl 

llL,' ill-[wn",i "HaUl · "f \.';1\' k 't." tllnl. 
I la/'" nil' '/'/'lInd III' ;\lan,11 1\ II' lh. ~I't'Il' /If 

iIIati '1 '1'11111111" \\ II 'n I ,1 on Zllt 11 I I'! ,II III It 1:11', I .l 

.~ i nS!I' lmin til :turt ;, lIin ria _ "(11' 

JUIl" I,: \. '. FolI"win lhi: It'HI " th" ]:, Unh/)n 

lin" il,...nin h, III·tit U th' Ihrt ' tl': in'- "l!' 11\ , " . . 

(; ul r(llJl't I) gil \11 Hn '11"111 '. (ttliffll'lIia , l'hi' rip 

t. I).: U'" h,'nll 11 lh \'I'JI .\01 1'1 l:;U I ,OIlUI\ e.l 

i no. 'Ihhllll$!h it \\11, ! 1I'g\,t!I' "hu, It-/III, 11" 

,11m . (p., '\ '" zlITi "tl ill 1111\'1 ('J1 • 

at lIight during a dl'izzlt, anti '-I> III \' '/'; I h(,u!'" 

JlUlIlil1~ OUl' seal.· J!" ; II J go,tting " l ill til' 'IU 1'­

t r, . 
OUI' In.\ ill HUI!II 11lt', ('. iill,111i., \.; fill.;;" 

with ,!\'ti"iti ,: ill Ill' 'I': J'i lion for III 

lion rill' o\' 'l':f': \"t. rldll 'fl r j!'ularly, 

'hetked qllip­

(il'l , .. nl [ 

Wi ttl [:tk., II. mil' ""'a ill I II Ikllll 'n ~nmbal 

urp:l . . 

alii... 
walk tIll' ,,1.11 \, (III I ril :!Ii, ufl r : 

I ' 

.. 
8 
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apllI'oximatel,\' 11 dn,n; hefore making: til(' IInal 

I g or our \'oyage, \rhile in the ;\l'\\' Hebride,~, 

Commander StlIddl'rt annolln("l'd lhal our destina­

tion wCl~ Cuadakanal. \\'e al'ri\"('d in Sealark 

Channel, oil' ClladalcHna\. Solol11on ["Ianel:::, Oil 

May}:>, l!1J::' 

"Guadakallal ofl' the port how ~" That wa~ thl' 

call that \\'ail heard on the morning of :Jlar, 

!!II::, The tremors ami tlll'ills tha! passed 

t.hmug-h the IHen wcre hl'yonn d('s("I'iption, Jt 

\\"a~ lhe first tinw O\'CrSI,'C\S foJ' most, and for all 

it was lheir lil'st taste of war in unknown tl'lTi­

tm'il's , 
W(' dropped am'hcl\" at l:iIlO and 1,,\' 1:):;0 till' 

('amp COllst ]'U('t.jllll nll'lI \\ ('nt ashore to lm'atl' and 

lar (lilt hnJ ('<I1ll1' " ites, Thl' lirs! at. '['C'llel'lI HiH'!' 

aile! till' ~I'('''lId at K"Ji Point. Thl'Sl' t\\'o camps 
\rere appl'liximah,I,\' I~ I1lill's apart. Thp lwxt 

Illornin;,!', II\(' \'(':;L of IIII' I:Httalilln \rellt ashnl'l' , 
l'allll-studclni ('Clast Jillt's and, fllrtlll'I' inland, 
:.!Tfl\'f'S or palms stoOlI at attentioll in dosl' o],c\PI', 

While llnloadill)! lTews strll!;t 'Icrl lo ;!et all our 

supplies and equipment a;:hore, till' ('1'C\\"" Ilshnl'l' 

thrl'\\' up pllP t ents as tl'mpnrary 'Illarters until 
tIl(> l:<lIlIJ):; nHild be bnill. The fil':;t considera­

tion ,,; were gin'n tn the l:OIl:;tl'llction of f()xhoh~,: 

an(\. within a matter of hours, pits, !lOt-hole:,;, 

,.;Iit trenches, ditch!'!', and C:O\'t'\'(~ (l l:H\'crn" w e l'l' 

l'l·ad,\'. During this earl~' pl'l'inrl of l:illll]l t'n~c­

lion. the men at Telll' I'll \\' rt,l fUl'llished dlOW al 

til(;' lIith. Sl'abees' ('alllp and tho,.:e at Koli h,\- the 

11th Seabel's ('am!), Thl' Tenenl ('am\>, across 

Alligator Cn'ek (Ill isnamed the lin I~ in~r) fl'ont 

Fighter Strip Xn, 1 anel Il's:; than a milt' from 

the fanll'd H enderson Field, wa,: tlw lil'»t to he 

!'Ieal'ed and t flJllpl etcl~' l'l'eeled, \\'hill' the T(' lI el'U 

Camp had he 'n l'ol1lpara L in!l~ 12<1",\' til l'iP:lI', he ill /o!' 

ill a ('ol'olln t l,!TU\'(' , tire Koli lim p had tn hc 
harked Ol\l of tile' j ungl( f h' I\'~' tl'opical ul\(l (' l' ­

IJI'\Ish anel hardwood tl' es, 
Allholl~h then' had ill ' ' 11 I'l'\' c l'al ail' raid all'rts 

dllring' tIll' Iir:,,1 fl'W da~'s fill (;Ila(iakallal. tl1l' 

I>I,t 5 abec . Ton~ru Camp, Gu.d.lcanaJ, B,S,I., OS ...n from the main road I..din\! tow ard, 

Fight., No, I Airf ield 
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Entr.noe to the 61" Comp, Koli 

Ii lsll'r~ sa\\" tiwil' first ,Iapanpsl' pllllIe~ shol (10\\"11 
!luring- tlw lIig-hi or :\Ja,\' 1 !l, Two Jap hOIl1I)('rs 
W I! I'C pidH'1I up by l'larilll' s(>al'<:hlig-ht~ and lhcn 
shot dm\"ll h~' "n ig'h 1. fij!'h tl'rs ." Tlwi I' flown rail 
sl'l'l11(>d ~,\'Inholil' or 0111' faith in till' l"i$!ht. Thl'Y 
wen' il11p!l'l1H'nts of lhl' Wsing' SUI1 IJut, as I!',~' .\' 
I'dl. thl'~' 1Jl'('allw Ilalllin$! c:rOf,ses. an emblem M' 
OUI' fait h. 

On :\[a.\' :! Illl till' lilst nll'll al Tl'I1<'\'1I ('amp 
a le Ilwit' firsl nll'al ill Ull'i I' 0\\'1\ dlO\\' hall. '1'1)(' 
IH'Xt da.\.' pro.il'l'l \\'111'1.: hl'g-:m in (!'U'l1l'."t a .,; sl11'n',\' 
pHl'ti,'s \\"('1'1' 1'(,111 out lo mal'l' a lopog'I'aph of 
Ilclldl'rsoll FiC'lrl, and Conllll ; lIHIc'I ' SllHlcl(!rt ('011­

1'('IT, 'd with ,'Iarinl' :\\·i .. tion Eng inee rs ("O/1('CI"II­
ill)!" tlll' ('Oll~ll'lIl"l ion 0 I' a hOI11 he l' fiel d a l Koli 
I'oillt. I ' pon lhis sapJ(' da.\' (jlsl hl')!."an using­

I'I'",;!, \\'a\,'r I"rol1l Ih('ir OWIl \\"dl~, Our \\'all'l' 
wl'ils sUIII, at our 1.\\"(1 ('alllps w('I 'e 11ll' first c1l'­
\'cllllwd nil (;lIacl:d(';tnaJ. All oth('r \\· .. 1"1' on IIH' 
island , u~l'd 11,\' olltl'l' units, had be('n r1rawll 1'1'0111 

l1('arll,\' rin'I's inrl'stpcl \\"ith fllllgu~ gl'o\\'th,.:, 
I:y th(' middle of .JillH'. til(' Hlsl Ballalion. 1"1'(1111 

tlw slanclpoint III' sanitatioll. IOl'alion. and l1I;ln­

Hsn·I1H'nt. had the b('st camps (ill Ill(' i.,I'llld. ,-\1­
t hlnlgll, 11l'1I\T l"H ins plal!ll l'cl most oj" th e. ('l"('\\ ' S, 

Poi .. t, Gu. d.k . n.I, B.S .!' 

l' '(" ll'd-bl'e<lkiul! [lI'l)g' r ' '': '' WiI, maintained ou a ll 
.iob..;, Duriu:,! t he ;;am p )I 'rind . thl' I.;atlaliflu had 
it~ first 11<1,\- da~' ~inrc tl1I', ' I ,n till' ~tat 'S , 

Althollg-h l'onliuuouf; min:; mad lran·1 i ll1 ))r<ll'­
Ural. Plan.\" ur the mcn spcnl j h j l' :pa rl' I inw 
Ilwkill .!! :;ight-1-;e' illg trips into Ih!' in te,.i41 r ..11111 
lip and clO\\'1l !lit' C <lsts, Ther l'xplo l"t:! d nati,,(' 
\'illag"cs <lnd 1( ':11"11 ('(1 startlillg ra c·b a bout tht, 
Solomon 1"landl' I';;. or whol11 Lh"I"I ' <11" I :::; than 
IOn.nOo in !lll' whole i,.:land dlaill , Thl' \'() 'a lilln 
or tlies(.' uali\' :;('('111: 1.11 ill' ag"l'i('lllluI"I' anrl Llw 
('ouslnu'lioll or b a t (Tafl. TIH' l' h i ~ r , 'x po r l_' 
wcn' i\·lIt".\' nll ls and copr a , l.ik!" m ost n a l h' 

/luplIlal iO/b tha l an' to be f"llIIrI th/'l lUl.!"hout h 
Pm'ilit-, II'l' ahsCIH"" "I' llIl'at , nth!'r tha n n.-h , 
didn't SP('1l1 til (,lIdal1 .\!l· 1' III'il' phys il'a l P O\\"l' \ 'S . 

'I'llI' alnlllrlall('(' or frui t, alollg" with Ih' I.: u lth·a­
tioll "I' ';\\'(,d polaloe . ..;. c'OI·n. al1e1 CI(\I l' I' n'l!l'tal ,h· ... 
ill""rt·c! Ih('111 o f ,I wdl- ll1r1anCl.·d did . T Ill' fllIC 
e XCl'plioll 10 thi~, was thl' hab it (I I" cll \\' ill~ (: ...'1 'I 
nul. thal rau1-;f'cl Ih" (·\'id ' nl rapid dl'(·u.\· II I' t hpir 
t 'etll, l'p to t1w /l/"'s(' 111 j!pl1l'ratioll. 1111' :\I l'la­
Il esian~ W('I'(, head hUl1ters , HCI\\'I'H ! t" , this \\'a: 

intc r-tri":rJ al/(I th c ncemdon \\'n." 1';lI 'C \ \ '1 1'lit "rr 
Ill(' heael "r a whilc man \\"a" acql1il ' d, l ·~ ualI,\' 
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olle trihe inhabitprl a complcte island, and in 
order to g-et the heads of other tribes, the,\' had 
tn make ill"<lsions IJY sea, Thus, the Solomon 
IslHlIdel's lHlturully hecmne excellent hoat build­
ers mI(l "'ere uble to (:O,'CI' inerediblc distances in 
the~e small traIl,.;, Man~' of the 6Isl Sl'alJrcs 
visited "<niDus nalin.> \'illal!es to vir.\\' their houses 
alld bnats, both 0[' which \\'ere gaudily dccOI'ateci 
wilh tribal dCii illn" and were extraorrlinarib' 
",t \lrd,\' , :.ron' than ouc (ilst Sea bel' wen' amazed 
aL llll' r'ad that lhl'se nati\'(~s were so rricndl~' 

and Christianized, IIo\\'e\'(~r. the erlu('ation of 
thc~c people \\'a~ still in prinlllr," stagc, although 
a j'(,\\" could rearl l'xlleltly from the Bible, 

Tcneru River, ,ito of gravel pit, Guad.lcanal 

\I 

The ()]:;l mell hargained frequentl ,\' \ritl! tlie 
~Iela11e"ian natin'S, whom th('~' found to I; e n~­

:;erved a nel prim iti"e, _lost nal i\"e men usuall~' 

had 011(' wife, who was more or Ie an addition to 
him, a necessary part of his social life, 111 man." 
inshlllcl's the wir(~ was houg-hl with SII l1lan~' 

pigs or other usable IH'operl,\', She \\'a~ th be. ,t 
of hunh'n anfl did all the work of t h , hnU,-l'hold, 
An example of this was he, t illu,.:t nll 'd iu tmn · 1. 
Th(' wi fe carried all loads on her hud, , ,'ecuJ"ed 
h~' a Ill'ad sll'ap, En'lI thuugh her t il' d I 11,' 
would tn'mllie \llldcr Ihl' ,.;lmill, "Ill' plodd'lI on 
whilt' her hllsband wall,pd alQIIg'sid ' \':i lhuut a 
thought of as;;istillg' her, Althoug h mlt n i;l 'c 

\\,Hi' siH'1'l'd, 110 sCllti m('u t 
\\'H:< l'\'el' cxhibit d be­
t weell hll:<ba nd anri wift.!, 
Sea bee:; di"eovvr( d l h;l.l 
mo!<t nati"l's mal'J:ied 
whell rOUIIA', Sing l" S!irl,: 
wore tIll' onl ' I ii i r or IiiI' 
tl'ihl', ~IalTi Ii \\"(Jnl II , 

like all IIICII, had cropp d 
hail', All lIllli \'(.' CI)"­

tumes, male or 1"t'tl1alc, 
l'on:;ist ,1\ sold~' of a "(; " 
::;trillA', ('onll'<lr,\' tn th il' 
appl'ClI'an ' i'l L' Al th , a ll 
ual i,' ' bathed da ily, .-\ t 
nigll t th 'r till' 'W eli l'l 
0\'1'1' their bod i , tn ward 
olr in:e<"l:i, 

To thl' di ~l'1 a,\' of 111 11 '1 

::it.!aiJe ':" 1.111'';1.' lIat.in',.; 
pl'lJ\'(,d tu h mol'l' "h I' wei 
ill the ir I lal'gu illill~ thall 
t1H'~' th!' Ill,:f' ln>.-", Df',' IJite 
t hi,;, a lIIultitude of 
Yall kl 't.! gadguts and foo I 
\\'ere cXt:hallg-cd fOl' na­
tin' war ('hil i . Illiniatlll'l' 
hoats and gtat III'S, OI'IJa-

1l1l'lItcd woodell l.:1)1I11 1.~, 

i\'or,\' nul rin~'"S , HIli I 
l1Iolher of peu ..1. " ' \'l'ral 
Senhe ': \\"i ll1u:-!.ti~d lI at i\' , 
,.;OIlA' Fe Is and danl.: 'S 

and ('\"I'll rdig'iou~ , '\'\'­
iees I' ad l lY a lIati,'", 
from til!' ilJ ll" J 11 t hi" 
{'011l1(' 'lioll, 'h i ,r :\ It­
DOll A: la"s p J'('; ll'hl' r1 a "1' 1'­

111011 tll tlll'l1I on on' nc­
easioll and ill I'd Irll a 
nati,· , gU, oL' a ,'l'l'nlOIl () 

the Ii I. t nll'lI iu pid,.,d n 
ElIg'lish, 



Allig.tor Cred, m;,n.med the lIu River, ., ,.on from the 61.t Tcncru C.mp 

:\PlIlll,l{ thl' Jloillt~ of' intl'n'~L \"i~iil'd b~' th(' 

~i~.rhl-~(,I'inj.!, Sl'ahl'l!~ Wl'I'C till' hattle ~ij!ht,.: of 

Blood,\' Kllnll. i\fatanal,all ]:i\'cJ', KokllmhoJla, and 

10\\'1'1' II 1'11111'1''':011 Field , KO]HII1IhIJna Ill'ach WIIS 

liUprl'd with smashed Jap barges anrl ileal'llI'll 

,lapall!'sl! fl'l'ig'htl'I'~ , :\fany of the men Sah'i\gl'd 

parts alld sOll\'t'nil''; from thl'~l' hulk,;, :\Iatana­

I,all l:i\'er, si,.rht or onl' of' tIll' hl()uc1ie~t lIattk's 

1111 (:lIadakanal, wa,; liitl~l'l'c\ with dis('a1'dl'f1 .Tap 

equipllll'nt alld its hanks ,;t1'I'\\'11 with ]Jl'rsonal 

Ill'lnn:,dnj!~ ami hones or .Tapane';l~ dead, moody 
Knllil. lih~ till' Ko\mlllholla al'l'a, wa,; a\,;o littl'!'l'11 

with ,TapaIH~';(, l'f\uipmellt, Howl'\'t'!', tile tl'el'S 

atop nloody Knoll. that weren't hlo\\'11 dO\nl. wcn' 

all Il\llh,t-sralTl'd and I'ihbed fl'lIl11 al,tilll'l'~' lirt' , 

TIll' lilst S('al pc~ I'olll'<"ll'c\ I1wny Sl.IUH!l1il's from 

hl'sl' an'as hili al\\'a~'s l'xl.'I'I'isl'd l'xll'I'nll' l'aution 

(ltll' 10 1I1l' pos: ihiliti('s of ulldisl'''n~rl'Illand min!'s 

alld jlllnll,\' trapt;" 

On!' flf !III' cOllstallt SOUI'('I'S of al1la"-I'ml'nt. 

!"('l'llil' IIl'aIII ,\', all" irri1ation W('l'P till' nllli1l'rou~ 

streams and ri\"cr~ that 111I\\'l'd 110\\'11 fl'OIll l'lolld­

('loaliN\ mountain!", of l!1'l'at Ill'ights, al'l'Os~ till' 
/lat. I11IHlcl,\' Jllain~ ami fOl'pst lallds of till! Ilol'th­

l'l'n I.'om; ( of (:lIadakallal. Frl'qlll.'nl I\('a\',\' rain,; 

in till' mountains l'llll~(,t1 rl1l' l'in>r~ tn nn~1'lIow 

t11l'i" hallk:-: Oil 11111111'I'OIlS ol't'asillllS and \\'ash Ollt 

hl'icJ,.res, Thill';, Seabl!· \\'l'n' I'ol'l"l'd to rebuild 

many or thc bridges lo mailltain l'OIl1mUllil'atilln:< 

Oil the i~lalld, Xn matt!'l' h()\\' ('onl, l'1t'all, alld 

in\'it illg 1I\('s(' ~tI'call1~ a I'Jll'an'd. hathillg' and 

~\\'il11minl! wen' not Jlral"lical. All 1'1' h watel' 

:-:tl'('am,; l'llntainl'd fUIlj.!lIS j.!I'o\\'ths, Icedle;;, and 

('I'ol'odilt,~, :\Io"t "I' till' IlathinA' alld l; \\'iml11ing' 

\\'as rione Oil till ' ~I'a('oa~t. SI'\'l'l'al iii lei'S con­

:-:tl'ul'l cl boats ill ",'hidl they li~llI't1 and tl'll\"(.!l ed 

Ill' al\(I do\\'n tl1l' ('f)a~l. All thl' hNII'h:; of 

(;lI;tdakanal \\'l'!'I' Ill' hlad, \'oll'auil' sund, 

TI1l' n1l1lllllain l'ang'I'S of (:lIad,Jll'allal WCl'c \ 'j 'j ­

1,.11' frol11 h"th nllllps , the ]}caks of \\'hidl \\'('1'(' 

Itilld,'n II,\' Ill\\' hall!,!,'ill~r tl'o)lil'al min l"luwk Vel'~' 

flo\\' Ii I!"t :-;,'alll'I'. ' \\'('1' .. ahlt' til I'l!nel ral.. illt() L111' 
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hea rt of the l'ill1~e, Kille of the peuks wen~ O\'er 

7,000 f('d high, the hig-hest heing 1ft. Popomallsui 

1)1' 1',000 reet, wit.h Jll, Yellow Sl"ill' being dose 

sctO!ld H1: 7.i),)~ feet. :\c\\" Zealand's ron'es. 

j'nmped along- <1 t rail in the IH'<lI't or those moulI­

tain:;, infol'med us that it rained C\'CI'Y day of 

the .\"I'm' in the::;e mountain;;, and in nH\ll~' of these 

area::;. the .iuIIg'le lhid\(Jt was impenetrable, 

As the air raids eOlltinued regularly. lhe J:at­

hllioll hecame inured to this pal"tieulal' dangcl'. 

Hm\"('\"l'r, ~his l"omplal"elJl"~' was shattered on .JunL' 

IIi. ] !l.t:l. at VHi), at whith time the .Japllll(:'se ail' 

fOI'l"e madt' tllP laq!t'.sl HiI' l"fIi(] of the war Oil 

(;\li1.Chdc'anal. 01H.' hUlldl'ed lIlId t wel1t.~·-fi\"e .Jap 

ail'plancs stl'ul"k at t111~ An1l'l'i('HII ail'fll'lds, ship­

ping'. and clumps of the islan(l. First figures. 

issllt'd II~' tlw illtcllig-ell<'e, indicated that 7·' Jll!1<1­

Ilcse plall('s harl \'1'('11 "hoi' down cilll"il1J,(" Ull:' attack, 

Tlds fil!lll'e, at later date, WitS I'c\' ised upwards 

tI) I 1:: pi alIl'S . OUl" loss('s 11 r six pi;1l1l's, 0l1l~ L!:)T, 

and t \n) baq:res was considt'l"I.'c1 IIC"gligihIL'. 

Throu~hout this attack, the men of our Dattalinn 

were secured in lheil.' foxholes. .-\Ilhollj!h HOlle of 

OUl' 111('11 were injuI'ed h~' ,Jllpane;;e ndiol1, SO\ ' .r a l 
foxhole til:wallif.'s WPl"e ol"t"asiolll'd, one or which 

\\' f!:'; best illustrated b~' nUl' <:omlllllildillj! nllitel'. 

It took GommHlldel' !:ltudflE:'I'l a whole wel'i, to 

lo:'\c that "shiner," JIul"e COllll1lOll casualties 

amollg' the mon, WOl'e acquired by sueh ,u:liullS 

as head-on ('ollisiol1s at elllralll't's of roxholes, 

Ilnd lmcJ,: meets o\"er roug'h grollnd. Followilllr 

this raid. dlll'ing whil'h two 1". S. n~ssels sustained 

damagc> to their :,;idl' 1)IHh',;, lil st weldinj! units 

and Olwratol'S rCjlHirt'd ship dumag in I'Pf'ol'd 

limc. 

Oil ,JunL' :10, news was fias h d that ~larilH' 

Haiden; landL'd on ~e\\' (;eul'g-ia hlalld and , il" 

if in CJlI1lIlll'IllOl'atioll of the ('n'nt. till' reclil.lll 

and o)ll'ration of all milllillisll'lltioll building: or 

till' Ii I st. was l'OI11 ]lIded, 

Japane,e ,hip beached durin9 Guadalcanal Campai9n 
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LUNGA ESTATE 
( 1;) <1 ",1 _ ~OIOlllfl" 1!';1<H1d~, 
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III 

lunq. EdatQ plan of coconut pl.ntinqs on the north co.,t of GUdd"lcan,,1 

On .Tlllr 10, CI'OI'l!I' )Iilll'r HUllte)', ~J(', of 1:u1.­

za rrls I :a.\', .\fas1\ach usetls, diNI C1 [' malm'ia, He 

\\,as th(' first (i I st Illall to los(' his Ii 1'(', H(' was 

""l'i('rI, with full hOllOI'S, in th e (;uaclall'anal 

('l'l]ll'\<-r,\' , A liring- squad, tomj.lo;;ed or his 

fril'l1ds, lin'd thn'(' \ 'olle,n; m '('I' his $[1':1\'(', 011 

,J 1I1~' :!II, :1 ,JapaJH~"e aHad, Oil lIelldersoll Fidd 

damagpc\ iW\'(')'ul Qllllllsd huts buill vr the li1,,\. 

;\ltllOlI;dl ,Japalll'X( ' ail' aUaeks ('((lItilllll,d, t1w 

xi:!.(, "I' t11l~Sl' attal'i,:-; ciimillixhecl. 

'I'hroug'hout 0111' tour oj' IIl1tr Oil (;IIHClal('aIlHI. 

work proj('('t" w('I 'e <l(TllmplixhecJ ill )'('tonl tilllt', 

110\\'( ' \'('1 ' , all .. lrol'ls wer(' lIIadl' to 1':1:'1' the hanl­

ships or on'),Xl'ax Ii r(" Tent dt'd,s \\'(!\'(! inslalll'cJ 

ill li\'illg' qllal 'tl'l'X, xhowl')'s \\'l')'(' built. )'l'('),l';I­

tiolla! [';ll' ilitil's ~il\('1t as a lihral'.", a 1ll00'ie an'a, 

and it "pur(x fit"ld was builL Tltl' J1J l'll suon "e_ 

('alllt' ;11'l11'1l( 1Il00' i( '-gol'r:-;, At tinws., air raiclx 

ror('('d xoll1l.' pidlll'l'S to xudl all I'xll'nt tlt;lt , ill 

,~ (I"l l' en ,,!'s, it ("ok thn'l' ni;.!hlx tu SI!I' a ('olllpldl' 

siJlglt pidlll 'l! , \rhclI alll'mlillg' tlwxe shm\'x amI 

an air raid warllillg' was sUlIlleIpd, till' 1111'11 lIx\lall~' 

had miullt"x ill which to :;('I'k CII\'l~r , ~en'rtl1L'­

lI'xs, sllI'prisl' at!;ll'ks l'~llJ~rht thl'lll ilal-:;('ated, TIll! 

hanllll-Xelll'lll1l ( ' Oil fllXioll that usuall,\' Ot('ul'rl'd, 

thoul!h SOIlH.'tillll'$ paillful, \\' r hil a ri ous a frair s 
of o\'('rlalld )';(('('1\ al\(I 8('I!IICS of lig-htll ing (' XC.W R­

ti,))):; , 

:'Irou(hl~' nnJl'nilll!, Dcecmiler ~Il, 1!I,V1, a phrsi­

eal IllUstl'l' of thl' elltin' c r ew was ('ail ed at (): Iii, 
and 1I1l~ Battalioll WH": as cmbled a t the thcat r to 
heal' Coml1lalldcl' \y, \\', Studdert read his ol'<l('1's 
I'di('\' illl! him or duty with tl\(' (lIst Battalioll anel 

aSSU11lill~ the duty of' ofliccl'-ill-charge or the J. th 
[ ISNC lleg'in1t'lI\. Fol\o\\'inA' this, Lt. Ha mId 

l\oopmall I'l'ad hi" orders to tn\';(' on.'r the c1ut~' 

III' ollit(·r-in-ellar;.{c of the ()bt. 

On f)ct('mh('r ~ I. a gTOllIJ or Scab es made a 
tred;: illiallcl to ohtnin an Austnllian Pine for u:;e 

as a Chl'istmas ll'Cl' to be p\;WI'rl ill fl 'out or l h 
Ballalion (,hape\. The arll'rnnoll of the 'mne da~' 

paillters, Col 1'IlC'ntel'X, plUllllJl'I''':, and ledl'idalls 

pu t l\wir heads tog-clh"l' lin till' pl'Ohlcm of cI IJ­

rat iuns, ()mamcnls cllnxistt'd ot' inll',\' 1I11(S , mcd i­

tine lJottlcs , bee r !Jottk's , LInd pilll' ('011 s dipped 

ill paint or dilrl'n'nt ('olol's, Tinlt'd lisrht hull", 

\\'l'I'I' plan·d stratcg-icall~' ill tIl!' tl'ce lhat Wit :; 

plul'ccl in a special gtand built II)' the c'lI'pcnters, 

Christmas Da,\', l!I,j::, was our lirst, O\'l!r:-- 11 :.; 

and ';c('lInd in till' ser\'i('c, OUI' thoug-llts wcn' 
or hOIl\(' l1a(urall)', bUl OUI' spirits \\' ' )'(, h ig h , 
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('1111\"(·11 ,"t'n' il"es \\"l-re held for all nWll Hlld a 
~p~·cial Chrislllla:< dillllt-r or tlll'!\cr and all the 

tl'immi l1)!s \ra,: tlit- ordl-I' of the day, The ("0111­

plCIll ' lIt of till' I!attalioll at t.he time was Hn~ men, 

TIll' lattt'r Ilwl1ths or InJ:! S:l\\' the creation or 
lht' I!altalioll'" fir,:t puh1ie(ltioll, This was the 

Battalioll lleW"\lil\)(')". the fir"t issue of whidl ap­

Jll:il rt'cl Oil the l:Hh of )\(l\"( ~ mbel". Commancler 
~luddl'lt rdt that tilt' .spet·d with whieh the IIwn 

l'ol1lpldl'd pro.i(·ds slwulrl he Iloted, Therefol't' 

till.' lillI' or TI,,' lI'(jI1.-(·I .~ Ira 110/) was tIll' Ill'\\' 

Illa,:thl'ad, Thi" \lap~r ('ontainl'd "torit'S and draw­

illg., pI' thill;.!'" l'urrl'nt in Ih(' lin's of tIll! ()lst 

~('ah l'; , 

Oil ,J;uHlal',\" l:i. I!J I I. ('oll"idcrahk' ("mUll-ft> \\'a" 

dOlI(' (II 0111' pOlltoon ~"arcl alld floating" doe I.:" fl,\' 

rOll;.dl "l~as alld a "tnI'm, l"pon tIll' ,..:ame dll,\" a 
('Ol'Ollllt pall1l tn'!' ft'll IIpon OliO of thc tents 011 

~ixlh Strt'L'( ill nlll' ('amp, Bllt. to tnp all thi~\ til<' 

entin' llatlalioll was g'in'l1 typhoid and Tetanus 

hoostl'r :-;hn\:-;, Ilmn'n'I". the pain of this was 

Bullet-riddled p41m tree. on 

eased \),1" a posted bulletin that not ilied all pcr­

sOllllel of the filst to exped a tl'ip to Auckland. 

Xc\\" Zecll<lIl(1. 

On .THnnary H), considerable !;'xe itemenl was 

eallsed ill OUl ' ("amp by th!' al)lwa)'alll'l~ of an 

Amel'ic:an lIurse nttelldillg' our movies. She was 

lhe first whill' \\'oman the Scahees had seen nn 

C; uada kana!. 
Floods w/lsht-'d out sen'nll III'id!!es o \T1I , the 

:\[ etnpona, t hl' :\I'alimbu, HI HI the :\1 llntanakHU 

I'i\'(~l's, thus t,dlll! up hoth men <111(1 hea\"~" eqllip­

nwnt. grid:.!'e c:I'I'W" worked 11 i:.rh t anel da~' to 
)'cstOI'I' hig-h\\'ar ('ommUnitlltinn:;, 

011 .JUIlt' :)0. COIl1I1I1I1Hlt'l' Ul'Hdford :\1'. J:o\\'l\el' 

anin'd from the l-llited Shill'S or Anwl'il'<I lfl 

<I:<"Ullte c:oJ1lll1and of the ()1"t. He- \\"<1" till' former 

eo1\1II Hlllc!el' of' tht' l:!lth lOllstl'lIttioll DattCllioll 

at (:ulfport. :\iississippi, Shol't1~- tIJereafkr .1 
battalion in~lwc:ti()1I \\"as hdd, followed b,\' d o c 

ordel' ell'ill Hlld hHg iIlS[)('dioll, 

On Fphl'llar,\- :i. Yitt' Admiml Den :'.lol' p el, 

tho Kukum bailIe ,ite, Guad.lc.nel 
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lunga Lagoon, nOdr 

ChicI' of thl' ~('ahees; Ileal' Admiral Colter allrl 

('oll1l11odol'l' qu ig:le,. \'isitcd our UaUalioll, A 

banquet was 1H'ld 1'01' lI11'Ill, afL I' whil'h tillle 

plans \\'en~ dis('u"seJl for f'uluJ'l' mon'nH'1l1 of till' 

Ii I sL A fe'\\' da~' s Jall'l' ('0I1111Hlllrl('1' llowk('l' ad­

dl'l'SS(,C! all ('I'Os t'olll'('l'lIing- plans for OUI' I'oming­

t I'ip to ;\I'\\' Z(';dallcl, 'I'll i" spl'l,('h was supple'­

m 'nt('(1 011 FeiJru<lI',\' I I by I.it'ut. :'Ifa,\'llilrd, fir thl' 

i'\l'\\' Zl'alalld fOITe", who addn'ssl'd the hatlalioll 

at 0111' ilH'atl'l ', /II' g-m't' a histol)' of his l'IHlllIl'Y 

;tlld aIlS\\'l'I'l'd all questions, pu\' to hilll by thl' 

llIell, ('(JIlI'I'I'lling- ('ust01l1S, alllllsements, and phI!" 's 

to g-o alld thing-s to do, 

Pl'iol' to goillg' to i'\1~\\' ZI'alalld, thl' ml'll in­

!Illig-I,d ill pig- hUlltillg-, 'I'll!' results or thcs!' hunt" 

aff'ol'(lcd Illilll,\' pl('a:;ant lJ:ll'iJ('I'U('S, )'olln).!; pig" 

\\'pre b lltl'hl'l'!'(1, s{'al!ll'd, alld S('I';I(ll'd alld hllll)! in 

thl' ~H lh-,\' I'd)'i~'('l'atlll', I:al'l'I'!'lIl.'d Iiams, slin'd 

rrOlll lilt' ( ' xialll11 l!d ('aITaS"!!S, 1'1'11111 the."I' l'oldl'l' 

I'q.d'JllS, \\'1.'1'1' thc SOUITl' or lIlall,\' af'tl!I'-hulll' 

NOB, Guadalcan,,1 

1'l'ast", Al11ong- othe'r aftcl'-hou)' adh'iti P WCI'C 

the l11l'l,tinv:s of ,;ueh duiJs l\l1owll <I" the Pizzie 

Winhllll», the COIl-Fccl-Fol'-S(JIl-l'ac's, anel thc 

"I!IO" ('Iub, :\I!'mIJl'I'"hip in th e pat'tit:lliar Ill'­

g-allizaliolls asslll'l'd extl'a-t'ul'ril:u lal' hull " :<, inns 

and oCl'llsiollal snorts, 

On(' of th~' n1O"\ t'Ol\l I\lllll , hll( (~ \'el' amu;;ing, 

sight:.: that ()( '('uIT"d P\'I'I'Y (,\'Plling' ou (;l1adaka­

lIal was the lllofl('s of tl'allsporta( ion IIsed tn g-o 

to a Illo\'il', It \\'a::; \1ot ullusual to .' • l\n'uty 

ai>oanl !lnl' ,it'cll, t1w IIl'in!I' of whit'h always 

th()u~ltt he was ou thl.' lll<iianapoli,; h'ack. :\lu­

llipl1latiu)! ('UI,\,('S at hi)!h S f) cd: alway: ['oJ" d 

to a halt S()\'l'I'al hundrl'd ranis hl!,\'OIld, while till' 

disl1101111tpri pi(,kl',1 tht'ms"h'C',; up olr the "!lad and 

1'1 '111' II1l1tl'rI, 

lu ('i\'iliau lifl', an assol'tment fir IWl: I1s11a ll,\· 

('Illlsist .. d of dOllll's til' anilll lll..: , Sueh h<"illv; lit· 
('a se, t hI' ()1 st. ~('a bL'!'S hl'olll!h t tI ilia;\: t I \'e l'­

s (\S f\'l.llll tlH' :::ltat ('S, Oil\" lJ ili('ial lila T Ot. w a:\ 
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1I111111'f1 )[1', ('onfm:ecl TIp!', ;1 Boston Dull Terrier, 

',-\ Californian h,\" birth, )11', COlIl'used Bel' was 

n·II'(\scd b,\" the \\'olllens ,'oluntar,\" : e l'\'ice, at 

Santa Barbara, and sent to IItH~ n(~me to be in­

dUC:tl'd into thl' (iht SpaiJl'eg, l'pon hi" <1 l'1'i \'al 

tlll'n', the doctors put him thl'oug'h 11 tough ph~' ::;i­

('al al1d g:an~ him shots 1'01' rabies, Ill' was S\\'O!'1l 

in h~' Cllnllll;!ndl'l' Stucldcrt and thl'1I ,<l'llt to the 

l'lothcl:i i,,;<u(' room whel'l~ the ,-;hip's t.ailol' ga\'(o 

him a bllll' jal'ket \\'ith thl' lilst ill"ig'lIia Iln it. 

l'lIlike his mut.cs in the (il st, \\'ho left. theil' lon' 

life bl'hillfl, )11'. Clillfusc(lUee put on the do~ with 

a ship hoard l 'onHUH:e ancl, b~' the time l;uadal­

rallal \\',IS I'l'a<:ilL'd. he was the proud fathel' of 

cig'ht sl:.·a-I,!'Oill~ pups, While 011 l:uadakallal he 

\\'as wounded in action a~aillst a ~,~-iIH'h lizard 

amI, ill time I'('l ' l'i\'l~d all adnllJ('I' ill ratillg, JIm,'· 

1'\'('1'., he was L1'ol,(>11 to an apPl'l'ntil'l' "camall 

when raug:ht in all illitit lo\'l~ alhlir with a 'po:";­

slim. )11', ('onl'lIsl'd 1;",(' was all inteJ,fral part 1.If.' 

J.panesc .hip bCdchcd during 

till' c\-erydar )ife of till'! (i1~ters_ It \\'<\;; a a d 

cla~' fOl ' all when he was PI'OnOllllted missing in 

action, Sinn,' that time we ha\'l' hac! no ofl'i('ial 

maSl'ot in the llaHaIion. Althoug'h a collect i.on 0 r 

pi'll", sti ch a,. pmTob<, ('()('katoo:s, pigs, lizards, and 

stra,\' dog'S, gnll'cd the \',Il'iOll" ('annl'; tun's of 

"enlisted men's ('Olllltl'~·." 

Speaking oJ' animal life, 0111' g r eat st prohlem 

and nlli,;alln! were rats, SOI1H~ of whom j~T \I' to 

tl'l'll1endOllS sizes, 'I'h C l'at1l WCI' 0.xtl't'lTlel~' 

blliel and would steal food frolll Ullrier your) c , 

Sl'\-l'J'H1 S('abcl's l'olllplainC'(l that they I'un across 

thelll while thl'~' Wl're a>:leep. Olle hUll1orolls in· 

c: iricnt c\'llln'd from till' rodent I'amib' was whell 

sc\'cnd men of the sanitation cre\\' cli,.('O\'el'cd a 

lIest of bah~' rat;;, {Jill' or the mcn g:ath ' rl'e1 them 

up and stl'ul'k t1ll'm under a blanket in a mute's 

sal'k and tUl:kl'd Ihe llHI,.:.quito nett ing- linnly 

around till' l'ot. This matl', upon I'l'turning' from 

Jall' w(ll'k :-:hift , \)(' ni:,ml~' hit th!.' &1I'k and Hl'tl'l 

Gu.d.Jconol compoi9n 
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Overlookin., --,. Iark Channol from alop Bloody Knoll, Guadalcanal, loward. Florid. Illa nd 

1'('dinillJ,t' fot, ppl'hap:.: an hOlil', Ill' \\'a;; :l\\'akl'lIC'd 

iJr til!' lIau~l.'a Ilf ha\'illg- that run), (Tall-I), feel­

II II!. 1:";1('hi JlJ,t' do\\" JI bell ea th til!' bla IIket, IH' ['('It 

a SCI'it'''; of lin' 1'111'1',1' objcl'ts, IIlId with a :.:t'l'elllll 

lhat \\'oull! ('111'1 the .. nalll('1 J'1'0l1J fal:.:e ll't'th, hI.' 

bOil nclPt I oul of till' tl'lIt hut forg-ot to lift up tilt' 
IIlflsqllilo lid ill duinJ,t' ~O , The c(JlIlol'tions 1)(' 

('\"olwd did l'l'cC\il. to a ilul'lesqll(' sho\\"s linest PCI'­

J'o1"111 fLIII ' l' of "The Dane oj' till' Sl'\'t'll Veils." 

()P";/litl.~ 011' JlI 'cssing IIl'gl'II(,,\' of \\'(wl;: projects 

lIlIeI the tinu' l'oJlsUllwd IJ)' them, the majority of 

III sl ::-;paIJ....s found lime 10 hI' amaz('<! h~' the 

multitude (II' the spcl:i!'::; oj' planl and I'OI'I':.:t lil'l', 

\YI' had heard or man~- oj' lhe harcl\\'C)()<l~, hut it 

\\":l~ thl' lil',.;t tinH' we "a\\' sUl'h t l' s gJ'owinj.!' as 

chon~', ll'ak, mahog-aIlY, and lJ'opil:al red wood, 
Ot.hl'l· nlril'tip:.: oj' tl'opil'al tn'c.::; thai iJlLI ~J"('ste.d 

llll' S a ilCI'1\ I\"I'\'(' lhl' Linl'allH ami the in1ry Hut 

II'I 'I.'S , '1'111.'''(' partil'ulal' tJ'(~t'S grew fl'lJit Ihal 
roule! be mad(' into slHl\"I'nirs, 'I'll J'(' \\'1.'1'(' also 

I';ll'inus !lowering tl'pes , the blussom" of which 

\\'I'J'(' I!\'('l'.\" 1'11101' of the s ped rulll, T111'1I t on, 

then' \\"I'I'e innuJIle rable !lowering bush ' ,. , To 

the sUI'pJ'isl' or the Florida lll e n , nile of th ' 

!Ioll'l'rillg bushe~ tUl'll ed out t o he th \\'"(' II-lmoll'l1 

l'I!C! Hihiscus, 

VCI'~' Iillll' J'resh water fish in , was d Olle 011 

(;uadall'allal. Xl'\'l'l'lhele', !'IHIt \\'a t 'I' lishin/.! 

was ill gJ'('at e\'idellcc, The m e n rigged lip their 

011'11 tadde, ill JIlost cases, aJl(1 in many in,·ta llces 

d~' naJl1i • Wll:': u!'Icd to ohtaill catchc!< , I n til is eOIl­

nedioll, 011 1' of t h 'SL' IIII'll, P~llJ'il'k ~Ie<,;ou iJ'k. lost 

hi:.: lift', ::\fd;ouil'l" like DIIl'e1 ler, wa: 1lIIl' ied in 

the (; llada Il'a Ilal I'l'nlell! r~- wit h filII hI 111"1';< , 

l'\ot satisfied wiih the "t:ell!! I'~' fir Guatlalt';lIIal 

;dlllll', lIol a fell' or t he (j Lst • eahf'es look sigh t ­

";(~I'illg- I l'illS to 1I1'1l1'b~' is lalids of San" TlIl a~ i , 

(;al'llitll, FII)J'ida , • a llta Y :mllt'I, and I Ta laita 

aboarcl lhl' \';wious barge ferries, The, trips 
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all'ol'deci IIC'II' fiL'lels fol' Uw sOllnmir hunter", 

callal all the ahoYc-n<lnwt! isl(\nc1,~ were \'isilJle to 

thl' nakl'r1 PYl', 

During- the last lIIont!u; or our st;l~' on Guadal­

('ana l. morl' than a doz()n of OUI' men tl'anSfelTcel 

into thl' .L~th flegimcni to work with Commander 

St udul'l'l. During the same period sc\'entl Illst 

nlllstl' uction Cl'ews ('I'ected quartQl's and oflices 

or the Iteg'imenL 

The IJel's(lIl1lel or Uw Dattalion gTadually di­

minished, due to "lll'ye~'s. t ransfel's, and mell 1'('­

(,L'i\'ing' cOl1lmi"sions goillg Sta teside for ofricl'rs 

lntini ng', Continlluwi hare! \\'ork, plus bad 

\·....."Llll'l' and ail' raid alert... found the men rathl',' 

til",.! and Jlh,n:i('illl~' l'llll rlml'n, l\t'\'l'l"lheless, 

thl'Y Ill'\'t'" i'altt'),NI ill an," ta k, and thc wOl'd 

"shirl\inJ.(''' \\'as not. ill th(· Sealtel' \'OCablllHl',L 

The Illst I:attalioll got its first faille 011 (;lladal­

Gillal allel laid 11 g'J't'at foundation of a sCl'il'" of 

Wrecked Jap.ns.c barge. al 

al'(:ol11plishn1C'nts to be 1\1101\'11 as the " famous 

firsts of the If I st." .-\. fcw noteworthy "lit'sts" 

wer(': tiler :::llnk the lirst frc~h \\'ate)' wells on 

Guaclaleanal: ther sern'r1 the fi rst ice cream on a 

loegulal' cho\\' menu; made i;ome of the first Sllr­

\O('.n; of ;;ollle of the seetiolls of Glladalcanal: ther 

maintained t h first cmnp to JUl\'e ten t decking in 

till' t'nIisted men's countr,\'; and had the til" Solo­

mon Island Championship Baseball Club, At 011 1.' 

time, tht· HI ! Uattalion had mOrc projects in 

operation ,,;illlultanco llsly than was helie\'ed pos­

sible for an~' eng'inl'el'ing' outfit to maintain, l~e­

gal'llless of this. ()\'('l'whehnillg burden or work, 

thl' Battal ion establish ed an ellyi able speed rec­

ord ill the cOllstruction of lhe Koli Point nomber 

Fieldo 1 pOll Olle ()t;('asion, ill orc\l'r tI'l mainta in 

oU)' speed rccurd, wc enlisled the sen'iccs or IHI­

ti\'(>. Sulomoll lslanul'rs to help u:, la,\' matting' Oil 

till' ail' field ° 

Ko~umbona Beach, GUdd.lcanal 
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1'1\ 1-\ t 1-\ ) ~r 1-\ 

OUI' tOll!' of dutr on Gllndaicanal \\"as Ilote­

wo1'1 hy in mllnr I'l's]wds, hilt the storr would not 

lit! ("(lmJlletc without a commentary 011 the dp­

la('\HllC'llt that \\'ai' dispatt:hed to Il('arh~' ~falaita 

Islallll to cOlIstrlld roads ano it nIdal" :;tatioll for 

the HO,\'al Xl'w Zealalld Ail' Force, This dl'­

tachmcllt WH:-' spnt to ~Ialaita Oil ,Jlll~' ~X and wa" 

1IIHi<'r till' COll1lll;llld of LieuL 1fail'r, Thl'~' landed 

fl"Ol11 lheir \'es:;,,1 ill it lagoon Oil till' ':Ollti1w(';:t l'.rn 

part of :\Ialaila, ('lllil'l' the Canal. )I .. laila had 

110 broad toas.lal plains, Thl' l110untains Ihen', 

tlHHlgh nlJ:n:red, were not as hig Ol' fJl'(,tipitoll~ a: 

tho,:c of Guadaleanal. Low hallginlr ('loud:; l'01l­

"tantl~' :;hrollfted en:'1l tIl(' lo\\'est hills and ~an' 

the g-en CI'H I appearance of' I'o).!, 1fell of Uli~ de­

lachmcllt reported that \"er~' few d eal' da~':; 

\H'n' l'x]l('l"ieneed, While con:;trul'ting huitdill " 

illld slat ion rO;HI" , the Ii 18tel'" \\'(~re pnHel'ted hy 

tIll' Xc\\' ZI·aland A 1'111,\' for ' " from ntlack Oil 

tlH' j,,\il1l1l. Sl'\'l'ral llll'll stall'c\ thai th~'I'I ' \\'('1'(' 

Native canoo. near the 6lst S.db.o" landing sito . Mal.ita. B,S,I. 
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e..no.ing off the jungle-infe,ted co.,, of M.I.it. 

,lap patrols iu some of the 1ll';H'by \'alleys, l-poll 

('olllpldion of these PI'ojcl'Ls till.' mcn \'cturlwd to 

(;uatlah':lnal alld I\'PI'C cih'c! for thei I' wOl'k h,l­

lIlt' :-.J"I\' Zealalld Al'm~- ollieiak 

On 1'\,bI'U:lr,\- 11, In II', all (;uadakallal lll 'ojl 'ds 

\\'1'1'( ' ";I'('ul 'cd and all l'lJuipmt'llt was IlI 'ollg-ht into 

[he' lilst tl'all" jlOl'tatioll ,\'an( tD hc SCI'\'il:l'd alld 

lia r!, ,t! fol' I'tol'al,!I' al' the J:atLalilln jll'cparl'd fol' 

Ihpjl' rol'!h( '1l1l1illg hllli(l;l~' in KI'II' h('alalld, All 

:iUPI.lil':-; \\'1'\'1' in\'('ntol'ied, and the Illen \\'l!I-L' 

j!il'l'll tilll!' 10 ('Iwek 0\'1'1' thei\' l1l'l.':-;ol1al ,gear priol' 

III 11I.;tnlin;,!' till' :-;hil'_ The n~s\lltant l'onfllsioll 

lhat u:-;lIall~' I'eigns ill till' l'xpl'dan('y of a pJLoasant 

hut enh'I'tainillg' intcl'!ucll' was a sight, with ncwly 

\ra~hl'd dl'l'~:-; blues and slal'ks 0[' trading articles 

1'111' romantic Jllll'POSL'S, all IIlixl'd togdhl'1'­

On til(' 1~th nr Fdll'u a 1',1', 1!111. 1.11011 IllPn alld 

ollil'PI':", se\' ('I'<l1 thOIlS,lIId s('a ha)!s anel foot lo( ' \{­

l'I'S alld ulltold thousands of ead,ons .,1' l'i)!ar It('S 

hO<ll'el('d tilt' l',S,g Pi"k,II '!! hound 1'01' • \1' 

Zealand, Earl~- thl' Ilt'Xt mOl'nill)!, till' hul)!in;.r 

('raft liftl'd h( '" honk allt! snileel, f\:Il1lllillJ,(' h I' 

pro\\' southward, 

Thl' \'ora $.(' ahoard tIll' [".'> ,S, Pi llk o" !I, for th e 

main pa l' l, was Ull c \ 'clltfnl. Thc h ill, althou)!h 

sjlt'l,dy, rolll'c! alld tOSSl'<! like' ;111 ullsaddll'd llil,!hi­

man', 1rall~' llf tl1I' llll'l1 I('all('d 0\'('1' tIll' rail aud 

disillusiolll'd till' l'IlII'''jll'l'nl'Ul'S of s h:1I'1(-fiu s"Up, 

On Fl'brualT ~;~, thl.' C,S,S, I'il/I.. ",.!!, with a 

thousand w()l \'(~s ahoal'd, al'l'iI'L'd in all .-\uddalld 

hal'lllll', 1\('\\' Z('alalld , It tflok a IH'ttl'l- [lal't III' 

1.\1'0 IIOlll'S fo!' tit , ship to [I'a\'('\'s(: Ihl' h'\lg:th Cl f 

the hat'lllll' t o tl1I' lo\l'c l' que llstl'l'l't dOl'ks, 
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Auckland! This was the end of our .iOUl·Ill'~· of 

alltit"ipation ~ As our ship docked on that ~;1rd 

dar of FdJrllul·.v of HJ.I·1. thc Hbters grabbed 

t.heir gear and di:-il'lllbarked. Tlw"" thell \n~l'l' 

loack'd upon trllck;;, (\J'in'lI ur CB~n '''. ano,.s 

Auc:\dand , to WailwJ"aka Pm'l\, in tlte OnehullS!<1 

sectioll or thl' t"it~·. While l'1t route to \Yail;:araka. 

interestillg' feminine topogrHph,\" was in great 

evidence. and lhl' l'o\'CI't,c! trut"ks ;;0011 het"amt' 

un<:o\"(:' red . 

would ha\"l~ put til<' shipping' in Xl'\\' YO\'k 11l1l'bol' 

to :;Iwnw. EnollS!h \\-ind was I'xpe ndNI , ,in ap­

pl'e("iat i n~ \·emarks. to cool the hlushe.: of 1.1 whole 

feminine rose garden. l'pon al"l"i"'ll at \\'aikar­

aka, lhe men donned thc-ir tire,;,; blue,; and l~1\n:'d 

their I!"C,U' in record time. Tlw lir,;t nig·ht. "a\\" 

mos t. of the Ilattalioll take liherty prior to le<1\·e. 

On Fehrual'~- ~- I the nHl.iO\ ·it~- of tl1l' nlf'1I startl'd 

lheir le'1\-e. A s.n;lcm of lean' had been set up 

b~' till' Battalion that Olll' compallr was to 

maintain tilt' \\"ailmraka Camp eHeh week of our 

star iII X ('w Z!':llalld . All other weeks \\'('re free 

for leave, 

TIl(' l"i t~· of Anddand, in nH\l1~' J"P"P(,C t:.. , wa~ 

Aerial .iew of dow.lown Audland. New Zoaland 
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Downlown Queen Streel , Auckland, N, Z" 100~in9 loward. the Harbor Ferry 

nwdl'rn as an Al1ll')"il'1l1l eity, llo\\'l'\"l')", e\lstOI11~, 

1'lll11l11unieatilll1 s ,n;ll'l11s, and dOl11c:<ti(' fixture,s 

W('I'I' (\\"pttl ,\ ' ~'(' II!"S hl'hind OUI'S , This eilr, 

I!II,OOtl, \\"as inllJ'(!c1 10 tl1l' sig'ht or Ameril'HI1 

""'Til'" 1'1('11 , Yd., it" eilizl'lIS exlended lInn~­

~(J'aill"d ho,.;rlitalil~' at all til11l'S , Some or lhe 

si l.l'hls thaI . I!nll'd ntll1l')" odd to thl' (ilst Sea­

h<'l,>\ \1"l'I',,: all tral1i(' !lI'O\"(' Oil the Il'J"t hand side, 

pl'destrians \\";tlk1!(1 10 thl' !l'ft, l'hoil'cst and 

hiJ!'hc: t pJ'i(,,'<l tlll:al,')' Sl'ats \\'('I'C always in the 

\)<11('(111,\', th,' pO)Jlrlal'it,\' of Uw Anll'rieun lllo\'i,'s, 

till' al110UI1t of hlll1c1slJnw lll'oph' IInel thc 1"0l11Jlk,tp 

ci\' ilizati('n of till' l\iaoJ'i ]leopk', Till' n;\I11t.'s of 

~llln'~ and it('l11s wt'n' <lI\\"<I,\'s a SOlllT,! of ('OJ1­

rll~illu to h~ Sl'al , '('';, Jo;xampl,' of these wCl'e : 

"(..hare'ollisl" 1'0)" a ,'omilinati(ln ("ill'ar st.lll'\' IIIJ(I 

barl1('I' shop. "\\"in'!t's s "hop" fur a radi(l 'tore. 

"('l:eal11 hal''' for a soria fountain, "tink..!",," slwt'l 

IIwlal shop :\Ild hllrchI"ClO<i S(IlI'..s, " st ttiuIWl"s" for 

nflire sllppl,\' stnn's, "t,\""~ shop" for fillin:.!" station" 

and Hn ,.a("{'eSSOI'~' i J11l" 1'0 I' l!i rt shoJls. t l"am:< rill' 

:,;treel ('aI'S, "tllUl"isl ear,," for bu, es , "a/l/lal'<'I 

shops " 1'01' cll'p:lI-tmclIl SlOl"l'S. "hush lalld,," 1'111" 

rorest:.; al1d "tl'a" as the lI:tnll' for all meals, 

TIlt' gn'al m ajol'it,\' of tIlt' ()ist i)eahce ', aftt' " 

I"('('l'i\' ing" tlll~ i!' 11':1\'(' pall<!!'s, did IIl1t remain in 

tilL' \' i('illity of .-\ uddand. TI1I'r bllll:.rlll tiel, 1 til 

rilil'S and to\\"II" 1ll'I'l'I0 flll'l! ulIknown, The,\' 

wHnkel to : u the wholt' of ~'!\\' Zeala nd , Su 'h 

l'itil's and towns as \\'hill1g",U'l'i , Hamilto ll, Tl' 

A\\"IIIUlll, l~oll) Hila, \\'aihi TallralI!!a, Tau p(I, 

t:i;:hOl"lll', \\'allg"<Il1t)i, :\l'\\' l'I~' I11I11l1h, 1'<1ll1l1'l'slol\ 
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North, DalllW\'il'ke, Xnpiel', ~rastt'I'ton, Welling-­

ton, XdSOIl, T:lenheim, Christ Churth, Gnl,\'­

mouth, L~'LtIeto\\,Il, 'rimaru, OHmaru, Dunedin, 

a lid Im'cl'tHr:,till \\'('.I'e \'isi ted. The odd ti I'CUIll­

:,;t;ll](,CS the men t'lItOlllltered in their tl;H\'e)~ \\'ere, 

riding' IHll'l'O\\' gauge I'llilrnads, all (,()ll\'e~'an('cs 

stoJlpinJ,r for tea, and Jo\\' fares. 

The :\'c\\' Zl'alanf! 11eoplc, both Caucasiull and 

:'II aOJ'i , gTeeted the Seahe s with "open ann!';" 

hm;JliLality t'\,(! I'~'\\'hel'(' the,\' went. The stcnil' 

\ll'allt,\' of :\'l'\\' Zealand was so g-ralld and a\\'e­

inspiring' thaL it didn't scem rcal. Snow-tappt'd 

J1101lHtaillS, g'latil'J'!';, slll'ep ~tutions, gold lllilH'S, 

giallt fi~hel'j('s, ]}or,.;e ran('h(!~, <lair,\' farms, great 

fOl 'C,.;;tS, alld tJ'.\',;l.al clear stream" \\'t're to lit· 

found in e\'cr~' :;l'dion, Xe\\' Zl'aland has heen 

tailed the llllld of fems, some of "'hidl g'ro\\' to 

hcis:ht;: of thirty feet. _-\nothel' llllusual growth 

is the Kao1'i Gum tree. The g-Uln rl'Olll this tree is 

of cl'Y:ital deal' amber tolar anil its texturc I'e­

semble~ l'l'sin. 

1'11('1'(' were many Seabee::i \\. ho spent a few 

lillYS or ('ompllllion:;hip with the :'Taori:; of Xew 

Zealand, and it is onl~' fiLting- thai we j:(' i\'e 11 brier 

histol'.\' and de 'cription of thclll here, 

The prcsent storic:; that ;Ire being told of the 

anc-ienl doill~S of Uw:<c [rilllldJ~' pC'ople han' Ul cil' 

;;lIhjcd-!;()Ul'ce from the word rrf mouth ;;y~lcll1 

passed 011 frolll g\~n t:: rati(Jll 10 generation, Ho\\,­

e\'l'\', t.he ~t()l'ic's of tlici r ll111azi ng' canoe nJ~'agcs 

Th~ Main Harbor, as se~n from th~ fop of Mt. Eden. Audland. N. Z. 
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Th. fool of Quee n Slre@I, Audland, N. Z., as s.en from th. Ferry Building; Governmont Post 

Office second building on the loft 


to :\'('\1" Zl'alalld has hf'1'1l sllhstantiall'd. The 

" d 1Ial naml';; oj" tlw ['arI~' ~faori::: anrl of their 

nan, in wlli['h the,\' set ollt frnlll far-orr Hawaii, 

an' maUl'I ';': of al1l"il'llt world histor,\-. \\. IIen 

those firsl l'\"l'W;; ['ast t.hpir g-a7.l'S hUIl/!rily at tilt' 

loom of "\O-Tl!-I~oa. the l'ohufllkawa-e1otlwd 

slull't.'s of 111l' m'w lalHI "e(~II!(~d to hedwll Ull~ !11 

with a pr(lll1isl ~ of' ;;l/n;;hilll' and plf'lIty, TI\I' nal1lf' 

,\O-TI'-I~lla. silllpl~' nl(';)n:: , " 1 Ill' long- rla.\·lhdll." 

So 1111 , «(Tllimb say Ihal. it wa.'" 1\:11111";; wife who 

lir;;t sig-III('r1 !\:l' \\ ' Zt'aland andl J.ran~ it it;; Ill'W 

nalll('. KlIfJl" who I'HIllI' from I~a'iat('a. in Tahiti. 

ill (IiiO, is t-rl'dii,'d a,.; heillj.f I hI' lil';;t ~faol'i in 

:\1'W Zealand. A(T(lI 'din~' to l ntdit.inn thollg-h. 

tlw main :'I[aori l11ij.fI ';ttion didn'l begin until two 

t:l'niuril',< latl'r. l:t, thi:-; as it Illa,\', tIll! ral·t :;till 

1'l'lllains tllat til(' :'Ifaori "afd~' , ,1I1ade Ill \·o,\"a;! ' s. 

;lITi\'ing- with suflicient \' i"o)' to o\'l'rpowl'r tl1l' 

inhabi tant;; ami tak!' ad nll1tll!!1.' nr the ahundant 

forest alul prolifi(, nshing- l~rllllluis . TIIPrl' WI'I"I' 

two p!'l!-:'Ilaori 1":1('1.'1' in X 1'\\' Zealand l'n' tlw arl­

\"l'nlof the :'Ilatlris. TIll' :'Ilanri[lI'is, 01' 1'1llyn,'sian 

stO('k, and :'IloHrjuri \\"ho WI ' I'l' Iwli cn 'r1 to haw' 

hel'n :'Ill'l;lIll'sian. I:oth of th . c' r:\( ' (,S arc no\\" 

('xt ind, hut the :\fallri rae ' is inc l'f'a;;ing. 

1:l,I'(II"I.' tilt' :lITi\'al of ('apt.'onk, in IfriO, il 

\\":1:-; bl'li('\'('d that all~' en'\\'" tlial \n'r!' so lInfOl'­

til nate a:-; to s!'! foot on Xl'\\' Zl'alanci ;;nil \n'I'I.' 

slain . In Illl''' ''' eal'lil'l' rlars. till' ";triMls "Pas" 

allcl trihl';; of ~Iaori;; Wel'e cOil.ta utl.\· at \\'<11' witll 

Olll' allothl'r. "\Ithough tlIl'r \\'1'1'1' :IITn·dited wilh 

twilll! l'xtn'nll'I.\· hlood thil·st,\'. ti ll' C. walTiol's WC I'C 
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knO\\"I1 t.O h<l\"(~ been ext('ptjollall~' gooe! sports Hnd 

helil'lwl in fair play , 

The ,HaOJ'i people or toda~' are well educated 

and a \'l.'l'y dignified people, They han" fair skin 

and a prolld bearing', The l11ajorit,\' of )1<101'i 

Il'onlen ,I rc heauti I'll I and take greal p)'ide and 

delight ill ,\,carinj:,!' the. Iatl'st fn:;hions in elotlws 

i'1'll1ll the' I'niterl State:;, TI1<'~' an' ardent. mOl'ic 

ran" and s\\'in~ rero1'rl ('olletiol's, Dancing !Inri 

.~ilJl,!'in;.f ;l1'(' their 1l1ain l'e<:l'Catioll", as thl! Sea­

b('(,s SOOI1 fOUlld lint. The ~la01'is hal' l~ <1ssunled 

t hei r l'i~:hUul plae,! of il11J)ol'tanl'e ill the afl'airs 

,,1' gm'l' l'llnll'nt alld "ucial life ill {(e\\, Zealand. 

Oil ,\I a1'l.'h I ::, I!I II. I'ia lI'il'('lcs:; bI'OHllr:tsl:-; 

Ih I'll 11 g-)101I t Xl'\\' Zl'ltla lid, till' (i 1st Scaiwl'''' had 

till'i1' h'al ' l"~ ClIt short and II'( ~'(' tailed illln camp, 

That night a fa1'P\\'ell danl'!" l\'1t:< giw'l1 at the 

Auddand TOII'n Hall. 1'hi,: (lance lI'a,; :t d o,:ed 

Jorl11al all'air, The hall \l'as dec.oL'a ted \\'ith bal­

loons, flags of all nations, and pol ted plants, 

IIallging from the h11 I('(111,1', at the ('lId of' t he 

dance floor, was a lar:.rc' "thank .I'tll'" ,.;ign which 

rl'ucJ, "To uur friends .mel hosts of .:'\ew ZI·als IHI. 

11'1', the membQl'''; of t he !jIst. thank ~'(1l1 rnr y nu l' 

kind a\ld ullstinted hospiti\lit~"" Ih\l'ill ~ h 

danC'1' a 1lt1\)l'",ho\\' Wi!'; ~in'l1 alld all lllll,;il' lI'a:< 

flll'lIi,,]wd by 11 s\\'in~!' hand frol1l th ' ni t d Stall''' 

Xa\'y Uase, This all'air ench'rl at 0100, :'lan'h 1·1. 

Thc' late lI\ol'1lil1~ or ~larch II. Hll ·!. the lil:;t 

L:atlali l111 I ,ft. the 'Yaikal'aJ,a Camp ill Olll'hll ng'a 

itnd hoarded tlll' [',S,S, Pi,II,',;, '!, r l' a rl'illl'll trip 

tn tlH' Solom on Is land,., 

View of the ouler h.rbor. Audl.nd, N, Z" OS 'e"n from MI , Eden 
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'IV 

c).\ t f) 0 1'1 I ).\ 

:\la1"<·h 1o, .UI\ L we left Auddall(l harhor iJound 

north , and arteJ' sm'cral deWs of unc\'cntful \'o~'a !!­

ing-. uther than rnugh water, W0 :;ighted a h II!!!! 

l11ollnlaillou:; island, the shore:; of \\"hieh werc 

protl'(teri b~' forbiddinj! eo1'a! 1'(.'cl":;. .~t first, \\'e 

didn't kilo\\" \\'hL,1'c we Wel'C, HO\\·e\"t'1', \H' sighted 

"oasial freig:hlen; f1.\·ing" lhe Frplll"h flag- allll 

then'upoll knl'\\' it 10 1)(' ~l'W Ca!t'c!onill. Folio\\"­

ill.!r thi~, \n' thn'ac!!'d through a 111~'riHd of under­

sea n'l'f.\· l'atal'orn\)s tn ('liter a harbor 01' enll'rald 

wate )'. As \H' drol1lled andH1l'. to our starboard, 

\\"e ('ould St'e UJe ill-famed Ih~ ~(Ju. forl11!!J' prisf)1l 

island, and to the port we could see the l'it,'" of 

~oumca. tapital of :\l' \\' Cnl('(lonia. ,re also 

noticed se\'el'al smeJrers "Illokinj! in till' dist:JIll'C 

and \\'er(' illformed thaI Lhe~' \H'J',' producing­

nickel. Ollr stay at :\cw Caledunia \\'il" fllr a 

bri(!f' t\\"cnt.\·-t"our 1101l\'S, nftl'r \\'hidJ \\"t' lIJ:lI.l~ an 

IlIll'\"l'lltl"U! trip back tn (:uadalcanal, \\'hL'rl' \\"t' 

\'l'-OtTUpi(' " ollr old qllartl'\·s-ll'I\1Jl()raril~·. 

View or town dnd harbor at Noumea. New Cdlledonic!i: lie Nou, former pri,on isl.nd in the distance 



uE1'1\ JR 
St. 

En routn to Emir;tll. dllring' II lin'-dar tJ'ip. w,· 

pn'paratioll. the Battalioll Loarcled two LC\,g PHSi'~c\ such island;;; as an). 'f . ti \'Hl' i. P'",ndm'(l. 

;lIlrl tllI'('(' L~T's with the l'x('eptiol\ of liftr mell in Kollombnnganl. (~allong'J,!a. Yella La\'clla . 1'1' II -

UIl' 1"1';11' edwloll. \\'ho \\"pre left b('hind to trall­ llr~' lsland:<. J:ollg'(lili ' ille . .Dllk~l. ~l'e n I lands. 

pOl't additipnal crated I.'l)uipmenr. Onl'c ahoHrd T all[tll. ,, 'QW lrlancl, XC\I" ITallll\"l'l', HlId (ill a ll ~' 

thl'SP ('raft. \\' 1' \Illdel',;tood \\'h.\' OUI' Xl'\\' Z('aland Ell1irall, On the third additional LST' and Le I ', 

1(';1\/' \\'a, ' ("lIl Sholt, \\"(' weI' told that \\'(' wen' join 'rI ollr C. ()II\' O~· at n 1' e ll L lal1ci;;, T h ma-

I" ill\'adl' I':mirall 1,;land. St. :'.Iatlhias g'l'Ollp. in 

lookin'J we" .Iong the bId Camp beoch. Emir.u hl.nd. St . M.tthi•• Group. Bismarck A ..hipol.'Jo. 
in th. Bisma..k Sea 
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Loo'inC) e.. t on the ,ame buch tEmirau "'and) 

(0 fiatl' . Shipboard ('110\\' amI topsidl' s i<'stas \l"l'I'1' 

really c lljo,\"l'd . lIo\\'cn!r, t.he dad, hOlll'S lleforl' 

rla\\'lI, Oil !llar('h :;0, ellllst'd sonlt' apPI'l.'lwIIKion-­

ll-H')III' uSlIally does , 

Ilurillg' lin' lil'st daylig'ht hOllrs of' ,\Ial'('h :;0, 

till' fiIs( alld ntlll'!' Sl'abpl' l1attalinlls lalldl'd alld 

l<lartcd IIllloadillg" thl'il' g"('ar alld IIlm'illg- it. iliiallf!. 

TIll' ,\Iarilil's lallded th 'r -' hl'l'ol'\' liS, Camp l'OIl­

,,11"11,'1 ion lTl"" ;'; , prl'('('(kd II,\' hlllldo;t.I'I's (hat ("lit 

pallis IlIrll!I)!:lt thc troJlil'al ltnd('I'hn!s'I, .. ,I. 1:lal'k 

I;,'al"ll hOllnd f'or a l)I'adl area on a point or lalld 

(hn.'I' miks away, ['pOll arri,'al thl'n', h 'lIls alld 

IIlitl'r lL'mpora ry i nstaila t illliS \\'l'l'l' ittlml'diatd," 

('n'dl'(!. 1:," Itig-ht fall. thl~ sitnl11 ion was \1"1'11 in 

halld, and till' mCII s·( Ollt to expllll'c thei r nl'\\" 

home, F:mirau Island was lhc Ill'<ln';;t thillg- III it 

t ropi('al pal'adis,' pid ured h," till' Holl,\"wDod 

.. Fakl'rs," TIll' Iwal'lil's at our l'amp si ll' \\"'1'\' 

hroad alld of' whitl' :;and, The wal~I' Wit:' clt'ar 

altd \\'arm, Tlw landst'apl' W<l:' pidlll'(':'IIU!' with 

its ullusllal trl'l'S, amI thl' Oh\'joll," lack of' lilli'\. 

'1'11(, n1l'11 SIlOll too\;: <!<I\'all(ag-I' of' the natllra l fa ­

("iliti,'s alltl bathl'rl alllllA' til!' hea d les, 

Tit" first \\""l't.; (Ill Emil'<tll Was I ' oll~ltltll'd ill Ih,· 

""tahli"hIllCJlt of IH'I'malll'Il1 ("amp fal'ilitil'" alld 

!i"ing" qllartl ' I':'. as \\"1'11 01:< til<' 1.'lIllstrul'tilllt Ill' 

marls, For th e (il'st tilllP onl' pl'imar," l'Ollstnll'­

t.iolt pro,itod: we i'!:' 1I0t hampl' r ed by foul , \"t a llwr , 



TIll.' (H st TIattalioll "larted ib major project, 

lhe Ila!.:!'r ail'Sll'ip. on "-('clnesda~' Apl'il 5, Inll. 

EIIg'inc0I's, 11l':I\'~' equiplllent OpPl'alOl'8, ami sh()\'el 

men rl'lHll'ted the i,.;lalltl ideal for all airstrip, The 

natural t:ol'Hl \I'<\S in e\'iclel\ct! c\'crrll'hel'e l\l1e1 

eHsl'd the pl'ohlem of' foullclat ions and surfacin/.!' 

]'01' airstrips alld roads , Itollnd t1w dod: \\'ork 

shi f'ls \\'('1'(, s!'t up and ('limHtic t:(lIHlii ions allo\\'ed 

adl'IJUatl' I' 'sl. 

1:.\' tll!' Illiddll' (If April, nil 0111' c.:amp facilities 

\\'l'I'1' fUlH:tionillg', Durin/.! thc same lJ!'l'iod, the. 

AI'lII~' al'l'iH!d and llw '~\al'illl''' dl'P'\I'\l'(1. U~l UH:' 

cnd Ill' the 1110nth, thc li].-;\ t"ok acl\'HntagC of the 

g'1'f'at quantitil'" (1(' hal'(l\\'ond timiH'I' all(1 sd up 

sawmill operatioll", The "i zl! Qf these h<1I'<1\\,41 d 

tr Cs \\'eJ'(~ inmwll"e illld :,;Clllle reHehed t he height 

or l:iO feet. The lumlwrlnen. Ullon mallY 0('­

ca"iol\:;, had gTC!at dillil'lIlt~, haekinj! theil' way 

t1l1'ollgh the dc.II"l' tropieal IIlIdel'hl' ll:h til slIak ' 

ont desircd log'S, Trpit:al of all SOllth Paci lic 

Islands, Emirnu I::land had its llsual qunta of 

eOelJllut ,rro\'e.~ fill' lhe insatiahJt. t'oJll'a alld "...ap 

Llldu:-;tri " 

The l)lsL wel'l~ lin ('Xn,'ptiUII til l~' pi('al -Cf bee 

ill)' 'IHlity, The,\' kllc\\' thel'l .' \\'I~I'", unlimited 

<lmC>lIl1b or cai'ooc\ for tJlI! takill/! in lht: watCI''' 

lII'llllllcl Em irall, Thll~ il was that a g'rcat 1111­

mlidal (bhilll-!' indu:-;tl'r al',)i;l' in mIl' l:aUalinll, 

Infrd , rcd photo 01 Capr Tirtjrn....orn Irom th. Emir.u Airstrip 
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ldnd inq ,He and di'pc".1 point of tho 61 ,t S.~b~.., Em;r~u 1,land 

'''ilh th e a('quisilioll 0(' nalin.' 1I1I1I'ig')It,l''; anel til<' 

(.'ons tl'ud ion of Ii ollle-J1lad(' (Ta rt 0 I' 'Ilil'st iOlla hll' 

I'hls,; , fishing" partie,; c'al'l'il'r/ lioll1 c-llladL' laddt' , 

";1>Cllrs, harpoon,;, HHd dynamite oul to 15ea , A,.; 

til!' innnllll'rahl<' fish I'ri"s lhat coul!i hI' seen 

Ihnlul,!IHlul 1111' ('amp C\'I'I'Y Hight \\'ill a ttest HI!' 

I'a!l'hl''; \\'('1'<' prolilil', Tlwr\.' \I'pre so lIIany \'aril'­

li l ''; Ill' {j,;h ('allg'hl lhal Ih" appellatioll:< or Ihelll 

taxed Ihe Imu \\'l e tll!l' or til<' f('\\' \'Cll'rall lish l'.l'l1l('n 

Ill' Il'lIpil'al \\' aIJ~ I''; that \\'vl'(' ill till' natlalilln, 

Th(' aP1WHl'all('(' or "onw or the,;l' Ii:<h ddil,d llw 

"at in)!, ('\'('11 tJwlIg'h tlll',\' \\'(,1'(' aS1;1I1'('d Ihat Ow,\' 

wal'l: "dillil', Onl' hard('IIl'd old sail l'(!Jllal'l\('d 

Ihal Ihel'e had lJ~n ';(l IIIHII.I' d,l"IIHllIilt' blasls ,;et 

IIII' alollg' Ih .. Shlll'l'S lhal a l'I'Osl:Hwtlion \' ie\\' oj' 

1':lIIil'all 1,;lalld would 1'( '8('111111<.' a tllacl stll"!, \ ' p Oll 

(llll' o('( ' a,.;ioll, 1,:;00 Ibh \\'(: 1'(' In'llug-ht ill a silll.!'i,' 

('all'h, Som" Ilf lIw li,;h <:all~dll \\'1'1 '(' (I('tlll' \I I' , 

(;ianl nH~·S, , \1111>1'1' ,JaLb, (; 1'(tu]JCi', AIIg-l'i Idl , 

S('lIlp~', Zd ll'a Ii,;h , ,11 ' \1' !ish, :\Iullt·l. S CIl fJ"I'! 'h , 

I:H1Tal'U("Ia, pull' tish and th( ' Illlll' I'unnel'';, 

\vhil,.· 011 Emil'all, th .. l'ool,,; alld bal,(' rs ill,;ti­

tll \.l'd a ,;ystf'1lI I,y \\'hil'h tht· l'lIli,;t e ti 11)( ' 11 01' tlil.' 

li!,;t I:atlalioll \\,('\'(.' hOIlIJI"<'ti oil tlwir iJi 1'1 IlIia,\' '; , 

'I'll<' la,;( :-:lIl1r1a,\' or ( '<11'11 monlh was ,-1'[ a~,;j(J..: ;i ,~ 

till' pal'\ inJlal ' lundh'oll dOl,\' 1'01' a LI 111('\1 h,I \' il;;!' 

lJil'thday-" ill th at month; I,(·,;id.,s til<' -"1"'l'ia l 1',,;;,;1 , 

(·;I<.:h llIali r('('('i\'('r\ all olri l'ia I l:allali"l1 Ilil'illl l a ~' 

l'anl si)!,'Jwd h,\' I hl' ofl it'c l' ill ..hal'g-(', 'I'll<' \·ari<'iy 

Ill' d"lkal'il''; Ihat \\'el'e plan·dI 'It"flll'" ti ll"' IlI P ll 
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fil~l'nll'd Ull hel ie\'ahlt' a fter the C I menu clay .1 L'ter 

cla,\", Thl!l"l' Wt'l"l' long' tahles, cm'ered with \\-hile 

l,]oths, with all the food arranged Hrli,.;ti("all~" 011 

tra~'s anti plater! ~~-lllelritnllr clown it:- lell~t11. 

The hanquet('PI':'; l'uth month were addressed h~­

til!' olli("er in eharsrt'. who wi;;hed them happr 

hirthda,n;, .-\ t~']li("al l~xalllp]c or Oll t' of the Illl'nUi< 

read li];:e tlii,.;: roast (,hi<-],en, hro\\,ll J!ra\'~'. mashed 

potaio!',.;, huttered ,June pea::;, buttered ~'am ,icweis, 

hl'cad. Iwadl jam, ("r (!anH.!r~' huller, dlO("olalc iel' 

l'ream, sil\"l~I' layer cal, ... millt dainti{'s, ("011"(>(' and 

!('nlOlladl', 

Fill' till' lirst Li IIll', till' (i I"tel'S tt,nk acl\'antag-l' 

o [ the A I'll I ('ci j-' [Jl"(: L'8 In,.;[ ilute Educal iOllal 

Native hut .1 Blue 

("ours!';;, OnL' hun(h'l~d and forty nll'n e ll rolled in 

the,.;e con'espoJl(!<,'llce (' Jurses w hith co\'cl"l'd :;t'\' o 

ent,\' subject;;, Tho tOst of them \\'a" II " Iigil,]f', 

and it was possible for the 111 n t(l enrn eredits 

townrd diplomas and tIp!!I'!'(',;; lhroul:rh t hi.' 

medium, 

On ,JUIIl' ~~, I!Ill, i.1l · rear l,('he]oll of 1ift~'-lJlle 

al"l'in~d at Elllil"<Ul, ("rom (;ua<lakanal. Thl'::;l' 

lllell brou!!ht all thl' matcl 'ia] we left behind, The 

additioll of lhe:-;l' mell ~ascd thl' I>r(,:<l'llrL' U/lUll t il 

w(ll"kill~ l'Ol1lplt'lIl~'llt. During" thi,.; ::;allH' mouth 

rain fell h 'a\'il~' but did lint ham pel' tlll' work 

"l.:hedlllc" a:> all till' road,.; had /"'1'11 built and tl1e 

,:tripping" or 1'1>1 '1:,,11<111<1 for tIll' air li('l d" Ilad l ' I 

8e.<h, Emir.u 1,land 
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('OIllpldl!d, The I'aill packed til<' ('xJlosed ('oral 

slirran' into a smooth cI'I11L'nt-likL' SUl'faCl\ \\' ork­

in:,! in('L's";lIltl~' in all t,I'PL'S of 1I'('<lII1<'I'. til<' l'I'!'W 

or :-i"al,(,(,lol \1'('1'<' cnthusiastic in Uwil' jobs, as thu,\' 

rdt thai, UIl' \\'01'1. a('('ol11 pI is hc tl ()II Em i nil! as 

til<' lilt illla l .. I'xam)lt( ~ foJ' all L'lIgill cc l'ing' rOrCL'S 10 

1',,11,,\1", In spitL' "I' o(Tasillllal dillieultil'" thal 

sOllldinH'S s('('Hwd insurmollntable, tilt' filstl'l'S 

\\"!'I'l ' not <lis('olll'aged but fell that thc~' 11'1.'1'(' 

addilll! 1It'1I' le(~th tl) thl~ I'og tlHlt. would tU1'1l till' 

",lwC!l;' III' \'idor~', Xot onl," our II I/i l'lli';';, hut llll' 

ail' rll! 't'!' Ill!'I!, felt .1 pridl' ill tilL' \I'o! 'k that Was 

bL'ill)! dOll!' 111'1'<' , \\'t' had ('siahlislll'd a pruCl'dl'nl 

Oil (:nmlakallal. h,l' 'll:t:IlIl!)IIishing l'OIl:,trUl' lion 

tasks that 1\'t'I'(' then bdien'd illll'lIs:o:ible, and 

here on Emirau, \I'L' \I'ere bL'lll'ring this JlI'UI'iou" 

I'pc'ord and \\'('!'L' I!:ainin)! the name or tw ill/! air­

field constrUdioll wizards , Thesl' jobs, so I'ital to 

til(' life of AtIl'llIH'ed gas!'.s , emplo,l'L'd e<)uipnl<'nt 

ope1'ato l's, dy namitl' 1lll'1l , mL'Challi(Ts, t rU l'k dril'­

(' rs, cl('dl'icians, l'arpentl'I's, L'1I)!inel'rs, fuel and 

g'l'easL' nlt~JI . tire t .r e ll'=', and nHlIlllal labol'f'l's, 

As we Il(';ll'l'd <Ill L'lld tn !lUI' ('lIITL'Ilt- tasks .-,1' 

this ;\(h'an('(~d [;O1:<l', Y;lriolls big-II naval ofliL-ials 

\'isit(~d L1l1' i!<lanti and all WL'n~ lolI'ish ill their 

I1raisc, Thi" al'cul1lulal ion ,,1' hi ;,dl apl11'll\'al k,d 

to tIll' ;tll'anlin/! or till' l~nJllzl' :\Iec\al to HIlI l~th 

It(!gil1l~ntal ,OI11IllLllllkr which was a cnmmenda-
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lion to ('onstrUt'tion battalions t\H'I'C'under" Dr 

which the fibt Battalion was one, The dar of 

the award, all ullits invol\'(~d were repl'esented IJ,\' 

(JIll) 01' more companies or nWlI ,,'ho panlckd b~' 

lh(' I'p\'i(!wing- stanel that had hel'l1 erectl,d on an 

airfield hanlstanc! neilr the "Charlie" strip, The 

('('remon," was cal'ried out ill th!' hiJ.rhcsl l1lilitm'y 

tradition with only a "slig-ht l'1Iin" tn mal' its 

perrection, 

:Sixty-lil'st Sealll't's, not adllllll~' \\'orking- 011 till' 

ail's( rip, Wl'!,(' engaged ill \'al'ious I!(!c('s:';ary jlroj­

P('ts O\'PI' til!' island, sudl as dOl'k l'onsll'ul'tion 

for I'T ilasl' ilnd genl'ral dl'i1inag'l', In passing', 

we would likl' ttl noll' that our wilter purification 

men "allk se\'(~ral well" in camp tlwt scr\'(~d f I' 

drinkill:,! \\'atl'1' as well a:, for 511 o \\'I.'I'S , This 

waleI' \\'as the dearesl and purest that we had 

t'1Il'Ollntcl'l,d ill the. Pa('ifk, It \\'a", ":0 tool that 

mHIl\' of the Illen, in jl!:'t. ("'lllplaillt'd that tlwy 

\\'ould han! l'II.i()~'ecl tal,ing' sho\\'el' baths. ir it 

\\'l't'ell't for havilll! to :wnlt' otr il'~' fi lm: and 

ieil'ies rl'Olll their bndil''', 

In till' e:1l'lr part ()f ,Jub', .-\clmiral Halse,\', 

Command )' Qf thc l'nited S.taLI!s Third F I t. 

(If whol11 \\'l' Wen' a )Ian, lIITi\-ed , escorted b~' 

:\[ill'hel l:llIl1he)'", III' ac!(h'l',;sl!d all the S a l > s 

on till' island in an inrormal 1!<lthe ring', 1)lst t! r~ 

aPf1(·;tI'l'd at Uw gatlll'l'ing- ill all I'IHIlIII'I' ,,1' attirl', 

Mlin dreel of • nlt;.e .illage at Blue Belch, Emir.u Island 
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-- --------------

Admir.1 Halsey pay. the Scobe.o • yi,it on Emir.u 1,I~nd; Commander W, W, Studded, formor 
bill Officer.in .Charge, in the right foreground, 

ralll!illg- fr"lll 1IIHk'n\"(~a\' ~hort~ to lil'e;;" whitl', 

'I'll(' ,\dlllil"al SI"'llll'd pll'aseli with what ht' RHW, 

II., illrO\"l1wd thl' nlt'n that 11t' was S!OillS! to II!'W 

ii..le!" ane! hoped thal WI' would jOill hilll ag-iiin, 

fartlll') ' liP till' lillI', His speech wa" l'I'I'OI 'e1c't! in 

a fl';tt or th(, (i I lit J:aUalioll b,\' qllotillg- a part of 

lIa],wy's ('ilalioll to the S('ah('(~", which :mid: 

"c;i\"c'n flllt,\'-four daYli ill which to hllild a Sll'if! 

alit! t'ulllplL'll' an llch'allt'l't! lJalif'. the (jJsl did lilt' 

.iob ill thi)'ty clars," 

~"\'I'I'al 0 f' Oil r oiii !"!:'.)''' , \\" h l!.11 as];:pd h.\" co ITI!­

spondl'nls, what (l lc Il1 the,\' Iwld fol' the ir ITl'WS, 

replied thal all Illt'!1 had shuwlI intel'l'st and dl'­

\'otiOll to tlwir .iob~ a:; \H'1l as 1(I,ntlt~· to tIl(' lilst 

alld Jlatrioli;;111 to tlwir C'()Ulltl'r, The" Illl'll h:J\"(~ 

PI'()\'('1l thl'JlI :eh't's to he tops ill e\' I'.\" lasl, they 

han' 1I11I1(,l'talwl1 to do , 

sar~' for HII at!\"alll'('ci balil' OIl till! Emirall J:;Ianel, 

tilt' Ii 1st,,),:; O('c'upied t1w.I1\"e1n's h~' all L~xt(!ll;;i\'(' 

"1)OI'ls prog-I'am alld the I')'l'alioll of SUlI\'t'1l i 1':; 

f)'olll thl' nati\' hardwoods , ~('\'e)'al m<'n went 

inln boat huilding" Oil a IHI'S!l' sen l but IIt'\',')' had 

tilll!' \0 finish lhe pl'oj " leli t1w~' ,<1l'tcd, III ,Iul~' 

lhe elllil'!' gattaliull ellg-ag-l't1 ill rille, cal'bill,\ and 

IlIal'ililw gun pl'adi('L' on tIll' I'ifh' ran~e 1'01' a 

pel'iot! of lhl'l.'(' days , T~'JliL-al of Sea"!: ' , l1Iuch 
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1l10I1e~- chan).!'ed hand::; a" tho re~llit of bet", made 

on theiJ' indi\'iduallJl 'o\\"('S~, 

The (,l)IJ11l1I1ndl'r in j'ol'l1wc! the Battalion that 

thc,\.' were due 1'01' another mo\'(' and thereupon 

dispalt-hed an officer alld sen.'ral mell to InCal(! 

aile! St'tUI"l' a l'arnp ~ite 1'01' the Battalion in thl' 

RllSs('lIli, 

,Tttl~' I R, til(' Libert,\' Ship, .lliill111;lI , A K-!II. 

Cll'l'i\'cd in Hamburg Bay neal' ('apc Tit't,il'ni<, 

I-'nl' thc next :'l'H'I'al dH~'S, l'lJlIipmcllt and gem' 

for tilt' (1 I st \\'pre loaded uuoarll th<' ship, and on 

the ll1ol'l1inj! of the ~Oth the men \\'l'nt aboard, 

TIle ~hi)1 j!ot lInr1t!l'\\'a~' at 1 ~ 5, and aftel' an 

lIn('\'cntrlll \'oy11lrc, lllTi\'ed in tlw RllSS~ll I"land" 

C4Y~ .t bas. of cliff .t the end of the Emi,.u Airstrip 
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II('J'(~ we were baek in the Solol11on Islan(b, bllt 

this tilll(' we \\"el"l~ on Dallilw bland in:-;tl'ad or 

I ;uadakanal. Standing on the beae'hes of Danika, 

we could :-;ec the great l11()unbtin Iwaks of 0111' tll'st 

o\'('rse~a:-; home I'e~aring their ugl~' hemls ahoye tlH' 

haze, IJanilw Island \\'as one or the main hast',.. 

(If the nusi'dls J.rI'OIIJl alld dirrel'l~r11ittl<' fl'O\l1 C;UH­

dakanal /lOw!" thall hil\'ing fC\\'('r ami smaller 

IlH,ulltains, 

View 01 Banika "Iand, 

\\' 1.' founel, and to OUI' gTl'al <lnJa~e'\IICllt, a q~I',\' 

ft'\\' work projptts to \)(' dOll!' here, \\'e \\"('\'(, told 

that tlJi:-; was a ,:(aging ha:-;e for fo)'\\" <I 1'1\ I11CW(!­

nll'nts , At that timL' \n' didn't know when' ollr 

next mO\'e would b' hut we could \teat' the 1'11111­

iJh· of a hClilillg pot of innlsioll, Oll iecl';; alld 1IIl'1I 

alike' tnoli: ad\"lllltaJ!1' or Uli" lull in ;\C'ti\'iti S to 

L'llJrage ill an all-nlll l'c\ue'ationa] and athlNiJ: J)i'Il­

g-I'am, Clas,:,,!" W ' I' held in ('IlUI'SCS ranging- rl'oll\ 

Russell hl. nd., D,S. 1. 
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Compdny olliee in "Enli.ted Men's Country," Ru".11 Island. 

MaUll'llIatic;; to .TapalH'S(', Fift~' IWI' ('l'ni of the 

Pl'I'SOlllWI tool, til :;t ' ad in' ('lass ('ourse", XI'''' 

nwn Wl'!'l' g-in'n experil'lu'l'c! t.l'aining' ill the op(' ra­

Cion of 11l'a\ ' ~' cqllipment. For illl' first time, an 

i llll'I'-t:lI111paHr spol'b; 11I'lIg'l'alll was i II trod un'rI, 

I:oll::;i"ling- of soft hall. n.llf'yhllll, alld hadmillton, 

Alt.hotl)!h 1\'(' had no sp('I'ilk \\'ol'k projf'ds as­

signcd to us Oll Uanika Island, tI\I' follo\\'ill)! 111'­

tails \\'I'rl' t:l IlTieli oul : 

I'id,illgo IIJl anti gouardinJ,! pipI' from till' l''f' 

Ualle; layin:,! 111'1\' pipe lillCs alld illlltall.illg' 11IllllpS 

to lll'W \\'aler pool: transporting' pat ,il'nls f1'01l1 

ships Lo hospitals: loading matl'rial aboard ships 

1'01' th!' J1lo\'('I11l'lIl of till ' Fil':<t ,\Iarilll's , l.oaliinJ,! 

dl'tail:< rill' Cr,-1'al',: g'lIanling- lht' 7:>th :->I'alll'(, 

Call1p: th e diSlllanlling' of tilt' J7th S p ' ial . ' ; ­

l'l'PS goall e,I' : In:<talling' a ramp a s s m l,lr !In a 

bargp at 1'..\)): dislllantling' the 7:> t h 1111',' h all : 

huilclilll! dl~l'k:< 1'01' ('ommiSsal ',I' lI'arclJll Il as at 

Ba,,;1' FOil 1' , 

Sl'plpl\llwl' :!x, l.!J II, lI'as llw da~' t1lat the Ii I sl 

Sl'ahl'l's \'oardl,d the { ",S,S, Sf/hi/.' and thl' 1',S,S, 

('(I,",~if)lJt'i,' f(ll' t h ii' ll10st important rl<'stillatioll 

of all their l'O,nl)! '--: , 110\\,1'\"('1', thl',I' \\,,'1'1' to Ill ' k( ' 

, "1' \'1'1'<11 stops I'n 1'I1IIl(', Thl.' 1I1l'1I ha rl 110 in k li ng', 

al thl' t.ill1l'. Ihat it was to hI' olh e r' ti ta n OIH~ o f 

f(jrlll ~I ' routille lalll,,;, The \\'ork or pa('i;ill J!. 

('r:llin)!, and loadillg- tlw ship", \l'as dOli ' by th" 

Ii lsI. \\'hl'lI all thl' pl'l'-c ml':II'i;alillll 1:I"k, ' \ " '1'(1 

1'(llllplL'lI'd, all 1H'l'solllwl slllllllden',1 t1w il' (lileks, 
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g-I':lbl,ed their weapon", and hoarded ~hi!l ' Berth:; 

Iwn' a:;si~lI('d to all but. a rew l11('n, who had to 

,,/t'ep on del'l,;. on eot;;, The qUal't!:'!',.; ahoard, and 

ill illt' hold, Il'Ne usnall.\' dean: in fad, some of 

lhl' Illl'll Sl'l'll1ed to think that thl're 11';\:; l'ntil'\'I~' 

tou Illlwh to tlwt '\:lean, SI\'l:l'!l clOWIl ron' and 

aft" sturr to allO\I' thelll a good long game of 

e<trds topside, Eaeh time the,l' I\'()uld g'('t s('ttled 

in mIP "llot a hose erell' \\'ould start a field da,l', 

Faciliiil's for hathing'. II'a.'dlillg-, and shm'in!! l\'l're 

till' bl'",t IH! had l'1l('ounkn'd ahoard an.\' shill up 

to that tillie, For llIen s\Y(·llering: t.oll",ide all day 

Inn)!'. tlll' fl'('sh w,ltel' shower lll'Ol'L'rl to he the 

g I'('a t a It mel ion , 

Spptpml)('I' ~!) at SUnul), In! 11Oistt'd allthor ,IIHI 

pulled out to sea, Eut onl.\' for a fell' houl's that 

rla~', Til is short Il'.l~' of nu!' .i ou rne~' was not 

without intere,,:t, Wt' passed till' famed Sm'o 

Island Irh\~l'<' so IlIHIl,I' wi\rshills, both or the 

{'nitI'd Statl'1' and ,Japall, had been ..-unk in I'ari­

(HI" SNl battks around it. It was also hOllle of 

till' most famous. Iwad hunters ill tIll' SQlomon:<, 

AIt.hollJ,.dl it iSII't !Jal'ti(,lllarl~' larg:L', IHlI'inj! ,Ill 

allproximate area of thirt~' squHre mile", Sm'o 

Island Ita,.; thl' largest lIatin' population per 

square mile of <1 n,I' island ill the 8010nlOns, Its 

J.!cneral appt ' Hrall('(~ i.s I'otllld with sl'H'ral :<lIgal'­

loar w'nk" on it. 

l'poll arril'inj,!' a t 'l'lllag-i Hal'bOl', a viell' of 

Florida 1"land l<!to\l'('() liS SO Ill<' or till' tOIl g-h " t 

"omcers' Country," Banika, Russell Island., 
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61d SCdbcc, ,wimming and fi,hing pier, Banik. , Russ.1I 1,ldnd, 

terrain \\,1' had sel'n to dah-, Hl'g-arcllt,ss or L111' 

I'al't that Ih!'rl! an! 110 higjJ lIlountains around 

TlIlagi, il was l-asily IIlldl'l'sl.ood why that pal'­

I il.'llla I' al'l~a wasll't hl'a\'ily pOIJulatNI. As fa I' 

a~ t1w f're could S~t'. I.hen~ \\rel'P ~erip~ or low 

('I'aggy hilb, hel \H'ell \\'11 it'h tlll'l'l' \\' l~rl' Ito \'al­

le~'s or all.\' aPlll'l'l'iahh- size, Also, till' jUIIg'h­

was I'xtrl~nlL'ly 1ll'a\T and eOllstan!ly shl'lIuci(,11 

\\'ith lII i land )';lill!'l, 

La~'inJ.!' o\'PI'nig'hl ill Tula:.6, We saik-d w{'stwal"! 

lowards (;uadakanal. a 1'\('1' a falsI' start sl'\'I-nll 

hours !'HI'Ii('r, l\at ul'ally, Wl' \\'(,1'1' all sonw\\'lIat 

Ill,nit i lil'd as to wh.\' w{' shollid stop at till' "('H­

nal." S(,lIt,tlt-llIIlI, wm, SOOIl 11111 Ihat ther(' had 

lll'l'n a l'hallg(' in our ol'ders and \\'l- Wl'l'l' to pil'l;: 

U)I nl'\\' sailin,!.!' ordl'l's a\ 1.1InJ,m Ili.'al'h, (;uadal­

('anal. Thlls. on tl\(' lIIol'nin;,!, Id' Sl-pt 011> r ::0, 

and an -I' ~ \'I'ral hOlil's' sailill~', \\'c I'l'al;hc I 

Lung-a l!t-al'h, alld oncl' al!ain \ 'il'\\'ed th · lorly 

)Jeal,s tow('l'ing aho\'t' tl1l' ('Iollrb 0\'1'1' falllilial' 

1I'ITain whil'h \\'t' f It 10 Ill' IWIIlL' ;.t't'f1unrb, Ye,' , 

WI' W("}'l' 0111'(, a).!'ain \'il'\\' in,!.!' 0111' IiI'S! Is land X, 

whl' rl' WL' sill-nl mol' than \1'11 mOll t lls In ',)::, 

This sln))o\'l'1' la"tl.'d 111,'('(, da,n;. and Oil 

~, J ~t I L WL' hoi,;t 'CJ andlOl', sailillg- away f ' I1l 

(:u:ltlaJ..allal. IIl1dl'r a hrighl moon, OUI' (' 1lI1':l 

look 11:< IJ~· Sa\'o 1,;land 011('(' a;.:-aill. aft c l' whil-i1 

\\'t- saih'(] aro ul1d till' SOllt11l'1'11 PI HI ot' :-.anl! Y 'a­

1",1 anri headlTd l1oltll"a..:.t into till' 01,,'11 ~ i l. 
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AnI:' I' M'\'crlll f];IYS or sailing- withollt a I;lncl­

ri';l'. \ll' ,..;jg-hted Emirall ofr the starhoa 1'(1 bow 

dlll'in~ tltl' earl~' huurs of Octoher 11, IJllt we 

didn't pa illSI:' the)'e, \\" t:' :-:lcanH~d the north wcst 

('0111'''0 for several hOllrs, as new :<hips ll'aill'd into 

ollr ('nll\'()~'. and then tllrned dill' west, lIo)'th of 

:'Ila:'s,l\I l.~lalld. alld :-laileo at mOol'rate specd until 

l!<lrI,V the Ill'xl IlIOl'nin),!' wl!l'n a I\('W land f;tll \\'as 

ill • iltht. Ii was the Adllliralt~' Islanll,;, 

Th(' hal'hol' ilrl'a or :'Ilanll:' lslalld. ill thl' Ad­

mil'alli('s, was tiJl('d wilh P\'l'I ',\' l~'Jl(' of warship 

anel illlXili;II',\', TIll'I'l' Were mon' :-:hips there than 

\\' l' had, on :)' sI.'<-'n in al\~' Olll' Ineat.ion Iw)'elofol'l', 

AllhollJdl \\'e hac!J,'t been told olli('iall~'. \H' knew 

that we h<lcl become a part of that giant ;\I'lJlada 

that \\'M; to illnlcle the Philippinc Island,;, All 

the JlI('1I lined the I'ails in diseus~;ion of nll'iou:-l 

l~'pes of ships slll'olinding tiwil' own. The ,"CIT 

ail' thl',\' hreatiwcl seemed chal'ged with the shock 

of eXilcdllll(,~' for new bccwhhracl,;, On Odobel' 

D. I i b('rt~· part il';; boa \'lIed barge a nd \\'l'nt ashulT' 

to LilJl'l't~' Islancl. Thi~ island was part iall~' man­

made: a Scal'e(' ealtalion harl <Ired/! d UJI h;\I'))ol' 

bottoll\ to ('nlan!l' a small. ;;lInd,\' i:iland that stoucl 

oll'-s\iore from jlanll~, This island container! all 

trIll'S of re('l'eational equipnwnt alld athleti(' lields, 

pa.lu 1.1••d , 011 Manus hland. in the Admiralty hland, 
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61st Sea bees' shoro party r~turnjn9 to their ship in the Admiral t ies 

DI.:('r was alslI Illad(, H\'ailahl" ill slIl1ki!'llt <llIall! i­ wall of fnl'bociilll!" 1"1 i 11"", "\" if "OPH' f! d had 

t iI'S III satisr~' tlw nWII, and III1c1er thl' Iwat of tl1l' !lllll!'d th(' tah of it g-iant :r.ip)JI'I', ;1 h;II'hor I'lltmlln' 

Slln, Illany III' thelll had t111'il' top v;allllnts lufrinj.!" a\lp<!ul'l' (L \\-... klw\"\" \\'(' had I' •..1<:,h 'd ;\\'\\' (;uilll'a, 

io lila rhoal'd, altholll!h \\'l' knC'\\' lIf1t wherl', ,-\:: \\'1' l'fllIllflt'd a 

Tlw cia,\'s Sl'L'nll'd to e1l'l1g-, as we la~' at a1w!lor I'TIc l,y ]lOillt, Hllothl'l' j.!I'l'at al'mada IIll't 0111 ' I ',\'(,S, 

ill the Aelillintitil':< , QUI' ill1patiL'lIl'P to !!l'l on \\'1' :<0011 1,,;11'11(·1\ that \\"e had 1"L';\I'llI'd H"J1alldia, 

with il and 10 11(',<:111'(' a Ill'\\' IW<ll"hlwad g-I'('W by Xdlll'I'land" l\i'\\, (;lIillf,'a, and \\"1'1'1.' all("II"" 'l'd ill 

till' hOlll', Aftl'l' what sl!l'lIll'd ('entllril's, 0111' ship Jlumholdt gaai, This hal'l II)]' \\"a:: 'Iuill' pie­

Iirtl·d its hook ant! steallll'd out to spa about 171H) tun-s,!III' \\"ith its 1"('(1 tilt-d (" it ,\' , h i~h l110llntain 

011 (klob!'I' I::, 1!) II. 'I'll!' llext morllillg- \\"t' \\'e I"! , peal,s alld ('III1'l'ahl-"lI1oolh /;lg'O(HlR, 

:<1I1")J1'ised tn lind tlial \n' Iwld a forward positioll OI'l.1I1.1l'r I~, as \\'1' I ·ft Hollallriia at 0;J:111 in a 

in a lal'j.!l' ("IJI1\'O~ ' hOllnd Ihlt' \\'Cst. OthL'1' thall lan,re ("Ollnl,\', COl1lmalldl'!" J:o\\"Kel' i,,~ lI'd a , hip­

ilill' slH'l"ulatioll ;1I1HlIlj.f thl' IIlt'n, 110 IIII(O\\"iIl'd ill­ hoarcl 111'\\''; hllll!'t ill, ;\II II flll IIl'i II)!' th -, Philippill S 

I' illl'1I ts O( 'I'IIITI '( I. "" 0111" cll'sUnatioll, On til ' :!Ot!J \\"(, I" ,·ct' i\"(.'d 

III till' "ill'],\' dawlI hflur" or Odohl'1' 1;;, I!Jll. II('\\"S fir iii',,' AIIll'I'il"all lalllll'hillg, 011 O("tllb ' I ' 

a Ill'\\" lalld I'isl' Wa:< :<igi1!('d, and a" \\"1' (h'e\\' ,),) <lmllllmitioll alii I ratioll;'; \\' 'I'" POl:; ' d <.lilt 1 

IIl'al' iL. a shol"<' of "IIj.!j.!l'd mi"iy IlI'ak:<, \\'hos(' all 1111'11 alld addi ti nal "hol:< wC'n' )!in:n h~' ti ll' 

shol"l'-sidl's had hl'l'll sl"ll'ul'~d by tim(', rOl'IlH'd it Illt'ciit:al (kpal'tnll'ltl. 
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011 the lIig-ht of CkLober ~: :. 1!'11. the (H~t 

Dattal inn al'l'i \'l·d in Lt.',\'te (; till', IIl:'a1' Taeloban, 

ill Ihe Philippilw Ishmd", and \\'hilc anchored 011'­

.;hol'l' \\'l~ walt-hed Anwrir'an planes di\'I:'-hornb 

,JapaJH'sc bea('h positions : dr'stl'oyel's alld cruise!''' 

shell inland positions and our I.runs shoot do\\'n 

mal'1\\Iding- .Japanesl' ail'('raft. The!'e Wl\;;n't a 

lIaylig-ht hOllr while at andwr oIl' Le~' te Island. 

Ihat we \\'('I'('n't elJITag-l'd in ill'tiOI) agaillst air at­

ta('I, s , 

For 11ll' next few cIay;;, the (n ",t el\g'agwl ill 

ullloadin!!, '1'111' lilst Sc>ahl'l?s han' till' di",tindir'lI 

of Iwi II/! the li1'st ('om pldl' :\a nil ('l)lIst i'lH't illn 

hattaliol\ to lalld on the Philippines, \\"ith"tanc!­

inl! the hombing raid" on shippin~ :Inri the straf­

ing while nH)\'ing illiand, the ()l s t J'l'achud Uleil' 

plotted camp s itl' near a fornll'l' .Jap air strip, 

Roads wen' ('lit out or a ",ell or mild, alld t he 

stl'eam of supplies s(·\.mwd ('JlClIes" as tlw,\' rolled 

fl'om the bCHch to Olll' {'amp, A few nWII wl'r" Ir·n 

LST'. during the bl.l'. ;nv..ion of Loylo loI.nd, pn;l ;pp;ne., n~.r D, Day 
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A movement of 61,t oquipment on 

:Ilooanl~hip to do ste\'cdorillf.! oil :Irlllllld-tlll'-elo('k 

sdll'tililes, \\'inehmc n, hatch hosses, and till' 

sL \',-clon's kl'pt till' illlportant Ii i'ts J!oilll! O\"l'1' 

til!' ~id(', c'I'cn tholl~h ,Jap homhs lI"el'(~ lalldillj.! ill 

titl' irllnwciiatl' \'i('iJlit~" 

Sl'\'el';\1 of' our nWIl II"crt' l'l'PI)I'tc'd as "missillg''' 

dlW to till' ,hl)latH'SP t'onJllHt adioll, Others W('\,(' 

11ll'11l'cI ill as "wounded," FOl'tullatl'ly, 1l0lll' of 

tit!' (iIst!'!';; w('rt' l,ilh~d ill at'linll, 

Our ('amp sill' was loeat('cI 1111 the soutlll':tst('I'n 

(,lid of the Japalll'sl' airfield, TIll' airlh']d itsdf 

1';\11 thl'ollg'h tlte midclle II( it riel' \ul(ld,\', Xatul'­

all~' Wi' l'ouldll't pitt'll OUI' t('llls ()Il the airstrip. 

alld, as a ('onsc'qU('llc'C', lilli' Ill'\\" (,;1I1\'as hOllW;; 

st radclll'd lI1ucl lhat \\"as iml'(, dc'!'Il, alld ill S()Ill!' 

,';I;;('S, houscd quid, limpid pools ot' ('11'111' wah'r, 

The Spa\' (! took old till ('ails alld S('t till' lpg's 

of thpil' (,lib Oil top of them to g'd abo\'(' the lI'atl'I' 

the Leyte Inv ••ion be.ch, n.dr Ould9 

lilH', DUl'ill!! thl.' ,'al'l,\' da.";; of 0111' "llI'al1lp01 ilL. 

\1'(' lholl;,dlt tilt' \I'at!'r would I'l'l'C'clC', bllt 111:1' 

\I'islws \I'c'I'l' cllllIlllC'cI ,,~' a 1';1 ill fall p t' ~:l indIes ill 

:!Ii da~';;, 'I'll!' nWll atlL'lllptc'c\ til dig' r )xhn lc' lout 

fuulld t hat th!',I' tillecl \I' itlt wate.r ; ~ nd \» 'am 

:<lI'illlllling' \lools for fro)!;; , Tltll ,"; , till' ing-l'llllit." 

of till' (ibt 11'<1:' taxc'd, the r!'~ltll hl'illg' ,:allrlh( g 

I'l'\'l'lnll'llts allu\'c' g'I'OlillCl. X('\'t'l'th d~';:s , ill th · 

Iwdit' IllOlllents Cor ,JapallC':<l' ail' <IlIad,s l'lall~' a 

PCI'!'!'('! :;II'<1n-din' lI'a;; madp inlo \I'at I,-ti llen 

rClxittl\t,,-, In fad, til!' mC'1l \\' (,1'1' not til!' a:t hit 

I..'hoo~c',\' in theil' sl'lC'l,t iOIl of pl'ol 't ioll, :"C\'cra l 

ntl'll ('\'C'll C\il'l'ci ll11lit'1' a watC'l' hull'alo, Anoth ' l' 

jUlllIWc\ into a dl'ainag:(' ditt'h anc! :prall' l d fla l 

nn his stol1lac'lt atop a rail' ~iz <I IiZ:1\ 'r1 , Th 

lizard \I' ig l!lt,c! fUl'ioll,.;!.", Inlt thl' mall nen 'l" 

11l0\'C'cl. A l'tl'l' ;donut tell minlliC',.; or h i ' lit ' 

:-;(,0111('(' l'xda imcd, .. Kc opp qlli(t. ,\' (l U dam n '(1 l iz­

.... 




anI: do ~'()l\ w;tnt to ~et liS both shot '?" Another 

chap dO\'C' i lito the l'lIl\'crt pipc ;tnd, aftcr till' 

!"Hid wu,; on!r. it took thrce I1wn to haul him (jUt. 

but ~' ards of skin \\'t'I'I' lost, 

It ran lw tl'llthfull~' said tlwl tlte few months 

or ollr Philippine ill\'atioll wen' wl'lI watcred, 

S(l1111' lllen l:alled it the " Slime and l;rime" cam-

paij!'n, No man, rl'g-.o'dless or hO\\' many pair,; 

of shul's Ill' had, had hi s I't.'d d I'~' for mOl'e than a 

lin'-minlltt- pcriod }wr e!H~', Thl'uugh all this 

slu$h, the lilsl I:attalioll elldured till' mosl desper­

ale ail' aHa!'ks the ,Japalll'Se ('ould mustl' l', The 

ll1('n went Ihl'OUj..dl hl'll w ith a ndm rortitude that 

rould han' ollb' bn'll maintailled uy h;u'dcnC'd 

\'('[eraIlS, MeHllwhile the wor), wenl Oil , _"en 

ac eel as \'isllal air-raid spotters and e!lIrinJ.,t' at­

tarl" lhe ('onstnl<'tioll ml'lI only took ('O\'er whl'n 

,Japanl',;e p i;llH'S ilctuall~ OlPPl'ill't' I\ IlH'rlH'acl ancl, 

as soon as they passcd on~r, reslImed theil' jobs, 

Each new da~' seemed a repetition of tll(> one 

prt'\' iOllil, Build HIle! fiJ..t'llt, build ane! lil,rht H)!aill, 

lind this ritnul \l'a,; IW\'Cl' alt('\'ed, 

As if \n~ hadn't ~ndul'ed enoul!h, in these early 

da~'s , Olll' cam p site \\'as \'i ::;itccl uy a bit of II 

hl'!!L'..:e , a Philippine T~'pho()n, Yes, \\'e 6lst Sea­

bees l(l~ t till' su'ugg-1c with that brel'..:e, It mildlt 

han! heen said. that a Seahec had on!:!! "ought 

re fllge within , 01' behind. yards ami YHrds Dr 

,;h t:' I! I' ean\'as when threatened by l'apl'itiOllS 

hl'l'CZl'S dancinl! about in damp ahandon, But 

not so this time, TIlt! men s[lI'nt it hewildering; 

night under Ilattcned tents, Anel' lweh'e or :;0 

houl's of this lind after thl' SUII had riscn, the 

men \'iewed the sig-ht of tl'nts detlated li k ' II 

ne\\'I~' rcnlO\'d pail' of spinstcl" s hi00 II H,'/',; , It 

was all l'xperielll'l' ne\'t~ r to he fnl'!rottpII and lert 

Ruin. of tho Oul09 Church, Leyl. 1.land., p, I. 
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Ruin. 01 the Dula9 Municipal School, Leyle 1.I.nd, p, I. 

Ih(, nlPI1 wilh tIl(' thollght, "A :;trolll! rope is 

IlI,tlpl' thall a IIIl'I'P ),titdl." 

'1'111' da~' 01' Den .'mllel' (), 1!III, ill'),ran as Hil ke 

da.,' 1'01' a ('hang'!', Kot 100 mlll'h I'ain 01' too 

IIIl1ch SlIll. "\11 lllH ','('ntful e);I~' IIntil 1700, ",hell 

all ail' raie l sig'nal was 1'011 IHlt'd , \Vithill a few 

Illilltllvs, larg.! nig-hls lit'\\' ()\'I~I 'head with all 

Anll'l'i.'all g'un,,; takillg' pot shots at them, Xol 

nllll'lI Iii'" was throwlI till from our al'ca, as most 

or OUI' allli-ail' Tart protection had hel'1I with­

d ra \\' II ,,;cH'l'al dars bl'fol'l', \Vl' l'onld n't ullrler­

slane! the ob,kl't oj" the ,Tapallese plan('s, hut with 

till' aIlpP<lraIH'(' or lal')!(! flights or low-lI,\'illj.! ,Japa­

IIt.'S(' t ra ns pons on'rhl!;ul, hUlldrl'r!s 01' .JaII p;)ra­

t l'OOpl'!''; hailpc\ oul. Th"ir pa1'<lchlltl's looked 

o!'an!!.. ill the' !laming' lij.!ht u1' tl1l' SI1I1St'1. Thl' 

l)1st Seabc('s, upon "i('\\'illg' this sig'h1. j.!nl bed 

Lh e i I' :,(lIns and took up pl'l'itnC't cr defense posi­

t ions with litrhtninj.!-likl' speed that would h:\ 't! 

heen the ell"," of an." assLlult troop", Th er e was 

little 01' no ('onl'lIsinll , [t IWl'Ilme appan'nt tQ all 

that till! ohjl'ctin>s of tIll' ,Jap paratl'oo)wrs W to!l' t': 

till' tilst ('am)) sitl', and its I'quipmcnt.. he airli .It!, 

and tIll' plaIR'S lind allllllullition dU111I)S, Tllis \\,it :' 

latcl' \'l'l'ifieci lJ~' maps takl'n from the hodies of 

thl' ,Japs, The (il st: ~ .ahl'Qs took to thi:, a ' tiOIl 

likL' "clcrans, lind f(1\' sC\'l'ntr-t \\'0 hOl1l'S, or unti l 

ap)ll'l)ximatel,\' :;,')0 .Taps wcr(' Jlol'1;:cLed and di;;­

posed or, the 1I1ell kpIlt 011 till! firing' linl!, Thel'f: 

WI'I"" 11Ian,\' illfli"idual and ('nllt'din' ads or h 1'(1­

iSlll, ,Judgillg' from lh(, lIumhl!r or J a pa n -' 

bmlil'H ill t h .. arpa, ~l'al>c marl, small h ip WIl,' 

IJUik )!'oQd, 
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Doclor Sidnoy Barman, MG, Senior Medi~al Ofli~.r of tho 61", 
danding in a typi~al camp .treel on Leyle, p, I. 

Ttl sa,\" till' Ii Ist look :Icl\'antagl' or tlll' cmIJal'­ ram:.\" shirts, handker("hi fs , pillow easC! . and hula 

I'a:;);ill~ ch,rl'al or till' ,Japan!'sl' paratroopers is lo skirt:;, till' lalter IJc ing lI1ade rrom thp e!Jute rip­

pul it lllilcJl~' , Pal'ac'lIl1l es and othel ' ('quilllnl'lll eOl'ds, 

thilL the ,1:I]lal1l'I':; aiJanclOlwcJ \\"en,' ';(lon Hl"quircd This paratl"oop m'tion ill\'ol\'l'd Illall~' amusing' 

II~' lh,' ('Ill<-rprisilll! HI'I'S, E\' ich' Ill"('s of lhese ilwic\PlIls of hllmall inli' l"est, I'I'uiJalJiy thl' most 

SlIu\'l'nir:; \\'I'l'l' ';('('11 ';11111\ arh!)' in both lhe 1Tltilpd oulstnnding \\'as tl1l' harboring :Iml lll"lItcl'lion of 

Stat.. s and ill ('Hmp h.\" su('h items ,IS silk d}'csses, Filipillo <.:i\'ilialls, At lIllt' time the Seahees were 
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Drums of bid gOiolinc dumped . 1 J.p~nc.e r••elmenl. l eyle. ~, I. 

doi ng a little s:rI 'ilSf; utti nR with tOTlll11,V g uns allel 

<I~ olle chap ;ve iled, "Tull~'ho:' thl'ee li'ilipin g irls 

(lopped out or the his:rh g ra s=<, The h~lI iger nt 

eah > '8 \'oei rerollsl~' herat d onC' <Inothel' 1'01' not 

knowing the differ lice bcLwl'cn prelty 1· ilipino 

gi rl s and .Tap,~ , .-'\nothcr inl'id(ml: invuh'cd sm'eral 

1l ' ''s, who had 100ll'ly \'iJ.dls at pl'l' ill1ctel' outposts 

neill' a (,I'eck aftI'I' Illlunting their earC:HIiSOS in 

llit' llIyriad of [,I'i(~ sounds in the night, on~' ex­

daimcd, "J clon't mind fighting .Taps. Ullt I would 

han! III'p/'el'l'cd s"lItlling twin-enJ,!'inc f"ogs that 

fI;ltr()IL~d the el'l!ek," Another !:)eahct' outpost 

g'WlI'(j was I'elit'n'd 1'1'1.1111 H pural'd wah·h amI 

slumpeil to tlH.' nlllllely bottom of' the /'oxhole . 

SlulI't1,\' thel'eafteJ' hI'. heal'd H "plop," As he 

hu wlcd out his mat ' fot' toss ing rocks at. him 

w hil e l'eUdl ing '1'01' th nlleged stone. he waS hor­

ri fi ed to lind that it WM 11 Jap g'l'cnac!e, _ ced­

Ie,;::; to n', h' tOQslWd it out and hit the deck, 

\\' llI'n th ~ (j ls t Bnttalion t uok pnrt in the Ci\ l'!~' 

~tag of the Le~'lc opel'ation, it had it \\"11 c:i ­

\'i lian la bol' g nlup of P ili J)i llo 111 ' 11 anel hoy, of 

all ages, Some! two hum!r rl men wcrt' h iI' d by 

lhe (j l ' l. Ther werc ell''- cd in YRl' iotl , 11011­

des!.:ript 611 pa l'c1, slich a::; .'ack cloth e1UIlg:;,11' ~Illd 

homespull hemp outfit:<. Tlwil' hal. ' weI" r e\' J'y­

th ing 1'1'0111 eh inc s ll'a \\' to jalln ly G I toppcr.:. 

Thl'Sl! Filillilws 'c~m d overjoyed tl) \\'ol'l, for lI". 

ane! (!\,(~IT lllorllin A' and c\"eni llg olle could eo 

Uwm Iinl'cl IIJl al the civi lian lauoI' olli!.: 'et liP 

by till' llattalioll, Th S I!i \' ilitln:; w~rc picked Ul l 

in thei r " ilIages by Ballllli oll tmel,. and ul'llughl 

to \\'ol'k each mOl'ning, Theil' wOl'k 'o \l "isl d nf 

,wl'Ling g n\\' I /'0" till.: air .;t I'i P. ('U tt iIIg dow n 

hush 'f! a nd g ra"s. unload ing ):;u pplics. and olhel' 

millol' jobs to relie\'e impol'tant ~ eabe wor ker 

for major lasks, The fi rst p<I,\'day round lhe d­
vi Ii II 1\:; lined 1I p a t lhe d i ' hll l">. in r oll ice l ' paid 
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fol' their wor], in the new Filipino \"ieto)'~- cur­

I'ell('~', Th e wag-c ~c:alC' J'un in accordance to lhe 

skill oj' Ow \'"ol'kel', top w<Ige beillg two pesos and 

tWt'lIt ,' "-lin! eentaHIS , Ordillar~' labot'cl's I'eeein'd 

Oil(' pe!<o alld t\\'l'lJt~'-n\'e Ct!llta\'os, )Iany Sea­

hl'('~ had theil' laundry clone lW ci\'ilians anrl were 

:l1ll<lZI,r! Wh l ~1I it waf; returned to them n iceiy 

PI 'I'~f;I'cl, It did sel'lll unllsual to see a G1 stroll 

IlOnl'halantl." down 11 nllldcl~· (,Ol1lpHnr street with 

a l'awl'-cdg-l,d l'l'ea ;';e ill his dung-al'cl's, Yeah, ill 

fad, it WHS quitl' a sig-ht! 

('ontl'lll',\' 10 all previous amphibious lallc!ings 

mad, h~' tilt! lil>:1 S('ahl~es, we were assignel! to 

\\'0)'1.. J'l'l!ularl,r ",ith the Annr and its eng-incl')'s, 

11(']' ,toron' all opel'at ions had hl~cn C'iIl'l'iccI out ill 

l'onjullctiol1 with the 1Tnitcrl Stall's 2II<Il'illl' Corps, 

1I0\\'('\'er. this ussig-nment with the' Army on 

LI',\'tl' '\'<lS 1'0)' ollly the lil'st part of OUI' star ill 

the Philippille InYllsion, Seabee:; and so! d i 'S 

worked side-hr-sidt·, ha1tling tIll' mud, in the 

const)'ul'tion of and rcconn;!J'sion of .Japan ~,e ail'­

tieldf< for Olll' airplanes, In lhi,; connc<:tion, Lt, 

Col. )1. S ,. \Yebb alld ('apt. )kCall 01' the (ith 

l-ni ted States _-\I'IllY were quartered in our camp 

to ad as liaiiion OIlil'l'I'" , 

Dulag "'as Olll' ~wap0l't for incoming supplies 

and llIaiel'inls. illld ollr ('limp was sonw "e\'enteen 

kilom(~te l's ill land 1'1'0111 that port. \\-hl:.'l1 we first 

ill\'adl:.'d tile beaehcs at Duhlg', the municipall'chool 

building', all old Spalli!<h (,hu)'('h, and the l11<1jol'it~' 

of thl' honws had heen I~\'el\.'d b~ ' lIa\,<ll s 'lwlling 

and (1(.' I' ii i] hom)l<\ r<1nwllts of the American Fleet. 

E\'cl',\,thing- \\'a:; I'lish-I'u:;h as we CHill\.' ashore, 

Filipino d\'ilians s tood ",iell' (~y('e1 as till',\' watc'heel 

thc mig-hl of Amel'i('an <11'111" pOI\l'ilig- inland, 

\\,h(~Jw,'C l' po,'sihle, the Filipino,: i l, i led 011 ht~aeh 

Filipino family, their carabao and hom. nedr the 61<1 Cdmp on Ley'" 
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Interior of typicdl Filipino hom" on lcytc Isldnd 

opl'ralJOII~, allr1 a~ 11·1.' pLl~lll'd inlalld, 1111 '11, II'OIllI'II, 

Ollll! (' hilcln'lI lilll'd alon)! thl' paLh, holding' 1Ij1 tWII 

tillg-er~ ill .! l'i"tor,I' ~i;!11 alld ~'l'lIing· at tht' ~I'a­

hee", "\,idol'r," TIll' ()1I1~' di,.;,'onlallt f('atlll'p ill 

Lhis tn'k \\'a~ the jll'eSl'lI"l' of dt'ad ,Jap IJOdil'~ and 

th" PlIIlg','lIt ndOl'S that \\'t'llt with lIwm, It is 

('lit i I'elr p()~si bl" Ihat till' 1I0Ill'halall(,1' II i~Jllarl'd 

I,~' the S('aiJl'l'S ill i.!!II01'illg' Hw .JllpalleSC rh'ad 

would ";"('Ill hanl alld thiel,-sl,illlll.'d 10 Stal('sidcl''';, 

Th.. tl'ut.h or Lh,' Illatt,,], \\,<1"; thaI th,~ S C'ahcl's had 

I1l'iUll'1' till' linl!' 1101' inl"iillalioll to riispOf\" of 

till'S" bodi('~ , .~s \1'(' tral'l'!"c! a lOll}.!, ('omhat pa­

trols 'ljH'rall'" 011 tilt' Hallks ill search 1'01' snipPl's, 

On :\'O\"l'lIlbl'l· 11{, ]!III, rl'pl'l'sl'ltlatin',; Ill' till' 

I~lh !'IIi!,·d ~tall's Xal'a! ('oll,;il'lI"tioll It"J.!ill1l'lIt 

lIlet with Olll' 111'O,it'd otlil'l' 1''';, Lt Elsp(,I'lIIall alld 

a r'!'l'\I' of .qlpl'oxil11at"!,I' ~(JO 1lll'1I \\'l'l'e :Js,.:ig'lIl'd 

to hllild a 1I(,l't llt'adqll:tI'Il'I'S at Tolosa, J.l',\'i.l', 

'I'll is erell' pe rforllled outstallding wol'l, in t ill' 

('I'l'l'Iillll "I' (~llOIl"d hut" and :'1'<'J)(,l'al Ih'l,t illstalla­

tiolts at Totos:!, .-\ lIoll'\I'O)'lh,l' illl'illt.'lIt OlTlIlTl'd 

whell a large Ilotill;! o/' I.('\'s \\"'n' dill' to slal't 

an illl'a:;ioll ll1ission to lhl' l1ol'th, /t' was lI is.cO\'­

('!'ed Ihat the!'t' \\'as 110 WHY 1'01' rhps (, I'a ft t.o I'f!­

pll'n ish t hl'i I' \\'<\ te!' su ppl,\' in t inll' to Illaintain 

tlll'il' :o;('hl'(lulL'. \\"llI'n the lil,;t Scab e of'Tolosa 

J)t'lal'hnll'nt Iw:!nl or this, tlH'r illlm 'd iat , Iy 

pitl'iwd ill to al!t~ \'iatc this situalion b,\' I'unni ng 

a pipl' lille frolll tllf'ir \I'ell to th l! heal'll and 

pump 1\ \\'atl'l' rl'OIll 111I'l'l' 10 till' I.<.'l's, This hit 

nr ''Can 'I )U" \I'a,.; haill' r\ by till! ('ollllllallclcl' Ill' 

till' I'hilippin , en F!'ontiel', \\'ho cited o Ul' m 11 

thusly: "Tlw COlllmand,,!' or lIl1' f'hilipp in' Rca 

r,'!'ontil'r wish",: to <'XI"' ':.'" hi,; ap]ll'('l'i ut ioll fo r 

tIll' l'xt:elk'lll ,·11'01'1 or tIll' til st , 'ca!Jue,' in hc ill l! 

al,l" 10 iHTOIllJ1li,;h thl' \\'al"l'in~ of t il ' ships 1)1' 
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LeI (L) Flotilla No, ill so prompt and l!Ili­

cilml man ncr, Without this watcr, these ships 

would haH' bCl'n (]played in partaking in certain 

important pending- operation,.;, thus postponinl! 

lhese oP('I'atiollS for a later datc," 

~ot onl,\' the Quonset hut:; were built at Tolosa, 

three hrid~res wen;> built, radio antennas erected, 

pipe line laid, and cOll1municatiol1s installed, The 

Tolnsa ddadlllwnt did a fast and complete job on 

all as:'lip:nmenls, 

On 1>('l'c'mll(,I' 11 , Al'ln,\' Intellig-en('e sent a 

mel1lorandum to the Sea\)(.'l'''; concel'ninl! lhe final 

i;UI'\'l~,\' of (lUI' adion Hg'uinst ,Japanese parat.roop­

ers, This I'l~Jl()rl stated that til(' ,Jap paralroopl'rs 

nll'ried new ordnann.' equipml'nt and special A I r: 
equipnwnt ";lIeli as medicines and uni form,;, Ex­

tra mntel'iat was dropped in equipnH'nt ('hutl';: 

illtlu<led dl'nwlition alld inl'cllciim'y l!relHl!les, This 

ail'bome attack was apparl'ntiy coordinatcd with 

a small breal,-thl'oll:,rh in the dcinib' of Duri, 

It \\'a" also reported that some :1,) Jap<lllese had 

soug-ht ('o\'el' in the \' illag'c of :\faliqucnnhat across 

the ain,trip, ",hilt.. the inhabitants of BUlt \'illag-e 

ran 1'01' theil' !i\'es to the village of Calbasag, 

The lilst Seahees captured :ie\'{~ral dozen panl­

ehutes, all of \\'hith were while but in two sizes, 

In spite of the dangC'r, a few men tholll!htiessl,\' 

s()u~ht sou \'en iI'S, 

Short Ir 11 ftel' the e.pisode or t1w paratrooper,.;, 

the lJulk of lhe nattalioll l'lllharl,cd for another 

island. Samm', that had heen pl'l'\" iousl~' deter­

mined as an ideal area 1'0), new ellllSll'udion, 

This trip, howl'H'r short, was onl' that mell would 

Ile\'l!I' j'nr~et. Both from the standpoint of the 

~1'('etil1A' till'," I' cein!d 011 thl'il' Hl'I'i\'al and. after 

livilll! in Illud 1'01' month;;, hm"jng' lheil' feet on dry 

Home indudry, Filipino family, ncar b r,I Camp on Leyt., weaving doth for th., houl.hold 
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Filipino kitchc.n, C~lb~'. 9, Loy·' e , P. I. 

J,!'rOlllld alld "'eal'ill/! dry shcws again , TIll' l'rl'('­

tioll of a ('amp site tlll'l'l' pl'on'd lo Ill' an ('nsil'r 

lask lha II tha1 Oil J.l'~'tl'" 

The Filipino people, a ,,; we SOOIl leal'lll,d, Wcrl' 

\T'ry hospitable lind pxtremel." C'OUl'tl'(HIS, Tlll'i,' 

appeal'alll'l' was short, well dc\'chllwd, mll:,l('ular, 

,\'l'!I0\\,-I'I'I) WII ill ('OIUI', blal:h: <,yed, ami ('nul-lllllek 

hail', 'I'IIl'Y wall,('d in a "('1'." cred and straig-ht 

PO:-:lUl'I': thi s W:lS espe('ially h'lIt' of the' \\'Olll('n, 

Thl' I itheSlln1P g'ri\C: ' with whil 'h tltl.' l110sl ol'dillar,\" 

bdle walkecl d O\\,11 till' dirt road would ht, till' 

,'Il\')' of an," dc~hlltalltl~ , TIll' g-l'a('t' ill postllrl~, 

so Ilaluml lo thc' Filipillo, is <l('C(uin'c1 thl'nUI.dl 

the lift'-Iong: habil oj' l,at'l',\' illg 0\'e'I'~'lhillg- 011 th,~. 

top of tlll'ir heads instead or in their hallds, Tlw 

sig'ht of' IlWIl, \I'OIlIt'II, alld c'hild"l'll halallt'inl!' tn'­

1l1l'1Hlous loads atop the il' heads, \\'hill' t1ll'ir hands 

SII' UII/! fl'ecl~' , was a sight that. lwn'r fuil"d to <1\\'(' 

thl' hal'de'ned ,c~a'" 'S , Olle Sen" " ,"(',narked, 

" (;osh, tlw~' ('alT,\' l'\'c'I),thil1g: hut the kitdll'11 sillk 

II p thl'n'." 

Xot only thl' penpl(', hilt till' Sl'l'Ill'IT as \\'l'il. 

\\'as l'xtrenll'ly illte rt'st ing, The Sl'abees <'IW Hit' 

til11llt'l'l~d \\'ealth of the Philippin C'.s, Wild lire l'iln 

rampallt in b!lth tht' c'ool rain fore-;t or tht' h ig h 

mist-shrouded mountain J)t'aks and the n 'I",\1 den:) 

lowland j'nn'st of :.rig-anti .. hard \\"clOlI trees, T he: 

rlll't'sts ("llutaim'c1 fln' r I :jO hanlw(lod,' of ('(Im­

ll1l'rt'ial \'alu '\,c l'ythillj.! frol1l mahog-an, ' tu thl' 

lillI's t tc'akwllod , 

There II" (!I'L' "\lolll.dI auilllais ill thl' rO l't)~t: to 

mal,e it Rl'C'1ll a:-: if we \\"l'n' i\l a uatu ra l 7,[)[) , 

Thl' IlWll saw slIc'h things a,.; >;111;\11 \\"ihlt-at., known 

as ti1C! 'in't, FI~' illg' Fox r:att. thl' un\Jeli t','n lJle 

Tasi:ll' 11If)\lkl'~' wilh t'llornlOU"; c1t'(!r-likc' ,\' !:j und 

the IIsual "ariely of \':tric'd c'olnn'cJ IiZ<l I'<is, W , 

52 

http:lolll.dI
http:thl'nUI.dl


abo sa\\' binl:-; of 111<111," eolol's, most of whirh we 

('olildn't. id(~nlir~', Howeyer, ollr old feathered 

tOlllpanions, 1'<I1'nlweb, Pan'ots, and Coeka t()O~ 

were \'cry mllch in evidence, 

Jlal1~' of the men took adnllllag llf theil' span' 

tillH', aft!:'r things had quieted down, to makl' 

~ight-seeing trips, The,\' vil:;ited pict.lIrcsqllt' lil­

tle villages Ill'$t1cd deep ill the mountains neal' 

IT,\"l;tal-c1eal' stJ'eams .lnt! bealltiful waterfalls, 

Th(~ 111('11 rOllnd that tlw:-;(~ villages \\' " , hm\'l.'H' I', 

mol'''' pidlll'l'squl' from n distalll:l' than at c1os(' 

11<11111, A,.; fould he expl'ctl'd of till' :::ieal11'l's, thl'~' 

rdul'1lcd 1'1'0111 t1l1'SC trips ladell with sOLln'nil's, 

eWI'\'thil1g: from .Jap swon\:;; to Filipillo cookillS! 

PO\", 

T.hn~e villag-c.s WCI'(! in Ull' lIeig'hhol'lHlod of !lUI' 

;-;all Pablo l.'al1l)1 on I,e,\'te, 'l'lw,\' wel'e ~'ralaqlll'l1a-

101, C'alhaslli!, and ,J ulita, The inhaiJitnnts of 

t I1l'Sl' \ ' i Huges made it. a poi 11 t to Ill'come ill'­

qlwinted illdividualr \\'ith the memhers of the 

(llst. Ther im itc·d the Senbccs to dinners, pal'­

tics, am1 dances, The dill lien; cOllsisted of such 

items as Carahao steaks, baked ('arnotes, ~'Ollllg 

l'Ol'n 011 the coh, fresh cuconut milk. and fried 

hanana fritters, ThL' pnl't~ie,: \\,I~l'(' Il;:llall,\' slllall 

nwl'tings with ;1 Filipino ramil~'. dlll'illl! which 

time I'efl'eshments were sel'\'l:d, The dHlH'l':< wcrc 

uSllall,\' held ill eithel' the Illuniripal "ehool 01' a 

l'it~, hall \dth a WOl'l1out phmllll.fraph sen'iug a:­

an or('he:-;tl'<t, The first tillle tl1l' nll'lI w('nt to 

Ol\l' or t1WSL' danC"l's \'L'I',\' \\'L,ird musie g'l'ceted 

tllI'ir I'ars as thE' I'("conls, in 1110St C<lli!:", \H'n' of 

;lIH'iel1t "intag'!' plus a rL'\\' ,J<lpanl',';c I'l'('ol'ds, TIl(' 

\'('I',\' II('Xt tillW, the tilsler$ \\'1'1'1:' im'ited to attend 

a Filipillo dall('L', !lUI' !l1l1sirian,..; earl'iecl their in­

strUllIt'nts Oil tlll'il' b:H'ks alld \\'ad('<1 thl'ollgh the 

Wa,h d.y on t~yl~, nur Ihe Tolala 61,1 C.mp 
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The lawn of Tolo.a, leylc, p, I,; Old Spanish Fa,! ,hown on lop of did"n! hill, 

riel! }laddil's, Thl.: FililJillllS wCl'e so plt't\sl'd at our 

thnughtfuIJI('ss, thc~' laughed, giggler! and ::;lloutl,c1 

their Clp)lI'O\'al' and thanks, 

With the cxecptiol1 oj' thl~ Scahccs statiOlll'1I :It 

Tolosa, thl' ('nt iI'!' Battalion (JI'epHI't'r! to IlW\'l' to 

Samar Island in till' Philippilll'S, It had milll'1I 

so mUl'h that all I'xisting' roads h'~IC\inJ,! to tIl!' 

maiJl hiJ,!hwllY to the IIl'aeh had hel'olll!' ribllons 

of J,!lLw-likl' qUHJ,!llIirl's, TIll'I'prOr!! thl' roa(\ 1'011­

stnll'tilln ('I'I'\\'S wI'n' rOl'n'1I to build lIl'W roads 

ill order to J,!l't our l'quiJlIl1l'llt out to III!' 1.1',\'11' 

IIl'aelll'S, Th!' nWJI jlal'l~l'd their J,!l'ar, stl'uck 

thdl' tc'nts, and Inadt'd aboard lnll:ks, ('pOll 

rcal'hillJ,! till' bl'aelll's, thl'~' J,!rnupl'c! tog-Nhl')' to 

await transportation ,H'I'OSS J.p,\'!!' Cull' aboard 

LeT's, Arkr sl'\'l'ral hnurs' elL-lay, we dl'()\'c nu)' 

l'IIUipnll'llt and truI'ks np the Im\'('red l'amJls illto 

till-' yawning JlllIuths of thl' LeT's <trtp!' dark, 

Eal'h L( 'T, upon beillg rllll~' loaded, pul)"d oR' hl' 

helll'h to lII)('hol' ;)00 ~':lI'ds nll-shon' tfl await 

further orders. Artl'r man,\' hours of this mo­

notony. intl'lTupterl bril'flr b~' an ail' I·'lie\. lh 

Lf'T Ii ftt-d 111'1' hook Hnd g-ot undl'I'\\'a~' .i u~t h fore 

dawn, The opl'n-watpI' l'I' 11 ing to a lllal' \\'a. 

Ulll!\'cntflll, othcr than till' usual elllllplaints "f 

appallinJ,! lad, "I' food, 

'\Ian~' of till' nll'lI <,n rout!' to ~anlHr 1Il'\'!'1' 

c\t':<cl'ndl'ri fl'oJII till.' tl'ul'ks until thl"'i J' rI ' tin.llion 

\\'as I'I'adll'cl. The,\' pnriun'd bol h t Ill' ~wl'ltl.'rin~ 

IlPat or tht' sun and l'hillr rain:: or till' ni~''hl. 

Thvr dozl'd ill thl'il' rull comhat cll'l!!'::, wearing 

1ll'llIwt::, l'al'tridgl' 1,,~lt:: lilll,t! \dth anlllluniti n, 

and with g'IIIIS in thl'il' hands, 

\\'hen till' lil'st LCT JIl'lll'ec\ thl' l'ua::tlinl' o r 

Samar, tht' \\'l'al'~' Seahl'l'::; (lisl'lIn!)'!'11 that th ~,\' 

\\'1.'1'1' to lanel al thl' to\\,1I or (;uiuan, \\'hic.:h was 
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lo('atec! at lh e tip end of the fillj:rcr-like peninsula, 

A" the," neared the town, hlllldr~ds of Filipino 

ulltrigg'(~ I' (',lllOeli swarmed out from the ~hClr('­

lilll' to SlIlTOllllc\ our craft, It seems that thl' 

entire populaee of (;uiuHn had m~'s tel'iou;;l,\' 1'1'­

l'l'i"ed word of our proposl'd laneling there, So 

mall," outriggers janullecl H1'ound Our l'raft th<1t 

it took (wo hours of I'nlntic lii!!nalinl!, J>ala\'l~ r­

illg, ; \lIel ~'('I\ing' ],('1'01'(' we l'oulcl deal' the wate r 

Pllllup:h to g'd inshore , Xo SOOlll'l' had the ramp 

bl'('ll lowl'l'L,d than s\\'arlllS of ('i,'ilian~ l'<lllll' 

aboard , l.ri),\ " anel men alike threw tlwil' arm" 

Oll'ollnrl till' Ill'd,s of tIl!' Sl'i1IJl'cS in .io,n)U~ !!l'<.~l't­

ilig'S, A\I th t' Filipinos \\'('1'1' anxious 10 as:;ist in 

all~' thing' \\'1' had to do, but so m;ln~' \\'1'1'1' .iammeel 

ahoard th(' ~hiJl that the~' hinelpl'eel l'I1th I' I' than 

helped II", After ~ome t'lJ'ol'l. uur equipnlL'nt 

1'01\('(1 ashon' anrl startl' c\ to\\':tl'c\:O; OUI' ('amp /iitt', 

OUI' )l<1th of tran,l thl'Oug'h the to\\"I1 ul (;uiuan 

\\'as lilled on l'ithcr sid b~' cheering- d"ilian" \\'ho 

held theil' ling'pl's liP in "" 1'01' \'ictol'r" si/..nl. 

Whell \\'e alTi\'ed at OUI' PI'up0:icd ('<Imp sih!, 

th e l11a,"OI' or' Guillan had arri\'('d th!,I'" <1h cnd of 

liS \\'ith a brass halld, The Seabee. WCI't' amaz(~d 

ali the," cou ld li nt llIHk-' rs taml frOll1 \\'helll'C came 

till' II1l1sicnl ills trUlIlPlIts, l'poJ\ heillj! IJUp"tiolll'CI. 

tIll' ma,\'OI' told LIS that tlwy had buripd the ill­

struments dlll'illl! tlw .JapaIH!~l' o(Tllpatilill HilI! 

1)J'(H1J,!ilt th mOil! ",1\pH til l'," hl'HI'd of 0111' PI'O­

pnspc\ landillj! Oil Samar, 

0111' ::)all1ar ('amp :o;ill' ",as situatl'd in a COl'()l\lIt 

g'rl)\'(' in \\'hi ch sen'ral Filipino t hat('hl'd Iiollse~ 

'\'l' !'(,' loealcd, There \\'('1'(' "Iso l'xt f' lIsi\'c plant­

ings 0[' camlll c,;, g,\, llpct:l&sit.", t!lI' !'ilipino,; \\'pre 

l"'acllat(,d alld the bulldozl'l's dl'an'c! the ('amot" 

patehcs, One aged FiJi pillo woman , a lthollj!1I 

6hl Sub. .. chow h.II, Tolosa C~mp. L~yl. , p, I. 

55 



Provindol Capitol Buildin9 of Leyl.. 1.la nd, dl T.clob.n 

she had been fllll~' pair! I'or all hl~I' ass('is, stood 

h ' ami wcpl pl"Ufl1sel ~' as til(' hlllldo;wrs dt'stroycd 

the ('am()tl! ('!'OJ), T he dozer 01 l'ator was SII 

cleepl,\' lotH'hed that he slopped, got 011' hi,; Illa­

chi ll '. and wcn t on.! r , pla <:cd hi s arms ~Il'oulld the 

little old 1<1 c1~' to lr~' to I,d \'c ":Ollle );0Ia(;0, 

In th ·· ('ot! trud,ioll "f the ('amp, hlilldl'C'fis of 

Filipino In lllll'l'l's \l" CI'(' hil't,c1 10 clo tlll' job and, 

1'01' th ' lirst tim , sc\'(.'1'a1 Filipino ell'l'il;.ll \\"l\"kel',; 

wcn' c ll/.nlg'l' d and pl'O\'ed tIl lJe quill' 11I'olkiL'nt. 

A: tltl' camp ucg-all to a. ' imiJat<.' the apPl'anllll'(' 

or IWl'llI;tIlPlley. LL COIlllllandl'1' Koopmall and 

Liellll'nant, 1\[(, <I nTI pill th' whll ·ls (If ail'lil'ld 

('Ollst I'lid ion in t () mot iOll, r:ou nd-the-dod, s('hl'd­

ul(!s w \'c l'stahlished, alld the er ' ws \\'<.'I'e split. 

u p inlo lhn'l' shifts, In ol'fl.er lIot to lose lilll!' 

t.l'u\'e1 inS!' til ;lIld fl'olH ca lllp 1'01' 111 ,a b, IUllches 

alld ('olrL'1' \\'1'1'(' Sl'lIt out to th(! airtield er 'ws Oil 

thl' joil, 

OUI' old l'quipIlH!IIt. at t h> tilll!!. wa III d ­

plomblL' l'olldition lind call d foJ' ollr re pai l' crew' 

to worl, day und nig-Ilt to k eep them roll ing, The 

("omiJill<ltiol1 flf shift and ('UlISUlllt I'epail's en­

ahled nUl' B lil' llion tn mainLain a pace alll;,a ci (I ( 

c:hcdule, t1ic C' r~ fl'Ol\1 ouls icll.' ull i ts oft ' II asked 

ho\\' it WjU; pO sible to tU1'1I out "0 mud! work 

with sudl \\'llrllou t '1 UiPllll'lIl. 

F Il llo\\'ing' nUl' arrival on Satl1m·, t it ' Glsl l}uL­

lalioll col ,c\'(~rill j)'"ec rit'nts, olle nf whil'h w us 

the l'C- '"Llbli"hlllcnt Ill' )Ia: o lll'.\' back in Lit ' 

P hilippine ' , D urin)! the latter part of D('l'l~mhC' I ', 

19 I I. a g-roup of III st S '£I II 'es , all of wh o111 \\' r ' 

)I ..sons, g'ot foW' 1h('l' 0 1'01'111 a nll"l ' lI ' of a ll 

ol"J,.rani;mtioll t.hal would be instl'll J1lcnlal in the 

I'I'LlIl'I1 of ~r"ROt1lT (0 th se i. hinds, Olrin' I': 

\\' I' led ed, duh la\\" WN'0 PI' sent d, di,'l'Usscd, 
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and udoptl'd; alld l'cg'lIhIJ' meeting timcs "'ere Cf;­

tahlislwd, (;o\,crnol' EI1I'I "'anen, of the State 

(Jf ,a li rOl'llin, wa:'; mmle thc fil'st honorary mem­

Ill'!' or tIll' Samar Club, 

Anot 1)('1' "first" b~' the l-ilst Sl'C1bC'cs startled 

hut pleaspd Filipillos alld ~cJ'\'ic:c fOl'l'ef; alil,e, In 

UJ(' loWII 01' (;uiuHIl stalld~ an old Spanish ('hurdl 

appl'oximatel,l' :;]Il ,n'un; old, This old ehLln:iI 

was n, III 'r! Ute Immat"ulatc COllt'cption and had 

wlthslood the lnl\'uib of both wal' and Il'cHthcl' , 

It II'a;; huilt of natural stone, amI the stailled 

\Iindcl'.\'s \\'l'1'1' hand-lHlI'('d sea :<hells of mall,l' 

(,010)'" , Thl' illl cl'ioI' was lul',!.!c and snnwwhat 

Illll:<t.\" , 'I'll!' altaI' was a lIlil:-jiel'picce of' slntuar,l' 

alld or old Spall ish aIThitl,t'tlll'l', TIll' Seabees 

foullt! thaI tlH',\" to\lldll't 111'1\1' nIH:>s \I'hen the 

dlllrrh was full on aet:ollnt of the pOOl' Il('ousiil:s, 

UWI'l'llIlOIl th('~' l'ollcein·d the idea of installing a 

publi(~ addl'ess s~'stem in the ehul'ch and, sinee it 

wns Chris! mastime, illstall loud 8pc.nkel's in the 

belfrr, \rhl>11 this extra-curriculaI' projeet wag 

t'ompleted, the tilstel'S played elt!dl:ieal tran~crip­

tions of Christmas enrols, the mlll"ic of whieh 

('QuId he }ward all ol'cr towlI, 'I'll(' surprised nml 

m,l'stified Filipino", at !i1'sL tOllldn't lij!ul'('. out 

from .i ust wherl' th\.' mlll"ir \\'as emanatiug, but 

ther wel't" pleased Ill'H'rtheles", 

Adjilnmt to Samar, in Ll'.\"te t:lIIr, lies the islallcl 

of HOlllonholl , This i",lantl \\,u" the tirst s ig-hted 

by ~ral!cllan on ~ran:h lli, 1:)31, \I'hclI }1(' \\'as 

~ailinl! arouud the 11'01'10, Sl;'l'l'l'al of his CJ'CII' 

died uno a rcw were tOil sitk tn continue the 

'"oraj!\:!, thm~ thos!' nl<'1l \\'l'I'(' left tlwrc, Tocla.l' , 

there al'~ se\'eral rocks theJ'(~ to cummemoratl' 

this landing spot. 

Sireel ,ecnc, T .doban, Leyle 1.I.nd, p, I.; M.re.de. The.ler, second building on left 
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On Dec mbl'l· :2:;. the 6bt. Battalion tell'lJI·at~'d a hand-dnlwlI Santa Claus in fl·ont of it. The 

allother Chri)llmas OW'l'seas, .-\ partr was heM thow hall J"<lrtel's were dccorated with erepe lJa­

at :W(JO ill the thow hall. OUI' Christmas trel' em- pel'. The sin)!illg" of Chri"tnHls Carols and SCIT-

11(! li"hcd tho front or lhe hall, Thi~ tree was a ing" l'erre~llIllellls \\'('1'1~ a source of entertainment. 

Datldwn lrep. nati\"(' to the Philipllin('~ , It had relllilli:;l:€!nt of the C'hrislmn:; spent in the Solo­

"hOl't lean's and mall,\- suitable hr<ln('h(')1 for OI'lIn­ 1lI0ns, 

llu.'n1.-;_ ri was t hOJ'ouf,rh ·b' de('orukd and f('atul' d "Iwrllr art ... r ClU'i"llllastinll', SIX Illen of the 

b 1.1 Sub".. land on S .. mor 1,Iand , p, I., nea, Ihe town 01 Guiudn, Enti,e ci.iI populace line. 
Ih. ,hore in celeb,. lion of thei, lib",,,tion by th. Se.bee., 

58 



----------- - -

filst Battalioll \He'I'e awarded purple hem't medals 

anel ritations throu/.!h Commandcl' B, 1'1. Dowkl'r 

at special exercise held in the (ilst theatel' arca, 

Commander Bow!\el' was assisted b~' Lt. Com­

mandpr Koopman ,md Chaplain ~kott in making­

thC:ll' awarck Thcse \\,(!I'e fOI'WHJ'(led to the 

men with rongTaillllltiol1s amI (' xprcssiol1 of full 

appreriation for till' sarl'ifkes made fill' their 

l'()unb'~', The six Illl'll I'eeci\'ing' the awards \\'el'f': 

S, G, Autrey, C\I:k; H, A, Shannon, 1'tl'1('; H, 

I\:ohlel', CC\T (PA) ; ,J. L. l)onanJll, Cox,; C, 1'/' 

Stullz, cc~r (T): alld ,J. IL Whale~', C:\Ik 

SaluI'day, H ApI'it 1 !\.tiJ, held a special sil!nifi­

ClInl'l! fOl' tl1I' (ilst Battalioll ill that it \\'a,.; til!' 

Battaliol1, The da\(' abo had the distilldion or 

being the da," 011 \\'hi('h the Samar ail'stl'ip proj­

ect surpa>'sed one million total yard,: of eXl'a\'a­

tion nlo\'ecl. This amount far ('x('ceded the ranl­

age of an~' pl'e\-iou:> (31st Seabee Battalion .iob, 

The totals from the periocl from 6 Decemb('I' 1!) 1·1, 

tn 11 .-\pril UI-liJ, ,\I'e as 1'0110\\,8: 

('ubil- ral'(b of l'x<.::~nltiolJ mon'cl. 1.0nO,nOIl, 

:l()O 

Al'rl's of hanl l'nrlll surfacing- . . _ !H) 

Thi:; lnrgl' amount ot' Iwa\'," ('on>;tl'lJ(~tion ,,'ork 

Wit,,; ('olllpleted in Ie>;:> than fOlll' month", despite 

llllusllall," hea\'~' l'ainfall and handit-ap" of 01(1 

l'lJuipmeni, most oj' "'hil'h had :wen two Y('llr:; of 

('olltillllOll:> "'l'dl'l', 

Lit'llt. :-.reCanll t'.xtI'IHlec1 itllotlH'1' "well dUIIl'" 

to h('m'~· l'ljllipllWllt operators, trlll'k ciri\'er . 

Town .qulr. 01 Guiuan, Samar, P, I, 
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Municipal School Buildin9, Guiuan, Samar, near the town .quare 

rirnal!1ite and ,",('aring" )!I'OUpS, ell)!iIWering", 1'\111'­

"',\'01''', IIICl'hanin; alltl welncrl'\ in hoth lidd alld 

"hop, "u pl'l'\' il<OI'" lind ('heckers, ilia i IlteIlHIlC(', t irl', 

fuel, alld )!J'('UH'nll'Il, lig-hl lOln'r olH'I'alllrl'\, :.rall('~· 

:;.'n'iet', Filipino eiviliall lahor, alld allol.hel's thaI 

hl'lpl'd ill thi" work, 

liard wo) 'k, ('101'\(, ('oopl'l'atioll, IIhl!' sUJll'I'\'il<ion, 

t'OUl'a)!!', and int('l<lillal fOl'tillllk, wel'!' lhe [hing-I< 

t hal marie pOl'\sihl(' slIt'h ;I(Tollll,lishnll'llls, 

FOIII'[I'('11 April l!ll:) WllS also H !la,\' of ('eldll'a­

I ion, a tlay lill!'C\ with \'ill'ious al'li\'itip" hOlllWill)! 

ollr S(,t'(lIld :tnllil'l'I'Ral'y (I\'PI'Sens, Fn.'l' hp('!, was 

issllt.'d 10 lhl' 1111'11, "pl.Il'!.inj.!' I'\'ellls Wl'l'l' held dur­

illp; lhl' artl'l'llllOll, A l'SO shllw of foul' dl'\'I'r 

f. 'mininl' arl.isls lI'a" ]Ir!'s('nted on a IlI'wl,\' l'llll­

"ll'ul'lf'd slagl', This slll!!e, by the way, Wi\S uniqlle 

bllth an:hill'('t.urally allrl ill L111' wa~' il was ('011­

, ' i \' 'II. Tlll' plan", lIIaterial ali i actual (' 11 .. 11'111'­

linn \H'rl' 11I'otluds nf ing nuit~, of a half dozen 

cnl i,,[(!(1 men, 

Quo"s!'t hut malt:rial was (,llIl\'l'rlt,o in to a 

""Hr,'1'1l typl' stag't' , It called fill' radical lI,:agc of 

Sill'll llIatl'rial. 1)\'I.'n thoul-!h an'hit -'durall,\' a 

Slal"side job, Thl' lillished })I'( dUd rC:'iI'm hl d a 

~l I'eamlinl'd s(a~l' "I' a llIode hO\l~(" Th· screcll 

was plal'ed ah(j\'l~ till:' slll'lI-lil,c slag-' and hot h 

wel'e flanked hr lIIodc.l'lli,;ti(' wing- panels, T it,,' 

~lartt'd with hh\t'k at tIll' top and wel'l~ followed 

down wilh ~'l;!lI ow, ~I'l'l'n, and IlJal'Ollll 'C, pcl'li\' I " 

The illleriOl' of thl' slwll was a soft gl':\~'. 

~' lI stomar,\· .. to Wlt'rHIl ~ cahe tl'aditioll, lh' 

tilste ..~ hCj.!an th eil' tltil'rI ycm' b~' han( and )!I'U .(1 ­

illl! work. ;\e\'l'I'lhf'lt'ss, a ... till' (J;I~' S alld mllllLh ' 

S"('II11't! III roll Oil, 1I11~(al/!i ' looks \\'el' "i, ill l in 
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Summing' lip two ;\'ear8 O\'erSCHS, plus an ap­

prox imatc' fi\"l~ months ill the States, the 61st 

n>teJ":\n SeaiJce); JUl\'C endured abou1 all the dif­

fl' l"cnt ()xpericllcl.'s that troops could in wartinH', 

En'I".I'lhing from lIlud , hard work. <Ind heat to 

tnonotollon); hours cllflul'ed ill foxholes during- air 

rai(l~ and their shan' of comua l. At till' \ll'egent 

writing-, those who remain, of the original com­

plel11l'nt of men that ('HIlW O\'el'Sl'as in April, 

I!l r:, an' tllming' their t houg-hts of the futlll'c to­

\\'a I'«S honll ' ra thl'r than illlotht'r .i oh, 1'h is, of 

('Ollr:o;c, ;;; pring:s from \ 'ague mUI'l11uring;: of a ro­

tation phlll that may send the "old timerx" Statl'­

side 1'01' a lea \'1.', 

It is fittill)! that ;'iOn! ' dll 'ono]og-ical <mel Ilie­

torial trihute should be made ill due homa~e to the 

fighting Seabee:; of the lilst. :\0 public-lItion, 110 

matter ho\\' sine-erc the effort. can fllll~' I!n\Sp the 

spirit with which these nwn carried out their 

duti cs, 1101' tan it illusll';1 1e the t.housands of pel'­

sonal sacrifites made b~' the 111('11, \\"1.' kno\\' that 

sc\'eral .\'eal'S of baek-breaking dlli.~', TIlud-\\'Hdin~. 

Jap bailing, the endless hours of heat und till' 

experiencing' of such disl'omfort~ as bombing at­

tackx, stl'afin)!, t,\'phoons, and flood:'> han' not heen 

ill "ain, 

There hu\'(' been t oo manr indiddual a ('('ol11­

pl ishllH'nts to list thel11 all, 01' e\'l'lI in a g'l'eatcr 

part, in tll('se sC\'(!J'al hUlldJ'ecl pages, but the 

g-l'nel'ali;mtioll of the 0\' (> 1'-<111 is our tribut to 

t IH'i I' \'err lIIag-lIi fiCHllce . 

C.mp ,a. of the 61 .. Soabeo, prior 10 the .raction of livin9 quarters 
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-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------~ 

60th Naval Construction Battalion 

Chronology 

24 Dec 1942 

11 Feb 1943 
17 Feb 1943 
06 Mar 1943 
07 Mar 1943 
25 Mar 1943 
25 Apr 1943 
06 Jun 1943 

08 Jun 1943 

11 Jun 1943 

13Jun1943 

i5 lun 1943 

27 lun 1943 

07 Jul 1943 

09 Jul 1943 

20 July 1943 

29 July 1943 

Officers reported from Camp Allen, Norfolk, Virginia to Camp 
Endicott, Davisville, R.I. to take charge of enlisted men who 
broke boot training this day. 
Left N.C.T.C., Camp Endicott, Davisville, R.I. 
Arrived Camp Parks, Shoemaker, California. 
Left Camp Parks, Shoemaker, California. 
Arrived ABO, Camp Rousseau, Port Hueneme, California. 
Left U.S.A. 
Arrived Brisbane,Australia. 
First echelon left Brisbane, Australia for Townsville, Australia 
with 2 officers and 72 enlisted men aboard LST, arriving 
Townsville, 9 June 1943. 
Second echelon left Brisbane, Australia with 3 officers and 119 
enlisted men aboard 2 LSTs, arriving Townsville, 12 June 1943. 
Third Echelon left Brisbane, Australia with 5 officers and 191 
enlisted men aboard LST, arriving, Townsville, Australia, 15 June 
1943. 
Fourth echelon left Brisbane, Australia with 12 officers and 385 
enlisted men aboard 2 LSTs, arriving Townsville, Australia, 18 
June 1943 . 
Fifth echelon left Brisbane, Australia by rail with 3 officers and 
229 enlisted men arriving Townsville, Australia, 17 June 1943 . 
Six officers and 140 enlisted men sailed aboard LST from 
Townsville, Australia on first echelon, arriving Wood lark Island, 
1 July 1943. 
Four officers and 305 enlisted men left Townsville, Australia 
aboard LST on second echelon arriving, Wood lark Island, t 1 July 
1943. 
Five officers and 112 enlisted men left Townsville, Australia 
aboard LST on third echelon arriving, Wood lark Island, 13 July 
1943. 
Fourth echelon left Townsville, Australia with four officers and 
113 enlisted men aboard 3 LSTs, arriving Wood lark Island, 24 
July 1943. 
Fifth echelon left TownsviHe, Australia with seven officers and 
316 enlisted men aboard 4 LSTs arriving Wood lark Island, 2 
August 1943. 



~' 

24 Dec. 1942 

1l Feb. 19~--3 

~7 Feb. 1943 

6 l:a:' • 19"~ 

~.7 r..2..I' • 1943 

25 lL2.r. 1943 

25 il.-s;r. 1943 

5 JU."18 1943 

8 June 194:3 

,~

_.1 J'ur..e 1943 

13 June 1943 

15 JU!:e 19(-3 

27 Ju."1e 1943 

'-V' 
O£'fice!'s reDorted fron Casp fJ.len j I;o::::':" :, ~ - =, 
~r61l1~a.. ' . ....vO- C~c.IIp..::..~a';.. _ co........ n~Vi _ _ ~;, .ow ~:: -,-~ ..S1[i-I" ,-:..vv, J,./,Co __ 


to talce che.rge of 8:r-1isted :-.len ~;;ho b:'ci-:e 

boot tro..irlir..g this dElY. 


Left JJ .. C..'I'. C., CaEP Endicott, D2.v :'.:;vi~le. R. I., 

..'U'rivea Camp Parks, Shoer::12.ke;;:· I C2.l::..forn.ia ... 


Left CCl:lp Parks" Sl1oer:elcer, C2.1ifo::::nia., 


.~rived A30, Camp ROUSS32.U, Port Euene~e, 

C3.1ii'ornia -,----' - ' 

~.J..A TT ..., I:'Le.Lv u • .;) ....... 


..Arrived Brisbane, ~~u.s.tralia... 

First echelon left 3!'i SO 2,;.';, e , .:'~:.:- s '::,"::.=-i:: ::0;"" 


To ...."",..v;lie ·,',c:"-"Y),l;~ ~·i';-"'" <;) O-.L"_',::> ,,' " ,_.. ~:; .CO.T\. r:
•• ,1.i. ..:l _ _ , ........... " ... <::!._ - '- .1_" • • .., - - - _ _ '-' 

°nl-isJ-ea' i"'-n e.~--o-::"",,; i.S'T' a-'-'r':'I.!"-:''7 :':'1o-:---~_72 ...... .... U ...;."."J,C ..., ~ i,...i. ..Ir. , _..... ___~ J.. ......... o..J 

ville, 9 June 19('-3. 

i·~ ..;.,. .......Second echelon left 3risbe.;,:2, ''''- .., ... ­- ":' ,~ -.......
3 officers ar-~ 119 e~isted ~2~ 2.boc~d ---~J.-...J 

arrivi.z'1-2; To'r;r.,sville, 12 J1)ne 19Q. 


Third Echelon left Brisb.s:.r:.e, J:.:.:.st:r:;.li;;. -::i t:1. 

'-.#.~_ ......... ... \,,4. _eJ_ ..., ~"'..., '--_ _-...J_,
~.F1_ O.L~"'-;-"'l·ce""s-"'''''r;.... lC,1 ;::.'!";lic:7',p,.~__ ___ "'~~O"'CI(~'-- "'""'- - ,-::::'-' 

a ~""I"'l";v"Y"'I":" mO<'7Y1s~r-)lle ·u'·s~-n~!;,.... I~ ~"~'l--I .~ l C/ /~.l ... -'- •.1.....0 , .l ..... ___ ,.'l "' ... ,--,--Co, ..... v u lA.,;._~ _ 0,/ :..,., • 

Fourth echeloYl left Eriso2.r..5 , .\us t:'2..li2. -;-:i :.:~ 
12 officers anc. 385 e:llisted =e:1 '::'::)c2.rc:. 2 
LSTs, arr-ivir..g To;-msvill.e ,: ';:."..1.3 ":r2.li2. , 18 J~e 
1943 . 

- -:, " 

-l. ­
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I E 

7 July 1943 

9 July 1943 

20 July 19~3 

29 Jtuy 194:3 

~. 19~13 

3 Dec. 1943 

13 cay 191.4 

l7 June 1944 

26 J1..12.'1e 1944 

19 July 1944. 

1':;; •• ,~_. '19L.1. 
-\oJ ... l.4 • - __o 

18 

S69 t • 19t.=4 

Four ofi'ic61's and 305 enlisted Den. left 'l'o~:;~;.::; -:::'::e l 
- ("\ .-, \ -" ~ ~. ~., -' .,.

~\ustr2.1ia .:::.ooard .L.::l.i. on secone.:. eC:lG..!..m"l arr'.l. '. ..:.~<~ i 

:·[oodle.l--1-;: Isl2.nd. 11 Julv 1943.. '- ~ 

'­
" 

Five ofi.'icer's and 112, enlisted L'lS:rl -.;-" ':'o~;,y.. s·":'l2.Ji" 
l~us tr2.1ie. socard L5':2 on ti1ird ec[;.c2.o::-. :::.rrl"ll:--:'S, 
',;oocllGrk Isl2.Yld, 13 July 19,::':..3.' 

::;'curt.h ec~elo!l left To i'il1svill e, ~~us tl'2.1i ::. ':' i 0:.::' 
four officers ~nd 113 en:~3teQ ~en GOo2.rQ ~ ~~7sJ 
arriving 'I'ioodlarl:, Isl2.nd, 24 0uly ::'943., 

Fifth eC~elon left .l.or:nsville, A1....... ~ tr2.li2. ,';i ":l1 
SeVeYl office::'s 2.r~d 316 enli"s·0ec. c.e?1 '::"002.:;:-':' 4: 
13'1's e.rrivir~ ·i/·ood.1e.rk Isl81d, 2 Aucust 19t:;0. 

Hineteer'.. officers &r~d 658 en.listed ['..len. le::t 
','/0 0ella.!'1-: 1512...'16. 8.co2.rd 3 LSTs, 2..nd errivsci 2.t 

Fir~sch.l."1afen, :re•.' Gt:.inea, 5 Kove.::be.::- lSL~ v' 

ae~len officers and 309 e:lJli~ten m.811 re~2.ir:ec. a~ 
T,~/ooellarl-;: as l:2.:.n tena.'1ce COffi~ 3l1y. 

OffiCers e.nG. sen left at Vioodl.e.rk ar.r:"v ec. 
Fi.YJ.schhai'en, He":;' Gu i"1ea •. 

Batt~lion 1e::t Finsc~afen for recu~e.re.tion 
leave e. t 3.risoe.lle, .At1s tr2.1ia .. 

, 
Batt~lion ret~~ned to Finsc:~~e.fe~l 

3atte.lion left Fi:1s c}-I.n2.fen, lIe';; G-uir..e2.~, '::' ::.:..... c:, 
1ioert.,..r shiD. 

~ . 
B2tt2.1ion arrivea C.r!i Island, 
Indies. - ~~' . 

One officer 2';.d 25 :len left (f;:i 
lIo er:Ji'00r Is1 and. 

~o e::ii'oor det[:.~1"..::!e::t :~ returned to 
\, . 

' ~ ,Gna oi'.2.cer 
.;us terq.2.:l 
Guinea. 

_.... 
O-;;i •Amsterd2.!:l. det2.cl:.:::.ent 

.~-..!- .:..~ ~-"" ' ~" " "" ' - '-' 
..... , ...... __ . ~'_ . _ . . .. . _ ... ..J ... 

................. . 
 ........._­

http:G-uir..e2
http:Vioodl.e.rk
http:8.co2.rd
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t ­

19 l'Zov. 19tA 

5 Des· ' 19 t.:;t} 

lOA.J..18 Dec. -­---' 

10 Jar.:.. 19'15 

10 ..; an. 194:5 

' , PO r-.13 ~~ar. 1945 

30 i.:ar. 1945 

One officer and 40 e:".listed Illen left 0':::' I:::l8:'_:i. 

by air for Lc~rte, Philippine Isle.r~c'.s.-


Leyt 8 de tacl"l.!r.e~t returned to Or.'i by 2.ir. 
) 

Batti!lion sailed for United States .. 


B2..ttalior: 2.::''':;:'ived S2...i1 ?r2.ncisco, Cnlifo:--y..i,2... 


3.:::.t t 2.l ion floved to C.3R2)) C3E.p P 2r1:s, C8.1ii'o2:"-nia ~ 


Eat t3.1ion receivea orders to de COI:lL1iss ion effe ·::!tive 

6 t~T"\""1 1 -' _ . ./ ., ~..J__... 10L5 

' 3attalion ~t CDrtD J CCD~ P3.ry.s, Cclifornia~ in 
process of d.eco~issionins ..­

I r.e:'eby c8!"ci:'y tn2.t the for6,S0::'n2; 112.5 ":)se::~.co::.~i2..e6. 
f:'OE t:r~e files ~.:.d. records of t(~e 3i;:~iet1.'l l·;c:.v21 \.IC:ls~l"'~ctic::: 
33, t talior.. 2.1'".. d is Co t:,ue i tir..er2.ry theI'eof e-

Lieut. C::'C ,_ 
--(""'1-­

tJ~.l~.~.i,~l ~.II J 60th U31~C:S. 

-7' 


---.~ " ,-~
/ 
-~~. . "'__ .._~< /. / L · :.... 

,_- -~:•• •J" ' I//:./'~C.. t/-!. / 

, r 

/ 7 

.. ...... "...... ,....... -..... .. 
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