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to CNO dtd 14 Sep'44).

drTn U, B, - 2nd Section
Iraining Schedule Eguipment R
NCTC (Korfolk)
ABD (Gulfport, 1 Sept.§*
Davisville, 22 Sept.#:-
Heady Date 1% Sept, 4
Left ABD lst wove, 23 Oct f& of f.50 men)
“né wave, 1 Oct?™5 off.384 men)
3rd wave,
ieatination Dowsger (Hulk, Snob, Blot)
106
23 Qet t*1et wave, 4 off. 50 men, sailed,
? _0Oct4? 2nd wave, 5 off, 384 men, sailed,
-~ 3rd wave, 3 off, approx, 104 men,
waiting for transportation at
Long Beach, N, T, P
9 Jzn%3- Request for additional Company Seabees and $20,000 LA
, ellotment. Comdr. Fay fevors sending 1/2 Battelion. PR
7 Mar.*< 2nd Section of 53rd C.B. Joined with 2nd Section of 17th C. B on 52] Feb. 1943
in Casablance forming the 120th C.B, e
, ) 17th C.3B. :
. LST EMBARRATION 28D EMBARKATION
THETC - Norfolk NCTC - Davisville
Aeld - Gulfport, 1 Sep'42 ABD - Hueneme
- ~Deviaville, 21 Sep'42 Resdy Date - 10 Sep'44
Renday Date - 13 Jen'a2 Left ABD - 11 Sept44
Left ABD - r0-Sep'42 (Sec 1); 23 Qct'dp Location - Beipan Okinaws
Destination - Arceatia (Sec 2
106
9-12-42 - 17th CB split into let and 3nd sections.
9-17-42 - Deficienclies of 1last Section ordered filled “rom 2nd es of deste of movement from
AFD.
9-30-42 - 17th CB departed ABD for Argzentia via Staten Islend with 468 men and 10 officers.
10-15~42 - Argentia Construction Battzlion Detachment comprising aposrox. 70 men transferred
to and made part of lst Seetion, 17th CB.
1-238.43 . 17th CB to be composed of 1st Section old 17th and 1004 Detachment in Argentia -
3/4 regular battalion. To be dispatched to Argentia ns follows: Can teke csre
of 1004 at once, 1 Co. plus Hdqtrs 24 Feb., one company each 3/15, 4/1, 4/15,
2-22-43 - 270 misc. retings transferred to 1004.
§~25-43 - 4 officers and 270 enl. men arrived ARD Davisvﬂle.’
12 3-43 . .rrives D overseas st N aviay 4
5-17-44 - 17th CB arrived Huonemo 14 May'M from ABDRB Davisville- (Hueneme Disp. 151920
16 May'44)
915=44 == 17th CB left Hueneme 11 Sep'44 for HODE.(ABD Hueneme Sec. disp, 131700 NCR 8030



L., . suthenvicegea ltine I - D

-8 Aug'42 - Batt commissioned at Camp Allem, Norfolk.
S, 4ug'2 - Arrived at Camp Bradford, Little Creek, Val
1 Sep!'42 - Embarked from Camp Bradford to Gulfport,Miss.
3 Sep'42 - Arrived Gulfport, Miss.

21 Sep'42 - BEmbarked for ABD, Davisville-~First Sec only.
composed of 11 off., ad 483 men. (Batt was
split into 2 secs at Culfport)

24 Sep'42 - 2nd Sec embarked for AHD Davisville,

23 Sep'42 - 1lst Sec arrived at ABD Davisville,
26 Sep'42 - 2Znd Sec arrived at ABD Davisville.
30 Sep'42 - 1 sparted ABD Davisville foi

1 Octt43 -
12 Octt42 - 1st Sec arrived at Argentis,

D 3 B

zl

48 0ct'42 - 2nd Sec began embarkation on this dete fon
Cunablancas. Went out in I ‘aves,

19 Pevlad ~ “nd Jec of 17th CB end Bnd Sec 53r¢ (B were
Joived at Crsablancs and deslignated the 1ix
C.B., Znd Sec 17th CB thereby insctivated.

17 Mer'43 - Det 1004 arrived at Argentia and Jjoined the
lat Sec of 17th CB to meke = comnlete Bsuti.

17 Nov'43 - 17th CB embarked from Argentia for U.3.

<0 Nov'43 - 17th CB errived ot NCTC Davisville.

12 Mer'44 - 17th OB moved to AED Daviaville,

9 May'4s4 - Ueparted ABD Davisville for ABRB Huen ene,
14 May'44- Arrived AGRB Hueneme from ABD Davwiavijie.
1t.Jun'44 - Moved to Pt Mugu (AATD) from ABRB Huensie.
1)l.jep'<d - Departed from Hueneme for 3aipen.

8 gaci,‘gg Arrived Saipen.

o ' 3111l operating at Suinch.

ty 1

. D€, 1004 arrived
Argentia 17 Map! 43
1st Section 17th CB, forming the comple:: i;'i: ;;th



Location - sgEpan 17th CB

11-17~44 - The 17th CB is located at Saipan.{Islanéd Com Saiprn Sup to CNO Sec. disp OQO{SPZ
LCR 16454 dtd 14 Nov'4d), o

t1-21-44 - The 17th CB is located at Saipan,(IsComSaipan Sec. disp to CHO 1102112 NCR 17596
~ dtd 19 Wov'aa),
l1-24-44 - 1 Hov'44 report of 17th CB - No info on location. Report endorsed by 39tk Reginent .,
12-12-44 - mcmc&n»m&-namam:%!acm;euw-s:ev-D&ap=—n—ene—ea&ea:s—«a—e-ae*&-ﬁ
(Tnis dispatch anmerently referred to the 17th CB (Sp).).
1-3-45 ~ 1 Dec'44 report of 17th CB - No info on location. Report endorsed by 39th Reg.
Batt was subjected to bofibing attacks throughout November.
1-26-45 - 1 Jan'45 report of the 17th CB - No info on location, 3 Snemy bombing attacks
during Dec.
~28-45 -~ 1 Feb'45 report of the 17th CB -~ located with the 39th Reg. The 17th CB left cont-
inental U.S. on 11 Sep'44,
3-28-46 -~ 1 Fed'45 Teport of the 4tk CF -
4- 4-45 - The 9th, 17th, and 1Qkt CBs heve been designated for the FINK operation. (Comservpac
Sec 1ltr Ser 90-VE/wh over Ser 001183 dt¢d 22 Mar to Cx0)

4-18-45 ~ 1 Apr'45 report of the 17th CB - located at Smipen.

4-28-45 ~ 17th CB scheduled for FINK. ETD April. (Comservpac Sec Ltr Ser 001581 dtd 11
Apr'45-to Comfwdareacenpac)

b~ 8-45 - The 17th CB is located at Saipan. Assigned forwd operation. (Dirpacdocks S.F.
Sec Rep of 15 Aprt45)

65-22-48 - 1 May'46 report of 17¢h CB -~ Located at Saipan. Fe

6~ Zegh - ihem;.."?zg)GB is loceted at Seipan, scheduled for Okinawa. (Dirpacdocks P Sec Rep o

6-7-45 -
The 17th OB detached from present duty, Proceed in accord with shipp insir snd

Locrtion - Jkinawa

i7th C.B.

5.7-45 - (cont) report to Comdr Const Troops APO 331. (Comservpec sec disp 042341 Jun'4b
to Com Mariannas)

6-25-45 -~ 1 Jun'45 report of the 17th CB - location not given. Report via 39th Reg.

Teib=4D = The 17¢h C3 is sssiegned to the 10th Brg and 44th Reg. effective 10 July. (CCT
APO 331 sec report on sssignment of CB units ser 897 dtd 10 July)

7-25-45 - 1 Jul'4d revort of the 17th OB - located at Okinswa. The 17th CB secured all work
at Saipan on 19 May'45. On 20 May'48 1 officr and 12 men were transported by plane
to Okinawa as an advance Survey Party. On 19 Jun'48 30 offcrs and 917 men boarded
ship and on 20 Jun'45 set sail for Okinawa. On 27 Jun'45 18 offors and 549 men
arrived at Okinawa and unloading was completed on 30 Jun'45. Report via 44th Reg
and 10th Brig.

T=26=45 = The 17th CB report to the 44th Reg on 3 Jul'45, Ordered to further report to
the 44th Reg for duty. (0inC 10th Brg Sec. end Ser 00196 d%d 3 Jul'4b to 17th CB)
<. 7«45 . The 17th CB reported to the 44th Reg on 4 July. (44th Reg sec end dtd 4 July tc
0inC 17th OR)
s=l3-45 = 1 Aug'dS report of the 17th CB - located at Okinawa. Report via 44th Reg, lOth Brg
A=il-5 - Inactivetion of following CB units approved Comservprc disps 291935, 290081 &
290007 »ll Aug:i- 4,5,7,17.20,66,74, 78 & 87 CBs. fkinawe. (Cincpoa conf spditr
ser Q¥250% dtd 4 Sept'dd to Comservpac).
coli=4d - 1 sent'sad revort of the 17th CB, Report viz 44th res & 10th Brig. No info as to
locrtion.
s-l4-4f - adcompnibspec is authorized tc release the 17th CB sbout 1 Nov'4b. (Comphibspac
eon: disp 110400 Sept'4f to Adcomphibspac ).


http:releA.ae
http:L:,_i.t5
http:Aug:-4,5.7.17.20,66.74
http:adTaD.08

40CEvI0n -UK1Dawa ) AR Vb

9-29-45 - Comservpac directs to inactivate the following CBe 4, 6, 7, 17, 20, 66, 74, & 87.
Inform Comservpac when inactivations sre completed. (Comservpac conf spdltr se
05174 dtd 11 Sept'45 to Comdt., BOB, Okinawa).

10-10-45-~ 1 Oct'45 report of 17th CB - location not stated. Report via 44th Reg. & 1Oth Brig.

11-20-4% -1 Nov'45 report of 17th CB ~ location not stated. Report via 44th Reg. & 10th Brig.

13-4-45 ~17th CB ordered inactivated by Comservpac. (Adcomphibspac TWX 3921237 Nov'4d to
BuPers).

12-28-45 - 17th CB hes been inactivated(actusl date not &iven), (CNCT, Okinewa 1tr ser 6290
dtd 24 Nov'45 to Comservpac).

3-6~46 - DirWestPacDocks conf. monthly CB report of 10 Feb 46 states 17th OB was
ingctivated on 24 Nov 45 at Okinawa.

TR AN TV AT

ON_BOARD
DATE QFFICERS MEY AUTHQRITY
1 Jun'44 1] BEF63S- R
1 Aug'44 1073 BYP625
1 Sept44 1069 BNP625
1 Octtas 1055
1 Nov'é4 31 1053
1 Dec'44 32 1053 HoR
1 Jan'4s 31 1052 MoR
1 Feb'45 30 1048 MoR
1 Apr'4b 29 1024 BNP625 & MoR
1 May'45 2 995 BEP62S A& MoR
1 Jun'4s 31 988 BEP62S & R
1 Jul'4s 3 924 BNP625 & B
1 Aug'45 31 900 BNPS25 & R
1 Jentt<d 750 BNP625
1 Oct'45 20 599 BNP625 & R
1 Nov'45 13 311 BNP625 & R

17th Construction Battalion (IN*CTTVATHED)
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SinC.---1t. G. A. Rezac {CEC) USNR
Staff* - Lt. () C. R, Welfare  (HME) USNR
Ens. J, M. McCloughry #2 (SC) USNR

HQ Co---Ens. J. E. Hunter, Jr. (CEC) USNR
"A" Co--Lt. C. G, Day (CEC) USNR
"Lt. (Jg) Clint Moore (ME) (CEC) USNR
*Ens. R, H. Matson (CEC) USNR
"D¥ Co--Lt. M, A, Walker (CEC) USNR
-Ens. W, F. Mamning (CEC) USKR
-Carp. F. Bal (CEC) USNR
Lrwm Qesrfws . . - . (Ds)
| Y
a !

Thise sectiég joﬁsgd with 2nd sedtion of%d
120th Batt, ' Jolned.at Casabl 8 19 Feb,

’’’’’

.,‘,"’ E;éfi?f;; E)«‘(ﬁ; i«;
. Mail address: Navy 8695 FPO NY
Acc, Number: ey

17 Construction Battalion -~ 2nd Section
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Naval Construction Battalion 17

Naval Construction Battalion 17 was established on 9 August 1942
at Camp Allen, Norfolk, Virginia, and was transferred to the adjoining
Camp Bradford, Little Creek, Virginia. XThere the men received
training in quonset-hut erection, pontoon assembly, and welding. On
1 September the battalion left Camp Bradford for the Advance Base
Depot at Gulfport, Mississippi, where it arrived two days later. At
Gulfport construction training continued, with practice in welding,
pipefitting, diesel mechanics, quonset-hut placement and erection,
tank assembly, and demolitiom.

On 12 September the battalion was split into two sectiomns. ‘The
First Section departed from Gulfport on 21 September for the Advance

Base Depot, Davisville, ®hode Island, and arrived there on 24 September.

The Second Section left Gulfport on 24 September. and arrived two days
later at Bavisville. Here both sections were readied for shipment
to widely separated overseas areas. |

The Second Section began embarkation on 23 October as part of
the forces gathering for the invasion of North Africa on 7 November 1942.
This section, commanded by Lieutenant George A. Rezac (CEC), USKR,
departed in three echelons for Casablanca, Morecco. Headquartered-there,
it had detachments assigned to Safi, Fedhala, Port lyautey, and Oran,
Algiers.

The Second Section's duties consisted of building and maintaining
pontoon barges and platforms, and in laying and maintaining oil lines.
Its chief function was maintenance.

On 19 Pebruary 1943 Section 2 merged at Casablanca with the
Second Section of Construction Battaldom 53 to form a new unit
designated Maval Construction Battalion 120, thereby inactivating
Section 2 of Construction Battalion 17.

From then on it was around Section 1 as a nucle.us that Construction
Battalion 17 continued operations. The Pirst Section departed from
Davisville on 30 September 1942, via Staten Island, New York,
for Argentia, Newfoundland, where it arrived on 12 October. The



Argentia base was a 60 million dollar complex of base and air-station
structures and utility systems. ‘

By the time Section 1 arrived at Argentia, the civilian contractors,
George A. Fuller Company and Merritt-Chapman and Scott Corporation,
had nearly completed construction of the base facilities. Assisting
them in this had been the Argentia Conatruction Battalion Detachment,

a unit of about 70 men which had originated at the Naval Construction
Training Center at Norfolk. .- fiii*.; and, second, a pool of
Newfoundlanders which included several hundred skilled laborers.

The rapid conmstruction had outatripped operations and maintenance
capability. The First Section conducted an analysis of the problems
from 16 to 1B October and immedistely began to take over all mainte-
nance and operations. On 15 October, the Argentia Construction
Battalion Detachment was integrated into the 17th Battalion. Operations
were transferred from the contrsctors in their entireties, one by
one. Within two weeks’time, seventy percent of operations and mainte-
nance were officially in the hands of the battalion. By 9 November
the transferral was complete. Battalion operations included the
following: electric-power and steam-generating plant and distribution;
electrical, communications, fire-alarm, transportation, refrigeration,
fuel-oil and gausoline, and water and sewage systems.

On 17 March 1943 Naval Construction Battalion Detachment 1004
arrived from the United States and was integrated into Section 1 to
£fi111l out the 17th Construction Battalion complement. On 30 April
1t numbered 1029 men and 20 officers. The gugmented Battalion was
placed under the command of Lieutenant Commander Robert 8. Seddon (CEC),
USNR.

A number of small construction projects occupied the battaliom,
including grading, erection of one 40-by 300-foot Public Works warehouse,
and the expansion of the water-supply system. But its mission was
largely maintenance. Most new construction was in the hands of the
64th Construction Battalion, which arrived in sectionsat Argentia on
27 March and 4 April 1943. O©On 30 April the contractors were relieved
of all construction activities.

. ““f:



By September 1943 the diminishing menace to Allied operations
in the North Atlantic led to the recall of the 17th Construction
Battalion. Leaving behind a small contingent of 45 picked enlisted
men to train maintenance replacements, the battalion departed from
Argentia on 17 November 1943; and three days later it arrived at the
Naval Center, Davisville, Rhode Island. "he
period of its stay in Argentia had baen 13 months. A training and
organizational interim of ten months in the United States followed.

The 17th Construction Battalion transferred on 12 March 1944
from the Naval Construction Training Center, Davi.ﬁville, to the
Advance Base Depot at that location. Two months later . the
Battalion entrained for the Advance Base Receiving Barracks,

Port Hueneme, California. Tt arrived ther€on 14 May. After & month
ak Port Hueneme, the battalion moved on 15 June to nearby Point Mugu,
California, On 11 September 1944 the 17th Seabees set sail from
Port Hpeneme aboard the USAT Sea Marlin for Saipén, in the Mariana
Islands.

Along with the 39th, 10lst, and 117th Construction Battalions,
the 17th Seabees arrived at Saipan on 6 October 1944. to begin
construction of the key Maval Base. Under adverse weather conditions
the battalion began to comstruct a temporary camp, to lay down roads,
and to prepare the site for a permanent camp on 9 October.

Mo days later the cargo ship arrivedj and comstruction got
underwvay on coral roads and on two 100-by 300=foot transit sheds, a
mine-agsgembly depot, Naval hospital buildings, the Naval Supply Depot
buildings, wells, and a fence around the statue of Tojo. 7The battalion
worked under air sttacks, which numbered five in November and three
in December 1944 and two in January 1945

By February 1945 the Naval Supply Depot was complete. It
consisted of 64 steel, arch-rib warehouses, 11 refrigeration sheds,
and B8 quonset huts for administration. A 400-bed hospital was finished
early in 1945, containing 40 quonset huts.

. The battalion also erected quonset gnd wood=-frame buildings for
Army General Rospital 39 and Army Station Hospital 176, each of 600-bed
capacity. Por construction of the medical facility, the 17th Seabees
were commended by Colonel Blliot &. Colby, Office of the Surgeon,

3
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Western Pacific Base Command)in a letter dated 17 May 1945, forwarded
over the signature of Major General Sanderford Jarman, Commanding.
The battalion was commended further for its outstanding work by

the 39th United States Naval Construction Regiment. in a i’etter dated
11 May 1945, signed by Commander Michael J. Burke.

On 20 May 1945 an advance survey party left Saipan by plane for
Okinawa. From 1 June on. the main body of the battalion at Saipan
serviced, packed, and loaded equipment aboard ghips. On the 19th
the main body, consisting of 917 enlisted men and 30 officers, boarded
five 13T's and sailed the following day for the Ryukyus. Arriving at
Okinawa 27 June, the battalion completed unloading 30 June. The
Seabees underfook a program of road, camp, and medieal-facility
construction. Quaryying coral, the battalion completed roads on
Okinawa and on the nearby 1lslands, Banare and lkei Shima, as well as
an eighty-foot timber bridge over the Ishikawa River. The Seabees
installed plumbing and electrical systems. Construction was completed
at Chimu air field. The battalion built a dental lab for the 10th
Brigade.

When on 9 October 1945 a typhoon destroyed eighty percent of
the 17th Construction Battalion’shousing and extensively damaged other
base facilities, the battalion repaired, within the same month, the
greater part of the storm damage.

Contact with the enemy during the battalion's Okinawa stay was
slight. Organized resistance had ended on 21 June, but the battalion
encountered guerillag throughout July and August 1945.

With the Japanese surrender in Tbkyo Bay began the rapid
demobilization of the battalion. By l November 1945 1its numbers
had decreased to 311 enlisted men and 13 officers. The 17th Construction
Battalion was inactivated on Okinawa on 6 Movember 1945.



Naval Construction Battalion 17

Officers in Charge
Lieutenant Commander Robert T. Hall, CEC, USNR

Officers in Charge, Section 1
Lieutenant Louis J. ern, CEC, USNR

Officers in Charge, Section 2
Lieutenant George A. Rezac, CEC, USHR

Naval Construction Battalion 17

Officers in Charge

Commander Robert §, Seddon, CEC, USNR
Lieutenant James E. Morelock, CEC, USRR
Lieutenant Hélmes Mi .Stiith, CBC, USNR

9 Aug 42 - 22 Sep 42
22 Sep 42 - 17 Mar 43

22 Sep 42 - 19 Teb 43

17 Mar 43 - 6 Sep 45
6 Sep 45 - 21 Sep 45
21 Sep 45 - 6 Nov 45



4 piled by the Progross Offico and subnitted to- tha ‘Buireau of Yrrds: aud Dmka,;ﬂashingw
_ton DY.0,5 abolition of consorship mgulations parmits p'gb]_{cntiaﬁ in :!:bm emtimty ‘
. for tho f{r/st times . o
1. Namé, Fank, and homo e.dmes of m.nc: Robert S. Saddon, Gonunander, GEG, USNR,"
" Quiney, Massachusetts Ny :
>~ 24 Date Battalion was comm:[aaionads 8 August 1942
3. Date Battalion doparted from U, S.a 1 Octohor 1942
 Detnils of firsy-econstruction jobs = . -
a, Locations Argontia, Nowfoundland - }2\ ) . ‘
b. Mejor Construction Jobss . . A Lo ;
All congtrustion work was yperformod undor most. unzatisfactory wcathor coudi-u -
tionst winds up to 90 knots, nlmost .constant fog, as many as sevon.changos, in typos:
of weathor in an hour's timoj prooipitation up to 120% o yoay and. tampemtums aver- .
aging bolow 40 dogroog throughout the year, The- entire arca of : cons’pmcticn Was .
coverod with a leyor of soft, groon 'poat 20! to 40! doop. .This peat had'to be ro-
-+ moved and £illed in with granite rock, quarricd ‘from near-»by hills. * Tho poat . was
*. underlein by granito rock and . rcsiéual glacial waste rook Post holoa,haﬂ to bc‘. -
- blastod. . e - =

S

e
~
-

Typo Job~ o  1 T Eimmg_d : '.' Qmm

~ Rader Station ,__,_C Raeg © . 120 days ) )
Radar for protcetion of. U 0 N T Iaolatad aroa;’ no roads,
from German aubs and surprisc attack, . . = - ) communicat.icna. el L

' Sgl_agg;-;nn cgb;e, Gatg Vossol , Comtinuous Rough aoaa zmd tmachoroua.

. . Installation, mintonanco anﬁ . 'navigation 1n ™ewfio"’
" ropair of submarine ocommmnications - - woather mndo ~ constant. vo-
" eablo:to Harbor Entrance Ga‘se‘ Vessol. . "+ peir work mopt;hazardous,

L Radlg’ ‘ R .
“ Easo Radio Oommunioations © o U 60days .

BN oxf - S c
Dock faeilitlos :ror Bri‘bish, ’ Continuous

Allded and Amorican Fleots of tho:
North Atlantie :

Ggig_Farm & Gagolino Syston Fiexs 140 days °
- Fuol for ships and plemos of the ’ :
_Atlantic Patrol -

Dry Dogk. and Faeilitios I -
- For ropalr of. allicd h:!.pa; com-- o
plcto@ma for ropairs ond., business . . -
and bk ving quar‘hora of pursomnels. xi .. ]

%E NP
. Extonsions ‘bo threo’
~‘talling about 3500 fu,ot.'

" Quonsst Hut Village R =
: Lrving quar‘bcrs for Aix' Fomcs " 93 days

»iSO,dajrsg 7

< 130" days’

the entire North Atlan‘bic

g

% " Disponsary Addition . L . " Hospltal - faeilitios for’

A 100-bed building,, franc 90 days ’ casunltioa in W, Atlantic. -

¢ .- Extongion of _;._wq,ﬁ_mm.‘ Continuous Gompleted and axtoniad tho :

v Firc Alarm, Wator, Stean, Scwor and work begun by a private :

# . Drainapc System of tho Whole Haval, contractor, . '
. ; ?ape o:E’ 3_sguare Y milos, ) ' o

g;‘ . ' ’ RN G :.:::;'

P ; Gomplo-ba housing facilities for ’ oo St

I‘V K ’ N ’ : V

. 32 NUYsas, 90 days

- o




p1ix Warke daintodanse Bul 1dinga oy
i . Base oarpenter, paint,, tmshins,g 3
A'elsof:;-ieal, pipea.“ Ghesl mgtalw;a:ﬁ

aw-mill shopa. .

i Extensior ‘65 axictingrtao- 5
!J;ibiee oh. antire ‘bné. g

" Rook Quarry Oparations - . _ - Continuons
C ‘ ’ KN T I

P a

Produced asphalt: 'ahd. - don-~
cra'be for all oomtrucfion

Asphalt and Aggregate Plants . Gontinuoua

Northerst Arm Rooreation Faoilitles ' . 30 daya .
o - Ct. ... v for 100 mens,

Over a hundréd other smell jobs, besides 2600 maintehanc‘e work .Job 'otdéfa,"" some
of which were mejor oconstruction projeots. Maintonance of all base faollities built
by the contractor from January 1945 to April 1943, as well as maiptonange Tef  all
Seabse construotion woz'k. Operation of all base transportation and mintananoa of
all equipuent, . ! . S P ‘

T e A e o
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B+ Date of return to U, 3.1 20 Novamhar 19438, R

&. Dato of ascoord departurs from U, S.3 11 Saptembez' laéé.g’(?v” d@*%(’l‘.‘ K

7« Details of second construction job: . H
84 location: Seipen, Mariens Islands s
" be Major Construotion chbs.(t .

 Mavel Supnly Dapot : " , . © 7 R2 days - .- Bupplies for the Fleat for
2 ~ 1007 x 834' Transit Shedsy - usably _oporatigns end 1nvasiona
. 64 « 40" x 100' S.5.A.R. Warshousssy - oomplete agelinst Japnn. A .
" 11 ~ 40t x 100! Roofer Sheds; 8 - 20' - r . LT
x 56 5.5.A.By Administration Build =~ - o
ings} Roads, Utili’bias, Open Storage ' :

 Arsas.. , ' o ’ B ; .
. H&vul Hospital B - B 62' days - . - f"‘ox' oa altias from Iwo :
. 400 'gaaa, 78 ~ 201, x 56' Tropi~ usably - dioe and Okinav:a. . :

eal - [Quonsets, offices, . oporating - somploto
rooms, wards, galleys, laundry, ware- W

‘houses, mess halls, »11v1ng quartcrs,
=‘_a11 utilities. :

;8 - 207 x 667 5.54A.R. Shope, ‘9-,
40* X 100! 5.8.4.R, Shops,. miscellens’
oous nocesn fasilitics; buildings and’
all utilitios, raada and hardatanda.

NAval Industrinl Area, Automotive and 34 days

q nt Ropsir :
% ~ 407 x 100 shops, 2 = 20! i O A L

58" shops; wutilitles, roads end mise . ’ T : R

callangong fenilitics, , T R

Army Ordnence Warchousos 82 days “Ordnance for Okinawn In-

3 = 100' x 5047 framo warchouscs, - ~wasion. : . oLk
utilities, scocoss ronda, hardstands, . ] k
Army 35th Gaperal Hospital 28 daya Okinawa casualtics

600~bed pro-fubriontod mood frame
- vmrds, offlovs and living quartors;
‘reorontion, theeter, walks, rocds and

[OYOEE I E R




cm ’.
.000 men.

ﬂ I

e ;; o
Replacenant -depot™ :
. paraonnal going ta Okinavaa

Aeotylcm,ozygen “end car~?
‘ben dioxids for ships, re-.
cpalr . and fire~fighting e~

e e

2 - 40" x 100! S. 5+ As Re shops
barracks, utilities, roads, dpen stor—

: ago area, and miscellansous facilitiesy . *quipnont . Base amd. B‘leet

L : Troon Port 0 _Ca . a1 facilities for Command’ )
;‘“.th; Camo, recreation, showaers, heads : - Cemp for all ammy ~troops:
B utilities, romds and other facilities. . in this arsa. ; ’ oo
; Cable L . Tnvolved unaemter bla.sff-' L &
o Laying 1 mile teletypa ca‘ble o ing of ceral rock. T :
B - . : : .

{.. Mino Arsemmly Demos ) Paoilities for the assom-

;fgz N R ‘ . btly of mines for B-29s to_\

£ : , sew in Tokyo Bay. :

g_‘ W@Lﬁg& : - B3 days . - Western: Pacific oasualtiee.<:.;

b Brection of 8.5.8.R. Quonset 3u1sa~ o . . . s :

? . end oupervision of Army persommel on . ° AT N

‘construction of this 600=bed 'hospital.'

o ,WM 22 days a‘-my supplies for Gkinava v
i 4 - 40! z 100' warehouses, 1 ~ 20' ‘ invesione .,
E SN . H .

x 96', 6 ~ 20' x 48", electrical ser- . oo RO
vices’ to 811 varehouses, IR S S e

...Qxc "’QL 1t R C 'Coﬂtir{\mus * .Used on &ll construction’ .
5 Q,uarriad 350,000 cubie ya:rd.s of R . end made available . to
[ - coral rock. . e _ other unitse e

' ¥ater Wells ~ 4 S . 10 days ;&veragixig _300% in V('iapAthv
' . B S - through the hardesb cf
) coral rock. .- 3r

¥ X LD Studte 7 ladays. . Saipen's onmly’ radio “atam
i Erscted S-S.A-»R. 30' x 56' ad&‘l—- o tion. :
tion wﬁ:h full facilities. L . el

‘ r5onmleﬂ;ed 1nsta11ation of water,
electi:ical and mechanisnl servicea e
60 Oeo-bottles-per—day plant. e

i ojests ine Black—-»tofmi : -
+<'39th NCR Housing. -and Quarters, Ferice- Protection - For Status of Matsue Haruji; 17tk

~ Bo BuiCamp Ares, Army Megs Hall, Gropac Housing,. . Furniture, Ordnance Camp Roads,
Additionel Camp Facilities for . Blst Special Batt.. Supervieicn of Gonstruction i

* Civilian Camp Susupe, BeS.T. Ramps,:, ‘ R

; Dyffieulties encountered on all Gonstruct-ion Projec s opical horimntal k
atorng, .suddon storms, heavy rainfall, impassa‘ble heavy clay-, ‘cropical sind stoms, .
lack oi’ materials, aauipment and partse )

8. Date of third assignment. Left Saipan, Marianas Islands on 19 June 1945. Are

rived at Gushikewn, Okinawa Shima, Ryukyus Islands on 26 Juna 1945, (& 17¢h-3attal-

ion Ingineer Detachment-, 12 men and one officer, Ieft Saipan 19 Hmr 1948 and z\rri" o

ved on Okinaws 23 May 1945,) : i
Mz jor construction jobe! .

. Ohimu Airfield Facilities 28 daye Vital for atbacks on Jaron
& E v
P g et continons . Vital havd reads for amw-
C 15 miles of cmal road 8 miles  to pronent nition and ethey war mater-

o

AP whd Al s T e
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v, . > Includes hatering s.nd lading
'we:ll as furnishing’ equipme!'!t to, push
‘vehicles out of mud and- deep hclea. S
Roughly 30 uiles of roads - :

taterials Depot, 10th Bl‘lfade ) ;
Hardstands, actual work of sort-— to present o

" ing, storing and cere of c1l materi- :

als belonging to the 10th B Brigade,

?

o+ Mavel immunition Depot and Camp -7 10 days -
¥ Teut city and facilities for 600- ) o L
°I man camp, 60 ammnition huts, ‘ o 00 Tpa. ol
;‘f . Difficulties encountered: heavy ra.lnfall typhoon aeason, l a ¢k of su.rfaced A
p’ roads or dreinage for existing traila, lack of moterials of e.ll kinds,
2 .9, list participation in enemy action, giving pla.ces, dat.es, number of casualtles S
% &nd type of action,(Bombing, shelling, ground fighting, opposed landinaur -ete, ) . 1 A
;ﬁ PLACE DATS TYPE CASUALTIES -
. . . . I . HE
+*  Saipan 3 Hov. 'h4Y . Bombing “ None ~° * e
§.°  Saipan 7 Nov. 4 Boubing Nome® .. " : e
Saipan 13 Nov. 44, . Bombing oL Bone - - - 7 v
1S Saipan 26 Yov. b Bombiig .- _Hone . .- . 1 T . 4
- Seipan 27 Nov. ', . (Bombing , Come i - b il
¥ (Bombing . libne - ST T
E Saipan 7 Dec. 144 ’ Bombing a None . - A
% . Saipan 25 Dec. WA Boinbing o o weNome oo R
& Saipan 26 Dec. ths © (Bombing . Hone . oo
ok (Bombing : “Wome . . - . CeTY
&, Saipan 2 Jun. 145 Bombing None T
T Szipan 3 Jan. 45 Bombing . None o
#.  Baipan 10 Feb, 5 Bniper fire; Jap Querillss in hills ; I
£ fired on 17th C. B. Quard Guard wounded T ©3%
Ll Saipan 19 Feb, 145  Mortar shelling; five mortars fired U
i ' by Jap Guerillas into 17th C. B, o S
s’ Camp {rom adjacent hills. Hone :
S - (Total air-raid alerts on faipan - 33)
rf Okinowa 7 July '45 ° Japs infiltrated 17th C, B, Camp; :
LA 1 Jap killed, 1 wounded Jiome
b Okinava 8 July 145 1 Jap killed : None S
Pty Qlkinawea g Julz A5 Japs Infiltreted 17tn C. B. Camp; ] L
‘ ‘ soveral epparently wounded : None o R
Qkinnwa 10 July '45  Japs infiltreted 17th C. B. Campj v
. . 1 killed . None
Ckinava 28 July '45 . Japs infiltrated 17th G, B. Camp, ' ‘ 2
o 1 killed, 1 wounded Hone - o : o
Okinawa - 5 Aug, 145 Bombing ‘None .0 cr
Olrinawa 9 Aug. Y45 Fnemy detected and fired upon at N B
; “the N.4. D Camp adjacent- to the | ! T .
17th €. B, » Fone . . .

kinawa " 21 Aug. 45 Enemy detected and Fired upon at
o . . the N.A.D. Camp adjacent to the . ..
o ‘ . 17th C,B. Camp None - -
Olkinawa 23 Aug. '45 1 Jap killed by 17th C. B, Guard’ : : o RN
. at the Ishikawa Bridge near 17th : : S
C., B, moteriel., Another Ja p . e ’
was wounded but escaped, ' None
{fir~raid alerts on Okinawn irnumer—
able; estimuted average 2 daily.)

10, ldst a1l G9aC's of Dettwlion giving names, ranks and dateés:
It, Gouaarder i, T. Hall, CEC UolR,78 Aup, 142 to 22 Sept. ’%2
Licutoront Towis J. Korn, OFC USNIL22 Septi”o 17,March 143 o
Comagnter Iobert 8, Soddon, CRG U-a}‘l’t 17 Yarch '1% to 6 Sept, V45, .
Tdeutonant Jawon ¥, Liorelock, CEC Usil, 6 Sept, '45 to 21 Sept. 45

Tdouteneat Holmen H, Smith, CRC USML, 21 Scpt. '45 to W- ,.,: -
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4]l September 1943

30 Septender 1542

1 Detober 1944
14 Cosober 1944

43 Ostober 1544

19 Pebruary 1943

17 Hareh lu4l

¢ Deoenber 1947
i4 May Llvds

1l 3@ Sexbar 1944
6 Hotobesr %4k

1 rYebrunry 154

Bastalin formed at N0TO0, Yerfolk.
Arrived A3D, Davieville, #A. 1.

A% AND, Davisville, the battalion wre srlit inte
two sections.

e lst lectiion departed AHD, ‘wvieville for itrtean
Tsland nnd sabarkntiona. Teatinntion Argentis.

ubdarred for oversess duty.

Arrived Argentin,

e 4na seation bagu wndarkation om thio date for
Casablancn. let wave exbsrked oh this date. ates
of eabariation of the other 2 waves is not available.
Gn Jeoticn 174h O and Mnd ieetlion 53re CH were Joimed
at “asgblrnos and designated the 148th Ci. dad wotionm
17th 1 wrn thereby insotivsted,

setnammant 104 rerived Arpentin and jolned the lst
Jagslion 17¢h 78 %0 nake s gom:lute battal lon,

17th OB srrived HO¥L, onvisville from Apgentia.

1785 o6 arrived AB:#d, lort luencne from H0PC, Daviaville,
wuartes rort fusnews for laipan.

Arcived saluven.

17k 0 45 ebill operuting at del en,

> an @ Te ew w  wm aw

Worhd e poave 1tlacsory de Urred uron infov.e $t1on oyeillable in the

i

LB, Jerstions watkisr af tia arras 9% mwr i arsonnel.

»)
N Y



http:tr:.f~.::.ii

SEABEE UNITS ASSIGNED TO SAIPAN

WORLD WAR II

18th NCB -- Went ashore with the Marines during the assault (June 15 -
July 9, 1944).

121st NCB -- Went ashore with the Marines during assault.
Repaired Aslito Airfield. Also repaired roads. In late July
moved to Tinian.

92nd NCB -~ Small echelons landed with Marines during assault.

67th NCB -—- Small echelons landed with Marines during assault.

17th NCB -~ Arrived in October 1944 to build the Naval Operating Base,
Saipan. Built naval supply depot and 400-bed naval hospital.
Helped build two Army hospitals.

39th NCB -- Arrived in October 1944 to build naval base. Constructed
seaplane base at Tanapag; also built tank farm. Helped build a
2,000-bed Army hospital. '

101st NCB -=- Arrived in October 1944 to build naval base. Built
ammunition pier and causeway at Garapan. Also constructed 3000~

bed convalescent hospital. Operated a coral pit for the con-
struction of Marpi Airfield. Built 500-acre ammunition storage

area.

117th NCB -- Arrived in October 1944 to build the naval base. Con-
structed housing for naval personnel. Also developed Tanapag
Harbor.

301st NCB == A detachment from this battalion helped to dredge
Tanapag Harbor.

31st Special Battalion -~ Arrived in October 1944 to unlecad supplies

for construction of naval base.



SEABEES ASSIGNED TO SAIPAN 2.

51lst NCB -- Arrived at Saipan in December 1944. Constructed Marpi
Airfield. Helped build Kagman Airfield.

CBMU 595 -~ Arrived in Saipan during the fall of 1944. Helped the
39th NCB build the seaplane base at Tanapag.

CBMU 614 -- Assigned to Saipan during the fall of 1944. Assisted
in the construction of Marpi Airfield.

CBMU 616 -- Arrived at Saipan in April 1945. Assigned to duties
at NAB Marpi Point.

CBMU 505 -- Activities on Saipan unknown. Disestablished there in
November 1945,

CBMU 510 =-- Activities on Saipan unknown. Disestablished there in
December 1945.

CBMU 545 ~-- Activities on Saipan unknown. Disestablished there in
October 1945.

CBD 1093 -- Activities on Saipan unknown. Disestablished there in
January 1946.

NOTE: Most of the information on this list came from Building the
Navy's Bases in World War II, volume II, pp. 337-43.
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