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.1J1in 1.;. lS, - <:"'nd ~ect1on 

Tra:i!1.ing Schedule 	 Eguipment 

NCTC 	 (Norfolk) 
.rl.BD 	 (Gulfport, 1 Sept./tt.-

Davisville, 22 Sept :+z-
Ready Date 	 l~ Sep t. 'If;" 
Left ABD 	 1st wl've. 23 Oct l4 off.50 men) 

2ncl wave t Y Oct1' 5 off. 384 men} 
3rd Yr~tVe. 

1e:Itlna tion 	 Dowager (Hulk, Snob, Blot) 

.23 Oct 'illet 	wave. 4 off. 50 men. sailed. 
1 Oct /4} 2nd 	wElve. 5 off. 384 men. sailed. 

- 3rd wave. 3 off. approx. 104 men, 

waiting for tr~nsportation at 

LonR Beach. N. Y. 


9 Je.n~3- Request for additional Company Seabee. and $20,000 .1 F 

allotment. Comdr. lay fe.vore eendlDg 1/2 Battalion. ..\; 
7 Mar:4-~ 2nd Section of 53rd C.B. joined with 2nd Section ot 17th C.B)~;~nll;g ::reJ):.. 1~43 

in Caeablanca forming the 120th C.B. ) (' 

17th Cl.B. 

'.,." ,13T ~ATIOJ 9!'R :r;tBABKAi'19B 


. HC ... C 	 - Norfolk NOTO - D~vi.vl11e 
;\.OD 	 - G-tu:.fport. 1 Sep'42 AID - Hueneme 

/!laviBville. al Sepl42 Riteq Date - 10 Sep 144 

ae~ny Dnt. - 13 Sepl42 Lett Am> - 11 Sept44 

Left A..RO IIt 2 (Sec 1); 23 Oct' 4Z LOM t ion - iaipa Ok:1aava 

llHtinHtion Ar{"6nt'1.a. (Sec 2) 


1m! 
9-12-42 - 17th CB split into let and 2nd aectiona. 
9-17-42 - Det1cienciea of lst Section ordered filled !rom 2nd fB. of dl'lte of movement frOll 

ARD. 
9-~;o-42 - 17th CB departed ABD for Argent!a via Staten Is1~nd ~ith 46B men and 10 off'eer8. 

11'-15-42 - ArgenUa Con.structlon Battalton Detachment comprising ap:)rox. 70 men trand'erred 
to and made part ot lat Section. 17th CB. 
17th CB to be composed ot lat Seation old 17th end 1004 Detachment in Ar~ntia 
3/4 regular battalion. !o be dispatched to Argentia 88 to11ows: Can teke e~re 
of 1004 at once. 1 Co. plus Bdqtre 24 Yeb •• ODe eompany esoh 3115. 4/1. 4/15. 

2-~c~-43 - 270 11I11a. rat Ings transferred to 1004.. 
2-~5-43 - • otficers and 270 eni. men arrived ABO Davisville. 

12- 3-43 - 17th C} Gr tlIS tal. oyerlMa it IM:Q )2ay1lYUlt 11./~ 
5··17-44 - 17th CB a.rrived Hueneme 14 Mfl.1"4,4 froll ABDRB Da,vhv1l1e.(Hueneme Diap. 151920 

16 Mayl44) 
- ... _-- .. 

9-15-44 - 17th aB left Buene.e 11 Sep 144 for HODJ.(.t:BD Huenene Sec. diep. 131700 NCB. 8030 

to ONO dtd 14 Sep'44). 



J... . AUtllenilcaiea. J.unera:l7 01 liM JaniS 1",.0 • 

.-9 .AUg1~ 
g-AUgt-:.r'6 
i·Sep'42 
3 Sep'42 

21 Sep'42 

24 Sep'42 
23 Sep'42 
26 Sep'42 
30 Se '42 

1 Oot'43 
12 Oct '42 -

Batt commissioned at Oamp Allen, NQrfolk. ~ 

ArriTed at Oamp Bradford. Lit tle Oreek, Va~ 

Imbar.ked from Oamp ~radford to Gulfport,Misse 

Arrived Gulfport. MilS. 

lllmbarked for ABD, Davisville--First Sec only. 

composed of 11 off. md 483 men. (Batt wal 

split into 2 secs at Gulfport) 

2nd Sec embarked for ABO Davisville. 

1st Sec arrived at ABD Davisville. 

2nd Sec arrived at ABD Davisville. 

.t 

at 
1st 

.J3 <2.:~~~ ~".~I!<!.?eC? ~ga.u.~!Ill;l8:r~atior~ on this uptt' fo.!, 
Q~;;J-!~Ql~W'ent out in ::; '//aves. 

19 Feb'43 - :~mi .;)ee of 17th CB end Snd Sec 53rd e'B '~'er~ 
joinAd at CasEl.blanoa and designated thE> 1:;:( 
C.B. 4nd Sec 17th CE thereby tn0ctivot~d. 

1'1' Mar'43 - Det 1004 arrived at Argentia and joined thf 
1st :$ec of 17th 013 to JI'lfIlce 09. COfl'l-vlf'te :e~lH. 

17 Bov'43 - 17th OB embarked from Arllentin for U.~. 
20 Nov'43 - 17th CB arrived at nOTO Davisville. 
12 Mar'44 - 17th OB moved to ABO Davisville. 

9 Mayt44 - ~eparted. ABD Davisville for ABRB H1.1.t'tH,ll'fle, 

14.Mey144- Arrived ADRB Huenema from ABD DAvisv!ll('. 
1""1""J,un I 44 - Moved to Pt Mugu (AATD) from A.BRB HUf'n('>PI~.
1 ~_;:,eeA4 - Departed frOllI Hueneme for Jaipen.
','1 ~ci.:~ - Arrived Saipen. 

a. - .:)tll)' operating at Sldptth. 



uocall0n - ~~ 17th CD 

11-17-44 - 'l'he 17th. CB is locatl"d at Saipan. (hlanrl Com. Sl"ip;;n Sup to CND Sec. disp 040~OZ 
LOR Hi454 dtd. 14 Uov'44). 

ll-21-44 - The 17th CB is locat@o at Saipan.(lsOomSaipt-ln Sec. disp to CNO 1102HZ NCB 17595 
dtd 19 Nov'44). 

L1-24-44 - 1 l'fav'44 report of 17th OB - 110 info OD 1008tioa. .Report endorsed by 39th lleg1ment. 
12-12-44 - 1~ih-C~!ocftte''''-Pel.!ta~-~I.OoaPelelt.-Seey-D4.~.-to-9Ie-aliei6-'t4-9-Blc~~ 

1-;3-46 
('I'h.is disp8tch a·TTl')e.rPnt1~r ,..... f.rr.!J('! to th.e 17th em ('3?).). 

- 1 Dec'44 report of 17th OJ - No info on location. .Report e
Bat t vas subJected to bolb1nc attack. throuchout NOT_ber. 

ndor18d by 39th llec. 

1-26-45 - 1 Jan'46 report of the 17th OB 
duriDC Dec. 

- No info on location. 3 .11•• bo.biJtC aU.cD 

~2b-45 

j·48-46 -

1 Feb t 45 report of the 17th OB - located with the 39th Reg. 
inental U.S. on 11 Sep'44. 
~~45·reportcrt'tbe-· ..... ct· _ 

The 17th OB lett cont

4- 4-45 - the 9th. 17\h. u4 la-t OJa have been deatpated for the FIn operatbll. (Oo_erypac 
Sec ltr Ser 9O-ft/wh oftr Ser 001193 dtd 22 J(ar to 0110) 

4-18-45 - 1 Apr'45 report of the 17th OJ - located at Salpan. 
4-aB-45 - 17th OB scheduled for rIB. :JBfJ.ID April. (Comservpac Sec Ltr Ser 001581 dtd 11 

Aprl4~to COlafwdareacenpae) 
b- 8-46 - The 17th OB is located at Salpa.n. Assigned forwd operation. (Dirpaodocks S.F. 

Sec Rep ot 15 Apr t 45) 
&-23-46 - 1 ..,..46 re])Or_ of 1'\Il em - t.eeat.a at Ialpu. :Re 
0- 4-45 - The 17th CB if! loccted l\t Saipan. scheduled for Okinawa. (Dirpacdocka P Sec Rep rI 

1 May'45) 

0-7-46 - The 17th CB detached from present duty. Proceed in accord with shipp lnstr and 

17th O,B. 

6··7-45 - (cont) report to Oom<1.r Oonst Troops APO 7,:7,1. (Comservpac sec disp 042341 Jun' 45 
to Com l·iar:tan.!las) 

6-45-45 - 1 Jun'45 report ot the 17th OB - location not given. Report via 39th Reg. 
7-/~;:1-"t!J - Thp. l?th CE is assigned to the 10th Erg ~md 44th Reg. effective 10 July. (COT 

!PO :~::31 sec report on a.s~ip.nment of 013 units apr 897 dtd 10 July) 
7-25-45 - 1 Jul'46 nroort of the 17th CD - located at Okinawa. !he 17th CB eecured all 'Work 

at Salpan OIl 19 Mq I 46. 011 20 Mq'e 1 oificr and. 12 men 'Were tranaported by plane 
to Ok:1Dawa a8 an adTaD.08 Surftf' ,arty_ On 19 Jun'45 3) offera and 917 men boarded 
ah1p and on a;) Jun'4& .e' sa11 for Okinawa. On 2? Jun'45 18 offore and 649 men 
arrived a_ Okinawa and UIlload1Dg was completed on 30 Jun145. Report via 44th Reg 
and 10th Brig. 

7-26-45 - The 17th CB report to tbe 44th Rec 011 I Jut' 45. Ordered to further report w 
the 44th Reg for dut7. (OlnO 10th Bre Sec. end Ser OO19S d_d 3 Jutt 45 to 17th CB) 

~- "-4b - The l?th CB reported to the 44th Reg on 4 JulJr • (44th Reg sec end dtd 4: July tc 
Qirl.C 17th op) 

(.)-1:~-45 - 1 Aut~145 report of the 17th CB - located at Okinawa. Report via 44th Reg. 10th Er@ 
;.<-il-·-r5 - Inact1vntion of fo11owin~ OB units approved Oornservnpc disps 291935, 290051 & 

;~9(jQO? I'lll Aug:- 4,5.7.17.20,66.74. 78 &: 87 CBs. (lkinawe. (Cincpoa conf spdltr 
ser 002559 dtd 4 8ept'~~ to OOffiservpac). 

,~L:,_i.t5 - 1 ;;ic:?t I ".1:5 rl'l,;o rt 0 f the 17th CB. Heport vh 44th riep; (.c 10th Brig. No info as to 
loc~·, t ion. 

;~-14-4::=' - .....dC')mphibspt~c is a.uthorized to releA.ae the 17th CB [cbout 1 lIov'45. (Oomphibspnc 
Cor~~ (iisp 110400 Sept'4f. to Adcomphibspac ). 

http:releA.ae
http:L:,_i.t5
http:Aug:-4,5.7.17.20,66.74
http:adTaD.08


9-29-45 - OOJlaenpac directa to inactivate the tollowing CBa 4, 6. 7, 17. 20, 66. 74, 7$ " 87. 
Inform Oomservpac when iDaCt1vatiOD8 are completed. (Comaervpac CODt apdltr .~ 
05174 dtd 11 Sept t 45 to Comt.. 1013. Okinawa). 

10-10-45- 1 Oct'45 report ot 17th 013 - location not atated. Report via 44th Reg. & lOth Brtg.
11-20-45 -1 NOT'45 report ot 17th 013 - location not stated. Report via 44th Reg. & 10th Brig. 

12-4-45 -17th DB ordered inactivated by Oomservpac. (Adeomphibspae TWX 292127 Nov t 45 to 
.BuPers).

12-a8-45 - 17th CB has been lnactlvated(actual date not ~iven). (CNCT. Okln~~ Itr eer 6290 
dtd 24 Nov l 45 to Comservpac). 

3-6-46 - DirW.atPacDocka coni'. monthl,. OJ report of 10 Jleb 46 .tate. 17th oJ' waa 
inact1vated on 24 Nov 45 at Okinawa. 

11m 
1 Jun.'," 
1 .Aug'44
1 Sepl44 
1 Oct '44
1 Nov l 44 
1 Dec'44
1 Jan t 45 
1 Feb t 45 

1 Apr t 45 
1 ""46 
llunt 46 
1 Jul'45 
1 AUC'45 
1 3ept''''5 
1 Oct t45 
1 Novl45 

_"'_'_'_'_~_____'__'_"___,.,•.,,_.".w.____ ."_.___.~ .._ _ __•._~ .~_,_,_~ ~ 

, ;;, ~ 

Olf :BQARJ) 


OllIQIBS a 

3l 

1073 

1059 

1055 


31 1053 

32 1053 '81 

31 1052 MoR 
30 1048 MaR 

29 1024 1NP625 & MaR 
31 •• e BlN2I • JIo1l 
31 988 DP62S .:a 
31 924 BJ1P625 ,. 1t 
31 900 BN'.P525 &, R 

750 BUP625 
20 599 lmP62S ,. R 
13 311 BN'P625 & R 

17th Oonstruct1on Battal10n (IN~CTTVAT~m) 
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;1nC .---Lt. G. A. Rezac 
Staff~ . Lt. (jG) C. R. Welfare On :Soard 

- Ens. J. M. McCloughry #2 
1IQ, Co--·Ens. J. E. HunterJ·Jr. 
"All Co-:'Lt. C. G. Day 

\ 

· Lt. (Jg) Clint Moore 20~ 

· 

· 


, 

Construction Battalion - 2nd Section 

·Ens. R. H. Matson 
~D¥ Co~-Lt. M. A. Walker 

Ens. W. F. Manning 
Carp. F. Bal~' 
L'T. W 1'T1. (t,u"/~f: -

I 

12 ~c 
\ 
\, 
\ 
\ 

\ 

Mail address: 
Ace. Number: 
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Naval Construction Battalion 17 

Naval Construction Battalion 17 was established on 9 August 1942 

at Camp Allen, Norfolk, Virginia, and was transferred to the adjoining 

Camp Bradford, Little Creek, Virginia. !here the men received 

training in quonset-hut erection, pontoon assembly, and welding. On 

1 September the battalion left Camp Bradford for the Advance Base 

Depot at Gulfport, Hississippi, where it arrived two days later. At 

Gulfport construction training continued, with practice in welding, 

pipefittin~, diesel mechanics, quonset-hut placement and erection, 

tank assembly, and demolition. 

On 11 September the battalion was split into two sections. 1he 

Yirst Section departed from Gulfport on 21 September for the Advance 

Base Depot, 1Wvisville, thode Island, and arrived there on 24 September. 

'The Second Section left Gulfport on 24 September. and arrived two days 

later at ~visville. Rere both sections were readied for shipment 

to widely separated overseasareas. 

The Second Section began embarkation on 23 October as part of 

the forces gathering for the invasion of North Africa on 7 November 1942. 

~is section, commanded by Lieutenant George A. Rezac (ClC), USNR, 

departed in three echelons for casablanca, MDrGCco. Headquart~~ere, 

it had detuhments assigned to Saft, redhala, !art l.yautey, and Oran, 

Algiers. 

!be Second Section's duties consisted of bulldin, and maintaining 

pontoon barges and platforms, and in laying and maintaining oil lines. 

Its chief function was maintenance. 

On 19 february 1943 Section 2 merged at Casablanca with the 

Second Section of Construction Battal'an 53 to form a new unit 

designated laval Construction Battalion 120, thereby inactivating 

Section 1 of Construction eattalion 17. 

'Prom then on it was around Section 1 as a nucle, 'us that ~nstruction 

8attalion 17 continued operations. !he First Section departed from 

Davisville on 30 September 1942, via Staten Island, Hew York, 

for Argentia, Newfoundland, where it arrived on 12 October. The 



Argentia base was a 60 million dollar complex of base and adr-station 

structures and utility systems.' 

8¥ the time Section 1 arrived at Argenti•• the civilian contractors, 

George A. !Uller Company and Merritt-Chapman and Scott Corporation, 

had nearly completed construction of the baae facilities. Assisting 

them in this had been the Arrentia Construction Battalion Detachment, 

a unit of about 70 men which had originated at the Naval Construction 

'l'ra1ninl' Center at Norfolk. '_ ,- ·,t.' ~::J;':'~:;:'?! ....~ aid) second, a. pool of 

Newfoundlanders -nich included leveral hUQdred skilled laborers. 

The rapid construction had outstripped operationa and maintenance 

capability. 1he lirst Section conducted an ana1Ylia of the problems 

from 16 to 18 October and immediately began to take over all mainte

nance and operations. On 15 October, the Argentta Construction 

Battalion Detachment was intearated into the 17th lattalion. Operations 

were transferred from the contractors in their entireties, one by 

one. Within two eeeks)time, seventy percent of operations and mainte

DaDe. were officially in the hands of the battalion. By' November 

the transferral was complete. Battalion operations included the 

following: e1ectric·power and steam-generating plant and distribution; 

electrical, communications, fire-alarm, transportation, refrigeration, 

fuel-oU and ..soHne. and water and sewage systems. 

On 17 March 1943 Naval Construction Battalion Detachment 1004 

arrived from the United States and was intesrated into Section I to 

£ill out the 17th Construction Battalion complement. On 30 April 

it numbered 10%9 men and ZO officers. 1be augmented Battalion was 

placed under the command of lteutenant Commander Robert S. Seddon (CIe), 
USNR. 

A number of small conatruction projects occupied the battalion, 

including grading, erection of one 40-by 300-foot Public WOrks waretiouse, 

and the expansion of the water-supply system. But its mission was 

largely maintenance. Most new construction .as in the hands of the 

64th Construction Battalion, which arrived in sectioDSat Argenti& on 

27 March and 4 April 1943. On 30 April the contractors were relieved 

of all construction activities. 

2 
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a, September 1943 the diminishing menace to Allied operations 

in the Ibrth Atlantic led to the recall of the 17th Construction 

Battalion. Leaving behind a saall contingent of 45 picked enlisted 

men to train maintenance replacements, the battalion 4eparted from 

Argentia on 17 November 1943; and three days later it arrived at the 

Naval"'fraining €stX'Uct§j) Center, Davisville, Rhode Island. '.Ibe 

period of its stay in Argentia had be~ 13 months. A training and 

organizational interim of ten months in the United States followed. 

1'he 17th Construction Battalion transferred on 12. March 1944 

from the Naval Construction "1\:'aining Center, Davisville. to the 

Advance Base Depot at that location. '»10 months later the 

Battalion entrained fo~ the Advance lase Receiving Barracks. 

Port Hueneme, Califomia.. It arrived the_on 14 May. After a CIOnth 

at 'Port Hueneme, the battalion moved on 15 ~e to ftearby faint !t.ISU, 

Ca.l1fornia. On 11 September 1944 the 17th Seabees set sail from 

port ateneme aboard the USA't ~ Marlin for Saipan. in the Mariana 

Islands. 

Alonlwith the 39th. lOlst. and l17th Construction Battalions, 

the 17th Seabees arrived at .aipan on 6 ~tober 1944· to begin 

construction of the key lfaval Base. Under adverse weather conditions 

the battalion betan to construct a temporary camp, to lay down roads t 

and to prepare the site for a permanent camp on 9 OCtober. 

!We days later the cargo ship arrivedj and cODstruction got 

underway on coral roads and on two lOO-by lOO-foot transit sheds. a 

mine-assembly depot, Naval hospital buildinss. the Naval Supply Depot 

buildings, wells, and a fence around the statue of 1bjo. !he battalion r 
worked under air attacks. which numbered five in lOYember and three 

in December 1944, .d two in .January 1941. 

By February 1945 the laval Supply J)e.pot was complete. It 

consisted of 64 steel, arch-rib warehouses, 11 refr1seration sheds, 

and 8 quonset huts for administration. A 400-bed hospital was finished 

early in 1945, containing 40 ~on8et huts. 

The battalion also erected quonset and wood-frame buildi~ for 

Arrrty General Hospital 39 -lnd Army Station I.osp1tal 176. el.\Ch of 600-bed 

capacity. Por construction of the medical facility, the 17th Seabees 

were COtllllended by Colonel Illiot G. Colby, Office of the Surgeon, 

3 
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&estern facific Base CommandJin a letter dated 17 May 1945, forwarded 

over the signature of Major General Sanderford Jarman, Commanding. 

1he battalion was commended further for its outstanding w~rk by 
\ 

the 39th United States Javal Construction Ragfment in a letter dated 

11 May 1945, Signed by Commander lIichael J. Burke. 

en 10 May 1945. an advance survey party left Saipan by plane for 

Okinawa. From 1 June on. the main body of the battalion at Saipan 

serviced, packed, and loaded equipment aboard Ihips. On the 19th 

the main body, consisting of 917 enlisted men and 30 officers, bo~ded 

five "T's and sailed the !ollowiqt day for the Ryukyus. Arrivinwat 

Okinawa ~7 June, the battalion completed unloading 30 June. ~e 

Seabees undertook a proaram of road, camp, and media.l-facility 

construction. 4uarYYinS' coral, the battalion completed roads on 

Okinawa. and on the nearby Islands, Banare and Ikei Shima, u well as 

an e1ahtrfoot ·timber bridge over the bhikawa River. ~e Seabees 

installed ,lumbiDj and electrical aystelll8. c::cmstruction was completed 

at Chlmu air field. 'lbe 'battalion built. dental lab for the 10th 

kipde. 

When on 9 October 1945 a typhoon destroyed eighty percent of 

the 17th Construction &ttalion'shouai. ad extensively cJamaged other 

base iAcilities, the battalion repaired. within the same month, the 

areater pert of the storm damage. 

Contact with the enemy during the battalion's Okinawa stay _s 

sli8ht. OraanUad reaistance bad .,.ted on 11 ~e., but the battalion 

encountered suerUla, throusnout .July and Aupst 1945. .r 
With the Japanese surrender in !bkyo Bay began the rapid 

demobilization of the battalion. a, 1 IDvember 1945 its numbers 

had decreased to 311 enlisted men and 13 officers. 1he 17th Construction 

Battalion _s inactivated on Okinawa on , November 1945. 

4 
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laval Construction Battalion 17 

Officers in ChaTge 


Lieutenant Coumander Robert !. Hall, CIC, usn 9 Aug 42 - 22 Sep 42 


Officers in Charse. Section 1 


Lieutenant touls J. teem, esc, USNR 22 Sep 42. - 17 f'Jar 43 


Officers in Charge, Section ~ 


tieutenant George A. Re&ac, Cle, USNR 2.2. Sep 42 - 19 l'eb 43 


Naval Construction Battalion 17 


Officers in Char,se 


Commander J.:,bert S. Seddon, esc, usn 17 Mar 43 - 6 Sep 45 

Lieutenant .lames B. Morelock, Cle, usn 6 Sep 45 - 21 Sep 45 

1.ieutenant 1I01mes,Hi.Stiith, C1!C, usn 11 Sep 45 - 6 Nov 45 
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140 days 

9:3 days 

GontinuOUI:l 

' .. 
Hospittil . faeillti~~f()r 
casunltios inN.A~lllntio. 

Gompleted nnd'axtond0o 'tho 
ilork bogun by apr:!.Vato 
oontrllctor. 

I. ..." " r ~ '-

NurBO§ Quartors, 
~ , . Comploto housing i'neilltics forI. 
f 32 nurSIJ8, 90 days 

- I. 



.j! • 
' 

, .' Bollcls. w~ lks and Soil ~oi":~n' c(')ntr~i~' ::~~:o~' (,)':n...t;11!l~:):I"u;il~~bj:~~~i~l;~~;i;' ..')'
...;' .;«; Ultha ohflntilre 'bull., ", ' ' ;',~;:' 

Rook Quarry Operat1ons 
< " .?, , ••~, , . 

Asphalt and Aggregate Plants Oontinuous 

• • 't>. ~ \.~ i '.~ >.. ,:~ :f;/ j ',' ~l; i: ....'( 
Blaated and orushed gran
ite r!)ok uaea AS fill (J'Ver. 

~the.. e~tir.eb~s~·":.~~:~f: " 

Produoed aIIphalt anCl,·" don.. 
orete· for allcoiatruoi;'!on. 

.' ',' '. .:. {t;; 'l~ " :~ ,', , .:, 

~orthol',st Arm. lboreation li'aollit1aa, ,,30 dars F1shing , elld hl.lbt1Jlglodge ,i'}~ 

, , " .' ,:01' 100 men", '," " ,: " .. ,.!:.'X~~,. . 
Over 8 hundred other small jobs, besidos MOO maintelulnoe work job ordct's,' some" ". ':·;:;.tT"',} 

ot whioh were major oonstruotion projeots. .Maintenanoe ot ell base fu1lit1ea built " '\: 
by tho eontrMtor from January 194fto April 1943, as lIIe~l u"lila.i):1tunenOIJ"t:'tail. "ji 
Seabee oOllstruotion work. Operation of all hUE] transportation and r.falntollM100 'ot " ,:': ~ l 

all e(}uipl4enii. , , •. ' ' ..' ",' ' '" ~,,: ::' :",.,;;~r' ~ 
,::.,~:!: :~ ::!~:: !:~;t:;; f!~mNfi:o:~~r ii4 

:;ptombor lQ44. ~70Jtr1(61£"11* ~.e#b.} . 
7, Details of seoond constrttotlonjob: , ,-:", "" '. ' 

a. LocQtion: Saipan, .B.iar1anSlblands: ' " 
b • .Major OOllstruotion Joba; C,' ,',; 
, 

, Naval Suppl.y Depot 
2 - laO' x 3)4' Transit Shede, 

54 • 40 1 x 100' S.S.A.R. Warehousos, 
11,- 40' x 100' Beater Sheds; 8 - 20' 
x 56', S.S.A.B.t Administration Build 
ingej Roads, Utilities, Open Storago 
Area••, 

't" : 

NAval Hosjlital 

" I, 

fl2 daY'S 
ullably 
oomplete 

62 dllYs 
Usably 
oomplote 

,400 Dods, 76 - 20'.x 56 1 Tropi~ 
cal <;Quo.llaets. offi08S", ope ~at1ng 
roo_, wards, galleYlI, lnqAdr" ware

.','houaell. Il10118 halls. ,liv1ng . quartors, 
/a11 UtilitIes. '. , ,,;f f , . ' , ,', . 

':i ',.. ;{~, . .oj' . '~i! ~.(  ,; ',' ,,·~.):,L' "',:, . 
.... ...illuduatrlal Area ,'?It:i~ j 'i'; ';'," <:: 47-d~YIiI .' 
" l ",~;8 .. 20' x 56' S.SJA;:a.Shopa~:,9..., ," usably:' 

:, :,,40' S 100' S.S.A.R. Shopa" miscallel2"", ":' oomplete 
oOU8.aoee'l tae111ttG8i' bU11dlcga and ",' "~' 
all Ut1lit1os. roada and hardstands. 

lib!!l Indust2'illl Area, Automotive 'and 
i§u!e::nt ~rail:' ' 

;;;.. 4' :II' 100' shops. 2 ... 20' x 
51i' ehop"J utiliti08, roads and mis ' 
eellar,Q"ulj f9'li11tias. 

Army Ordnance Warahouaos 
3 - 100' x 304' frame warehousos, 

U~i11tiQ", 60001111 ronda, hardetande. 

34 days 

82 days 

28 dllya 

',:\' 

.~ ". 
8u1'I1116,8 for' the ~Flatlt 'fo'; ,:' 
oporatiqns and ,1nvado128 ': 
against ·'Japnn.

i 

For' 
J1ma 

': ..:.,' 
Navnl BIl~e li'quipmont lbpdt' 

Ordnanoo for Okillawn 
yaslon. 

In

. ·r 



'.,,'. '. : 

,~ 
roatl.s 

. 
2 - :x: 100 • ..... • 


be::-raeks, utilities, roads, OPexl stozo...': 

ago l".rea. and misoellaneous faeilitiea-


Army TrooT' Port Command'Cm .;,,'i~;j~;~~, 'Allfa~il:Ltle~' for 'CO~~d;;;::)::~ ':"': 
Crurro. recreation, showers. heads~' .~.,~ . . : Camp ,for all a.rmy' :.-troQ"pB' \ '} "<'\! .;. 

utilities, roads and other faoilities•. '>:,::X~:;'.·:> in thill area~/,' •..:: ;,').;! 
Submarine Cable IS d.!qs:.,,, r Involved ut')demterblast-., ...,1;': ~ l'i. 

Laying 1 mile teletyplll cable: 	 . ing of coral roclc~." ':f(.. .,,; 

Kin!! AI' $flml1lX Depot.,19 /!ate 

1?6th Army Station Hormital, . . 63 dfqs 
Erection of S.S.A.R. Quonset Buts, 


end . supervision of Army porsonnel on" 

construction of this 600-bad·hospital. 


Army'lnlineer PeRot Facilities 	 Army supplies tor Okinawa. ., 
4: - 401 X 1001 warehouses;'l - 20 1 invasion. \ " 

x 96', 6 .. 20' :x: 49', electrical ser
vioes'to all warehouses. . 

CgrM'Pit Oontitiuoue . Used on' all 

Q,uarried 350.000 cubie yards'of and made available· 


'coral' rook. other units. 


lister 'Wells 4 10 dayll Averaging 300' in .depthl' through the hardest·lot 
'r .. coral rook. . ',r 

~;(~ W X L;'P SW"Jo ' .14 days, Saipan' s oni'::rSdio 

it" " Erooted S. S.A.R. 20' :11:' 561 ad.di- tion. 

~~;:~ tion:.~ th full facili ti=s~ r,'." .;: ,.'.",;..: ,,>,, .. 


~!" ~'=:::r~~;H~:fi~lf a1~; 	 ..:',·,:,·:'.·.,.'.·.'.;::',:,f;.,.·,.~:"~.,,,.,•.·<0~,>"/>. ,. ' 
~'·.6q.OOq-bottles...per-day.p18nt.:~~,.: t "«.':$~;" '.,t ;~(~~:'., 'i,~:'." ~<~.;'-'i.. _._ -_~ ~-',-;'-"'T-~ 


.;.I··~,t .. , 'II., ,," ',,:'.;j~ ':·:f}~;·t4> ::~}~·l",·;},,~,~.((· ...:". "{.";:·'".~"";l., ""':-:"::':"'<:: ;·:i--l\ ...... , ~ .,.~, 'r 


.' ;~" ... ' ; ;'tn<l about' 25 otheri ;pro.1e'ob' 'cluding~::Biack-to1,piilg,,~]jeclC9 of "Iar4liollss4,:' 
. ~~.\o, "ft'39ih'NCR Housing. and Q.u8rtera', FProtection . For Statue':.ot Natsue:Haruji~"l'i'th
F:;.:':. O. :e,;~jCamp Area, AnDy Mess ,Hall, Gropae Housing,:, li'u:rniture, .ordnance Camp RoadS,,'.' 
~'.'>.. Additional Camp ll'acllitiesfor ..31st Speoia1llatt., Supervision of Construction 111, 
lJ'~:! Civil~an Camp Susupe, I..S.T. ,Ranrps.';,. ' .N. ;", ','Y,,' ......>,.. ' ~,":, .., .,:1"':- :" ., •..• 

.....;\~.. , '. Dtfficulties . enoountared .on. all' Oons~ruetion Project.s :·':.tropieal.·. horizontal .,. 
'11<",. atomo, .suddan storms, heavy rain.fall" impassable heavy clay, tropical wind storms, .
1:::' lack o! materials, 60uipment and parts. . ~, 
~: . 
'i,:" 8. 'D~te of'third assigruzie~t: Left SRlpan, Marianas Islands 'on 19 June 194.iII. AIt,I 	 rived at Gushikawa, Okinawa Shi!la, Ryukyus Islandn on 26 Jut')8. 1945. (A 17th~{'tt.."Il

ion Engineer Detaohment·, 12 men and one officer, left Salpan 19 Ma~ 194!'\ lind tU'l'i 
ved on Okinawa 23 ~y 1945.) 

Major construction Jobsl 

Qhimu Airfield FRCilit1@§ 2B dll\YIl 


:Boad 	 Construction continClUB VitAl nf\\ll 1'1)1\1\0 for f\t!JI:\\\-> 

15 miles of eornl road, 8 mileR to pl'onont nHion ~nd ot'l,~l' W~X' m.,'\tpI' 
n-f>" •.ri-t-t ~\., ........ _ '7 ,- 

~:·;1t,~~)~)~~:tl':'~':
and ~rutilt tiea ::'.f0'1' .;. i:'!~"i:. \.~~!,~i·' . 

,~t::~:~~:~"R·~:·ht·:J::!gi}!:::!:r;Z:E.~~: ~.=-."~:'~.' 
e ops . :'. ;1' .;':" ,,', bon dioxide for ehi]:ls •. re .'11 

.~;.,~.:Jt.', ..,;;,>" "pair. and fire-fighting fr. .... ':~ "',:: 
.. ,. ,,'-'::,,:';' .:'; . 'qu1pment. :Base amd. Fleet '. );,r:' 

!~;i~~u::n!:rf:~e:e~~;:n;o'~C:t-~ 
sOt\l in '.i!okyo 1Ia;v... . 

WesternPac1f1c oaB~lt1e~,:., 

http:Statue':.ot


:'. 
:.; 

.. ~'" .. 
",-o<*~, ''''''~' 

~ -, r'--''''''*~1.~} 
.. 

Uatarials Depgt! 10t~ .ftrif1ide; . continuous 	
',1 

.:,Hr.rdst~nds , actual work of s ort  to present 
inB, storin.r; and ce.re of .:J.l m[~teri
ala belonging to the lOth CD Brigade. 

Na.ve.l JilTIm~mition Depot and Camp 10 days 
Tent city and .facilities for 600

man Cillilp. 60 ammunition huts. . ",';. , . 
Difficulties encountered: heaVy· rainfall. typhoon season, 1 e. c k of s:1kf~ced 

roads or clrcinage for existing trails, lack of in:lterials of all kinds, 

9. !.ist participation in anerr.y actiol', giving places, dates, number of, c~s~e.lties 
€ond type of action. (Bombing, shelling, ground fighting, opposed landings, :etc,): 

PASUALTIES 

None··'· ..Saipan .3 Nov. '44 Bombing 

&l.ipan 7 rlov. '44 Bombing None' ,'. 


&lipan 1.3 Nov. '44 BombinE, I~one .,- , 

Suipan 26 Nov. '44 Bombing ;;,
None / 

$!l.ipo.n 27 Nov. '44 (Bombing None· . 
 \ 

(Bombing 	 IrCme .. 
&lipan 7 Dec. '114 BombinG None 

Saipan 25 Dec. '44 Bombing None 

&lipan 26 Dec. '44 (Bombing None 
 . .;. ..{Bombing 	 None ~ i 
Saipc:m 2 Jem. 145 Bornbint 	 None ~ " "•
&lipan :3 Jan. '45 Bombing none 
Saipan 10 Feb, '45. Sniper tire; Jap GUetillc.s in hills ,I.,.q

fired on 17th C. B. GUard' 
: 1:·:119 Feb, '45 	 lJ.ol'tar shelling; five mortars fired 

by Jap GUerillas into 17th C. B. .. .J. 

camp from adjacent hills. t~one 
(Total air-raid alerts on ~aipan -;3) 

7 July '45 Jape infUtrated 17th C. B. Camp; 
1 Sap killed, 1 wounded 1·)0119 


OkinavltL a July '45 1 Jap killed None 

OIdno.l'lll. 9 Jul;: '45 Japs infiltrated 17th C. B. Camp; 


soveral r.,pparently wounded None 

Okinawa 10 JulJ' '45 Japs itlfiltrated 17th C. B. ClwPJ 


1 killed None 

2B July '4'5 Japs infiltrated 17th C. B. CamP; 


1 killed, 1 \lJOunded lIane, 

Okinawa 5 Aug. 'l15 Bombing None 

Cld:nawa 9 Aug. '45 	 Rnamy detected and fired upon at 


the 1I.A.D. Camp adjacent to the 

17th C. B. 
 tJone 

Ckinawa 21 Aug. '45 	 Enemy detected and fired upon at 

the N.A.D. Camp adjacent to too, 

17th C. B. Camp Uone 


2.3 	 Aug. '45 , 1 Jap killed by 17th C. D. Guard· 

at tho Ishil<awo. BrmBe nfJar 17th' 

C. B. llW,teriel. Another J a p 
was wounded but escaped. ~Jona 

(Air-raid 	alerts on OlcinmT,:L irinUJ:ter-' 
able; estimated average 2 daily.) 

10, 	 Lint all 09nC I s of J:)c.tt,.llon givin&-,numes, rm1ks and datos: 
It. C:ol.l..lf.mder· H. 'r. HI"ll, GEC \Jwlm,78 Auf.•.I4?- to 22 sept. '9,2 
I;i.(:ut';r!lmt LQui:; J. Kum, cr:c UblllTt,22 Sopt'(''fo 17,~arch I~ '!:J 
GOfru""jJuIJ!' n"j;(;rL II. SfJddon, CEC usrm, 17 !i::l.roh Ilf:? to .6 sept. '45. 
J.i.uut~:llnnt .1ui"()U i~. 1,iorc1ock, Cl!~C Ud'm, 6 ,sept. 145 to 21 Sept. '45 . 
LLutonf;'·ilt l!o]m"fj ll, ~Jm:ith, CJi:C Uilt:H, 21 SOlit. "f5 to M!l.l?tjz tion. . 

, ..t FA r-.~ / I " 

http:C:ol.l..lf
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"IIMW or Dj 1m "TAl. Q91ftIlNIIOI MUtM'P' I."albn t ......, JitctO. "...tolk. I; 
I 

At AID. n..t.eYtll., Uw _'tal. d' 01'1" "M 
two ..cnlo••• Ib let ].etloa 4el..n- 1\.10, :.lRyt.mll- toJ' J\dea 
!.lAnd NOQ ..~rkA'10.. nw.tiDAttoa A~en'''. I 

! 

I 

lJ 00\00.,. 19-44j 

aa O.'oNr li4..J Thil ana JeoUoa b.... "nb4rtaUOft oa tor'hi. donN 
A\ublan04l. 10' _ft _"hl'k_ CIA \hll 4&,.. i.., .. 
of enbR.M~·AUon of' ,he o'Jier :3 w. .... " 1a Ilot afttlable • 

.~ :;6O\';~r' 17t.b CIt arA 3Qdi4IM'oft fi3N. t1ll "!fen Jot.... 
At ~l\89b11~cu. It.nd d•• l.,;ull.'.d. ,_ lAth ell. .;,ad, .,.,«!\loa 
l?th ~ 'n>. t.hn!"f'ht tn.o.ott ... ;tl4. 

;.Iot"o'..n\ l';A.W. #:rnVfM1 A.rt~8n't.l\ Anti Jotn~ the 18' 
.i8cnioll 17th~3 too llNe-fa .;t cl).~b" tm,'allaa. 

I 

I 

IF 'c.';.: 'li~.' ~iHl7~ 1Un'>,7',r/ j (. :1'. d!i UTl-i:m tr:.f~.::.ii t,t,:m ,,~!lnbl. in the 
i~. !'. :>f.... :-.h\i(,me )4itct!:,c ot" tin ,qJ.t'q\.. !)~ ·t>.VT.l. ~roona.l. 

http:tr:.f~.::.ii


SEABEE UNITS ASSIGNED TO SAIPAN 

WORLD WAR II 

18th NCB -- Went ashore with the Marines during the assault (June 15 

July 9, 1944). 


121st NCB -- Went ashore with the Marines during assault. 

Repaired Aslito Airfield. Also repaired roads. In late July 
moved to Tinian. 

92nd NCB Small echelons landed with Marines during assault. 

67th NCB Small echelons landed with Marines during assault. 

17th NCB Arrived in October 1944 to build the Naval Operating Base, 
Saipan. Built naval supply depot and400-bed naval hospital. 
Helped build two Army hospitals. 

39th NCB -- Arrived in October 1944 tobuild naval base. Constructed 
seaplane base at Tanapagi also built tank farm. Helped build a 
2,OOO-bed Army hospital. 

10lst NCB -- Arrived in October 1944 to build naval base. Built 

ammunition pier and causeway at Ga+apan. Also constructed 3000
bed convalescent hospital. Operated a coral pit for the con

(
struction of Marpi Airfield. Built SOO-acre ammunition storage 
area. 

117th NCB -- Arrived in October 1944 to build the naval base. Con

structed housing for naval personnel. Also developed Tanapag 

Harbor. 

301st NCB -- A detachment from this battalion helped to dredge 
Tanapag Harbor. 

31st Special Battalion -- Arrived in October 1944 to unload supplies 
for construction of naval base. 



SEABEES ASSIGNED TO SAIPAN 2. 

51st NCB -- Arrived at Saipan in December 1944. Constructed Marpi 
Airfield. Helped build Ragman Airfield. 

CBMU 595 -- Arrived in Saipan during the fall of 1944. Helped the 
39th NCB build the seaplane base at Tanapag. 

CBMU 614 -- Assigned to Saipan during the fall of 1944. Assisted 
in the construction of Marpi Airfield. 

CBMU 616 -- Arrived at Saipan in April 1945. Assigned to duties 

at NAB Marpi Point. 

CBMU 505 -- Activities on Saipan unknown. Disestablished there in 
November 1945. 

CBMU 510 -- Activities on Saipan unknown. Disestablished there in 
December 1945. 

CBMU 545 -- Activities on Saipan unknown. Disestablished there in 
October 1945. 

CBD 1093 -- Activities on Saipan unknown. Disestablished there in 
January 1946. 

NOTE: Most of the information on this list came from Building the 
Navy's Bases in World War II, volume II, pp. 337-43. 
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