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NOTO Magruder : 

KeD - Hueneme 

ReAdy Date - 30 Marl43 

Left ABD - Apr 14-43 

Location - i9~.1-RaPDe. 


Oldnava 
LOG 

a- 8-43 - TentAtive assignment - misc. project. P.R. area. 

~-23-43 - EntrBine for Hueneme from Pear,y. 

4:-14-43 - 58th aB sailed on U.S.S. LaSalle - Destination Cub 3. ­
5-11-43 - Tl~e 58th (Oub 3) 18 located at Nendt. "Jl (tor d8f;1ng). (ComBn.,Ba8eaSoPac uea 


J,to OomSoPBc sec ltr dtd 5-11-43) 

58th CB arrived VundB. Point, Fiji leland. on U.S.5. LaSalle and U.S.S. Auriga on
5-19-43 - ! 
4 M.<>.y143. (ltr from 01nO to :Bu.docke dtd 19 Me.7'43) , 

3-11-43 - the 58th 1& at Vella LaVella. (Oom.opac dlsp. 010447 BOR 6654 to ADnavbase Vella 
Lavella) - Sep. ' 

3- 9-44 - I Jan'44 report of 58th CB - preparing to move trom Vella LaVella for reBt and. 
recuperation first part of Jan'44. ' 

3-13-44 - 58th CB left Vells. LaVella for recuperation on 2 Jenl 44. (Jan'44 monthl7 report) 
3-25-44 - I Mar l 44 report' of 58th OB - staging at BuBee11 Iaianda. 
5-18-44 - The 58th 1s at Manus. (AiS 6/16/44) -. 
;-19-44 - I Aprl44 report of 58th CB - Staled at PaTUTU Is. Detail of 30 men at Vella 

LaVella for trana-Ihlpment of equip. left there during ataging. Balance ot equip. 
shipped out 19 Mar'44. On 28 Mar l 44. 8~ of batt. embarked tor s.dT811Ce base. 
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58th C.!. 
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58th OB Rttached offiCiallY' to 2nd Reg. 9a,car'44. Operating at Manus at date 
of report (10 Mey'44). 

-22-44 - 58th 013 report for Apr'44 - 1st Group of 4 officera and 125 men -dlsembal'ked at 
Advance Base on 20 Apr' 44. Balance of battalion d1se.mbarked 22 Apr' 44. Located 
at Hanus. 71 replacements receivad during Apr'44. 

-26-44 - 58th OB 18 located at Mp,.nU8 a8 of 31 Mq'44. (Oomservtor7tlt 880 ltr .A.-9 over 
Ser BP-OOl407 to Dirpacdocks dtd 8 Jun'44) . 

- 7-44 58th OB 1s located at Papitalai. Los Negro•• (qomServFor7f1t Sec. ltr A-9-4 over 
Ser 00673 to Budocks dtd 14 Jun'44) 

-23-44 - 1 Jul'44 report of 58th CB - opernting at Manus • 
•;~-44 - 58th CB located at J.lanus. Following data of SoPao. a8 at 7/1/44& I' 

l.(.R.7' 43 - ArriTed FiJ1 
Jul ' 43 - " Guadalcana1 
Aug'43 - • Vella LaVella 
Jan'~ _n Auckland . ' 
J'eb t ,44 _ n lhlB8eUB. 
MAy'44 - n Manus 

.29-44 - Scheduled return date af 58th CB to U.S. ohanged. to l5 .Nav'M. (Com7flt Sec. disp. 
210103 NCR 951 to Olncpac dtd 21 Aug'44) 

-7-44 - 1 Aug '44 report of 58th CB - operating at Manua(Papltalal). 
·al-44 - 1 Spp'44 report of 58th OB - operating at Manus. Report endoraed by 2nd Reg. 

Endorsement by Oomsorfor7:flt states thA.t the batta ot the 4th Brig. are to return 
to the SoPac comml"lld upon compl~t1on of the present Rsait';nment in the Admiralty Is • 

•?4-44 -- 58th CB located at Papitalal Point, Loa Negro8 IA. Eatimated'to be released about 

15 ITov'44 to r et lrn to the Sopae.(Comeerfor7flt monthly report for Aug l 44 to 

Budo~9 Sera BP00181B Secret dtd 12 Sep'44). 




.. 58th a..B. 
" 

11- B-44 - 59th OR is in th~ ~nd Rag. ond 1A located At Loe Begroe. Estt~ted that the 
58th CB Cl'n be re1eaeed on 15 Nov'44 to retum to the SoPac ares . (Com~erfor7flt 
S~C. 1tr A9-4 o~er Ser RP-001882 to Budooke dtd 12 Oct'44 monthll report for 
3ep'44) 

1-29-44 - 68th CD i. loaated at Manu•• (Oo••erY7tlt Sea Dl~ to 0 160133 OR 18921 4t4 
24 Noy l 44) 

12-6-44 - The 58th CB ordered to report to 0l{B Gua4a1caaal tor Itaging and outrttttng and to 
report to the 6th MarDiY for temp. add. duty. (Co••opaa Sec. DIDp. to Com7flt and 
CND Manus 010516 dtd 1 Dec'44) . 

12-12-44 - The following OBI. reque.ted to receiYe in.traction. in the u.e ot Bailer and 
TreadVB¥ Bridgea: 27th, !;8th. '71st. 1ooth, end 146th. (Oincpoa Sec. D1 p. to 
CNO, Comaopac nod Comservpao 072366 dtd 8 Deo'44) 

12-28-44 - The 58th CB 1s located at Pap1tal1a Point, Lo. Negros. To be released in Uoy'44. 
(Co~serfor7flt Sec. report for Oct t 44 dtd 20 NOyl44)~ 

1-3-45 - 1 Oet'44 report ot the 58th 0:8 _ located at Manu. during Sep'44. Report eDdor.ed 
b7 2nd Regiment. . 

1-3-45 - Reg. "0, 1s· cQDp'ised of the 58th, 7lst, 130th and 145th CS'. ass1gned temp dut" 
with ~~rCorpa.(Cincpo~ Sec. disp to Comsopac 240131 dtd 24 Dec '44). 

1-5-45 - 1 Nov'44 report of the 2nd Reg. - The 58th DB rec'd a dratt of 122 men during Oct 
from the 35th OB. 

1-11-45 - 1 Nov l 44 report of the 58th OB - lOCAted at Manu•• Report endorsed by 2nd Reg. 
1-12-~~ - The 58th aD is no long~r located at ·Manus.(Oomser7flt Sec. dlep to 010 231053 dtd 

5 Jp.ll '45). 
1-13-45 - The 58th md 71Bt CBe l're at Guadalcenal _ to 8l,1.batttute tor the 37th and 27th 

CBs respectively. (Comaervpac Sec D1sp to AdOomlnpao 110201 dtd 11 Jsn'45) 

• 
. - R8th DB 

1-13-45 - 71st OB to be released earl1 in Dec'44 tor return to tb~ 30Pac area. (Oomaertor­
7tlt Sec report for Nov'44 dtd 15 Dee'44) 

1-15-45 - ~~ 58th C:8 located at G~dalcanal. (ONB Guadalcanal Sea Dlsp to ComseroDsopac 
OJ2325 dtd 13 J~nt45) . 

1-30-45 --Th~ 58th CB assigned to the 44th Reg.(OG 3rd Ph1b Corps to Clncpoa. CNO and lOth 1W 
~ 090556Z dtd 18 Jan l 45). 

1-30-45 -The 58th CB 1!'1 located 5Lt Guacialc:aJUll.(ONB Guadalcanal Sec. dlsp to Comseronsopae 
In0250 dt d ~f5 Jan I 45). . 

2-12-45 - 1 Dec t 44 report or the 2nd Rp.g. - The 58th CB va. detached trom the Reg. on 

2 Dec'44. Since arriving in the Admiralt!e. (17 Apr~44)t Batt baa rec'd 187 re­

placement •• 


2-15-45 - The 58th aD is located A.t Guadaleanal. (CIm Guadalcnna1 Sec. disp to Comseronaopac
OlO?55 dtd 9 reb'45). 

2-19-45 - 1 J~n'15 r~nort of the 58th aD - located at Guadalcanal. 58th CB left Manu. 
9 D~ct44 and ~rrivpn at Guc~alc~nal 12 Dec'44. 

3-31-45 - 1 reb'45 report of the 58th C:8 - located at Guadaloanal. Batt wal re-outtttted 
and staged at GuadalCtll1al beC8U.llfl milita1'7 neae ••1ty deunded that theT train with 
the 6th MarDlv. Report end. b7 44th Reg. 

4-10-45 - 1 Mar'45 report of the 58th OB - B~ttallon on temporar,r addltlGnal duty with 6th 
Marine Dlvhion at <lundaleaDal. Report encl. 'b7.44th Reg. 

4-16-45 - The 58th 0:8 hAs been ordered to the Oenpao area. (Com.eron.opao Sec Rep dtd 1 Apr) 
5- 1-45 - Dlrpacdocke P Sec Rep of 1 Apr t 45 ahowe the location ot 58th DB as OkinBws with 

CG ~iarDlv. 
5- 8-45 - The Dlrpacdocks S.l. Seo Rep ot 15 Apr t'45 thoWI the 58th OB located at Ok1Dawa with 

the 6th MarDiv. 

http:eDdor.ed


Loeation - Guadaleanal. Okln~wn 5atlr C.B. -
5-16-45 - 1 M~Y'45 report of the 58th a Batt waD attached to the 6th MarDi. for initial 

operations at Okinawa. The battle hdqtr. with 36 otf. and 8S1 men mOTed from 
Gu.edalcanaJ. on 12 Mareh end arrived t Okinawa on 1 AprU. A rear echelon of 5 
off. and 170 men was left at Guadaleanal tor 10adiDg and handling of batt cargo. 
The rear echelon h expected to arrive at thi baae in the earl7 part of May. On 
6 ~pril, temp addtl duty with the 6th MarDlT VB. compl ted and control of the batt 
trfd to the 44th Reg. and on 14 April came under the operational control. thru the 
Regiment. of Comdr Oonst Troop_, leOom.· Report routed Tia 44th Reg. and 10th ~rg. 

6-15-45 - 1 Jun l 45 report of the 58th CB - located at Okinawa. 96 man trfd to Stat 8 for re­
habilitRtlon. In the report of 1 Ml>~. it waa reported that f\ rear echeion of the 
batt was left nt GUAdalcAllJ\l tor loading and handling bAtt careo not carried with 
the forwd movement of the bat t. On 1 M~ 45 2 otf. and 60 men arrived e.t th i 9 baae 
with a portion of the batt cargo. It Ie und~r~tood that the remaining 3 off. and 
113 men have embarked eloog with the b~l of the batt cargo and will arrive at this 
bese duri~ the ooml~ month. Report vie. 44th Reg and lOth 1!rg. 

7-14-45 - 58th OB detached 1 July trom the 44th Reg. Ordered to proceed 1mmedlate1~ and 

report to OinC 43rd Reg for dut7_ (lOth Brg aec order. eer 00132 dtd 1 Jul1 to 

OinC 58th OB) 


7-23-45 - The 58th CB A,s ·;igned. to the lOth Brg and 43rd Reg. effective 10 Ju17. (OCT APe 

331 sec report on assignment of CB units Ber 897 dtd 10 Jply) 


~- ~-45 - The 58th CB reported to the 43rd Reg on 1 July for dut7. (43rd Reg Bec end ser 

00582 dtd 1 July to Oine 58th CB) 


8-~-45 - 1 Aug'45 report of the 58th CB - located at OkinaWA. 45 men tr~afd for rehab 

le(lve. 16 men transfd for overage discharge. 44 replEtcementa recd. Batt was 

dete.ched from the 44th Reg on 1 July l'..nd ordered to report to the 43rd Reg.

Report via the 43rd Reg and 10th :erg. . . 


• 
Location - Okinaw8 58th OB 

9-4-45 - 58th CB w~s detRchp.d from the 44th Reg. on 1 July'45 & reported to the 43rd Reg 

on orders of CCT, APO 331. (4~rd'Rcg sec monthly report for July 145, mpplement 

to). ~ 


9-19-45 - 1 Sept l 45 report of 58th aB. Located at Okinawa. Report via 44th Reg & lOth 
Brig. 98 ~en trRnsferred to the U.d. for leave & reasstgnment. 19 men tranaferrec 
to U.S. for over-nee d1Bch~r"es. 195 replacements were rec'd. On 15 Aug145, 
58th CR WAS detached from the 43rd RE>g. &. reassigned to the 44th Reg. 

10-24-45 - 1 Oct'45 report ot 58th aB - located at Okinawa. Report Tie 44th Reg. & lOth Brg. 
160 men transferred to U.S. for lea.e & rea••~ent. 191 men transferred to U.S. 
for discharge undexfohe"polnt s7stem. 'ltmen transferred to U.S. tor OTer-age 
discharges , 159 replacements were rec1d. 146 men were rectd from batte 
decommissioned on thta leland: 

ll-GO-45 - 1 Nov'4,5 report of 58th OB - located at Okinawa. Report ViA 44th Reg. & lOth Brg. 
174 lDen transferred. to U.S. for discharge under the point Byetem. 168 men vere 
rac'd as replacements. 11 men rec'd from other units. 

1-2-46 - mrOB, Okinawa directs Comservtlp.c to release 58th CB on 1 leb l 46. (ONOB. Okinawa 

disp 302320 Dec l 45 to Comservpac). 


1-10-46 - Comservpac re'!.sNOB. Okinawa tcf~,~II~:B~ (Oomaervpac d1 ap 072145 Jan '46 to NOB, 

Olfinawa.) • 


2-13-46 - Authority granted to defer inactivatioD of 68th aB. (Oomlervpae dbp 080226 

Feb. 46 to NOB Okinawa) • . 


3-14-46 - Comservpac states states it is deBirable to proceed with inactivation of 58th 

OB at earl1es t date. (Comaervpac d1lp 140243/Mar to llOB Okinawa)_ 


3-22-46 - 1 Mar 46 report of 58th OB - located at Oldnawa. lleport Tia 48th liege 


.. . 



0 

Locetion - Okinawa 

4-3-46 - Comservpac order" OB OkinAwa to proceed with inactlTation of 68th CB. 

prevlouBly deferred. (CoMeervpac 411!p 02211~7 April to BO! Ok1nawa). 


4-19-48 - 1 Apr 46 report ct: 68th CD - located \ Okinawa. Report ...1a 48th Beg eAt. 

6-3-36 lnactiTated 21 46- all per. tran.t lDaocor4 Co CJ."7 3266 &.&8 
Begt order.. ( Ltr Oin 0 to Olne 48 Begt 4t4 21 Mar 46) 

5-12-46 - 1 May report ot 58th CE- 16cated. at OkiDava. Jleport Tla ,48th Begiment. 

" 

• 
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14 Apr'43 - Depart....d. Port Htttmem . for" 

4 ~'43 - Arrived Vunda Pe1nt. llJt r)·l·

13 Ju.,'43 - 1st Ech. (13 Off. II &24. • 

LaVella.
14 Aug'43 _ 2nd Eoh.(3 off" 167 ae. lett ter 
17 jng'43 - 3r4 1ch.(5 .ft .. 214. .. )lef\ tor VellaLa'e1t.B 
23 Aug'43 _ 4th Jab.(l off" 66 en) 1.tt tor 'ellaLa'. , 
2 Jan 144 _ Left Vella LaVella tor AIlcklancl. 

Feb'44 - Wpnt to Eussells(date UDkDown) 
20 Apr'44 - 1st Ech. arrived Manu•• 
22 Apr'44 - 2nd Ech. arrived Manu•• b 3. ­
'9 Dec '44 - Left Manu 
 staging). (OomliavBaselSoPac area ' ; 
12 Dec'44 - Arrived Guadalcanal. 

: •S. LaSalle and U. S. S. .A.ur1€& on 

leG'"" 

Info furnished Fal. Perl. rll•• b1 CB Operatbu• ~~7 NCR 6654 to ADnaTbaae Vella 
.... CI.'f 1:J.J.liJ - :,ep. 

3- 9-44.. 1 Jan '44 report of 58th CB - preparing to move trom Vella LaVella for reet and 
recuperation first part of Jan t 44. 

3-13-44 - 58th OB left Ve;l.la LaVella formouperatiOIl on a Jan l 44. (Jan l 44 monthl.y' report) 
3-25-44 - 1 Mar l 44 report of 58th OB - etaglng at Bussell Islands. 
5-18-44 - The 58th is at Manus. (AiS 5/16/44) 
6-19-44 - 1 Apr ' 44 report of 58th CB - Ste&ed at Pavuyu II. Detail of 30 men at Vella 

LaVella tor trans-Ihlpment of equip. left there during itagiDg. Balance ot equip_ 
shipped out 19 .Mar'44. On 28 MarI44, 8~ ot batt. · embarked for adTtUlce balle. 
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HISTORY OF THE FIFTY-EIGHTH NAVAL CONSTRUCTION BATTAUON 

1942 - 1945 

STATESIDE 

During the discLssion on the makeup of 
the Battalion Cruise Book, it sud 's l:r 
occurred to us thai there rea lly hod been 
a time when We had not been in the Navy 

In spite of what all of us thought and thai 
o ur service w as timeless, it is true however , 
that the Battalion W OB commissioned on 26 
December 1942, at Camp Allen, Norfolk, 
Virgin ia. Of course to a ll intents and pur­
poses that was the date \,Ie b ecame a real 
part 01 the United States Navy . However , 
just a few weey..s prior to the launching of 
the 58th, most of the "original gang" en­
tered that horrible phase of Navy life kno wn 
as "boot", on the 30, November 1942. 

It w as on this day that something new 
was added, fot prior to then, we had a lways 
known that there were two ways to do 
something, "the right way" and " the wrong 
way." The new way we W",fe soon to dis­
cover was the "NAVY WAY. " 

,The main body or at least the East Coast 
gang arrived about 0530, the bakmce in all 
s t.:rges .:rnd times in the next few days. 
Upon the arrival of the advcmce group, w e 
i:nmediate1i' lined up for chovr , the iirst oi 
what wa· to become the longest line in the 
world. As we stumbled through the dawn'3 
early light, we were given [he pass-word for 
:idcuJlle, "You'll be sorry-you'll be serry '· 
How true it was to be. 

After chow, were assigned to particular 
Darracks and, after several uncertain 
!;'lusters , each of us finall y was assigned a 
company and platoon. Orders to fall in 
and, .for heaven's sake, you jerks, try ,:rnd 
;cok iike sailors vre were off to Ine 
~eceiving' hut of all boots line up:::md 
s trip dovm . take all Y OU[ valuable.:;, ti e 
th8m in G handkercbj.-·/ around your wrist 
crnd sto ~:J your civilian clothes in a c.::rrd­
cccrrd box to send home or donate to lhe 

Red Cross (did they eve r get homel 
thus ended the las1 vestige of civilian 

life- 'l,hat a sight-a fe w hundred guys 
standing around naked as the day the y 
were born. 

Some guy , we learned later was a corps­
man, probably it was Mike Maloney, re ­
mem ber the shinner} or Johnn y Rig';:js , 
painted a b ig red number on your chEst cmd 
off you go for the physical-bend over­
hop on one foot, now the other-cough­
open wide-ouch ! a shot-and out the 
door-b oy, the Navy was hard up to pass 
us guys-into the clothing depot, take this, 
sure if it don't fit , you can exchange it­
off to the barber, as they were called, and 
back to barracks for firs t assignments . 

O u r recollection of ourselves as a boot 
- was a sub-human w ith a close cropped 
haircut (for fifty cents, vrewi!l nol cut off 
too much), ill -fitting clothes. with not enoug h 
to keep warm at times-a very definite a we 
of our SEaman First as pushers . (Jttter a 

fe w days of wondering if we ever had a 
house or horne ... we heard our name mis­
pronounced so many times we were not 
sure of it ourselves our pride and 
dignity vanished upon beiny assigned the 
head delm l . shots.. mess cooking 
shots pearl diving washed enough 
pots and pans to supply the City of New 

York we hupped one, two, three, four. 
and your lelt until we vlere sure that the 
pusher W So the 1'.10'ther-in -Lct'I-i 'He thought 
hCid been left behind. 

Fina lly, when we di<1 have tim'.:: for our ­
selves, rsst vias OUt of '~he question becc\Use 
there was the la undry problem i.n lact, 
the only joy we ever had in Cl life oj 0: b00t 
was to hear 01 the crrrival of othet boo ts 

. madly we rushed io the wire enclosures 
e nd tactically spread-eagled ourselves on 
il screeching . . . "you'!] be sorry" 
··JT,.:;u'll be sorry ." 
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,Remember just belore taps, the bull ses­
sions Ihe women in our liv"s .. . and 
ilie swell job we left to come into this aum 
auUa . . . those wonderlul Chris tmas pack­
ages from Mom. the Missus, Sis and thE: 
best gal that kept us from starving to dealh 

. . But lhe day of liberation was soon on 

hand. On the evening of 26. December. 
1942. alter we had received our ·~olors and 
passed in re view. the gates were open and 
w e were tree . ailors a t last . . look 
out. Taja. here we come . 

The next morning. after scanning the 
buJleUn boards for our pe rmanent com­
panies and platoons, we reported to our 
new Chiefs for orders . Dress Blues and 
off to . 

CAMP PEARY, WILLIAMSBURG. VIRGINIA, 
27 DECEMBER 1942. 

On ly one word is possible to describe 
our stay at Peary M -- u-- D- By 
now. we were well a cquainted. and after 
a day or so of squaring away. we entered 
several weeks 01 military and technical 
training. w hich was designed to prepare us 
for overseas dUly. 

Those who were selected fer schoolin g 
in "boot " a l Camp Allen con tinued their 
courses cmd o thers were ass igned 10 tech­
nical training that was not available while 
in "boot". such as small boat handling. 
cargo loading. '.vater purification. dee p sea 
divino and a number of olher courses 
essential to the security a nd welfare of the 
battalion in the field . 

The balance of the battalion were assigned 
to other details which in the mosi part con­
sis ted of building Camp Pearv for future 
batta li ons. There may have been civilian 
-:;ontractors working in the Camp bu t the,/ 
'.vere not too visible to the ,58th. 

Living was rugged at Peary and he tin? 
'Has Q problem and all hands hit the sacl: 
at night in full dress. socks. skivies . cover­
a lls. pea coat cmd in some cases. gloves anci 
-.'latch caps. However, the 58th boing very 
talented sqon sol ved Ih0 heating problem 

by strilang oil in the right places and, 
shortly thereaher Quonset Huts were cheer· 
fully lighted wit h oil stove glvw and wer"! 
comfortably warm. 

Chow grew from bad to worse and then 
improved after the medical officers did a 
b it of checking. Sick bay lines were long 
and most everyone had some sort of a cold. 
as a result the firs t slop on liberty. was the 
Ioca! drug store for some recommended 
patented medicine 

Liberty was not the best in the worLd but 
it was liberty- and alter a 5-mile hike to 
the main gate via thumb or foot. one was 
ready 10 turn back. The return was even 
more rugged and. a fte r flopping in ill d up 
to here. several times on the way in, you 
approa ched the catwalks leading to the 
barracks and some hipmate on guard duty 
would bellow out: "Hall, who goes there. 
e tc.... and g ive you the business lor about 
ten minutes. Guess some of us really 
tried to be salty or something or perhaps 
five minutes b efore the Sergeant of the 
quard had asked him what 'Jenera! order 
Number 4 was and neither of them knew it. 
(What the dickens was it any way) . After 
much scu ttlebu tt from the Captain of th<:: 
hea d . we learned that we were shipping oul 
to Gullport. Mississippi. Of course, leave 
'Nas. on everyone's mind. 

Railroad a rrcmgements were d rawn up 
for a special train to take us from Gu lfport 
to Boston. making stops emoute for the Eas t 
Coast gang. However. this idea ,'.ras short 

STOPOVER EN ROUTE TO CALIFORNIA 
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lived and, m a few days, we checked our 
gear, ':lot iinal shots, bought more clothes 
at snk"tll sto es than we ever used, stood 
Captain 's inspection by Captain Ware, 
had a dress porode, b:>arde d buses to the 
Railroa d Slation a t Williamsburg and oll to 

California. 

The battalion moved across coun try in 
three difleren t train sections and this was a 
wonderfu l trip - as most of the Ea st Coas t 
g a ng had never crossed even the Hudson 
Ri ver here tofore When we stopped at 
various towns cIlong the wa y, the people 
!here see med genuin&iy g lad to see us and 
loaded us daVin w ith magazines, cakes, 
cookies, ca ndies and fruits. 

CAMP ROSSEAU. 

PORT HUENEME. CALIFORNIA 


We arri ved at Camp Rosseau at Port 
Hueneme early on the morning of 29 
February 1943 and it ilas a typical Cali­
10rniC.l day. We were directed to our camp 
orE- a which was a d uster at Quonset Huts 
accom moda tmg tv,'elve men each, w ith 
Army cots as b nks . 

In spite of the many weeks of past train ­
lng, we fou nd vIe still had much to lean, 
and a ll entered into the advanced training 
with real spirit. One memorable e vent of 
this lrainingwas thai hike with lull packs 
a n d the ~ham battle on the beoch. 

After spending about ten da ys getting 
squared away, li was announced that all 

were to receive a nine day leave. This 
order caused a Hurry of o:;xcitl.:menl and :til 
sorts of attempts to secure trans portation 
back East Jor the major;l'{ of .the battalion 
personnE:l. The distance and the shortn.::ss 
of leave ca used many to return (wf:r leave 
and the less sa id about th is the be ttef 

Wi th Holl ¥,vood, the Mecca of the enter · 

tainn ent w orld onl y sixty miles aWGY , 

libe rty was something to look forward to 

now. Remember the Holly wood Canteen 
w ith its array of g lamorous star.:; from the 
mo vie cc,lon y, b ig name bands and radio 
r::elebnlies. Here the gan'] danced with 
Belly G ra ble, Carole Landis and Cl ho t of 
others . 

Hollywood , of course, was not the only 
to ',v Cl t ere wa s. Santa P ula ... Camaril lo 
.. Ocean Park . . Bever ly Hills Santa 

Monica. . and ot course good o ld Oxnard 
Clnd Ventura where some of the bo ys we re 
able to locate apartments and bring their 
wive s in for a last visi t. 

IQ uite suddelliy, we "'ere s ecured, final 
lette rs home, (Ind, on April 13, we boarde d 
the U.S.S. La.:Jalle and shipped out overseos 
for Is land X. 

U.S.S. 	LA SALLE 

,Life on the LClSalle was not too pleasa t, 

being overcrowdeu, chow lines were the 
longest in the world and, except for a lew 
cases of seasickness, about the only eVEnt 
of impor tance on this trip, was the cominy 
aboard of King Neptune's Court. Nearly 
all the gang w ere Pollywogs and it took all 
day to complete the ceremony of in itiatmg 
all as shellbacks. 

During the trip, we stood relief gun 
watches, held targ et practice, acq uired a 
real sun ta n, lost a few b ucks in the vario us 
games of chance had about nine ty­
e ight genera l q uen-ters' d ril ls and sighte d 
nothing but Uying hsh-most of the li me 
was spent in the Idle scuttlebutt as to ou r 
destinations and the navigators in the gang 
made all sor ts of pred ictions as to our loca­
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lion on the broad Pacific and even had 
de finit news of an01her battalion, that lell 
about the time we sailJ?d being sunk with 
all hand~ losl. Early on the mcrning of 1. 
May, J943, a small patrol boat w as sighted 
and, from the roOT that rang ou t, you 'd 
thou ght we had come upon the whole 
Pacilic F1eel. Shortly therealt r , we found 
out it was a pilot beat to g Uide us into the 
harbor of Lau loka o ff the fsland of Viti Levu 
of the Fiji Group. 

THE FDIS 

We laid in the harbor for twen ty-fo ur 
hours be la e any particular element o f tht:: 
battalion went a shore much of this time 
was spent gazing at the sights a long the 
shore line, expressing complete wonderment 
a t the huge jelly-fish that floated by count­
lese thousands, past the ship and !Come 01 
the deep sea fis hing experts threw some 
drop lines over the side te see what was 
bitina . Notive boats came alongside to 9ar­
ner some of the tourist trade and the boys 
as usua l were taken for coconu ts at 
twenty-five cents to a buck. a nut. Other 
chaps who had not seen top side for the 
Entire voyage exposed their areen colored 
laces to the South Pacific sun for the fi rs t 

time. 

After much ado about nothing, the gold 
braid decided thatw8 hod arrived at ihe 
proper place and cargo booms were set in 
operation and we began to discharge our 
cargo. As we cleaned out each hatch, it 
was discovered that the bulk of the outfit 
had been quartered diredly over barrels of 
high octane gas which of course made 
ev.ryone a bit squeamish 01 what might 
have happened if we got a fish 00 the 
way ave'!' . 

After th ree or four days of un loading 
ca go, the battalion went ashore, was 
quartered in tents on a hLll top at 
Uvunda oint overlooking the harbor We 
forgo t to mention C ub 3, the outfit that 
made the' tri p with us, was also quartered 

on the adjourning hill. The only real in­
terest we had In this outfit was main!, 
that they had a motion picture projector and 
VleTe left ~~bind when we shoved off irom 
the Fijis, of herwise the less said the better 

Company D of the 3rd Battalion WClS 

located down the road from our new camp 
sile and much time was spent with them 
unti l they shipped out and were replaced 
by a C B M U Battalion. 

Li fe in Fij i was pleasant and , after a lew 
,.veeks of squaring aw ay our camp site, we 
had time for sports , movies and liberty in 
tautoka, Nandi and MBA. The weather VIas 
ideal rarely topping 90° or lower than 60 ° 
and, with the exception of one real heavy 
fall. we had little rain. Viti Levu , meaning 
biq island , was the largest in the Fiji Group 
and contained three-filths of the island 
group's population . The native Fij ians were 
Melanesians, copper brown, fuzzy headed, 
tali, lithe, gentle and easy going. Their 
forelat h<?rs wpre the world's foremost head 
hunters and this particu lar custom was 
used to great advantage against the Taps 
in the Solomon's campaigns. 

Shor tly after set tinq up camp, our lalm­
dry problem was so ved by having the 
natives do it; most of whom spoke very 
good English wi th a mixture 01 Americ n 
cuss words. Boola was the new pass word 
and a pack. of butts was the medium of 
exchange. 

Liberty was granted and des ired in the 
villa ge of Lautoka w hich allered ice cream 
made from condensed milk: and spiritous 
liquors mad e from something else. The bar 
at the local pub was filled to overllowing 
immediately upon opening and an amusing 
sight was to watch the native bartenders 
opening soda bottles w ith their te eth. After 
a few liberties, it was fo und necessary 
to establish a shore patrol to keep the bat­
talion intact, as some of the boys would come 
out of the pub and overlook the fac t that 
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there were steps (ladders to you old salts ) 
and take off, the net resu lt being a brUIsed 
and bloody return from liberty. Sick bay 
was quite a b usy place and many much 
delayed opera tions were performed b y Doc­
ters Pelow a nd Bro \'.fO Doctor Brisken, the 
battalion dentist , hung out hie shingle and 
overhauled ma ny mou ths A softball lea g ue 
was formed and "D" Company took the 
championship wi th a few ringers from 
Headquarters -Later they played several 
Army unit teams stat IOned on the island. 
One of the S or Ling highlights was the 
games, between Cub 3 o tficers und tbe 58 lh 
gold braid. LL's . Reynolds and Corton 
formed the battery with Ensign Cox as 
Captain and Lt. Jaq ua as cheer lea der. Time 
passed very quickly a nd q w te suddenly w­
received our orders and s truck· camp, 
loa ded our gear on the U.S.S·. John Penn 
and off to another Is land X. 

USS JOHN PENN 

The trip on the John Penn was quite 
different than the LaSalle She was a larger 
sh ip a nd we were her only passengers. 
Many of the crew were fro m the Ea s t Coast 
a nd they made us welccme aboard. Chovi 
was good . In Ihe mornmg, each pia loon 
mustered o n the top s ide to take a tabrine 
a substitute for quinine as we were soon to 
enter malaria infested islands . We made a 
s top over of 24 hams a t Numea, New Cale­
donia, to pick up a convoy and des troy r] !' 
escort When it wa 'S announced tha t we 
were in the Coral Sea, .:l r " Iron Bottom 
Boy" , as it was known to Navy men, we 
then rea lized thai we Wt re entering the 
real business part 01 the South Pacific W ar. 

On 31, July , we dropped anchor in the 
roadstead o ff Koli Poim, ':; ua dalcanal, a nd 
ove r the Side on cargo nets and in to Hig­
g ins Boots for the kmdwg. We were as­
Signed (( place on th bea ch a longside of 
ne 24lh Battalion leur echelon and had 

chow With the 4th Speclo Battalion 

Guctdalcanal w s s ldl within the range 
01 Japanese:: b omb.:;,r Irom Vila on Kolom­

bangara and other enemy held airfields 
lart er north on Bougainville and the 
Shcrtlands. They came down'regularly on 
moonli t nights, dropping their bombs on 
d umps, shipping and airfields along the 
northern coas t of the Island which was tbe 
only occupied part at that ti me. Here we 
were mtroduced to a ir raid warnings as 
sirens moa ned a warning of approaching 
a ircraft tha t were picked up b y radaT. 
Lights went ou t immediately. leaving only 
vague shapes 01 tents a nd trees as the men 
took to the foxholes. 

WHAT, NO POWDERED EGGS? 

Camps and d umps of materia l stretched 
for over SLxt y m iles along the coast, and 
over the length of the island dust rose like 
mist on a summer 's morning . A ceas01ess 
s tream o f velucles carried troops and sup­
plies from dump to camp, a nd from camp 
to the load mg beach. Night and day , th is 
work went on . Guadalcanal in 1943 ':las a 
scene oi continuo us a ctivity- as fever ish 
as the coloni8s of an ts w hich infested Its 

earth and trees. Two years previously, 
barefooted naLives padded si le ntly through 
cathedral like aisle o£ coconut p lan ta tlOn. 
peacefu ll y gatheri ng fallen nuts, and only 
a lew canoes and an occasional tra d ing 
launc broke the tranqu il surface of those 
s pphire vva ters between the Islands. 

Along the beach", , lay rusty crall ond 
relics of sLIps and landing craft, sCOlTed 
pa lms Gnd t U-; e:S told the ta le of the bitlEr 
liqhlinq tl.a t h d taken place between the 
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faps and our fGrce~ We splm! much of our 
free tim!? her@ on sir.lhtseeiwJ !'Jurs of the 
bo::ItUelield where even pie es of ~hrapnl]l 

were 10 be seen Imbedded into the trunks 
of the trees. 

VELLA LA VEUA 

On August II. J943. the 5Rth prepared to 
em ark from Guada lcana l for the landing 
on Vella La Vella. An advance party wenl 
ahead to survey Ihe ite for the a ir s tri p 
and mark the b€'ach for the landing. This 
party was composed of the Ski pper. Cdr. 
Lewis, Lt. Reynolds , Lt. (i ) C urrie. W 0 
Smith. W Moss, CCM, and F J Dowlin g, 
Ce M. 

The scouting part y boarded PT Boa ls a t 
Ca nal on the ilernoon of August 11 for 
tbe overnigh t run up to Ve lla LaVelia. It 
wa s a roug h trip an d not only d id the party 
sutier PT sickness bu t were spotted b'[ Tap 
planes who bombed and s trafed them for 
nearl y two hours. 

,/~j-:.., 

VEllA LaVEL LA NATIVFS 

Lt . Re ynolds sa id aftpr '.'l'lrds . .. th'?r'? '.'.'as 
no t hil1 ~ e ls'; for I S to dQ h ilt li t: tlndr>r t1 ,r , 

\orredo tubes Clnd pra y. Afte r awhile of 
prcry incr that the bo mbs. " IQ ldd ne i hit LIS , 

'He thought bette r of it I'md c:i.'?c id'2d Ita! 
the bombs were not r'J~ Ixtd CI '~ I he' ::"'1 
2ic:kne,s,' 

Hov/ever. nene were hurt -::Ina H:e f:'o rt j ' 
;" \Pclktd .-,,,hore Illst b-·f......r da--i :. 'ht on 

August 12 The island was alive with Tap 
patrols but they evaded them and began 
slIrveYlnq the landing and Olr-slrtp sites . 
Howeve r, they did encounter some faps, 
who were wiped out Lo the man , The skip­
per said. " we sure were looking forward 
to the 15th, when the /iTs t de ta chme nt of 
the ba tta lion was d ue to land, because the 
patrols of la ps were becoming larger." 

We ll, if the a dvance party were having 
troub le wi th the Nips, so was the ma in 
landing par ty. The first detachme nt to em­

bark boarded two LCY's and two LST's at 
Koli Point on Augus t 13th. On the nigh t of 
the thirteenth, the craft were ly ing oU 
Lunga Poin t w hen Jap planes attac ked 
them . The at tack la sted three hours a nd , 
during i t , the Nips sunk the John Penn, the 
ship we had come to the Canal from the 
Fiji's . We all were saddened by the loss 01 
this ve teran of European and Pacif ic w r­
fare because of the many friendships made 
'.vhile aboard her. On the morning o f the 
fourtee nth , the convoy shoved o ff and, at 
dawn 01 the fifteen th , it approached the 
beach at Vella La Vella 

It was a beautiful sighi. The tropica l 
green of the Island was framed in the b lue 
o f the sea and the sky . Ever'{lhing was 
quiet a nd the sun wa s jus t corning up like a 
b urst of gold. Com J'! le nt was heard on all 
sides, "Looks just li ke the Fiji's and ius t 
another Pacific Islcmd," 

iNe beqan to unloa d the cargo from the 
ships a t Barakoma Villa ge The boys w it l~ 

the BAR's wer e actinq as g uards , a nd the 
unloading proceeded very s wiftly as we 
ha d prac 1 ed it man y t i ml~S bock on IhA 
Con a l. As the ramps of lhe LSI's came 
down . men and vehicles rolled out. as most 
o f our equ ipmen t WClS on six wheple rs, 'mel 
bum ped into the jUl1q les . BuUdoze rs were 
sent Clshore and soon coconut cmd po lm 
trees co me croshing down and p ushed over 
'mlh I'ard 01 coral to or romps to 1>0 

!>hips . Meanwhi le, long lin?!> of men WOlst­
. e'~p in water p a:::: :;cd boxes of s \J ppltE'~ 



and equipment, lor on LCI's all cargo must 
be man-handled. We all worked feverishly 
because we knew i.I was only a matter of 
a shor t space 01 time before the fap p!cmes 
would be on us as the w hole landin =.r 
operation could be observed from e nemy 
lookouts on Kolombangara only thirteen 
miles across the water. Qui te suddenly, the 
a larm was sounded end all hell brokt'= 
loose Everyone took off lor the boom­
docks or the ships. High in the sky. planes 
z08med and droned, their machine guns 
spitting leaden death It seemed as if tOe 
sky were made of cloth which was violently 
being torn to shreds by giant invisible 
hands . The lirs t ottack lested live minutes 
and seemed hours, then it began again, 
through some miracle, none of the OW] 

were hur t. When this attack was over, 'lI e 

completed the unloading and moved up a 
hiU to dig in Lor the night as best we could 
In " fo xholes". There we:tY; so mony attacks 
during aJl of the dqy rmol the ni<;! h.l lhsrt it 
was a continue!l "Condition Red" 

The second echelon londed on i\ugust 17 
a t 1800 and this lcmding was a mistake, 
::;mce there wa" no air coverage from 
Mundo at th is late hour m the day. The only 
de fense we had was the fe w anti-aircraft 
guns that ho.d ::leell set up . Attempt ·'.'lere 
made to unload the ships but the constan t 
r:ri r attads made IhlS imp,:,ss ible The LST':; 
pulled off the beoch and ene of them was 
hit Clnd had to be sunk. Vie lost consider­
able equipment on this ship. The next day, 
the ·remmnm <;.l two were beached and were 
unloaded. 

The third -.'J.'we landed on Augus t 22nd. 
This b unch reallY';10 the business for. by 
now, the lops reall y had us spotted and 
knew whet[ we were Gboul to do. 

In the early morning about IOLO , they 
came over and bombed us a t ab;:;,u( 800 
feel. At top speed, screaming een ly ovsr 
the jungle, th o fap bombefs lie",... [0 the 
uttack. The hip 's gunners returnsd Illeir 
fire . bu t still the planes came in and le­

leased their loads or destruction . In a for­
mation of six. one suddenly waver~ and to 
the cheers of the gang, it bursts into a 
bright pyre of flames as the g.unners found 
their marlt. The other five however broke 
through and plastered us . They didn' t miss 
the target CIt tllis range and of the 1i11een 
bombs that fell. not one was less thdQ a 
hundred yards from the ships. It was a 
li teral rain of dea th, when the bombers 
pulled out of their shrieking plunge, not a 
man on the ship's deck was left stand ing 
The g u ns were either bla s ted to scrap or 
choked with coral d ust. 

W hile the smok", and dust o f the e x­
p losions still bla nkete d the ships, the gang 
on the beach and below the decks swarmed 
aboard to clean up. They found the decks 
li ttered with coral boulders, wounded and 
dead shipmates . Many men of the b Ital ian 
ha d Illanned guns d uring this raid and 
Roger Poulin, Sam Barker and S teve Pav ­
lick of Company "D" were badly wounded 
and on the beach Jay Bob Neumann, CM3C, 
our firs t fatal casualty of the enemy. ThiS 
wa s a oi Iter blow for Bob was loved by all 
who had come lfl contact with him. 

'ehe fourth wave arrived on Aug ust Z6th 
and the fifth on Aug ust 31 st and by this 
time the raids were lessened due to the 
MarinG D,.':fense Battalion b8ing sd up In 

'JcttOn. 

Dur1n9 the Ills t fe'll dol'S of 11m landinos 
over 34 Jap p lanes were shot down ATl th 
on lv Cl loss 01 t 'lO of ours. 

After thEe landings. we set obout to Guild 
Q camp SIte and establish an (lirho ld (:revi ­
ously surve yed by tIle advance party . O ur 
suppiies m .d gear were strewed trom cne 
end of the beach to the other in baEte 10 

unload the landing ships and countl2ss 
hours were spent locating this equipment 
Slow progres~ was made because we were 
constantly und er condition red because 01 
the lack of air p rotect ion in the !irst fe w 
days Velta LaVe lla was captured by by­

36 




passing other islands fortified by the Japs, 
such as Kolombangara, Ganongga, Giza 
and several other smaller islands nortb of 
Munda in the New Georgia group. The 
Mundo airfield was still subj ect to nig bt 
attacks which were quite frequent and, of 
course, Vella being north of Mundo, the 
Taps ha d us coming or going. 

Soon galleys were se tup and the cooks 
got together something hot w ith which to 
start the day. 

Slowly but surely the Camp took shape 
and the airfield began Lo look like some-­
lhing. Presently the center str ip was com­
ple te d and well bedded down with coral. 
This was not too soon for out of the skies 
o ne morning came a wounded Detuntless 
Dive Bomber. He buzzed over the strip and 
came (n [or a crash landing. We all were 
thrilled thai he walked awa y from the 
'"reck that was once a lig hting ship. A few 
days later, a P38 crashed and the p ilot 
a lso walked away from this one. 

The night bombing by the Japs contin ued 
and, though the y didn 't do much da mage 
to our installations, they did shatter OUI 

nervous systems. Chow got better as living 
improved and the lines at sick bety grew 
shorter. The overworked medical s taff were 
g reat moraie builders and the cheery ~miie 
of "Doc" Brown and his corpsmen Riggs, 
VanZandt, Horris , ?eeWee and Doug Rubb 
were always welcome. 

A long about the end of September, Dr 
Pelow and Commander Lewis were relieved 
and sent to new commands and were re­
placed by Dr. Fe ldman and Lt. Cdr. Q uayle 
It was here at Vella we lost most of our 
shiDmates through acciden ts or the result 
of the enE)m y bombing. Many o i the men 
come down with various tropical di::eases 
and "Nere evacuated. 

.Scuttlebutt was the order oi the day a nd 
Jll hoped to start home to the S tates b y 
Christmas: However, after completing the 

fighter strip, we packed our gear and left 
lor a well earned rest in New Zealand. 

It was many months before the 58th 
finally went home but even today, when 
ex-members meet, seldom is anything 
spoken of about our cruise in the Pacilic 
e xcept Ve lla LaVello. Every now and then 
an article will appear about the Pacilic 
Warfare and reference is always made 01 
this all-important outpost. Major General 
Twining, Commander of aircraft in the Solo­
mons at that lime said " it wa s the toughest. 
de nsest jungle in all the South Pacific," and 
the 58U1 CB's have constructed a modem 
field se t up for b omber fighter transport 
craft v/hipped the fi e ld in shape in record 
time makin g it the best in the Solomons 
although the hardes t to cons truct." 

On our trip to Ne w Zealand on the USS 
Tryon, which was a hosp ital tTansport ship, 
the chief medical officer said, " Wf' were the 
sorriest looking b unch," he ever saw and 
gave orders that all the men vlere not to 
have any duty whatsoever. 

AUCKLA.ND, NEW ZEALAND 

....... ·_.t..l 
TOP OF QUEEN STREET 

The harbor of Auckland was a wonderlul 
sight a nd even more plea::ant was the sight 
01 white women with shoes on. Vie were 
billeted a t who! was formerly a race track 
and, though it was not much better them 
other camps, no one m inded because we 
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seldom 'Nere there . Atter making alterations 
to our blues, which in the main now we re 
milch too large, ofI"w", wen t on libe rty. 

f he people in Auckland WE:re w o derfu l 
and opened the ir homes to uS and many 
made li lelong lriendships w hile the re. They 
'1,ere a lot li ke US and enj oyed ha ving 
Amencans around . Into their two b ig 
islan ds is packed a litll", b it 01 almost every 
country in the w orld an all agreed tha t it 
':105 one country tha t would be nice to 
c~me ba ck to after the War, 

We w ere wa rned about tossing our 
dougb around but, a s usual, we bought 
every thing we co uld lay o ur hands on in ­
cluding the fa mous "Tiki" . 

Quite a n umber found the ir wa y o ut o( 
Auckland and the surrounding Villa ge 01 
Rotur ua where they took the baths, hshed 

d climbed over mountains. Chow · 'II s 

greclt and meat was once agam plen tiful 
WIth Has h and ~,ae, our canine mascots, 
a t lo ng lasi having bones to gnaw c n . 

All too short was the s tay here and en 8, 
Feb ruary 1944, we held a "Farew ell Dance" 
.::t the town hail, and as the comm ittee !Jut 
11 : 

" W e came, we sa w, we w ere con­
q uered . Our sincere thanks to the hos­
pitable a nd friendl y people 01 New 
'Zealand ." 

Again we packed our gear for an::;th t:r 
inp to pans unknown leaving behind in 
Aobile Hospi tal 4 and 6 a goodl y n umber 
o t lllen who were just too worn ou t to ,;}C 

t ,ack up c.. Join to the islands. 

BAI'IIIKA. RUSSEll ISLANDS 

A lte r lGavmg Auckland, New Zeabnd '.'Ie 

...mJc·d un Bani ka, 01 the Russell Islands, 
17 r ob n . ..:tr~· , 1944. HE:re \'/ <2 spent our time 
5t:C: Iriny fl ew equipm8n t, small arms, e lc. , 

tor our ne;(t job This Vias t 1e island [nat 
: /f: Ivst ) ur ma sco ts, Hash ,::md Mat: , .::nd 

their sons and da ughters for some g old 
bra id didn't like dogs We were all sad­
dened b y th is loss for they had giVen cdl 
of us many a happy moment. 

LOS NEGROS. ADMIRALTY ISLANDS 
A major naval and air ba se, capable 01 

serVice, supply , and re pair forces aflea!, uir 
forces, and other a llied un its in the for­
ward area, was est blished early in 1944 
at Man us, in the Adm iralty Islands, about 
300 miles north of Lae, New Guinea, a nd , 
apart from the St ~,1atth io::; group, the 
northernmost group of islands in the So th ­
west Pacific area. Manus lay close to the 
enemy line of comm unication betw een Truk 
a n d Ra baul a nd also near the route be­
lween Kavleng and INewak. 

Manus and Los Ne';JIOs compr ise lite 
ma jor is la nds of the Admiralty group, 
which includes over 160 small islands. and 
a to lls and three tirs! clas,~ llorbors. 

Seeadlee Hmbor, one 01 the: lor ~es! ...md 
b~ t in the Southwest Paclhc, lib .. lti l in 
the e llipse tarmed by Manus, [1." c urvinq 
shore 01 adjoining Le s Ne£lfcs. Its pr0!ec[ed 
waters were capable o f accolTllll oda tll1q a 
lar<;Je flee t of cq pital ships. Los No"gro3 ,'las 
se para ted Irom Ma nas b y a narro Vi po=:; ­
sag e. The island wa s Iv ;: a nd , tor tbe mos: 
parI, sw mpy, wi th coral Just belo ','[ the top 
sciL 
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We landed in the Admiralti es 17 Apdt 
1944. and were assigned a construction job 
crt Popitalai Point. The next dO'I . survey 
crews Wf're sent a shore to seled a camp 
s ite . Constan t heavy rainfall and the un­
favorab le terrain, ho wever. made progress 
difficult . Quarters were iinally erected on 
coconul log footings at leas t two feet above 
the qrcund. 

fhe first maj or construction a ssignment 
':ras the bui lding of a 3D-foot primary road 
frc' lTI Lombrum Point to Fapita la i Point. 

f er tJ: dry dock storage area nd pe r­
sonnel camp we buil t seven, 40 by 100 foot 
wareh _uses, 29 quonset huts, a mess hall. 
'J ualley , a '.'rater sys tem, a nd a r:-::;conut 
Iocr, ":ora l-fi ll jetty. 40 by 80 lee t, the slle o f 
which r<:qu ired t::onsiderable WI. 

HelJ1IY rains, wh ich turned the area into 
a m":lSS of mud, considerably deJay€ d con­
str uction of a :?T-boat overhaul base and 

WORKING PARTY· ADMIRALTIES 
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personal camp. However. the lessons 
learned in the Fiji's and Vella in the use 
of coral came in handy cmd wer put to 
use. Due to the lack of roads we built a 
jetty to this base by hond labor and when 
it was completed consisted of seven 40 by 
100 foot wareho uses, three quonset huts, 
one 30 by 50 woodframe building, and a 
frame ga lley and mess hall. 

CB WAVE 

The ma jor p roject a t Papi talai , a tank 
farm with sullicient storage of fuel a nd 
diesel oil to supply a large base and maj or 
units of the flee t. was begun June 23rd. 
Lack of suitable coral for surfacing, again 
proved a handica p. Material lor tank fo un · 
da!ions had to be ferried a cross the ha rbo r, 
and roads deteriorated to such an extent 
that corduroying was the only solution . 
However, the 58th met the task head-on and 
b y August 15th the first 2S tanks were com­
pleted on schedule and work continued 
until 63 tanks were erected, each having a 
10,000 barrel capacity A two-way pumping 
system and a drum lilling p lant completed 
the farm which was split into sections, 
making it possi ble to operate from any 
single unit or series of units . 

Over lour miles of pipe were installed 
throughout the area a nd well over two mil­
lion bolts were used in the cons truction of 
the tanks. The job took over 38 ,000 mon­
hours to comple te. The engineering oang 
under Lt. (jg) Gene Gieger were respon­



sible for the layout and location of the 
tanks; Lt. (jg) Rudy: Peters was in charge 
ot tank construction, and C.W.O. Charlie 
Gartrell of piping and pumps. Lt Reed. 
Oilieer in Charge 01 the Papitalai Fuel 
Dock. stated that, throug hout the water test­
ing and construction , the receiving and 
delivering of oil was car ied on with a 
minimum of trouble, due to the excellent 
cooperation of the 58th crews." 

Commander P.L.A. Keiser, Ofiicer in 
Charge of the Second Construction Regi­
ment, wrote to the 58th the following letter 
at commendation: 

I. As the time approa ches for the de­
parture of the Second Construction Regi­
ment from the Admira lty Islands, the Oilicer 
in Charge wishes to commend the officers 
and men of the 58th Construction Battalion 
for the excellent job they have accom ­
plished in preparing this base for the needs 
oi the fleet. 

.2. The fine spirit in which the men car­
ried out early cons truction operations 
despite the Cact tha t they were working 
wi th a minimum of equipment in a very 
muddy terrain was in keeping with the 
highest traditions of the Navy. 

3. 1£ the past performance of the 58th 
Construction Battalion is an indication of 
future operations, the O fficer in Charge 
feels confident that the 58th Battalion. under 
the capable leadership of Lt. Comdr. Tur­
rentine will be des tined to be one of the 
best Seabee Battalions of the Navy . 

WhUe at Los Negros we found time from 
work to engage in boxing bouts, song fests, 
baseball games with the other units on the 
[sla nd. In addition, we purchased over 
$32.000 of war bonds. the largest bond 
being bought by Ead Tupper MM lie, of 

W-W-I the amount being $2,875. 

Having completed our task we hauled 
anchor again and set sail lor a return trip 
to: 

DOMA COVE. GUADALCANAL, arriving 

on December 14, 1944 . It was here that we 
staged for Okinawa. A comple te Jap vil­
lage was skillfully a ssembled of forty 
wooden buildings, some of two stories, 
complete with bank.. grog shop and a gisha 
house. This vill ge was named Bonegiville 
for its location on the banks of the Bonegre 
Line. This villoi,Je was the tra ining site of 
the 6th Marine Division and many a ma rine 
later at the battle for Naha expressed his 
undying gratitude to the 58th for the train­
ing he had rece ived in his weil simulated 
Clty. 



~Ne entered into real advan'7Gd [raming 
fer the invasion of Okinawa and -1ere ';om­
plet~ !·: b nek:d on th is particu la r Is land X 
tha t 0 :::me- up Iso this time- had ever heard 
of. 

During March ~!e shoved o ff for Okie in 
varous ~noups b r the bigges t Job in the 
8th history. 

OKINAWA 

Easter Sunday, April I, 1945 , a day long 
to be held in our memOries. The laraes t 
war lIeet ever to soil th e seas was as ­
sembled off the shores of Okinaw a and tbe 

din of th "' if heavy li re was deafc.n ing 

1'he landing was made w ith the a ssa ul t 
trocps an d it wa s not to b e t::ompar",d ()t a ll 
w ilh Ve lla Lo '1~lla, for by J030 the Mar I S S 

of the 6th Division had their days objective 
w ill-> lew casuolties 

;)oon as we Were ashore our 'Hork began. 
Ser Vl:1? as combat eng ineers in suppor t 
of (Jround troops , rehabilitatina and im­
proving na tive roads and brid(Jes , and 
rlesrina .enemy mines o nd demolitions. We 
located and developed, and operated water 
sUPr~h-' pomts ior all units, ins talled com­
munic;ation systems and be9a n the ground 
'!fork fo r pe rmanen t installations . Thes'? 
acti vilies were carned on night a nd do',' in 
s!=-,ite of en,, :ny sn iper oclivity, o rlillery fi re , 
Gnd c:ir attacks . 

The Mt:Irin8S had q llickly ('C'lplured You ­
tan Airfie ld on "D" Day and shortly a fter 
evenimJ chow they were amazed to see a 

[apane5e plane circle the field and come 
in for a perfect landing, The pilot 'Jot out 
and star ted to walk away and lhen .';l1d­

denly rea lized tl1at something was amiss. 
Hf! reached fe r his pistol and by doing so 
comple ted his last act in this world . 

None of the words written up to this time 
ca n fully describe what the men of the Bat­
talion had gone through and in a le tter 
your editor receiv8d from Chaplain Shell 
du ring the make-up of this book I though t 
it w ould prove in teresting to pause a nd 
listen to his opinions. 

MEMORANDUM FROM JOHN L. SHELL 

LT.. ChC.. USNR 


Attached to 58 N. S. NCB 

January 1945 - December 1945 


I found a sad looking punch of men when 
joined the 58th CB's on Guadalcanal at 

the beginning of the year in 1945 The men 
had returned from the Admiralt y Islands 
after many months of ha rd work in the 
South Pacific with the hope that they would 
soon be on their way home. Instead, rumors 
were flying around that the 58th would be 
attached to the 6th Ma rine Division for 
combat twining for the next invasion. I 
will never forget the b lue la nguage thai 
was used when these orders were officially 
announced at the movie- it was language 
that one could not use in the pulpit . 

Then follo wed a week of outspoken grp­
ing on the part of practical ly a ll hands. 
f rom all corners you could hear such ex­
pressions as these : ''I'm gonna blow m y 
top a nd get out of this outfit", and "You 
have hectrd of the Lost Battalion, Mere. Well, 
this is it!" After a couple of we eks, the 
()Tiping had strange ly q uieted down and 
the . men settled down to hard work :md 
preparation lor the rough days ahead. The 
conversation took another turn as we all 
slcrrted speculciting about where we would 
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hit f r the invasion. The g uesse ran any ­
wnere fro m the South coast 01 China to 
Tokyo itself, b ut as the "scuttlebutt" silted 
d a vin everything eemed to point to a n 
ISland by the name of Okmawa Arly how 
',-; E: .'le re told if we e ver managed to get 
on the beaches we would then have to 
Hqhl pOisonous snake s and deadly typhus, 
<r. ·.veU as the enem y. It sounded badl 

None o f us w ill eve r lorget the unbeiiev­
.W l ,:; bombarrlment on Easter Sunday , 19-15. 
t:"lQl preceded the invasion 01 O kinawa 
Tr1eo the work ot t e 58th rea ll y began in 
earnest! I sa w meo of the 58th , many 
-J1rea d y tired by long months 01 jungle war­
lar-, b uck le: d ow n to the hard job cf b ui ld­
109 roads, building Yon ton Airfield 9l1d .:1 

a czen o ther iobs The w ork went for 'lard 
lD spite of the bombing, constan a ir raids 
:11 nig ht, a nJ mud tha t was somellmes lmee 
deep It was the re I learned ,0 kno w Ihe 
m co of the 58t 1, a nd I [,Jund them to be' a 
','.'or. derful bunch of men. I ·.vas p leased 
Ihal so many found time for church services 
:iu :n9 those tlresome weeks. I found the 
aeep comra deship Within the Battahon 
. :he!1 we buried our shipmate, David 
Applegate. 

I a m deeply proud to have served '.'I ll:"! 

lr.e 58th. It was an e xp enence thar has 
e nn ched my life and reassured me oi [he 

leJiltl that is to be found In the hear ts 01 

i.1 CS t men, 

Sin('~· rf:l,/ yoms, 

JOHN L HELL 

On Ap ril 3rd w e too k o ver the repair and 
new construction 01 the Youtan Airfie ld and 
on the next day April 4th , we ha d one strip 
rea dy for lighter ope ra tion. 

Dur ing the la tter part of April we resur­
faced the exis ting runways and conslructeci 
taxi\v a ys, I ardstands, warm up aprons , pilot 
hous ing , and ga soline storage fa c illhes 
Damage con lrol parties filled bomb cra ters 
on one end of the runways whil~ enem'" 
planes were strailng the o ther end. In spi te 
a ! ene m y mteriere nce, the runwa ys were 
thus ke pt servicea ble a lmost without 
break. At the end of April, cons ruction was 
stm te d on a n ne w bomb c? f strip a t You! n. 

iUthough the initial landings were ac­
com piLshed wittlout g re at difficu lty, the fapB 
therea fte r did his utmost to harass OUf 

forces and tt lOde:r the occupation at thE· 
is land and tllB devdopment of the bose 

There were ~~ Gl air rmds in the pe nod 
fro ll l April 1st to June JOth Enem y nIg h t 
bombings were frequent and suicide a ­
tacks against shipp ing in the harbor dam­
aoed ons truction (:quip ment and materidl 
making· o ur task tllat much more diHicul t 
Much dange r W (1S dd ed to this by failing 
frag ments from our o wn anti-OIrcrail she il 
b ursts ,-.w.d misdirected Qutoml1tic 'Neopens 
fi re [rom ships in the ha rb or. 

However, in rune all organized enemy 
reSistance ceaSEd a nd cons truction work 
moved forward rap id ly. 



?"r annel of the 8th beaan no'll to ::-no .~ 
Coif for borne and very few of thr] original 
battalion were lelt. It would be impossible 
to cover every pbase of tbe batta lion activi ­
lies a t Okinawa. but uU should be inler­
~s led tilat by the close of 1!?4 5, D-:Jval 
fa cilities on Okinawu covered 20,000 a cres , 
and included 4, 180 lin '11 (~et of Wflarves , 
712,000 square feel of gene ra l r::overed 
sit) age, Ii ,778,000 square feet of open 
.::torog-e, 193 ,000 cubic lee l of cold !~ torage, 

a s ·....'e ll as storage (or 8,820 ,000 a ll')lls o f 
a via tion ga sol ine, '10 ,000 barre ls of diesel 
oil. 50,[100 barre ls o f fuel oi l. 13 ,000 square 
Ie t for amm unition . Aviation repair sh.::ps 
'.·overed 324 ,000 sq ar"" feel a nd g enerc'l 

repair shops 91.000 square (eet. Hospital 
space amounted to 338,000 square fee t and 
quarte rs 4,755,000 square feeL All of which 
the 58th ha d an imporlant share 

~eabees 
The navy needed ligh ters 
And the no vy needed me n 
So they organized the Sea bees 
Who could fight a nd work again . 

The ~; took we lders, riggers , boilmme n 
Bu tchers, cooks, and bake rs too 
And they put them in the nfl V'(,­
And shovled the m w hat to du. 


With a machine g un a nd f.J: rifle 

The Sea bep...s learned to shoot 

The'! used a hig machete 

f!.. thousar.d thin gs to br:.-ol 


They tOll '}h! us how to mar-:h and drill 

The,,' tau qh l us how to dress 

.'\nd V!f' I?v'C' n lea r "d to man 9 '" 


To get "seccmds at the mess" . 


We learned the navy lingo 

We cCflled it "hea d , deck and swab" 

We even iea rned t::- " knock it of{" 

Like an otl ler gob 


They taught us a ll these ma ny thi ngs 

In 13 weeks or less 

And what they didn't lea ch us 

We later had to guess. 


When we were throug h our training 

We left for Island "X" 

We had all our equipment 

It loaded do'}m the deck. 


The Japs they he ld the island 

When at las t it hOl e in sight 

W~ knew that tll €. y were read y 

So we got prepa ed to light. 
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PIlOU6H, Harold C. .IFn 
NEUMAN, Qober! F. CN.1/c
BUJaK Walter F. CtV~ 
AlHf;,fl?,fo, ArtlJur CN~ 
tl/JUflMJrJtt; loItuJL. 8NYc. 
JfJNDREAII, Oi/Fortl R CN~ 
BROBY, Eric A. CH~ 
NETIIIC'K, 6uJ' I. "'N~ 
LAZJI(JYIKII, 6«J1Ye .J* 
WANDA, Jot'.J'ph E. IFYc 
LANDRY, WI/Fret! A. CN* 
AIJPL£6ATE,lhvitl L. CN~ 

HrJOL/Y~, lbIJf1rt B. rYc 
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ITIN'ERAn.Y OF 58TH U.S.N. COflYSTRUCTlmT BATIALION 

13 April 191.3 


4 !-by 1943 


23 July 1943 


30 July 1943 


August 1943 

11 AUulYUst 1943 

13 August 1943 

14 August 1943 

17 August 1943 

23 August 1943 

2 JanllDo.I7 1944 

9 Jnnuar:r 1944 

11 7ebruary 1944 

17 Febru,ury 1944 

28 M:.u-ch 1944 

3 April 1944 

17 April 1944 

20-22 April 1944 

9 December 1944 

12 Doceober 1944 

1: :':arch 1945 

~ :.pril 1945 

21 ¥lSy 1946 

Departed Port Hueneme, Cal1!'ornia tor Cub ). 


Arrived Vunda Point, Fiji Island•• 


Departed Vunda Point, Fiji Islands. 


Arrived Guadalcamq, B.S;I. 


The 58th CB moved to Vella Lavella, B.S.I., in echelons as 

fol10....s: 

AdVance party, oonsisting of tour (4) officers and t ....o (2) 

enlisted me", embarked for Vella Lavolla. 


1st echelon, consisting of thirteen (13) officers and five 

hundred twenty four (524) enlisted men, embarked for 
Vella Lavelia. 


2nd echelon, consisting of three (3) officers and one hundred 

fifty seven (157) enlisted men, embarked for Vella Lavella. 


Jrd echelon consisting of five (5) officers and t ....o hundred 
fourteen (214) enlisted men, embarked for Vella Lavella. 

4th echelon, consisting of one (1) officer and sixty six (66) 
enlisted men, embarked for Vella !.avella. 

Departed Vella tave11a for Auckland, We", Zealand. 

Arrived ,'Auckland, New Zealand. 

De,parted Auokland, Wew Zealand, tor Russell Islands. 

Arrived Banika, RUBsell Islands. 

1st echalol') dElparted Russell Islands tor Admiralt1 I sl ande . 

2nd echelon departed Russell Islands for Admiralty Islands. 

Both echelons arrived Admiralty Islands. 

Debarked Los Wegros Island, Admiralty group. 

Departed Los N'egros Island tor Guadaloanal. 

Arrived Guadnlcanal. 

1st echelo~, connisting of twenty six (26) off~cers 8~ e1Eht 
hundred fifty-ana (851) men, departed Guadalcnnal with Sixth 
14arine Divisi~~, for Okinawa Island, Ryukyu group. 

1st echelon, consiatin~ of t~nty six (26) officers a~d eight 
hundred fort:r-f'our (844) enlisted tlen, arrived at Okinawa in 
assault echelon of Sixth Marine Division. 

ITlaattvat.ed at. OkiTlawa n" 21 Mav lQ1.6. 
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