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Location _ pe~bor Samar 42nd CB 

2-13-45 - 42nd as Sec. 1tr Ser. 001 dtn 27 JAn'45 to Lt. Oomdr. A. T. Gilbert. OinC net. 11 
of the 42nd OB - when directed by proper authority you and tne officers and men 1a 
your c!1arge will proceed on ?hips vttrbally desigIU'_tecl to n location in the Pacific 
to report to Comserfor7flt for hmp duty pending arrive.! of the 01nC 42nd CB at 
whic.'1 time ~'our du t ies with Comser?flt will be cnlpleted and ::rOll '''il l report to 
t ile 42nd CB ! or duty. 

2-1~-45 -Co::lserv'7:'lt Sec. cU !'l 'O t o Com7flt O ;:;2~57 t'.trl 10 F 0 1:;5 - des i res t hat t he 28th (S!» 
be s ,ip·oe d ?.i ter the~ 42.[';.0 CB of thIS : i !'':lt s yen equi-pped oat;;s frol"1 Pe&rl.U'iUfi 

2-17-45--Th.42;;1 CB is l o~? ted at Pea.rl H'or.(Com 14 S .. c. r.ia1:> to eNO 081016 Feb'4S). 

2-26-45 - 1 Feb l 45 report of the 3Znd Reg. - 13 off. And 563 men embarked for forward area 
on 26 .Jan'45. 

2-26-45 - 1 i'eb 145 report of the 42nd CB - loca.ted at P.R. Report endorsed by 32nd Reg. 
3-10-45 - 1 eb l 45 report ot the 3rd Beg. - A detachment ot 13 en from the 129th ClI vere 

trt1d to tempdu w1th the 42nd 011 for sen10. with ad'ftllCe party ot a 
ment of that batt. 

forvard mo.,. 

a-ao.t5 - b 4and and 99th OB's to be lUted. lTD 20 Mar'45 fro 
Sec Diap to CWO 180241 Mar'45) 

Pearl to Samar. (Clnepoa P 

4-21-45 
4-25-45 

-
-

Accordine to Comserfor7f1t Sec Report' for Feb, the 42nd CB arrived SBmar early Maret 
42nd C~ included in list of unite deleted from 14ND. (Coml4 Airmeilgram Sec NCR 

4-30-45 -
13634 to ONa dtd 10 Apr'45) 
·rhe 42nd CB is located at Guiuan, Samar. (Comsertor7tlt Sec Rep of 1 Apr l 45) 

4-3;)-45 - 1 Apr' 45 report of 42n4 CB - 18\ 4atachllent of 42nd OB arrl.,..4 at Ou1118Zl OJI 24 leb 
2nd 4etactu.n' ot " office" & 148 IMID ..barked for Gu1-au OD B Mar l 4S & 3rd Det. 
of 8 ~ ~.~,2 !l. 'JDbark.~ for Gaiuan Oil 3) Mar' 45Aa\1tw~ 32n4 R8c • 7th Bric. 
1 off. and 4; men embarked on 8 Mar'45. 

10-23-42 

12-26-42 
5-12-43 

6- 1-43 
7- 1-43 
8-12-43 

1-~.5-44 
3-16-44 

4-19-44 

2nd EmbarkaHon 
XO!O -(Parks) 
AllD -(Parka) 
READY DATE -5 Oct '44 

W6"1-~e 3rd entry) LEFT ABD -18 Oct '44 

:fQ.Q; 
LOCATION -PeEll Hat"bUl Sam~ 

42nd Cl3 transtp.
23 Oet'4a) 

rred from Norfolk to DaT1~Tllls on 24 Oct. (Bwtocka 1 tr to Bu.P6re 

Deuarted Hueneme !nr Seattle. embarkPtion. 

Coie ! ~nd C and 15 men from H~Co. stopped at Adak. 16 Msr'43. 

Co' e Bf D. Sld Balance of HQ. Co. sto!'PE'd :!.t Amahitke. 17 Mar'43. (lm ChIef - !lS) 

Report from 1st Brig .tat" that t of the Batt. is ,l\t .\d£k, NAS, nil. the t)ther 

half is at Amchitk:~ f'<~e.l Air ]'acU1t)". (4-r0-43) 

1 May l 43 r~,ort of 52nd CB - 42nd C:B moved to Amch1tb. 

42nd CB is at A.d.U:. (Coo l~ t" "'omAlSec dtd 2l Jun' 43 - Sec. Dhp.) 

1 Jul'43 repon of 42nd CB - Hdqtrs mOTed from Aaehltka to A.dp.k e Jun'4~J .!.ppr~"".

1- of batt stIll at Amchitka. :Bst!aU~JL,e.il_ed from Seattle_on :"0 De~-'-4?~arr1vec.. 

D\lt eh Harbor 5 J em ' 43 • 

42nd C.B. echeduled to r~turn to U.S. 18 Me..r I 44. (Alsee cont. l'e,ort dtd 1'5 J~I44 

42nd CB, located at NO) Adak, Rnd scheduled to return Marcb - June'44. (1st Brig. 

report dtd 1 Mar'44) 

42nd CB. con~18ttng of 31 of~lcere and 990 ~en due to arrive at Seattle p-bo~t

20 Aprl44. (1st BrIg. Alsec renort dtd 15 Apr l 44) 




42nd 0.13. 

2nd C.B. eonsht1ng ot 28 oftIe 1'8 nd. 1006 men, e.rr1....ed ~~p rk: 
O~ s 27TWXl351 Apr' 44) 

10-18-44 - 42nd em Icheduled to depart for overseas 21 ' Oct '44( Com 12 Sec. diap. 072.~54 NCR 
8144 to mm dtd 8 Oct 144). 

10-20-44 - The 42nd Cl3 with 31 officers end 1047 men deuarted larks l~ Oet '44 fOT overseas. 
(Parks con~. dis~ to Bupers l82~45 ~CR 7687 dtd 19 Oct '44). 

11-15-44 - The 42nd CB assiened to the 32nd ReP.(Co~~erfornccflt Sec. I t r 55-crw,a~k ar~r S~r. 
COlOOR to C~iO !ltd 4 ~i~VI44). ~ 

11-16-44 - The 42nd Ci:l is locate!! at Peerl }for.(Com 14 S'!c . i~., to elm Ofi22~ IfCB 15886 
dtd 11 Nov 144). 

12-13-44 - 1 N'o... '44 report ot the 42nd CB - !oa.rded tranlport tor pre.ent baBe on 2~1~. 
ieport edorsed bzr 32nd Reg. and IlANCB. 

12-16-44 - 42nd C:B 1 B located at Pearl Harbor and is in the 7th Brig. (Com. 14 Sec. Dlsp. to 
C 0 072103 dtd 13 Dec l 44)

1-17-45 - 1 Dec l 44 report of the 4Znd CB - Locatiop not stated. p~~I)~t endorsed by 32nd Reg. 
7th Brg., and H.A.B. 

2- 7-45 .. 1 JELJl I 45 report ot the 42D.d CB - no info on location. aeport endoreed by 32nd Reg. 
2-1~45 - 7th Drg. S.c. ltr Ser . 0016 dtd 25 Jan l 45 to UinC 42 CB - ordered to ?roceed Qn 

~l1~s to a verbally d.sign~ted ~lace in tn. Pacific area. U~on arriv~l to report 
to the 32nd Reg. for duty. 

2-1~45 - Tn 42nd as is available f~ Pearl for S~.(ONO ~ec. Itr to distribution list 

Sere 0039230 dtd 3 Feb I 45). 
2-13-45 _ Comserv7flt des ires to lift the 42nd CB frol!l P~erl in Feb or ear1~ Mar' -l5. (ComaeTV 

7tIt Sec. disp 061001 to Com7flt dtd 8 Feo'46). 

Locauon - ......~...r

1 """'45 report ot 08HU 623 - 13 en trOll 42D4 o:a tuaporarllT ...iped k CBMU623 
1 Mar' 46 raport of 32M iq - 13 atf~. 6 664 ma 1'1'0. 42D4 as _barked 1'01' for
ward area OD 28 J'an'4S. A. of 1 Mar'.6 the 32ad Beg va. compri.e4 of 42nd.. 83rd 
6 99th CB. 

~1?-46 - 1 Kar'45 r~ort of 42Dd CB - location not gl.-.. PrepariDg tor 1'orvari lIlOYe D' ot 
2nd Sect. of 42Dd CS. ieport end. by 32nd llec " 7tb Brig. 

5-~-45 - The 42nd 013 located at Samar. 2/3 of this batt arrived. on 26 Mar I 45. (Comser!or
7flt Sec rep for Mar1 45) 

7-27-45 - The 42nd CB is attached to the 32nd Reg and 7tb 13rg. Located e.t Guiuan, Samer, 
constructing hd!'!.trs for Constr Forces. camp and shops, C1ncpoa Boe.t Pool. and 2.0C 
oed hoS'D1ta.l at ~tercedea. (CCT 7th Flt Sec Rep for June)

8-13-45 - The 4;mCl. OE is 1n the 32nd 3.eg end 7th Erg. (Com7tlt con! report on OB Organiza
t ion in Leyte-SaI:le.r area ser 04296 dtd 26 July to C!TO) 

8-22-45 - 1 Aug'45 re,?ort of the 42nd c:s - located in Sauar area. Report rta 32nd Reg & 7th 
Brig. 

9-14-45 - Fers of the 4dcd C~ to be distributed ~s follows:-275 uen to the 75th CB. 94 men 
to 10th CB. 160 men to 61~t CE. Soh. f'.'Id move. (OinCO. _TBVY 31~9 con! Itr eer 
2086 dtd 27 AugI45). 

9-Gl-46 - 1 JCpt l 45 re~ort of 4Znd CB. Located in Samer area. ~eport via 3Gnd deg & 

7th Brig. 

4~d ;:;3 C"~t to ~ O.<l t t :'J r r~ rw" ~ !:lOV"! !lt. (G nJ. Jo ·Ar SN,l,? r sec . i~~ 3'XJ7?7 


41~Q~5 ~o ~o~C'nst~roO_ 9. ?hilse' ~r'n). 
1.2-1745 - 1 €)~rI45 report of 42nd C13 - located Ul Samar area. Report via. Ur14 .Reg. & 7th Br 

7 0 - f. &: 270 men embark!! d for fwd. aree. aD 4 Sept I 45 • 

http:compri.e4


Location - ~ 42nd CB 

12-17-45 1 ov f 45 report ot 42nd CB - located in Sam~..r aTAe.. Report via. 32nd Reg. 7th 13r 
69 men transferred to U.S. for d1scharcp.. 

1-4-46 - 1 Dec l 45 report of 42nd 0:8, 1st Detach. - location not st~d. Be'OOrt via 33rd Beg 
80 men transferred to U.S. for d1~chP..rp,e. 

1-28-46 - 1 Jen l 46 reportof 42nd 013 - location not 8t~ted. 17 men trensferred to U.S. for 
discharge. 

1-30-46 - 42nd 013 was inactivated(de.te not given). (Com7thFlt d1sp 270126 Jan'46 to Clm). 
2-20-46 - 1 reb 46 report - located at Shanghai. 42nd as in process of inactivation, to be 

completed 6 :rebruaI7. 37 as raUn 8 with 15 mos. overseas preeent tour trans. 
to Nav. Shore Facilities, Shanghai for du~. 43 as ratings with 15 mos. oversea. 
present tour returned to U.S. 1 as rating with le.8 than 15mos. trans. to 
5th Brig. tar dut7. 

http:inactivated(de.te


BATTALION 


W
HAT hetter way is there to bq;in this story 


than with a return to the states and a 

\·islt home i 

The Rattalinl1 turneJ its hack on the once 

harren Aleutians aboard the co[)verteJ libert), 

ship, Lirl Shurz. After a cough vo)'age throll.!,!h 

l 'nimak Pass - it was le;lfneJ later that an· 
(lther liherty ship haJ cracknl in two in these 

~;mIC waters at dial time-seven days of anxiety 

t'IIJtJ whc;n the ship (tuiscd inlo Puget Sound. 

TW(J d:l~' s alld 0111" train ride later. the men were 

at Camp Parks anJ within three more Jap, 

e\, rrollc was emoute h(1Il1e. Then ensued thirt~· 

dar~ of blis~. 

On(' month later a sad ~roup of Sea.bees reo 

turned [0 Camp Parks. Liherties be~an at (lnce 

alld so did military training. After poullding 

the "hl:lLk tllP" .dl day. it lllllk a hrave l1Iall to 

march his ;tching feet arounJ the neighboring 

tOWIIS. The libcrties proveJ to he worth the 

tfOuh lt·. The men mllvcd in all Jm:Ltions. Sail 

Fr;lIll:is(l l. Ikrkdl:~'. Oakland. Alameda. S;III 

J"se, Stockton. Santa Crul' . . all fell befort' 

the umlaught. TowarJs the cllJ of tl((· sumlller 

fI',,, tour·d ay leaves enabled the men to IkCUpy 

thl: entirt: ,tate ,)f Cllifllrllia. Spearhead~ raceJ 

s'Hlth to l.os j\ngt'les. west to Yosemite. anJ 

north 10 Oregoll . The natives surrcndereJ un 

('lI1ditillnally and \\'illin~I}'. 

Hut the stav in Californi;1 was not all "aci' 

tion and revel ry. Before a month haJ passeJ. 

the Batalliol1 marched from Camp Parks, to the 

top of [I.·It .. Diahlo for military training. It is a 

Jistall(:e of more than 1-1 miles and although 

the spirit \\'.1S willing, in many cases the flesh of 

ACTIVITIES 


the soles of the feet \\';1S weak. TClI(ks tallowed 

the paraJe ,IIlJ pickeJ up those who fell by the 

waysiJe. Mt. Diablo consisted of one week of 
military maneuvers .. . Cowboys anJ InJl;lns 

played ;It all rimes of the day. One ni.chr all 

entire company became lost anJ skidJeJ all 

over the slippery slopes until rescu(' c,lme. 

Hack in CUllP the next week. shoes \\ ere 

pol ished and hands ruhbed to~ether in '1IItici· 

ration of more liberties. TI1(:re were me u ntil 

the disastrous explosion a~ the Port Ch icago 

Naval Allllllllniri()11 Depot. The BattalirJn w, 

."erted and was moveJ by truck to Camp Stone· 

man. an J\rm~' camp ;It Pittsburg. ;1 few milcs 

from the wreckage. Salvat=e and rc:constructiol1 

work be,gan immediately . Alt h u,gh work in 

Califllfllia was nm exactly met with rou . in,!! 

dleers. tht: lInexpectell d uty had its compens,l' 

tioll. The town of Pittsbur~ W.1S ide ·d. Liber· 

ties blend(~d into one continuous part}". The 

Army had h('(,11 in town for !>lIch a Illn,'-: time 

that :--!;I\'al persollllel were ,I welcllllle eh.lOge. 

Allolher aid to ml)rale was the frienJliness l lf 

tilL' Wi t\ _s stll tioll('d in the :>:lllle camp. Pitts · 

bu rg ,lIId the StonclIla II \'\'ACs \\' iII never be 
for,got tcn . 

The joh W.IS compl eted in a litth: 1Il,lrC th.1Il 

a month, anJ after ,I few we\:ks at Parks. III:WS 

of another O\'erscaS rnur sent the 1ll('11 home 

again on ;1Il Emharbtion Leave. (;llnJhyes 

were saiJ allJ bl:fore }'llU cnulJ say. "no cam· 

eraS, flashlights, or eleerrit' rawrs. ,. the Oatta lil)/J 

was on Treasure IslanJ waiting to boud illl 

other ship for a!luther trip. Within three Jays. 

the 55 General Collins and the 42nd Battalion 

were ell route to Hawaii. 

I'.; If' 



24 Oct 1942 

14 Dec 1942 
26 Dec 1942 
30 Dec 1942 
05 Jan 1943 
16 Mar 1943 

17 Mar 1943 

09.Tun 1943 

11 Jun 1943 
24 Nov 1943 

26 Nov 1943 
13 Apr 1944 
25 Apr 1944 

21 Oct 1944 
27 Oct 1944 
26 Jan 1945 

21 Feb 1945 

08 Mar 1945 
21 Mar 1945 

24 Mar 1945 

7 Apr 1945 

01 Feb 1946 
06 Feb 1946 

4th Naval Construction Battalion 

Chronology 

First Tour of Duty 

The 42nd NCB transferred from NCTC, NCB, Norfolk, V A, to 

NCTC, Camp Endicott, Davisville, RI. 

Proceeded to ABD, Port Hueneme, California. 

Departed Hueneme for Seattle for embarkation. 

Sailed from Seattle. 

Arrived Dutch Harbor. 

Companies A and C and 15 men from Headquarters Co. arrived 

Adak from Dutch Harbor. 

Companies Band D and balance of Headquarters Co. arrived 

Amchitka from Dutch Harbor. 

Headquarters Co. and Company D departed from Amchitka to 

Adak Co. Band 47 men of Headquarters Co. left at Amchitka. 

Headquarters Co. and Co. D arrived Adak. 

Co. Band 47 men of Headquarters Co. (remainder of Battalion) 

embarked from Amchitka to Adak. 

Co. B and 47 men of Headquarters Co. arrived Adak. 

4211d CB departed from Adak. 

4211d CB arrived Camp Parks. 


Second Tour of Duty 

Boarded transport for overseas destination. 

Arrived and located at Pearl Harbor. 

First echelon of 13 officers and 563 men embarked for Le;:e. 

13 officers and 116 men from Hawaiian Area Brigade, 211 N.C. 

Brigade, 10th NCB, and 129 the NCB received on temporary duty 

for transportation to forward area. 

First echelon of 13 officers and 563 men arrived Leyte Gulf and 

debarked at Samar. 

Second echelon of 4 officers and 148 men embarked for Leyte. 

Third echelon of 8 officers and 302 men (remainder of battalion), 

embarked for Leyte . 

Second echelon of 4 officers and 148 men arrived Leyte Gulf and 

debarked at Samar. 

Third echelon of 8 officers and 302 men (remainder of battalion), 

arrived Leyte Gulf and debarked at Samar. 

4211d CB located at Shanghai. 

42nd CB inactivation process completed. 
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