
 

“Construimus, Batuimus” 
“We Build, We Fight” 

45th Naval 
Construction 
Battalion    

Historical  
Information 



: 45th<-C .B. 
45th CB 

Training Schedule Equipment 

NCTC Norfolk 

ABD Hueneme 

Ready Date: 26 Jan{4~

Left ABD 2D Jan:49 -,-(Aleec report for 15 Dec '43) 

0 ," ~~ 
Destination: -L-:toI£. - - - Tanaga. Si tka. R..~d Adak. 

28 Dec~JlTranBferred to Hueneme 


21 Jan:-f;;.i Departed from Hueneme ~o va........'" 9­
~3 .

22 Jan.- Entrained Com 13 
1 Feb:''t..t 

14 May/~ Lt. Cmdr. Smallwood assigned as OinC of 4th Regiment.(Due to formation of the 
'43 1st Brigade of 8 ~ by VCNO) 

14 r.fay - Lt. J. W. Jones replaces Lt. Cmdr. Smallwood as OinC coming from 43rd C.E. 
4-30-43 -~st Const Bri ade re orts t ha t 45th 1s at Kodiak NOB 

6-9-43 Lt. Jones Oine , spot promoted to Lt. Comdr. on May 16. '43. Hayden given spot 
to Lt. Comdr. on May 17'43.(1KS) Cd,IIe.d 51""''';' i)~*·~·:" .-..:1.- .... :. O ,·' -etl ~ - r }. ~ , " 

7-1-43 45th C.B. is 8.t Kodiak( Com 13 to ComA1Sec c1e.ted 6-21-43 - Secret Dis) 

45th Cl3 -r-~ / 1 ':. " / ~ - .:' / . ( ~ 
7-20-43 - From 1 June roster of 38th CB - Lt. J. S.I Gillespie is exec of that nett. 
8-12-43 
8-12-43 

- Officer roster checked and corrected from 2 July'43 roster. 
- Cc.rp. Q'Nulley, Shu1h a.'1.d Lang assigned from 12th C.:s.O B1 ldock!'1 ltr to :r:h)_~'ers 

dated. 30 July 1943) 
8-12-43 Lt. Comdr. J. P. Roulett is GinO of 45th C.E.(Conf. dis"02tch 31J023 NCR JA .:::56 

Jul:r from C0111p.1 sec to :Suners) . 
8-19-43 - Officer !·o~t.er checker. :-rorl 1st Bri!}"l.cle re .,:ort C~F:'·:"c. 1. ).'.)f',"lJ.c::t ·1C).(':'~z.• 

8-25-'10~ - Lt. Como.r. l!8yden det2.ched to Peery(Budocks Itr to Bupers dDtec 7 Aug. 194':) 
10-14-43 - Oarl). Hooe ancl Q'Connor(ProrJoted to Lt.(jg's) det~:.chf'd to Pear:r(Budc cks ltr ~G 

Dupers d2ted 12 October 1943). 

10-23-43 - O:'ficer roster checked ''I'i th 1 Sept 143 roster. Carp. 0 'Malley hA.!:> not reported. 
10-31-43 - Dis}? from. Oome.1sec to Eupers 23214:6 29 Oct l 43 - request orders be iss·'.1.ed to 

return Oarp. 0'l>!.al1ey to U.S. , ) 
11-8-43 __ Carn. OIr.1a11ey detached to Parks(Budocks 1 tr to Eupers dated 3 Nov 43 . 

11-9-43 -- Officer roster checked with Sept l 43 roster of 6th Regiment and OK except for 
late change B. 

12-4-43 -- Officer roster checked with lOctober 1943 roster ~nd OK. 
12-9-4.3 -- Cam. Lang detached to 65th C.E. (Budocks 1tr to Bupers d.atec'!. 4 Dece:J.ber 1943). 
12-10-43 - r.ary.Schultz has been recommended by Cor.tA1Sec thHt he be teturned to U.S. after 

Jhavinp.; been in Alaskn. sector 15 ~10. (Cor.".c..lsec conf. disp. 302052 6 Dec '·13 to Buper: 
12-10-43--0fficer roster checked '"ith 1 Nov'43 roster and OK. 
12-11-43--Carp. Sh1l1 tz detached to Peary(Budocks 1tr to Dupers ell'ted 8 Dec '43). 
1-25-44--45th as scheduled to return to US 15 April'44(Alsec conf. report dated 15 Jan l 44). 
2-18-44 --Officer roster checked with 31 Dec l 43 report - OK except for l~te a~~~~~~a detect 

ments. ;resent aSSignment on Te.naga Ie. will be completed approx. 31 Jan '44). 



45th C.I1. 
2-29-44 _ Ens. Kee1@r, SC, r@p1aces Lt.(jg) Klein, SC.(Bupers Itr #141796 over Pers-318-Waa­

to Lt.(j p· ) Klein dated 1 Jan'44). 
~S-44 - Officer roster checked with 1 . F~bI44 roster and OK except for recent ch&~gen , 

3-10-44 - '44 monthl renort - distribution of p.rsonna1 - Parent organization at 

Tanaga. Is. 460 men, 1st Deta. itka W1t 2 e aCt1ment at 

faak with 351 men. 


3-16-44 -- 45th CB locllted at Adak, Sitka and Tana.ga and scheduled to return to U.S. i:l. 
!-1arch-J1.lne'44.(lst Briep. ~.e bt'.tt re,ort dated 1 Mar I 44). 

4-4--!-4 -~ Offic~r !'os t. er checked with 1 Me.r 144 roste!' - t'!.diled Cern . ]1)-': and T1".h~n:.,. 
4-11-44 -- b l 44 mont re ort - distribution of ersonnel - 596 men at Adak, 210 at Tanagl 

and 1 men at tka, . 
4-19-44 - fith CB scheduled to r enrD to U, S. 5 Mar'44~(lst Brigade Alsec report dated 15 .A] 

1 44). 
5-10-44 -- Officer roster checked with 1 Aprl44 report - Lt.(jg) Wood. SC, detached. Added 

Carp. Lawaon and Ens. Ahearn, SC, Operating at Tsnaga. Sitka and Adak. 
5-17-44 -- 45th as arrived with 5 officers and 194 men at Parka 7 '44,(WRK)~ (
6-17-44 __ t. orner. ones, t. ettIe, • g s ng, arp. ched' to Parks Budoclo 

Itr to ]upers),
6-17-44 __ Lt. Carpenter detached to Parks(BudockR Itr to Bupers dtd 9 J\Ul 

I 44), . 

6-17-44 __ Lt. Gillespie_detached to .AbD Davlevil1e(Budocks Itr to Bupers dtd 30 May I 44). 

7-3-44 __ Cam. Box and Lawson detached to Parks(Budocks Itr to BupGrs dtd. 17 Jun I 44). 

7-3-44 __ Lt.~Golden detached to Brooklyn Navy Y.(Budocks 1tr to :Supers dtd 15 Jun "44). 

7-3-44 __ Lt.(jg) Martin detached to Hueneme(]udocks Itr to ]upers dtd 30 Jun'44). 

7-3-44 __ En~. Olaon detached to Det. l059(Budocks 1tr to Bupers dtd 24 J~'44). 

7-27-44 -- ~he second echelon of 45th CB arrived at Parks 22 ~~I44.(WRKovt


• i 

45th CB 
7-6-44 - Oomdr Roulett detached to 80th OB (BuDoCka ltr to Bupera dtd 7/1/44) 
7~15-44- Ch Carp. Cook detached and asaigned to 80th CB. (BuDoeks ltr to BuPers dtd 7/10/44) 
7-2::>'-44- :L..t. (jg) Simon d~ta.ched to .ABeD FRAY(El1docks 1 tr to Bupers dtd 14 .Iu.l'44). 
8-1-44 - Officer roster checked with 30 Jun l 44 roster. Detached Oomdr. Stuck, MO, Lt. Hutton 

MC, Lt, Allen, DC. Lt, Shumaker, CHC, Lt. Meeker. MC. Added Lt. Fisher. MO, Lt (jg) 
Reynold8, DC, Lt, Siegel. MC. 

8-4-44 - Lt. Caviezel detached to 26th CB, 1st sect (BUOocks ltr to BuPera dt4 2 Aug l 44). 

INACTIVATED 


7-3-44 - Ca.rrm Parks ha.s been re nested to disband the 45th CB effective 19 .Iun '44 in orepr t< 
provide personnel as req'll ired for special det"lchnents and meno to 
A-4,A-8 & A-IO dtd 12 Jun'44). 



49tb -P,P,
-' 

12 Feb'43 ' 
3 oep 3~' 

From -the crhronologioal HiBtoryof the 1st Brigade ­

... Arrived Kodiak from U. S.- ' . 
t 0 - st n t 6 Off. &210 men) 

d Unit at Adak 5 Off. & 309 men 
Remainder at Tanaga. 

, 1 Mai' 44 - 24 Otr. &995 men left for the U~S. 

(Coml? Sec. ltrBD17/Al2~liL7 over 50J2b over Sar 0096 
to :Budocksdtd 6 Nov l 44) 
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IN THE BEGINNING 
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WE GOWESI 
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45th SE AllEE ~ 6 



-AND cRIH 
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I I II I. , ~I H'. 
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CHECHAKHOS IN 

"THE GREAT LAND" 
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1: 1;,1-." Ill, I., Ilt/" . did ll ' l h ;' II ' .. 1. 11 '" J,! ,I ; 110 ," ,,,, 01" ",' 
'"lIil :.:1111. I, 1\' ; I~tL ll k ,.l lI' n ' '' ' \\111 .11 1111', ·.1 1011\1 , ,11 , I, 
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~ IInl ,,",,I, h.tlil . II I "lfldll 1 1,( .... l ftl'.ln!. '-II \\1' 1'"l lI l wd il 11111 'n,\ I,·;I II 

IT'S A PIPE 
11<1' 1\11'<'11. i l " .",:, I'q'" li'll. l/ri, i,d,. 1\111 il di,linell\ Ie" 
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1\' , l\"t'le ' ,"IIIlIIc/' d III " ". 11'"1 :1,,,1 il 1.lillnl 111,,,1 "I II" 
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pl:Il\ ". 10 ,~lIicl, ' 1111 ... 111}\\"ill,~ IIC'{l' ' II~ In IIILIliulb wilt II it 
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05 Nov 1942 

01 Jan 1943 

24 Jan 1943 
28 Jan 1943 

01 Sept 1943 

04 Sept 1943 

17 Sept 1943 
24 Sept 1943 

25 Sept 1943 

03 Mar 1944 

08 May 1944 

45th Naval Construction Battalion 

Chronology 

The 45 th Naval Construction Battalion assembled at Camp Allen, 

Norfolk, V A and some were sent to Camp Peary near 

Williamsburg, V A where the Battalion was commissioned during 

the month. Later some of the personnel were stationed at Camp 

Bradford, Norfolk. 

The Battalion moved to Camp Rousseau, Port Hueneme, 

California. 

They boarded the SS WHARTON at Seattle, Washington. 

Arrived at St Paul's Harbor, Kodiak I. Alaska. The Battalion P.O. 

was located on Bells Flats near the village of St. Paul, A Quonset 

hut served as a PO and Censors office, chief mail clerk was U.S. 

Tillman with H.L. Hamilton as assistant clerk. Personnel of Co's. 

A-B-C & D were assigned as mail orderlies for their units. 

During this period, one detachment was sent to Sitka for a 

highway construction job. Weather conditions caused delays of 

incoming airmail, newspapers and parcel post was mainly 

received via surface ships. While some Seabee Battalions 

restricted the outgoing mail to three letters per week, per man, the 

45th personnel had no such instructions, but were asked to keep 

their outgoing mail at a minimum. 

The 45th boarded the USS YALE, bound westward to Tanaga I. 

The ship was bought by the Navy from private contractors who 

had construction contracts on Kodiak I. 

The USS YALE put in at Dutch Harbor, Unalaska I. For engine 

repairs, and while anchored there, it was blown ashore during a 

storm, the ship was then abonded. The 45th being held at 

Amaknak I. about 1 Yz miles from the Naval Air Station. 

They boarded the USS MONROE, debarked at Adak 1. Sept 20th 

. 


Liberty ship, Wm.Loyd Garrison took the first units to Tanaga I. 

While the LST 451 followed with the balance of the Battalion. 

The LST 451 entered Lash Bay, Tanaga I. Late in the day, the last 

of the Battalion went ashore Sept. 29th and until they completed 

the airstrip, all mail was brought over from Adak 1. Which was 

the postal collection point for the Aleutians b surface ships. 

About 60 45ers were sent to Adak I, and the detachment left at 

Kodiak was ordered to Adak. During this month, the Fleet Po. 

was built -Navy 230-. 

The entire Battalion left Adak I. On the SS MARLIN C. 

AINSWORTH. 




- -------

16 May 1944 Arrived at Seattle. 

23 May 1944 Landed at San Francisco, and three days after arriving at Camp 


Parks, They took-off on a 30 day leave. 
15 June 1944 45th C.B. ordered inactivated at Camp Parks. 
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