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.' '\ \, 22M C.13. 

Fr'Om t~ ehro~~.oeiCal History of the 1st Brigad~: 
7 Dec'4a - 2nd. 'Se~~arr1ved Sitka from U.S. 
6 Jul f 48 ... laet~', Sitka tor Attu. 


14 Jul ' " - Arrlved Attu. 

14 Mar'44 - Lett Attu tor U.S. 


(Com 17 Sec. Itr 1D17/Al2-I/L'! over 50/'lb over Sar 0096 to 
Budock:. dtd 6 10""'44) 

22M. C. B. 

~~. Sobedule 

B'lt lf0rfolk 

AltI) Hueneme, 26 Sept '.ft 

~e$dJ aate 11 Oct ~t ~ 

Left .DD 19 Jov ~+). 

Destination: Alaskan Sector 


100:-
26 ;;~n. 25 Officers, 1043 men left 


. '. ·p»!olk tor Hueneme. 

~..OQt:;¥ ·-'!'hie battalion reassigned to Alaska 


sector .. :Require re-equ1:pp1ng. 

4 1G"f':.J':.- !attalion re-equipped and available • 


..~.' .. tor AlaBk8a Sector via Seattle.
.. '. ·..~- ~~ 

JiJii~;:'.. jov- at Sitka Alaska
t 

:I ~',.'- 70 Seamen replacements departed for 22nd C.B. 'W' 

4-3O-4.S - Mcording to 1st Brigade Report the 22nd Batt 11 
6-9-43 - Officer list checked with roster in April Mon. 11 
7-1-48 - 22nd Is At Adak(Com IS to ComAlSec dated 5-21-43 
"1-1.8-43 ...... ~ Iftq" monthly report Carp. D. M. Falconer die! 
7-7-43 -- 22n4 0.:8. transferred 7 July 1943 t 28 officers ~ 

to new regiment, the 9th. 



22nd C.E. 

7-22-43 - Ns.,r rennt 2?nd 1.:8. sC~1edu1ed to move to i.ttu at on.ce .. 


8-10-43 - tt.(j~) Ohlassiened con'!.ng from 42nd(B'J.itocks to Iht:'E'rs ltr '~rt~:-l ,,:,,,::;" ~~, ... 
9-19-43 - Officer Toster choackecl ,,:i th 1st Brie;:1de re?trt t~". 1 A'l{r! .. 1 
8-27-43 - Officer roster checked with 1 Aug. report &: ok. 
9-1-43 - 32nd 0.13. arrived at Attu 14 July '43. . 
tg...~ ..._Char: Kopp sent to Wa~h. - 1 tr frl)m Oine 22nd CB to off. datee 15 Aug 143 ) 

1 II 43 ~"'~'" Ens.. C~,r:o."J,g) Ridge, Dlldine, COTf'rt temporari1:' an!","i, {','nee., ?~nd C3 r,"'1;": 

Detachment 1018.(Copy of endorsement Uo. 11 from 22nd:B t sub. off. Iii o 
279 ' OTer Pl6-3/00/CB'?2/baw dated 27 Se'Ot 143) 

10-14-49 -Comdr. Noble detached to become Oine of Sth Reglment(BudockS 1tr to d",tec 
9 October 1943) 

10-14-41 ..-Lt. Comdr. Bathke becomes Cine of 22nd CB(:Suc1ocks ltr to BUTlers df'ted '1 v"t "~:3) 
11...30043 ..o.ffioer roster checked with 1 Or~t '43 roster. Lt. Comdr. Murp~, MC a.ssif;"Iled to 

9th regiment. Lt. Omd.r. Verhaag, MC, replaces the officer, 
la:-4~1tf,:-:Of:f'lcel" roster checked with 1 Nov. '43 roster from 9th Regiment and OK. 
~-...rt't.0ft' ro...:r ...... with ..... IiOIltillT report. .l4.{"g) I'aboll 8liI.d Shulaaa SO 
1 " oet.-r~ '111 ••• 11e18011 aa4 Caa41tt. ' 
~-!'!·l.1f~ eoaje'ache', to V.I.(OhO 2Jm4 a:B 1tr 2l&-4/22fJB/gel over oo3/00/17e665 

- -eJect. v...~1ceI"~dAted 20 %)to'G).· • 
i-~:: -~,;i G ache4ul.ed to retu.rn to 1l'S 18 1eb'44(Alaec report dated 15 Jan'44 _ Conf)- -It..'':: r••ter eheclte4 with 1 Jaa'''' IIOnthly report - Lt.(Jg) Samuellon not 

2-28-~~;;:: roster checked with Jan'44 monthly report - Lt. (j6") ~amuelson. CEC, ao~ , 

3-16-44 2~4 Cl1 located a.t Att-J. and scheduled to return to U.S. in MarI44 (lst Brig 'Report
tor March 1, 1944. ., • 

22nd (!B 
4-1-44 - Officer roster checbto with 1 ~r'44 re"ort - Lt.(,1p::) Sa!!!Il..bon, CEC. nm·; listed. 

Added r~rp. St••le. 
4-1-44 - IlIA' Ci arriy.~ ~t Oamp P~rt! with 23 offic~rs and 997 ~~n 28 ~~r'14.(~~Jt) 
4-1.3-44 Lt. Bathka detached to (la.o4q'lm4oolt. ltr to Bupera dat&4...8 Apr'44). 
5-17-44-11\_ Oomdr. Ketler asatgned trODl~ear;y aa OinO of 22nd CBt.lSudocks ltr to Bu.pere dtd 

13 ~'44). 
5-l7-44-Oarp. Coimell detached 1>0 2nd aB(iudooka ltr to Bupera dated" May'44). 
5-17-44-Lt. O'Leary detached to Pa.rk.(~ook8 Itr to :SUpers dated 4 Mq'44). 
5-17-t.4-_Lt. Daigle and Lane deta.ched to Parka(.Budocka 1tr to Bupers dated 4 Mq I 44). 
5-17 '4 .Lt.(jg) :Bradlq detached to Dirpao40cke(.Dudooka ltr to Bupera dated 29 Apr'44). 
5-l7-44--Lt. Tranelt detached to BAS Seattle(Budocka ltr to Bupera dated 4 Ma1'44). r 
6-15-44--Off1cer roater checked with 1 ~'44 roster - added Lt.(jg) Watkins. MO. Lt.(jg) 

Samuelson and Kraft not listed. 
6-15-4A:-..Lt.(jg) Ohl. detached to Parke{l3udqcka ltr to Bu.pera dtd 7 Jun '44). 
6-15..44, ••Lt. Huey detached to Bo:B Xorfolk(:bu4ocka ltr to :Buperc1 dtd 7 Jun '44). 
~-15-44-Lt. (jg) Scott ....lgiled frOll Parb{iudocks 1tr tu :SUpers dtd 7 Jun '44). 
6-15-44-Lt. (Jg) Jobnlon, Carp. Allen, Cunningham, Litt1ejohnt Borton assigned from 1st CB. 

(:Bu40eta Itr to :Bupers dtd 17 Mq'44). 
6-15-44 Lt.(.1g) January aseigned trom Parke(l3udock8 ltr to lSupera dtd 17 May '44) • 
6-l5-44--Carp. :Barnes, Flagg, Sperry assigned from Parka(:Sudocks l~r to bupers dtd 20 Ma.Y~44). 
6-15-4.4 -Bns. Heffron. Pr1ester, Roudebush ass1~ed from Endicott(:Hudocks ltr to Bu~ 1"8 dtd 

17 May'44-). . 
6-l5-44-Ens. Dorman and Oarp. Larson assigned from 2nd c:B(.Du.docks Itr to BuperB dtd 17 ~r '44. 
7-1-41 -Officer T'ot;l!tpr checked with 1 Jun'44 roster and d:etached Lt. Lene..\o:lsn, MOt Lt. Wolf, 

DC t and Lt. Oomdr. Verhaag, MO. Lt.(jg) Sa:mllelson a.nd Kraft not listed. Lt.Cr'Klr. 
Curt1s~~Lt. P1erzynqkl. Carp. Stone anit Di:'1gess listed -(due to dhbflnnioC' of t\il" 
batt.-not entered on rQster. ' 

http:6-15-4A:-..Lt
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22nd CB 

1-1-44 - Lt.(jg) Paxson o~tached to Pf',rks(:Oudock'3 ltr to J3n::>'!rs dtd 19 Jun'44). 
7-1-44 - Lt.{jg) Janua.ry, Ens. Heffron, ~,nd Carp. Sperry (t~t~,ch~(! t~ !let. l059(]'~dod:s lt~ to 

Bupers dtd 22 Jun'44). 
7-1-44 - ~t.(jg) Scott deto.che4 to 4th Brg.(~doCks ltr to :Bu.?ers dtd 15 Jnn'44). 
7-1-44 - Aons • Roudebush detached to Hu~nerne(Budocks ltr to 3upers dtd lS Jl1n'44). 
7-1-44 - Lt. (jg) Johnson d~tached to 2nd Erg. FFA(Eudoeks Itr tl) Dupers dtd 27 J"LU1 '44). 
7-5-44 - 1-, Wi.e detached to Bndicott nA. PW. (lNDocks ltr to :SUpers dtd 7/4/44) 
7-15-44- carp Cunningham detached to USN !raining Sehool (DeB.loit) (Budocka Itr to Bupers 

7/8744) 
7-20-44- Lt htt1John detached to Indicatt (BuDockB ltr to :SuPers dtd 7/20/44) 
8-1-44 - Oarp. Allen detached to 42nd B13 (BuDocka ltr to BuPerB dtd 31 Jul'44). 

7-1-44 - Oal!l"O Parks has b~en reonested to disband the 22:11l CB in order to l')rovid~ T'(IOTs,:mnel 
as ;eq'tJired for speciai (I~tachments and drafts.(A-2D memo to A4,A8,A10 (ltd 12 J'l."'1'44). 
(Effective 19 Jun'44). 

INACTIVATED 

. ' ... .. 
~ .., ..., ..,.""" 

OinC - Lt. Comdr. Albert C. Ketler. Jr. CEO USIR .OA :Board 
hec ..: Lt.W. B. Whittock CEC USNR .Qu... I:W!

Lt. (jg) w. F. Burger CEO USNR 1 Mar '44 23 998 
- 1..; H; ...,.~fJemthan AAf-' U'O TJI& 1 Apr 44 996 
-!It. Jr. Wo%f ot..1 i)g tISNR 1 May 44 996 
~" 1st. If: I. W1 B6 [») CEJ USllR 111m 44 10757 - Lte-fjg-}-:&"-;k;-Samttei&ea1 els WIll 


CJ"Oarp. V. Galotta. OlIO usn 

!it. h'e) J.- ,. 'fauon~' Q1g 'EJSIR 

Lt. (jg) C. S. MClenzie OEO USNR 

fit. W;~ 'ett1Jo!m. Ir. ptV CEC usn 

J,t... S. lhe:'t h. <,,:,f' as WIi. 


-1.•• (tic) J. J::udt '1 0Jte om 

Lb. ( Jg) Wan en Ii; OaJ. £. r- aBe lJS& 


-Lt. Comdr. J. I. Verhae.g MC usn 
Ens. R. T. liielson SO usn. 
lIns. I. W. Otmd1:tf so usn 
Carp. I. I. Steele OEO USNR 
Lt.(Jg) D. B. Watkins MO USHR 
~.(h;) :r:em'lf.th J; leRt ~1t' ~ 
Lt-.(Jt) nbl:iI W. lfahnson,td- 039 USE 'tOM'h·EH1~c.s..1i-~17 "; 
O.a.&;~.'pIT..;-fBanlrmii1e!tilH:eI-::-.~AlM-=ll~.mJl~-~-.~';!-~~.-,.-.f!.U9""111~8~&iJR-· ~, ACI:ua ~."Be.f,f'ron ~ 
eittp. :ld1rax4 M. 9tumift~ fi,j/ CEO USI1L,:,_. Virgil D. Priester 
Carp. Dewey:B. Littlejobn CEC USNR· Ens. Bwit;h-1t W.hewieWsh,,~ ." 
Carp'. Matthew M. Norton, Jr. CEO USN! Ens. Leonard S. Dorman 
lrt-.Ejg}--A1aF:i.e.--J).-"Jamta!7p.,j' OllIe usn Carp. Morris A. Lerson 
Oarp. lienry N. Barnes CEC usn 
Carp. Charles D. Flagg CEO USNR 

,,"::, ,,~2nd Construction :Battalion (INACTIVATED) 

Alt,th. 
3NP 625 
B~? 625 
13:J? 625 
B1fP625 

0Be- US-NEt 
CEC·USNR 
CEC USll"'P.. 
OEG--tSNR 
CEO USN.R 

CEC USr.-:R 
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History of, 

United States Naval Construction Battalion 22 

United States ~aval Construction Battalion 22 was commissioned on 

September 2, 1942, at the United States Naval Construction Training 

Center, Camp Allen, ~orfolk, Virginia. Commander Charles M. Noble, CEC, 

USNR, was the first Officer in Charge of the battalion. 

The battalion, consisting of 25 officers and 1,045 enlisted men, 

departed by train from Norfolk on September 26, 1942, and arrived at 

Camp Rousseau, Advance Base Depot, Port Hueneme, California on October 1. 

At Port Hueneme, the 22nd Seabees underwent advanced military and technical 

training and were outfitted and equipped for overseas duty. After winning 

many of the Camp Rousseau contests~ some of which were judged by Admiral 

3en Xoreell, the 22nd Seabees became known as nThe Famous 22nd." 

The battalion was assigned to duty in Alaska and departed from Port 

Hueneme in two sections. The first section left Port Hueneme by rail on 

November 17, 1942, arrived two days later at Harbor Island, Seattle, 

Washington, sailed the same day on the SS Alaska, and arrived at Sitka, 

Alaska on November 28. 

The second section left Port Hueneme on November 18, arrived at Seattle 

on November 20, and laid over for two weeks while awaiting transportation. 

On December 4, the second section boarded the returned SS Alaska, sailed 

the same day, and arrived at Sitka, Alaska on December 7. 

At Sitka, the reunited 22nd Seabees took over projects already started 

by civilian contractors. A gradual conversion from contractor to battalion 

construction was handled with facility and with a minimum of friction and 

confusion under the personal supervision of Commander Noble. It was not a 

simple task to transfer the construction projects because the original 

organization of the battalion had to be changed. Work hours had to 

compensate for the shortage of equipment and the lack of effective working 

time. The lack of effective working hours resulted from long hours of 

darkness and the prevailing blackout regulations. The 22nd Battalion, 

however, worked 7 days a \yeek and 20 hours a day. 

Durin~ its tour of dut, in the Sitka area, the battalion completed" . 



14 projects started by the contractors and also started and completed 

another 14 of its own projects. Among these projects was work for the U.S. 

Army's Second Expansion Program, which consisted of the construction of 

magazines, a fire station, hospital, officers quarters, and many other 

essential structures. Other projects included fresh water storage tanks, 

housing, piers, and facilities and airstrips for the Port A1thorp Naval 

Auxiliary Air Facility. 

With the cessation of civilian contract work, detachments of Seabees 

in the immediate area completed the remaining work. Eight detachments 

consisting of a total of 7 officers and 350 enlisted men were employed by 

April 1943. 

After seven months of building in the Sitka region, the 22nd battalion 

left on July 6, 1943, aboard the USS Chaumont and moved further westward to 

Attu in the Aleutian chain. Attu, about 740 miles from Dutch Harbor, is an 

island of tundra and windswept mountains. On July 14, 1943, the 22nd was 

the second construction battalion ashore at Massacre Bay. United States 

Army units had landed on Attu only two months earlier to capture the 

island from the Japanese. Upon landing on Attu Island, the battalion became 

an integral part of a provisional United States Naval Construction Regiment 

that later became the Ninth Naval Construction Regiment. 

The primary task of the 22nd Battalion on Attu was to build an airfield 

for United States bombers. The airstrip work began on July 16. The Seabees 

worked on a 24-hour a day basis in violent unpredictable weather. Aside 

from the weather,muskeg a kind of bog and a difficult type of soil to move 

was the main obstacle to construction. 

After eleven days of constant work the 22nd Seabees completed the first 

usable section of runway. In September 1943, the first plane, a Navy trainer, 

landed on the initial 3,000 feet of runway. The construction work continued 

at this brisk pace, and before winter the 22nd Battalion had two 5,000-foot 

runways in operation. At the same time the 22nd Seabees had built hangars, 

Quonset huts, and a PT-boat dock. They also helped the 23rd Construction 

3attalion build the naval operating base's main dock. 

2 



On October 13, 1943, nine Japanese aircraft attempted to bomb Attu. 

Both the United States Army and Navy were alert and readily warded off 

the attack. 

Commander Charles Noble, CEC, USNR, was relieved as Commanding Officer 

of Naval Construction Battalion 22 on 14 October 1943, by Lieutenant 

Commander Ernest Bathke, GEC, USN, the former Executive Officer of the 

battalion. 

On March 14, 1944, the 22nd Naval Construction Battalion boarded the 

SS Henry Failing and departed from Attu for the United States. For its 

extraordinary achievements at both Sitka and Attu, the 22nd Battalion 

merited acclaim, and the acclaim came from many sources. For example, 

The Commanding Officr of the Naval Air Station, Sitka, Alaska claimed that 

nBy their organization, supervision and marvelous spirit of cooperation 

and will-to-do, they set the standard by which all future Seabee organiza

tions in this area will be gauged. tr 

The 22nd Battalion arrived at Seattle, Washington, on March 25, 1944, 

departed the next day, and arrived at the Construction Battalion Replacement 

Depot at Camp Parks, Shoemaker, California on March 28, 1944. 

On May 2, 1944, Lieutenant Commander Bathke was transferred to Camp 

Lee-Stephenson, Quoddy Village, Maine, and Lieutenant Commander Albert C. 

Ketler, Jr., CEC, USNR assumed command. 

United States Naval Construction Battalion 22 was inactivated at 

Camp Parks on June 22, 1944. 

3 
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02 Sept 1942 

26 Sept 1942 

01 Oct 1942 

17 Nov 1942 

18 Nov 1942 

19 Nov 1942 

20 Nov 1942 

28 Nov 1942 

04 Dec 1942 

07 Dec 1942 

01 Apr 1943 

06 Jul1943 

14 Jul1943 

16 Jul1943 
28 Aug 1943 

22th Naval Construction Battalion 

Chronology 

United States Naval Construction Battalion 22 was commissioned 
at Camp Allen, Norfolk, Virginia. Commander Charles M. 
Noble, CEC, USNR, was the Officer in Charge. 
The 22nd Construction Battalion, consisting of25 officers and 
1,043 enlisted men, left Norfolk, Virginia. 
The 22M Construction Battalion arrived at Camp Rousseau, Port 
Hueneme. California and began advanced military and technical 
training. 
Section I of the 22M Construction Battalion, consisting of 
companies A and C and halfofthe Headquarters Company, left 
Port Hueneme, California by train. 
Section IT ofthe 22M Construction Battalion, consisting of 
companies B and D and the other half ofthe headquarters 
Company, left Port Hueneme by train. 
Section I arrived at harbor Island, Seattle. Washington and sailed 
on the passenger ship SS Alaska. 
Section IT arrived at Harbor Island, Seattle, Washington. This 
section was laid over for two weeks at Harbor Island while 
waiting for transportation. 
Section I ofthe battalion arrived at Sitka, Alaska. At Sitka the 
battalion took over civilian construction projects. 
Section IT sailed from harbor Island. Seattle, Washington aboard 
the SS Alaska. 
Section IT ofthe battalion arrived at Sitka, Alaska and joined the 
first section in taking over the completion ofthe civilian 
construction projects. 
Eight detachments consisting ofa total of7 officers and 350 
enlisted men were employed to complete the remaining civilian 
contract work. 
The 22nd Battalion left Sitka for Attu, Alaska aboard the USS 
Chaumont, a troop transport. By the time oftheir departure, the 
22nd Seabees had completed 28 projects at Sitka. 
The 22nd Battlion was the second construction battalion to land at 
Massacre Bay. Attu. The battalion was assigned an urgent project 
ofconstructing an airstrip for United States bombers. 
Construction ofthe bomber airstrip began. 
A navy Trainer was the first plane to land on the initial 3,000 feet 
ofthe main runway. Construction oftwo 5,000-foot runways was 
completed before winter. 



13 Oct 1943 

14 Oct 1943 

14 Mar 1944 

25 Mar 1944 
26 Mar 1944 

28 Mar 1944 
02 May 1944 

22 Jun 1944 

Nine Japanese aircraft attempted to bomb Attu. Both the United 

States Army and Navy were alerted and readily warded off the 

attack. 

Commander Charles M. Noble, CEC, USNR, was relieved as 

Commanding Officer by Lieutenant Commander Ernest Bathke, 

CEC, USN. 

The 220d Naval Construction Battalion left Attu for the United 

States aboard the SS Henry Failing. 

The 22nd Battalion arrived at Seattle, Washington. 

The battalion departed for the Construction Battalion 


Replacement Depot at Camp Parks, Shoemaker, California. 

The 22nd Battalion arrived at Camp Parks. 

While on leave, Lieutenant Commander Bathke was transferred to 

Camp Lee-Stephenson, Quoddy Village, Maine, and Lieutenant 

Commander Albert C. Ketler, Jr., CEC, USNR, assumed 

command. 

United State Naval Construction Battalion 22 was inactivated at 

Camp Parks. 




22M Naval Construction Battalion 

Officers in Charge 

Commander Charles M. Noble, CEC-V(S). USNR 
Lieutenant Commander Ernest S. Bathke, CEC, USN 
Lieutenant Commander Albert C. Ketler, Ir., CEC. USNR 

Executive Officers 

Lieutenant Commander Ernest S. Bathke, CEC, USN 
Lieutenant William B. Whittock, CEC-V(S), USNR 

02 Sep 1942 - 14 Oct 1943 
14 Oct 1943 - 02 May 1944 
17 May 1944 - 22 Iun 1944 

02 Sept 1942 -14 Oct 1943 
14 Oct 1943 - 22 Iun 1944 
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