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46th C.B. 

NCTe Davisville 
ABD RuenoJte 
3.e!',dy Date 12 Jen'43 
Left A.BD 4 Peb 43 (left U.S. :3 Eeb'~- arriv~d :3evy 26 ~{ar'43 - 17th ;teg.' 
Dest1nnt!on - l..tea-~n: lTelol~\:itaea. irheehafeR. -HemH . report for A.ur' 44) 

Los Negros 

bQQ 
12-17-42 - 40th C13 to leave :lc!".yisvil1e on ~ !>ec 42 f"r Huneme. (Budccks It:- to BU!'8rs d.td

' 
17 Dec.) 


2- 4-4~ - Emh'll"rec. pnd departed Be'TY-Eo1d. 

5-11-43 - The 46th CB i~./a.t Gu~d?lcanE'.l (Cub 2). (CoIllUAvEa9~~SoP"'~ :.:ree. to ComScP",-c M~. 


ltr dtd 5-11-4~) 
2- 1-44 - 1 Jan ' 44 report of 46th C13 - e.rrived No'.'; /}uinea 5 Jpn''=4. rE'portin.g to the 17th 

Reg. 
2-18-oM - 1 J~~I44 T~~O~ of the 17th ~eg. - thp. 45t~ CB ~rri~ed ?i~~~havE'n area 6 Jan ' 44. 
3-10-44 - 46th C13 expected to Il!ove t"or...e.rd 90meti:oc in \nril'44. (J~n'44 monthly TPIJOrt) 
4- 7--l.4 1 Mar'44 report of ~th C3 - a~1 jobs except pontoon "!l!';em1:J1y :'!e,!1:Tf!d. on ?6 1;'e'c' 4.; 

for :oovement. 
5-17-44 - 46th 0:3 is P..t ~te..nU8. (AES 5/16/44) 
6- 7-44 - 1 Apr'44 ~eport of 17th ~Pg.- 50 men and 3 officers of the 46th CB nrrived. ~itt 

1st :::chelon of 17th Reg. 2 ~.ar'44 .. t !o{anul!. Balance of Re~. a::rived 9 !"~r. 13 :....a:. 
and ~O ;'U:.r'4-4. Relief urgentl~ requested. 

6-14-44 - 1 !-!ey'~ report of 46th CB - opere.ting at Los Negros Is. 

46th C .13. 

6-22-44 - 1 ~k.y'44 rfrport oi' ~+;h C~ - 1"nc.ed :'I.t EY.3.ne Earbor ·~!th NA:sU ;;9 und.er ener:-.y ":~_.-
2 !~a.r'4..;. Ope!"~ted ·...ith 40th ~,nd 78th :~s (')!1 !~ocote ,Hr:;t~ip. 

6-2~-~4 - 46th ~3 !9 l~cptei ~t :os ~eg~cs as of ~l ~~~'A4. (:om~prvfor7~lt Sec. l~~ ~-? 
over Ser. BP 001407 to ~!~acdocks dtd 3 Jun'44) 

8-r.'3-44 - Accord.i~ to r.om7fl t 4th end. to 17th Rpg. rf:'port ~or Jun' ~ the 46th C~ '.tpJ!l 
completion of .~!lsi~m~n-l; in M9.nu~ area will b~ returned to ComSO}'l(1C !!.:"!>P f')~ -~. ,?~ . 

di ~pocl'l. ~Or:l!!O~-P. c ...·111 determine ..,het~fOr the 46th C:B 13 to be ~eturned to ~.;.::, 

o~ not. 
8-25-44 - 46th CB locste<i pt ~!,,-,lU~. :?ollowine ~E'ta of SoP~c ~!! '): 1 .1'11'44: 

.-\r~ived G-ue.dl:'.1cenl'l Ml>..r 1 4~ 

~ ~tn~chhp-ven J?n'44 
11 Manus Mar I 44

8- .~9-44 - jate'l~ sc!::.e~·l1..":' ::-et~l!'n to U'.3. of 46th CB ~h."!n~pd +'0 1 Cc"t'44. (~c~?nt 3t'c. 
d.i~p. 210103 NC3. 951 to ~!nc~:.c dtd 21 Aug'44) 

9-30-44 - 1 3ep'44 report of 17th Reg. - All present work assignments of the 46th CB will 
be completed before the end of August. Three drafts of replacements heve been 
received by this batt - 51 men Joined the batt ~n Aug 1 43. 98 in Sep'43. and 222 
in Apr'44. A period of rehabilitation and rest in the 3tates for this batt is 
~ecom:nended. 

10- ;;-44 - 1 Sep'44 report of 46th CIl - cpereting at :1t:>.nus. 4th end. :'7 Comserfor7f1t sH_te e 
tr~t the batts ~resently attached to the 4th Brie. are to return to the 30?&c 
co~d upon completion 0: the present assigr~nt in the )Amiralty Is. 

lC:'-24-.t4 - 4·3tl'! '::::3 :'s l:::c1'.. tee, :." t :105 je,':::-OB - to OP retuI:1<?d to 11'),)B.C a'oout 1 Oct '44. theRr 
th"! 17th ~eg.(Co':lsp.rfor7f1t :aont"l:, ::-e ' ~ort :'·:::r .\uc:-' ~.~ ;0 3UclOCl-:!; Ser.:3POOli:15 
3,"~ret --:td :2 3e~ '44). 

http:lC:'-24-.t4


40th C.B. 

10-31-44 - 1 5epl44 report of the 17th Reg. - 46thCB has been overseas 19 months without 
leave. 


Mar'43 - Arrived Guadalcanal 

22 Nov l 43 - Left • 
6 Dec'43 - Arrived Milne Bay 
5 Jan '44 - Ar:-! ved FinschE'fen 

2,9,30 MP.r'44 - Arrived Los Necros. 
11-1-44 - 46th CB detached from the 17th ~eg. and ordered to renort to the 4th Brg. for duty. 

(4th Erg. conf. Itr Pl6-4/00/MM over Sere 0-00016 ove~ RET/rb to OinC 46th CB dtd 
11 Oct '44>

11-8-44 - 46th~B was locp..ted nt Los ~Tegros durine; Se!'. It 1~ estimated that the 46th IjR 

Can be released on 15 Kov ' 44 to return to the SoPac area. (Comserfor?flt Sec. Itr 
A9-4 over Ser BP-001882 to Budocks dtd 12 Oct '44 Donthly report for Sep "44) 

11-21-44 - 1 Sepl44 report of 46th em - located at Manus. Report endorsed by 17th Reg. 
11-29-44 - 46th CB is located at Manus. (Comserv7fit Sec Disp to CNO 1501:33 !lCR 18921 dtd 

24 Nov'44) 
L2-l5-44 - 1 Oct'44 report of 46th CB - End. by Comserfor7f1t states that the 46th will re

turn to SoPac area upon complAtion of duty in the Admiralties. Report endorsed 
by 17th Reg. 

12-28-44 - The 46th CB is located d Los Negr::ls and Kanus and preparing to return to the 
Sopac area early in Nov '44. (Comserfor7flt Sec. reuort for Oct ' 44 dtd 20 Nov'44). 

1-12-45 - mm Manus requested to order the 44th, 46th and 57th OB,s to proceed ~~d report to 
iloumea and to the 17th Rpg. for staging. Request that this entire movement be 
expedi ted. (Comsop~.c ;jec. disp to Com7flt end c..."'W Manus 080326 dtd 8 Jan '45). 

-- _._ - 

1-13-45 - 46th CB is in the 4th Brigade and i 9 located at Los Negros and !.w.nus; prepnring 
to return to the So~c area early in Dec'44. (Comserfor7flt Sec report for I;ovl~ 
dtd 15 Dec t 44) 

1-~-45 - 1 Nov'44 report of the 46th CB - located at Manus. Report endorsed by the 4th 

Brg. Batt has been overseas 21 months. 


1-30-45 -- Steps will be t .....'cl'!n to obbin one regular and on~ special batt from the Best Coas 
to permit the return of the 44th, 40th and 57th CB's for rea;l.bilit:l.tion.(C'ncpo.. 
Sec. disp to Comsopac 180059 dtd 18 Jan ' 45). 

1-30-45 -- Orders whic~ assif,ned tne 44th, 46th and 17th CBts to . the 17th Reg. ~odified ~s 
follo't:s: CNB ~~~us requ~st.' to transfer the 46th and 57th OBiS to the U.S. 
direct. Any men who departed. U.S. subseqnent 31 Jan'44 to be assig::ed to 17th he . 

for further assign:lent. (Comsopp.c Sec. Di!lp to 44th CB, Clm Manu2 and OinC 17th R(' 
220544 dtd 22 Jan'45). 

2-13-45 -- The 4~th OB ordered detached from Manus to nroceed to the U.S.(lm Y~us Sec. Itr 
Ser. 00244 dtd 31 J~~'45 to OinC 46th CB) •. 

2-21-45 -- ~he 46th CB consisting of 25 officers and 971 men arrived Parks 18 Feb t45 from 
overseas.(Parks T'IIX 192226 Fllb '45 to Bu:pers) .• 

3-5-45 -- Parks directed to inactivate the 46th CB upon their return from rehabilitation 
leave. Personnel will be used to form nevunits and as replacements for Coma e rvpa{ 
(Bu~ers conf. Itr Pers-2122D-CEC/lm to Parks dtd 1 Mar'45). 

4-1~-45 - 1 ieb l4S report of the 46th CB - Was detached from N'B Manus on 31 Jan'45. 
5-1~-45 - The 46th CB inactivated 8 May 1 45. (Parks TWX 092246 May'45 to Bupers) 

INACT IVATED 
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LOG of the 
46th Seabees • • • 

YO\'·I.I , nl:\"l:r forget your outlit-hm \llelll(Jrie~ ~()I11L"lillleS ~l:t dust \ . 
to • " • 

\Vhat hl:UlT lIleans ()f hrin,l!ing hack Lite gloss tltall this pictorial and 

chronological rl:cord of your tour ()f duty? From b()ot L;lInp III the South 

;lIld S()urhwesl Pacitic islands, Froll1 rhl:re hack home, Those 2X tnol1lhs 

--Uctoher, 1'142. through Fehruary. !'H=;-arl' oJlllpn;ssed within this 

Log which. in keepillg witil the "condition red"lIJ1tkr which 

.. T I I E .\ ~ X lET 't' .. 



CALL TO DUTY •.. 

Officers and mell, who later Wl"re to 

l"OlllPOSl' lilt' Forty-siXI h LJ, S, Na\'al 

Constructioll Battalion, got I he call 10 

aai\"e sen' ice ~3 Ot'loha, ]tJi~, They 

had bt'ell wailing for il ~ince Iheir t'n

lisllllnlt lilc prcn:ding .~lllllllltT alld 

fall-\"olllnteLTs ior a ncwly orgall

ized hranch of tht' ~L"I"\"ice, Olll' wlul 'e 

illitiab WtTe to ht:conll: a hyword. a 
S\"I 1I hoi of rugged, L"llIlIhaH'III).qrlll'

I ion ~t ills- Tht' Scah~·ts ~ 

Ily Iall' l'\'l'lling long troop traill~ 

\\"tTl' worming al'ros~ rilt' Cl'mral 

Southern State,~.l'on\"erging on Camp 
Endirotr, the laval COllstruction Bat

talion Tr:linillg Cl'llItT at /1;l\'isnlk, 

Rh"dL' Island, 

G'BYE TO BOOT . .. 
Ll'S,' thall a mOlllll bit'/" IS Nlln:m

hLT, \I)i~,l'all1l' the clld of "hoot traill

ing:' r"llll'lllht'r; :\ drl'S~ para.!L', prl'~

l'llIation of coliit's, rigid attention. lhe 

'n;I(lPY stcp 10 hri~k 1Il11~ic-";1lI:e 

l'lIl1l1gh for ~pillc~ to lingk in Illl'lll 

hn' of I h i~ huildlT-lightl'l' grollI" 

II marked the ,'111101' tht: hlll'dl'lI~ of 
a "III II It "-kggins WlTl' cast a~ide, and 

wilh Ihl'lIl \Wllt Ihl' IllOrnillg,hout. 

"Ilil thc dl'l'k~" hy a Il'athl'r-Illllgc'! 

\1:\:\: thai (;1 h;lirt'lIl: elldlos lilies 

for dothing. allotments and illSur
alKe, and shots for all the ilb allLl ail

ments that hd:t!1 mankind, Hut pn

hap~ t ht' least-Illourned loss was that 

I orl un' r:l\:k-1 he' lIIillioll-1lI ill' march, 

En'n now. jmt thl' mention (If it starr~ 
kg nlll~dl'~ til twitching and corn, to 

throbhillg. Happiesl realization of all. 

pahal'" W;IS thai lIo\\' ill :1Ih'anced 
trailling (htTl' would be Iill<.,rty at 

lIight ~ 

Upon mo\'ing frolll "hoot" ar\,':l t h i~ 

group al 1:t~1 achil" 'l d idellt it y a~ :1 

ullit. t!lllt" kllOWIl and honornl helKe

fori h as t Ill' Forty-sixth Battalioll , The 
program hroadenl'd, Long days wcrt' 

'Pl'llt atidd in Commall,lo drilk judo, 

;Jlld U'e of Ii rl'arlllS, There wert' end

kss lectures Oil tart it'S. irksollle. per

haps. hUI soon to l'r()\"t' ~o \'alllahle, 

Thl' days WtTl' husy, Lilll'rty lIight. 

with its escape from romine. foulld 

few hands still ahoard, 

HUENEME NEXT . .• 
:\lIl1ighl. 23 I>en'mha. Iq _. l rai n 

of PIIIIIlJ:llI cars ,lipped fnlll\ CalliI' 
Elldi,'lIu ~idings, In tht' pre·dawn 

Iighh the la~t echelon IIf the F elrt ~'

Sixth Ibtralillll was loaded and hl';ldnl 

fllr "dOl in:1I ion lIlIk11(1\\'11:' The hat ·· 

talioll l'\'aclI:ttl'll with :1 lOlllpll'l1IL'llt 

of olle I Itolls:tlld til irl\'-'llIl' IItliccr, 

alld Illt'lI. 

\\ e Wl'\'l' illl lIur way at 1:1 t. Tit is, 
plm the recent sl'par:lliOIl fWill lIur 
familit's alld though IS of ~Pl'lIdillg 

Citrislllla' Day ahoard traill. Iefl link 
roUIII for g;lil'1 y, Dinillg car staf1' , did 

I hei r hnl wil h the Cltri~rl1l:l~ d inllLT~ 

hut they had 1111 alltidotl: for hOIllt'
sirkness, 

Thl' hattaliun arrived in the t":unp 

at Port Hucnl'lIlc on 2K and 29 Ik

, ~S . 



cl'mblT. HUl'Ill'llll: (Camp Rou~~l'au" 
was an l'lHlrmOllS spr:l\ding city oi 
<.)1I01lSl't IIUIs wllne.: the -I(Jlh wa," 
lillartnni ill all arca prcparcd for it ill 
:ul\"aIKe. Huge wardwlIso and stacb 
of matnial and row on row oi IIcan' 
cquipl1lcllt-tlle Sl"ahcc~' primc wcap
ons-"'prcsentnl :In :\woonll' sight. 

At Calllp ROllsse.:all GIlIlC !lIore drill
illg. sdlOlllin.~ alld prartic:c on t hc rilll' 
rallges hut thc rout ille wa~ ~oftl"llcd 
II\' lil>tTty trips 10 Los Angl"!o and to 
[lollywOlld, \kanwhik thl' ships that 
\\'lTC ro carry rhc -I(,t h to it~ lir,l as
signl1lcnt in the Pali lir WlT,' hcing 
loadrd wit h n-cryt hi ng necdcd fur 
till' joh, 

ACROSS THE PACIFIC . .. 
Thl' han;Iiiol1 Wl'nr ahoard on 2 and 

) h ,hruary, Ea.-I. man. wit II h i~ rilk 
and full park. made Ililll"df a~ CIIIll

fortahll' :I~ JlIl~sihk, Spall' W:IS lilllilni 
:llId il wa~ til hl' a long Iril" \\·c ~h(l\'nl 
oIL :--Jo h:lllds. 110 CCn'J\1011Y, \Vc jU~i 

pllill-d away, I.lll1g ~lllllIy da~~ fol· 
lowcd. lIlon(ltollOu~ly, thl' \\'Cltlll'I' 
hcralIll' wanner all of I hI' lillIe 

Till' crn,sing of thl' Equator hrokl' 
Jill' r(llllin!', II \\",I~ celehraled ill lilt' 
""a's I rad it iOIl:ti 11I:IJl Ill' r- h i1.lrillm I\', 
SOliit' 'PLTII ,by~ gcllillg rid (If Jlu' 
axk--grea~r blitlT of tilt' "Royal" h:ll'
hn alld I'cr')\lTillg fnull Ihe \\'l'kllnll' 
hy :tlll'lIdallh III 1'1. R. 1-1, ~qllllnl'. 

Thl'n. 1(10. whcn lhl' Intefllaliollal 
I>all' Lin.. W:IS cros~nl all "alld~ had 
the n(l\"d l'xpnil'lKl' of lo~ing :1 day (If 
thc wCl'k (Thursday). alld Oil till' rl'
Illm \'o)'agl' of making up this lost 
day with the fl'SU!t that the.:rc WlTl' 
1\\'0 Fridays in that particular week. 

More dl:lngdl'ss days follmn'd un
til one afternoon till' hazy outlirll' of 

land. a thin hlue soml'thing bardy 
\'isibk Oil I he horizon appcared and 
nery eye st r:liJlnl in that dirl·crion. 
In a few hour~ tree~. l>uil,lings and 
cwn pl'Uple Cl'lllid bc di~tiJlguishl'd. 

En-ryol1l' aboard wa,' talkilll! and 
Jloin tin " It wos a wdrlJllll' sight. Thi~ 
was Espirilu S:r lltll . . \:w Hrbridl'. 
whirh w(' readlnl after about ti([l'l'n 
d;IY~ lin till' watn. 

For t went \' ·ollt' da y~ the ~hi p~ I y 
~lt anrhor. waiting illr word [I) pro
cl'rd. whik Wl' ~wdtnl'll ill thc tropi
cal heat. RUlIlor had it that (;u.ldal
rall;ti was our dot inat ion. Shorr lih
LTly. with a ,,\vim in thl' hl':l uliful 
wel'll-fringl'l1 ri\'l'r dme by. or a walk 
Ihroll,~h Ihe palnl grm' ' all opellcd )0. 

CIIl'Il;lIllll ill hand helped pa lhe 
Will', 

Shortly aftlT \1oon Oil IS ~Iardl the 
,hil'~ IlOislnl anchor. hl':ulnl ollt til ~ra 
(or UIIl\OY (orlll:Jlioll. and wilh their 
" I illl Ikadh' C~lorl \ esseb "oillted 
tlll'ir b()\n !lor! h, 

BAPTISM . .. 

Ah:lll1lo11 ~hip. :lir-raid. torpnlo and 
tire drill~ had bel'll pr;h'lirnl aim I.l 

daily durill,:': thl' dClssing, So. wh 'n 
IitI' :.I:trI11 ,\lllIllIk-d 1111 til l' lIl'COlld da\' 
oUI of li1l' [ khrides Wl' a -ccplul i: a', 
ill~1 alllllitn drill. 



litll I hi~ was rhe real I h i IIg, II wa~ 
;111 air raid, Iml nlll' !,1:IIll' blll il wa~ 
tilt' l'nelIlY Wl' had l'lJllH'~" far to tighl. 
Thn,' il was. high O\'l'r Ihl' ship~ a~ ii 
knifed Ihrough Ihe \'eil-likt' doud~, 
'("lilT!'. 100. wen: Illl' hlack \\'ooh 
puffs of ollr eSCOrl~' anI i-ainTafl. No 
practice. Ihis, Shrapilel hit Ihe dn:k-, 
Thosl" \\'hll had been but s!,edalo!"' 
r:1I1 li"r <.'0 \'l'r , Thl' ~hip~ ~\\'ung 10 

Ih!'ir rucldl'f"~ lih drullken ci\'ili:llIS 
SlIIhknly. yello\\' gcY,'lTS ~I'0llll"d be
twcell Ihe ship~ Wlll'rl' tilt' hOlllhs h:ld 
(;tlkll, 

It \\,:IS allll(ISI IInhdin'abk, 10 u" 
En'f'ylhing had hl'en so peaceful. 
\Var had h:l'n so unreal 0111 Ihnt" on 
Ihis \' a~1 ocean, II \\':ISII 'I no\\', ;\ fol
lo\\'-up r;lid by ;t Iargl'l' forcl' \\'a~ l"X' 
Ill'cled. 11111 IIII' rl'sl of rhl' da\' and Ihl' 
lIiglll pas~nl wilhoul incidl'nl. \ '\Ortl
ing bJ'(lIlgltl u~ unharllled 10 Ihe 
island Ihat Ihe C, S, \farilil's alread\' 
had Illadl' LlnHllls- -( ;uadakall:11. 
A~ Ihe "hip, ;lIlc1\11rnl ()If Ihe Ilorlh 

be:aclt. l"\'lT\'Onl' \\'a~ kl"ye:d 10 Ihe: 
Iliglte:sl pilch , AllY thing could be ex
)ll'ctl'll afllT Ihe pn:\'ious day\ raid, 
The sky had becollle ()\,ercasr and a 
cold raill pdted down, The realiza
tion dlat this was Ihe liml' and thl' 
plaee: gripped all hand,~, E\'ery man 
wantcd II) be doing solllcrhing. 

THE WORK STARTS . .• 

Confusion gradually sllbsi"~ll. De
rai rs set to )luuing togt:rhcr barge
strillgs thar had becn broughl along, 
Supplies and hea\'y equipllleill \\'l'llt 

(J\'CJ' the . ides and illto till' ba r"es, 
Shore partics \\'tTe fOr/ill'" for unload· 
ing. 10 dri\'e rrul'ks. to prl'paI l' a pLIC:c 
for the ,'a III p. and (or dll" th(Ju~and 
alld 1I1lt' things Ihal had tIl bl' .1< JIll' 
bl'!orl' a (Olhlructioll hattalion t'ollid 
(1IIlCI ion, 

Till' lirsl few d:I\'s \\'al" nighllllar , 
i~It, \."lIg hours \\'orkin;.! \\'ai,1 dc:<:1' 
ill Ihl' surf. unloading. or plo\\'in~ 

thl'<lU ,~h Ihl' black, gUlllmy mud 
dll1\'11l'l1 hy truck> :lIId b"lldozl'I", For 
thosc \\'homighl 1t:1\'(' slcpl therl' \\';i' 
lillk rc ' l. The: 1:lp,' ,sa\\' 10 Ihal \\'illl 
Iheir nightly air raids frolll i.,lalhl, 
.. Iosl' by, E\·a\' Il\all in the hauali<ln 
,olin pro\'ide:d Iti!ll~df \\'illt a foxhok 
:lIld cO\'lTillg for !,rOll'CI iOIl agailbl 
,hr:II'"c!- ald .'I'Clli IlIlldl 01 hi , li ml" 
Ih,'n'ill. 

Ch:lm ga n' \\,;1\' loon Ier. The CIIIII \ 
was SIIOII bcillg imprll\'ed \\'il h c<lral 
walks alld other con\'l'nil'llt'l", Bill he
forI' Ihe lir~1 1l'1I1 \\'e:nl lip (IIIr l'n'\\'~ 
h;ld slarled 011 IhI' lIIajor pr Ijech
a irsl ri p~. road". pilT~. ho~pitals. henls
illg for IhI' o\'cr\\'orknl pilob and 
c\'crYlhing ci SI' needed 1o dlan).!l' !Ill' 
hUlllp of (oral inlo Ihl' grl'at 'lIppl~ 

ba~1' alld jUllIping-off poinl for which 
iI had hel'n (a (11mI'd, 

Pil'f~ \\'l'I'l' buill for Ihc unloading 
uf hl rges, Hendcrsoll Field was l'X
panded and additional ~lriJl~ were 
can'ed oul oi rhl' lIlalted jungle, POll
tOOIl harges. waler supply ,y~tel1l~. 

good roads. h()~Jlilals and housing and 
cOIIH'niel1Cl:s for tltc nUllllTOllS other 
ullits oCl'llpying Ihe island. and Ware

, ,10 ' 



houses fnr supplies wcre in the mak
ing, Wharvcs in deep water so that 
ships could pull into the shore and un
luad dirn:tl\' into waiting trulks ap
pearnl as if by magic. 

NIPS BY NIGHT . .. 

'I 'la' ;m raids by till' jap~ "'cre a 
nuis;lIlcc' Thl'y pulled ,hl'lll almost 
l'\'l'I"Y night durin;.: rhe liN fe\\' 
Il 10 111 III" and Oil OC(aSiOlt Ireatl'd 1I~ II. 
..~ Illall\' .., eight ill Ihe ~; II11l' evening, 
The sighl 01 tlur night Ilgillcrs shoot
ing down Ihe he)lllhl'l"s \\";1', a hl';lltlifui 
\'l'r Inrifyillg cxpcril'lll'\'. The hi,:,:,:,:"" 
raid and 1110,'1 (osih' elitt' fill' Ihe j;IP,,,, 
(allll.: during th(' dadight of II. jUIll', 
I'J-H, 

The lillk ~Olt~ of heaven had sn:11 
till' galhering landing l'J'afl and in, 
lTl'as('d ;!cti\'ity and knl'\\" thai ;1 
Ihrllsl i\llo It'lTitllry Itdd by Ihelll \\';1' 

c1os" ;11 hand, TIll'\' deridcd 10 illln
kre. 

Shortly :tfln nllCln Oil thl' 1('liI Ihc 
;t1antl\ \OUIHkd, b 'nY ;1\ aibhk lighl
el' pLIIIl' weill alof" hilt fa~1. Soon rill' 
lap~ (ould hl' '''l'rn, high and (omillg 
ill , Tlll,lt ;t11 Hdl hroke Illme The sb 
\\,;1" lilled wilh s\\'irliltg, dog-li,~lll in,~. 
hllillg 1'1 ;IIIl 's, The alllhllragl' iI,,
IWC,'11 (;uadakall;tI alld Florida boilt-d 
wilh ht)lIth~, Till' sky 11l1l~hroIJI1ll'<1 

\\' il h alk-:I( k, SI rl'antlTS IJf bbL'k 
mlOk,' fort lin I pyres lor plaIlC~ whiell 
had gOlll' ill, i\ Liht'rt y sh ip Itad hel'll 
Itit and was ~Illoking: an I.ST \\'as 
burning from ;1 hit by a .Ii\'(, bomber. 
Jt was hot over Tulagi way. 100, 

Th ings of all kinds rainnl from the 
sky, The hl'a(h \\'a,\ strafn\. 

Tltl' japs had sl'nl I~() homhl'rs anJ 
tlghters, When things woled oil' and 
scott's omld he dlel'kcd. (ht: laps had 

')1 ' 

los: Ilillet y-~C\'ell, \\'c had 10, t ~i\., 

s;I\'illg Sollll' of Ihe piluts of IIto. c. 
Lillie dam.lgl' had bl'1'I1 dOlle [.) uur 
~hil'l'illg, The I.ST \\'a, iK-acho l. tht' 
hrl' 1'"1 tllIl alld ~h c Id under hn \l\\' 11 

pe)\\'t'r. Thl' Lilll'n\' \\,;h dalll,I gL'd 111 
'lIlly (Jlle IHlld, ;ll1d olhn dn llla!l' \\';1" 

,light. Thl.Tl' 1t ;ld bl'ell a fl' \\' (;1 lI,ti, 
tics, This l'xpcll,i\'c "'~~on laught thc 
jal" rl'~IH:cl. Their allaL'b d\\'indled 
alld, air T tltl' ill\';ISioll~ of i,l a nd~ li p 
Ihl' lillt'. n 'asl'll ;titogl'rill'r, 

CLOSER TO TOKYO . .. 

The battalion'" \\'llI'k till (;uadal
calla I had bl'l'll 11lli~hnl. and it \\' .l' 

nn:dnlllll a flC\\' joh d(l~ T til Tllk~Il, 
So. (In .!I ! '(Jvl'lllhn, IY·H, il h(l.udnl 
eJllt: ship after loading ilS equiplllL'1l1 
(J1l car,~ll \'l" Sl'k ;11111 ag.lill ,;till'll for 
an IIllkllO\\,1l dorill;ltieJll, L'nkllll\\,!1 
I 0 II~. of t'OIi I'Sc. 

Thc ~l'\\' IlcbridL's wen: \'isiled 
;Igaill alld allothn balt;tlioll joill 'd II" 
Theil we docked at :-..JellIllH:a. Ne\\' 
Calnlollia. (or additiollal ~upplil', • nd 
l'quipllll'nl. From then: \\'l' saibl (m 
\Iillll' Bay. New (;uin t'a . whidl w(, 

reached (J l>et:el11ber. 194';' 
Thl' -16th was quartered in a (l'mpo

rarr camp al \1ilne Bay sint:e it was 10 

he hur a stopo\,cr, Thc rime was spent 
in transfl'rring- L'quipml'nt rll the ship~ 



whidl \\'lTI: llliake u~ 011, alld in galh. 

ering ~upl'lie~, il1cluding SOllll' b:lllly 

I1l"nlnl ~l1lall hO:IIS, ,'\ n:ry lIlIpka~anl 

Chrislllla~ I >a~', Ihc firsl anni\'l' r~ary 

~il1t'1: we began rran'ling, \\'a~ Spt'II1 in 

Ihe lunjlor;lry callll whilh Iarknl all 

rhe (OIlH'llielll'l'S ami Ihe (OIlII'Ma· 

lin'ly II<1Inc:lih' thing' a SClhn' can 

pro\'ide when lime perlll il." 

AfllT ~'l'\\ Ye:lr'~ he ;lIld 1'\t'\\' 

Yt' :\r'~ 1):\\' ahoard ~hip. ~\'Iilllt' ItI" 

w;\'_ Idl hdlind 011 .') 1;lIlu;lry. 1l}·H. 
II wa~ :1 ~llOn Irip this lillie: up Iht' 

1'\l'W (;Uilll":1 (oasl wilh :1 hall for Ihe 

nighl al \.;Il' heforl' p\'lll't'l'liing 10 

Fill~l'hh;li't-n, \\'hlTt' Wt' :IrI'in'd 011 ') 

J:11 ilia ry, 

\VI" h:ld lIIa~lnnllhl' Il'chllique ot' 

IIl1lflading.l:tndirlg,ul'plio ~IIHll:\1lI1' 

huildillg!lv rhi" linlt',;lIllllhing~\\Tnl 

'lIl(lorhly, ,\ good ,'alllp \\'a~ hllilt 

quit'kh and, ;t1l1H1ugh our ~Ia\' \\'a~ 1\1 

11\':1 ~hon tllH', alld:1II ill\';I~ioll (anher 

north W;IS (In our sdlnlu!c, Iht' con· 

~Inll'lioll gallg~ \\"t' rllio work making 

Fill.\(hhai't-II a lIa\';t/ hasl:. 

Thrl't' LihlTly ~hil' \\'har\'t'~ WI:J'l' 

huill and a fOllnh almo~1 comp!clt'tl. 

I ht' hallalio\l sawlllill I'rO\' iding till' 
IUlllhlT for Ihl:st' as well as for call1p~ 

for (JlIr~l'I\'l's and olhas, Many hargt'~, 

oil it'll il'~ and pin~ and sioragt' fal'ili. 

ties wt:re constructed, A LiherlY ~hip 

pontoon wharf was fabricated . to ht' 

lowl'll to the nt:\\, in\'asion point to 

pro\'idl" immediate unloading rat'ili· 

tics, The Pontoon Grollp instrlllled 

Arlll\' EngineL'f~ in rhc assembling of 

CIUSl'\\,:I\' sirings to he u~nl ill rht' ill, 

\';Ision of still anothl'l' I'bcl' hy tht' 

Sixth Army, E\'ay minute \\, ;b pllt (0 

good liSt', e\'l:1I though tht' IJattal iOIl 

was supposl'll to bc marking timt' 

awaiting thl: cdl to go ill with the 

comh:1I troop~ up the lilll', Air raill~ al 

Fimchhafell wert: not a~ frequent nllr 

:t~ ~l'n'l'e a~ Ihey had hec n al ( ;lIadal· 

Glflal c\'t:n I hOllgh I ht' J ,IP ha~l' of Ra· 

haul \\,;IS only a short disl:II1CI: :I\\', y, 
J;IP h;l~o \\'tTl' ht'ing sofl cncd lip or 

ncutraliznl hy o ur ,\rlllY \ir For~'c , 

ASSAULT on the ADMIRALTIES 

Oil ~I' r\'hrllar~ l ht' f\II\1IJf IIi' tII,' 
hatt.t/ion's participarioll ill :t ill'\\' ill , 

Y:lsiOll pro\'t'd I rill', Th,' tir~t " hdoll 

\\'a~ onlcrt'd to prepare 10 hoard I.ST, 
for thl: assault ,HI the ;\dlllir:t/ty 

blalld~, Thl' w\tolt: hattalioll \\' :t~ Ih'l 

to bl' thrown ill ;It Olllt', \1111 \\'a~ 10 ~o 

ill l'(hriollS a((onlillg 10 Ihe 1Il't'l1 for 

'Il\'ri~ir grollp,' or ~killl'd \\'orkllH:Il , 

Tht' lir~1 t'l'hdOIl !:tllt! ·d IIla r ~I ()· 

IIIlItr ,\irlidd Oil Lo, ' l'g ro, bl:II1 ,1 

ill I ht' ~el'lJlld wan' 011 l>·pl ll" ~ . fol· 

owing tht' lir~t waH' or grlllllld troop" 

Thi~ liN echeloll of -I(Jlh Baualioll 

I'lT,ollnd ,Co11l p.-N·d of Ii fl \' ·follr Ille Il 

alld olli(cr" was rt'l'olllmI'IHlnl ior a 

\V;lr Ikpartlllt'nt Cilation for ih lilli, 
siallding work and anion a' h'lltle 
troops by ~bior C;t'nl'l'al Innis p, 

Swift, U, S, Arm y cOlllmandt'r of tht' 

iIwad ing tmops, TiIl'sl: lIIen, with 

rlH'mbcrs of another nJll~lnh:tion bat

talion, rt'll'i\'cd Ihal citalion and pn

. :;.~ . 



mission to wear the ribbon signifying 

such an honor. 

The rest of the 46th followeJ short\\" 

:Jnd beg:tn the work of mak ing the 

Admiralties a great forward N:l.\'al 
hase. The pre-built Liberty ship wharf 
was pur in usc and expanded by se\'
eral piling wharves of great size. Fut:! 
storage tanks, hundreds of Quonset 
huts and wa n' houses to serve base 
units werc en:cted. Airstrip work. 
barges and sawlJlilling Wefe in greal 
demand. Once again an island of no 
prt:\'ious value was heingtr:msformnl. 
Work went on al an amazing pace. 
Though tlw progress was rapid, t hl~ 
men of the hanal ion were restless. 
They had wh:H onc of the d<Ktors de
scribed as "anxiety:' They were leose. 
They wallted to go home. They had 
now hel'n sef\'ing in forward areas for 
Ill'arly Iwo years. Still they slayed and 
worked Oil. The word '"OInxiet\'" he
(:Illll' 01 ~ardonic appellation for any 
ailml'nl or discomfort. The men were 
I ired . eh rislllla~. till' I hird one away 
fro III IlOlIH'. had ClIllle and gonl' , The 
Nl'\\' Year was \\'dl under wa\", The 
1Ill"fl' whi~per of chances for an early 
del'arlllre for horne was aIl110sl 
enough to pro\'(Ike an argulllent. 

HOMEWARD BOUND •.• 

Theil. at ahoul Ic,oll on 31 January. 
I(}4 '5 , carne Ihl' long-dderrnl and al
IIlos' lInhl'lil'\'ahk news thaI the 4(1th 
\\'a~ I(J hO;1fl1 sh ip for IwnH' Ihe fol
lowing day al ()I)OO. This had to bl' 
IrUl". 1I W; l~, A sort of h rstl"fieal happi
Ill'" gripped the enlirc (:till 1', Thl"fl' 
wa' pklll \' lIf arl ion now, Oflice eljuip
nH'11l and I'('cords WlTl' p;u:knl. Per
,on;tI dfn'l' WI"fC rmsnllogclher. Thl' 
bllsrk conlinul'd mosl of Ihl' night. 

Few cared to waste time sleeping. The 
ship which was to carry liS home wa~ 
lying jllst a short dist;lI1ce off shore. 
~()t a few kept watch to make ~ure 
she didn't slip away in thc night. 

LoaJing hegan ahout 1100 and hy 
1400 cn:ry man. wilh his gear in hi~ 
hands or tied to him. had pranced lip 
the gangplank. Another battalion 
ooarJed the following day. and Ihc 
transport Iefl the harhor in Ihe Ad
miralties Ihal ~ame afternoon. 1 Fl'h
ruary.194'5, 

The trip hOllle was \"ia Ihe ~1arshall 
Islands and Pearl H;lroor. Spirils Wl'rC 
high, Anricip;Ition of Ihings ;11 homc 
thrt';uled every com'ers;lIion. The 
coast of C;llifornia \\'as sighted latc in 
Ihc rnorningof IH Fchruary. We no~nl 
through thl' Golden Gall'. p:l~snl lin· 
dc:r Ihe grcal bridge about noon. 
slipped Ihrough the gate in the ~uh, 
marine nct-and there Wl' Wl'fe! Sail 
Francisco-al Ihal nlOlllcnl till" mosl 
heauliful cily in the world, 

\Vc streamed down from Ihe ship. 
eyes swinging in cvery direction, 
NOlle of I his mllSI hc lIlis~nl. BII~o 

Wl'rC wailing. which look us 1<1 Clllljl 

P;'\rb at Shocmaker. Californi:l. abmll 
Ihirly miles dislant. \Ve wen' balk ill 
Ihe good old U, S, A. al lasl. 

,) .) " 



The lIext few days \\'l're a fr enzy of 

bllyill,~ lIew r!othillg , making tde

phone call .~ and gctlillg rl'ady for the 

311 days ka\'e that had beell gTal1tnl. 

ThL' whole b:lltaliol1 trouped to the 

transportatioll nllile for tickets to 

home, SOIllC Wt'I'C so cager to get thcn:" 

they insisted Ull tra\,ding hy air, 

At OX()(), 21 february, the first group 

loaded Oil bmcs and trllcb in l'amp 
and headed for thc railroad statioll. 

and wal' followed at intcJ'\':lls by the 

rest of tit,' hattalioll, A far dilfcn:nt 

group frolll that soher Onl' which had 

last ho:mkd a train 21) lIIonth,\ before, 

Thirty dan of Ilothillg but doing 

what they'd dreamed of during t1U)S,' 

lIighb in the far Pacitic. 
Oil till' tirst day of: April they began 

arri\'ing back at Camp Parks, En:ry

nne was tillnl with tales of the great. 

time Ill~ had had at hUllIe, ~lany h:1I1 

brought Iheir familio hack, Jl'ter

llIilled 11111 10 be separated until SL'lIl 

out again, There was only olle discnr

d:tnt Ilote, The battalion they kill 

sen'ed was 10 Ill' decollllll is~iun<.:d

hroh'n up. and the men tihcrL'l1 to 

other IIl1llit s, 
The forI \,-SiXI h L', S, Na\'al (:011

st runioll Ballalioll IIOW is hUl a IllCIll

ory, The Illemhers of that 'rcal ullit 

are sen'ing ill spols all OVl'r the wmill. 
hUI I he lIlention Ill),:!t old nUlllber. 

"-Ill:' hrings n:colkct ions Hooding 

balk, relolkct ions of a hUllch of grl':1t 

guys and their trials and :.Il'cIJlllplish

1I11:llls tog,'1 h,'r. 

' .H' 



461h Naval Construction Battalion 

Chronology 

18 Nov 1942 
23 Dec 1942 

01 Feb 1943 

3 Feb 1943 

22 Feb 1943 

27 Feb 1943 

21 Mar 1943 
30 Apr 1943 
16 Nov 1943 

22 Nov 1943 

06 Dec 1943 
03 Jan 1944 
29 Dec 1943 

05 Jan 1944 

07 Mar 1944 

11 Mar 1944 

18 Mar 1944 

17 Apr 1944 

02 Mar 1944 
09 Mar 1944 
13 Mar 1944 
30 Mar 1944 
19 Apr 1944 

Formed at N.C.T.C., Davisville, R.I. 
Departed N.C.T.C., Davisville, R.I. for A.B.D., Port Hueneme, 
California. 
1sl echelon departed A.B.D., Port Hueneme and embarked for 
Guadalcanal. 3 officers and 186 enlisted personnel. 
2nd echelon departed A.B.D., Port Hueneme and embarked for 
Guadalcanal. 3 officers and 5 enlisted personnel. 
3rd echelon departed A.B.D., Port Hueneme and embarked for 
Guadalcanal. 19 officers and 772 enlisted personnel. 
41h echelon departed A.B.D., Port Hueneme and embarked for 
Guadalcanal. 1 officer and 20 enlisted personnel. 
51h echelon departed A.B.D., Port Hueneme and embarked for 
Guadalcanal. 1 oUker and 20 enlisted personnel. 
1Sl and 3rd echelons arrived Guadalcanal. 
2nd, 3rd and 41h echelons arrived GuadalcanaL 
1sl echelon departed Guadalcanal. 1 officer and 18 enlisted 
personnel. 
2nd echelon departed Guadalcanal. 27 officers and 893 enlisted 
personnel. 
2nd echelon arrived Milne Bay, New Guinea. 
2nd echelon departed Milne Bay, New Guinea. 
Isl echelon arrived Finschhafen, New Guinea and reported to 1 i h 

Naval Construction Regiment. 
2nd echelon arrived Finschhafen, New Guinea and reported to 1 i h 

Naval Construction Regiment. 
2nd echelon departed Finschhafen. Ii officers and 255 enlisted 
personnel. 
3rd echelon departed Finschhafen. 3 officers and 115 enlisted 
personneL 
41h echelon departed Finschhafen. 13 officers and 378 enlisted 
personnel. 
51h echelon departed Finschhafen. 1 officer and 75 enlisted 
personnel. 
1sl echelon arrived Los Negros Is., Admiralty Is. 
2nd echelon arrived Los Negros Is., Admiralty Is. 
3rd echelon arrived Los Negros Is., Admiralty Is. 
41h echelon arrived Los Negros Is., Admiralty Is. 
51h echelon arrived Los Negros Is., Admiralty Is. 
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Itinenlry of 46th iiaval Construc-tio::1 .;, '-::.;-.:;~:.... ~ 

22 November 1943 

6 Dece:nbor 1943 

3 January 1944 

29 Decewber 1943 

5 January 1944 

29 ?ebrU2.r:r 1944 

7 " ,. i.:arcn 1944 

11 lIarch 1944 

18. !:arc?l 1944 

17 .~pri1 1944 

2 L:9.rcb. 1944 

9 !.:a.rch 1944 

13 Barch 1944 

30 Larch 194-4 

19 April 1944 

1 Feort.:ar1 1945 

1S ~ebr~ry 1945 

SiJ [", . 
2:'10. Elchclcn de'Qarted G1.,:,;.. ... . 

1st ecl~Glon arri"'lt3d. :;'insc:r~: ~ ...'~- ~:, !;a~.7 C·~1:'::2'~ 
and l"e:!lort;;;o. to 17th :';aval (" ,,: ~ ' ;~::-"..lc~ic:". -: .... "':':::s::-: .. 

2nd. echelon arrivsd :;'il1sc!-'~1a=e::? :'!c'n G(;:;'::.82. and 

27 officers an~ 893 enlis~ . 

repor-cad -~o 17th ~=aval Con5~:··_:~ ·~:.. .:·:~ ?.~gi...:.e:.:t. 

1st echelon de~:-t.~c: ?i::.scr-,,::::.:',;;;: ~ 
3 officers ~~d 50 e~li5~e~ ?~~so"~e:~ 

2nd echelo~ do?arted ~~~::;~:::-.~i'.J::. 
11 offie.:;:· :;::';, '. ~'~.: .:;nlist~-.:. ]erso:'l:~51. 

3rd echelo~. '.. - . --" _~~ ?insch115..fan. 
3 ofiicors an c.. ::'5 enlistee: ,?el'~ '~ : 

4th echelon do.?8.~->'; c. 7i;:schh8..: .~:: , 

13 officers and 370 a~..listed ::~:'~~ '~.~.~: .~~ ~ 

5th echelon deF~rted ?i~schhafc~. 
1 officer ~o. 75 enlistad .?e~~c~~~l. 

1st echelon ar:-ivee. Los ::J";::-os 

2nd eo::e1c:'1 arrived. LC3 . 

.. . .,.:. ,.._.....3rd eC:"lelon arrived Los ... ·'oJ o • \,.,.

4th echelon a.rrived Los :!eg~os 

5th echelon arrived Los ::egros 

_5. , Ad::i r.:ll~ y ~ 3 . 

-., ...:!.. 6-:rl.ra:!.ty ..;..5.-~ '" 

Is., Ac:::.irnlty Is • 

.. ,. _•.. - " 
~ -"I .... "' , . oj _ _ •~os :·:eS:tc.5 :::. j :~~:::":1:,,':..~..:.:.:: :':." .:. : ::.:~_:..-:.::~ 

en"t~l r..:rri:ted st::..·;~ s . 
...... ......,.. .... - .. - . 
:~. ~v •._ .. ....,_ ... 

-_... '!'...... _. " 

. J , ' • • __ •• _ .. ",,' ,, __ _to:'; •G.:' ....... .....,., .~, '- - -', 


. , >-! / ~, 
: : 1,,/ ." J '. _ 
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