
 

“Construimus, Batuimus” 
“We Build, We Fight” 

13th Naval 
Construction 
Battalion    

Historical  
Information 



. 'I" 
'~ST EHBA..'fV.'l'ION 2ND EMBARKATION 

KO'l'~'- n·.---parkeBMO, Norfolk . 
Arm .~. ,,_ H~ErJII"e. ( 1eft 9 Aug t 42) Arm - Hueneme 

'itef'..ciy Dat e .>~.~-~ Aug' 42 Ready Date - 13 M1'\yl44 

T,eft A:8l>- .'~ - 15.bg I 42 Left ABD 9 Jun'44 

J,est1'n' ti()n - Duteh H:\?'bOit!.. Location - ~~R- ••~.'" Okinawa 

(at Dutch Hhr. ~)6 Au~'42 to 15 Aug'43) 

4-30..4~ - 13";~ OB is complete et NOB DIltoh Harbor. (lat Brig. report 4-30-43)
7- 1-43 _ 13th 0:8 at Dutch Harbor. (Oom 13 to 00sA.1880 dtd 6-21...43 ... Secret Diap.) 
ti-l0-43- 13th 013 return to U.S. 1 Sep'43 approved. (vevo Seoret Disp. 041254 Aug to ComA1Sec 
9- 1-43 - 13th CB errived U.S. on Obanmoat, now at 'ort Lawton awaiting tren9port~tion to 

Camp Parke. (Oont. dispatch 193023 Aug Oom 13 to VOBO) 

5..1'7-44 - 13th CB erri ved Hueneme from PI'I.rk8 4 Msy'44. (OlnO diap. to ROO Wsah •• 041921 


5 Mpy t 44) 
. - - - ~ - ~ - - - - - - - - - ~- - - ~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
13th on lett ADD Hueneme 9 Jun'44 for and embarkation. (WBK) 

13th CB WAa reoei Ted by the;~nd Brig. during Jun' 44. ( and Erg. month1, report for 

Jun l 44) 


8-10-44 - 13th CB report for 1 Jul' 44 - operat tag at )lAS Honolulu (Ieehi Lagoon) on Oahu. 

8-30-44 - 1 Aug'44 rel)ort of 13th Cll - operating at Keehi Lagoon, Oahu. 

9-2.5-44 - 13th and 135th CBs to be mOTed about 13 Oct. to Tillian (approx 1528 _); approx. 


700 men. remaInd.er of 13th and 135tb. to be booked for casual sh1pm~nt to LIRP. 
(Sec. Disp. 22 Sep from C1ncpoa to CND 220045 NCR 5'757) 

l.§th 0.1. 

·iroc the Ohronological History of the 1st Br~: 
26 A'U,£'42 - Arr1ved Da.tch Harbor trOll U.S. 

30 Jun'43 _ DetQchment left n.B. for U.S. 

14 Jul'43 - Det. of 3 off. " 24 Ilen arr1ftCl D.l!. froll 


Akutan.. 

14 Aug'43 _ 13th CB lett D.R. for U.S. 


(Com 1'1 Sec. ltr ND17!JJ.2-1!L'1 over r;o/ab over Ser 0096 to 

Budoalta dtd 6 HOT'44) 
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13th C.B. 
.\,. 

1 ,-1 ~-44 - 1 5epl44 report of l;<,th OB - operat ing c.t NAS Honolulu (lCeehi L8goon), Ocl!.u. 
Report ~ndorsed by 3rd Regiment. 

1:)- ;.7-44 - Upon embark!"l.tion» the l~th CB is detBched from the 3rd Reg. Hnd dnd Brig. and. 
ordE"red to report to the 6th Brig. (OinO of HaW!-\iian Area NO Brigp.des Conf. ltr. 
RAB-OS-HCB/fnf over P16-4/oo/MM Ser. 6046 to the DinC of the 13th OB dtd ~3 Sppt44) 

1l-~-44 -- The 13th CB [l.rr1.v~d Pf"v.r1 RbI'. 16 JUJ1·44. Secured "n projects as 01' 23 Sep '44 
"'lrior to er:1!)arkine for the next station.(The 13th Oli we.S at Dutch Hbr 26 Aug'42 

to 15 Aug'43).(Dirpacdocl:-~ Pearl RbI'. Sec. aero 00384 t') .Budock1 (I,td 14 Oct '44 
HistoriC':t1 rl13.tv on Advance Base!!! of 13th OB). 

ld-13-44 - 1 Nov'4i report of 13th OB - Batt embarked for blend X on as S~t44 and debarked 
at It'. pre8ent location on 34 Oot'44. 

1.;d-29-44 - 1 Deo'44 report of 13th CB - No info on location. Report endorsed b, 30th Reg. 
1-10-45 - 1 Dec' 44 report of the 30th Reg. - The rear echelon of 4 oftieers aDd 166 men 011 

the 13th OB reported 19 Nov'44. An additional draft ot 15 men reported 29 Nov l 44. 
2- 6-45 - 1 Jan'45 report of the 13th C13 - no info on location.. Report endor.ed by the 

30th Regiment .. 
3- 3-45 - ,1 Fe~'45 report of the 13th 013 - location not given. Report endorsed b1 30th Reg. 
3-16-45 - f!-~'flOOll.enpac reque.h earlle.t poesible April ehippiDg of the lUll, 3f$tA. 68th. .11lt 

, _d 80th OB. to Samar. {Oomsenpac Sec Dlap 132333 dtd 14 Mar'45 toCom.erT1tlt~t-
3-16-45 - Oolll.JlwdArea adiDate. ll?lll 8.Jld 1315th OB. tor aouating ••ttaat4Ml 26 1a7, 13th em 

tor ..antinc e.ti_ted 1il6 .T.e. PeD4iag OiacPoa approTal. the.. 3 CB. autborind. 
relea.. from pre••t duti•• 3 wk. prior to "WltiDg date tor rehabilitation 8Ild 
reoutfitttDg. (OomrwdArea Sec Diap 130943 Mar'45 to Oincpoa 8Dd Oom••rvpac) 

13th O.B. 
. ' " ..-"~'- , 

3-29-45 
4-24.-45
4-~5-45 

http:endor.ed


....0 cr. tbn - Gki.m.aw::, ( ••••h) 13th O,B. 
7·~;~9~·15··- 1 ,Tul'45 report of the 30tl': Reg - Oonstruction activities of the 13th 013 secured 

on 10 June and batt moved in to ~ military tre1nine program. 1 off. and 4 nrec, 
temp (tethl~hed an June to report to the 8th Erg at Okinawa for temp ll.ddtl duty. 
These men will report bnck to the Batt upon its arrival at Okinawa. 

- 1 .Ju1 14·5 ren0!"t of the 13th. OR - no info on locetion. RAport via 30th Reg rod 

6th Brg• 


. - i....;,;) - 'l'he 13th CB reported 17 July to the 37th Reg for duty. (37th Reg conf end ser 

vG7 .ltd 18 Jul on 6th Brg orders ser 0158 dtd 5 July to 13th 013) 


.i_;;I.J--,lj - 1 3ent' 'i-t reuort o:::~ 13th :JB. Loc~).ted at OldnRvrI'. rl.e;);:)rt via 37th riE'!g ~ 8th 5rig. 
LO-1l-45 - 1 Oc1; l 45 rep~rt of 13th CB. Located at OkiDawa. Rep~rt vie 37th Reg. & 8th Brig. 
10-31-45 - For consolidation purposes requeet inactivation when directed by ONO!. Okinawa the 

13th CB. (Comdr••NOB, Okinawa con! disp a91147 Oct'45 to Comaervp&c). 
1:::-4-45 - Comserypa.c reqa NOB. Okinawa. to inactivate 13th OB. (Comservpac apd1tr ser 5800 

dtd 13 Nov'45 to CNOB. Okinawa). 
12-1tJ-45 - 1 Noy'45 report of l~th C:e - looated ."'t Okinawa. Report via 37th Reg. & 8th Brg. 

1-11-46 - Inactivation of 13th CB was completed on 5 Dec'45. (OinO. 8th Brig. Itr ser 3125 
dtd 6 Dec' 45). 

_. _____ M •• ____-~. _~,",- ... --~.._- -..-- - . _. -"-- --.-,.~-.~------

QB' !QARD 
D.A.TlI ODIOUS AUTBORI!(I!m!-,~ '
30 Jua'44 30 1066 Recap. 
1 AugI44 31 106:; Moll 
1 Sep'44 30 10'78 MoR 

30 Sep'44 1063 liscap 
1 Oct'44 30 106~ MoR 
1 Dec'44 30 1079 DP625 ,. MoR 
1 Jan'40 31 1079 MoR 
1 Peb'45 31 1076 
1 Mar'45 30 1072 ~gl 

1 Apr'45 ao 1069 BNPS25 " 1101. 
lllq'46 1045 DP62B 
1 Jun'4l5 00 1054 BlIP6215 All 
1 Jul'45 30 I.tatter 
1 .A.ug'45 1008 BNP625 
1 Sent t '*5 990 m:PS25 
1 Oct'45 as 903 BNPS25 &: R 
1 Noy l 45 lS 729 BNP625 & R 
1 Deo'45 16 484 BNP625 & R 

13th Oon8truction BattallOJ1 (HJA."',iIVA.Tiiln ) 

http:Gki.m.aw
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HISTORY OF THE 13TH NAVAL CONSTRUCTION BATTALION, 

JULY 1942 - SPRING 1945 

First Tour of Duty: Alaska 

The 13th U.S. Naval Construction Battalion (NCB)~ known colloquially 

as the "Black Cat Battalion," was commissioned on 13 July 1942 at Camp Allen, 

Norfolk, Virginia. The first officer in charge (OIC) was LCDR Charles E. 

Tackels, CEC, USNR~ of Detroit, Michigan. The executive officer was LT Frank 

B. Campbell, CEC, USNR, of Washington, D.C. After a short training period at 

Camp Bradford, Little Creek, Virginia, the 13th NCB entrained for Port Hueneme, 

California, arriving on 13 August. The battalion stayed at Hueneme only two 

days and then entrained for Bremerton, Washington. On 18 August they boarded 

the U.S.S. Chaumont and found that their destination was Dutch Harbor~ Alaska. 

After an uneventful 8-day trip -- the first sea voyage for many of the men -

they disembarked at their destination on 26 August. 

On arrival, they found that their first duty was unloading their ship: 

No stevedore battalions had yet been formed in the Seabees. In 1942 Dutch 

Harbor was the vital point in the defense of Alaska. Just a short time earlier, 

the Japanese had raided the harbor, so the battalion's first project was 

digging trenches and other defensive work. American strategy called for Dutch 

Harbor to be a giant supply base, serving as a springboard for an attack on ( 
the enemy, then in possession of Kiska and Attu in the Aleutians. The battalion 

promptly took up their part in this work. Docks were built. warehouses and 

other frame structures constructed, and the divers in the battalion did consid

erable underwater work in the harbor. One of the chief projects was constructing 

wooden barges used to supplement shipping and to supply many remote outposts. 

On 20 September 1942 the Western Alaska Construction Regiment -- the 

first construction regiment formed in the Seabees -- was commissioned~ and the 

13th NCB was attached to this regiment. On 20 December LT Campbell, the 

executive officer, was detached; and LT(jg) Ormonde I. Jackson, CEC, USNR, 

assumed his duties. As the vital installations were completed, the men of the 
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13th NCB turned their efforts to building recreational facilities for all the 

service personnel at Dutch Harbor, including a large theater, various athletic 

courts, showers, pool and billiard rooms, and a solarium. A regimental hospital 

was constructed, with bomb shelters for the patients and an underground opera

ting room. As a regimental project, the 13th NCB helped construct a marine 

railway. While on this tour of duty, the battalion also earned many commendations 

for helping to repair Navy warships. 

On 24 April 1943 the 1st Naval Construction Brigade was commissioned in 

Alaska, with Commodore (then Commander) Robert H. Meade, CEC, USN, as commanding 

officer. LCDR Charles E. Tackels, our first OIC, was detached from the battalion 

to assume the duties of commander of the 1st Naval Construction Regiment, the 

name having been changed from Western Alaska Construction Regiment. LCDR (then 

Lieutenant) Emory G. Singletary, CEC, USNR, of Greensboro, North Carolina, was 

appointed OIC of the battalion. 

In the spring of 1943, a group of men were temporarily detached from the 

battalion for duty at Akutan, Alaska. Here they built a coaling station for 

Russian ships plying Alaskan waters and also constructed the usual housing 

facilities for American personnel there. Many officers and men of the 13th NCB 

were temporarily detached from the battalion for regimental, brigade, and 

advance-base construction depot duties. While on these details, they designed 

the Armed Forces Radio Station (WXLC) and had a hand in designing most of the 

installations at the harbor. 

On 7 August 1943 the men of the 13th NCB learned that they were going 

home, and on 13 August they sailed again on board the U.S.S. Chaumont, arriving 

at Fort Lawton. Seattle, Washington,on 18 August. From Fort Lawton they 

traveled to Camp Parks, Pleasanton, California, where they arrived on 21 August. 

After a 30-day leave the battalion returned to camp and settled down to a long 

period of military and technical training. During these months the battalion 

undertook some construction to expand and improve Camp Parks. Mainly. however, 

the men were occupied at military drills, special weapons classes. the rifle 

ranges, and similar activities. 

On l4 October LT Singletary was detached from the battalion, and 

LCDR (now Commander) Harold W. Hartmann, CEC, USNR, of Peoria. Illinois, became 
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OlC. LT Eric Bolander, CEC, USNR, of Libertyville, Illinois, assumed the 

duties of executive officer on 15 November because LT Jackson had been detached 

from the battalion. On 6 April 1944 LCDR Hartmann was detached as OlC for 

regimental duties elsewhere, and on 1 May LCDR Allan R. Carmichael, CEC, USNR, 

of New Haven, Connecticut, became OlC of the 13th NCB. 

The battalion celebrated Christmas at Camp Parks in 1943 and remained 

there through the winter of 1944 and on into the spring. On 3 May the battalion 

departed from Camp Parks for Port Hueneme, California. After reoutfitting at 

Hueneme. they set sail aboard the U.S.S. Pennant for Pearl Harbor. Hawaii, 

arriving on 16 June. 

Second Tour of Duty: Hawaii and Tinian 

At Pearl Harbor the men of the 13th NCB were quartered at Moanau1ua 

Ridge. where they built a substantial part of their own camp. They were 

assigned to duty at the John Rodgers Airport, between Pearl Harbor and Honolulu. 

Their projects consisted of every type of construction, starting with the 

moving and demolition of houses for airport expansion. The structures the men 

were assigned to build were all large: an 1800-man galley and messha11. a ship's 

store. barracks. cold storage houses. a laundry, and a theater. The battalion 

also built a runway at the airport. and the experience working with coral would 

prove useful later. At the shore line the battalion did a large amount of work 

in connection with constructing seaplane ramps. The electricians put in power 

and communications lines and built substations. A new type of large quonset

hut barracks with two decks was developed and built. When the battalion 

completed their assignments at John Rodgers, they received commendations from 

the commanding officer of the Naval Air Station. 

On 29 September the 13th NCB boarded the U.S.S. Adair for a long voyage 

to Tinian, the Marianas Islands. On 8 October they reached Eniwetok and 

remained there for 11 hot days, finally arriving at Tinian on 24 October after 

26 days at sea. 

In the fall of 1944, Tinian was being developed into a huge air station, 

principally a home base for B-29 1 s that were slated to strike at the Japanese 

Empire. The harbor facilities at Tinian were small. and all cargo had to be 
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lightered ashore in LST's and LCM's. The Seabees could either unload their 

own cargo ships or wait their turn. The men of the 13th NCB set about unloading 

with any available boats and then commenced building their camp. As their 

equipment and construction materials came ashore, they immediately went to work 

building the air field. 

The battalion reported to the 30th Naval Construction Regiment, of which 

CDR Jonathan P. Falconner, CEC, USNR. of Seneca Falls, New York, was regimental 

commander, and to the 6th Naval Construction Brigade, of which Commodore (then 

Captain) Paul J. Halloran, CEC, USN, of Teaneck, New Jersey, was brigade 

commander. 

Building the Tinian air base was a huge project, involving the moving of 

millions of yards of dirt and rock, a good portion of which had to be blasted 

loose. The project called for the continuous operation of men and machines. 

Because the overall strategy for Tinian required a very tight construction 

schedule, several battalions had to work as a unit to meet their deadlines. 

In many instances the men's individual skills could not be utilized, and they 

were forced to learn new skills to fit themselves for the task at hand. One 

of the principal functions of the 13th NCB proved to be the operation, mainte

nance, and repair of the heavy equipment and trucks. The quick way that the 

carpenters, plumbers, and ordinary seamen adapted themselves to new skills 

proved again the adaptability and resourcefulness of American construction men. 

Considered as a construction job, the work on Tinian would have been a 

huge undertaking even in the continental U.S. Nonetheless, such a project could 

not have been completed more expeditiously at home. More than 6.000 miles from 

the source of supplies, with limited facilities for unloading materials, the 

Tinian base was a miracle of construction. Every deadline was met ahead of 

schedule. At no time did any Seabee construction project delay the Army's 

strategic plans. 

In addition to the large amount of work on runways and taxiways completed 

by the 13th NCB, the men built service areas, drainage structures for the airport. 

parts of several tank farms, and gasoline lines for the airplanes. Out of salvaged 

Japanese steel they built flak towers for the Marines' anti-aircraft guns. Working 

around the clock, they built a control tower in only seven days. The engineering 
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organization, in addition to their many other duties, completed a topographical 

survey of the northern third of the island, identifying every installation and 

geographical feature. When any men could be spared from the airport construction, 

the men of the 13th NCB also built their own camp of over 100 quonset huts, 

together with a mess hall, shops. theater. stores, warehouses, and a chapel. 

Sanitary measures and cleanliness were constantly stressed, and there was no 

disease: The number of men sick at anyone time was negligible. In spite of 

the dangerous work and the speed of construction, careful indoctrination of all 

hands held job accidents to a minimum. 

More than any other job the men of the 13th Naval Construction Battalion 

have completed in their long tour of duty, the work on Tinian showed immediate 

results. The goal was to get B-29's off the ground with a load of bombs for 

Tokyo, and to keep them flying. The 13th NCB had a part in achieving this goal 

and played its part with skill, energy, and distinction. 

Written by an officer of the 13th NCB, 
spring 1945. 

Revised by the NAVFAC Historian's Office, 
December 1986. 

.? 
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13 Jul 42

15 Aug 42 

26 Aug 42 

28 Mar 43 

5 Apr 43 

29 Jun 43 

30 Jun 43 

14 Jul 43 

14 Aug 43 

19 Aug 43 

9 Jun 44 

16 Jt:ll 44 

29 Sap 41. 

24 Oct 44 

19 Uov 44 

t~:? I~l~rEilAP:Z 

THIP~EENfH U.S.NAVpL CON8TRUCTION'BATTbLION 

CORRECTE:D 11'INERARY
t· _. 

First Tour of Dutir 

Formed at ~IC'rC" norfoll. 

Departed ABD, Hueneme for overseas. (EmbarKation point 
Bremerton, 'i1£Lshington, 18 Aug 42). 


Arrived Dutch Harbor 


Echelon of 2 officers and 22 men to Akutan,Alaaka. 


Echelon of 20 men to Akutan, Alaska. 


Echelon of 20 men returned to Dutch Harbor from Akutan 


A detachment of 45 men departed Dutch Harbor for the U.S. 

Approximate date of arrival unkown. 

Echelon of 24 men returned from Akut;.:.n,Als,ska (including 

2 officers) rejoined batt~lion 


Departed Dutch Harbor for u.s. 

Arrived U.S. 


second :four of Duty 

Departed ABD, Hueneme for over&es,s destinac1on. 

(A.tJl;roximately 60% of men on their secoud tour of duty) 


Arrived Pearl Harbor 


Departed Pearl Harbor for Tinian. Ret:!,r ec~,e1on of 4 officerb 

166 men remained at Pearl Harbor. 


Arrived Tinian 


7 Ya,7 1945. 

Battalion operat!.r.g at 'rinis..'1. 

CI?3IFIED TO BE A TRUE COpy 
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! Oct 1943 - !rane.ferred from lTCfC, Camp Peary, to Gulfport, Mies. 

31 Oet 1943 - Transferred f r01l1 G-ultport to Port Hueneme. 

2710v 1943 - First echelon arrived Pearl Harbor. Date of departve from 8t8te8 
~. 

1 Half 1144 - »a'.lia. operatinc .toahu. 

1 3_ 1944 - Firat echel(u!l left XrollV;O!8 Pout" 

lS Ju 1!M4 - kGOU eehe1_ ~.ft Iroquoie Point. 

'7 lull", ~~ ..ulon arnTH G-.m. 

10 q,~ - S••cm4 eel;elon arrived. 0...,. Was deta,!:••"" at lInlvet~ck wlwTe it 
~d. iD.• t .....4I'iag ....ratione. 

1 .~ 1'45 - Leeated Suat. 

the abaft 1t1ll8l"U'7 1_ 'bue4. on b.t'ormation aTailaole in the C. B. Operati one 
S.etlon of the .B'eeau of .Tal pel'8eanel. 

?.., 
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13th Naval Construction Battalion 

Chronology 

13 Jul1942 
15 Aug 1942 

26 Aug 1942 
28 Mar 1943 
05 Apr 1943 
29 Jun 1943 
30 Jun 1943 

14 Jul1943 

14 Aug 1943 
19 Aug 1943 
09 Jun 1944 

16 Jun 1944 

29 Sep 1944 

24 Oct 1944 
19 Nov 1944 

10 Jun 1945 
17 Ju11945 
05 Dec 1945 

Fonned at NCTC Norfolk:, VA 

Departed Advance Base Depot, Port Hueneme, CA, for overseas. 

Embarkation point Bremerton Washington, 18 Aug 1942. 

Arrived at Dutch Harbor. 

Echelon of2 officers and 22 men go to Akutan, Alaska. 

Echelon of20 men goes to Akutan, Alaska. 

Echelon of20 men return to Dutch Harbor from Akutan. 

A detachment of45 men departed Dutch Harbor for the U. S. 

Approximate date ofarrival unknown. 

Echelon of24 men return from Akutan, Alaska (including 

officers) and rejoined the battalion. 

Departed Dutch Harbor for the U. S. 

Battalion arrived in U. S. 

Battalion departed Advance Base Depot Port Hueneme, CA, for 

overseas destination. (Approximately 60% of men on their second 

tour ofduty.) 

Arrived at Pearl Harbor. Operated at NAS Honolulu on Oahu and 

at Keehi Lagoon, Honolulu. 

Departed Pearl Harbor for Tinian. Rear echelon of4 officers and 

166 men remained at Pearl Harbor. 

Arrived at Tinian. 

Rear echelon of 13th CB arrived at Tinian and rejoined battalion. 

Battalion operating at Tinian. 

Battalion secured and moves into military training program. 

Battalion reported for duty with 37th Regiment on Okinawa. 

13th Naval Construction Battalion inactivated on Okinawa. 




13th Naval Construction Battalion 

Commanding Officers 

Lieutenant Commander Charles E. Tackels, CEC, USNR 13 Jul1942 - 24 Apr 1943 
Lieutenant Emory G. Singletary, CEC, USNR 24 Apr 1942 14 Oct 1943 
Lieutenant Commander Harold W. Hartman, CEC, USNR 14 Oct 1943 - 06 Apr 1944 
Lieutenant Commander Allan R Carmichael, CEC, 1 May 1944 - 05 Dec 19451 
USNR 
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