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FORTY FOURTH U S NAVAL CONSTRUCTION BATTALION 

THE 44TH SEABEES 

November, 1942, witnessed the first signs of life of the 

Forty-fourth U. S. Naval Construction Battahon. It was then that 

construction men from all sections of the country put aside the 

tools of their trades and traveled to Camp Bradford, Virginia, to 

undergo II boot n training ,in preparation for overseas duty with 

the SEABEES. For most of the men the real sufferings of 

war were experienced in the ensuing month. Such small thi ngs 

as sea voyages and bombings were "breathers" compared to II boot'.' 

On December 2,I942,the Battalion was commissioned 

and placed in the capable hands of Lt.Comdr. Do 'le F. Thomson in 

u an impressive ceremony at Camp Bradford, Virginia. The next 

three months saw the Battalion in training at Camp Peary, 

Williamsburg, Virginia, Camp Ho"iday, Gulfport, Mississippi and 

• 	 Camp Rousseau, Port Hueneme, California. With each move a 

smoother funchoning outfit moved closer to its ultimate des
s 

tination, Island"X:' in the Southwest Pacific. 

Early in Fe bruary 1943 the first of the three ships which 

were to carry the equipment and personnel of the 44th Ba ttalion, 

left Port Hueneme. February 27 was the sailing date of the 

S. S."MOR MACHAWK'~ carrying the main body of troops and the 

remainder of the equipment. The"Hawk"pointed her bow southwest 

and we took that last, long look at "home" until. 

The equator was crossed on March 7 with appropriate 

Neptune ceremonies,and on March 14 we lost that day we all 

Ilooked forward to recover ing ... 
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CONSTRUCTION BATTALION 

44TH SEABEES 


It was March 18,1943 when the "Hawk" arrived at Espiritu Santo, 
Hebrides, giving us our first glimpse of our new home. 

The next thirty days were a nightmare of organized confusion 
-rain, mud, begging and "borrowing," but all the time building, and when the sun 
did break through it shone on the best damned camp on Santo, the 44th 

Construction Battalion's. 

At this base we were attached to the 5th USN Construction 
Regiment comprised of the 7th, 15th, 35th,36th,40th,44th, and 57th Construction 
Battalions. The job of building a powerful Naval Advance Base, complete with 

three bomber strips, one fighter strip, adequate docking facilities, repair and 
maintenance shops, extensive hospital facilities, and quarters for personnel, had 
been started in October, 1,942, when victory or defeat in the Pacif ic hung 
in balance as the fleet engaged the Japs in the battle of Santa Cruz, 

When we arrived, three strips had been completed and the fourth was in 
the early stages of construction, 

The immediate jobs assigned us were the building of a camp 
for N A 8 personnel, construction of a 1500 bed hospital, and the 

construction of roads vital to the flow of supplies . Other important 

projects were assigned and with each new and varied type of work 
confronting us the men rose to the occ~sion and took ft in stride. 

"Can Do" became far more than a catchy slogan- it was the si m pie 
straightforward answer of skilled men to whom no job was too tough, 

The fol,lowing pages record far better than words the 
accomplishments of the 44th Battalion on Espiritu Santo. The humor, 

pathos, thrills and drudgery can best be related by you men, in your 
fa'mily circles, where the strength of enemy raids can be colored to taste, 

By newspaper standards we probably didn't have a hero in the outfit, but 
we did have an unbeatable combination that did every "job better and 

faster than any competition encountered. 



44rd Naval Construction Battalion 

Chronology 

01 Dec 1942 
02 Dec 1942 
30 Dec 1942 

31 Dec 1942 
09 Jan 1943 
13 Jan 1943 
]1 Feb 1943 

17 Feb 1943 

27 Feb 1943 

18 Mar 1943 
01 Apr 1944 

03 Apr 1944 

03 Apr 1944 

04 Apr 1944 

17 Apr 1944 

18 Jan 1945 

26 Jan 1945 

Battalion formed at NCTC, Norfolk, Virginia. 

Battalion moved to Camp Peary, Williamsburg, Virginia. 

Battalion departed Camp Peary, Williamsburg, Virginia for ABO, 

Gulfport, Mississippi. 

Battalion arrived ABD Gulfport, Mississippi. 

Departed ABD Gulfport for ABD, Port Hueneme, California. 

Arrived ABD, Hueneme, California. 

1sl Echelon consisting of 2 officers and 2 enlisted men departed 

ABD Hueneme, California on S.S. John Marshall , arriving at 

Espiritu Santo, New Hebrides on 04 March 1943. 

2n Echelon consisting of 1 officer and 24 enlisted men departed 
Port Hueneme, California, on SS John Wise, arriving at Espiritu 
Santo, New Hebrides on 14 March 1943. 
Main body of Battalion consisting of 24 officers and 1050 
enlisted mend eparted Port Hueneme, California on SS 
Mormachawk for Espiritu Santo, New Hebrides. 
Main body of Battalion arrived at Espiritu Santo, New Hebrides. 
1sl Echelon consisting of 2 officers and 50 enlisted men departed 
Espiritu Santo for Manus on SS George Elliott, arriving at Manus 
15 April , 1944. 
2nd Echelon consisting of 2 officers and 24 enlisted men departed 
Esoiritu Santo, New Hebrides on SS Chief Charlot arriving at 
Manus on i 7 April 1944. 
3rd Echelon consisting of 1 officer departed Espiritu Santo, N.H. 
on SS Jean Chateau, arriving at Manus on 17 April 1944. 
Main body of Battalion consisting of 27 officers and 943 enlisted 
men departed Espiritu Santo, N.H. for Manus Island on USS 
President Monroe. 
Main body of Battalion arrived at Manus Island. Battalion 
detached from 51h USN Construction Regiment 02 December 
1944 and ordered to report to CNB Manus for duty. Reported to 
CNB 03 December 1944. Detached from CNB Manus 16 January 
1945 and ordered to report to 17'h USN Construction Regiment at 
Noumea. 
Main body of Battalion consisting of 24 officers and 920 enlisted 
men departed from Manus Island. 
Main body of Battalion arrived at Noumea. Battalion detached 
from 17'h USN Construction Regiment 26 jan 1945 and ordered to 
return to United States. 
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Itinerary 0 8 a1 Const. 

1 ec. 19.t2 

2 D c. 19 2 

30 Dec. 194:2 

31 Dec. 1942 

9 Jan. 1943 

13 Jan. 1943 

11 Feb. 19.3 

17 Feb. 1943 

27 Feb. 1943 

18 r. 1943 

1 pre 1944 

3 pre 1944 

3 pro 1944 

Batt lion for ed t NOTO, lorfolk, Virginia. 

B tt lion 0 ed to Camp Peary, illl sburg, V • 

, Va. 
for BD, Gul port, -1 1 Ippl. 
Battalion dep rted Camp Peary, il11 

Batt lion arri ed BD GulfPort, 1 I Ipp. 

Depart d ABO Gulfport for BD, Port Hueneme, Cit. 

Arrived BD, Hueneme, C litomia. 

1st Echelon oonsisting of 2 officers and 2 en
listed en depart d D Hu neme, California on 
S.S. John arsnall, rriving at Espiritu Santo 
N w Hebride n 4 arch 19.3. 

2n Eohelon consistIng of 1 offioer and 24 enlist
ed men departed Port Hu neme, CalIf., on S John 

1 e, rriving at Espiritu anto, N • H brides on 
14 arch 1943. 

Main body of Battalion oonsisting of 24 officer 
and 1050 enlisted men departed Port Huen e, Calif. 
on S r achawk for ~spiritu Santo, No Hebrides. 

ain bod7 of Battalion arrived at Espiritu Santo, 
ew Hebrides. 

ist Echelon consisting of 2 officers and 50 enlisted 
m n departed EspIritu Santo for anus on SS Georg 
Elliott, arriving at anus 15 prllJ 1944. 

2nd Echelon conststing 'ot 2 officers and 
men departed Espiritu Santo, New ~~~__ 
0barlot arriving at us on I~Lij~~~*~!!~:~~ 

3rd Echelon conSisting of 1 of 
Santo, N. H. on S8 Jean Chatea 
l7 pril 194-4 
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17 pril, 1944 

18 J 1945• 


26 Jan. 194:5 


1 Feb. 1945 

10 Feb. 1945 

18 Feb. 1945 

+!t U C TRUOTIO 10 
Camp Park ,C i~'''ro .. 

ain d 0 B ttali c neiating of 27 officers 
and 943 enlisted men d parted Espiritu Santo~ N.H. 
for Manu. Island on nas Pr sident ooro. 

in body of Battalion rrived at anus Island. 
Battalion detaohed from 5th USN Const. Regiment 
2 December 1944 and ord red to report to CNB anus 
~or dut¥. Reported to ONB anus 3 D ~ mber 194•• 
Detached from CNB anus 16 January 1945 and 0 ere 
to epart to l7t U Construction Regiment at Noum • 

in body of Battalion c n iating of 24 officer and 
920 enlist d men dep rted from anus Island. 

am 'Ix> dy of Battalion arrived at Noumea. B ttalion 
detached fro 17th US C nstruction Regiment 28 J n. 
1945 and order d to return to United States. 

Main body of Battalion oonsisting ot 15 officers and 
791 enlisted men departed Noumea for United St tee. 

2nd Echelon oonsisting of 1 officer and 5 enlisted 
men no had been left at anus with Battalion 
equipment departed anus for United States. 

ain body of Battalion arrived CBRD, Ca p Park , 
Shoemaker, Oalifornia. 

2nd Echelon consisting of 1 officer and 5 enlisted 
men arrived COOD, Camp Parks, Shoemaker, California. 

Certifl d correct to the 
best of rIf1 knowledge and 
belief. 

1fJ.19.~ 
R. B. DURANT 
Lt., CEO, USNR 
OinC ( cting) 

B(J5tI111~ en 
\rf\D s. ~C-V ). 
~....... . 
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