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Acorn 1 at Csctus doing Koll Point Airfield Construction, housing and repair facil.
14th CB is at Guadalcanal (Acorn 1). {(ComNavBases SoPac area to ComSoPac Sec. 1tT
dtd 5-11-43)

1 May'44 report of 14th CB -~ operating at Koli Point, Gusdalcanal,

14th CB detached from Acorn 1 and reports to ComlavBasesSols., (ComNavBasesSols ltr
EF13-15 AZ, Ser 412 of 13 May'43)

14th OB arrived in U.S. for rehabilitation about 11 Dec'43, (WRK)
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The 14th CB scheduled to depart for overseas 21 Oct'44.(Com 12 Sec. disp, 072354
NCR 8144 to CNO dtd 8 Oct'44),
14tn CB with 22 off. and 1073 men denarted Parke for overseas 21 Uct '44,(Parks

cout, diny fn Bopers conf, 221832 UCR 1123 dtd %i Qet'44
The l4t: UB assified to the 35th Reg, under HAN (Conqer orpacflt Se¢. ltr 55-CkW/
apk over Ser, ON10MN8 o CHO dtd 4 Hov'44),

14th CB

The 14th CB 18 loepted 8t Pearl Hbr {(Com 14 Sec, digw to CHO 0£2243 HCER 15886
atd 11 dov'44).

1 ovi44 report of idxkx@Rxx 35th Eeg. -~ 14th CB arrived aboard on 30 Octi44,

1 Dec'44 report of the 14th CB - Location not stated. Report endorsed by the 35th
Regiment, 8th Brigade, and H.A.B.

1 Dec'44 report of the 35th Reg. - The l4th CB, consisting of 33 off. and 1071 men
departed U.S. on 25 Oct'44, arriving P.E. on 29 Oct'44 where the batt debarked and

was temporarily quartered at Iroquois Point until 2 Nov'44. On that date 21 ofZ.
and 669 men were moved to the quarters formerly occupied by the 130th CB at the
MCAS Bwa, and 12 off. and 402 men were quartered in the 116th CB area at the NAS
Barbers Pt. Has assumed portions of work at Ewa MCAS and Barbers Pt. NAS. Batt
has completed the Haleiws Alr Field,

The 14th CB which is located at Pearl H., is to leave for Saipan.(Comservpac Sec.
disp to CHNO 212311 dtd 22 Jan'45).

1 Jan'45 report of the l4th CB - no info on location. Report endorsed by the
35th Regiment.

The 14th CB is locstad at Pearl Hbr,(Conm 14 Sec. disp to CNO 081018 Feb'45),

1 Pebd'45 report of the 14th CB - location not given. Report endorsedby the 35th
B’siﬂmtt

1 Feb'45 report of the 8th Brg. - the 14th CB was secured from const work 27 Jan.
The l4th CB is staging at Saipen. (1 Apr'45 report of the 35th Reg.)

1 Mar'45 report of the 14th (B ~ During Feb'45 Detach. A" of the 1l4th OB consistag

of 2 offers & @ men & Det. "B consisting of € offers & 77 men departed for Saipan,
Report end. by 35th Reg.
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lLocation - _ﬁm QOkinnwe 14th C.B.

b- 8-45 - The l4th CB is located at Saipan staging for Okinawa. (Dirpacdocks 5.F. Sew Rep
of 15 Apr'45)

D-14-45 - 1 May'45 report of the 35th Reg. ~ The adv echelon of the Reg. arrived at Seipan
on 17 Mar'45., The 7th, l4th, and 21st CBs arrived =t the steging point shortly
thereafter, The adv echelon of the Reg. and the batts are moving forward to tar-
get in echelons.

5=17=-45 = 1 Mar!45 report of 36th Reg - 24 offors & 1028 men of the 1l4th CB along with 35th
Reg, & 7th & 328% (Bs embarked during Feb'45 for staging at a forward ares.

3-13-45 ~ Dirmacdocks SF sec report of 15 May shows the 14th CB at Okinawa.

7-11-45 - 1 May'45 report of the l14th CB - located at Okinawa & Saipan. On 19 Apr'45 the lst
Echelon of the 14th CB consisting of 21 officers and 719 men including 4 men from
the 35 th Reg on TD with this Batt departed Staging Area, Saipan and arrived at
Okinawa on 29 Apr'48, 8 officers and 289 men remained at Saipan supervising loading
of cargo for delivery at Okinawa. Report routed via 3I5th Reg & 8th Brig.

7-lé-45 - 1 Jun'45 report of the 14th CB - 14tk CB, 2nd echelon (8 off. end 0l men) broke
tenp camp at Saipan on 9 May!45, boarding ship. Subsecuently on 233 M=y, 4 off.
and 105 men disembarked from ship at Saipan for the purpose of remsining with the
bal of carrgo. The remaining personnel of the original group aboard ship, con-
sisting of 4 off. and 196 men stayed aboard ship end denarted Saipan on 23 May,
arriving at Okinawa on 27 May'45. Personnel remsining at Sczipan subsequently

T boarded ship on 28 May'45 for transp to Okinewae. Renort via 35th Reg and 8th Brg.

CITTEY T the 14th OB is assigned to the 10th Brg and 44th Ree effective 10 July. (CCT
APO 131 sec revort on assiznment of CB units ser 897 dtd 10 July)

woeation - Jkinaws 14th CB

Y=ghmh - 1 Jept!4D report of 14th CB. Located at Okinawa. Report via 44th Reg & 1Oth
Brig.

10-17-45 - 1 Oct'45 report of 1l4th CB - loceted at Okinawa. Report via 44th Reg. & 10th Brig.
12-6-45 - 1 Nov'45 report of 14th CB - located st Okinawa. Report via 44th Reg. & 1lOth Brig.
$6T men transferred to U.S. for discharge.
1 Dec'45 report of 1l4th CB - located &t Okinawa. 2095 men transferred to U.S. for
discharge. 601 men rec'd during Nov. These men caeme from the 7lst & 130th CBs.
1-28-46 - 1 Jan'46 report of 14th CB - located at Okinewa. Report vie 48th Reg. JAepomd—xia
A h—Rap
2-18-46 - 1 Feb 46 report of 14th CB - located at Okinawa, Report via 48th Reg.
3-14-46 = 1 Mar 46 report of 14th CB = located at Okinawa. Repart via 48th Reg.
4-19.46 -~ 1 Apr 46 report of l4th CB - located at Okinawa. Report via 48th Regiment,
Battalion is in process of inactivation., No further reports to be submitted,
4-23-46 -~ BRoster of officers submitted by l4th CB dtd 12 April 1946 states that unit
. is inactivated., No officerse on board,
4-14-46 - 14th CB insctivated on 12 April 1948. (Comdt., NOB Okin spdltr ser 1651-46
to Comservpad dtd 4 May 1948),

1-28-46
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1 Apr 48

14th Construction Battalion (Waterfront) (INACRIVATED)
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We wish to express cur everlasting
tharks to R. N. Woldy, cur Seabee Buddy
for this History of the lith Batlalien,
end his generosity in letting us dszo this
fine scecunt; to help further the efforts
of the Seabee Battaliun Association,
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HISTORICAL DATA - 14th CONSTRUCTION BATTALIORN

. The Fourteenth United States Naval Construction A
Battalion was commisioned 14th July,1942, in ceremonies o
corducted on the green clad field of Camp Allen, near
Norfolk, Virginia. The commissioning representative of
the United States Navy was Captain J. G. Ware, Command-
Officer of Naval Training Center, Caump Allen.

A Battalion of Seabees was then composed of five

companies called Headquarters Company, and 4, B,C, and
D Companies. The first mentioned was also subdivided
inmto A and B and C and D Headquarters Companies. These
men were cooks, storekeepers, mailmen, corpsmen and
clerical workers, Design Engineere and survey, necess-
ary to operate a Battalion. The other companier each
composed of six platoons were organized into certain
- skills, sich as Platoon 1l,Equipment, Utility Operator,

Maintence; Platoon 2 & 3, Carpentry and Building, Platoon
LyEarthmoving and Road construction; Platoon 5, as Dock
Bullder and Waterfront Installation; and Platoon 6, Steel
Work and Tank Erection. The Complement of the construct~
ion companies was 22/ enlisted men,4 Officers of Head-

quarters Company, 170 men and 10 Officers including
Staff Officers.

its part in the six month old war began. Trucks and buases %i

On July 15th, the first move of the Battalion towards

loaded with lith persommel and their gear were transported <
to the Advanced Base Training Center, called Camp Bradford, *

22

approximately sixteen miles from Camp Allen. This camp, in
a heavily wooded sector,was then under. construction and i
had as its offering to the Battalion a partially completed i
area for its use, while there. This area was occupied and
improved during our short stay.

The technical schools concerned with the problems of ‘
water distillation, hut erection, power, jungle living,

and other needed orientation in special skills were the

main activities of the Battalion persomnnel. However

some construction work,such as the Tent City Project and

the Board Walk detail will linger in the memory of those
who were there. The Tent City project was accamplished

Z

N

Over night and provided living quarters and facilities
for 1200 men.

During the period of training at this b:its?, the
enlisted pzisonngiﬁwere interviewed and clags%fledrgs
to the occupation best suited to their abilities and |
the first. semblance of organization began. It was éere
that we first enjoyed liberty too, freedom from J:‘“d,ﬁ‘é; ]
and regulation in Norfelk, then a densley crowded.zali*
eity. In addition to these activities, additionmal nggg
ations were in order and then came the first leave. *ive
worderful days of freedom to show the folks back ho:g
how you looked in your G.I. garb, for those of us wio
were fortunate enough to be able to makeAthe jonurney
home and return in that length of time. During thlsd .
leave period, approximately two hundred men rfmainev 2&
Camp Bradford. In the absence of the Officer ir Charge,
Lt.Comdr. Thomas F.Reilly Jr., Lt Clyde V.Bryans :asynﬁ
placed in charge of the Battalion. The persoxgnel of this
unit were gathered together mainly frem the Southerm y
States of Oklshoma, Texas, Alabamg; Arkansas ."md mixed
with them were small delegations from New Yom o Cal-
{ fornia. The total complement at the expi.eat;on of the
leave was 1040 Enlisted Personpel and 25 Officers.

August 6,1942, the first inkling of phings yo c?mr
were given to the men by their company Off%cerf: e ?;ix
to depart. for the Advanced Base Depnt, Davis': L.\e,hhi;t :
Island in the next forty-eight hours, Ovr Quarterﬁ at.
that poant would be quonset buts, issues of hrmy Field
gear, including arms. would be made at that base: The*
weather linited the activities considerably during this
period of preparing to move, but on the late afterpoon
of Saturday 8th; August, 1942, busses, open t.ruckg and
cars transported us in a drizzling rain to the duck at
Little Creek, Virginia,K where we boa?ded tye mode™n
Ferry, Frincess ann, and began our f;rst bit of sea
duty, Captain Ware was on hand to,'with a send-@f£.ll
greeting, and the alr was filled with quiet and stil
ness as Chaplain McCann bestowed his blessings on us.
The voyage to Cape Charles, Maryiand'was a rgugh one
and many of us experienced some difficulty. The ship
was quite large and was subjected to an abnormal amount
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?f investigation by those of us who were Just begine-
1ng to realize we'd be seeing more of this kind of a
home soon. There was some singing in the lounge during :
the crossing, and in general the morale was excellant,
Th? Journey required two hours, and we docked at the
Railway Station Pier in darkness. Awaiting our arrival

were three special Pullman trains, which after we bo
> a B
~ed iato the black night, to our u;known_future, r§L

. The trip northward was a fast one. Shortly after~ -
breaxfast in the dining car, we arrivad’in4Nez Haven, -
Connecticut. Then oh to Davisville siding. We entered
the Quenset Point Naval Station Yards around noon. We
Wwere mey by open trucks and transportéd to a heavily
wooded, partially developed area, containing quonset
huts, The huts provided a haven for our gear from the
drizzling rain; which had followed us from Virginia,
Choy, €ood chow; of chicken, ice cream and trimmjng;' ’
awaitec us at the Station Force Galley, a former'barn
which lad been converted into a galley. Then back to
our area and some acclimation and renovation for the
night. For the first several days it was necessary to
be trarnsported to the Station Force Galley for our meals,
During this time we had taken hold of this living area
and began completing its developement . Stone bordered
walks, transplanted shrubbery and thin timber rails ;
around different huts appeared as if by magic. Classical
names such as Bell Aires appeared in small white rock on
the front yards, and spirit of "Can Do" was not lackine. X
The galley was epen for business on Tuesday August lltﬁ‘ fe
Additional crews were occupied clearing debris wideninﬂ &4
roads; constructing more huts in general,getti;g down tgv’@f
business, One compensation for the work being done was i
the liberty in the nearby capital, Providence, The Neo
England people were most cordial, graciona and friendl

to this newest branch of the Nav » Several technical d
skills, such as diving, pontoon assembly and riggin

Yere given furt@er instruction by men at the base,'%he
d;fantry gear, including 1903 Springfield rifles were

stributed and the construction work was progressin

mest satisfactory, until 1400 of 20th of August ; wheﬁ
liberty for that evening was abruptly cancelledj

The daily newspaper, which we had been paying moderate
attention to, were filled with the news about the iznz:
ing of our Marines on a distant Pacific Isle in the
Jelomons, known as Guadalcanal. The next two days were
zpent in preparing packs, packing newly acquired gsar
and records for the next jump toward we knew not whers.
it noon, Saturday 22nd, August, we began moving ocut ign
trucks and busses to the siding ip Davisville Base. Thi:z
completed, our first test of skill leaving behind a
newly asphalted road 1i miles long and 25' wide, 56
additional completely erected wired huts; a galley and
a bake shop; a Flag pole and a much improved camp areas
for those next to come. All in a span of 14 short days.

The trip across the country began. almost immed-
iately after boarding the three special treins. Each
one was dispatched on a different route from Chicago
westward. Many of the men never glimpsed as much of
their great country as they had the opportunity to do :n
those five days and nights. From the industrial New
England States, through the teeming metrcpolis of New
Yeork, across the densley settled middle Eastern States
to Chicago, then westward over desolate areas of stone
and sand to the coast of California. Pittsburg, Crescent-
ville, Fort Wayne, Council Bluff, Denver, Ogden and Sac-
ramento all stops along the route. The meals were excel
lently prepared, sleeping was comfortable in air-cond~-
itioned Pullmans and at intervals along the way, brief
spells of exerclse were given all hands. Tradgedy marred
the full enjoyments of the journey when C. McClintock
was Kllled enroute, and a bit of humor was added when
Claude Cash jumped the train near his homne to get married
The arrival of all trains at Oakland Pier did not coin-
cide and it was late in the afternoon of August 28th,
before all men were at our new base, Treasure Island,

This was our first station which offered coumplete
living quarters, excellant chow, 1300 liberty and little
to do in return, The Battalion was housed in the fomer
Transporation Buillding of the San Franciso World's Fair
of the previous year, Adjoining this mammoth barracks
was an equally gigantic mess hall, which was rumored to
be able to feed 5,000 men each hour and fed them well,
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.were accompanied by Comdr. James V. Carney, United
‘'which lay shead for all of us. A selected group of

wWe <an agsure you.

Not long after we began this pleasant stay,
other personnel began arriving and getting settled in
this Barracks "J", We soon discovered the Havy was ‘
assembling a unit which it called an Acorn, and that we

were to be a part of it. On Sunday, September 1, we were i,

dressed in undressed blues and marched in review in the
inside of the barracks. The Officers of our Battalion.

~States Navy, who addressed us briefly about the task

.painters were sent to Moffett Field, near Menlo Park,
.California to camcuflage tents to be used as housing
at our destination and another draft of riggers were
flown by plane to Port Hueneme, California for assis-
tance in loading our company. equipment.

The days soon passed with generous liberty and
busy gathering up and packing the new gear issued
each day. The general instructions for departure were
issued September 3rd, and in the early morning hours
Sunday September 6th, we lashed our hammocks around ‘
our seabags, loaded them on trailer trucks at the front .
of the barracks, hurriedly ate chow and wiggled into
those all too heavy packs. The first formations of the
Battalion moved down the roadway towards the ferry at
0700, We were on our way again. This time the ferry
chugged us out under the Oakland Bay Bridge to a crib
near a loading ship in the Oakland Army Supply Depot

where we arrived at 0830. We boarded ship in time for a ‘ij

chicken dinner in the warm lower aft hold which was
utilized for a galley. The ship was a large Dutch mer-
chantman,between 10 & 12,000 tons, called Motor Ship
Sommelsdyk, built in 1939 at Odense,Denmark. The length
of it is some 350' and it was originally planned as a
canmbination passenger and freight ship. The speed is 17
knots, a formiable asset. It is owned by the Holland
American Lines, The balance of our first day aboard
was spent getting settled below in the crowded rows of
canvas bunks in tiers of six and was extending from end
to end of each hold. This and ducking the continued

cargo floating overhead from the docks to the hold below . -

= 6

cccupied a good deal of our time the rest of our first
dey aboard, and we retired early, very sleepy. Monday
morning, the finishing touches were put to the cafge
]oading, hatches were closed and cables secured all »
jtems. At 1000, Monday 7th, September, two small tugs
~hugged in close, threw us tow lines and shortly after-
ward, we moved out in the bay under the Golden Gate
Bridge and our first voyage in the Pacific began. Our
escort was the Subchaser 570, and a Navy Blimp from
Moffett Field. At sundown the blimp retuyned agd only
the bobbling weary speedy Subchaser rema;nedfwlth us.
Our first leg of the trip was hardly more than an
initiation for the rugged bound terrain of the cogst»
1ine was visible all the way to Port Hueneme, California,
where we docked at 1200, September 8th. Stevedors on
the dock were busy getting ready for us. Qur securing
1ines were thrown to the pier and soon more cCarge, oil,
tractor cranes; a fire truck, crane booms, and galley
gear were coming aboard to occuy every bit of space on
hatches, passageways and on top of the cargo already
stowed topside.

It is appropriate at the time to enlarge a bit on
1ife aboard this vessel. The heads wvere small buildings
built topside near the outer section of the deck., Only
salt water was available for bathing, washing or laun-
dry purposes, which made it difficult to keep ones self
~lean, The crowded condition of the ship made it necess-
ary to eat by companies in all fairness to everyone.

The abandon ship drill, musters, fire drills and nunber-
less tasks to be accomplished enroute, did little to
lose the apparent crowdness.

On the morning of Wednesday 9th of September; we
again hoisted anchor and churned slowly out thru tpe
submarine nets to sea, this time, however, accompained
by the Motor Ship Manoeran, sister ship of the M.S.
Scmmelsdyk. This vessel was also owned by the Hollagd
imerican Lines, but was classed as a 14,000 ton freight-
er and was loaded to capacity with our gear. A small comp-
lement of riggers and winch operators with Carp. A-H.
Anderson were aboard her. There was also one other cargo
vessel besides our single escort in the group of ships
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putting to sea that morning. Our journey to the South
Pacific had now began in earnest, '

The establishing of guard posts and organizing
work parties while aboard ship were now in full progress,
There seemed to be an endless amount of work to be done
each day. Mess duty, sentrys here and there, gun watches:
and many other miscellaneous duties had to be attended -
to. The sea was c¢alm much of the time and the sailing

- was good. After the first day out, our escort left us

as did the other cargo ships and the two Dutch vessels
continmued southward alone. : :

On the morning of Thursday, September 10th, and
at irregular intervals thereafter, our companion ship,
the Manoeran experienced engine trouble., Our ship con-
tinued moving but instead of a forward direction, we
traveled in a wide circle around the ailing Manoeran.
Usually this trouble was repaired in several hours and '
only once did we spend one~half doing this lost motion.

The men unaccustomed to the salt water did little
about keeping clean the first few days, but the person-
nel inspections were decreed by Captaln Carney and those
over instrumental in keeping all hands busy keeping
themselves and their clothing clean., No other ships were '
encountered for many days, only the flying fish and alba=
tross seemed to be interested in looking us over. News
dispatches received by the Ship's Radioman, September
13th, revealed that Seabees are now at work in the Sol-
omons., The daily routine varied little,on Sundays there
was always church for every denomination and a chicken
dinner. Reading, playing checkers, dominces and cards
occupied some of the men's leisure time and in the eve-
ninzs, a few men with musical talents would be the center -
of attention as we moved swiftly southbound thru the
ever changing blue waters of the Pacific. Some of the
sunsets and high moonlight nights were ranarkable sighta.

o

Then amidst our peaceful Jjourney, a due warning
appeared on the Flan of the Day for Welfare of Polywogs.
Upen investigation, it was disecloesed that we were appro-
aching the equator and ihat those who had not previously

N, Page 2

crossed this earthly guidepost, were polywogs; and .
remain such until properly indoctrinated as members irn

+he Rousl Order of Shellbacks. This process was beguf*a
1600, Friday, September 18th, when all p?lywogs 7fr? oL
rected to report to their mustering atations tfauwaf?:,ok
King Neptune and his questicnably ?eautiful golden nﬁ::;;w
Lueen's appearance. They stepped into view s?ort;y afte
ward and were most arrougant in manner, painting their |
subjects foreheads with their opinion qf them and genz;m |
ally creating disfavor. The Irish ire in sevgral of i
subjects finally zoamwed beyond control ard the painttfs‘
their subjects descended on their majesties most distor-
idly.  This ended the first visit of the K%ng and+his N
Queen. The following day was the day of atonement. Barl
in the morning the torture began with even the Officers
subjected to unkind treatment. The general procedure »
seemed to favor getting as dirty, as wet, as sore in Vf:i
points as could possibly be, make you look 3as u?couth and
bedraggled as a dead end kid, This was accomplished t~
everyoneg injury. A canvas tank was erected on ?he for-
ward deck to further discamfort the polywogs about te re
ceive the Royal Seal of Approval as Shellback. After

this ordeal a delicious meal of celebration was‘prepared
and served in the then termed, sunken gardep mess hall.
The menu was turkey, cranberry sauce, dressing, peas,
fresh hot roclls and butter with apricot pie for dessert.
Then a musical program on the poop deck and the end Of,&
great day in any sea-faring man's life. The equater was
officially crossed at 0ll5; September 19th, 1942.

-

Sailing onward, over southward, we continued on our
way until the end of September. Twice lgnd was sighted
during this period of time, and we were informed ?y the
ship's crew that those spots on the horizon were islands
of the Samosn and Fiji group., They seemed very faint and
we socn lost them. The weather was turning cooler as we
left the equator and jackets and sweaters and even pea-
coats began appearing in the morning and late eveningﬂ §
topside., Navy planes soared over head on Wednesday. <1ir
September, in passing one of the previously described
bits of land. The day previous to this, we had been 1n
formed that we are to build an airfield, This o be acce
plished thru the use of marsden matting, a newly develocpe
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eteel landing plank., Our destination is as yet unre-~
vealed. The International Date Line was crossed at
approximately 0500, 24th September, 1942, The rumors
of the presence of land somewhere near ahead was stren-
gthened by the issuing of one-half pail of fresh water
to all hands and the checking of all liberty cards by
the Personnel Office. The former was by far, the most
welcane, for we had our fill of salt water baths and
laundry. The fresh water was generally used first for
a good head wash; then a bath and finally for washing

clothes thourouly utilizing every bit of each man's
allotment,

Early on the morning of September 30th, a blue
rough looking hulk began rising up ahead. Men gathered
everywhere on the forward part of the ship, straining
their eyes into the cool breeze, as we moved toward this
mountainous bit of green covered land. As we approached
we could discern more about the island, and at 0925, we
dropped anchor near a small lighthouse on a tiny island
nested neatly and inviting in the bay. There were many
ships around us of all kinds and description. Afternoon =
chow, 8 chor was lifted and with the pilot, who had come .
aboard since our arrival, guiding us, steamad forward -
thru the narrow bay, thru the nets, and into the inner
harber whers we again were surprized to see zhips we had
heard and read so much about. The Hornet was amorg the
many Navy ships riding at anchor there. After settling
down in the harbor and dropping anchor again. This time
the salit water supply was cut <ff and two small boats
were launched, The Commanding Officer, Comdr. J. V.
Carney was Ltaken to the Fleset Commander Flagship to re-
pert our presence and to get more informaticn about a
majilgram, detaching the 1l4th CB's from Aecorn Red One.

This order wae cancelled. The byildings ashore lecked
smali in the distance, but they seeamed to be numerous.
After chaw that evening, lipghts of autascbiles could be
dizecerned woving up and ‘own the billsides ng the trover-
sed the reader. The main deck wos 3lled with staring
Seabicez, labe into Lhe evening, 1od at Tast to sce land
again rud with rvhe hope that Lhey might scon trod the

sod trat wus wvisible,

The trrst liberty parly was chesen during the morning

S e,

:\” 10

- ¢ Thursday, October 1lst, and left tyc shigﬁit 12.3
day. The liberty pericd was frop 1300 to 1!?;:,;?:5
~eburn that evening, the general ccncegsus C "":f’”
t hat there was iittle to bW ashor?c Thers werfﬁ-.
eut ifney had little to offer. kmerican Eraapz =
s ne island for sometime and an Army Canaﬁmn se?:
have a gooud supply of a_few essenilals. 1hereﬂni
novies, but numerous side walk cafe?, wﬁere ﬁh ;ﬁ* "
~urchase cockies, cake or soft drinke. 1he,??fr‘“:¥ ii;»
+f our money was 2%¢ per frank and was readi.y §Xuaa§& o
mhe French people were not overly‘frlend%y and seane o
anxious to pursue their own way w1§hout 1nterfere:£f:k;1,
rity itself is primitive but contains m?ny.??mff :BMV
nave been there for sometime. The most.ueauvlf4¢ ?w?%
scenic structures are the churchesg~whlch averlcck ife“a
harbors and bay, and are constructed of stene, ar?f arie
spacious bulldings and seemingly well take? c;iepf,:,””
There are two classes of pecple, the F?en0u"an¢ vﬂ»?i;u;
ihe latter class is the pocrer and native ciass Ff u::(
island. The mcst surprising report to coine ba oK ni?cftjn
fact the ship's refuse, now beirg dunped ???O?e’f:f;*;?;
abject of intense interest and ?aused ne ;;-t{e‘ Lfgi;;%
ameng the natives near the dumpang‘§rea: Ehe main f p; -
t ant factors of the city, are the Miechol Smelter,supply
ing needed nickel ore to the Un.ted States anét?thd "
laval lespital ashore, which cares {for those wounded o
the engagements cf this area.

The command of the American Ferces was‘belng d}fe:
cted by idmirals ilinitz and Halsey’f?omﬂthexr1heagq$fiéz
ers at this base, The extremnely crl@l?a% supply of ‘%éuk
in the area and the many needed faczl%txesg Gccas1qnet
them to call in the fcorn Unit, of Wb1Ch,WEp§?e a paif;
for help. A Sudstantial nurber of men and ?Lx}ceﬁi were
sent ashcore to work two days after our arrlval.wz‘?y-,
wer. wusily ccocupiel dr erecting.au&aset hUtSfbfiif]d”
roads, handling supplies coming :nt? N?ugma, Dul.m;?iﬁ;
lur;e storehouse, constructing 2 bullding fo{ Lhe ”Ett
Dost Uffice anl trausfeorring sefoeeled rwggm”?r?m the N
sanoeran Lo davy type carge Lranspnrts,b%b NQV1LLE1 ifﬁc
Heywood and the LL0 Foaalhant, kany of the ﬁhwr? u(t\{iﬂ
1ived near their jobs and enjoyed a change of dletﬁgiam
some sweets we had not enjoyed apoard ship. The cargs
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transfer workers remained aboard ship and men were busy
leaving the ship, esting, sleeping, coming back to the
ship at all hcurs of the day and night. Some clothing
was purchased acoard the U35 Whitney and our mail wag
taxen to the USS Argonne each day. No incoming mail wasg -
received while the entire battalion was aboard the
Somrelsdyk, As soon as the men were dispatched o dutieg
ashore and in the transferring of cargo;in preparation
of the next move, the task at hand was the selection and
organization of those advance detachments designed as A,
B, and Co The first A; tc contain approximately & off--
icers and men, including the commard, who were to go
aboard the destroyer,USS McKean, the B detachment to
contain 200 men ana 8 officers to go aboard the USS N
ille, the third detachment C, to contain a like amount ,
- and go aboard the USS Fomalhaut. The B detachment wag-
first to leave the M.S.Scmmelsdyk. They left the Somme}
sdyk for the USS Neville at 1600, October lith. The nexh
detachment; C,departed the fovllewing day for the USS
Formmalhaut, which was alsc carrying a bulk of the cargo
for the advanced group. The carg: handling being done
with penteim barges, was then nearing completion,

Back aboszyv ship after the first two detachments hadi
left, living conditions were legs crowded, chew lines
were sherter and the general working conditicrs vere %
thanged to glve the men four hows of werk, and tbon -
twelve hours off, Numerous wldsters snd si&kiy persor.
nel were transfered t» the USS Sclace; en Amerivan Hogse i
pital Ship for bresiment, They will likely continue on
homeward wher they have recouperated sufficiently, The
last Advanced Delschient headed by Coumdr, Carney and
Lte Candr, T.F. Reilly, ieft the ship October 20th. The
venalrdng personnel were sent back ashore to do CONe
struction again orn Cub 12, on a hospital, at Comp Cal__,
ard ar an Crdvance Caup in jouneas 4 elip unloading the
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Sewovere alse assigned Yo nsnist theo Llarnio
Juartermaster Corps. On Ustoher J0th, twerty-cight bags
of mazl fron the US4, Lfinally caught up with us ard
svoryece felt olare b Lo pead ©0a) Do home o The advance
prarties vere Uyl oo the horlor wied sail cronughty te
Pherr chipe e tha

~ent aboard the McKean, October 1%9th, The Destr:ysr wa:
3 i

", l<
N\,

Detachment "A", which was the smaller cf ie

-mall and quarters were proportioned inside;
sow was good. They never left the narber of Lo A

~ar for they were transfered to the U85 Heywos

“caving the harboer. During the pericd of wait!

ileywood for this purpose.

Detachment "B", aboard the USS Neville, departed
October 15th, from Noumea, bound for Tonga Tabu. The
ship was a Naval vessel and had excellent food., Quarter:s
were simdlar to the M.8.Somuelsdyk, canvassed tiered
tunks below deck, There were movies aboard every nignt.
On Qctober 19th, this unit reached Tonga Tabu in time i
cbgerve the Army's landing manuevers in that harver.
Upnn coupletion of these manuevers, cne thousand scidlisrs
of the 164th Infantry, climbed aboard with ten times
that nunber of sand flies with them. The departure from
Terza Tabu cccured on October 21st, and the trip to
Bapirito Santes was not as confortable as the previous
eg of the journey. There were a number cf ships in the
carbor gpen our arrival, on the 29th of Ocgtober, among
thicse carryln our cotber detachmants. The detachment s
slay here,; waz short lived. Twn Pours after dropring
anchor, «rders were received to procszed at onee Lo
Pert Viia, New Hebrides at all available speed. Enemy
Paval wni's were in the smaediate viclilioy aud are peip,
gought by cur Forrces, Impending action was expectsed.
Port Vila was reached at 0630 the following wmorning.

It was a swall, well hidden harbor, and the o1ty l:icked
wolorful on the side of a amall hill near the apcherage,
Small hemes, a churdh or twe, and a few large buildings
seaned to be in good repair and to bave been recently
veinted.  The nstives cavte cat around the chipe, mo
4iing their canoes, which were hewn out of logs, singis
pasgengers and with a parallel flcat attached by two
crogs pieces Lo aid in balacipg the craft. A wmirnture
replica was offered amid gestures and hopefal lcoks,

for the sun of one dollar, Coconuts were alss Yor suleg
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at a mcre medorate of exchange. During the stay in “he
barpar, paint was chipped from the decks and bulkhe;ds
and‘fons;derable alteratizns and renovations were made
@; the officers quartercs abcard the US3 Neville., On
“re 3lat of Oetober, anchar was again lifted and we
preceeded in cwnvoy, rerthward, After two days of fair.
1y rough sailing, the work details abeard ship were
secured and <n November 2nd, 1942, some difficulty was

experienced in helding cur course. One ship was missing
from the convoy the following worning and not until
late in the afternoon of that day did we again meet up
with it; and proceeded on our way. Our destination ag~
cording to one of our officers aboard, was Ndori. a
small island in the Santa Cruz group,‘directly e;st of »
the Sclomen Isiands, This however, was changed enroute,.
and at dawn November Lthy 1942, we carefully approachég
the green palm tree studded beach of lower Guadalcanal,
escorted by twenty-one warships of the f{leet, incladiag
the cruisers San Francisen, Honclulu, Chicago znd Salt
Lake City, The stillness was broken only by the sw*sﬁing
of *ne water; as we slowly mved frrward towards taﬁ
Ciler transports in the Task Foree, The Exﬁﬁut{ve )
Officer, William 0. Baiiey, of the U53 Neville speke a
W of comrendation %o the Iytn, as ih$g'pr%y;rv§ to

reRisras wore that in o
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: s ivered to o Lhe Porsalling e
rejein thelr detachuent when convenrent, The Foreaibaut
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ieparted from Noumea the morning of Octcber 23r<, an:

Jfuer three days of good sailing northwestward, entersi
he harbor of Espitito Santes; in the New Hebrides ls.ai.:
ootrelr

e two stragglers, Hurt and Slade, were returned @
siiipe Chief Miller and a dozen men were trangfered
ietarhment "A". A supply of fresh vegetables and msa
;as obtained before we were suddenly ordered to icave,

vne anchor was lifted and we had proceeded to get under-
w~ay before the small boats had completed provisioning.
511 thru the night, the Formalhaut’s motors kept up a
steady hum and at dawn we entered the harbor of Pert Vila,
in the same islands together with a number of other ships.
Tbis British and French owned and controlled islands was
~ur haven until 31st, October, During these several days,
the ship's decks were chipped of paint, and a new coat
was applied to them as well as to the bulkheads, HNo shore
parties were permitted and our main recreation was the
»ovies and ice rrean each night. Men on gun watrhes and
ahip operation details continued duties even while in
pert L}

-
or

* ot

Underway the 3lst; in company with a number of other
cargo vessels, transports, destroyers and cruisers, It
was announced that our destination would be reached the
morning of November 2rd. The weather turned for the werse
and the visibility became difficult in the night of 2nd
Nevenber. Our escort continued on ahead, but came back at
intervals to check on the convey. An enemy taks force was
in the vicinity, and the waters we were traveling were
dangerous ones. Somehow or other, Captain Flanagan, of
the Formalhaut, became confused in his guidance of the
ship, for on the morning of Noverber 3rd, when we all
expected to land at Guadalcanal, wé awoke and came fLope
side to find our ship circling amid an endless amount of
ocean in every direction., Not one of the score or more
vesgels accompaning us the previous day, were on bhand or
visible, Everyone scurried around for cover, as our <Uum
and 50 caliber guns opened fire. The attacking enemy was
n submarine. The firing ceased after several hundred
vounds had been directed to the wabter, near our ship and
the Captain’s order to ram had been carried out. Several
men in the gun crews were brought down tce the main deck
¢cn the way to sick bay;bleeding about the face, and we
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expected to feel the sudden shock of a torpedo at any had brought along ashore. A row of palm trees .sy - -~
moment, Then the truth was revealed, cur "submarine" ‘ from the beach and undernegth this me&ger.ﬁhex-ﬁfi 2oe--
was a mopgtick fleating so near the ship that in order - of crates, boxes and contazners'were hurriedly pi.e? ©.0
to hit it with our guns, they had been aimed so that the a half-mile up the beach. The first man ashcre waz ___ .
corner of the bullet hit the steel railing arcund the iatived, black, scantly clad and carrying Jap Tii.gs et
gun position causing the particles of metal to fly back - us as we came ashore, The spoke an urderstardabie Lrg..s
at the gun crew. Eleven men received minor injuries and .- due to the influence of missionaries, who had Seﬁﬁr*"”
only cne. Melvin M.Ale_ , was seriously cut about the  ° ing this group of islands for many years. Thers were

eye. The radio room news bulletin carried an additional
item that morning, expressed by John Butters, "Sighted
sub, sank same, changed dungarees". The revelation of
the truth made many a Seabee's heart beat more steadily.
At 1600, in the aftermoon, we looked gratefully ahead to
find the lost companions and rejoined the task force,
Qur destination was near and we would land on the morne
ing of the Lith of November, with the same plan that was’
~t¢ be used the previous day,

several air alerts, but no enemy planes were sighgede '
The unloading was terminated at 0100, the 6th of lovemzer
with everycne in need of reat and chows

A temporary camp was established at this site, and
tents were erected for everyone. The Marines werz all
around us, and the Army had now come ashore. shells were
plainly heard in camp thru the night and no cne moved
about much, One soldier was accidently killed in the
landing operation., Now that the three detachments were
united under the cormand of Couwnander Carney, with Lt.
Clyde V. Bryan as Executive Officer, work crews were

Quietly, and cautiously, the amall destroyers went
forward to the dark island ahead, the transports pro-

ceeded directly behind them, our task force had now o organized by trades, and we beganlifgilngrfo: ? 2§wqur
split into two groups, the Eastern Landing G-oup and the ?ampélteﬁ This was &oaatec %?vefi 91;efqawaéf;r0; e
Western Landing Group. Ours,the Eastern Landing Group, 3 wandlng SfOt’ and there , anid fue re%ﬁéurT; L?*égf{éw‘
was heading into Skylark Channel, later more famously " nut palm trees, our camp was CO?SE;EC ;f°wpa? *%4;;5 '
known as part of the Slot. All hands were up and about was adjacent to a heavy ﬂuﬂgle_ﬁf”‘ 31; Aresn 1

at 0330, and at dawn,0500, the thin smoke of a vari gun and trees; Jjust in erm :he.OCuaA‘a?wgJ a m#:ei”?p%ﬂ"’w
signal was cbserved in the dense green foliage ahead. hands were quartere? in »helf CCC&p&thﬂ%l ¢l ifizifd»;f;-
The lst & 3Ard Marine Raiders, in their carefully camou- . The galley, mess halls, launcry shop %re“%?hd aigiiaﬁﬂ .
flaged greens, heavily armed and ready for action,were : headuarters teuts were up and in use 1n short G?_“‘°ixr’
first to leave their destroyer for the landing, we could was begun on a beach road, and a poutoon dock, as SG;L
see their craft streaking for the beach. Two planes fly- . as that was flﬁlShe?o Preliminary ?urVeys‘were,made .f
ing close together, just above the water, were observed select a su%table site for an airfield. Air raldf ?Ef%
flying towards our group. Several 20 mm's opened up at : becoming dsily occurances, and all men had foxholes o1
them and a signal light flashed "U.S." real quick, and ~ dugouts as protection against expected enemy bombs.
another scare was eliminated. Unloading operation began ‘ . . s : e

at once, small boats rhurned here and there,in and In the early evening cf hgve@bgr ldtg, all ha?Qb
around the three cargo ships as our escorts dotted the were .osued an wnple supply of additiousi “M“““*hti“>.;‘
surrounding horizon at regular intervals. They were some rations and warned te be ready be e B
continually on the watch for the enemny that did not ap~ notice, hn enenmy task {nree was expected to utfqmpr'1:<
pear. Pontoon barges were quickly assembled, propulsion Tanding of re-infercoments during the next fO??ffe*&?;,
units installed and cargo moved ashore fast. The Radio hours. The radio rcem was well stuffed‘thaﬁ wight }lb\"
station was in operation. Lverybody turned to work,carry- erung to current reports as they came in. The sky was 1.4

ing boxes; pushing vehicles and getting everything we
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‘Barges were dispatched to Henderson Field with supplies

up with different coiors and flares all thru the night,
the sounds of heavy gunfire cculd be heard in the dis-
tance, and we knew sowething big was taking place. This, N
we lesrned, was the battlewngeon, Sguth Dakctals big

night and the cruiser, San Franciscois great victory. The
enemy was vcouted; and theilr wrecked, batltered transports
nulls are still lying on the beaches of Guadalcanal near
Lunga. Some 25,000 enemy troops were killed in this
action, V

The sawmill was set up and placed in operation. .
Coral surfacing was placed on the beach road to the camp

cf gasoline and ammunitiocn at regular intervals during -
the next. week. Captain Carney was notified of his change:
in rank, and was in contact with Henderson Field constant
ly. Despite everyone being busy, there was an unsettled
air about the future.

Thanksgiving Day came, but without any fresh meat,
there was 1ittle we could do tc celebrate the occasion., -
A plan to use the zows on the island was abandoned upon -
disclosure by Dr. Walker, that they were tubercular.The
following day, hewever; brougbt a message fran a destroy--
er standing out in ihe bay. "Come and get your turkeys",
it said, and trucks were cn the way at once. & delicious
turkey dinner with all the trimnings mustered from cur
stock provisions. Teat very same day, orders were re-
ceived to prepare to move all equipment and perscnnel to
a point 18 adles above Aola Bay, at cnce, Soldiers and
Marines ¢f our group; had been in that area a few days -
previcusly, and returned with cne starved-looking prison—-
er, repcrting only few scattered enemy trocps in the vi-
cinity. Pentoon barges, tank lighters and ramp boats were
loaded immediately and movement of the first group of men
to Keli Point began November 26th, 1942. A large 750 ton
pontoou barge towed to Aola, was loaded with most of the
gear of the lith. The last cargo, and persconnel, left
Acla Bay on December 4lbi, closing out that part of our
first landing.

1

. 18
The first group to reach Kcli roint, cegan survs):
for an airfield site, and camp as unleading oSpersz”.. .
sere carried out. They cornfirmed a rreviius su
t he 6th Battalion, that the area was nct sulited
righter strip as was then needed, The narge w2 :
‘n general areas and tents were pitched slong trie sl
weach, as the Arny pushed inte the jungle tenind ug
~emnants of a native village were in the vi~indty,
s rass shacks were used as shelter by those who had
arrived. The moving from Aola Bey tecock on minor iam
after Sunday, November 29th, when a large convoy appeare
in the harbor. Shortly after dawn, the small ramp bozts
~ere streaking towards our shore, and they were remairin|
personnel of Acorn Red One.

,8 Lone 0
o
W

1

They had lingered at Noumea until the 3rd of Wovesar
when all work parties weére called back to the Scmmel sy
£t 1500, November 5th, both the USS Scmmelsdyk and Mar-
- eran, had set sall northward. The journey required tnre
days and on November 8th, the two Dutceh vessele‘arrjved
Lepitito Santos, where immediately, thesy begar transferr
;g was compieted cn November 12th, and a detachment of
wen from the Scmmelsdyk moved aboard the USC Formalhaut
1nd USS Heywood. Due to the enemy forces in and around %
“nlcmons, the ship remained at Espirito Santes, until
svember 27th, when they pullsd up anchor and headed
+ea. Thanksgiving Day was celebrated in good style ariuy
wath an excellant turkey dinner. In the interin, swiisir
and chow parties were allowed each day. Coxs work was de
“n the ship. 4 party of welders were sent to work on the
san Francisco, when she linped into the harpor after her
engagement at Guadalcanal. She was wildy cheered, as she
passed by the ships who had learned of her hercic acticr
ria the news bulletins. The voyage to Guadalcanal was
uneventful and early on the morning of Novewover £9th, a
dark hulk of land appearded and soon thereafter, unloudi
rporatlions began.

4

The re-uniting of the battalion brought many a sl
Lnotne menc s taces, and renewed the efrecls of uiloanrs
and gebting at the btask at bande. tad L bags, contaling
221l for e advance groups, came ashore that naight, and
wig gratefully received. The unloading cperalions were
being directed by the Mariaes Ploneer Officers and tocoy
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n‘911ed the right unloading. The camp of tents had
steadily growing since the first men arrived from

a day. The galley was in operation under a native

s3 cancpy. and mess tents, tables and gear washing

eviees, were luproved each day. The ceding continued

antis the fth of December, while a portion of the com~

plement were busily engaged in making a temporary camp,

setting up maintenance shops and doing surveying and

foot reccnnaisance in the area,

The first and most important job that was to be done -

was the construction of a bridge across the Halimbu
River, connecting the Koli area with the Lunga area by
road. The Lunga area, is the first strip of territory
invaded, and is centered around +the highly important
Henderson Field. Naval Headquarters were also at that
lccatiaon. The construction of this bridge was begun
the 10th of December. The structure was twenty feeb
wide and 162 Feet icng. The piling used was na .ive
timber, and many of the bolts and iron fittings were
made from Japansse salvaged stocks. The bridge was
completed and cpened to traffic on December 23rd; and
was comaonly referred to as the " Mahogany Bridge",
because ¢f the similiar appearence of native timber to
that wood.

An energency landing strip, 150°% x 7300 & long,about
two iriles inland frem the beach location, was also pre-
pared for vse between Decewber 5th and 17th, The first
plane to land, was a two seated fighter; flown from
Henderson Field by Captain Carney, on December 1éth.
Captain Carney pronounced the strip satisfactory. After
taking off again, his plane developed motor trouble
over okylark Channel, and plunged into the bay, killing
Captain Carney and his gunner. The body was recovered
and mencrial services were conducted on the berch the
17th of Decewber, and his remains were interred at the
Marine Cementary, in Lunga.

Buring the construelion of Lhcse first two projedts,
Lthe canp was coptoally daproved in sanibation racili
ties, and a wel work of roads aronund the Keli area was
begsun Decewber 7thy hipgh sarine and Navy Officials
vigsited HKoli Polit under orders of the Compander of
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south Pacific, to determine whether Koli Foin
sirable poinl to develope into the —rlder 12
i3t it should he developed, Ho.ever, the Lung
s oort o of aquipmenf and part cn the ‘at" geAr
in *H t development, Ir accerdance with tod
M& hy < hospital site ani z w:
Lnt WEers b~l9 ﬁed in *né dense jungile grow*n aL
erks of the MNetupord River, Then acres were cled
-onstracticn of the new camp begun. One cther tasuzi
ras sustained when Elmer Lec Finch, QMlc, opc*stiJg 2
~ank lighter, was accidently struck ~n the head by *
“<toh of the boat, and died in the hospital az few ot
;:t»;, on December 10th. The prospect ¢f Christimas «
ggent too mush bzeasuse <fF the great activity arsun
~:]i area., Then when it was aznncunced that Christues
~nuld be celebrated December <7th; iine men ware net
s restly surprised. The enemy were causing soLe
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i1 places but the Amy and farine patrelz b i tazr' 0~A11
i< hand, A1" raids occured nwg 1y and "Washing kacryce
Chaerlie', a the lone enemy plane was dubbed, seemed '
2=light iu keeping us awake and in our foxacles.

Dacemper <7th fouad evoryoio enicyof on sxcellant
Lﬁsa stras supper of turkey 2t a1l “he *rimaings. The
4l w1l lorg be rerapbered oy Lncs wire “here,
Uur fivel prouap cf snarid e
Fravalnawt that day., anl a on for oo
sirfield 4o be constructed |

snae Torly 5o men arvine

Cal .
Tead of mavt oy
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early days' of. January,.of our; Christmas ‘packages;lette:

- wag'” addraased to Camdr. of South Pacific, to designate
~.the airfield to be constructed as Carney Flield, in mem-

ory of ‘the inspiring leader who 1ost his 1ife in the in~ -

terest of its development. The final decision to begin
construction .of the runway was received Decanber 2T7th,:

’ Weuhad ‘enjoyedsince leaving the "ship'tnat, had: camad"
- us'to thig bage, More. ‘good news was: the ‘arrival in th

and greeting cards from home. After chow the evening of
the 7th, & group of natives, .came into camp and: performed:
many of their native. dancea amid a giant ‘circle of ‘Seaw
‘bees. The dances were primitive in nature, and were iy
_dominantly comprised of stamping the bare feet sgainst’
the earth, A little confusion was caused by the throwing
of clgarettes into. the circle, for they were confirmed -
addicts-of the cigarette habit from the smallest to the’
largest of them, As they completed their finaldance, the
Chief spoke to an attending Seabee and requested that we:
~join him in the'finale. A low murmur smong the natives.
- gathered closely together in the center of the circle
soon rose into the familiar strains of "God Bless Ameri
and all hands jcined in the enthusiam. Lo

The move to the new camp began January 13th, and was
carried on steadily until our beach camp was emptied of .
Seabee Persomnel. Heavy rains and continued air raids
were becaming every day occurances. A large number of
rate advancements were announced in a spscial muster i
January 21st, and at 2-3~ that night, the general assem-
bly call on the bugle awakened the camp, and sent rescue.
parties to the hospital area to evacuate the 110 patienta

: and persennel apd.equlpmant were started imes tely o L

v1fhﬁing aﬁuea

being flooded out by the ri31ng Metapcnia. They were

brought back to camp and placed in all avarble buiiding: .
mess halis and decked tents, Thigs evacuvation was wompie -~
and secured in sixty minutes. All hands retu e

but were imnediately alerted for a bombing ra*A-';Av¢Js
were bursting cverhead at snort antervals, pannss Were

&

raoaeld b

Adroning thra the sky overhead escaring the searching
;4lzgnns e¢nbanaa&ly in cperatluna This was the mest agti

elling vhat bad yet taken place on the islan.
av, %Kngx, Adm&rai Ea*say and ataf¢ wer—”

ﬁ&fs Lﬁ n%n ﬁugdrm¢¢ "e a L“‘D ﬂﬁ@
o df"? »F’@L-' »8‘ y'?;;e—' w;»rv R

.ri-

'Mfra¢snszm$Mw*w;E

(3 aod4t1'pai pr

) ganui rc1azt ahrupseﬂa
CTheoal~field *ugwaj b-wL WAF 5100 3;'”"nge*p,, ﬁraﬂﬂ

at rhis ‘imea Four P»39 Airacceras lended ¢n thé 2684 -
Jauuary, vecause of difficulty finding Henderscn' Field.
They wera. brcught Y camp and remained until the {oilow
irg efterncen. T‘ hospital site had Leen gejacted sl Lhe
top of the river bhanks and was "RbUIIL Witk goorsef kgt
and. consrete docksc Work was p*fsrersang op this projestz
The First and’ Secopd Lagosn were Alsc oooshrycted
at this time., The Thick and Thin Lugber Company’'s sawnili
wasrunnlng constantiy, supplying much tigber and lurber
for the work the battalion was carrying cr. At the end
¢f January, approximately 20C,000 board feet had been
cut and useda

Equipment and personnel lcaned tc Henderson Field,
were returned for use on the Koli Airfield, The road work
was steadily Improved and Koli roads are in good condit
ion, Gravel was cbtained from the Nalimby River. The
hospital area also was agailn nearing completion,

On the 1st and 2nd of February, enemy re-enforcements
attempted a landing on Guadalcanal. The general assembly
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was sounded at 1430; and all hands mustered with packs
and rifles. Au enemy task force comprised of aircraft
carcviers, battle wagons, transports , crulsers and de-
stroyers attempted to reinforee the garrison on the
islani. Our job was tc set up a defense position on the
weet bank of the [l=tcponi River and be on the lookout
for parachute trocps. The Battalicn assumed these defen-
se positicons shortly before dusk, the evening of lst of
February. An abnermal amount ¢f gunflire was heard during
the night and air alerts were continuous until morning
hours. No enemy action was discovered in our area, but
there was indeed a continocus volley of gunfire along the
banks of the Metc¢ponia that night. At day break the next
morning, we fell ocubt cf our position and marched back to
camp vefore the home guard, which consisted of truck
dri rers; cooks, bakers and other personnel. The day was
a warm sunny one and after our arms inspection, we were
secured fo enjoy ocur first holiday in menths., A amzll
group of men were assigned elght posts along the river,
starting in the svening of the 2nd, and they will be
heavily armed in the event of attack. The enemy forces
sustained hsavy lcsses and were repulsed at 0500 that
merning. Guard posts were manned for several days follow-
ing this ircident bul work and regular routing was re-
somed c¢n the 3rd cf February, 1943,

Just aboubt this fime, orders were received to make
ready the esergency strip for immediate operation, This
was to be done by using Summerfrid mesh, taxiways, fuel-
ing facilities and houses were hurriedly erected arcund
the runway, designated as the emergency strip, but after
February 10th; work was resumed cn the 6~24 runway
because thiese crders were cancelled,

More units were pcuring steadily into the Koli area
and the 2nd Marine Aviation Engineers provided some assis-
tance to the consbtruction of the 6-24 airfield. The job
¢f handling carge and assisting in the building of camp
facilities {c¢r thesc incoming Amy, Hoavy and Harine units
way A oaucn asbivity of the battalion abt all bimes. Oar
own camp was undoergoing lprovements, with the planuned
construckbion of Lhe second 25,000 gallon water bower
in our camp, the first one being built in the hospital
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In the latter part of February, radicgrams were re

ceived notifying the command of the appe: ntment

:

.t D.

Desmond. CM2e  to tha rank of Lieutenant {10}  arnd the
appeintment. of L.R.Annis, CCH, as Lieutenant (Senior

dradeY, Lt { Jg) Desmond was to remain with the
te heavy eomipaent of fiecr. LEL Anoic was dire-
retuen Lo the 12th Naval Districot
“her assignments bto duty. These were Lhe [irst,
wen to be granted conmissions as officers.
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Now that the airfield censtruction was proceeding
rapidiy; the plans for the constructicn of a tank farm
was studied. The construction of the control tower pro-
greased. One B2 Bomber landed on February 26th, The
scuttlebutt was sc intense abcut the vattalion leaving
the island; that a directive from Comdr. Heilly to all
notiflied us that it was not true and that we would not
leave the isiand until we had been there a year, This
information was given by Comdr. P. R. Coffin of Acorn
Red One. Since cur departure from Camp Bradford, Virgin-
ia, 88 men have been transfered out of the battalion
for medical reasons. Malaria was still a prevailing

-~

disease, and some 250 cases were reported by March 1lst,

With the airfield nearing completion, the task of
putting it into active cperation was begun., Navy Air
units; arti-aircraft gun crews and radio and operation
personnzl units began arrivirgz in coantity in the Keoli
Area. The tank farm work was done by this battaiion and
the tank erecticn by the 26th Construction Battalicn,
Housing and galley and other faeilities for all new
units arriving in the area, were constructed, scme of
which included the Dallas Huts and 1000 man galley at
Fabu 13, the 500 man galley at 34th CB, the 500 man
galley at the New Zealander's Camp, and the cc.acrete
gun replacerents for the 155 mn anti-aircraft, Due to
thisg increzsed amount of activity, it was necessary to
shut down the sawmill on the 1lith of March, after a
production of 368,330 board feet of native timber., The
perscnnel released from this action were used in the
unleading of ships at the Keli Beach, carge consisting
mainly of airfield matting and incoming unit's gear,

High Naval Officers in this area visited Koli early
in March and inspected the installations. They were well
pleased with the general program, but directed nther
units should do the ship unloading to allow more time to
be applied to the €24 runway and its adjoining texi-
warcy, rressevers. and hard shtands completion. The 13-31
runway was abanclouced because of an insulfient amount of
steel surfaciiy: wat, crews assipgned to this work were
diverted to the £-24 runway. The natives who worked on a
contract basic, were being urged to increase thelr work

. 26

~utput, to no svail. However, the graveling ani

. g was completed in time for the first five ligr

:rs to be based there on March 23rd, These were ¢

cowerful A-20 planes and were scme of the first s

- -3 planes in the Pacific. These were auguented ¢
© other planes during the latter part of ik

~perations were carried out cn a limited scale

+ ae facilities were being rushed to complietion.

All the while this rush of activity was being carriz-
cut, our chow was improving considerably and supplies
were being received more regular. The first mcvie was
shown on March 6th, in an area between the Post Office
and the Photec Labratory. The lémm portable machine had
been arranged for, thru the co-operaticon of the Acorn
Hospitale Even the natives thrilled to glimpse the piz -
tures of a land they had never seen, as they sat huddled
together with the Seabees; Marines and Soldiers, watch-
ing with interest the silver screen. Ancther Battalion
show was given St. Patrick's Day and was well attended
and recelved., The Formal Flag raising at the new flag
pale in the HQ. area, was attended by all hands March
12th, in the early morning hours. A member cf the
Battalion; M.H. Coe, formerly a sculptor had done
wonders with the linited amount of material at his dis-
posal. The concrete monument had an original design cf
Ceels and included all the dates of the Battalion's im-
portance,except our departure;which had been allowed,

Twe more Chief Petty Officers received commissions
in March. One of them, Lt R.W. Armstrong, remained with
the Battalion, and the other, Captain Paul W.Reed,
received his Bars from the U.S.Ammy and was transferred
to Henderson Field for further disposition. A Commenda-
tion from Captain Peary of the Bureau of Yards and Docks
was received for the excellent progress on our assign-
wents, A letber of Commendation was aiso reocived from
the President Lines in appreciation of the last effici.n
unloading of the USS President Tyler at Koli.

In anticipation ef a possible move in the immed{atc
future, a detailed survey of initial equipment and eausy
ment and spare parts required for a similar assignment
were submitted to the Bureau with the Commander's
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rec&mgendat en tnat we be given a rest and change of
duty in the near furture. The twenty-six alerts during

the mev*h, some of which have resuited ir a few bombe

drcppxgg riear camp, had oot helped 1tal
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been the preparatiocn for thne invasion af Ruzzeil Tzlands

near Guadaizaral, A

task freve which part:
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ipat=d in that hat action,

shavedive work done by thi. wat
The Keld Airfield #1 campleted on April 22nd, was
cperation several daye pricor nat date, The planss

based there were of the heavy bomber type, Liberators
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got away from the runway 42 right ,but
completing its first ~ircle of the “10}‘ ke
directiong erauhﬁd 1oty an ammunitaen durp, ALl person--
nel were killed stantly and 1ittle remained of the
place. Due to hnawv peunding given the landing end of
bhe fawld. the matting became distorled  at ore end soon
after subjected to heavy use. This necessitated scme
repairing and replacing of matting, A vight maintenance
crew wag inaugurated on the 17th of April; to alleviate
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Arvfield daily. The iu-reased
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soageendaticon from the Commander oF the
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Flying Fortresses. One B-2i, taking off ‘n the early after-
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-ve danger for incoming planes. Drainage canals and ore
“iminiary work on another airfield to be ?nﬁa 28 Lnili e
cars commenced upon completion of Koli #1l. This newsze:
strap was near the Metoponia Hiver, and was ir =sxcszs
3,00 feet long, have concrete circles at easn enc U
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- ap the landing shock of the plares. The £
ZAW’rcs and the 61lst CB's and the lith Ch's were dive
g all available eguipment and personnel to tnis risw
aonﬁtvuctlona An official of the Air Transport Clmmans
visited Koli to determine the possibility of adding

r hig point to their regular route,

Heavy rains during most of the month hampered con~
struction work on the roads to the airfield. The West
Peninsula Road widening, was partially completed and pr
vided a four lane highway to the field from the beach,z:
well as a commuting link to roadways around the airfieis
v etween the two rivers. The equipment was rapidly wear.-

ing out and many units were belng used for repair parts
because ithere were none.
Ten percent of the battalion had been evacuated for

medical reason. Two cfficers, 1It., Callanan, Executive
Officer and Carp R.N. Baraoux, who had much tc do with
the airfield construction; were evacuated because of il
riess, Several Acorn Officers were also sent off the
island. The strain on all hands was beginning to tell,
One measure taken to help this situation was the order
given all hands cne day off a week., The packing crates
delivered to the different departuments remained unused
and did little to 1ift the morale of the men,

Another enlisted man, James R. Albin; CM2c, was

fertunate in having his commission arrive and was trans-

{erred to the 12th Naval Distrin~t, San Francisco for
er; the 28th of April.

Faster Sunday, the flat field adjacent to camp was
the scene of Dawn Service. The Marine Band, Choral Gr..
from nearby units co-operated in Lhis muuwxdble day
“bservance, The three wooden crosses could be seen
dgainst the blue clouds in the sky as the sun sl
up over the
511 corners

by

+

of the field, as some two-thousand Uoldiers,

horizon. Loud speakers carried the program o

ISy
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Harinss ans Seabess Listed tc the religoius service, ~ther side of Koli and cther Marine and Amy units were
T war2 hard rﬁiiﬂd eggs vy breakfast, sﬂrved siready jarming the roads towards the beach. Service Umnx -
youiter e and then the day wen® s oas and trucks were to pick us up at the nearest point thes
: au31d reach, We started out the camp entrance knee deez -~
; “uddy waters of the Metaponia, only a few trucks driversz,
L ‘;,Tldﬂzer operators remained in additien toc Comdr. Heill)
AEF Fat ind a few other officers. The few who had been fortunat

et i

sxhauaten

@ &

§'* \Y.‘ 4

encugh to be on trucks were forced tc dis-embark a lite
ways from camp, and ford a deep ditch with water shou*der

righo A camp was a forlern sight, with its deserted tent:
scme barely visible above the rising water. After walidng
approximately two miles in waist deep water the occasionzl

T

vy P S g FRR "
RPN LSS S SRR A e wz. n A4 } t;i“'t::-”l’:

Can trveos o h:gn raiftferg 1n the shew-
eri, pan‘ el oup. 3 Yew pairs of boots anpeaved
aret Lork “ded vooowart the curcome, RBattalior

Feadquartevs sas flocded and B,.C & D conpany area along
willh the Ma:ntenanve Shop, wore sinking lower 1nto tre
water, A continuous witeh on the rain height paups was
kept at the water point at the A-orp Uispital,bu’ this
wiz secured when the gauge was washed away. At 1610,
Comdr. Reilly ordered all hands to evacuate, The Hospital
patients then had been evacuated to Fabu Camp on the

righ places, we reached the trucks from the beach, That
night we bedded down on the sand with cocomut logs for
pillows and ponchos for covers. A breakfast of vienna
sausages and thick hot cakes and jelly servied by colored
cooks, was relished with enthusiam., Immediately after
eeting, trucks came near and prepared to take us back to
the camp we'd left under water the previous day. The day
was warm with the sun shining bright as we glimpsed the
damage wrought by the water along the way back. A littie
tefore 0800, we pulled into the old homestead to find it
cleared of flood waters, but in need of much rebuilding.
work started immediately and by mid-afternoon, all hands
were back in camp busily engaged in construction new
heads, finding their gear, bracing the mess hall, drying
cut tools and machines and draining foxholes. 4 good
supper was gerved in the chow hall in the evening. Every
one sort of locked forward to a good night's sleep after
two days of excitement., This looked forward to event,
was not yet tc take place however, soon after dark, the
general assembly sounded and we arose to find the water
running wild again. This time not as rambunchious as the
previocus night, and we forded the deep ravine separatinrg
the B, C, and D areas to the higher headquarters area.
Cnly these three companies were subjected to the rising
water on the 10th, A and Headquarters were oun higher
srcund  The former crowded into mess halls and head-
juarters area buildings to spend the night listening

Lo Lhe running water and slowly rising under the struct-
ures, Dawm found the water receding and for the second
time, rehabilitation was started. The water plant
resuned operations that day and other shops,
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warehouses and departments began the job of salvaging
tools and materials. The battalion scon began to resume
noermal operation again,

Tre catastropne had net passed without causing cther
damages. The Halimbu River Bridge constructed early as
a connecting link to Lungs and Naval Operating Head--
quarters was washed cut by the large trees and debris
washed down from the mountains above the bridge location.
This seriously handicapped operations because of focd
supplies, mail, spare parts and other items were con-
stantly coming in over this route. Construction of a new
bridge was begun in conjunction with the L6th CB's, who
were to help only a short time before being directed
elsewhere. The Metaponi River chamnel was also proving
dangerous to handle and a new channel was blasted for it
. by use of dynamite. Salvaging of old bridge timbers and
plling wers an important part of the preparation for
constructing & new bridge.

The orders to stabalize and resurface 2,000 feet cf
the 6--2, runway were received and work began at cnce on
this job. Flanes not able to operate from Northwest taxi-
way moved to Henderson Field until the task could be
completed. The operation of the Kcli Tank Farm was turn-
ed over to the battalion on the 18th, and we were not
supplying the gascline loading racks with the fuel for
21l Kcli based aircraft. There were other changes during
kay. The battalicn was detached from Acorn Ked One, on
the 14th. Lt. Comdr. C.A.Callahan returned from the
Hebrides in improved health. He did not resume his duties
at once, although Lt, C.V.Bryan's health made it nec~
essary {cr nim to leave the bkxecutive Office in favor of
Lt, W.S.Wilcox, whe was pnext in lire for that post. The
advanezement of T.F.Reilly t¢ Comnander, C.f. Callznan
to Lt, Comdr., and several other jurdor officers to
Lieutnanmt, was confirmed,

Staff medical officers wade an inspecticn cof the
camp and its facilities prior to the flood. A letter of
coendation for the sanitary and clean condition of this
one of the vldest permanent camps on the island, was

forwarded by Capt. Quigley, Publics Officer of the Island. j

%
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Several new projects were begun; one of whi<h wzs zr
~real photographic and map making unit, and the oiher
hich opened up a new place for developement. Lumber z-7:
t nges made it necessary to start the sawmill again s
scavy timbers were needed for the mew camp water tiwer
.nd another plan to deck all tents of enlisted purscrnrs. .
Tetere work consisted of a jeep for reconnaissance and
-ngervance for the desirability of this area, a Marine
~ raining base in preparation for another move toward tne
snemy strongholds to the north.

Air raids were frequent and the night of May 13th,
night fighters downed two Jap planes high in th sky awvuve
ramp. They burst into a bulb of yellow flame as Lhey hesi-
tated,; swooped upward, they lunged towards earth. The &Izt
CB's arriving at about this time on the island, were givern
a sleepless welcome. They camped in mud and lived in pup
t ents until, with some assistance from us, they goct setti«r
near the Airfield#2. Some bombs were dropped near the air-
field during the night of May 19th; causing nc damage t¢
the runway, a gaping hole in the road and shattering the
pipe and unloading rack opposite the flight tower, necess-
ating immediate repairs.

A1l companies had their group pictures taken during
the early part of the month before the flood. These were
taken in the theatre area, Evacuations increasing daily
were diminishing the strength of the battalion. The for-
mer Executative Officer, Lt. C.V. Bryans, was evacuated
and his successor, Lt, W. 3. Wilcox, was replaced by Lt.
Comdr.C.A. Callanan on May 29th, 1943,

The 6--24 runway stabilizing and reconstruction projoct
was rushed to completion., New matting was inlaid, and tc
further assist the operation of the field, an oil treat-..
ment was accomplished on the greater portion of the run
way and taxiway eliminating for a time, the great amount
21 dust which hampered pilots visibility in taking of!,
'pon the termination of work on this runway, all persan--
el were concentrated on Bomber X,near the Metaponia.
v-25s and B-24s,in increasing auantities were arriving
daily,new housing for airfield personnel were being cou-
structed as quickly as possible. The enemy was apparent.;
Ilomning some new blow, for all the preparations being
sade to prevent anysuccesful cperation. The vattalion was
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" ordered to have its airfield facilities and major pro-
jects completed by the 15th of June. To assist in accomp-
lishing this end, assistance was sent from the A4th Spec-
ial €8B's, 44th CB's and 34th CB's,; also in the Koli area,

Air cperations were steadily on the up-grade by June

&Hhe Ouwr plaves were comdnrg in and taking off all hours
of the day and night. The mcre than one hundred light
and heavy bombers each lcaded with its own pancramic
picture and name, were a thrilling sight;as one rounded
the field on the West Perimeter Road. The B-25,0f Major
General Doolittle's son, "Hairless Joe", was among these.
A lone enemy plane droned in at a low height early on
the morning of June 15th, dropped its bombs at ships in
the harbor, setting the liberty ship, '"John Penn" and
ancther vessel afire, then escaped before our planes
could get intc the air. Then the fireworks began. June
16th wag cne o¢f the greatest aerial battles of the

Sonth Pacific War. Much of the day was spent on <r near
forhcles. The screaming scunds <f planes diving thru the
clouds, the faint stattaco of machine guns at high al*i-
tude and the tiny spears of flack moving thru the blue
white sky, were seen and heard all afternccon. Our fight-
ers and the Hussell Island based fighters had a field
day for each had intercepted the Jap planes. The Russell
Islands planes tocok their tclil, while the Japs were on
their way tc Guadalcanal; then returned to their base
and refueled to await them on their return, after en~
countering cur forces. 3an Francigsco radio reports re-
vealed 77 enemy planes shot down that afternoon. against
six lcsses for the Americans. Marine Raiders were in
position at all beach points to cffer resistance; in the
evert of a Jap invasion; also expected about this time.
It never took place. The enemy forces were still in
substantial strength on Bouganville and the Horthern
Sclemons . Bombers from Koli Jl were striking them daily.
The firel raid to the northe vegunr, when -245%s

18 \ WaS

and B-wi g made the &.uins wale trip to bhe swrshall
and vilbert loiands. Bl s were gpchindulad for this
1nitiad run, bub were unable Lo Loke off witho thedir

heavy leads cof bombs and gas, and Lhose thal dud make
“the +trip were tightly loaded. The desperate position
of enemy garrisons in the area brought the pecautionary
measure of protection from gas attack to the fire.

g
Iaecregnation cdﬁpbund for shoes clothing and ocinta Iorx
--1ief from gas burns were distributed to all na“;a; }az
Aarnlng gongs were installed in all areas, and lsctures
.czre given to further enlighten personnel regardi:g sl
exragteristicu and effects, by Lt.{jg) Meier. He anz =
11 group from the battalion, had recently r"sglat&t

~
oy Wirl.

'ourse of combat intelligence with the 14th Arm
<-ir Henderson Field,

Some statistics which may be of interest, are the
~atery ice and lumber production, gasoline consumption =
this pericd. The highest dally output at the water plant
during June, was 89,460 gallons, with a total monthly sut~
nut of 1,973,245 gallons. This considerable quantity of ;
water was not only for our own use, but hauled to other
units in the Koli area,; in addition to supplying the pip= |
:ine now extending from the water point tc Mobile Hospits! |
3, Koli Branch, and the 1l4th Battalion Camp. Forty-six |
tcns of ice were manufactured and used during June. The

sawmlll's highest day of production was 7,032 voard fest,

1th an end of the month total of 188,585 board feet zut. |
sviation gasoline consumed by planes operatlng from folii
Field totaled 446,075 gallons, or a trainloazd of almest
zlffy‘+en~thcusand gallon tank cars. The highest amount
Joed in one day was 45,592 gallons and this in cur first
sonth of steady operation. Preparations for construction
~4 2 permanent bridge across the hetaponla itiver te the
Tetere Area, was made during the month. The 63rd CBfs
arrived at Tetere Beach June 1llth, and on June 13th
“ook over our road construction work, initial to¢ that
area‘s develomment., The enlarging and improving of the

acilities and housing at Admirals Turner, Fert and

‘:‘4~erson‘s Camp Crocodile were continued during June as
sperations from this base were increasing at a fast psce.

The first USO Troup to reach this outpost arrived at
'he 14th camp, where a flat bed trailor stage and canopy
ore oulekly lmprovised. The entertairment of T Burke,
~reen Cop of long sbtanding, Bob Gilchurst, radio singer
-l Lhe roly poly magician, Marty Sunshine, were
woeleome additions to Lhe uvvery other night novieJaother
vxcellant group of entertainers from the 2i4th
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CB's, under former 101 Ranch Showman,Chief Marshall,
came up tc our camp to sing, play and amuse us for
several hours, Everyone was reluctant to see tham leave.
The electric guitar, good band and pcpular musir were
goed to hear,

The camp was improved with the authorizing of lumber
for decks in all tents of enlisted men, same tc be sup-
plied as avaiable from the sawmill. The depleted stock
of gecap handicapped the chow hall and mess kits were

dug out of seabags to be used until more was forthcoming. .

The tragic spectacle of seeing a mate,"lose his marbles"
was a quietening sight one evening as the show began,
Joslyn of Campany "C", attempted to make a speech from
the stage of the theatre;, unheeded by those seated and
guietly returned to his tent,where his queer actions
aroused his mates. The medical department evacuated him
immediately.

A ccmmendaticn was received from Marine Command
for alterations on the M~3 Tanks of the 9th Marine de~
ferse Battalion, our neighboring Service Unit. This
improvement was made to prevent the enemy's ability to

put those tanks out of ccrmmision as easily as previously. z

July fournd the battalion engaged in constructien of
additional housing facilities at the airfield, and the
maintenance of the heavily used 6-24 rumway. Ccral, not
available in the Koli area was trucked in from Lunga
for this purpose, run thru the rock crusher , then ap-
plied to the matting wherever required, "Pop" Flanagans
crew, while cutting piling for one of the quonsets on
the airfield, were exposed tc some strange sap. This
contact made them wvictims of a body rash; which resulted
in the evacuation of over fifty percent of the crew
within a two-week pericd,

The Metaponia Bridge, planncd for some time past,
wag built in eighteen days, opening for traffic on July
284, The structures, a pile trestle type, 210' in
length, __ wide, required 60,000 board feet of native
lumber for the laminated deck. A survey of roads now in
tse in the Koli area,revealed that the 14th had partici-
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pated in or completed constructien of 35.35 miles 27 nlg
ways, since arriving in the Area. Several miles of riz
in the Lunga area was also surfaced, but oae not incous=s
in this total. Some 127,700 yards of gravel had reen =x-
tracted from the Nalimbu River bed for use on the air-
field, and this network of roadways.

foad

Enemy activities were still not entirely elimina~=z:z .
Lone Jap planes appeared in the early morning hours iz -
drop bombs, small personnel type, on the 6lst CB's near
our camp and also to scatter a few in our area with
little damage. The total alerts recorded to the end of
July 1l4th, while the island has been, military speaking,
secured since February 8th. The invasion of Munda, was
proceeding rapidly and was heavily supplied from planes
based on this airfield. There were some that were lost
due to eneny gunfire, and some due to accidents. A B~2i4
tock off with one motor spurting flames, began its circle
around the field and exploded in the air above the bay,
falling into the water and sinking almost at once. Uther
minor accidents occured in take offs and landing of the
planes, ard many came in badly shot up and personnel
killed. This heavy use of the runway made it advisabile
to oil the surface and this was done with engine oil
brought by barge from Lunga.

The health of the battalion declined rapidly, the
hot month of July. 35% or 343 men and 7 cfficers had now
been evacuated for medical reasons. One of the largest
cnptigents to leave departed the latter part of the
month numbering thirty men and causing a send-off crowd
to gather at the MAA office to see them off. Malaria,
Benign Tertian and fatigue, cperational brought cn by
hard strenuous duty with little fresh foodstuff, are the
reasons for these evacuations.

Another USO Show visited the 1lith camp in the persong
of Jdan Bubin, violinist, Eddie White,commedian and Frank
iiitchell, movie veteran of many enjoyable roles. Ther«
entertainment was well attended by all the persenmel in
Lhe area who could., Artie Shaw and band played for us

and the 4th Marine Ralders, who had just arrived from
rnunda. They were guests of the battalion fot twe days.
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A special chow was prepared for their relish and a
double feature movie the night following the USO Show
was given them, Many of the Raiders were able to re-
plenish their every day needs from Seabee friends in the
tattalion, The 63rd CB Band aisc gave a concerl one
evening in the thealre area.

Other out of tle ordinary events included the appear-
ance of fried eggs and butter on cur menus again in
limited quantities, and the discovery of an artesian
well at Camp Crocodile, the up in ranks cf three Chief
Petty Officers, Raney, Counts and Henderson to Warrant
Rank, the arrival of a new dentist and the changed
working schedule as of August 1st.

Early during the month of August, plans for a finger
pier were started. The pier was to extend out 1007 or
antil a sixheen foot depth of water was reached. Native
timber and piling wouwld bz used in its constructicn.
Actual work was begun August;8th, and the structures
dimensicn grew to 40! x 320! before completing it to
the desired depth at the end of the pier. Native piling
25! to 25' length were used.

The grading and earth work on Bomber 2; was being
done rapidly by the numerous pieces of equipment being
utilized in its construction. The termination of mairn-
tenance on Bomber 1 by the battalion released a number
of men for this work, as well as supplylng needed crews
to operate the sawmill more than a single shift. The
flight tower for Bomber 2, was being built and painted
so as to be in readiness for quick operation. The 873rd
Army Engrs. relieved our maintenance crews on Bomber 1.
The natives formerly used extensively in the may laying
operations, were diverted to the erection of a sand bag
wall around the Koli Radar Station; near Lunga, which
was operated by the Royal New Zealand Airforce.

The steady decreasing number of persomnel in the &
battalion, was now cutting deeply into the man power b
available for carrying oyt the Work Program for Koli
Area. The number of evacuees increased from an average
of 16 monthly the first six months, to 71 per month now. |

b §
s i ¥ ““ .‘,

ixlley two was Wosed and approprizte marking or ifts e
-_.rce said,"Clesed for the Duraticn, eat at Galley Une .
¢ of the unused mess halls was converted intc & librar:
reading roum. There were other irnovations alsc, tr=
c<ming of a new sick bay in camp, a quonset hut; Lagciz
".ig complete with operating room and hot and 2zid ro
.y water. Baseball was galning a great deal of popul:
.- and several teams besides the regular battalion lin
- were loose about camp. The regulars played a good

. ane, were fortunate in having good pitchers and alsc
suar players in other positions. The field near the carp
snirance was well packed and in good condition for playing

The new Warrant Officers, Raney, Ccunts and Henders.n
sere ordered to report tc 1lst CB's at new Hebrides Isla
and five of their Warrants were ordered to the 1lith.

wd

In spite of the fact that this island has been inhab~'
:tedl by U S Troops for one year, actiocn was still as
--casional bombing or enemy action., A lone Jap bomber ~:+
rargo vessel early on the mornirg of August 13th,

wiidng same in the shallow waters of the harber Lung:.
Te infermation about an enemy tTask foreve in the vicinity
cnoreased the vigilance of cur aircraft and one =sveniiy
-v2ral hundred men were rushed tc the airfield tc pr
¢ anergency trenches and protection against s

"ootrafing attack., This 414 net cecur and =) .8
~tarned bte camp several hours later. Planeg Dowe 3
cmper 1, had hit the exnergency task force avd <:srupted
o jieng. Twe bombers crashed during thedr (p.rations,
~ooon the runway and the sther near VD1 caw; |, evected

< batlalion along the Nalimbu River.

One of the mest interesting services .ae o4 in
» CH Chape! cpe Sunday, A native Solemcr Ti_ under
vt o2s 2gt. Marcus, preached the sermon - i Chris -

"y g+ hid
ni t‘) ®

He spexe it a broken torrent of & o o o th many
turesg

tut nmanaged te convey hls messag . v the attend-

= He and the group of boy singers who anpained
i thre service were elad in the cast 'f rlothing
Saldiers and Marines, A seivy shirt, o .. Lyt off

ooy
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trousers, a jungle jacket, a pair of white shorts,each
geemed to have his own particular combination. The Sgt.
was encouraged in his work by our missionaries, who have
resained here all ithese years and was now greatly in
dezand as a native preacher, He and his native followers
nave completed a chapel at the Army Camp near Basber 2
recently, for the second time.

The enemy were again more active than usual during
September. 411 of the alerts were sounded during the late
evening and early morning hours, under cover of darkness.
The camp itself was a target on September 15th. Enemy
bombers ¢verhead dropped a dozen small personnel bombs
in the camp area, half of them were duds, but four of
then exploded in the vicinity of Camp B, and the cooks
and baxers guarters. Fragnents splattered thru the net-
ting and imbedded in the wooden bulkheads ¢f the tent
houses, Three were hit; F. L Richardson, SClc, S.M.

e JBOD ;9F2¢; and W.H.Barbarick,Cl3c, the latter was
it in his posterior as he leaned over to put on his
sacas} while eitting cn his bunk, New serious effects
1noany tase. An unexploded bomb imbedded in the road,
was recsoved by a Bomb Disposalman the following day.
Shortly after this raid September 22nd, we saw two
enemy planes downed by cur night fighters. The alert
was sounded at 2300 and everyone watched the search
lights finaliy loucale the eneny craft, a few minubtee
later red balis of f{lame sped cut of the darkness iate
the shining targel of the searchlights; a short period
of waiting, then a frantic manuever upward as the flames
began to intensify, then an earthward plunge as the crow
fiies. The cther enemy plane socn followed; after being
t by night fighters. The wreckages were found the fol-
wing day vear Lurga, badly breken and in many frag-
1enfs= Cne c¢ther raid dad considerable damage to the
Tank Farm Unjcading Hack near the cemmand post, and a
boemb kit a B 24 Bomber or g bard stand at Bomber 1 ,doing
conciderabie danage and causins Lhe matting to be zev
erel in severs: plarces. Our aerial activity was steadily
tacreaving, and 1t ds believed payments for tlio danepe
weore made in Kaind to the eneny, still entrenched in Lhe
Upper LGelomon Island Chail, One B-2lL over shot the
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o The approgbhes were grajb‘ ard gra?%je:&
1a and fringes were installed to pretect 3L ¥

- ining traffic., The waterfront and oridge crews ns
;'ﬁtbeL project on the Nalimbu Hiver, to foliow Tetere
-ampletion. The Nalimbu River Bridge was to be exterd
o1 the west side of the bank, some four hundred fest
rrovide adequate waterway. Thls work was begun late in
beptamberg

9

Koli area was developing at a rapid rate, at %this
int, New units were coming in constantly. This recul
rore camps and the battalion constructed galleys, mess
ralls and barracks buildings for Communications, Fourth
Awphibs,; New Zealand Navy and Camp Creccodils., A hugs
LG x 40 warehouse was also bullt for the HNew Zealand
wavy. The materials for these camps were furnished by t
established Naval Construction Laterials Depot,
chich in turn was supplied by the battalions steadily
op serating sawmill. Heavy timbers and decking for the
kgmbon_a and Tetere Piers were aisc cut duaring Seplenm

-
s
e

r‘) ()

Bomber 2's progress was fast becoming aprasrent, 'l
“irst bomber te land and take off orn the nsw runway, di
¢ & on the 9the £ concrete circle was being poured at ea
:nd for the absorption of the landing force, of the hea
Tlianes.

A survey of cofficers and men; accompanied by Comdr.
~#i1ly, departed late in September by sea, for Banufert
Jay, & peint on the cppeosite side of the mourtains, whi.
~28 to be the site of a Radar Installaticrn, Ly the Noyn.

w Zesland Niair Fercee, A road to the selected site {1

¢ bLeach, was ihe task 1o ve performsd by the battalio
Theoy returned the follewing day, and preparaticuns for U

“lertaking began,

it his report to the Durean ~{ Yards nd Jocokse,
allly stressed apgaln the need for the battalion's cax:
czef and recuperation and re-assignment, This

.4
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reconmendaticn enphasized that of the 991 men landed on
Juadalcanal, 4?7 of then bad been affected by malarias
wany of them more than once. The increasin accidents,
six on the Tetere job alone are traceable to fatigue of
the men. They were unable to do heavy and hard work any
longer. Twe of the Warrant Cfficers, who were transfered
o this battalion from the lst CB's;were given medical
transfers for the now often used "fatigue" operational
reason. A hand carved varnished miniature tombstone was
completed and sent to the widow of Elmo Lee Finch, Qile,

who lost his life accidently upon our arrival atkKoll Poinﬁj

The warm sunny days were excellant for outdoor rec-
reation; and main games enjoyed were baseball, and soft~
“ball. The Guadalcanal League was now organized, and a
team from the lith entered its ranks. Jess Harrison and
Fred Wollput as pitchers, did much tc aid the chances
for championship, as we defeated the 90th Field Artill-~
ery 1 to O; the 8th Field Artillery 14 to O, and the
2nd Aviation Engrs.(Marines). The good begimning was
lost, however as we were defeated by the 70th Fighter
Group, who were tied with us in the League standings.

Five men, cne from each company were seleched to
enter V=12 training, in colleges of their selection in
the states. These usien selected from 23 enlisted nien,
fulfilling requirements, set down by the Navy,were to
be forwarded via first available transportation to San
Diego, California. The five, D.R.Andress, CM3c, D.A.
Crow, CM2c¢, Dcyle D. , MM3c¢, Miley, :M3c, and
E.E.Ko__,CM3c, departed by plane September 11lth, for
Noumea and further transfer home, all excited and with
the best wishes for success from the entire battalicn.

There was other good news for us in the radio
bulltin for the 5th. The invasion of Italy was revealed.
Progress was being made, however slowly. Qur next door
neighbors the 9th Defense dattalion, was preparing to
move to Munda. The early batterys which they had sent up
had done a remnarkable job. Out hottest scuttlebul was
that the 9th, a long friend of the lith, and us would
return to the U.S.A. together, in October.

The neighboring iir Group on the opposite side from

s Fzie |

e e

the 9th Defense, were near the 42nd Command oy & ;7 .
Major, and only twenty-two years of age. The spa=i~.
tropical decorated theatre adjoining their camp wis
instrunental in drawing the top-notch travel enter-
t-iners. Lanny Ross, Little Jack Little and Hay Beize~
appeared at the "Centipede", and were seen by Seabeces,
Joldiers, Marines and Airmen for miles around. Their
performances were typical of the grand position they
nold in the entertaimment world. The two bottles of
beer given each man were much enjoyed, this was our :
first of that commodity since July i4th, ]

ta

A Missionary in the Solomons since 1908, visited
camp and ¢ onducted services for the Catholic Faith,
during the latter part of September. He was gléd to
tell of the native habits and characteristics, which
according to his observation, were of high quality. Hia
adventures had been many and varied, and were interestin
to those who spoke with him. During his short stay, he
was given many gifts for himself and his people. The
realization that successful conquering of this island
was credited in great part, to friendly natives made so
by kindly, well meaning and genercus Missionaries had
leng been upon us.

The Beaufort Bay mission, was being readied as
Cctober came along. Rations; equipment, fuel and suppli
©f all kinds needed for approximately forty-five men,
were gathered in quantity. Early in the morning, the
group departed from camp for the Koli Beach, where after
%oading their gear aboard small bcats, they began the
Journey to the West Cape. The initial task was to pro-
V§de accomodations for themselves and then the construc~
tion of 2,500 lineal feet of single all weather roadway
t2 be built on a hillside, with a slope of €0°, there
2 tc be one switchback curve and surfacing in the
:fpected time required of three weeks. The natives in
“iiat section of the island, had previously made litttle
“ontact with Americin Forces. They were in ond aboult the

“opoin numbers, from baretooted boys to shy curious
trls and aged parents. Tropicel fruit liwes, papaya
ari pineapple; were plentiful and were used to advan-—
tage by the group. One native waman gave birth to a bably
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with the help of Mike Lentini, a Pharnacist Mate,

long a fixture and favorite of the battalion enlisted
personnel. OUther disease laden natives were treated;
ag in out initial landing, some eleven months previous-
ly. The continual downpour of rain did much to hamnper
the work. Flight Li, Conyerxs Brown RMZAF, reconsidered
his plan for an all weather road. to a dry weather
road, tc speed our progress.

Back at Koli; coming events were casting shadows,
as the 9th Marine Division, with the 2nd and 4th Marine
Raider Battalions, moved into Tetere. Bombs, ammunit-
ion, heavy guns, rations and supplies of all kinds,
began pouring in over the Tetere Pier to this consen-
tration, The rumor had it, this was the striking
force for the invasion of Bouganville, still a strongly
held enemy pcsition in the Solamons. One LSt rammed
into the pier o rly in October, and one towards the
end of "a busy moenth, for that installation. This re-
quired repairs, which the waterfront and bridge crews
made rapidly. The Tetere area was rapidly becoming a
well poepulated secticon, with an estimated 25,000
Marines in combal training; thru its still dense jun-
gle growth and undeveloped terrain.,

This military move occasioned increased activity
in the Koli Area; also. DBomber 11 was completed, light-
ing system installed and in operation early in the month,
A commendation fram the Marine General in Command, was
received for our part of this work. The transfer of
the men released fram this work to Bomber 1, was rapid
and hard stands were torn up to permit construction of
Repair and Service Shops on Bomber 1 for P___ 1-3. 4
new boub dump to hold the incoming stream of death
dealing instruments, was engineered, constructed and
filled. The pattern of roads arcund this addition com-
prised some ten wiles of earth work. In order to accom~
plish these tasks in the face of steadily decreasing
personnel, all work on the Nalimbu Bridge was suspen-

ded and the suwmill was clesed October 19th, after an
output of 1,104.787 brard feet, in its year of operaticn.

Camp Crocodile, the admirals haven on Guadalcanal,

wss still beitg improved with a new destinctive sall
:pened early in October, with a supper, which wzz =
=d by many l4th personnel, new ship service, Ra*
.ar Correspendents Quarters and additional hou
mrected dignataries. Admiral wWilkerson and F’r
sst to Lt. General Vandergrift and Admiral Halsey =.-*
f the month, undoubtedly plarning the Bougarwville irn-
~zulcne The flrst white woman to be seen on the islarmi
» battalion personnel, were glimpsed thru a h=avy goli-
sraid convoy, on the occasion of the gala opening of 4:re
. ew mess hall, '

o+ H
£ m o

Enemy air attacks were still occuring infrequently,
and were intended to destroy the mumber of ships in the
narbor, responsible for the Tetere Forces concentratior.
Larly on the morning of the 1lth, a lone Jap bomber hi
z cargo vessel being unlcaded by the Lth Special CB's
at Keli Beach. The red glare of flames were reflected ir
the clouds and smoke, heavy black smoke, was visible for
several days after that. Other raids occured but were nc
successful. Our planes were out in force each day, inte:
cepting and doing their destruction from the air, for
the strategic that was soon to be revealed to the enemy,
some didn't return, some did with battle scars visible
everywhere and wounded men were quickly given medical
treatment, befitting their injuries. The B-25s and B-24:
of the 13th Air Force, were doing their job. Gasoline
consumption amounted to 1,879,520 gallon tank car loads,
Trere were other new activities to occupy the dwindling
versonnel .

Two oxygen generating plants at Lunga were built b
another detachment of men. These plants were to generat
the badly needed oxygen for welding shops on the island
tieretofore, this product was shipped in its elongated
cylinder, from the states. Lack of spare parts made thi
‘rade & freguent lest resort in placing equipment back
in operatlon. Spare parts requirements for all equipme
were again complied for forwarding to the Bureau of Yar
+ul Docks. hosquito Control under Army supervision, re-
cttred 104 of complemenl and scveral pieces of hcavy

“uilpment. These wmen, tracturs and draglines, were uti’
“0 in the clearing and draining of approximately 320

K
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acres of land from the Admiral's Camp, to above the
Kcli Branch of Mcbile Hospital Number 8.

The weather up to the 24th of October, had been
dry and warm ; even hot at times. Then on that day, the
raing came. High in the mountains to the northeast. The
torrential rains had up rooted trees, branches of every
size and begun pushing then downward toward the sea. The
Nalimbui River rose quickly, and the accompanying debris
soon was heard against the dolphins holding the trestle
structures together, Crews were at work all night long
blasting and attemptin at all costs to keep the bridge
from washing out. One approach was completely washing
cut, the other badly damaged. It was during this mis-
fortune that an incident occured which tc the writerfs
mind had much to do with an event to be chronicled in
this recollection. A guard had been posted at the first
sign of possible damage to the Nalimbu Bridge on the
night of October ZL4th. His name was Adair. B. E. Adair,
Alabama born carpenter of no little skill. As he stood
his post an automobile approached, and he took his place
at the center of the rcad to do his duty. "Halt", he
said as the approaching vechile came nearer. "You can't
cross this bridge", he drawled in his southern accent.
The car stopped and a bushy, familiar face poked thru
the open window. "Do you know whc you are speaking to?%
it said in a gruff voice. "I don't care who ym are,
you canft cross this bridge", Adair replied. "Who's
your Commanding Officer? "Comdr. Reilly." " Well, get
him out here," the voice ordered impatientally. Adair
ctalled and Comdr. Rellly arrived shortly afterwards.

He spoke with the thwarted gentleman acquainting him
with the pecarious condition of the bridge and of the
14th's seemingly endless task of keeping it across the
stream. The Gentleman still insisted on crossing the
structure, and so Comdr. Reilly instructed the guard
to allow Admiral Halsey to go through.

The influx of shippivg provided numerous vegetables
fruits and fresb meat supplies for the galley, as well
as new clothing, shoes, candy bars, cookies, beer, coke
and cigars for all hands., We were getting much better
food, but still medical evacuations were continuing.

f\" . 4 6

an even six hundred remained at the end of Letcoer.

We lost the softball championship,as the Yark «-
the World Series back home. Chief W.P."Pagpy' (larz
segan an electrical school , for his crew and strers
=no were interested in becoming familiar with for
mrinciples. The water produced and consumed by “h
Zattalion and its customers in the Koli krea, scarsd
1,587,600 gal. during the month. Classes in Judc were
conducted in the theatre area, by Chief Specialist £
wOBe

-
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As the first anniversary of our stay approached,l
the weather was cloudy and rain fell at frequent inter
vals. Comdr. Heilly inspected the Oxygen Plant at Lung
dovember 2nd, and upon his return at noon all officers
wore summoned to Battalion Headguarters. In a few min-
utes; the camp was well aware of the news received, Ou
srders had at long last arrived and we were to leave
tne Island within a few days.

Word was radioed to the Beaufort Bay group to re
at once, but this was already being done as the road
had at last; in spite of adverse conditionsn been com-
pleted. It was 3,000 feet long, and 15 to 18 feet in
width, 1,000 feet of the job had been ceral surfaced.
The average grade was 10%, the maxium 17%, In additicr
to this work, a 2% mile road had been bulldozed to a
water point for future use by our forces and other im-
provements were left as the men gladly turned toward
f¢li and the hurried efforts of packing.

Comdr. Reilly called a meeting of all hands in t
theatre area, on the evening of November 2nd, to make
short speech, outlining our next few days schedule. 4
dispatch from Commander Service Squadron, South Pacifi
‘¢ Cormander Naval bases, Forward frea received at Lun
vas given him on his visit to NOB. All details were
secured, packing was begun at once, and we will try to
beoready ab the end of three days, he said. Appreciaty
"I the men's accomplishments was also given,

Officers of the élst CB's arrived in camp to tak
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work at the Nalimbu River Bridge, the camp facilities,
gequipment and materials on hand. The lack of transporta-
tion and the urgency of our departure preclude any moving
of this by the battalion. Guards were posted around the
camp by them ard in a few days, we were only occupied in
2leaning up owr individual areas, taking some military
training and awaiting the day of departure.

At 0330, the mcrning of November 8th, all hands
chowed, lashed their gear, and boarded trucks of the 2nd
Aviation Marine Engrs. for the last ride out of our home
this past year, to the docks at Koli Point. We arrived
there shortly after 0800. A grey object, heading directly
for us, was steaming from across the Sealark Channel,
Soon our packs on our backs, infantry gear and all; we
were headed towards it; off shore in pontoon barges. The
battalion gear, jeeps and trucks accompanying us, were
lcaded by the Lth Special CBfs. At approximately 15320,
the anchor was lifted and 25 officers and 595 enlisted
men, about 605 of the initial landing force, set sail for
Pearl Harbor, after spending a year and four days on
Guadalcanal,

As the green clad pattern studded island faded away,
everycne was lining the rails to see the last cf this
much contested bit of land. There visible as the tides
pernitted, were the overturned hulk of the latest enemy
casualty, a cargc vessel hit during a raid in October
and further up the ccast; were the beached renains of a
once powerful enemy task force, which was the target of
cur fleet that glowing night of November 12th. Yes, there
were some pleasant memories, but there were many mcre
unpleasant ones. lay we never return to this patch of
land in the great Pacific,

November lith, found us in the harbor of New Hebrides i

Islands, a vastly improved base since our appearance there
in 1942, More of our men, who had been evacuated tc this
point, were picked up before sailing again. The great
nunber of carriervs, cruisers and ships of all types in
this harbor, gave one ap assuring frame of mind.

Thanksgiving was spent at the sea with a chicken
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dirmer and trimmings; equal to the best aboard, The
was fairly calm, sailing was good. Sun bathing, ocezs—
ional movies and the not toc crowded condition af cur
ship; the USS Lew Wallace; made the journey a fairly
comfortable one, The ship's Chaplain; a youns enterpr: =|
ing human sort of a fellow, did all in his power to mz’
us enjoy the voyage.

On the morning of November 27th, we prepared our
packs and gear for debarking at Pearl Harbor, clearly
visible ahead in the early morning hours. Our ship, aft
awaiting a pilot, preceeded to dock in the Navy Yard. A
we awaited orders to debark, a limousine arrives at the
dock below our gangway, and Lt. Comdr. J.J.Delaney boar
ed ship and entered the Captain's cabin. In several min
utes the Master Sergeant in charge of the troops appear.
ed and gave Chief J.J. Quinn; the orders to unpack, as
we were going on th San Francisco with the ship. This w.
smilingly confirmed by Lt. Comdr. Callanan a few minute
later. The joy quite apparent, as shouting, hooping and
hollering spread with the news around the deck below,

Liberty for all hands was given the following two
days, and we were again able to see whay civilization
looked like., In the meantime our mail was located and
our Christmas packages began arriving in quantity. Pear:
Harbor was well on its way to being repaired after 7th,
December. Only two ships were visible in the harbor
which were being  salvaged. Admiral Cotter, Chief of the
Pacific Division, BuDocks, came aboard and mingled with
the men one morning, warning us all to stay with the Le
Wallace as she was heading where we wanted to go.

November 30th, tugs approached and towed us out to
sea, for the last leg of our journey home. The weather
was cold and peacoats were welcome topside, Anti-Air-
craft target practice and heavy gunfire were activities
the first afternoon out. There were several other ships
in the convoy, but few remained with us all the way in.

Several stormy days bounced our lightly loaded ves-
sel around mercilessly, but we did finally glimpse the
Faroe Island at San Francisco's harbor outer entrance.
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slowly thru the mine fields, single file, until the
Gelden Gate Bridge appeared out of the fog. Noise and
excitement were high and soon we were under the bridge
and nearing our pier. This was December 1llth.

Apparently we had been expected, for a band was

playing as we neared the mooring position and the gangway

was upped to the deck, Waves, our first to see; Rad
Cross ladies and officials from Camp Parks were on hand
to welccme us. A radio annowmcer interviewed the first
man to come down the gang plank and everyone seemed

happy.

Fresh milk, domts, hersheys and coffee were
served at the Mobile Canteen; at the foot of the gang-
way, Western Union representatives were on hand te
receive telegrams and busses driven by pretty young
ladies awaited cur entrance. The long ride thru the
streets 0f Oakland and out into the valley, required
over an hour, but at 2000, we were eating a steak
dimner in one of the cleanest mess halls we had been
in. Home at last and glad of it.

We bedded down in quonset huts for several days
while we acguired clothes, turned in gear, got raile-
road tickets and awaited leave papers, but by 15th of
Dezember, all had departed for hame and a real Christ-
mas and a year's celebraticn with their families and
loved ones before returning once again to the war
aczross the Blue Pacific and another Island Y"X".

Norris W. Woldy

#% FINIS **
¥

San Francisco to Port Hueneme .............
Port Hueneme to Noumea .............c.......
Noumea to Tongatabu .......... cecsaaenens .
Tongatabu to Espirito Santos ......ccevevee.
Espirito Santos to Port Vila Efsti ........
Noumea to Espirito Santos ..ceevveesnncess
Espirito Santos to Koli Point ..eecvvevven..
Espirito Santos to Pearl Harbor ..........
Pearl Harbor to San Francisco .
Pearl Harbor to Emiwetok ......cuiveciceees
Eniwetok to Siapan .....cioeceeaiencaanas
Salpan to Oldnawa .eeeeeceevvncnceovenenn
Okinawa to Pearl Harbor ....veeevcecees.
Okinawa to San Francisco ....ciccevavenes

(Great circle route )

36;
209
237
9
12
K1C
561
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14™ Naval Construction Battalion,

July 1942 — April 1946

The 14" U.S. Naval Construction Battalion (NCB) was commissioned on
14 July 1942 at the Naval Construction Training Center, Camp Allen, Norfolk,
Virginia. It was immediately transferred to Camp Bradford near Little Creek,
Virginia, for further training. After short stays at Davisville, Rhode Island, and
Oakland, California, the 14" NCB embarked for the Pacific Theater of
Operations, arriving in November 1942 at Guadalcanal, British Solomon Islands.
At Guadalcanal the battalion’s principal occupation was airfield construction.
During its year there the Seabees endured frequent Japanese bombing raids,
bad weather (including high humidity, torrential rains, and mud), and tropical
diseases. Before the 14" Battalion’s sojourn on Guadalcanal ended, 40 percent
of its personnel had been evacuated due to disease and operational fatigue.

In November 1943 the 14" NCB was finally returned to the continental
United States for rest and retraining, arriving at Camp Parks near Oakland,
California, on 11 December. The battalion remained at Camp Parks for 10
months, recuperating, learning new skills, and replacing personnel who had been
detached because of iliness and fatigue.

In October 1944 the 14™ NCB departed from Camp Parks for its second
deployment to the Pacific, arriving at Pearl Harbor, Territory of Hawaii, on 29
October. In Hawaii the battalion worked on the construction of the Marine Corps
Air Station at Ewa and the Barber’s Point Naval Air Station.

I March 1945 the 14" Battalion left Pearl Harbor for Saipan in the
Marianas, where it staged for the invasion of Okinawa. At Saipan the battalion
was divided into two echelons. The first echelon, comprising 21 officers and 719
enlisted men, left Saipan around 20 April 1945 and arrived at Okinawa on the
29" while combat was still raging. The remainder of the battalion moved forward
to Okinawa at the end of May. At Okinawa the battalion built roads, repaired
bridges, and constructed harbor facilities, frequently dodging bullets from
Japanese snipers, who continued to harass American troops until their
government surrendered in August. One battalion member was killed in action
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in May when his bridge-repair party was ambushed by enemy soldiers. The 14"
Naval Construction Battalion remained at Okinawa for the early months of the
postwar period building facilities for the occupation forces. It was disestablished
on 12 April 1946 at Okinawa.

Prepared by:

NAVFAC Historian’s Office
Port Hueneme, CA
May 2004
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14 July 1942
22 Aug 1942
27 Aug 1942

7 Sep 1942
9 Sep 1942
29 Sep 1942

1942)
1942)

16 Qct
19 Oct

4 Nov 1242
5 Nov
8 Nov

27 Hov

29 MNev
<0 Dec
23 Dec 1942
9 Nov
27 Nov
20 Nov
11 Dec

21 Ccot
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5 14TH ‘gﬁl} Cw-:STRUGTIOP’ BATTAI ION

‘Battalion :t‘or 2 H?UTQ,/C&BP A}}.en, Norfolk,

Transferred to Camp Bradford, Norfolk, Va,

Departed ABD, Davisvills, R, I, for embarkation point.
Arrived Cakland, Calif,

Departed Oaki.and for Port Hueneme,

Seiled from Port Hueneme for overseas destinetion,
Arrived Nouzea,

AY Woumea, the 14th CB was split into 2 sections the 1st

section aesnw‘-*zg on these iniez for Guadaleanal,
1st Section arrived Gusdslcansl,
2nd Section departed Noumea,

arrived =

2nd Section spiritu Sanio,

deparisd Zspiritu Santo,
Espiritu Santls,

2nd Ssction
remained at

2nd Section avrived Guadalecanal,

Rear echelon cf 2nd Sectinn departed Zspiritu Santo,

Rear schelon of Z2nd Section arrivad Gualslcanel,

The 14%th CB completa departed Gusdaleanal,

Arrived Pearl Harbor,

Daparted Pearl Harbor for the U, S,

Arrived Caxp Parks,

o

Located Qitinava,

A vmaw 4 Fapmal
v ig bazad 'm Informatisn 2vailabla in +ka
S st ‘33««»me.
nmal

45 men of thls sectlcn
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RESTRIC 2y ‘
ITINERARY OF THE }4TH CONSTRUCTION BATTALION (SPECIAL) o
10 Sep 1943 . Trensferyed from Camp Peary, Williamsburg, Va., to Port Hna§ Calif,
30 Sep 1943 . Pirlst echelon departed U, S,

3 Oct 1943 ~ First echelon arrived Pearl Harbor,

7 Oct 1943 - Second echelon arrived Pearl Harbor, Date of departure ubimown,
3 Nov 1943 - 243 men and 6 officers left Honolilu.
10 Nov 1943 - Arrived Fuse Futi, | -
12 ﬁo‘v 1943 . 109 men and 3 officers left Hondlulu,
18 Hov 1943 - Arrived Funa Futi,

4 Jan 1944 - The 14th GB(Sp) is eplit up ms follows: The greater part of the
battalion is messigned to ABRD, Iroquois Point, One Unit left in
two sections for Fuma Futi, the second section going on to Tarawa,

1 Feb 1944 - 179 nen &t Funa Futi,
160 men at Taraws,
380 mem at Oahu,
266 men sboard different ships on temporary assignments - used in
Marshall offensive during Januery, 20 men were alwo at Gi{lbert
offensive,

15 Mar 1944 - ComferFor advised that the two detachments at Funs Futi and Tarewa
were transferred to Xwejalein, Co, B, left Tarawa 29 Feb 1944 and
arrived Majura 3 March 1944, opersted 33 days, left 8 March 1944
and arrived Kwajlaleln 9 March 1944, Co. C left Tarawe 1 March 1944,
arrived KEwajalein 6 March 1944,

1l Jul 1844 -~ Monthly report states main operations at Pearl Harbor with two
detached sections of which no location i1s given,

1 Aug 1944 . Monthly report states operating at Pearl Harbor and Eniwetok Is, (

‘Jan 1945 - Two thip gengs of 25 men @ach returned from tempdu aboard ships that
took part in Philippine invasion, One ship gang of 25 men still
aboard ehlp,

1 Feb 1945 - Located at Pearl Harbor with 130 men in forward areag, A detachment
etill at Eniwetok,

2l Aug 1945 8 To be inactivated effective upon the disposal of all records, sccounts
and equippent.

HOTE: The above itinerary is based upon the records available in the C.B,Operations
Section of the Bureau of Naval Personnel,

5 September 1945,



14 Jul 1942
22 Aug 1942

27 Aug 1942
07 Sep 1942
09 Sep 1942
29 Sep 1942
16 Oct 1942 —
19 Oct 1942
04 Nov 1942
05 Nov 1942
08 Nov 1942
27 Nov 1942

29 Nov 1942
20 Dec 1942
23 Dec 1942
09 Nov 1943
27 Nov 1943
30 Nov 1943
11 Dec 1943
21 Oct 1944
29 Oct 1944
01 Feb 1945
Mar 1945

May 1945

01 Oct 1945
12 Apr 1946

14™ Naval Construction Battalion

Chronology

Battalion formed at NCTC, Camp Allen, and Norfolk.
Transferred to Camp Bradford, Norfolk, VA.

Departed Advance Base Depot, Davisville, R. I, for embarkation
point.

Arrived Oakland, CA.

Departed Oakland for Port Hueneme, CA.

Sailed from Port Hueneme for overseas destination.
Arrived Noumea.

At Noumea, the 14™ CB was split into 2 sections, the 1¥ section
departing on these dates for Guadalcanal.

1* Section arrived at Guadalcanal.

2 Section departed Noumea.

2™ Section arrived at Espiritu Santo.

2™ Section departed Espiritu Santo. 45 men of this section
remained at Espiritu Santo.

2" Section arrived at Guadalcanal.

Rear echelon of 2™ Section departed Espiritu Santo.

Rear echelon of 2™ Section arrived at Guadalcanal.

The 14® CB departed Guadalcanal.

Arrived at Pearl Harbor.

Departed Pearl Harbor for U. S.

Arrived at Camp Parks, CA.

Departed Camp Parks for 2™ tour of duty overseas.
Arrived at Pearl Harbor.

Battalion is located at Pearl Harbor.

Battalion is moved to Saipan.

Battalion is moved to Okinawa.

Battalion is located at Okinawa.

14™ Naval Construction Battalion is inactivated.



14" Naval Construction Battalion

Commanding Officers

Commander T. F. Reilly, Jr., CEC, USN
Lieutenant Commander C. A. Callanan, CEC, USN
Commander T. F. Reilly, Jr., CEC, USN
Commander C. J. Simandl, CEC, USN

14 Jul 1942 — 15 Dec 1943
15 Dec 1943 — 20 Feb 1944
20 Feb 1944 — 15 Jul 1945
15 Jul 1945 - 12 Apr 1946
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