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.I . ';.. 	
34th QtB . 

2nd EmbarlcatioQl at limbarkat10D 
NOTOG Te - Nortolk ; 
ABl) ­ABD -- ~ - Gul~ 	 Hu.eneme 

~..iead¥ Date - 1 Marl45....... Kenem" 
Read¥. lla~ ...-: 7~142 LeftABD - 19 Apr l 45 
Left~ - 7 Jan l43-- Location - OkiDawa 
De-at1n.aUon - A4Ha-f'.. ~amal 

.!QQ. 
11-5-42- 34th OB to leave Norfolk on 15 Noyl42 tor Gulfport. (Budocka ltr to Bupera) 
12- 4-42 - Arrived Hueneme 3 Dect42. (TWX041315 trom Hueneme) 
1- 5-43 - 26 Otticers, 280 white. 8BO colored. 
1- 7-43 - Departed Hueneme. 
1-26-43 ­
5-11-43 ­

(ComBavBa.e.SoPac areA to OomSoPao Sec. ltr dtd 5-11-43) 
6- 1-43 - from April Aecret report - 260 men to Guadalcanal 26 Mar l43; 185 men to Russella 

21 and 23 Apr. Ixpeot to reassemble Batt at !lorida I •• latter part or June . 

6-44-43 - Acorn 4 dilsolved. 34th C~ reports to Co~avBa••s Tulagi. (BHD) 

7- 3-43 - 1 Jun l43 report ot 34th OB - operating ill !oloJDOIl aM. Ruaeel1 h. 


lO-aJ-43 - 1 Sep l 43 report of 34th CB - Divided with ene-balt at Kalavo. llorida Is. and the 
other half on Guadaleanal. 
1 Jan'" report ot 34th 013 - operatiDg at Halavo Seaplane Base, J'lor1da h. t 
'l'ula&i. Purvh Bay, and Gauvto Is. 

-----~..- - --- - - - - -. 

" .' 
34th C.B. 

4-20-44 - 1 Mar' 4. report of 34th CB -operating at Halavo • Tulagi. Purvis Bay, Gewtu, 
Tn.nambo&and.Palm Is. 137 colored seamen of CD2l59 wre rectd 24 Feb l44. 

5-27-44 - 1 Aprl44 report ot 34th CB - Entire batt moved trom Tu1agi. !lorida II. to 
Guadalctmal. from 15 Mar to 27 Mar'44 inclusive. The battalion work t\t 'l'Ulag1 
was secured 21 Mari at Kalavo, 26 Mar.; and Phillipa Peni.aula, 6 Apr. 212 
co1o:ed 8eamen and 1 Chief a88igned temp duty with the 34th C» (Base Unit 19). 
34th val detaohed from the 18th Reg. taking over the ope rat ing of 18th Reg. at 
Guadalcanal as the 18th Reg. moved forward. 

6- 7-44 - 1 May'44 report 01' 34th C~ - operating B.t Guadalcanal. 
p-14-44 - 1 Jun Sec Report of 34th CB ­

H!et"ory of the 34th CB; 
24 	Octl42 Commissioned at Al1«n. 
15 Noy'42 ..- Moved to GUlfport 

a Dee l42 - Arrived Hueneme 

7 Jan'43 - Imbarked 


26 	Janl43 - Arrived Houm~a . 
12 J8b'43 _ Arrived Halavo. Fla. I ••• Attached to Acorn 4 and a81igned duty 
constructing HalayO Seaplane BaBe 
19 Marl43 _ 350 men transfarred to Guadalcanal and remained until Nov'43. 
20 	Apr'43 - 200 men transferred to Ru88ella 

Nov l 43 - lilIltire batt re-united in Tulet;1 area. 
Mar l 44 _ Moved to Guadalcanal latter part of March 

8-1b-44 - 1 JUl l 44 report 01' 34th CB - operatigg at Guadalcanal. Request re-assignment to 
other duty.

8-21-44 _ The 34th CB is to be returned to the U.S. wen transports.tioD 18 avtila.ble. Per­



. f.. 	 . . 
34th Q.». 

80nnel received .after 1 Sep' ," ~ b. asaigned to the- 12th (Sp) (Comeeronsopac: 

Sec. di ap. 180925 ~ca 9202 19 A118 ' 44 to on Guad.al 1) ~ 

3ith CB located at 0 dal 1 J cana •
8-25- 44 - 'eb'43 _ jrr1::d ~1 - ollowl~._~ata trom SoPac as ot 1 J u1 '44, 

8-:.>.8-44 - Aug' 44 report ot 34th OB 
t 

9-15-44 __ 

HaTI 43 - i Batt ~rlved Guadalcanal 
lie-a8sembled at Tulegi at varl oul interval. 143_,AA 

Apr' 44 - Moved to Guadalcanal ­

- 0 erating 8.t Guadalcanal 
ocated at Guade canal. read1 to sa 1 to S· Se '44 

;:: ~::hm~·1(C1omseronlopac Sec. Dilp. 272110 NOR 6i34 28 A~I44W:~hci~)ottlcer~ 
S ooated at Guada1canal (CNS Quada1 1 S dito Comseronsopac dtd 13 Se '44)· caoa ec. ap.042252 NCR 10533 

lO- 9-44 - 34th CB rrive F p. wi~h 21 off. and 759 men. (02TWX 
Octl44 from Parks 

10-20-44 - 1 Sepl44 report ot 34th CB - This btRched from the base on 1 Se I att .as secured work on 27 Aug. and was de-
Rnd 533 All offi P 44. Work V8S turned over to CBMU's 518 520 5"G 

• cers and personnel enteri the So h·· ~.
1 Sepl43 were directed f i ng ut Pacific subsequent to 

assigned; 128 colored 8e~e~eass g~QenttWithin the area; 10 ofticer8 were re­

10-~5-44 _ 1 Oct l44 report -of 34th B _ w:re rans ~~ed to the 12~h S c1al at Rus~e11s. 


11-29-44--The 34th CB arrived Huene~:-;;-;:;~~-;;;~~~~--;;. (Hu"neme Sec. disp to CNll 
dtd 26 Nov 144). 	 251857 

-- - ---- -- - ---- ----- - ~---------.------.---- ----- ._--- _.

~4th CB 

1 Dec l44 report of the 34th CB - 1ocate~ at ABHE Hueneme. 	 1 
1-17-45 - 'riLe 34th ~ is assigaed to BIV:iC.(CHO Sec. d1sp to Cincp0a 181821 dtd 18 Jan 45).
1-30-4:5 -- C1ncpo~ requests th.. t the 34th CB be assigned to Sowespac in lieu of the 80th CB. 
1-30-45 - ­ (Cincpoa Sec. d1s~ to Cuminch & CNU 182030 dtd 19 Jan 

I 
45). 


2- 7-45 _ 1 Jan'45 reIDrt of the 34th CB - located at Al3Rl3 l:h.leneme. 

2-1-45 _ 	CHO does not approvQ Cincpoa's SilC. disp. 182030(nquest1ng assignment of thQ 34th 

CB to SowQs~ac 1n liQU of the 80th CB).(CNO conf. dis~ to C1ncpoa 201417 dtd 21 

JLUl I 45) • 
3- l-MS _ Early lifting required for the 34th CB nov ready at Hueneme. Propose subst itut ing 

this batt for the 37th or 85th CB. (CNa Sec Disp to Clncpoa Pearl & Adv. Hdqtrs. 

Bupers,& Bu~ock8 261651 'eb ' 45) . 
Hueneme Sec. d1sp 011818 Mar'45 to CNO - Bet. CNO 261651 - Due to sailing date of 

3-3-45 ­ 6 Mar'45 for the 85th as 1$ i. coneidered· impracticable to .ubatitute the 34th 
as on account ot lack of time.1 Febl45 report of the 34th CB _ at Hueneme. 44 men to be transf. to Davisville 

3-3-45 ­
for reassignment first week of Feb. 
Cincpoa concurs with CNO to c~'~ge the 34th as for the 85th.(C1ncpoa Sec. d1ap t. 

3-5-46 --
Cominch 011903 Mar I 45). .
Hueneme Ser 011818 approved. Schedule 85th CB as planned. (CNO con! disp 031535 

3- 6-45 ­
CNOto Hueneme)proposes substituting 34th CB for the 37th. Re~uests Cincpoels advice. (CNO

3-6-45 ­
con!. disp 031931 to Cincpoa)
Cincpoa concurs in 8ubstitutionof the 34th c:B for the 37th. (Cincpoa Sec. disp te 

3-8-45 -- ­
ONO 070156 Mar' 45 ) •
1 Mar' 45 report ot the 34th OB - located at Hueneme •4- 3-45 ­

..,-- --- .-- ---------_._--- - --- ­



". ~', ' . ,11 

~... '. ~ocat i on _ Okinawa 34th CB 
~10-66 ­ The 34th CB i!l INblUtuted f or the 31~h aB. Bupe~a ordered to lII&ke the 34th CB 

ready for immediate Ih1pment. ( OllO Sec. ·-dhp to ComWe.Seal'ron ~d Buperl 071847 Mar'4d 
4-~5 - The 34th CB with 24 oft. and 1043 ·men 'lNarded shl'y on ,19 ',Apr t 45. '(Huster ro l l ot 

personnel dtd 19 Apr l 45) . 1( 30 ' 

4-2-6-46 - 1 Ap r ' 4,5 report ot 34th CB - Located at Port Hue.... al of 1 Apr l 45. 
4-~-45 - 34th CB departed tor over,aeas tr om Hueneme on 19 Apr l 45 wUh 24 oft. and 1043 men. 

(Hueneme Oont Dtsp' 240409 Aprl45 to Bupers) , 1, ­

4-30-45 - Comsertor7tlt Sec Rep at l'Apr l 45 shows the 34th CB ordered trom U.S. to Leyte -Samar . 
6-26-45 - 1 May 145 report at the 34th CB - Bat t lett Hueneme tor it 8 2nd tour ot dut y on 

19 Aprllwth 24 off. and. 1045 men. The tirst stop Wal made at the Hawaiian Is. 
on 26 Apr l 45. 

6-28-45 - 1 Junl45 report at the 34th CB - located at Okinawa. 10 110 wing i8 l og ot st opa 
!lRde enroute Okinawa atter batt I s stop at P.In: 

6 May - Anchored at En1wetok. 
9 May - Lett En1wetok. 

14 M1o;y - Arrived Eulithia. 

15 May - Left Eulithia. 

21 May - Arrived Okinawa. 

22 - 1st troops went a_shore Okinawa. 

Report Via. t g an rg. 


7-1645 - 1 Ju1 145 report of the 34th CB - located at Ominawn. Report via 45th Reg and 11th 
Brg. 

7-~3-45 - The 34t~ CB is assigned to the 10th Brg and 44th Reg. (COT AFO 331 sec report 
on assignment of CB units ser 897 dtd 10 ~ul'45) 

7-26-45 - The 34th CB reported to the 10th Brg on 3 Jul ' 45. Ordered to further report to the 
44th Reg for duty. (Oi nO 10th :Srg Sec. end Ser 00218 dtd 3 Jul l 45 to 34th CD) 

Location - Okinawa 34th CB 

8-3:1-45- 1 Aug l 45 report of the 34th CB - lo;ated at Okinawa. Report via the 44th Reg & lOth 
Brig. .\

10-1-45- 1 Septl45 report ot 34th CB -located ', at Okinawa. Beport via 44th Reg. &: lOth Brig . 
10-17-45 -ONOB. Okinawa requests aut hOr ity to inactiVate th. 34th CB. (CNOB. Ok1nawa con! 

spdltr ser 0203 dtd ao Sept l45 to 60mservpac). 
10-24-45 ;1 Oct l 45 report ot 34th CB - located at Okinawa. Report via 44th Reg. &: lOth Brig. 
10-30-45 -Cowservpac approves the inactivation ot the 34th CB. (Comservpac conf epdltD eer 

05522 dtd 6 Oct l45 .0 Cincpoa).
11-14-45 -Oowservpac directs Comdt. Okinawa to inactivate the 34th CB. Aa~i8e Comservpac when 

inactivation is oompleted. (Comservpac conf spdltr Ber 05659 dtd 23 Oct l 45 to 
Cowdt •• NOB. Okinawa)'. 

1~-2~-45 -34th CB hasbeen 1nactivated(actual date not g1ven) • (CNCT. 9ktna,wa ltr sar 6292 
~td 24 Nov l45 to Comaervpac). 

\ 



15 loy 42 - To Gulfport froa CTC ortolk. 
2 D 0 42 - ArriYed Hu.ene • 
7 Jan 43 - barked. 

26 Jan 43 - ArriYed lou • Continued to Etaie and aU S to. 
12 eb 43 - Halayo. fla. la. ttached to ACorn (Red) Four. 
19 Mar 43 - Det. ot 350 men to Guadalcancal. rem !ned t111 Noy. 43. 
20 Anr 43 - Det. of 200 men to Rwt.e11 la. (Ban1ka h.) eo 1eied in Aug. 

Mq 43 - Operating in Solomons and RU8lelb. 
11 Jut 43 - Operating in Solomone, RuaeeU, and Guadalcaaal. 

BOT 43 - Battalion reunited in Tul 1 area ( batt. at Halavo. other t over 
adjacent hlands of Magi, Savo. and Phillips Penn. 

3 Feb," - Operating ),la. la. t Tulagl. Purvia B87 and Gavutu 1a. 
15 M r 44)- Battalion moved fro Tu1agl to the~anal. 

27 Mar 44) 

29 Mq 44 - Guadalcanal area. 
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Seabee Museum
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9N !OA..ftD 

~ OFFIClDRS mm: AUTlI>RITY 
30 Jun'44 26 909 Fec~p.
1 Aug'44 26 890 MoR 

1 ')f\pl44 20 
 758 MoR 
1 Oct 144 ;~ 759 .') :t 
1 !lec'4.4 21 701 MoR 
1 Jan'45 21 974 MoR 
i Feh'45 24 lG09 MaR
1 MarI 45 26 1193 . lmP625 &I Moll 
1 Apr'46 26 llA Melt 
1 MaI"45 1045 BJP6.2S A R 
1 Jun l 45 ~7'" 1042 BNP625 ~;f 
1 Jul'45 27 1039 BNP625 &: R 
1 Aug l 45 1011 BllP625 &:a
1 'opt 1-5 886 ~ 6~f\ 
1 Oct'45 20 166 BN'P6Z5 & R 

34th Constru.ction .B ttalloD ( I • 

Seabee Museum
Declassified



HITTING THE BEACH 


.fJt 1314 the 22nd day of May instructions were received that all cargo and personnel 

should go to Awassi (Gray Beach). Company "c" was the first group to go ashore, this 

company left the ship at approximately 1500. Following Company "c" were Com­

panies A, and B. These troops bivouacked at Gray Beach for one night. During this time 

it had been raining for several days, and the beach was just one great sea of mud. As 

the troops hit the beach they immediately began setting up their pup tents in an effort 

to make themselves as comfortable as possible under the extremely adverse conditions 

found at the beach. A large number of our troops were raw recruits fresh from "boot" 

camp thac were a little skeptical of their surroundings, and would require a constant 

check to prevent "trigger happiness" or other unintentional misdemeanors that might 

add to our fatalities. To add to the men's discomfort, the air raids were so frequent that 

it might have been called one continuous raid lasting all night. Besides this, the battle 

for Naha, which was only a few miles away, was at its bitterest point. The ships shelling 

shore positions could be plainly seen, star shells of various colors were constantly arching 

across the sky, and the constant rumble of the heavy artillery of both sides contributed 

greatly to a very uncomfortable night. At 0900 the following morning, Headquarters 

Company landed on the beach and the four companies prepared to move inland to 

begin setting up the temporary camp. Company ltD" remained on board as the unload­

109 crew. 

Landing on Okinawa. At this point mOl' of the men were ready to give 'his rock to .h. JOpl. It WOI 

hard '0 belie.,e- thot in a mott., of days aft.r the Seabees landed, thi, islond was tron.formed into one 
of the- mightiesl air belles usrd by the Allies. 



MOVING INLAND 


"i.E SITE of the 34th Construction Battalion Camp was located a little over six mile~ 
inland. The route from the beach to the camp site was unoccupied and as yet had not 

been "mopped up". For this reason all trucks moving inland were well guarded and 

traveled in convoys of six or more trucks. The roads were in very bad shape due to almost 

constant raining. 
The setting up of the temporary camp was as usual a very trying and disheartening 

task. For the first few days the men lived in pup tents, and ate "K" Rations. Water 

was scarce even for drinking and cooking purposes, so a bath was just out of the question. 

There was a stream running through the Camp, but the Doctors prohibited the men 

from using the water to bathe because the water was polluted. 
With officers and chiefs experienced in the construction of camps, the temporary 

camp began to take shape rapidly, the necessary shelters taking shape almost immediately. 

\Vithin a week after landing, the temporary camp included a Galley, Heads, 16'x16' tents 

without decks, Office Buildings, Storage areas and tents, Barber Shop and a Dispensary. 

All of these structures were roughly constructed using very little, if any, finished lumber 

which was saved for the permanent camp. The roads presented quite a problem, but 

were being filled with coral hauled from a nearby coral pit, daily, until in a short time 

we were pretty well out of the mud. The water purification plant was installed, elim­

inating the necessity for hauling water from other units and making it possible to con­

struct a "gang" shower to serve the entire Battalion. The "gang" shower was very much 

appreciated by all hands, who were greatly relieved to wash some of the mud and dirt 
from their bodies. 

In the .arly day. of our camp conltruclion# mud WOI our primary ob,'acieo. At no tjme could one be fr•• 
from mud eVln while eoting 01 the men are doing he,e. 



CONSTRUCTION 


1:EORGANIZATION of a Construction Battalion is very similar to thac of a construc­

tion company in civil life; however we do have the additional responsibility of taking-

care of our men twenty-four hours a day, seven days a week which, in addition co the 

military aspect, is necessary and important. Approximately two hundred of the person­

nel of the battalion are used in what we like to term our "housekeeping." This includes 

the work in the Galleys, Offices, Master at Arms (Police Force), Guards etc. Another 

group approximately the same size takes care of our camp utilities. Remember that we 

have our Own Water System, Light and Power System, Shops (Carpenter, Electrical, 

Metalsmith, Plumbing, Communications,_Sail Loft, Heavy Equipment and Transporta­

tion etc.). In these shops much prefabrication of construction items is done, also the 

finished products used in the buildings, which you will see on the following pages. The 

balance of the personnel of the Battalion work on the jobs, the pictures of which are 

shown. 

The important projects which were completed on this tour of duty follow: 

ABCD Cargo Handling. Coral Pit Operations. 

Automotive and Equipment Spare Parts Depot. Mine Assembly Depot Number Eight. 

Naval Ammunition Depot. Awashi Air Strip. 

JCC Radio Transmitter Station. 34th C. 8. Camp. 

Magazines for Dynamite storage. C. B. Provisional Trucking Company. 

Road Construction and Maintenance. 

The main feature of the work involved on these projects included the following: 

500,000 man hours. 200,000 sq. ft. of concrete 

1,750,000 sq . ft. of grading. 7,500 lineal ft. of culverts built. 

Over 15 miles of roads built and/or main­ 42,000 heavy equipment hours. 
tained. 

77,000 cu. yds. of coral quarried and hauled. 
61,000 truck hours. 



C-O~l-]'-I-D 

I~..RY CF THE 34Ti! T .Tft>:L Co~rS1'RUCTIaT E.1\TT.:l..Llm 

23 October 1942 Battalion c -'ll1 31 ed Nm?C, Norfolk, Va. 

24 OCtober 19 2 CO:lp1eted preliminary tra1n1"Ll8. 

15 Nov n 0:0 l .. ~2 

17 N v ber 19 2 

28 No omber 19.1.2 

2 Di camber 9 _2 

7 J'anua....-y 19~ 

26 .T~ll:!17 l~ 

4 Fab:O l 9.Ij 1~ :3 

6 Feb= 3.ry 1 .. ~:3 

? Februal'7 19:3 

9 Fe~!'ua":'j 19~'? 

Arrived ABD, Gul.f'pot't J S8., Started 5 day "Boo~" 


leave. 


Tre.:l34~rrad to .ABD J Port HUel:.Om9 t 0a11torni!!.. 


Arrived. }.BD J Port Rue e~8 Cal1tornia.
J 

_bar:}Q to~ 0'7S:'9 ....s duty a~o~l } .S. 
ard li.S. Alcoah p~~t. 

uriv~d No\'--~. N~.; Ca!sdonh. T...OO..... 3 end Ce;'~o 
r~1ned on vos= lSI 

Let't No '='93., ~r;':l Cal don • 

Left Esp!rItu s~~tos. 

R~t .....ne1 to E-:1r1'tu S:mto~ ,~ ":ey actio:! 1::­
to., d ArB.l). 

• 


~..",:: ! '::.!' E ' _~~ .. 9! 1::.. ~ •• _ 'l.'J._~1 8'!'c!;! "' .• i -~ t'-~ 
r:.o !;l.!. 

2') 
!--. .,\0. . 

f_ i";. 

u.s. 


Seabee Museum
Declassified



C-o-N-F-I-D-E-N~-I-A-L C-O-N-F-I-D-E~-T-I-A-L 

ITl Ui:RARY OF 

25 NoveI!lbar 1914 
• 

Ba~ ali~n at EOl't Hu=-n :net a~1t1ng ass1g~!lt tc:r 
39C::l tour O'lar3e3.9 duty. 

~~ . 
C. V. WHITE 
Lt. Co!!ii - • (c:::;c) US1ffi 

Seabee Museum
Declassified

Seabee Museum
Declassified



19 Apr 134:f. D~p~rt;;c. H°.1en~liie fur Okinawa. 

25 J\pr 1245 St PP":" t PeE.rl Earb:Jr. 

6 ",:ay 1'345 A:1._!l:lr ,; !'t :::!!l.:.....re to:r. . 

9 .i.fe..:' H',;5 .... - .- :::nl :e t.)l-:. 

14 MPJ' 1~5 ;\x-:i cd. iJ-: i hi. 

15 :'la~ lQt!- l.eft UlithLJ ;) 

Zl May 1945 h-:rlv5d .I i-:lr':~'I ·~ • 

1 Sep 19·t5 i:ina' ""t . 

1;0'I3: '!'hb !t:n.-' :, r r;o :til., '_="" chc .:::~c 8.1..:1. a.1t!-" ~n!.icn~~i • t!'e Offl. :::-:r 
- in 011 r ~~ ~f :~-.a ~~th :"· va . Cur. t~1.;..:ti:lr. E~.tte .... l!Jn, 

Seabee Museum
Declassified



34th Naval Construction Battalion 

Chronology 

15Nov1942 
02 Dec 1942 
07 Jan 1943 
26 Jan 1943 
12Feb1943 
19 Mar 1943 
20 Apr 1943 

May 1943 
11 Jul1943 

Nov 1943 

03 Feb 1944 
15-27 Mar 1944 
01 May 1944 
13 Sept 1944 
25 Nov 1944 
19 Apr 1945 
26 Apr 1945 
03 Jul 1945 

To Gulfport from NCTC Norfolk. 

Arrived Hueneme. 

Embarked. 

Arrived Noumea. Continued to Efate and Espiritu Santo. 

Halavo, Fla. Island attached to Acorn (Red) Four. 

Det. of350 men to Guadalcanal, remained till Nov. 1943. 

Det. of 200 men to Russell Island (Banika Island) completed in 

Aug. 

Operating in Solomons and Russells. 

Operating in Solomons, Russells and Guadalcanal. 

Battalion reunited in Tulagi area ( Yz battalion at Halavo, other 12 

over adjacent islands of Tulagi, Savo, and Phillips Penn. 

Operating Fla. Island, Tulagi, Purvis Bay and Gavutu Island 

Battalion moved from Tulagi, Florida Is. to Guadalcanal. 


th34 CB operating at Guadalcanal area. 
th34 CB left Guadalcanal. 


Arrived Hueneme from Parks. 

34th CB with 24 officers and 1043 men boarded ship. 

The first stop was made at the Hawaiian Island. 

The 34tl1 CB is assigned to the 10th Brg. And 44th Reg. 

34th CB has been inactivated. (actual date not given) 
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