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12th OOllstl"UCtion Battal:1OF 

NOTO H'orf'olJ(' 

ABD ~.me. 2: Aug :!-2.. lath CB left JAM: for U.8. 9 &ep I 48.(OOIl 1'1 

Rea.q Date 17 All&'\.!t '1-t Sec. ltr Jml1/Al2-1/L1 OTer 50/2b oftr Sar 

Left ABD 18 AugU~ t'-4-C' 0096 to Judoolrs dtd 6 10v'44) 

Destinf(tion Kodiak 

,// 


LOG 

28 Sept1,':. 	 OinO authorised to enli.t 

8 contractors' workare about 

to return to Statee. 


1 Ju1fJ.. loAthly Boort - 34 officers. 969 men aboard.. 
36 Ju:tJ - lollowing' officers detached - sniped to 4th Regiment. 


Lt. Comdr. lJart W. -Gilleapie OlllC 

Lt. H. H. Know1e. 010 

Lt. L. H. Soblom 010 


, a Lt. Comdr. ll. W. List NO 
5 Mar.ti Lt. w. :B. Dallas Appointea OinC replaclAg ~lli8ple'who was app. O~O .. 4th O.lteC. 
4 Mar!'-Lt.(Jg) C.' M. Wildman 1-1'(0). ~1.t Carp. 0'. A. Carpenter 010. Bn.~ w•• 

'4.J Hinch CEC - !he..... comm1sai~ t~ rBDlte and are being ret~1n.e4. 

a Mar.-100 Seamen from Pea17 to !me••_ ,rn to 12th aBo • 


12th Construction Battalion (IBAOfIVA!DD) 

12th C.B. 
8-10-4<. - Ens. H{'1rston. Carps. LollM and Vaughan assigned 'from 23rd CB. (Budocks 1tr 

to BclPC!'S ciated 31 July 1943) 

8-10-43 - Ene. Cooper assigned from 38th CB(:Budocks 1tr to Bupers dated :3 Aug. 1943) 

8-10-43 - 12th C.B. is nt Adak(June report let Regiment) 

3-10-43 - 12th c:B return to U.S. Oct. 1'4,'3 requested 'by Com....usec, apparently disapproved. 


(ICiO sec~et dispatch 041254 August to Comalsec). 

8-19-43 - Officer ro~ter checked from 1st Bri~de report dated 1 ~lgust 1943 and added 


Lt. Phillips and Ens. Menke. 

8-?.d-J!3 - June report epecial Det. 13 - :3 offioers and 105 men left Ii. &:t:'bor 6 )'1ay- for 


IslA.nd "X" westwerd. Speoiftl Detach:n~nt 71'7 left D. H.':lXbor. 3 officers und 102­
men :;7 May 1943, i',~stward to Island "1". Balance of batt at Adak. 


8-28-43 - Lt.(jg) Richardson ••••• to still b. 1n 12th.(se. our 12 Mq'43 entr;y). listed 

OD 6th Regiment rostar reports as of 1 Aug. '43. 


S-a..43 - Lt.(Jg) Taulb•• a.s1gn.d coming from the 16th OB(*iss lisher) 

, 9-8-43 - Carp. Garland ....1gna4 to the 52nd C.J.(:Budocks ltr to Bupers dated 1 &.pt. '43) 

-.-9-S-43 - Jul7'43 report - 12th as loeated at .A.d.ak with detachments at Attu andShiDIJa. 
9-S-G - ..... '41 'report ... lJtll aa ...._ to ........ pro.,..' aDd. r.in1:rD toUII 1D. ..,.. 
10-1-43 - Sept. 1. 1943 roster checked with roster of 6th Reg. and OK. 

-1-10-5-43 - 12th 0:6 is now at Camp Parks for rest and recuueration - arrived about Sept. 22, 
1943. (lLqJJ).12tll QB erri""" Saa :Ina l' ""G.(Sept. Monthly report). 

10-16-43 -Lt. Keegan, Merritt, Meyer, Phillfp9, St~venson ~d Thomson detached to Pear". 
(Budocks It r to :SUpers dated 14 October 1943). 

10-16-43--Ens. Cooper, Hairston, Xellstedt. Nu$sbaum deteched to Pear,y(Budodks Itr to 
Bupers dated 14 October 1943) )

3...25-44 _ an.. Moree.aMra 4....... to C. 11. Dellach 13050(hDocka 1\r to ~.r. 21 Mar 44 • 


http:ret~1n.e4


12th C.B. 

7 A'Pr~3- Lt. Ivan C. Wilson. CEO deta,ched from 12th. C.B. and assigned to duty wUh., 
4th Regiment. 

S A"Or:+~ 100 Seamen reulacements left Hueneme for Seattle FFT to Alsec for duty 
with 12th C.B. ' 

2 May~l C8ru. Jpr~ M. Leorn, CEC. ordered to renort to Com13 for furthAr dutT 
,,11 th 12th C.B. 

7 ~+i. Ens. Paul E. Kelly assigned from 4th Reg.(BY&D to Pers) 
27 Apr~LEns. J. B. Nassbaum assigned(Dispatch .,"" 271145 fro OinC 22th".) 
29 Apr~En8. Morgenstern assigned from CCM and Commissioned to this Batt. (Ltr fm Oinc 

dated 29 A~ril to Pera.) 
12 Mai4-!En8. Charles C. Richardson detached going to Puget Sound Ba.TT Y. for Public 

Vorka dut1ea(BYIeD to Pers). 

-- --- Lt. S • .A.. Fiegel, MO, With Batt - (Apr. Mon. Report) 

11 Apr.43 - Moved from Kodiak to Dutch Harbor.(" ," ") 

30 Apr~43 -1 detachment at Kodiak waiting transp. to Dutch H. .3 008. at NOB Dutch 


Harbor. (h. 1st Brigade Beport 4-30-43) 

5-8-43 Following Carps. assigned from Pea17. Carps. Wm. F. Uber, J. E. Garland, 


Arthur W. Watson. (7rom Mies 7.,. ftl: 231205-4-43) 

5-11-43 - From the 23rd CB monthl¥ report shows that 100 men from 12th c:B and 150 


men and and 6 officers are at Island IIX" • Theae men made up special gun crews 

and received special gun training. (Probab17 a.t .1ttu). 


6-24-43 - From May repot 23rd CB - I Oft.and 100 men landed on Attu. 

7-~-43 '... l:~th Bett still at Dutch Hafbor(Com 13 to OomAlSec dated 6-21-43- Secret Die) 

7-19-43 - From 1st Reg. V~ report roster checkand corrected. Added Lt. Thomson from report. 


,-,----,,,-------,,,,'--,,­

12th O.B. 
1J-18-·1::S - I,t.{jg) Erown and Ens. Jennine:s assigned from PCC'l,T7(Budocks ltr to Bu~rs 

f1ptcl'l. 15 October 1943) 
li"_lB_"=;l _ Lt. Hoore p..nd F..ns. VanRensselaer ac:!!'liL"ned from the lCl6th Cl3(Budocks Itr to ];u-rers 

~rtBd 15 October 194~) 
1()-18-·13 - 0nI'1) , Brown. C!:'11ahAJ'l., Parmelee, Pozio a.nc Itt-;fford aeeit:::ned from Peary(Budoc1:~ 

1tr" to Duners o"n.ted 15 Octot"1pr 1943) 
10-18-4=:' ... Lt. COl:ldr~ DaIlE's detached to Pee,ry(Budocks ltr to :Supers <la.ted 14 October 1943:} 
iO-l8-4.3 - Carp. Loban and Va:u.ghan detached to Peary(BudockS 1 tr to :Supers dated 14 Oct '4:3) 
~.Q-18-t.:2 - Lt.(jg) C1.1.>mingham, Forrey, Kelley and Taulbee detached to Peary{lJudocks Itr to 

Dupers dated 14 October 1943) 
10-19-43 - Lt·. (j~) Richardson. detachea to Parks(:Budocka 1 tr to }tI,,1:pers o.ated 16 Oct 143) 
10-23-43 - Lt. Comdr. Stemwell assigned from Peary a8 OinO(BudoCks 1tr to Dupers dated 21 

October 1943). , 

10-23-43 - Lt.(Jg) Latvala assigned from Pear7(B040cka Itr to »Upers dated 21 Oct t 43). 

12-3-43 _.. 	Officer roster checked with 1 IO'9'ellber 143 roster. Added 1.t. :Bailey', MO, 1.t. 


Nevin, OhO. ins. Iiowan and M11'tn.t.q, se 'a. Carp. Madel and lUgnett !Stil1 Ihted 

were transferred to the 38th 01 b~ :Badocka orders in July. Detached Lt. 'ie~e1,MO 

and Lt. Adams, SO. !.ate detachments froll this batt not listed on roster al 80 

as yet. 


12-22-A~--O:fficel.' roster checked with 1 Dec '43. CaI'!>. Brown t'I.n<'t Lt. (jg) Latvaln not 

- listed as yet. 

1-&-44: -1.,. Ir1p' cletacdle4 k auv 668(hUcD 1tl' to :Bu:peH ku4 6 Ju.. 1,,"). 


1-13-44 - I.,. eo.a.z.. St..wel1. 4.tactle4 to Ooal.8(hpers Spee4ltr Pera-a11-JlB..if, 4&,'" 
11J~1"')/ . . . 

1-13-44 - Lt. I'J1f.baa ...1..-4 fro. Det. JOOI(h40cka 1tr to l!v.pva _,.4 ., ~·44). 



12'- C.J. 
- Colldr. Lane .a.1p.ed fro. 1.32D.4 aB •• Ob.O(:Bwloek. Itr to »apere datet ,\.... e 

22 JanualT 1944). 
- Lt. Brown 4etachecl to Sup<D '1(h40ok8 Itr to :superl date' 2.2 Jau'4+). 
- Lt.(Jg) W11daaa detache' to Det. l046(~oek. 1tr to Buper. dated 3 ~eb'44). 
- In•• Switzer. Wright anel Carp. Shermer ..seigned froID 132.4 CB(Judocb ltr to 

Bupere dated 3 Jeb'44). 

2-8-U - Lt.(Jg) 'an Mere alsigned from Park8(Budocks Itr to Dupers dated 4 'eb'44). 

2-11-44 - Lt. PhebuB detached to ComSerJ'orPaoJ'l.(Judooke Itr to :SUper. dated 5 Jeb '44). 

2-21-44 - Carp. Stafford and Watson d.tached to It. Pierce(h40clal lir to :Duper. dated. 


15 Feb'44). 
3-11-44- - Lt. Duwart aaeigned from 89th C.:B.(BudockB Itr to Eupers dated 8 Mar t 44). 

3-17-44 - Carp. Dailey as"igll~d from lOath aB(»w1ocka 1tr to :SUpers dated 8 )far'44). 

3-25-44 - Ens. MOrgenRtern aetaehed to Det. 3060(iudoeks Itr to Jupers dated 21 Mar'44). 

4-13-44- - :Lt••V8.I't 4etacbM. to 101.t aB(Bu4oca Itr to :&upere 4&te4 3 Apr l ",,). 


4-1.3-44 - Lt.(Jg) DoriaD.. Ia•• ,_ BeB•••laer. Carp. :lrOWD. and 8he~r 'eta.clle4 to aa. 

608(Bdoeb 1tr \0 hper. "ted 18 Apr '44). 

- Lt. Moore 4etache4 to CBJIJ 801th.4oek. Itr to Bu.per. Aate' 18 .....). 
- Lt.{J«) Le,"'ala. • •• Vri&ht.e4\llabaB _, Da11q detached to CIB. ieol(:Bu4ock. 

Itr to hpen lated. 12 Apr',"). . 
- laa. MeUe aetaU.e4 to CIlI8 601( ....... Itr to :Buper. elate' lZ .Apr''''). 
- Lt.Oaar. Bea4le det&cb.eA to Clacpoa.("'U..... Itr to lJupere dated. 22 jApr''''). 
- Lt.(Jc) faa .re detachea to 28rd CB(:&040.. Itr to hpera daMd. ali "'1"44).-"s. JeD.D.1ActI. ~. tiber aact ...,lM ..tached. k 431'4 CI(Ba400k. ltr to hpe:ra

48tH JO Apr'46). • 

- Carp. Posso 'etache4 to lM* aa(~ltr to Itap... date421 .&pr!'44). 
- Lt.(Jg) LatYala order. to 601 ou'tlellel(hAock. },tr to B1lpere dat.e4i 13 .Apr'44).

~ .. .,... <I' ,,<, '" 

...._~_.____.____ .__..e._._. 

12th c:a 

5-17-44 - otfieer roster checked rith 1 Mq'''' ro.ter - Detaohed Lt. Kramer, MO, Lt. Beck. DC. 
A4ded Lt. White. DC. Lt.(.;t-,;) Jarv1e, Me, and :llect. Seelye. B-f. 

5-17-44 - .According to Becorda 1. J.-4 Ch.Carp. Carpenter wall detached. to Parks and .... 
Swit.er vas separated from the .ervice. 

6-17-44 - Comdr. Lang a.eigned ... OinC from Farke(Bu4ocksltr t.o Bupere dated 29 Apr t 44-). 
5-17-," - Lt.. Colldr. Brickler .seigne« from 65th aB as heo(Budoeka 1tr to Bupere dateA 

27 Apr'44). 
5-17-44 - Lt. Flemlng and Gordcm a.sigaed from Pear.y(lIudecka Itr to BUp8re 4t4 27 Apr'44). 
5-17-44 - Lt.(Jg) ltumham sad Poad. ..eigne4 fl'fll Park.(.Budock:a Itr to Dupers 4t4 25 Apr'44). 
5-17-44 - Lt..(JC) Stone ..eiened from Park.(Budocke Itr to Bupere dated 25 Apr'44). 
5-17-44 - lIns. Kel.all, McAule;y, Wadel and Oarp. Jens. a,s8iped from 65th C8(Bu4ocks Itr t. 

Bupera dated 4 "'44).
5-17-44 - OhCarp. Shevett a ••igned froIDPark.(buAock. Itr to Bupers dated 9 ~t44). 
5-17-44 - Carp. ltrets1nger assip'" from 65th c:B(iudoek:. Itr to hper. dated 4 ..,.'4:4). 
5-17-44 - Carp. Greene ••sipea from Pear;y(budocks Itr to Bupers dated. 27 Apr'44). 
5-17--" - Lt.(Jg) McDonald a ••igned from 65th CS(:8udocke Itr to Bupere 4.ated 13 "'44). 
6-13-44 - .bins. lIlrickson ass1gned from P9rk8(~ocks Itr to Buperll dtd 24 !CaT'44). 
6-13-44 - Lt.(Jg) Schmidt assigned from Parks(Budocks 1tr to Dupers dtd 3 Jun'44). 
('-13-44 - Lt. (jg) Moore, Carp. BnCT. Elgin, Musgrove and Prescott a.signed frolD Parke(Budocke 

Itr to Bupera dtd 19 Hay'44). 
6-13-44 - Ens. Wadel detached to Vernon. Ca11f.(llunocks Itr to .Bupers dtd 7 Jun'44).• 
6-13-44 - Lt.(jg} Lat-.la detaehed to Oharlotteav111e(Budocka Itr to bupera dtd 30 ~·44). 
6-13-44 - Officer roster checked with 1 Jun'44 roster and OK. 

7-1-44 - Carp. Elgin orders to 12th CB caneel1.d(~ldoc~$ Itr to Burel'S dtd 27 Jun'44}. 

'"1-1-44 - I,t.(jg) McDon~d detachflld to Det. l059(:audock:s ltr tl) Bupers dtd 22 Jun'44). 
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12th OB 
"-1-44 _ Lt.(jg) 8ione, detacheo to to Supee VI(Budocks ltr to Bupers dtd 27 Jun:44). 
7-1-44 - Carp. Elley (1~tA,Ohed to 'Ternon, Cal1f.(:SudflOks Itr to :Bupers dtd 1~ Jun ,44). ,\..., 
7-1-44 _ Lt. Gordon ~pt~ched to Vernon~ Calif.(Budocks Itr to :SUpers dtd 21 Jun l 44). 
7-1-44 - Lt. Burnham oetrohed to 14:?nd C:B(Budoeks 1 tr to :Supers dtd 19 Jun '·44). ,
7-1~44 _ Lt.Omdr. ~rickler detach~d to Det. 1059 as otnC(Budoeks 1tr to Bupers dtd 24 Jun 44). 
7-1-44 _ Lt.(jf!:) Schmidt detached to ~~eAl~ster.Ok1a(Budocks Itr to :Supers dtd 17 Jun'44). 
7-1-44 _ Lt. Flemin{!" Ens. Keleall, CDm. Lefl.Tn and Mn~P;1'ove detachet'l to Hueneme(.Bu.docks ltr to 

:Supers dtd 16 Jlln '44). 

7-15-44 LtPond. detached to and Brie IF.&.. (la4oalte 1tre to BuPera dt' 7/7/44). Carp. lenaen 


detached to Det 1069. (!Qdocke 1tr to BuPer. dtd. 7/12/44)

7-22-44-0fficer roster checked with 1 Jul'44 roster - Detached Lt. Bailey, MO and Lt. Nevin. 

7-28-44 OhC. 


'Elect See1yn detached to Parke atation force (BuDocks Itr to BUPere dtd 7/22/44). 


7-1-44 - Camp Parks r~quested to inacti"pt~ the 12th CB effective 19 Jun '44.( in ord.er to 
fOT'm second a.ntomotive repa:1i'!"W11tl(A-2d memo to A-4 t A.-8.Jr..l0 dtd 12 Jun'44). 

lGth O.:S, 


From the Chronologie!"'1 H1sto17 of the 1st Brigade; 


13 Sep'43 - 12th CB arrived Kodiak trom U.S. 
1 JI.prl~ - Moved to Dnt ch Harbor from IodiRk. 151 

21 Mayl43 - Advence Baae Unit landed at Attu - 7 off • ~ men of the 23rd OB, 3 
otf. &. 100 men of the 12th CB, 5 mfln ot the 21st DB. 

26 May'43 - 101 men left Dutch Harbor. - dest lnatlon unknow.(S- he -7~' }-,'(;:.- ~., 3/ j:'_p 

7 Jun t 43 - Det. of 31 men lett D. H. for U.S. 

19 Jun t 43 - Det. of 13 otf. & 504 :men lett D. H. for Adak. 

25 Jul t 43 - Det. of 3 ott. &. 70 Nn left D. B. for Adak. 

2~ Jl'lJ 143 - Det. of 1 off. &. 120 men left D. B. for Adak. 


9 Sep'43 - 13th O~ left Adak for U.S. 

(Oom 17 Sec. It r NDl7/Al2-l/L7 over 50/Zb over Ser 0096 to :Budoekl dtd 6 N'ov t 44) 


INACTIVATED 
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( 
History of 

United States Naval Construction Battali~n 12 

On July 9, 1942, United States Naval Construction Battalion 12 

was cormnissioned at the Naval Construction Training C,mter, Camp Bradford, 

Norfolk, Virginia with Lieutenant Cormnander Bartlett W. Gillespie, CEC, 

USNR, as Officer in Charge. The battalion remained ac Camp Bradford 

until August 2 when it boarded trains in three sections and left for 

California. 

The 12th Seabees arrived at the Advance Base Depot, Port Hueneme, 

California between August 7 and 8. There they underwent additional 

training and were outfitted for overseas duty. On August 16, the 

12th Battalion again boarded trains, and this time headed north for 

Bremerton, Washington, the port of embarkation for Alaska. 

The battalion arrived at Bremerton on August 18 and l.t:i.lained at 

the Puget Sound Navy Yard for three weeks. On September 9, Seabees of 

the battalion boarded the USS Chaumont and sailed the same day_ On 

September 13, the battalion reached Kodiak, Alaska. 

As a result of the Hepburn Report of 1938, civilian contractors 

were working on a massive military construction progr~ in the Alaska­

Aleutian area. After the bombing of Dutch Harbor and the occupation 

of Kiska and Attu by the Japanese in June 1942, the contractor's forces 

were reinforced with Seabees, who began replacing all civilians as soon 

as feasible. By April 1, 1943, all mi1i~ary construction in the Alaskan 

are~ for the most part, was taken over by United States Naval 

Construction Battalions. 

Seabees, including those of Naval Construction Battalion 12, took 

over the projects started by the contractor's forces at numerous military 

installations on Kodiak. Upon arrival of the 12th Battalion at Kodiak, 

the contractor's forces began to leave, but eight civilian workers enlisted 

in the battalion and continued to work in Alaska. 



While at Kodiak, the battalion was split into a number of work 

details for completing a variety of projects. One detail operated a 

1,000-ton floating drydock brought from Seattle, other details con­

structed troop housing at Chiniak, and built galleys, recreation 

buildings, heads and showers, and sewer and utility systems in Russian 

River Valley. 

The Seabees built a camp for themselves at Bell's Flats, extended 

an army cantonment at Long Island, repaired and maintained a Navigation 

Control Depot at Woody Island, built Marine gun emplacements and anti­

aircraft artillery facilities at several points, loaded and unloaded 

ships, camouflaged a number of facilities l and worked at logging on 

nearby Afognak Island. 

On March 5, 1943, Lieutenant Commander William B. Dallas, CEC,USNR, 

succeeded Commander Gillespie as Officer in Charge. On Kodiak the 

12th Battalion operated under the Fourth Naval ConstructiOL Regiment 

of the First Naval Construction Brigade. 

On April 10, 1943 the battalion prepared for a wove to Dutch Harbor l 

Unalaska. The next day 500 men of the 12th Battalion left for their 

new employment site and by the 20th of the month all work at Kodiak 

ended. By April 26th all contingents of the battalion had left Kodiak 

and were working at Dutch Harbor. 

At Dutch Harbor the battalion built a Seabee commissary warehouse 

and a submarine base power station. It did salvage and repair work on 

the SS Northwestern, clearing debris and building a new deck house over 

the engines. It built a submarine cable vault and an addition to the f 
Fleet Post Office. 

In May two detachments of the battalion went from Dutch Harbor to 

Attu and Shemya. 

The detachment that went to Attu consisted of three officers and 

approximately 100 men. The 12th Battalion Seabees at Attu operated and 

maintained small boats and pontoon barges, loaded and unloaded ships, 

and constructed camp facilities, roads, a Navy airfield, a seaplane 

ramp, and dock facilities. 



The Shemya contingent, about the same size as the other, erected 

tents and quonset hunts, electrical installations, wood storage tanks 

for water, wa~er distillation plants, reefers, roads, and excavated for 

a dam and a spillway. 

On June 19, 1943, the first of three echelons left Dutch Harbor 

for Adak and was followed by the second and third echelons on July 25 

and 26. At Adak the battalion was assigned to the Sixth Naval Construction 

Regiment. The Seabees worked on 24 projects at different locations on the 

island. Among these were housing and dispensary buildings, warehouses, 

docking facilities. a seaplane ramp, and faci1itiea for a Direction Finder 

Station and a Supplemental Radio Station. 

On September 6 and 7. the Shemya and Attu detachments joined the 

battalion on Adak. On September 8, the entire battalion departed from 

Adak and its unfinished projects were taken over by the 42nd and 66th 

Battalions and the Sixth Regiment to complete. 

Naval Construction Battalion 12 arrived at San Francisco, California 

on September 17 and entrained for the Naval Construction Battalion 

Replacement and Recuperation Center at Camp Parks, Snoemaker, California. 

From there the officers and men of the battalion immediately dispersed 

for thirty day leaves. When the Seabees returned to Camp Parks in 

October, the 12th Battalion began training and reorganizing for another 

overseas assigTh~ent. 

While stationed at Camp Parks, the 12th Battalion constructed a 

grandstand and court for exhibitions of Judo. The 12th Seabees also 

provided equipment and displays to publicize the motion picture 

~e Fighting Seabees, and installed them at two theaters in San Francisco. 

A detachment of the battalion went to nearby Mount Diablo for 

maneuvers and on-the-job training, and other detachments went to the 

Naval Air Stations at Pasco and Whidbey Island, Washington to construct 

air strips and improve other facilities. 

While preparing to go overseas again, the 12th Battalion underwent 

a thorough reorganization and a considerable turnover in personnel. 



On October 23, 1943, Lieutenant Commander William I. Stemwe1l reported 


as Officer in Charge, and in turn was succeeded on J,inuary 24, 1944 


by Commander Eugene C. Lang, CEC, USNR. 


Naval Construction Battalion 12 remained at Cam) Parks and continued 

with preparations for overseas duty. However, on July 29, 1944, the 

battalion was inactivated at Camp Parks, and the men curre'~tly in the 

battalion were reassigned to Naval Construction Battalion Maintenance 

Units 601 and 602. The two units later served with distinction in the 

Pacific Ocean Areas. 

( 

I 

! 
I 

I 

l 
I 


I 
I 
I 




United States Naval Construction Battalion 12 

Officers in Charge 

Lieutenant Commander Bartlett W. Gillespie, CEC, USNR . 9 Jul 42 - 5 Mar 43 


Lieutenant Commander William B. Dallas, CEC, USNR 5 Mar 43 - 23 Oct 43 


Lieutenant Commander William I. Stemwell, CEC, USNR 23 Oct 43 - 24 Jan 44 


Commander Eugene C. Lang, CEC, USNR 24 Jan 44 - 29 Jul 44 




!lESTRlC'l~'\ Cit 
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14 Aug 1M3 -~r.4 from ~p~ to .on, Port Hueneme, Oal1forn. 

Ulha lNa - loot' .oJ). Port a...n_. for over..... a...tbaU.... ;'! 
, lea 1944 - 4rriye4 Rus.ell Islanda• 

., .... 1.... · '. .......tA ....,lIM_., of eol..-. per....l' (lit -.) :rep"e4 to 

, ,_'..,.10. for duty. haviDe been a..tubed fl'. the '4ill o.B tip), 


M Apr 1* - J'tr,,$.aheloa of batta11011, 9M .. I.'I.ad as offiOer•• ;departed Russells, 

81.., 1" ......... Iid...... 


M .. 1M1 ...... eehel_. 82 _au 8l1d 4 ott1e.... Uprtetau..l~•• , 

1ft .3111 1" - ,,",1••a. OldaMa. 

1114 1115 - =:~e_SZ:::.:::il:: ::c:.::v:.~':0b;-!!~t:t.::.:~tauo-.t. 
.',1141" ... hcbtt•••peri O~61 oouiat1ng ....a 'aaA f offioer••ee1pe4 

to battalion. ".' 

.,.. The ab... 1.1........,. is buet _ information .....U....l. in'tb.. C. :B. Operatione 

S.o ttoD. of the :Bureau of ••al Per_ael• 

•4 hit_ber 1,". 
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cor~TRUCTION BATTP~ION ...,' '" ... 
• Port Hueneme for Kodiak. 

13 Sep 1942 - Arrived Kodiak • 

. 11 Apr 1943 - Three companies 19ft Kodiak for Dutch Harbor. 

'30 Apr 1943 - The detachne~t left at Kodiak still e~aiting transuortation to Dutch 
Hare or. Trot kno1.vn e:re.ctly '·then it departed. 

21 May 1943 ~ A detacl:::1ent of 3 officers and 100 men of the 12th C.13. landed on 
Attu. 

26 May 1943 - 101 men left Dutch Harbor - destination unknmffi. 

7 Jun 1943 31 men left Dutch Harbor for U.S. 

19 Jun 1943 - Detachment of 13 officers a~d 504 men left Dutch Rarbor for Adak. 

25 Jul 1943 - Detachment of 3 officers and 70 men left Dutch Harbor for Adak. 

26 Jul 1943 - One officer and 120 men left Dutch Harbor for Ad..q,k. 

9 Sep 1943 - 12th C.E. left Ada~ for U.S. 

16 Sep 1943 - Arrived U.S. ~1.~)proxlmate1y this date. 

29 Jul 1944 - Decommissioned at Ca:np Parks. 

~: The above itinerary is based oil the records 2.vailable in the c:a O~erations 
Section of the Bureau of lTava.l Perso!1nel. 
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09Iul1942 

02 Aug 1942 

07-08 Aug 1942 

16 Aug 1942 

18 Aug 1942 
09 Sep 1942 

13 Sep 1942 

05 Mar 1943 

11-26 Apr 1943 

15-30 Apr 1943 
06 May 1943 
27 May 1943 

19Iun 1943 

21 Iun 1943 
25-26 Jul 1943 

06-07 Sep 1943 

12th Naval Construction Battalion 

Chronology 

Naval Construction Battalion 12 was commissioned at Camp 
Bradford, Norfo~ Virginia with Lieutenant Commander Bartlett 
W. Gillespie, CEC, USNR, as Officer in Charge. 

The battalion boarded trains in three sections and entrained for 

Port Hueneme, California. 

The three sections ofthe battalion arrived at the Advance Base 

Depot, Port Hueneme, California. 

The 12th Battalion boarded trains at Port Hueneme for Bremerton, 

Washington. 

The battalion arrived at Bremerton, Washington. 

The 12th Battalion sailed for Kodiak Island, Alaska, aboard the 

USS Chaumont. 

Naval Construction Battalion 12 arrived at Kodiak Island, Alaska. 

On Kodiak, the Seabees began working on a number ofprojects 

for the U. S. Navy, Army, and Marine Corps. The projects 

included operating a floating drydock, logging, and construction 

of troop housing. 

Lieutenant William B. Dallas, CEC, USNR succeeded Lieutenant 

Commander Gillespie as Officer in Charge. 

The battalion left Kodiak for Dutch Harbor, Amakanak Island, 

Unalaska in four echelons. 

The four echelons arrived at Unalaska. 

A detail of3 officers and 101 men left Dutch Harbor for Attu. 

A second detail of3 officers and 102 men left Dutch Harbor for 

Shemya. 

The first ofthree echelons left Unalaska for Adak. By this time 

the battalion had constructed on Unalaska a Seabee commissary 

warehouse, a submarine base power station, and an addition to a 

Fleet Post Office. The detachment at Attu had operated and 

maintained small boats and a pontoon barge, worked as 

stevedores, and constructed camps, a seaplane ramp, an airfield, 

and dock facilities. The Shemya contingent had erected tents and 

Quonset huts, water distillation plants and water storage tanks. 

The first echelon arrived at Adak. 

The balance ofthe battalion went to Adak. On Adak the 12th 

Seabees began working on twenty-four projects that included 

construction ofbuildings, dock facilities and a seaplane ramp. 

The detachments from Attu and Shemya joined the main body of 

the 12th Battalion at Adak. 




08 Sep 1943 
17 Sep 1943 

23 Oct 1943 

24 Jan 1944 

29 Ju11944 

The 12th Battalion departed from Adak. 
The battalion arrived at San Francisco and immediately went to 
the Naval Construction Battalion Replacement and Recuperation 
Center, Camp Parks, Shoemaker, California. At Camp Parks the 
battalions personnel dispersed on 30 days leave. While at Camp 
Parks the battalion worked and trained for another overseas 
assignment. 
Lieutenant Commander William I. Stemwell, CEC, USNR 
became Officer in Charge succeeding Lieutenant Commander 
Dallas. 
Commander Eugene C. Lang, CEC, USNR, became Officer in 
Charge. 
Naval Construction Battalion 12 was inactivated at Camp Parks 
and the Personnel were transferred to Naval Construction 
Battalion Maintenance Units 601 and 602. 



12th Naval Construction Battalion 

Officers in Charge 

Lieutenant Commander Bartlett W. Gillespie, CEC, 09 Jul 1942 - 05 Mar 1943 
USNR 
Lieutenant Commander William B. Dallas, CEC, USNR 05 Mar 1943 - 23 Oct 1943 
Lieutenant Commander William 1. Stenwell, CEC, USNR 23 Oct 1943 - 24 Jan 1944 
Commander Eugene C. Lang, CEC, USNR 24 Jan 1944 - 29 Jul1944 
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