13" Naval

Construction
Battalion

Historical
Information

“Construimus, Batuimus”
“We Build, We Fight”
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11 mmAmATION 2ND_EMBARKATION N
BO¥C_ -  Korfolk _- NOTC ~ Parks :
ABD “~ - Hugnetfe, (left & Aug'42) ABD - Hueneme
Reedy Date T 23 Aug'42 Ready Date - 13 May'44
Teft ABD ~ - 15 Rag'42 Left ABD - 9 Jun'44
dastTn  tion - Duteh HaThor. Locetion - Lior-6-Simier Oklnawa

(at Duten Hbr. 26 Aug'4? to 15 Aug'43)
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13+n CB is complete at NOB Dutch Harbor. (1st Brig. report 4-30-43)
13th CB at Dutch Harbor. (Com 13 to ComAlSec dtd 6-21-43 - Secret Disp.)
13th €B return to U.S, 1 Sep'4d approved. (VCNO Secret Disp. 041254 Aug to ComAlSec
13th CB arrived U.S. on Chanmont, now at ¥Yort Lawton swaiting transportation to
Camp Parks. (Conf. dispatch 192023 Aug Com 13 to VCNO)

13§h ?B ?rrivad Hueneme from Parks 4 May'44. (01nC disp. to RDO Wagh., 041921
5 Maytyq
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13th CB left ABD Hueneme 9 Jun'44 for 2nd embarkation. (WEK)

13th 01)3 was received by the :nd Brig. during Jun'44. (2nd Brg. monthly report for
Jun'44

13th CB report for 1 Jul'44 - operating at NAS Honolulu (Keehi Lagoon) on Oahu,

1 Aug'44 report of 13%th CB - operating 2%t Keehi Legoon, Oshu,

13th and 135th CBs to be moved sbout 13 Oct. to Tinian (approx 1528 mem); approx.
700 men, remeinder of 13th and 135th, to be booked for casusl shipment to LIRP.

(Sec. Disp. 22 Sep from Cincpoa to CNO 220045 NCR 5757)
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13th C.B.

Chronologicel History of the lst Brigade:

42 - Arrived Dutch Harbor from V.S.
43 - Detaochment left D.H, for U.S,.

14 Jul'43 - Det. of 3 off. & 24 men arrived D.E. from

Akutan.

(Com 17 Sec. 1tr umv{nz-l/m over 50/3b over Ser 0096 to

Budocks

dtd 6 Hovlad
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13th C.B.

4,

P B T 1 Sep!4d4d report of 13th 0B - operating ot NAS i ; *\.
Report endorsed by 3rd Regimen}i. % A3 Honoluls (Keeht Trgoon) , 9k
10~27-44 - Upon eybarkation, the 17th CRB is deteched from the 3rd Reg. and 2Znd Brig. end
ordered to report to the 6th Brig. (0inC of Hawmiien AreaaNc Brigrdes ngf. ltr.
tnd HTQ.B-{}S-HCB/fnf over P16-4/00/MM Ser. 8046 to the 0inC of the 13th 0B dtd 23 Sep'44)
K - e 13th CB arrived Peorl Hbr, 16 Jun'44. Secured =11 projects as of 23 Sep'44
nrior 4o embarking for the next station.(The 13th CB wes st Dutch Hbr 26 Aﬁg‘4?
tc? 15 Aug'43).(Dirpacdocks Pearl Hbr, Sec, ser. ON%84 to Bndock: atd 14 Oct'4d ’
. ﬁlstorio§1 date on Advance Bases of 13th CB), o ] N
12-13-44 - 1 Hov:% report of 13th CB - Batt embarked for Islend X on 29 Sent44d and debarked
102944 - la;e ii': 42 present location on 34 Oct'44, )
o | report of 13th CB - No info on location. BReport endorsed by 30th Reg.
- - 1 Dec'44 report of the 30th Reg. - The rear echelon of 4 officers and 166 men off
2 6as ;h;a:?:g 2§Pz:fo§§eihi91§:;'gg. An additional draft of 15 men reported 29 Nov'44.
. 30th Rectere, no info on location. Report endorsed by the
- St -

1 Feb'45 report of the 13th CB - location not
" T : 4 given, Report endorsed by 30th Reg.
3-16-45 g&,comemac requests earliest possible April shipping of the 1lth, 35th, }éath. ©

and 80th CBs to Samar. (Comservpac Sec Disp 132333 dtd 14 Mar'4b to@onnorv?fltﬂ@%
ComFwdArea nominates 117th and 135th CBs for mounting estimated 26 May, 13th CB
i:;nount;ing estimated 36 June. Pending CincPoa approval, these 3 CBs authorized
ase from present duties 3 wks prior to mounting date for rohabiiitati
on and
recutfitting. (ComPwdArea Sec Disp 130943 Mar'45 to Cincpoa and Comservpac)

5"16""% -

Location - g i -

3-29-45 - 1 Mar'45 report of the 13th CB - loecnted at Pinien. Report emd. by 30th Reg.

4=24-45 - 1 Apr'46 report of the 13th GB - located at Tinian. End. by 30 Reg & 6th Brig.

4-25-45 - 1 Apr'45 report of the 30th Reg. - The 13th CB has been alerted =nd is relieved
of all duties on 6 May'45.

4-25-45 - 13th OB listed as scheduled for BIVEB. Approx ETD April. (Comservpac Sec ltr
Ser 001581 dtd 11 Apr'45 to ComFwdAresCenPac)

B- 3-45 - The 13th OB ie located at Tinian. Assigned Okinawa. (Dirpacdocks 5.F. Sec Rep
of 15 Apr'45)

5-2db-45 -~ 1 May'45 report of the 30th Reg. - Alerting of the 13th and 135th CBs has been

modified by directives recd from higher authority. Lifting date has now beern
set for 4 Jul'45. Work atops 13 Jun'45.

5-29-45 - "1 May'45 report of 13th @B - located at Tinlan. Report end. by 30th Reg & 6th Brig.

‘6-7-45 ~ The 13th OB detached from present duty. Froceed in secord with shipping instr
and report to Comdr Const Troops AFQ 33l. (Comservpac sec disp 042341 Jun'45 to
Com Mariannas)

G-27-45 - 1 Jun'45 report of the Z0th Reg - The 13th (B has 30 offers & 1054 men on board for
the month of May'45, § men were temp detached 20 May'45 to report to IsCom Okinawa
t0 await arrival of remainder of Batt. The 13th OB is to secure on 5 Jun'45 prepar-
ing for forward movement.

G=27445 - 1 Jun'45 report of 13th CB - located at Tinian. Report end by 30th Reg & 6th Brig.

7.23-45 - The 13th CB detached from the 30th Reg and 6th Brg on 5 July. Of'dere to proce
to CCT APO 331. (6th Brg conf orders ser (0158) dtd 5 July to 0inC 13th CB)

7-25-45 - The 13th OB assigned to the 17th Reg end 8th Brg effectiwe 10 July. (CCT APO

321 sec report on assignment of CB units ser 897 dtd 10 July to all CB activities
assigned COT APO 331)
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wocntion ~ Skinwawe (enwewhe) 12th C,B,

7@ L Jul'4b report of the 30tk Reg - Construction activities of the 13th CB secured
or. 10 June and batt moved in to a military treining program. 1 off, and 4 meén
temp Getsched 2B June to repert to the Bth Brg st Okinawa for temp addtl duty.
These mer will report back to the Batt upon its arrivel at Okinawa.

1 Jul'4s renort of the 1%th CP - no info on locetion. Report via 30th Reg md
6th Bre.

o .
o lim el -

s Lesiy -« Uhe 12th OB reported 17 July to the 37th Reg for duty. (37th Reg conf end ser
027 «dtd 18 Jul on 6th Brg orders ser 0158 dtd 5 July to 13th CB)
dmslien - 1 3ept'sE report of 13th CB. Located at Okinawn. Heport vie 37th deg « 8th 3Brig.
L0-11-45 - 1 Oct'45 report of 13th CB. Located at Okinawa. Report vie 37th Reg. & 8th Brig.
l0-31-45 - For consolidation purposes request inactivation when directed by CNOB, Okinawa the
13th CB. (Comdr.,NOB, Okinawa conf disp 291147 Oct'45 to Comservpac).

12-4-45 - Comservpac reqs NOB, Okinawa to inmctivate 13th CB. (Comservpac spdltr ser 5800
dtd 13 Nov'45 to CNOB, Okinewa).

1 Nov'45 report of 13th CB - located #t Okinewa, Report via 37th Reg. & 8th Brg.
Inactivation of 12th CB was completed on 5 Dec'45. (0inC, 8th Brig. ltr ser 3125
dtd 6 Dec'4b).

12-12-45 -
1-13-46 -

TROAATI AT

e I
e DATE FPICERS MEN AUTHORI

30 Jun'44 20 1086 Recap.

1 Aug'44 31 1063 MoR

1 3ep'4d 30 1078 MoR
30 Sep'd4 1063 Bscap

1 Oct'44 30 1063 MoR

1 Dec'4s 30 1079 REP625 & MoR
1 Jan'45 31 1079 MoR

1 Pev'45 31 1076

1 Mar'45 20 1072 SR

1 Apr'45 30 1069 BNP625 & MoR
1 May'45 1045 BEP625

1 Jun'45 1) 1054 BYP625 & R
1 Jul'4s 30 Rater

1 Aug'4b 1008 BNP625

1 Sent!'ds 990 BEP625

1 Oct'45 28 903 BNP625 & R
1 Nov'45 16 729 BNP635 & R
1 Dea'45 16 484 BNP625 & R

13th Construction Battalion { THAN L TVaiRm)
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Declassified


HISTORY OF THE 13TH NAVAL CONSTRUCTION BATTALION,
JULY 1942 - SPRING 1945

First Tour of Duty: Alaska

The 13th U.S. Naval Construction Battalion (NCB), known colloquially
as the "Black Cat Battalion," was commissioned on 13 July 1942 at Camp Allen,
Norfolk, Virginia. The first officer in charge (OIC) was LCDR Charles E.
Tackels, CEC, USNR, of Detroit, Michigan. The executive officer was LT Frank
B. Campbell, CEC, USNR, of Washington, D.C. After a short training period at
Camp Bradford, Little Creek, Virginia, the 13th NCB entrained for Port Hueneme,
California, arriving on 13 August. The battalion stayed at Hueneme only two
days and then entrained for Bremerton, Washington. On 18 August they boarded
the U.S.5. Chaumont and found that their destination was Dutch Harbor, Alaska.
After an uneventful 8-day trip -- the first sea voyage for many of the men ~-

they disembarked at their destination on 26 August.

On arrival, they found that their first duty was unloading their ship:
No stevedore battalions had yet been formed in the Seabees. 1In 1942 Dutch
Harbor was the vital point in the defense of Alaska. Just a short time earlier,
the Japanese had raided the harbor, so the battalion's first project was
digging trenches and other defensive work. American strategy called for Dutch
Harbor to be a giant supply base, serving as a springboard for an attack on
the enemy, then in possession of Kiska and Attu in the Aleutians. The battalion
promptly took up their part in this work. Docks were built, warehouses and
other frame structures constructed, and the divers in the battalion did consid-
erable underwater work in the harbor. One of the chief projects was constructing

wooden barges used to supplement shipping and to supply many remote outposts.

On 20 September 1942 the Western Alaska Construction Regiment —— the
first construction regiment formed in the Seabees -- was commissioned, and the
13th NCB was attached to this regiment. On 20 December LT Campbell, the
executive officer, was detached; and LT(jg) Ormonde I. Jackson, CEC, USNR,

assumed his duties. As the vital installations were completed, the men of the
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13th NCB turned their efforts to building recreational facilities for all the
service personnel at Dutch Harbor, including a large theater, various athletic
courts, showers, pool and billiard rooms, and a solarium. A regimental hospital
was constructed, with bomb shelters for the patients and an underground opera-
ting room, As a regimental project, the 13th NCB helped construct a marine
railway. While on this tour of duty, the battalion also earned many commendations

for helping to repair Navy warships.

On 24 April 1943 the lst Naval Construction Brigade was commissioned in
Alaska, with Commodore (then Commander) Robert H. Meade, CEC, USN, as commanding
officer. LCDR Charles E. Tackels, our first 0IC, was detached from the battalion
to assume the duties of commander of the lst Naval Construction Regiment, the
name having been changed from Western Alaska Construction Regiment. LCDR (then
Lieutenant) Emory G. Singletary, CEC, USNR, of Greensboro, North Carolina, was

appointed 0IC of the battalion.

In the spring of 1943, a group of men were temporarily detached from the
battalion for duty at Akutan, Alaska. Here they built a coaling station for
Russian ships plying Alaskan waters and also constructed the usual housing
facilities for American personnel there. Many officers and men of the 13th NCB
were temporarily detached from the battalion for regimental, brigade, and
advance-base construction depot duties. While on these details, they designed
the Armed Forces Radio Station (WXLC) and had a hand in designing most of the

installations at the harbor.

On 7 August 1943 the men of the 13th NCB learned that they were going
home, and on 13 August they sailed again on board the U.S.S. Chaumont, arriving
at Fort Lawton, Seattle, Washington,on 18 August. From Fort Lawton they
traveled to Camp Parks, Pleasanton, California, where they arrived on 21 August.
After a 30-day leave the battalion returned to camp and settled down to a long
period of military and technical training. During these months the battalion
undertook some construction to expand and improve Camp Parks. Mainly, however,
the men were occupied at military drills, special weapons classes, the rifle

ranges, and similar activities.

On t4 October LT Singletary was detached from the battalion, and

LCDR {(now Commander) Harold W. Hartmann, CEC, USNR, of Peoria, Illinois, became
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0IC. LT Eric Bolander, CEC, USNR, of Libertyvilie, Illinois, assumed the
duties of executive officer on 15 November because LT Jackson had been detached
from the battalion. On 6 April 1944 LCDR Hartmann was detached as OIC for
regimental duties elsewhere, and on 1 May LCDR Allan R. Carmichael, CEC, USNR,
of New Haven, Connecticut, became OIC of the 13th NCB.

The battalion celebrated Christmas at Camp Parks in 1943 and remained
there through the winter of 1944 and on into the spring. On 3 May the battalion
departed from Camp Parks for Port Hueneme, California. After reoutfitting at
Hueneme, they set sail aboard the U.S$.S. Pennant for Pearl Harbor, Hawaii,

arriving on 16 June.

Second Tour of Duty: Hawaii and Tinian

At Pearl Harbor the men of the 13th NCB were quartered at Moanaulua
Ridge, where they built a substantial part of their own camp. They were
assigned to duty at the John Rodgers Airport, between Pearl Harbor and Honolulu.
Their projects consisted of every type of construction, starting with the
moving and demolition of houses for airport expansion. The structures the men
were assigned to build were all large: an 1800-man galley and messhall, a ship's
store, barracks, cold storage houses, a laundry, and a theater. The battalion
also built a runway at the airport, and the experience working with coral would
prove useful later. At the shore line the battalion did a large amount of work
in connection with constructing seaplane ramps. The electricians put in power
and communications lines and built substations. A new type of large quonset-
hut barracks with two decks was developed and built. When the battalion
completed their assignments at John Rodgers, they received commendations from

the commanding officer of the Naval Air Station.

On 29 September the 13th NCB boarded the U.S.S. Adair for a long voyage
to Tinian, the Marianas Islands. On 8 October they reached Eniwetok and
remained there for 11 hot days, finally arriving at Tinian on 24 October after

26 days at sea.

In the fall of 1944, Tinian was being developed into a huge air station,
principally a home base for B-29's that were slated to strike at the Japanese

Empire. The harbor facilities at Tinian were small, and all cargo had to be



lightered ashore in LST's and LCM's. The Seabees could either unload their
own cargo ships or wait their turn. The men of the 13th NCB set about unloading
with any available boats and then commenced building their camp. As their
equipment and construction materials came ashore, they immediately went to work

building the air field.

The battalion reported to the 30th Naval Counstruction Regiment, of which
CDR Jonathan P. Falconner, CEC, USNR, of Seneca Falls, New York, was regimental
commander, and to the 6th Naval Construction Brigade, of which Commodore (then
Captain) Paul J. Halloran, CEC, USN, of Teaneck, New Jersey, was brigade

commander.

Building the Tinian air base was a huge project, involving the moving of
millions of yards of dirt and rock, a good portion of which had to be blasted
loose. The project called for the continuous operation of men and machines.
Because the overall strategy for Tinian required a very tight construction
schedule, several battalions had to work as a unit to meet their deadlines.

In many instances the men's individual gkills could not be utilized, and they
were forced to learn new skills to fitr themselves for the task at hand. One
of the principal functions of the 13th NCB proved to be the operation, mainte-
nance, and repair of the heavy equipment and trucks. The quick way that the
carpenters, plumbers, and ordinary seamen adapted themselves to new skills

proved again the adaptability and resourcefulness of American construction men.

Considered as a construction job, the work on Tinian would have been a
huge undertaking even in the continental U.S. Nonetheless, such a project could
not have been completed more expeditiously at home. More than 6,000 miles from
the source of supplies, with limited facilities for unloading materials, the
Tinian base was a miracle of construction. Every deadline was met ahead of
schedule. At no time did any Seabee construction project delay the Army's

strategic plans.

In addition to the large amount of work on runways and taxiways completed

by the 13th NCB, the men built service areas, drainage structures for the airport,

parts of several tamk farms, and gasoline lines for the airplanes. Out of salvaged

Japanese steel they built flak towers for the Marines' anti-aircraft guns. Working

around the clock, they built a control tower in only seven days. The engineering
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organization, in addition to their many other duties, completed a topographical
survey of the northern third of the island, identifying every installation and
geographical feature. When any men could be spared from the airport construction,
the men of the 13th NCB also built their own camp of over 100 quonset huts,
together with a mess hall, shops, theater, stores, warehouses, and a chapel.
Sanitary measures and cleanliness were constantly stressed, and there was no
disease: The numwber of men sick at any one time was negligible. In spite of

the dangerous work and the speed of construction, careful indoctrination of all

hands held job accidents to a minimum.

More than any other job the men of the 13th Naval Construction Battalion
have completed in their long tour of duty, the work on Tinian showed immediate
results. The goal was to get B-29's off the ground with a load of bombs for
Tokyo, and to keep them flying. The 13th NCB had a part in achieving this goal

and played its part with skill, energy, and distinction.

Written by an officer of the 13th NCB,
spring 1945.

Revised by the NAVFAC Historian's Office,
December 1986,
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THIRTEENTH U.S.NAVAL CONSTRUCTION BATTALION

CORRECTED ITINERARY

First Tour of Duty
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13 Jul 42 Formed at NCTC, Norfolk. . 44
15 Aug 42 Departed ABD, Hueneme for overseas. (Embarxation point
Bremerton, washington, 18 pug 42).
26 aug 42 Arrived Dutch Hartor
28 Mar 43 Echelon of Z officers and 22 men to Akutan,flaska.
5 Apr 45 Echelon of 20U men to Akutan, Aleaska.
29 Jun 43 Echelon of 20 men returned to Dutch Harbor from Akutun
30 Jun 43 A detachment of 45 men departed Dutch Harbor for the U,S,
Approximate date of arrival unkown.
14 Jul 43 Echelon of <4 men returned from Akuten,Ailsska (including
” 2 officers) rejoined battuslion
14 Aug 43 Departed Dutch Harbor for U.S.
19 fug 43 Arrived U.S.
Second Tour of Duty
9 Jun 44 Departed ABRD, Hueneme for oversess destinacion.
(&5, Toximately 605 of men on their second tour of duty)
16 Jun 44 Arrived Pearl Harbor
29 Sep 44 Departed Pearl Harbor for Tinian. Rear eczelon of 4 officers
‘ 166 men remained at Pearl Harbor. :
</, Oct 44 Arrived Tinien
19 Nov 44 Rear ecnelon of 1l,th CB arrived Tinian and rewc;m é R catvalion
Battalion operatirg at Tiniszn. ’-“-"*""4 R f‘:’:";”
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& Det ms -~ Trunsferred frem NCYC, Cenp Peary, to Quifport, Mips.
31 0ot 1943 ~ Trensferred. fros Gulfport to Fort Hususse. |

27 Bow 1943 =~ mmmm&w mha!’kpcrm:tm
’ Eﬁﬁtimﬁ '

2 Jun 1944 ~ Becond ssheien arwived Pesrl Narhor.
1 Mar 1944 - Battalion operating a% Oshu,
1 Jum 1944 - Firvst eohalen left Iroguoie Peint.

M. Jus 1044 - Becond schelen left Irequots Petst,

27 Jul 1944 ~ Piret soholon avrived Gusm.

10 dug 194 - MMHMM hsmmamvpmm
1% sagaged in stevedoring operstions. :

1 heg 943 - Loested Gusn.
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DECLASSIFIED

2 Oct 1942 .. Transferved from WCTC, Cemp Peary, to Gulfport, Miss,.

PLAIN b

31 Oct 1943 - Transferred f rom Gulfport to Port Huenenme,

27 Hov 1943 - First echelon arrived Pearl Harber, Date of departure from Stetes

2 Jen 1944 - Second echelon arrived Fearl Harbor,

1 Haa} 1944 - Bﬁtt&li&n operating at Oshu,

1 Jun 1944 - First echelan left Iroguois Point,
18 Jun 1544 - Second echelon left Irequois Point,
27 Jul 1944 &'Pires echelon arrived Guam,

10 Auvg 1544 Second echelon o,rr.tvea Guan, Was detainsd at lnhretdck where it
-engrged in stevedoring operations,

1 Aug 1945 - Loeated Guag,

The abovwe itinerary is based on informatien available in the C. B, Operations
Section of the Bureau aof Naval Peérsonnel,

4 September 1945,

N
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13 Jul 1942
15 Aug 1942

26 Aug 1942
28 Mar 1943
05 Apr 1943
29 Jun 1943
30 Jun 1943

14 Jul 1943

14 Aug 1943
19 Aug 1943
09 Jun 1944
16 Jun 1944
29 Sep 1944

24 Oct 1944
19 Nov 1944

10 Jun 1945
17 Jul 1945
05 Dec 1945

13% Naval Construction Battalion

Chronology

Formed at NCTC Norfolk, VA.

Departed Advance Base Depot, Port Hueneme, CA, for overseas.
Embarkation point Bremerton Washington, 18 Aug 1942.
Arrived at Dutch Harbor.

Echelon of 2 officers and 22 men go to Akutan, Alaska.

Echelon of 20 men goes to Akutan, Alaska.

Echelon of 20 men return to Dutch Harbor from Akutan.

A detachment of 45 men departed Dutch Harbor for the U. S.
Approximate date of arrival unknown.

Echelon of 24 men return from Akutan, Alaska (including
officers) and rejoined the battalion.

Departed Dutch Harbor for the U. S.

Battalion arrived in U. S.

Battalion departed Advance Base Depot Port Hueneme, CA, for
overseas destination. (Approximately 60% of men on their second
tour of duty.)

Arrived at Pearl Harbor. Operated at NAS Honolulu on Oahu and
at Keehi Lagoon, Honolulu.

Departed Pearl Harbor for Tinian. Rear echelon of 4 officers and
166 men remained at Pearl Harbor.

Arrived at Tinian.

Rear echelon of 13 CB arrived at Tinian and rejoined battalion.
Battalion operating at Tinian.

Battalion secured and moves into military training program.
Battalion reported for duty with 37" Regiment on Okinawa.

13™ Naval Construction Battalion inactivated on Okinawa.



13% Naval Construction Battalion

Commanding Officers

Lieutenant Commander Charles E. Tackels, CEC, USNR
Lieutenant Emory G. Singletary, CEC, USNR

Lieutenant Commander Harold W. Hartman, CEC, USNR
Lieutenant Commander Allan R. Carmichael, CEC,
USNR

13 Jul 1942 — 24 Apr 1943
24 Apr 1942 — 14 Oct 1943
14 Oct 1943 — 06 Apr 1944
1 May 1944 — 05 Dec 19457
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