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1-18-43 - Montbl)" Letterl 
Locattga .Q.tt:. !s 
Peerl Harbor 8 130 
Mid.,. 8 5'11 
Plutocrat 144 
Palmrra 2 112 " 

Johnston -i ....w 

24 10"10 

...... 5-43 - All detachment. beinc reale..bled. at Pearl Harbor. 

S- 4-43 - 4 Mal' report of 3rd Bag. ­

21 Mar'43 - Plutoc..t (MI-6) detach. coapleted proJect and arrived P.H. this 
date. 

10 Apr'43 - Entire clIItach. of 6 off.. and 56'1 ..n arrived P.H. fro. Mi4.,.. 
29 Apr'43 - Pa.l.:m7ra c1et. of 2 ott. and 1&& men arrived P.R. tht. date. 

(30R 1.3-1-11 over 217-43) 
6-22-43 - 1 Jun'43 report - operating at Pearl Harbor. 
7-22-43 - 1 Jul'43 report - 910 men at ~rl Harbor aDd 33 at Canton. 
8-30-43 - 3rd Reg. report a.a of 15 Augt.&3 - 30 officers and 840 men at P.H.: 1 o:f'ficer and. 

38 Mn at Xaua!; 33 men at ORnton .. 

1- 6....44 - 30 'Nov '43 monthlT ~por'- 5tb OJ at Can.oll and P .B. 

1-2'1-44 - Mtdwq det. lett P.B. 13 Jul'a and reid. 10 Apr'43 - 209 men (later bereas. 


to 609 lIlenJ. . 
Pa1m7ra Det. len P.R. 19 Jul'. aa.d ret4. 24 leb'43 - 180 Mil. 
rrenob J'r1gage Shoale Det. lett P.JI. 10 Augt42 and retd. 31 Mut"S. lleIDainder 

let Embarkaj! 5th 0.1. ~ IabHkaU,QA 

lfMIO. _._ * - lorl"orF ~ J'MO 

ABD ~ Il&IriBTille. i Batt....... .- ABD - Bueneme 

Re~ Date 22 Junlb.~ Ree.q Dirt .... 1 "'44 

Lett ..um - 1l-Jwrf"'42 (i Batt lI'ft IlCI[ 5 JUIl for Davisville) Left J.'8]) - 10 Jen'45./ 

Left »:9lQ .'~~:.:~' 11 Jun t 42 (I :Batt direot to'1.4th--.ltD) Location - ~ 

Ddtlnf:'.tian ~ Midwq. I • . Samar 


Arri"e4 Pearl Harbor 21 Junt 42.* 
6-10-42 • "Aft, "B", and ~ BQ ordered from ABD Davi.,,11le.to Midway via Com. 14. ·eH , "D". 

and i HGo ordered froll JrC'l'O tforfolk. to Mtdway via Com 14. 
8-12-42 - netaohment••eni to hlrqra ~elaad. M1dVST. and Jobnaton Island. 
9- 8-42 _ Detachments sent to John.'OIl Is1l1D.d. Midway, !!.nd Ml-6. 

9-15-42 - Boater aDd Location a8 of thie d#lte: 


LsUl!iiAB 2.Ua. !!a fatAl 

P.arl Harbor 8 61 69 
MtdWBT 10 581 561 
Palm1ra 2 lOB 110 
John.ton 2 115 117 
Plutocrat ~ l!2 ~ 
TOTAL - 25 990 1015 

9-29.... - 80 lIeD oMered fJ"Oll ltC'lO Bortolt to M1d'WB7 ria Ruen.me and Oom 14. 
10-19-42 - 80 llep1aee.", s left Huen_. 

1-18-43 - Lt. Comdr. Potter HCOIIIft.nde Mldvq Detl'tch. be ret'd. to P.R. for reat and lea..... 

http:Davi.,,11le.to


Location - 'f:iIi ~ 5th C.B. 
of the ~t .. eoasSat_ o.t tM Oabu 4etachaent. (Capt. Porter* 8 ttl' to ~ , 
Monell ,5.11(\ " Jea'") 

1-3'1-44 - 5th. o:B lett P.l!.. 19 liar'" tor V..a. (31"4 lla6. Mar'44 report) 
2-10-44 - 5th CBhas 34 an at OantOD. 8 with l.&th $po , and 921 men at P.R. (31 Dec'.&:! 

rep.) A.ccord1aCto 31"d Reg. Dec·43 r8ft&1"t tblt eatire baU 18 at Oahu. '.H. 
3- 7-44 - 1 Feb'44 report - 34 men at lantoll, 8 with 14th Sp., And 945 at P.R. 
3-29-44 - 5!~ OB_l!,.::!.!!.!4,Jl~,..~~!"~_~~~.44_f:r~I.\I., __,wlljt~ OUI, and 8ao lilA (WBI)­

10-28-44 -- 5th C:a a.a:cigned to AVID(cancelling assignment to Cub lS).(CNO Sec. disp to 

Com7flt 211501 NCR 1046 dtd 21 Oct I 44). 


1-16-45 - l3udooks requests tran8:ter or the 5th CB trom Parks to bname OD 12 Jun'44. 

( :8l1doek:a Itr to ClfO dtd 5 Jun'44) 


1-16-45 - The 5th OB departed Hueneme 10 Jan'45 tor LeTte. (Hueneme Cont Disp to ClO 
12302'1 dtd 13 Jan '44) 
The 5th CB is located at OSSQ&ULOD.(Leyte) (Co~ser7flt Sec. is~ to CNO 020659 
dtd 9 Feb 145). 

4- 7-45 - 2 off. and 48 men to be detached upon reporting of transp. to proceed and r~ 
port to CO NABU 10 for TAD; u~on compl. to return to the 5th OB for reg. dut1.s. 
(Oomserv7flt sec dlep to CNOB Lefte 231339 dtd 24 Mar'45) 
The 5th 013 arriTed CaU.ooan approx 24 Peb t 45. (Oom••rl'or7:f'lt Sec leport for reb)4-21-45 ­
'!he 5th OB 10ca'\84 at Oal.icoan. Samar. ;3 off. end 48 men w1~hl.-o~':"~. (Oomeerl'or­4-30-45 ­
7fti Sec Rep of 1 Apr l 46) 
The 5th Cl3 located at Samar. 50 men on temp duty with lUBU 10. (Dirpaodocka SJ'5- 8-45 .;; 
Sec asp of 15 Apr l 45) 

~oc~tion - tarte-Samar 5th 0.B 1 

·-15-45 - 1 May'45 report of tbe 5th CB - located in Leyte-Samar area. Detachment of 3 off. 
and 75 men wa.s sent out on 12 Apr'45 on the V-5 operation. The estimated time for 
th1s job is 30 to 60 day. and upon completion of their p.oject, detachment will re­
turn to batt. Report routed via 12th Reg. and 3rd Brg. 

5-29-45 - 1 Apr t 45 -report of the 5th OB - located 111 Le;rte-Suar area. 3rd :art.. end. to thi. 
report .tate. that the 5th oJ 1. 1IIl4er their ad.miniatratiTe control. !he 5\h CB 
embarked at Port Haaneme on 10 J.'45 • arr1Ted at Cal1coan l.land. 011 27 Feb t 45. On 
1 Apr'45 a det. of 2 offcn " 48 men e.barked for T.D. on Proj. IT-2 at 1l:Bt1110. 
Report end. ~ 33rd Re.. 7th Br1g • 3rd Brig. Sec.2. 

6-12-4."> - 2, of::. and 48 men of the 5th CB nre at O",ou. (Comserv?flt sec C] LocP,tion Shoed 
dtd 25 Mayt45) 

5-13-45 - Diroocdoa..1cs SF sec rep of 15 May l 4fi shows the 5th C] ~t Snmar with 200 men ordered 
NABU l~. 

6-13-45 - 1 Jun t 45 report of tbe 5th CB - located at Leyte-Samer. The detach of 48 men alid 
a off. who went fOrwd on the '-2 movement reported back for dutf with the batt at 
this 10cfI,tion 26 Mq145. Report routed Tia 33rd Reg and 2nd Brg.

7-10-45 - 5th CB has a detadhment of 3 off. and 75 men at Parang. (Comserfor7flt aec loc 

schedule dtd 25 Jun145) 


7...16-45 - 1 Ju1'45 report of the 5th 0:8 - located at Leyte-Samar. Personnel campat Calicoan. ­
Detachment of 5 off. and 200 men were detached 5 June for temp dutf with NABU #12 
on the OBOE 2 movement. Report Via 33rd Reg and 2nd ]rg. 

?-;?,7-45 - The 5th C] is attached to the 33rd Reg and 2nd Erg. Located at bal1coan, constr 

ABOD, ACEPD, Equipun ent Overhaul Plant, NSD and constr roads and water supply 

in connAction with theBe. (CCT 7th Fit Sec Rep of June) 


d-13-45 - The 5th CB is assigned to the OlympiC Operation. (Com7flt conf report on C] 

organization in Leyte-Samar area ser 04296 dtd 26 July to, ONO) 




Location - Lgy~e:Samar ~th O.!, 

1-21-45 - 1 .&ug14l) report of the 5th QB - located in. Samar area. Report Via 331'4 lleg 8. ~4 
Brig. 

b-.d4-,*5 -Following units a,vailable for ur 182303 of Aug of higher clfl,ssification:- 33:rd Reg, 
CBs 5, 29, 30 & 64. SUbj units now Samar. Req you confirm. OinC, 2n~ Brig is 
directed to detach l".u.bj units & direct to report for ....nerat ional control by d1ep 
to Comgenfmpac upon his confirmation. Cincpac, Guam 200956 Aug not to all or 
neeued refers. (Comeervpac Sec disp 222145 to Comgenfmpac). 

0-30-45 - .deq you dirpct following unitsreport by disp for operational control to OG. 3rd AC:­
33rd Re~g. 5th & 29th CBs. (Comservpac sec disp 280455 Aug l 45 to 2nd & 7th Bttgs). 

;:;-17-<t5 - 1 Sept l·z5 report of 5th CD. Located at Leyte-Sama.r. Report via, 33rd Reg & 2nd Brig. 
50 men reported aboard on the a9th of Aug. 'llhe Victor 5 detach. of 3 off. & 71 
wen reported bA.ck from detnchment d.uty with NABU 12 on 27 Aug'45. 

LO-l?-45 - 1 Oct t 45 report of 5th OB - located not atd84.. Report via 33rd Reg. 10 2nd Brig. 
The Oboe 2 detach. with 5 off. " 198 men reported back from detached dut;y Yith Bab\1 
12. Secured from all work: on 6 Sept 145 for a fwd. move. All wr.k turned over to 
142nd DB. 

11-15-45 - OinCO, Samar reqe COT. Philse8fron authority to inactivate the 5th OB. (OinCO. Samar 
Itr 8e~ P68-45 dtd 23 Oct'45 to CCT. Phl1seafron). 

ll-Zl-45 - Comservpac directs Oomphilseafron to inactivate 5th CB. (Comservpac 192201 Nov'45 
TWX to Oomphilseafron). 

11-29-45 -1 NOVl45 report of 5th CB - location not stated. Report via 32nd Reg. &. 2nd Brig. 

\ 5th was scheduled to move to Ohina on 15 Oct' 45. but the mOVA was Cancelled. 

Location - Leyte-Samar 5th OJ 

12- 3-45 - 5th CB was 
DuPers) • 

inactivated(date not given). 
. 

(Comservpac restr 1tr ser -61 undtd to 

1-11-46 - 5th CB was 
5th OB). 

inactivated on 3 Dec'45. (7th Brig. 1tr ser 2889 dtd 3 Dec'45 to 01nC. 

INACTIVATED 
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01 BOARD 

,\... 

~ orrIOJlRS MlDT AU'l'HOR~!1"t-
29 reb'44 35 MoR 
30 Jun'44 1069 Recap. 
30 sept44';OP8 '4fJ" tUb 1083 un/" Be·~·Mo-« 
1 ~'45 31 1071 MeR ' 
1 JUJl'4S 32 10'10 B1IP636 A It 
1 Jul'4f) 32 1034 BUP625 &, It 

1 Aug'45 30 1029 mtP625 &ll 
1 Sept'45 21 1061 BNP625 & R 
1 Oct' 45 21 777 BlIP625 " R
1 Nov l 45 21 364 BNP625 &: R 

5th Oonetruction :BaUa1.101l (IlU.c'XIYATED) 
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,FIrTH;,BATTALION 

"Forxn,¢datCaIIl]? .Allen, Va., hi "!\lay

,1942', tl[.te -Fifthar~iyedat 'Pearl lJ~bor 
the next month. From July of that year 
to April .:1943,. the ~attalion sent d~tach­
merits to MidWay', Palmyra~ in the Christ ­
mas Islands, Johnston 'Islari'd, and French 
Frigate Shoals. In June 1,943, detach­
me:n.ts were also shipped out to Cant6n 
and Kauai, T .H. Operation in all these 
base~ was continued u~til March 1944, 
when the full complement went. back to 
the 'States for leave. The second tour of 
duty .for the Fifth began' in January-1945 
when the entire Battalion left for .Samar. 
One deta~hment partIcipated in the Balik­
papan invasion.- The Fifth was operating 
in .the Philippines at war's end but 'were 
awaiting orders to move on to China. 



• • 

HISTORY OF BATTALION (5th n e 8) 

Three and One Half Years. . . . . . . 
Like most outfits in the Navy, we were born in boot camp. After that, 

it was just a maze of interesting events and things we won't forget in a 

hurry .•. days at Camp Allen ..• hi ya Mac ••• where ya from? ••• 

you'll be sor-ree! •.. cleaning one barracks ..• moving to another. 

ditto ... drill, exercises, lectures, picking up butts •.. shots 

more shots •.. more butts .•• lido I have to stand in that damned line 

just for food?" ..... it ain't food. Mac, it's chow!1I ••• more drill 

more exercise. getting acquainted •..dreaming of that first "night­

liberty" ... that first "night-libertyll ••• Norfolk ••• a million 

sailors on liberty at once ... try and get a beer ••• reveille next 

morni ng . . . ya gotta get up, ya gotta get up • . • Carl Amend: "Meet 

my wife Zelma" .. these are your officers • . . some were to stay for 

four years . packing up to leave ••• Camp Bradford •.• digging up 

roots. building sidewalks ... Shato's bread ... "embarkation 

leave" ("are you kiddin. jockey?") . policing camp ••. perimeter 

guard ... liberty (well, you did get to Virginia Beach once. didn't 

ya!) ... shots ... packing up to move ••• Co. A and Co. B. to 

Cape Charles Ferry enroute to Quonset Point •.. Carl Amend: "Has anyone 

seen Zelma?" ... the stables ... chicken coops for CP01,s ••• advance 

training .. policing up ..• liberty ( a guy can dream, can't h~!) •.. 

he did . . . orders changed • . . A and B pack up to move . • • "Has anyone 

seen Zelma ll • Hand C and 0 pack up to move • . . four trains move to 

the West Coast .•. a thousand Bees in dress blues freeze in Frisco in . 

June ... first struggle with a seabag on a gangplank ... salute the 

quarterdeck ... the crowded transport ... days of sailing ... water 

everywhere .•. gun watches ... no room for exercise ... the best 
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chow we've ever had ... more water .•. more watches .•. Honolulu... 

dress whites ... dirty seabags ... dirty whites .•• advance training. 

Puuloa rifle· range ... condition one .•. the broken gas mask lenses 

... thanks to '03'St black eyes, swollen cheeks, cut lips, bloody noses, 

sore arms t black and blue shoulders, liberty •.. Honolulu ..• 

River Street .•. Waikiki ... Co. Cand Co.; 0 living in the Naval Housing 

Area ... Co. A and Co B. in the Pearl Harbor barracks ..• Co. A leaving 

for Midway on a seagoing rowboat ... days and miles of sailing .•. gun 

watches ... sub alert .. " .Chief Olsen standing by on the double ... 

sub sunk.. all clear... a sand spit in the ocean •.. Midway ... the 

Japs did a good job ... but we did a better one.•. no training here, but 

the real thing ... work, work? work, ... work against time ••. speed. 

more speed .•. wrecked installations torn down •.. new structures ••. the 

first night alert•.. lIya damned fool, turn off that light ll 
••• IIgil1'l11e my 

pants" ..• "them's my shoes ... uwhere the hell IS my rifle?" .•• foxholes 

... strained eyes ... watching.waiting ... scared, sure... scared to death, 

but ready ... Cudd called Bass .•. Chillie misunderstood, put on his gas mask, 

and hollared "where?" ... more alerts ... battle stations and foxholes again 

. the thrill of seeing bombers take off from the runways we had built. 
r 

why. this was the beginning of the road to Tokyo! .•.. Charikofsky bashing his 

brains with a helmet minus liner and leading big Andy down the runway during 

an alert.. 

. . . Co. C leaving Pearl to join the men of Co A at Midway ... gunwatches 

and sub alerts ... everywhere, the Pacific ..• Pappy Ewing on watch and a 

shout for help in the night. man overboard •.. lito hell with regulations, 

stop the convoy!" ... one lucky sailor, wet and exhausted, but safe. dragged 

aboard . . . debarkation at Midway . greeting old friends in Co. A . • . then 

the ceaseless days of worK, fast work, hard work ... Gooney Birds, millions of 
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them ... their stupid antics ... hell, they're the Jimmy Durante's of bird-dom 

. . . CB nests for them . . . Sunday parades . . ~ reviews for those getting 

medals ..• "the beer hall. arrival of the 10th battalion •.. competition 

therewith in work and sports. . Tokyo Rose (Pop Ewing's only rival) 

"free loadersll in the chow line, ours the best on the island .•. the arrival 

of the 50th battalion ..• Co. A and Co. C boarding the Henderson • return 

to Pearl Harbor . 

. advance party from Co. D leaving for Palmyra ... lido we have to 

ride on that scow?" ... collision with a barge .•• rigging lost ..• all 

hands seasick ... engines stopped ... ship bobbing like a cork ... finally 

underway ... drill instructions and GQ ... engines stopped again. . no 

escort ... what a tar-get for a sub ... underway again and feeling better 

... the Bees help man the ship ... warmer every day. for a beer, 

they'd trade the shi p . . . days and mi 1es of water • . • Palmyra. . • a 11 hands 

ashore, dress whites and battle gear •.• good lord, are we fightin' a war or 

passing in review? . Palmyra Marines and Navy ~'Natives" amazed ... what 

the hell are Sea Bees, men from Mars? ... the siren screams three times ... 

unidentified plane? . what do we do now? . . . two days to convince every­

one we were human .. the rest of the detachment arrives ... work, fast work, 

hard work... pushed on by the relentless Lt. (then a IIjg") (Wild Bill) Bode 

like Fred Harvey'S slogan "Get them up earlier and slice the meat thinner" 

good chow, nevertheless ... Lt. Bode getting them up earlier and Johnnie 

Byrnes slicing it thinner ... A. D. Baldwin our All-American drinker. 

too much to drink and confined under guard ... same difference, though . 

the guard forgot about the hair tonic ... Baldwin's famous upside down left 

handed salute ... Jake Johnson and his classic remark at·the beer hall IIAny 

extras today, maties?" ... alert at night ... rifles in the dark and two feet in 

one shoe ...Xmas and the dress parade ... all the beer you wanted... 
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"Cement Beck •.• he wore three bags of the stuff every day ••• the lumberII 

; 

pile for extra duty men ... Frank Cartoscelli giving hair cuts to Admiral 

Nimitz and Frank Knox and driving a truck, all in the same day .•• the poem 

about Pelican Joe ... listening to Chief Stiles build everything from Sandy Hook 

to the Panama Canal ... little time for sports except for some softball and 

basketball ... nine months of hard work ••• the arrival of two companies 

of the 76th battalion ... the return to Pearl Harbor . 

• the advance party of Co. B leaving for French Frigate Shoal •.. 

big boss Lt. (Bull) Van Schaick •.. two barges of heavy equipment towed along 

with the convoy ... French Frigate ... nothing but a menace to navigation . 

. . (oh yeah!-just wait a few months!) ...no vegetation ..• here and there 

a blade of grass ••. birds, thousands of_ lem .•• rotten food and little 

water ... Pete Peterson (now CphM) our only doctor. Chief Charlie Roberts 

getting sunstroke at three olclock in the morning (it says here!!) ••. came 

orders to vacate the island . taking refuge behind another sand spit with 

only one BAR,S rusty 103 1s, and 2 50-cal MGIS returning after 40 hrs .•. 

Sighting three ships (including the ancient Moana Loa which was to be our 

home for the next 7 months) with the rest of Co.B aboard ••• unloading worn 

out equipment in sand so dry and soft~ we could hardly walk •.• no Army here (" 

. no Marines here . . . work by day and man the guns by night • • . patrol 

the harbor ... work. work~.wOrk ..• one shift from daylight to 1300, the 

other from 1300 Itill dark ...work one shift.•. guard duty one shift ••. 

some men living ashore. others living aboard ship •.. all chow served from 

the Ship, usually cold by the time it arrived on the job .•. driving piling 

completely around the island to protect the installations and the island ... 

actually. a floating airstrip ... fuel tanks and other structures ... waiting 

for supply ships and mai1 deliveries ... planes dropping mail, sometimes on 

the is1and, sometimes in the water ... no movies for four months . the 

storm on Thanksgiving Day 1942... some damage, but not much ... the 
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Moana Loa breaking anchor and going on the reef. " • springing a leak but soon 

fixed by the Bees ... the supply ship going aground and taking three days 

to be re-floated •.• a Marine transport the first plane to land on our runway 

. after that, mail once a week ..• a sand bar had become a runway, and 

the runway. an island ... job done .. the return to Pearl Harbor. 

• . . second half of Co. 0 packing up to leave ••• nobody reluctant 

at having to leave Pearl . Lt. Uffelman passing out ammunition on the dock 

. . . Marines on duty at the ship wondering who we were and what we were . . . 

Navy uniforms, Marine packs. and Army rifles, at least it looked that way .• 

aboard the 'U.S.S. Midway ... IIdonlt run from one side of the ship to the 

other!1I ••. GQ in the morning ... GQ at night •.• the Southern Cross at 

night.. gun watches •.• "rail ing watches .•. uno smoking down there, 

mate!" ••. Frank Kaiser showing electricians how to climb poles .•. the 

albatross which. much to Captain Knackel's dismay, relieved itself regularly 

on the bridge •.• this can't be all one ocean •.• there ahead was what 

appeared to be a small wooden crate bobbing around in the water .•. that, 

my friend, is Johnston Island now, how in hell could the navigator find 

a place as small as that? . . debarkation at Johnston ••. a Marine asking 

if we had requested that duty ... first d~y spent in cleaning rifles and 

fixing up living quarters ... then work. work, work, ..• speed and more 

speed ... fuel tanks.. bomb shelters ..• runways .••. bomb shelters 

... more bomb shelters ... enough we thought to sink the island. 

McGarry always a source of fun and trouble ... McGarry with a pail of water 

mistaking the dentist for Smoky •.. the dentist mistaking nobody for McGarry 

returning the pail ... and the water •.. GQ •.. "that's my rifle" ..• 

B. J. Walker and Williamson clashing head on . no words •.. just getting 

up and hurrying to GQ stations. . . .... Ray Glore's pot shot at ... 
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at the guy who was "Just a Sailor's Sweetheart" •••••..•••..... 

· .. Pete Troy, the fastest walker in the island ••• when Boats Johnson was 

behind him' ... Cronin betting on everything including the sunshine 

work, work, work, .•.move bomb shelters ••. eight months of bomb shelters 

and Magazines ... at last the day ... embarkation ••• Honolulu again • 

. . . now the whole Battalion back at Pearl ••• two weeks liberty ••. 

Honolulu ... giving vent to all those pent up feelings. beachheads on 

River Street ... Waikiki, with war-time entanglements ••• the Breakers 

• .. Hilo ••. Maui •.. the Royal Hawaiian .•• Kaimuki ••• two weeks 

pass ... back to earth ... drill, drill, drill, .•• Camp Catlin .•. 

right flank, left flank, rear march, right turn, left turn, ••• drill, drill, 

drill, ..• then back to work on a project second to none ••• JRA •.• the 

Battalion working together as a unit for the first time ••. runways for land 

planes ••• water ways for seaplanes ... ramps, piers, shops, ••. hangars, 

repair facilities, freight building, operations tower. • taxi ways, parking 

areas, turnarounds, ... water lines, sewer lines, gas lines, .•• roads, 

housing, warehouses, ... laundry, fire station, Ad building, .•• the draft 

of men going to Canton .•• the draft of men going to Kauai .•• OinC, Lt 

Monroe ... wrong boat ... finally Kauai •.. warehouses, port director, 

housing, direction finder ... the champion softball team ... the 

trips around the island ... back to pearl in September '43. 

JRA aga in. . . our second Chri stmas away from home . . .- the 

beer busts and usa Shows .. Sunday rides ... open air movies with mosquitoes 

· .. Amend's famous fishing parties ... no one ever fished .•. the Fifth 

band playing for local dances •.• Lefty's baseball team ... league leaders 

for a while and finally runners up in the tough Hawaiian league ... liberties 

and the Shore Patrol ..• the volunteers' for Commander Van Schaicks 14th Special 

job at Tarawa • Sam Black and the paint locker luaus •.. the Sunday luau 

and barbecue at the NYA grounds. the Allen Jenkins Show 
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lllisten Judge ll 
••• Guadalcanal Sal ..• beer lines, chow lines, Ship's service 

1i nes ~ pay lines, 1aundry 1i nes, bus 1i nes ~ 11 berty l'j nes • . • dreams of home 

· .• the death of our two mascots, Seabee I and Seabee II •.• the Skipper's 

most famous line "No work in the pineapple fields tomorrowl" ••. relieved by the 

67th • . . aboard the Matsonia . the Golden Gate ..• YEOWlll ..• Camp 

Parks ..• 30 days leave ... home ••. back to parks .•• drill, lectures, 

drill, schools, rifle range~ commando training .•. no kicks with new light 

carbines .•. liberty ... Oakland~ San Francisco .•. no tailor made blues 

· .. Hayward, San Jose ... Embarkation leave ... 15 days leave ..• the 

Challenger ... TWA ... UAL ..• AAL ... Back to Parks •.. orders to 

move .•• overnight to Port Hueneme .• drill, lectures ... march to the 

HT area shots and more shots . • • dance at Bards Barn • 1iberty . • . 

Oxnard, Santa Barbara, L. A., Hollywood .•• the usa in Ventura .•. Oxnard, 

"no vacancyll .... Ventura,"no vacancytl. . lectures and drills ..• 

transfers . bidding goodbye to old shipmates ..• welcoming aboard the 

new. the Virgil Bass philosophy ..• emergency leaves ..• PNAB ..• 

Gando . Hueneme fog . embarkation leave . . . boarding the Cape Neddick. 

a short stop at Pearl ... not like it used to be ••• endless days of sailing 

former battle fields ... Eniwetok ... lItwelve planes just left Truk 

they·ll be here in forty minutes .. stand ~y mate" ..• endless miles of 

water ... Ulithe ... sub alert. . "look at that DE gou ... tllet's get 

outta here!tI ... leyte . Samar . . Calicoan ... the Japs haa gone •.. 

jungles. heat, rain. insects, lizards. rain, sna~es, rats, more rain, scorpions, 

centipedes •... alerts, sleepless nights. all secure •.. tltry and find a 

dry place to sleep!" ... clearing out the heavy growth •.. the camp was 

completed ... post office. barber shop, Ship1s Service, brand new galley, Sea­

horse Bowl . . . church on Sunday. . . ABCD . • . NSD . . . Cali coan Highway 

· . a11 big jobs deadlines must be met ... trading with the natives 

~? 
I~ 



· . . tuba ••. loolde no touehie ••.• how much Joe . • . op to you . • . 

two peso ... not enough ••• you got laundry ••• one mattress cover ••. the 

Co. 0 detachment leaving for Victor 2 and Cebu • . • the draft of Co. Cleaving 

for Victor 5, Panay and 110 110 .•• the draft of Co. A leaving for Oboe 

2 and Balikpapan ... "bet theytre gonna break us up" .•• no they won't, the 

boys'll be back ... plenty of work •.. rationed beer ..• movies every 

night •.. USO Shows •.• music . 42-old discharge system ••. Shank, 

Allen and Robinson born too soon .•. PEACE .•. "SO the bastards finally go en-

hi" •• t t? II h . f th E till II OKoug. ...,S 1 rue.... w 0 cares 1 emperor says n • •. , 

so he I 11 do wha t he I s told II • • • IT I S OVER I • . . II I I d 1i ke to be in Fri seo 

tonight ll 
••• the point system ••• three and one-half years and now we're 

going to get that "paper" ••• a lot o'guys 

going home ... they'll miss the bitching, the dreaming, the waiting, the friend­

ships the suspense ..• you guys that are staying, your1re on your way to 

Tientsin •.• see you there mate. 
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MOVEMENTS Of NCB-5 

Fifth Sattal ion Cornnissioned at Camp Bradford, VA 25 May 42 

CO's A, S, &Section AB of Hdq. Co. left Camp Bradford, VA 5 Jun 42. Arrived at 
Davisville, RI 6 Jun 42. 

COIS A, B, &Section AB of Hdq. Co. left Davisville 11 Jun 42. Arrived at San 
Francisco 15 Jun 42. 

COIS C, 0, &Section CD of Hdq. Co. left Camp Bradford, VA 11 Jun 42. Co. D and 
Sect. 0 of Hdq. Co. arrived at San Francisco 15 Jun Co. C and Sect. C of 
Hdq. Co. arrived at San Francisco 16 Jun 42. 

Battalion left San Francisco aboard S.S. Lurline 16 Jun 42. Arrived at 
Honolulu, Oahu, T.H. 21 Jun 42. 

Co. 	 A. & Section A of Hdq. Co. left Honolulu aboard U:5.S. Midway and Resulus 
11 Jul 42. Arrived at Midway Islands 17 Jul 42. 

-
Detachment left Pearl Harbor aboard 5.5. Kilauea 19 Jul 42. Arrived at Palmyra 

24 Jul 42. 

Detachment left Pearl Harbor aboard U.S.S. Midway 30 Jul arrived at Palmyra
5 Aug 42. 

Detachment left Pearl Harbor aboard U.S.S. Wright 1 Aug 42. Arrived at Midway
5 Aug 42. 

Detachment left Pearl Harbor aboard U.S.S. Bery] 4 Aug 42. Arrived at Johnston 
Island 8 Aug 42. 

Detachment left Pearl Harbor aboard YHB-10, 10 Aug 42. Arrived at French 
Frigate Shoals 13 Aug 42. 

Co. 	 D left Pearl Harbor aboard U.S.S. MidwaY,22 Aug 42. Arrived at Johnston 
Island 25 Aug 42. 

I' 
1Co. 	 B left Pearl Harbor aboard U.S.S. Wright &Re9ulu~ 4 Sep. Arrived at Midway

10 Sep 42. 

Co. 	 E left Pearl Harbor aboard U.S.S. Burroughs 8 Dec 42. Arrived at Midway
Islands 15 Dec 42. 

Contingent left Johnston Island aboard U.S.S. Midway 21 Feb 43. Arrived at 
Pearl Harbor 24 Feb 43. 

JOhnston Island Contingent left Pearl Harbor, Oahu, aboard U.S.S. Midwal 
28 Feb 43. Arrived at Palmyra 5 Mar 43. 

French Frigate Shoals Contingent embarked on U.S.S. Midway 8 Mar 43. Arrived at 
Pearl Harbor 21 Mar 43. 

4 




MOVEMENTS Of NCB-S Cont'd 

Midway Contingent embarKed on U.S.S. Henderson 5 Apr,43. Arrived at Pearl 
Harbor 10 Apr 43. 

Palmyra Contingent embarked on U.S.S. Midway 25 Apr 43. Arrived at Pearl Harbor 
30 Apr 43. 

Contingent left Pearl Harbor 15 Jun 43. Arrived at Canton Island 21 Jun 43. 

Contingent left Pearl Harbor 10 Jul 43. Arrived at Kauai, T.H. 11 Jul 43. 

Kauai :ontingent embarked 14 Sep. Arrived at Pearl Harbor 15 Sep 43. 

Canton Island Contingent was transferred to Regiment 16 Mar 44. 

Battalion embarked on S.S. Matson;~ at Honolulu, Oahu, T.H. 19 Mar 44. Arrived 
at San Francisco 24 Mar 44. 

Battalion embarked at Port Hueneme on ~.S.S. Cape Neddick 10 Jan 45. Arrived at 
Calicoan. Philippine Islands 25 Feb 45. 

Victor 2 Contingent left Calicoan dDoard LSTs 1 Apr 45. Arrived at Cebu City, 
Cebu, 2 Apr 45. 

Victor 5 Contingent left Calicoan 12 Apr 45 aboard LSTs. Arrived at Parang, 
Mindanao 17 Apr 45. 

Oboe 2 Contingent embarked from Calicoan aboard LSTs 5 Jun 45. Arrived at 
Balikpapan, Borneo, 7 Jul 45. 

Victor 2 Contingent embarked on LSTs from Cebu 25 May 45. Arrived at Calicoan 
26 May 45. 

Victor 5 Contingent embarked on LSTs from Paranq, Mindanao 26 Jun 45 and arrived 
at Iloilo, Panay 28 Jun 45. 

Victor 5 Contingent left Iloilo, Panay aboard LSTs 26 Aug 45. Arrived at 
Calieoan 27 Aug 45. 

Oboe 2 Contingent left 8a11kpapan. Borneo aboard LSTs 25 Sep 45. Arrived at 
Calicoan 28 Sep 45. 

Then Came ihe Point System 

5 




--~..---------- ­

". 

, i '. . 

----------- .. 

-': 

, 

~." '... ",:. 


l' 
.. r·;I' , 

_.IL.. i _.I~.J...;t!:.r~.;...:.'·~,,~> 

NCB 5 WORLD WAR II AWARDS 

American Campaign Medal 

Served on Pearl Harbor and vicinity from 21 Jun 42 to 19 Mar 44 


Asiatic-Pacific Area Campaign Medal with 2 Stars 

Cebu City, Cebu, P.I. from 2 Apr 45 to 26 May 45 

Parang, Mindanao, P.I. from 17 Apr 45 to 28 Jun 45 


Victory Medal 

r 




co Ian 1M3 - Battalion coal••1...... At llO!C. C8IIp P811317, 'Va. 

15 liar 1945 - :Batt.. 4-.,arte4 for .DD, Port lIa:eJl..e, Oaltf. ...... 
1.... If, Of'ft••J'I., lOla"8O"lou (,1''''••uUoae). 
1036 fetal batt. ..ap1....1;. 

21 ... lM8 - leltelon #l al'II"~ '$rt ....... Lt. !.I.. 1Io1laa4 (1tQo.) 11l 

•..,.... 8 ~tn.c".. ., ... ' 
"'1.ea" arr.hri...... :Lt. I. 'I. 1'10••:11.14 in 
&t.i8rP. 8 .~t1... ., ... 

12 IIa:r 1M3 .. laelea II 811'. ».2" ...... Lt. CGIIIlr. C. :s. •• 
(01*') b ~.. 8 .m..... 338 ... 

, Apr 1MB .....tt. iQU'"'- ·...01'" ...... f.l" .. Iea'tle. I'll 
••••••• !w:o~... (~ ••ot$.ou). Icth.loa 11& 
1S .,tt••_. ....... ,-. r.L" .l~ ta ........ 
....1•• fl., 11 elfte._, 4i70 me.. _t. Coadr. lfaeh'ln 
ehezse. 

9 Apr 1M3 - Iota "llel~ &1'1",...... nn ...,'le, m ........... ~,•• 

41'ri.4e4 'n~ two..,t,..."•• 011 dooks ...tfte1al 01'4" Ul4 

bearded. .. oa.......... daT. 


10 Apr 1943 - latt. depart. aboari 1188 0lU.tII0H tor hth 11.....1)01'. 

13 .Apr 1143 .. _1'1.......... kW... ~... 8ecUfJ. #1 U ••1Ja.rkft. 
Lt. p .. t.. .1laDlC.... Ott.) as O-bt-C. SMt. Ilt 
10 oftle••, ". "'1 488 foW cetlpl...... 

19 ApI' 1M3 -SecU•• II 4eparte4 tor A4ak T.. A. abo..A .8 on", 
lft. fMr... as o-Xa-8. Sect. 12: 13 otfiCH'8, .'15JUIl, 488 !Of.A.L e&1Ilpl..ent. ' 

21 .Apr 1M3 - Sectloa 12 arrived. ..A4ak. ! • .A.. 

10 Ilq 1943 - A studol'!" u.Dt t 'eWhed. frOB Section 13 at Jdak 
and ...1..- 411\7 at SaD4:8&7. 1 Officer (.sign G. 

h.ckw.ter t in charce> I 89 1MD; 90 tofAL. 

20 Ju1 1M3 - Det" 11 of hot. 11Aeparte4 Jlu.tch !farbeJ' abeard 88 
MO:mw:IlWtI: to Jo1n8eet. fa at Adak. Arriftd 23 Jb.l7 
liU. 10 lien; 92 !lO!At 

Ii M 1943 - Dei. f2 of Sect. 11 departed Dntch !arbor by plane to 
.101n Sect" f2 at.Mat. Arrived 21 J'tl17 1943. 3 o!t'fieer. 
(no enlisted men). 
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25 Jul 1943 - Det. f3 (bel,... ot Section II)'.. 5 Otti08r. (Lt. 
put....tea Bar'bor aboan. 11M! WIIAllAD I. L. Iollaa4. ill 
tor J4ak to .10111. Sect. 12. ArriTe4 charp); .. Mell 
2& J\Ill' 1'.. ..,,_AL 

I) .. Mr. 1laU 1UVel' rekrned1M3 ... Ce.tr, "I. .. ...o-t..c. ._ 
Spe¢W 1'fD. lett bat.alioa on to the _tit. ad. later 111. 
a441".~ , ............ Itt. Mr. .....1"'...... ,....nt17'.1.••11_.... ttftCHtr. a ••1-._ ...t.fIIMli-tJl...C Oil 10 
• 1 .il11& o-~. J'tme 1,""• 

16 s.p 1M3 ...... JiIeI' .........t RlobH bat.. .' ilL 1111 ut 
alloll at .MaC. 

• Je .. 114.4 ". ".lea • (1/2 of .tt.) ~t... 
..... aboard ., lIIIIJff IjJLIBU toY' 

'0'.8. 


J2 Jeb 1944 - klt.alon 11 antTed Oaap , ..... 

2 'Iar 1944 .....10. II (1'....... • f 'batt.) 

......... Ad.ak aboard. SS ~ tor 

trIO 8. 


11 liar IM4 - ...10. II arrlqd o.p PulE•• 
.... _bel... reJolui. 

boa the U .. ot ill. 6'bh "ectal', return troll the .uea.t~ 'IIIltiU 1t :;­
lett th. Stat.. aca1n on lta aecond tour OYereaas as & haAI.Oat'-l1on ( 
'he o....Oou' .. 00II»1_11$ flu....... geat17, with 1........" .......... 
4rafte occvtac _"1 tile la.t ,_ 4Iqa beto.' u,."",•• : l'lh&ztfJc 
thi. tiM, the oal7 4.'...... ' wl1eh .tt11 retained Its 14_Ut7 
witil the 5th ep.e1al wae OD .14, wbo•• JlOT_t. are ttI.Cilwled 111. 
tlMl tol1orillg log. 

22 JUD 1144 - Det. fl ot OJ) 2614 4epp.... Camp Parka 2 Offtcums (Lt. (Jc) 0.0. 
hI' a••ttl•• m C11.U. upe4ttlon. m lIea !rarnbull. 1n 

114 !H.&l. charge) 

II JuI 1944 ... Det. 12 of OJ) 2514, 'epart.d Camp , Oftlc.~1 (L'.(J,) 0.1. 
h,rke tor a..ttle. m CtJLA. axpedl­ L-" Joslin in 
Uon. Jolned.Detad;uant fl. 91 IO!AL Oharge) 

-2­
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'II. ­
11'IIIAI! OZ • 1M MIA RUIU!IU~ I6lfAW91 '.&AN) i~ 

8) Ial 1'" - "tt. traDat.lT_ fro. 0uIp Parka 1. Otftc••T.n. Cdr.. )I. 
to .AID lort ...... 'by tratA. AniT.a..... I.. lfollud. 
21 JIe.ly 1944. "'. IOfAL 01.0)

bat1; • .....,...,. 

18 Jag 1M6 "" 	Ia$•• tl'DBtereito ~1&, 
"1_, Oallf•• h ¥O* 1114,. tor ...e.kl.... 	al't"," ......... 

DM·..., ...... 

10 .., 1"'- "tt. r ...... to .alii ~~ 
W~... "Ii.'" U "'Hi).,. lJiM. 

• Oct 1 ..... "'t ......... __ Po", ..... • om..... (l.t.Gtr. J.L. 

.... trill .... '" ••,..............,.. . Bol1aD4, OIB)
,,-IOIQ, . 

11". 11M ... 	AtI'1.... lit..... m .... 
1'1 .0'1' 19M -	 llIp&J'Ml .1M .,. tor Jrol1.a41a.m..,.... 
1t 1'0'1' 1M4 -	 .un...e4 .11....1&. m LeTt•• 

• lOT 1944: ........... Boll.aa.cU. in coDn7 t'lr 

. . 	 r..,....­

8 Deo 1"" -~ air attMk on CCllm,tl'. 

$ Dec 1944 ... J.1:'lot'1'e4 1ao1olMm, Le7te. m Gu.1UD,........ 

• Dec 1144 ... .,..'ed taclobaa, Leyte. 

10 Dec 194,4 - A:rrl.... au.... aa..:r. ea4 di••barked. 
t.e4laftlr oo_oet. • ...,...a.orl:n.g opel'atiOD,8. 

15 Dec 19M - CD .14 deput'" lor' ...... tor ... 1 Officer (L'.(Jg) 0.0. 
J'JIaae1800, I'ft MIt 1gettlal lOB" !b.1a lIi .. !uralmll. in 
4na.oJlata;t bad. r.~ t:ro. Cm.a. ex­ 181 total char..> 
pe41tl0., puted 1....... r ....rgani... 

10 '.b 1Na - Batt. tru.f.red 11"08 9ullUUl to 
Call..... Iaaar. 

16 )'eb 1MB - CD Hl4 arrl'ftd Os,11e08l'1, Samar and re­
Jalae4 Itb Special. 

-3­

http:Boll.aa.cU
http:traDat.lT


I_AI·•·.. It&6.ttiQ....SW .tH"'· (fUiIAIt) ••p.~. . ... . ... :s
' . . 

a....1 hl 1945 - Iat1&11011 MY 1...... ad. op8J'atlmg at 
Calico_. S-W. 7.1. 

f 
\ 
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25 May 1942 
OS Jun 1942 

06 Jun 1942 

11 Jun 1942 

11 Jun 1942 

15 Jun 1942 

15 Jun 1942 

16 Jun 1942 
16 Jun 1942 

21 Jun 1942 
21 Jun 1942 
11 Jul1942 

11 Ju11942 
19 Jull942 
24 Jul1942 
30 Jull942 
01 Aug 1942 
04 Aug 1942 
OS Aug 1942 
OS Aug 1942 
08 Aug 1942 
10 Aug 1942 
13 Aug 1942 
22 Aug 1942 
25 Aug 1942 
O4Sepl942 
10 Sep 1942 
08 Dec 1942 
15 Dec 1942 
05 Apr 1943 

5th Naval Construction Battalion 

Chronology 

Commissioned at Camp Bradford, Vuginia. 965 men and 23 officers. 
Companies A, B, and section AB ofHeadquarters company left Cap 
Bradford. 
Companies A, B and section AB ofHeadquarters company arrived at 
Davisville, Rhode Island. 
Companies A, B and section AB ofHeadquarters company left 
Davisville, RI. 12 officers. 
Companies C, D and section CD ofHeadquarters company left Camp 
Bradford, VA. 12 officers. 
Companies A, B and section AB ofHeadquarters company arrived at 
San Francisco. 
Company D and section D ofHeadquarters company arrived at San 
Francisco. 
NCB 5 left San Francisco aboard S.S. Lurline 
Company C and section C ofHeadquarters company arrived at San 
Francisco. NCB 5 deployed to Midway, 1014 men and 24 officers. 
NCB 5 arrived at Honolulu, Oahu, T.R 
NCB 5 arrived at Pearl Harbor. 
Company A and section A ofHeadquarters company left Honolulu 
aboard U.S.S. Midway and Regulus. 
NCB 5 arrived at Midway Islands. 
Detachment 1 left Pearl Harbor aboard S.S. Kilauea. 
Detachment 1 arrived at Palmyra. 
Detachment 2 left Pearl Harbor aboard U. S. S. Midway. 
Detachment 3 left Pearl Harbor aboard U.S.S. Wright 
Detachment 4 left Pearl Harbor aboard U.S.S. Betyl 
Detachment 2 arrived at Palmyra. 
Detachment 3 arrived at Midway. 
Detachment 4 arrived at Johnston Island. 
Detachment 5 left Pearl Harbor aboard THB~10. 
Detachment 5 arrived at French Frigate Shoals. 
Company D left Pearl Harbor aboard U.S.S. Midway. 
Company D arrived at Johnston Island. 
Company B left Pearl Harbor aboard US.S. Wright and Regulus. 
Company B arrived at Midway. 
Company E left Pearl Harbor aboard U.S.S. Burroughs. 
Company E arrived at Midway Islands. 
The battalion returned to Pearl Harbor. 



21 Feb 1943 
24 Feb 1943 
05 Apr 1943 

10 Apr 1943 

25 Apr 1943 

30 Apr 1943 

15 Jun 1943 
21 Jun 1943 
10 Jul1943 

11 Jul1943 
14 Sep 1943 
15 Sep 1943 
16 Mar 1944 
19 Mar 1944 
24 Mar 1944 
13 Jun 1944 
10 Jan 1945 
27 Feb 1945 
01 Apr 1945 
02 Apr 1945 
12 Apr 1945 
17 Apr 1945 
25 May 1945 
26 May 1945 
05 Jun 1945 
26 Jun 1945 
28 Jun 1945 
07 Jui1945 
26 Aug 1945 
27 Aug 1945 
25 Sep 1945 
28 Sep 1945 
20 Dec 1945 

Johnston Island Detachment departed aboard the U.S.S. Midway. 
Contjngent arrived at Pearl Harbor. 
Midway Detachment embarked on U.S.S. Henderson. All Detachments 
are being reassembled at Pearl Harbor. 
Midway Detachment of6 officers and 557 men and 7 officers arrived at 
Pearl Harbor. 
Palmyra Detachment embarked on U.S.S. Midway. 


Palmyra Detachment of2 officers and 166 men arrived at Pearl Harbor. 


The Canton Detachment left Pearl Harbor. 

A Detachment of33 men arrived at Canton Island. 

The Kauai Detachment left Pearl Harbor. 


A Detachment of 1 officer and 38 men arrived at Kauai, T .R. 

Kauai Detachment embarked for Pearl Harbor. 

Kauai Detachment arrived at Pearl Harbor. 

The Canton Detachment was transferred to the Regiment. 

NCB 5 embarked on S.S. Matsonia at Honolulu, Oahu, T.R. 

NCB 5 arrived at San Francisco, CA. 

NeB 5 arrived at Port Hueneme, CA. 1068 men 25 officers. 

NCB 5 embarked at Port Hueneme on U.S.S. Cape Neddick. 

NCB 5 arrived at Calicoan, Philippine Islands. 1079 men, 31 officers. 

Victor 2 Detachment left Calicoan aboard LSTs. 

Victor 2 Detachment arrived at Cebu City, Cebu. 

Victor 5 Detachment left Calicoan aboard LSTs. 

Victor 5 Detachment arrived at Parang, Mindanao. 

Victor 2 Detachment embarked on LSTs from Cebu. 

Victor 2 Detachment arrived at Calicoan. 

Oboe 2 Detachment embarked from Calicoan aboard LSTs. 

Victor 5 Detachment embarked on LSTs from Parang, Mindanao. 

Victor 5 Detachment arrived at Doito, Panay. 

Oboe 2 Detachment arrived at Balikpapan, Borneo. 

Victor 5 Detachment left Doilo, Panay aboard LSTs. 

Victor 5 Detachment arrived at Calicoan. 

Oboe 2 Detachment left Balikpapan, Borneo aboard LSTs. 

Oboe 2 Detachment arrived at Calicoan. 

NCB 5 was inactivated. 
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