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1 0  '42 - 
25 Peb '43 - 

7 Mar ',44 -- 
23 J~n'44 - 

The 1st CB was commf ssfoned at BCTC, C m p  Allen ,  BOB, ?Jox?r~.. 
Co. "AH & nBn and 112 of Hdqtrs Co. of  the 1st CB(tata1inp; amrny: 7.: 

off. and 500 men), des~ignatcd tho 2nd Const. Det., cnbn.rked f o r  Tn~r-".?:-*- 
Co. nCn & nDu and the o t h e r  hlf of Hdq-trs Co. of the  Isf @(,$ctn.l:.~,,r 
approx. 12 off. and 500 men), designated the 3 r d  Const. Drt .  erni~r?.,*!:-;~ 
f o r  Efate. 
3rd C'onst, Det. a r r i v e d  Efate where it r e m i n e d  on &it!: until. marc-?. -:.;-.';-. 
2nd Canst. Det. on 29 Apr'43. 
2nd Const. ?et. a r r i v e d  at Tongptabu. 
9 o f f i c e r s  ~ n d  350 men of thc 2nd Const. D e t ,  der>art,ed frnrn Tnncy.t.-.k.?.. 
4 o f f i c e r s  %nd 125 men were detached from the 2nd Const. D e t  . e..nC 
remnined at Tonetabu. The 4 o f f i c e r s  and 125 men r emin ing  9.t Ton.-.t:':v~ 
were t h e r e a f t e r  designated the "Fditn Det~.chment of fhc Is% C3. 
Th* 9 o f f i c e r s  and 350 men of the  2nd Const. D e t .  arriv~d ?.t -g?.ta, 
( ~ f t e r  the a r r i v a l  of the men of the 2nd Const. Pet.  at, Ff'rte ?.-h?r@ t3f 
3rd Const. Det. was located, the two u n i t s  were merged on 29 P y ' f l - f  ?.n 

accordancw with VClTO l t r  to  CodavBasasSoPac d e d .  :Sere 053.?.070 5t.l 7" 
Apr '43 1. 
The "EditH Detachment l e f t  T o ~ l g ~ t a b u  f o r  tiellis Island. 
The "Editn Detachment was transferred from Wallis t o  Efatr and J O S L ~ ? ~ .  
the 1st CB. 
The 1st CB returned t o  the U.S. 
The 1st CB was inactivated.  

-. 
---1nf o furnished S n l i s  ted Personne?. s.xbca 

Section by CB Dperatiana. 

Itinerary of the 1st Const. Batt* 

1st S.E.. 
.- . 1 Ave'47 rrfnort. ~f tt..o l e t  C" 4-t zf.zt,~ ??.  Z~?=CC,  :3 : . - - . - - *c ,  ~ - . -  

Nxint. Letachrent 2.t T m . y ~ t ? b i ~  cmsistq ~f 4. of:.. -?;I l-.].F T P ~ .  

L t .  Yo-mr; ord+ye& ,,r!th hi_? d p t a ~ ~ ~ e n t ,  $0  ;.:pPIL!_? I s ! . - ~ , i  3 - -  A ? - & - -  .... . ' - - . - . -  ' . - .  " .  - 

USXA3 Tonp?+,bil t o  e.~?>j ~ ~ r : ~ ~ ~  dt.d .?Q ! i~~~ ' ' ' j  
Lt. Pounf; -r.d Lt.. Irc--t .~- ,  F.fmz, p-I? \..ft.ht?=c= y d i t  3 ~ ~ . r q ~ ~ = : ~ ~ * . -  ;!.. -*, ., 

of this datzackaent. ( 1  5e~jldZ r 9 ~ t . e ~  O? 7-t 3 -  : c C  ,?": -. . 
1 3ecI.1:: re;,c,rf 9f I.-+ C'i? - T;?? 3DIT > o + , : : ~ + ~ ~ t :  in +-:-:?CC+*: t -  : A :  . - . - . . 
t b a i ~ t  8 3 ~ ~ ~ 4 ~ .  
From g e t ~ q l ~ ~ ~ ~ t  ' T q ? t l r : ?  f4c3 - L e f t  ..'-' I . . ~ L - . @ ,  " - '?. " . . " . fi.,q ,I:-. . -,.-. .. ..,-.. . . :., . 

<?t :.!f..te 8 3 ~ ~ ' 4 , ? . .  
1st CE 30.9 for Dec'4.7 - Cnns+,mctfon -c.~r'.- :-rr."7_n'~.:, 2-. : ; r . . . A a  - -  'b . .. - - 

. . *  .. 

~:hd C . 3 .  t o  bc r ~ t d  t,? I;.:':. 
t and 2nd Cy p u e m e r + ~  7 ElpyI ( r d \ ( :  !.I? ~p L:, *--- --. : . - - 

Cl?i*iu 550 s.rr-'_ved X f * t e  sonettr;:e In FpbU4 t,a seclrp t , ' ~ ~ p  ?,-.+~t, r i . ~  . -- a . -  - - 
C3 ?S of I:? ?+??,144. (1 - ? m h l U  "p-~rt ,772.": >l>' 



--I jome& i;+ :9nrt42 oy iet,rqh?n< I!? 3f ' -t -;-";. z7- .. . . . -.cr ' - . ,  , . . . . -  

" 3 t I  2nd !'7" CO plus 1. !< no. 
, , 7 2  * : : 4  ,r., S y c <  '..:. - -  - .-,'- . . - . - - 4- 5-+! - 51.: s q r p r i s i q  ''7" , '$3"; ,?.ni 11'? :1', s!' ' ,-' 

embarkat ion paint, . 
- r  -7.. 

1 -  - CcrEpose& ,-f Tos C snd 2 ~f x9*, 23 - et r~2;- - cr,r--:c'.'-;r - - . , . - f  . . . 
, C ' - ' .  ' ' ?  ' , - 

. - , . < " A  . ' ties. l r n d i ~ y  fl_el& ,qnd senyl?r,e k?.c.p ~?--?r??-'."? '-2 -r:..?f?-- I.',:. 

aen f rm 3 l r r c h ~ r .  
- 4  - C310 511 con7.i ?tin,? rf 5 riff. -,n(j ;).?() 302 ..ri>l - C  : * - rc - i  .. . . : L r . j  5'. i ' - : L  ' .'= .' ' 

2nd 3c)~ce ns r e l fp f  ,f ,3nd rn& F r C  zfmt 1st -3. r o ~ . ~ -  . . . - - m n Z r . '  . . .  ' - . .r :,-: '^. - 8 ' : r .  .. . ,. 
-. ., , 

Pee t h p t  rntiro 1st I,ct,t sent  5:~c.k 5.0 Tr.r!?p fnr ~ r c t  ,-T :-l rer-.--'.- -. 
no at h i s  desc re t i an .  IFroi? i s c  r c ~ s r ' ;  :. cf C?) 

- - Lo2ptian of 1st Cz - Z f 7 . t ~  Tc.?k,-,nd (CQmN,-~r?-spc, :?cT-,- 9-59 \ -  - - . -  , "- . - .- '. - 
5-12-42) 

3-7-62 - Lt . V.Q. L~ut.er2 2nd ,521 men r>rci;pred .from ':3',": Thrfc I.!:, ~,rc--.;~n.- ?,?.-- - - . C -  -, . .  - ' .  .- 

point for S1~3.cher. 
. ? l-:3-l-A,? - Sonpose& 9f Cos A & E of 1st. Cl? - located Elencker. T? rob 7.5.3 3 3 F r .  --.:. 

rn~n :~nh t 3  t r r n s f ~ r  r e n ~ ! . ! _ ~ ~ . e r  to .3~ses. - ~ q e c t ,  t.0 ~?.::nlp$rc r..~rl: I: I , ---'. .. .. 

2-3Z--12 - 1st Section n01~ ~t A O E ~ S ,  
4-14-4,? - As of 14 April ,  the >!nd nna 3rd C ~ n g t r  B e t ~ c h ? e n t , =  .TFT::~.~ -,r. : P--  .,. - . . 

145.11 operste  ti %e k. '~ l r .wn 2 s  tk 1 ~ t  C O ~ C . ~ .  37Llt. 
. , :  . : - - - .  6- 7-LZ - 1 Ma.yt4S re-rt of the b t I;? - r l a iw  e~_+,ens5-?t 1.:r.r'- ?.n --: - . ., . 

'- 2: 7 -  ;,, ,, " L1- e-47 - 1 0ct143 r e y r t  - :aft, D e t ~ c h n e n  qp :i '?li?c I s .  ?- ' . : t : r . .? , . , A _ .  _ _  . .  

+,a return to 1st 03 ~ t .  Tn e.?'rly d : ' t ~ .  
i2 - 7--g -1 !*i.iov'43 repert, . ? t ~ + , p e  C,hic: detr>&ment. t.9 ~ e ) r ) ' f i  t \e  :s+, :.-; c -,-7 .;-I. *. : ' -*.. - . .  

e b ~ i l n b l e .  
., - . .. 1- 6 - 4  - 1 DeclBP r e y r t ;  - The ZI)IT -'',p.chmen% 5 s  e ~ p ~ ' , p d  b,nl~.!,: = t  .'i.!l;. ?-:.-.-:- , .;:. - 

1- 7-44 - 8 3ec14.3 re->opt, - Lt. Y o - j ~  1% 2tnC ~f t h i s  3ptrchypr.+, . yk" iLn+ ~ . T ' : _ - C . - ~  . .: .$, . ". . . >.*71.1is is. 3Q ITovl4Z r e j ~ i n e <  1 s t  C3 at ':fr'e a 1 1 ~ ~ - 7 .  



Seabee Museum
Declassified



.I , . , . a v ~ l  canstruetian Lattal ions,  r -x i l i ar  ;o the  A,xry cnginccrs ir! 
p::~-psc, !~ ;~r l  b w n  plnnrrrd duriny t l ~ o  f i r r t  ;;orlcl ..'er, but t he  Arr.istic~; 
~.:r=-ventpcl t.5~: f r3rn ~ C I C O T P ~ ~ :  9 :palL i ty .  ? h - - r : ~ i c i ~ ? s :  VJ??II :*I::I~ ' i l:~:;  cZS? - 
clali;.. c d ~ l a r c d  I n  k c .  19L1 t,he Fcaa of ?;al;,-y ren buL7-dln~. s h c r e  i n s t a l -  
1at.io:::- l'or L.?c f i.r-.ct t:ns r t i l l  nrtrcl' :In ic:ca, 2r.d sor.ethlr:g re\! f'3r 5he 
E?::y. P ~ r i n c  t.bn d a y s  oi' ;larrl -.mrl.:, .?nd s ~ ~ n t  ~incc I'r3r.rl. i ;.~rbol-, . - :!lr? 

IGor:st:.uc;io_? D . 2 t " , n l i ~ r , s  het!e becoxs a fullfl?dg?d corp cf' t5c ; . n - q r ,  al- 
tl?ol1['5 !.'nr::i nrlc t,+c :rounr;c:: L corps, t l ~ u y  bnv-r; carr.c:! zi-:ci !.;or_ t h e  resaect 
of 31.1 cur a r n ~ d  f ~ r z n s .  



s.; t.?r ..nr. ni' ,7.!nr]-::.y ] . 9 ; 2  ,-r,~q:!l r.\::: 1:;d : V i l r :  rccri:ifc?d t3 f t e r t  
trairilj!: rllert forcor,s;xfl;c t', 33 h-q?.t.?,l j n!:s. ' ] ' C i s  .)? :.ri.rt Lhi-PIII.-~! r *!;1!1:1 1' bc~r;= 
L.r-,it; nk; i1.t I;re:l t lakes, !:orfolk, i ~ c ?  :Ic,-:!?o:-t. F l t . h o ~ r h  rorn.? or' t!'?:?a h.76 

. a  7 i t.t.1 . :-. >I.:-. I I 0 1  ! - I  . , : .  : I L u .  ;. LK group5 h9d 
'.I. . -If,,. !-... , ,I,, *:i<:r t , p j  .inr, ;.I7 ~ j -  b,h m, 1. ,-:<,,T. :-, 31 ..--I: ::o:i1 : ki!... .#.f:... I- 

. . 
'I-:. 1 J ' . ~ B . -  !'I LI- t , . , , : ~ .  t - - , . s l  . , f .  . . , p ~ ! -  <>I.>I~':;;~. ,'f~fn;J ,rzd -t : ~ , z y j - ~ ~ ; ~  :!.'{.-'.. 
c::-ps . 

v. w R CT~::.; f i rr'. 4.0 r:ltnr 5. :  t I::!cI j l::.:~::.j nus :l~lr::.:.. rmz .in t !,.. b:.lcl-: - .  - 
1.-1':*-11:1::: c+T~:>:c: >:<! $0 t .5~ f : l*-nrLll~ mrss 593 '1. b:.r cnv.:rr.rl ~.!:.ll.~,:? yr-. L tl,. ?,:- ;.:<- 
; I r I I :  t i  -.;;;,ir~:. :, i,t::-. cr::., r';' c o l d  :'or 5;1:',ck Ccons.:t. -.:il: 
:' bf7.x:; kt: r.:?*?~at .?rq:cf h y i  L l q l ~  th,..vm. y b . 7  . .. : 3 . .  11 .::!Ic> c~.x.*  .P~I :{ ,  I:l:~t:*:;r, ,..lu:r~: 
: . l i r - j ; : : ;  I r l  ;;a::- s o r t  of q ~ z r ; ~ t ; ; ! ? n ,  ,?r-:vj : .l,-j5m 4-  . .~ . : I  .. .. t.0 LI::.: : - . ; a  

r:,c:rz -it <.OI. h : ~  b . 1  ;:j. I 1 *.c !>.:.,.r c-~rd..:.,. '1:~: y ; , : : ~  sd : lz~,t.;r I:.-$~G ir. f r - : : ~  
?.?:rrscks c"r.s'.~.;l.:y dn6yi.n;. :.l:.-. t>r :n sh:::. c.,r! 1 1  cr-tclrs,  k c ;  
1'1 :y dip! :.--.!; ?, 1' n.1 ~ri.i,s -,o :.l.c>-ri.d:-.t,r.:- , .-.rl* I,! , . :  1:-.-. -.>t. '.!I L,c, .r -:~r.-l.-n. 



I 

In Jaruary a conk-st was held to gst n distinctive nzm? end ins ignia  
for the ~rbri3ni.c construction b:~tcaEons.  TSc: nsrrc Sctbcas (20s) :rns 
officinlly r l d o ~ ~ l i d ,  :~nd thu ins ip lnia  hccamc thc no)! ranil iar a n c r y  bcu i n  
2 bluejackste u ~ j f o r n ,  clutching tha tools of construction and unr i n  its 
r i t t s .  ,l draf tsrar. a t  Quonsct; sut?mitt,ed t h a  rzms and insignia.  

The mcn were s e n t  2ither b e f o r e  or after wonsot to  >l.'l.X czmps on 
t5a Zast  Coast or I.!iddlc .!est. Onr? officer had chnrgf? of froa 100 to 300 men 
and c5irtfs. X t  >i.Y.i~. ccnps tht: mon d r i l l c d  h a l f  thr: timc ur.d~:~.  rnni'jnn 
instructors. Thc rcst of th.: t l r ~ e  thzy worked ir, ths shops clr' the 71.Y.A 
csnps and studied thcir trades. 

k t  the W.'l.h canps t h e  qood corirndcship b~twcten nrlrinss and si.?? hozs 
szs f irst  d s t z b l i s  hed. Thc narinc instructors gave d r i l l s  inc losc  a r d x  
rr.%rchi.r~r nr~d i;hurc p o s s i b l i ~  inopcr: ordcr conbat. Lecturcs v,.ra ~ i . v ? n  on 
r.ili-Lr~r-y custorrrs, s n : ~ l l  ams, c : : ~  ~ z n i t : t i w ,  and firs', c id. 5 3 ;  I: pr .~ct ice  
w2s givan In Lndoor rnngcs w i t h  22 cc l ibsr  rifles. 

Th2 )I .Y .h. shops wzre  u n u s ~ c l l y  ~ : l l  c q u i ~ ~ n d  for i ~ s t r u c t i n c  welders, 
rr:?chinis ts, r..:tnlsr;iit!;s, and stotor rw:chinists; t5xz wcrc a l so  shops f o r  
f ory:inf: f ourxlry and uoodworkin~. 

:nI.Y.A. cmpc  v z i d  considerably cs to locrltion and Living condilions. 
Son]; of r,!i..m wcrc 1ocsLc:d i r ~  Lowns, others Marc oet in the country. In 

I sene the X'r3v:r men r.ovi-d i n  w i t h  -2 zinirnun of troublc; i n  o tkrs  a rrl,jor ,job 
of cleaning and paint- !-ad to be don;, bcforc thz  q c n c t e r s  rcachcc a 'davy 
s t a ~ d a r d  of' ~ l c o n l ~ c s ~ .  'i'h.? slovur11:r way P I .  P .A studcnts were c o r ~ t l ! n t  i,o 
livc: l;?d to  cntnronism br,tv.:~n S;1.?b~cs nnrl the  s tudcnts .  

I!i ,.!v~:ry town, how~vcr ,  tbl,: Lo:Jna pt:opld nnd thu scrtl!, cs w r ? ~  on 
cordinl t,-?ms. TL:c nc:n who stayad z f u l l  r..onth i n  any 3.Y.h cnn2-, whcr-; 
l i b e r t y  wtrs gran+Yl?d generously re~.,:ird t h l t  period of t h c i r  trcining 3-s tt.12 

IlnppLust time they have 11-:d i n  thc )!nvy. 

Tha public wzs now info,r;rlad zhout tho Saabces, and t5c d u t i s s  ex- 
pcctxl o f  thi~r.. E ~ r l y  ir. PI.-rch thc Sezbccs tlr~rl sufficient men w i t h  primary 
t ra ininl ; ,  ?nfi rwrpvrinncr! ir: i:orkinc and l i l c i ny  t.@ge't5.?r as 3 mil i t2ry  con- 
s t r u c ~ i o n  o r ~ m i x a t i o n  t,o form t h e  E r s t  Bat ta l ion .  

Ij, 1;~r'cIt 13, 19113 nll unit.? ?t W.'rl.fl C n q n  or Ouonsct P o i n t  bier? 

~ . r ~ t . r p i ~ ~ A  for KorTolk bib,?re camp Xllc:~ r;2s ~mdsr construction on l snd  Sat- 
;ic.':n ilorl'~1k Country Club and El .O.3 .  T!iat :.rcc:k cncl the untts grri.vl:d frox 
tht: Srtpr! C!-:brlnr; F,<rry by Ilussl:c r.?it!~ cries of "lirc wc Trai l )  R l ~ . . / , r ? r ~ ' '  .-in< 
" L J ~ %  at t5c mud." A t  tb-zt t h . e  tire antraccc to Canp k l l c n  w;!s t5a back 
door t!~roug!l ttrr? umls ,  end the r s l i n s  !lad turncd t h ~  srcna i n t o  ,? swamp of 
I . .  R l ~ i  l d i n g n  irfir-r: only  plrt.i;l 1;: !'ir~i slr..ri, ;s lastc~r k--ts s t i l l  rri. In 3.d 

\.v.*.ing. n14  ~ J l n : h i n y ,  , l r i i  f:) eonr'nsrd. 

P 

i h ? t  w ~ ? I ? ~ I . ! ~ I ~  was rm .r.nci c h i l l ~ p  nnd thr n n l y  r.r:lrin p1ncr.s in cnrcp xrJrr: 

I 
the ~,alli:y or t h s  t,nll;orary shed over th.2 f i e ld  hoi lzr .  nrinkina :'--m-tt~ins 
41-i ljp:d wi!lUm :!:tt.~r', while: +,!I.: rh4 l ~ ~ 1 t - r  1 1 - d  r.irld W - a  t.--~. abnLy. Ttlc rac i -ntors 
Td-:r7: IIO+. l ~ f ~ > k - - d  l i p  :: t. -1 1 . 



On Monday morning, howevcr, intensive close ordcr drill was started 
on the parade grounds which had l a t c ly  becn a corn f i e l d ,  ar.d where t h e  corn 
s t u b l ~  was st i l l  standing. Mcn and officers too, found that a buzzing sound 
accompanied than t o  bed; it  w ~ n t " D r c e p ,  two throe four your l e f tq1 .  It was 
a considerably different sound tbr. t 5 e  '*Hip hip,'' of a Navy Boot carp, or 
the "liut, Elut," of tho  Army. I t  was t h e  mrchinq C R ~ C ~ C C  o f  t!lc lIarfnes 
and Seabess. 

During t5c xock bulldozers came to thc field to a s s i s t  the f e e t  o f  the 
Seabees i n  snoat!iinj: out t h e  corn ficld, and on S ~ t u r d a y  morning, :larch 21 
C a . 3  Allen !Jar, formally co~~n i s s ioned  w i t h  a dress parade during a pe l t ing  
rainc torn. 

Caqp Allen uas too new for  t h e  first Battalion to derive the bene f i t s  
tha t  Battalions recttived frorn training thcrc. I t  was then r.ore of a formtion 
cent,cr arid f i n a l  supply base for nen 1:oinc: over scas. 

D r i l l s  and lectures  were a continuation of those given a t  other camps. 
This jicriocl, hclireves, [cave o heuded d i s c i p l i n o ,  nnc! opportunity for f ornotion 
of eornpanics. Persomel problems were aorked over; men exchanged as needed 
by different  conpznies; and a com'jlenent of rates established. Personal gear 
m s  inspscted or.d more gcnr was iss~ecl .  

4 The Firs t  B3ttallon xas divided into four Companies and a headquarters 
cortnnny. Conpanics A nnd P ~ s r i t i ! ~  b n l f  of Hondquartcro m d o  up tho Sacond 
3e tacben t ,  and Conpanies C and D with she r a s t  of Headquarters made up the 
Third  Detacbant.  Thcre  wrs no F i r s t  Uatacbent .  

Vary fe-ii men rcmcrnbcr Camp Al len  with any fondnass, nor Yorfolk. The 
cam? l i f e  was ra l k e r  unpleasant b a c a u ~ e  of confusion and nud an2 unfinished 
hui ld ines ,  :I t r ip  t o  Norfolk >rns n choro, and tho  c i ty  of fcrcd l i t t l e  i n  
t he  xaj- of recrea?.ion. get tin^ back to  cafip xas a problen ai; f i r s t ,  because 
pract ica l ly  nobcdy knew anything about Can? Allen or i t s  locat ion  i n c l u d i q  
strrc:t cor conductors and b3xi-cah drivcrs. It was slr.ost necessnrg the 
f irs t  few days in Camp Fallen t o  blase 2 trail to tcwi so that  you could find 
your way back. 

Jiberty uaa very spnsrnodj.~, and r:uard duty flourished l i k c  a xced. 
Somy of t l ie men k e p t  t5mselved s o  well hidden that  they nisscd the d r i l l i n g  
and werv: Sr?en only n t  chow time cr in t!ic Liberty 1ir.e. A few ot,hers didn't 
show for a week. 

1lclt:kt:nd l i b c r t y  nos f i r u l ly  grnntr:a t h e  wcokcnd beforc E ~ t s t e r ,  and 
Zen had a chznc.? t o  see t h c i r  families for the first timc s i n c c  thoy jaincd 
t he  Navy. For nen i n  t!1~2 Third Dstachr.snt tl-iis xould a l so  bt: t5c l a s t  timc 
tt~c:y hncl l i b a r t y  i n  t h e ; :  St;ntc:s, for they ucrc t o  leavc on Fastc.~' Sunday 
[four nonths t o  thr: day a f t e r  Pe-rl i!nrhor) on t5c start of t h e i r  l o n ~ ;  t r i ~  
to Bas+ hses ,  ~ n d  shorLly a f t s r  t ha t  the  Second Detachment sailed f o r  Bzse 

L BLcachcr . 



The Second Dcttacbnent of thc First Construct ion Bettzl ion l e f t  Canp 
Allen bay bus ar:d boarded the U.S.S. Nevi119 r t  t51. docks of :lorfolk X.O.13. 
on t h e  morninr of A ~ r i l  8th, 1912, t h e  :Jednesdny af ter  Ezster,  four ~ o n t 5 s  
after t l l .2 h o r n b i ~ l ~  of F'eerl f inrbor.  Innsnluch as t5c [;an_pay +mas at the 
stern :mi t h o  t r o o p  a u n r t e r s  warp i n  t5c foreward !-~olds,  considcrzbl?  cf- 
f o r t  : : I I ~  time wes aasted g e t t i n g  men znd year t h r o u g h  th? FzssaKexays t a  
thc I 'o recnst lc .  Cons ide r inc  thc croucfd, c h ~ a r l a s s  n s p c  t of t%? rack ! ~ o l d s ,  
?nc t k . 2  p r o s p e c t  of hnvinc t o  l i v e  1 i . k ~  ccltt lu i'or n 1or.f: t i m r ,  t 5q~  noon 
nezl  03 b3a1-d was sur;;risingly good. 

T!lr: I !~ rv i l l e  movr!d from thc  dock in thro nf tc rnoon  and anct~orad i n  
Yzr;l?tor! Soads. She. uas noL ready t o  ce to sra,  and th;. ships coinpny 'as 
C ~ u s t l i n ~  to  l ' i r ~ i s h  s t :cur ing t9a k n k  light~rs snd  crash boets K!I~C!I  %dt: 
31) 'I clur.r;y ricc'tc lond. To rur: tt?-:si. srnll boats ttc: p h i ] .  had :$ 1;ir~c con- 
p l s n a ~ t  of Cozst h a r d  Zurfrnen on boz rd ,  k-hich m ~ c i c .  t 5 c  s c e n s  a mixed, one 
of f d ~ l l l i ~ l '  liavj' men, r csarves, cor~s tgu=d-cr:c.r, Scabecs, base f orSce, arnly, 
inri r : v w  on;, nlr.rin.2 23 r! m s t c r  a t  nrrnr.. 

k t  dawn April 10th th.: ii;c.ville ~cfchcd znchor to join th i :  convoy 
forr- in^ in Chesnpcakc Ray. 13!!czluse of th..: c;?.ngo:r fron 1::nt-my nut)rmrinca 
t b ~ n  mst active ~ l o n ~  t!-ia Atlant ic  Coast thg convoy of n c o r l y  30 ships 

h i!ecdcd straight out  to sea for two hundrza  miles o r  more, befor2 turning 
r;outh. Ir:r;t?nc! of i ~ s i n r  t h o  k!indwnrb i J : ~ ~ ? l . t : ,  thl.: Mona Y;ls~;lg:i* into Lhc 
Carribaan w?s used f ~ r  secrecy  SO t h ?  t, i n  thc wee): i t  took to rcnch Colon, 
'Lanci w-2s scs'rr but orlcc when going p;:st hlonn I s land  -md Porto Rico. 

A routin.:! 613s re2ch .d  or, hoard rnd  l i f t :  bi:czmc L2cciur;.ble. T h c  
I : au i l l c  was not an ideal t r a n s p o r t ,  but sh:? \<as e f f i c i e n f l y  run. -4s she 
ploir;:d into Lhc Cqrri'J~ar. thc: hco I, I n tt ic !-,old5 Lcclnc nlnlon t nnbtrnr~blc-, 
and t h e  men h-ho corlld l'ind s l e q ~ i n g  sp,-ci? :opsid.>s s l e p t  i n  t,ba opm de- 
sp1t.c t % e  prosy;;.c!, of r 9 i n  s q u a l l s  ?vc?ry nigrht.  B-lm decks t h ?  holds 
r'i.ll~>cl w j  t t ~  bunkr, son.-tin :s f,'l-rcn t , i d : r  hig5 211d .ro closa t o g ~ t k 2 r  thn t L? 

n?n coulci not ro l l  0 v . v  ?r ~ 1 ~ ~ 2 ;  on 5j.s a i d e ,  nnr! p:m,~.:lt;;d w i t h  t hc  smell 
of swer-t xrd fii.c?ds, we:.c hardl:,. a ba2py tione, but ih-t ships crcw lived i n  
conr!l Lions almost  23 b:\ri 30 rwbody cou1.d : qu:.!!~J(. Thi? ~'ood r~lnoined ?uxq- 
pr is inz l ; r .  rood,  bl;t thc !-~.:r:t 2 1 :  t h e  hold r ih ic \  i?:S th.? mess h:111 n i d ~  m c d ~  
s n  ordeal,  2nd zezs uct;; F. t o r tu rc .  

Im.adlrrt-hy si'ter eoinr  t o  5,-a , s t , c ~ r i  ty wa tchas and clr!aninp: dc- 
*.?iLs xi-!!--. k33:ad. si:8bde~ volur~tzered  t c  gc on gun wstc5a5, wt.lic5 turned 
o ~ ~ T ,  to a12 r-c l -r  l,ivc:ly rood d u t ~ ,  f o r  t h ~ :  i:url r..:::ts \:..:r,. Lh.2 only  s j .o t s  on 
r,nsrd vhcr.2 ? rcnn could f ind  n pl?ct: to n j  t, r l r n g : ~  frrlt,hout wni t inc  in l i ne .  
~'!LJ-I 11s~:vl  r i a i  l y  : ! i . . v ! r i t ! t b r i  ?hi :, r i ~ a j  11s ;q,:rc !,.?Id. 



,m  he Berille left Norfolk in a dreary foggy nornizg and all the  first 
d ~ y  thc wcathcr was fopl;y and the s berm incrcasnd. Thc scos nff Rattors arc 
fanous and a good Far t ion  of t h e  men on board in:ere sick. Lftsr tiro days, 
!?orever, t h e  mean calned donr, and wtth w a r m e r  weat5er life becane con- 
f o r t a b l e  topsides and the mer. found Lhe i r  sea-legs. Soon flying f istloa rdere 
skimzinr orrcr the  water and t h e  Scuthern Cross akpearod above the horizon. 
4.t dawn or: R l . r i l  18th t h e  n o u n t a h s  of Yanara xnre to be seen of the s'ar- 
hoard box. D n r i n g  the morning thc convoy cntcred thc  Port of Colon, and 
l e l ' t  the  ba t t l e sh ips  and destrojrcrs oscortinp; it. By noon-tinc the first 
skit-:: were threading t h e i r  way i n t o  the canal. a, baat'c the Neville every- 
body toj~sidcs srorn u h i t a s ,  and tAc c h i e f s  !lad t h e i r  fir:*t c!~ancc t o  drcas 
UF 

A l o n ~ :  with 1lyir.g f i s h  and che Southern Cross t!lia w a s  t h e  f i r s t  
ti::lc roost of t h e  men hqd secn t hc  ?anama Canal, anti a l l  afternoon lonlr thr: 
Seabees kcpt reparking about the engineering occonplisk.cnt of the  tit: ditch 
with i t s  many lock:; and man-made Getun Lake. Lqtc in t h e  af te rnoon  the 
Iicvil le reached Helboa, and was tied up a l o n g s i d e  t h e  Governmant dock just 
a t  dusk. 

."h 
h l y  a ?ex officers wcro a l l o w c d  t o  go ashore  so thc man had t o  bc 

content v i t h  R-arely look in^ a t  xhat could be  secn of Balboa fron; the deck. 
That night f resh  provisions of bananas, lemons, and cahkagu wcro !~o is tnd  
a b ~ a r d .  

I n  the morning a nctive boy S a ~ d e d  newepnp~rs on the dock ani boat 
and fron t t ~ a  h a l f - E ~ g l i s h ,  hnlf-Spanish newspnpcrs t!?c Snabocs l cnrncd that 
Tokio had been bombed the day they passed through the Canal. 

Thc: hc:nt in P a n m a  was t !~; :  kcorst ;rst encountered and t h c  rnarnin~ 
\<as spent t ry ing  t o  rct cool. Since t he  Merille >:as connected t o  voter 
l i n a s  on t h e  dock, frcsh water was rnple t o  b e  hcc f o r  t9e only tine of the 
vo:rsgo, so a grcn t nany \.,aths Here knlrcn, and met; 1-undry wrtshcd. :.Itiitcs 
rere tlrr? uniform of thr  day every de~r far t h c  cnlistcci passengers, cmd 
next to thk probll-m or f i n d i p 4  roox on dcck t o  srt o r  s l eep ,  t 9 o  problem 
on hbsr t~ w.?sh whitcs was t5c wor.st. Ttlc h m t  dcck h x ?  a c e r t a i n  area f o r  
scrubbin: clothes, and a fcw c lo thes  l i n a s  wer? r i ~ g ~ d ,  bu t  there was never 
sufficient spaca, :md fresh watar wss rnesured out u i t ? ~  ab.os t  cycdropper 
f rucnl i  tj-. 

4-t noon on A ~ r i . 1  19th the convoy l y f t  thc Canal and was escorttd 
out or a-~lbom far I L  h u ~ ~ d r ~ d  rLlt:5 t.2: r;icinj! PT boat s .  For the rest of the 
trip the  convoy was protected by nun2rou.s tin-cans, and tigo old four- 
st=,ckar cruisers. 



Fron Balboa tbc conboy headed f a r  the Equator just beyond the 
Galapagoea Islancis, and then cruisad along t h e  q u a t o r  to a spot just 
north of the karquesas I s l a n d s  a f t e r  w ~ c h  it race a line for 9ese Blr?ac!Ier, 
( ~ o n ~ n h l m ) ,  w i t h  of course  a great d e a l  of z i p z a g g i n g  i n  convoy fashion. 

The t r i p  across the Pacific  settled inLo a noliotonous rou t i ne  brol~cn 
only tjy c r o s s i n g  the Equator, ,anti by a side t r i p  for U l t -  havi i lc  t o  Bora 
Bora. Curiously t h c  veathor  along t h e  Equator wos quits con fo r t zb l e  by 
compariso~ k ~ i t h  t h e  heat of Panema. 

9erp l i t t l e  time was devoted t o  the ceremony of mking 85ellbacks 
out  of t h e  pollyuogs whcn the l ine  was crossea. Sonc few vic tins took 
niost of t ! ~  hazint! and a l tk~ough  t h e  Capt. r ~ n l i z w l  tt'le ir?.porLmce OJ' mnkinp, 
shol lbacks  o ~ l t  of p o l l p f o ~ s  he d i d  not  pcrrrit it to i n t e r f e r  wit5  the 
operat,ion of t h e  s h i p  i n  a war zone. 

One nirht q f t n r  a day i n  xhich t5ere had been much blinking t o  and 
l'rox tbe  bridges of sh ips  i n  the convoy, t h 3  Neville began t o  vibraLc a s  
more s l.?nn was f orc!:tl i n t u  the turbines, and broke away from the conboy 
t,ogcthcr w i t 5  a Dutch s5i l :  and A ti.ncan. A11 n i r h t  lonr the thrse s h i p s  
sped on w i t h  30 zic-zagging, and tunz inc  orcr t h c  h o t s  as i f  t5ey ::ere 
thoroughbreds out f o r  3x1 air ine .  Znr ly  next morninr tt?.? bouble pcnked 
~.:oun,,lirr of Eora Horn cam into s i . c h t  an5 a t  a l i t t l e  aftt?r 0900 t h e  s h l ~ s  
were i~; the bmutil'ul !,arbor. )7c~lacsmcr_ts a ~ d  t h e i r  gea r  were disenbarked 
l'or the Robcets, and by 1100 t!.c Ileville and tbc ot5c.r s h i p s  we1.o again 
undrtrwny, spcediny. back to join the convoy. Just st dusk t h e  canvoy uas 
s i ~ 5 t s d  by t 5 o  lookout ,  and i n  a shorL time the  L e t 5 l l e  wss a t  its old p b c e  
in thu co~voy  slowly stea-min along 2s thc leading :hip. ?his  a i d e  t r i p  
to liora Born was .m ~xamj, lu  of expl?rt n i l v i ~ a t i o n  and timing. 

kt about tSis timz a group 01' s h i p s  broke off from t h e  convoy, 
prr:.c.urnf!bl~ to form annt,her task forca. Also at ;..bout this tfme news of 
tho Cora1 Sen Battle x2n released by t h e  ships news. 

Thr: 109.1; ucck 3 thc voy:rce f f i l c i  equipment was i s sued .  Rif les ,  
p.?cks, canteens, and ponchos acded t.0 thz bulk 01' p?rsonricl gear, md 
f o r  a while the holds  were c r o w d ~ d  w i t h  men l rnming how t o  r o l l  f i e l d  
. ~ n c k s ,  and o i l y  with the! cosmoli.nc th t  oozed f r o g  t h e  r i f l e s .  The r i f l e s  
w.2r.2 old 034 ,  and so rany s;:rinf:s went s a i 1 j . n ~  cvcr t 5 e  ship's s i d a  t9at 
ordrlrs ircri! givsn n o t  to c1r:pn any )r:ort: b o l t s .  



T5e Chicfs  ven t  i n t o  n conference w i t h  t h e  Officers and came back 
wit5 %he ncws tho% t5e Seco:~d Detzc5m~~nt was t o  land on Tonga Tabu, nnd 
t h a t  Ficld pncks wcrc t o  ba ready f o r  uso. L i t t l l ?  nore  informntion w.?s 
~ i v e n  c x c q ~  . t 5 a t  t h e  Tongs Mas l ~ r g a  11at i s h d ,  and hsd a r2nalskabl3. 
fins hdolth record. 

(?I 13ay 9th thc Tcland of Tonga Tabu was sig5t2a i n  t!ie afternoon 
w i t 5  thc b l ~ e  bill of h a  seeningly a part of is. Just baforc  nightl-al l  
t J ~ a  lrndsmin ca l led  o u t  thc! number of fathorns at t!~..? spot i n  T o n p  llnrbor 
nhera t h z  Ntville was a s s i ~ n e d  to mcror, nnd t h e  chain ror?rr?d out  of t h e  
Ilsxse pipz. Th2 Hevillc xss anchorLxi ,dafter a voyage of thirty days in 
w h i c h  311~ claosscd tb,c! dr: t.:! l i ne  srn l o s t  n c;ll~.ndnr dny. 

Fron t h e  ship Tonga was lovely to sce aftdr 3 0  l o n e  a t r i p ,  and 
Nikualoi'a thc c z p i t n l  0:' the I;rocp rcsemblcld n ;um?r r e s o r t  i n  tho S t n t i ? ~ .  
d h i t r  5onsr.s w i t 5  r d  rroofs, and a nunbcr of Acs t rz l ian  pines nade a 
s t rzngc conwost wit3 thi: background of p a l n t r ~ d s .  T9.: Queens palace and 
o small dock ynve t9-2 in1~rc:saion that tt;~ convoy h,?d come t o  sane fnvorltc 
spot of t ! ~  cap n inc t i c s .  

FxccpL for  the s.:nior o f f i c e r s  nobody went zshoric. that nicht.  In 
the m ~ r n i n g  n s m a l l  dc?t?il went as5orc to s t a y  a t  a vacant houso %hat had 
bssn scl-cct*:d for Y a ~ y  9. O.Q. and prepare i t  f o r  quar te rs .  Unlozding 
part ics  ;asre s e n t  ouL t o  dil'fer1:n t ships, but l i L t l i !  war. nccnmk1isht:d 
bccnuso t5crr- was no Rear ready. 

For th<t next few days t t ~ c ?  mnn livcd on bonrd t 5 o  N c v i l l o  2nd 
opr~r;~tcd f r u ~  thc ship. The 'Jcvill~ w ? i i l i !  wnitinf it? turn n t  t h c  dock 
urLozdad by mzans of I;nnk l i g h t e r s  znd lightened t 5 c  dcpth of water it 
was drawin(.,. Zvcntu3ily thc :It?villt- was dockt:rl 3nd an a m z i n g  qunnity of 
a n m ~ n i t i o n ,  min-7s, anrl bornbs b?r.?n to s x i r ~ ~  ovcr t5;: side; i f  onc 
torpedo had b i t  t h e  t l e v i l l  thcrc :;auld have bi.,:n a wondzrful cxplosion. 

Cmsider in i :  th.~t. n =prey ~ ! 1 5 1 ,  h:ld been i n  the 5nrbor for s i x  weeks, 
sno t h a t  a t a s k  f o r c e  with  the Lexington had bccn i n  two vceks befor2 the 
L.:.zlm.: convoy arrivcd, thc- misinform t i o n  about Tongn was collo::al, and 
t!~.: infor:il:tt.i.rrn ~ i v e n  by BuYD kct*r iblr  mcqcra. kiorc:ovar 3 F!nvy p a t r o l  
squndron, ar.d ths mjnc layinp demchnent 9ad o l l  ra2dy scl; ilp n happy 
502s bi  ti-:!^ t,!~,: corrvoy 1;zndc.d. 

Tonga Tabu i s  Clat, i t  i s  true, b u t  it h:!s not bezn a howEng 
w; 1 ~ l k l ' l i - z ~  unk~rowr, t o  w t ~ j  tcman f o r  a c c n t ~ ~ r y  or  mor,:, :~nd t h a  natives 
~ h r ~  53-i i 4 -11 - 3 - p  4 kbd, i j -~,- i  fi,. h ~ r l , I ~ > ~  1. I t . -  d . i t , b . -  Cnpt,i -,n C.>f~k r15.t-rt-v,-rs~*(i 



T o n ~ a  ncnr  t h ~  cnd of the  18th  Century, d ~ ~ c l o p c d  2 high typi' of civi-  
l i z a t i o n  anci thc l and  wss carefully cul t i ra ted .  Qu7?en Salotc, the: pre- 
sent r~li:r and tnr,ously !iug~? Quecn of Tong:,, bclonfs to  one of t5c oldest 
4 y n n s r . i ~  1j.n !s s t i l l  i n  pok'nr. ~ ' . l t5ou~!1  Tor~gtl is undcr ?&>w Zc.? l~nd  
protect ion and f o r e i p  affairs a r e  actcc! upor orly 75th tha ~ d v i c s  of tk 
B r i t i s h  Counsul, I t  is the one I s l znd  i n  th2 South F ~ c i f i c  which still 51s 
i t s  own ~ovc:rnn:nt  and i s  free.  

The natives ara Polynesians, althouL:h chert? are numerous half-  
cnst ,~ :s  :~r;:i laqrc. colony of r:urol,cans. Th,.ri! is  p r a c t i c n l l y  no illitl-.r:rcy, 
anci many of t h e  Tongans spl.3k i n p l i s h  as w r l l  as t5air ok'n h n f l o ~ e .  
IAivinq condit ions are so  easy t h z t  Tongans might bc con;-.idercd indolent, 
but j.S t h . 2 ~  car! nc.2 a rcn:;on f o r  work in^ t.ht.y clr.: i n t t u l  licl-nt., ::mi so::l..- 
tims s k i l l ; \ l  xorkers. 

Tonco i s  a f l a t  corn l  i s l a n d   wit!^ ;.xt,cnsivi- rc:fs .?round i t ;  i t .  
+as :I i i ; l r ~ ~ \  hzrbor, 2nd m7ny lc?gaons, b u t  ro r i v c r ~  or lzkes.  Dr5nking 
Fnter  is s s i ~ s l l y  rainwater collectcu i n  clslcrns,  t u t  w , - l l s  may be duc 
whicf~ ! ~ a v ~  rood ur,tcr in nost  cascs. k l a r p  port ion of tbr* islard is 
c a r e f u l l y  culti;raG3ci, copra and bananas bcjnr. thc c h i e f  ,?xports, 2nd Lhf? 
natives l i v c  ofT the lana except f o r  clot!- in^ ond luxuriss l i k c  sugar 

9 
and t innybt :df .  Tficr.: t.rd l o t s  of p i p  on th.: i s l and  which  run w i l d ,  and 
qui te  a f2'rr horses. 

A l o n ~  th,: w.1 L~r.Tront t t 1 . 2  lim,?ricnns Sound a rocxi sn.111 concrctc? 
dock f u r  sh ips  not. drawinl: mors t5nn 22 fs;t of r.rat?r, n cornl  causvny 
Lo water ie;p ?nough f o r  m z l l  s h i p s  ~ n d  bar,gss, and a part-causblay p a r t  
tri:st,la s t ruc tu re  r-xtanding t o  water dcl:p .:noug!: f o r  b.qrr*.s with  2 narrow 

D p , ~ r ? ~ c :  r n i l r o ~ r l  f o r  mine cnrriapos.  :hr: two C I I ~ S ~ ~ ~ A ' P ~ S  >rere prcparctd by 
t5e Tongan C12f cnsi Force; t h i s  orgacisat io? conooscd of nzt ivc  troop2 
troinr-d un&r  ?J,JI.I Z<ralnr?rl of f i cc rn  w.75 pr?~viously th:.: on1.y dL?f .~:ns~ of 

i s l o n d .  It hzd rounded up nncrc:: n l i r r . 5 ,  ;tvncu,?tc-.d ?hro!-c~n wonen to 
Aucklznd, ar,d or, .?diet fror,  Q u m n  Splotz 52c! svzcu:.tcd n o t i v e s  t o  the 
bush f rorat I.:ikui!lof a 2xcept for trxdcrs and g:~vcrnn~:nt t?rnplol;oes. Thcrc  
was a natxork of T I F ~ ~ S  sufi.j.r.icnt for n s b r t .  

Ths ini tin1 u n l o n d i n ~  of s!lips uns dam by t ~ n k  l ig5 tc r5 ,  c.xccpt 
for t5e o h i ~ s  which had tine to corn? up Lo thr:  r!ock. linfortunnt\-ly 211 t h e  
things n<:;,dad f i rs t  such as pontoons and barge parts,  mechanics t o o l s ,  
rit.aCt,irrr; I ~ q ~ r  ipm.:nt c tc .  , were s LowLd i ri  Lh.3 botcorn or t h e  holds. Day 
aft-,:r day men would r epor t  to  d i f f e r . m t  s5il~s Tor unloadinf:  det.3515, and 
i n  tk!~-flvs h m r z  uo.11rl unlond 3 k!nk l i g h t e r  lop-c of' fruit juices in a 
1 - I !  . i n  1 . - 3 . 1  w .  b l r  +.hr.s u i ig l l  F. 1101. cvc-n 



unload n c . . E e  of fruit  juices  i f  no tank l i g h t o r  were avai labla.  They 
n i ~ h t  spend an evening on a l~aterless dutch ahip wsiting for  a shore 
boac back t o  a su~perless camp. 

dventually pontoons were available f o r  barges; indeed shortly 
later t9ere seeaed t o  be enough kontoons f loa t ing  arountl T o n ~ a  t o  mke 
a h r l u ~ e  hack  t o  ~ h c r i c a .  Like t!le Joep t.hs Iia%y pontoon is a v c r s i t i l e  
little cuss: i t  is usefu l  n c t  only f o r  S a r ~ c s ,  i t  is a l s o  useful  for 
watier tanks and na t ive  cisterns. r5s soon as the barges k'erc nseernbled, 
and n r o u t i ~ c  extablishcd a t  thc p i e r s  Lhe S e ~ b s e S  ren l ly  beran t o  shove 
carpa share, expccial ly  as  soon 2s the riccers had aade up s l i n g s  and 
0L52.r !;ear LtlaG had been mistiing t o  start w i t 3 .  

n 
L!IC f i r s t  rrater ial  t o  come ashore from nearly (ill ships uas a 

f e a r f u l 1  co l l ec  Lion of mmunition. T9is  vas a l l  Laken hack i n  the bush 
whcrc not ov.:~~ .n Toncan had bcrn bcfnrcl. P;obody uant.cd t o  car ry  :I 503 
pound both around in h i s  h i p  pocket; the Ken unloading the holds were in 
a swaat t o  g e t  r i d  of the explosives :1round the?, ;nd the men in t h c  
bush wcrc irqually arzious t o  zct r i d  o r  t5.11 C X [ ~ ~ Q S ~ V U C ,  and uvcn more 
anxious t o  qat  o u t  of t,ha jungle where t h e  vines and d;mp made a 
outloo% on l i f e  ratC~cr deskondent. 

i S i n i l i a r  t o  thn r . insn7i . i~  conditions of tht: jungle was the orcier 
o f  cormnd on tSa Island. The Amy fought tha Nmy, and t h e  Base fo rce  
squnbhlod w i t ' )  the Seabeer;. Lnnomuch as thc coloncl  of t h c  kr-ny pcr~or lnc l  
outranked,  the Com7andc:r of t 5 c  Hasc a m  tbc C.O. of thc Base outranked 
the L t .  Commdr. of t ha  Senbecs the ordcr of cmmna w:s a sor ry  one f o r  
tl~r! F i r s t  Corm t r u c  Lion DaLLnlion. 

Mter two nights a t  t h e  dock the Xevillc was unlocaea and ready 
t o  put Lo sea ; icn in ,  so thc Sdahecs wart: put as!;orc.. Thc only trouble 
was thqt  nobody with any t z l ~ t c ,  or cvl:r! the ability to p,?y z t t cn t ion  'G 

s Izct~ri: in canp san i t a t ion ,  had przp:lrcd 3 c z m ~  site. Pha ar-ny having 
coslc ashore f i r s t  t n u  grnbbcd a11 t 5 h  c!ioict? spots 2nd left .cln a rea  of 
ssrornps and r.ershu.5 f o r  ~ ! - I P  navy bivouac, me l - i i l ~  f r o n  t h e  dock i n  
r,ao.'iln~:i. There was no excuse, howevsr f o r  placing the mvy galley n a t  
to  a hog w: i l l ow  and less t h ~ n  e hundred fr>ct i'ron a In t r inc .  

;J i th thl? old sonp, " ~ l a ~ r e  t c n t i n ~  toniyht  on th2 old c m p  grourrds" 
i n  tbc mind thr- Scnbecs gitcbctd t h c i r  panc!~os and t,hc onc o r  two a v a i l n b l e  
t e n t s  in t.h~-, coconnut c r o w  that, u:ls part  o f  t5r Z a t h a l i . c  mission, n>d, 
d t e r  a 5-:arty ace1 of cold r a t i o n  "C" prepared Tor s l eep  midst t h e  
und-2rbrush. Sinccl noi)ody was the least b i t  sle,!py, th,? hundred o r  ?lore 
Toncans  %?lo hr7d r a l l i e d  nround w i t h  l o n  t.r.rns, tnnl:crins, nnd ,-I i r i 1 l i . n ~ -  
Ei2SS t o  tcac5 :hc tongan words for  "hcllo" a ~ d  " p r e t t y  g i r l "  uer5 e walccme 
divorsioc. ':'t!r:i s?:l.d*)n al't.;r thn t was SaaDet: w i  khout a m t i v a  l'ricnd, a ~ d  
Tor~~anc  w ' l l  nr:,i*>r l:~clr i'~.li.nrls i n  frn.'rica. 

I 



C h  t . 5 ~  wator f r o n t  as th-:! proceedarc .for unlonding I ~ R  improvxl 
nore and mors men w s r ?  released f o r  construction work, a l t h o u ~ h  for t.hs 
first. two no:ltha in Tongc! e t  1 z w t  h:~lf ar the nen  werc angp-ed in 
1~nl.o:-ding s h i ~ s ,  arid st or in^ rnr.tcri?l.s ir. th.2 Sun5 or in t5t: various 
warehouses i h a  ht?ricans b d  l e z scd  from l o c a l  owr,ers. 'I'5.zre WPS no 
onc ::tor-hgt: area but n-21 t c r i s l  wos s t o r  :d i n  many t l n c s a  ncar town w i t h  
c ~ . n ? ~ u r ~ l a ~ c  r i v ~ n  z s  much considc.rnt,irsn ns c<:--r.:gction or ultina t.c us,:. 
Th-2 big warehouse formerl~r a Burns PClilips store and recensly a covie 
which was ca l l ed  Red Bern became t!le center  of  all s ~ p p l i e ~  and was 
undcr t5e 3ase Hlcacher Supply Dcpnrtnont. !:sty 5cnaquarters f o r  both 
the 3asc and Seabscs was established at Am)- S.0.5. at Hihalofa in a 
large residence r,ear Red Pier. 

Xext t o  ucloadinz sh ip s ,  fo r t l f i ca  t ion of tbs island was of 
rr.ost irnbot'bnce t o  prcGare for the tire wher. the fleet ldould no t  be 
ir .  t h o  harbor. Thc Sonbco mzdc r ' ound~ t ions  for  t!trcc prtirs of I~ii:  
nzval guns and mounted tben, zlt!~ouqh t.h~! amy %as to m2n tnex. 

Abont two x e ~ k n  a f t e r  Gan~: I,:aofnnl;o wzs 01~cnc.d t h e  " Inc iden t  
of Maofm~a" accurd.  An un iden t i f i ed  plane appeared i n  t 5 ~  .sky, and 
in t he  harbor s e v c r a l  of t 5c  s h i p s  began ba.n.gin8 away with their three 
inch Runs. Nobody e t  lioadquartcra knrd w h a t  it we3 n l l  nbout;, and 
neither d i d  most of t h e  army apparen t ly .  l'be i n t i - a i r c r a f t  h ~ t t c r i c s  
d i d ,  because t!~ay did nothing. The p k n e  was f i n e l l y  disccver;cl t o  
br: n !:nw Zcalnnd plane, :~nd t C 1 1  p i l o t  was a tr if le tlnnoyctl about his 
reception a l t h o u ~ h  no thin^ happened to him except t h ~ t  be hfid a humpy 
end t o  h i s  f l i g h t .  %'hilo it l a s t e d ,  $owever, t!ic uxcitemnnt was i n b n s c .  
t!ntiv.?s went strenkinp, t ~ y  to f i n d  tbdir fox!?ol~?s i n  t.hc bush. [!all'- 
tracks vent soneplace only to cone r i ~ h t  back w a i n ,  and ni ['lamp <-o- 
fzngz .:v:.rponc !-ILL; r ' m i n g  around tr,@g t o  get r i f l e s  w5ic5 3ad bcca 
put in tSe rrrmory, The most <un cane fro,-! ducking kul l ; . t s  fron a R.A.R. 
vhich had ~ P C O - c :  ,jqw,ed and kept on fi.rin;: u n t i l  its mrazir.r! war; e3~ty. 

In tho cnrly days of the base at Tonge there was con3iaerable 
a c t i v i t y  from the f l e e t  i n  Ni 'kunlofn F!~rhor. A hospital  g h i p ,  o 
repair sh ip ,  ndncswaepcr, n s t  t e n d e r ,  tug and ct tcndent  s h i p  stayed 
i n  Ltlc harbor f o r  monlhs. h'mrly : i l l  the c a p i b l  stlibs i n  the South 
? z c i f i c  car? i n f o  Tonf~a  for sckpli~s at on<% tin? or nnothcr;  one 
a i r c r d t  car.ri+r cam fo r  rspairs  after z 2 i r a c t  bomb h i t  at Guadalcanal  
and sr?vcrol othar flc? t tops cFme in f o r  f r e s h  l o a ~ s  of bombs. i'art 
of t h a  L ~ s k  force t.hzt ntttlckcd Gundrllcrrnql wq:: forn,?d i n  Tonrn, :~nd 
marinx !lad t,'.l-.ir last l i b -? r t :~  'in I.!ikurrlor'a bcfore goiny: i n t o  action. 



The most i n t k t e  contact with the flecL camc howevsr, when sur- 
vi .vors of t h r  old ~ X X  wcre brocg5t into Ton~zn n wcck aftcr Tongo was 
ozci11,id. They wera aas t i tu te  ana 5ixibcj.q and Ble,?chers dug d m  into  
t5ei.r s2nbaps to  g ive   hen: r. change of clothing. They brought v iv id  
ncconr.ts of thc Co~.nl .'.c~.s 2nd I4idrmy battles. Ir;vi.ntunlly 3omc of ~ h m  
1:tirr: assj~r~cc.  t.0 duty ~t Bate E1e:lchcr. 

Thc dr-fcnsu of th,r is1:ind wns t!lc ,job of "!it: Army but thi. Harbor 
wns in thc hands ol" the ;:;;vy. h minc l ay ing  d c k c k s n t  was i n  Tone2 whcn 
t!?;. co!~voy EI-rived ana 2 s  soon as barges had bccn asse~hlcd Saabeos helpaa 
1,i) 1il;ht~iclr' t.5: rnir .0~ frc~:. the rnir lc  dc~,ot  Lb t b e  nine L.:ying ship. Also 
Nzvy w.?s t be  1'.U.S. k:.?trol quadron w5ic5 5zd its base in tbc I.iaofsnf:;l 
Cnl.!:olic Collcgrl, azd a tonpor~ry  ranp just b A o w  Cemp haofaze .  

Carr.9 i h o f a n ~ ~  k-rs split into srvernl divisions. Company ;i ~ n d  
t!:.zdqunr hers ';omf,any s tayld md z r  the palms at the Catholic Plantat ion.  
Cvml T r y  A -.ov:d out i n  tt 2 bush ncrtr t ! ~ c :  Fat; t.-n!rs, whilc! tSc B ~ s e  R l c a c h : ~  
camp was still  further out i n  t5tt h ~ i s ! ~  .-t n plncc nickna~wd l'!.lonkc~r Bottm".  
T9e t z n t  camps were impraved by issuing !nor2 t ~ n t s ,  zore cots ,  and by 
ud[lir.g wood._.n floor:;, rrnd improving thn gnlioys. E v z r ~ t u a l l y  t5a tched s9&s 
wcrc put up for n e s s h a l l s .  For b ; l t ? i n ~  t 5 ~  ml:n d u ~ :  sh:llon wells behind 
t!lc:ir tants. 

B.9.Q wzs n rathsr c r ~ w d ~ d  .:at,eblisha~mt, at, I' irst rvari p f t c r  two 
QJOIISG~ Huts f12d been added. Sventual ly  sofie.? or t he  officers :aosrcd into 
!rounc:; r ~ n t ~ j d  i n Piiku~lofa,  or  t o  cnnks at l,ho!'an~a orB .',avalu, 2nd on&.- 
a fei; of1'i.c-?rs rc=in,?cI z t  old 3.O.Q The officor:: !l?d their f i r s t  club 
in  a FLousz i ~ i  Nihalof.? belocgir,!: to th:: ~ s t ; l t ?  of a wealthy tr2di:r. Later  
nn orriccrs club was b u i l t  out of two nr::y kuts w i L h  c wing connect ln~ 
t5en for the bar; i t .  was n plonsant piac*;~, nt, trnctivl: ly 11,-intcd, and anc- 
or2 L .4  wit5 m,:rmid mrals by an art i s t  off of n visit; ing T-?nknr. 

in lhibicnl fasbior~ it r a i n c r !  for t'arty nays i-nd f o r t y  nip,5tz start- 
inz t h e  Vr:i.l( elst-r t3a convoy 3rri.r-ca, and t h i s  turned ev%ryy;lzce i ~ t o  
n s.!:: of mua. T!12 r a i n  nr.d mud maad :he crtml, che:;rll?ss, and as blrackouts 
wara carafu1l;i obscrvc:d t!#~: n i ~ h t s  rscrc Ion;.. Army r a t i o n s  ucrc thc 
or* f uud for la long tinls anc! t h i s  cvnbined with indicr3Mnate e~tinc 
of olrl coconn~ts fafl.-.n on tht? 1-round conbinud to give everybody a mild 
cssa of dys:ntry. 

The xost  in+orttr . t  work to bi! done on Tongc by Sezbees wss t5e 
tank f a n ,  v-.rr:housr:n and ~ 3 r , ~ e i n u s ,  2nd lntcr  on army hos&i ta l .  

Work bcgnn on tha warehouses, 2r.d m'ig--.zinas a s  soon r s  materi,?l 5ad 
cone shors. Th,: nnr. on th.? t-nrik crl:w wx:: ki:pt on unlozding d;.tr?ilc much 
longer t9sr1 nnyonn elsc nxcn~t those n;sn wfio bccar.3 p s m n e n t  rimers :jnd 

? 



barge opera tars ; f i n a l l y  however, there w z ~  enough rtaterial ashore tor 
t ! ~ c :  tanks 2nd work irns s h r t c d  on then. Carpenters werc tusy f ran the 
start on putt inf :  up huts, tenporary ~iarebouses, towers, and radio rrists, 
and the surveyors went crzzy t r y i n g  t o  keep ahead of t h e  work or i n  
catc!iinf: up t o  it as the  case might be. 

Zxcept for  Iqaval Headquartcrs, engineering coordination rested a t  
the smnll house zcar thc camp which waci used by the surveyors 'or a 
dra2tinp room. :I. ereat deal o f  work was done s o l s l y  i n  thc  f i e l o  as 
condLtions arose rather  than being worked out first i n  thc  office, 

Life a t  Kaofsnga sli1,pcd i n t o  a rcut ins  of workin[: fron "can see" 
t o  "can't ses", Racreation 5ad to he deviucd by the men t h e m s e l v e s  ex- 
ccpt for a rarc j i t t ery  r w i c  proviued by Rcrl Cross or an evening oZ 
recordin1:s fran thc FCcd Cross truck. Buchwhackin~ became the  riiosl; pop- 
u l a r  aport, and some of t b 2  ?en l e a r ~ e d  t o  speak Tongan. E!ative dpnces 
wcrc goon forbidden, but bcf ore t l ~ o y g o t  3 topped ttlcy w ~ r n  populnr too. 
I'~ikua1ol'a ttas out or bounds, but s ince  restr ic t ions  uere loosely  hcld, 
t5e so-called coffee shol,s downtown bcca~e  ~ o p u l a r ,  and Xielsen's Board- 
in!; 5ou::c Ma:; s o  rushed i t  turned tracla away. aesb of 2'21 when i t  could 

4 
be coaxed into rnakin~ a trir, throuah the  mud was t 5 c  bank of t h e  1h7th 
Infantry. 

Latr i n  ,lunrr work startcd on a naw cam].. f ~ r  t.58 Seobees a t  F ~ A V H ~ U  
etoxt t;ro n i l ~ s  inland f roc, llikuolofa. It uas plarn,d r'or a peraansnt 
camp a d  quoncct huts vere p ~ t  up for thc pallcy,  offlcc?rs, and recrcntion, 
bct  ter~ts wrwc  usaa for t5c! ncn. ':!a-.!~rooms w i t h  strowara ucr? crocted and 
put an cnd t o  t he  bucket bat5s.  I t  was heavily woodas a r e a  w i t h  many 
9~rdwocd trcc:; and t-xcellcrit cihcltcr fron L!IC a i r .  

L well aas dug at kavelu w 5 i c h  becam the pr*inci&al wztering point 
f o r  t!ic imln*:y, watar Leing tr31ks;.or'+,:d t o  o t h r  conps by trucks. Hcro- 
t.oforu watcr  haa bocn obb incd  fron cvslmrators or  fro^ the Toncan w e l l  
a t  k~ricultural Farm. Soon af te r  t h i s ,  use of evaporators was abandon& 
cxccpt at -".t:d Piar. In addi t ion  to ~qel ls  ct liovelu and the Hospital, thc? 
S s a b s s  x n e  f ive  more wi:lls less frcqucntl:; uscd.  

Abobt  tlic rrliccile o f  July t h e  Seabcos movod to Havolu after a 
wcr?kenb of t r o p i c a l  r a i n  $ad dolnyl-xi thr-T. Tbc men working on tanks, 
and hargo operators shyecl a t  Msiofanga so t k n t  they would be living ncar 
5 -  o r .  Urle reason Yor the canp z?L H;Iv(:~u was tbnt  in t h e  future  
n a s t  of the S ~ a b e c  pro.jr-:ctz would be  nenrcr t o  Hovalu t5an Maofangn. 
Also h a ~ n g  separats canps e a s e  n great deal or' the friction between 
S3ables and thc Eltxtchers. 



Ca.y kjaofanga was ire11 built a? b~fore the Seaboos left so t?-i-r.lt 
t?verjrScdy i n  I;.ao&'ar-.za l i v z d  i n  !&on3 ~t 5utc.  The c a q  ar2a  vas clemt?d 
oat . ~ n d  t:von',.;al?y Carp hsofanga bcc.?r:c: an ideal cnx;) ,  ins tenc l  of ri 
aaraso.  The chox becane Setter from the  begifininn thsr. tab? c5ow in the 
Sc~bcc. l:alLciy, end soor. 3s good as to be founu i! c5c South ilncific, 
p3rticl : larlg when I,'recl:i vegr:Lab14;.s wcra t,o bc had fro31 thrt  my ~nrd~- :n .  
C~IOW a t  t h c  S;:abcc car+ nsver R a s  Jtzr j r  good and Praciuentlg- was downr ight  
bad. 

The l2t ter  part 01' July it bccamc nscessary t o  do s0r.e road build- 
ing. k n z t  work of roads ! i ~ d  be-.n 11tacie by t!lc Toncan yovcrrir.-..~nt, b u t  
very l i L L 1 : ~  01' [.!I> to ta l  nili;ngc hnd bacn surfaci-d, and nonc of t.5,. ronds 
were ~,ooa i:nou~h to s z n a  u;. under milit3ry t ra f i ' i ce .  fLt  tinas during 
t!h: r a i n s  I t  bccam~ n.;.cessory t o  s t o ~ ,  a l l  t r u c k s  for nothing could keep 
rr.ovit~~ i n  t ! ~  worst of t k ~  nud. E v L ' I ~ ~ u c ~ ~ ~  t h ~ !  Lnqror ta~ t  r m d s  k.12rc 

;urfaclzd w i t h  coral cf t.hcr by S e a b ~ e z  or by t52 Arw, and the  Scabass 
built t h i r t y  niles of new roed i n  addition t o  she hw-drad . d i e s  of old 
ronds w h i c ! ~  1.h.::; mair~t>in~--.d. To r $ : L  cor.:~l for  surl'ccing ro;lr:rj and Tor 
concret-:  t!lc Scabr:;:~ opera t-XI two lar~.: quarries, and n s t ~ n r  crushl!r. 
T 5 ~ y  a l s o  s a t  up mot!,::r crusher 2nd opkratcd it; Sor s sko!-t tim bsfore 
t u r n i ~ ~ i .  it olr:::r t.o the! Ar!.~y. 

?!ore and nore? n z t i v a s  ware ?IS& -h t h a  querries, f o r  unloading 
s h i ~ : ~ ,  xnd for f!.:n.:rnl l aborers  u n t i l  more thnn c t!-Iousarl(i WI::'..? 01-1 t k  
N>vy payro l l .  ?hey W i ? r C  r:cruitcd j ' r o m  a s  f a r  w a y  .7s '?.qvao. Ordin?rily 
tA2y wen? usad ;!s iaborcr.s ,  but so.m.r> of thcn c-lrncd r a t i n c s  as s k i l l e d  
uot-kznn o r  nn tiv.! f ort;n,:n pnci rcc.-ivcrl bt.! tt.c:r uaf-.;rs. ::vent,ur:lly the L3zy 
n?,t;i-:r:~ 'nl17r.2 i l ~ s d x !  o u t ,  >rid t.5 ! on~:s who k.-!pt on wor lc in~  xc?rc proud of 
becoxin!: junior s~absas .  They l~~.r.li:d wzr c r y  ' IGst OR t!12 ballb1 and 
f r c~ .~ucnAy uzC:cl i t  on t,!l~~sclvc3. 

~lorii on the farr :  progr.?ssed r:!pLaly conciderinj;  t!le d i f -  
f i c n l l y  of [:a.".l.inr; na t c r i ~ l  thrulig!~ t!le r.y~rsh whcr~? t t i t -  tank f n r n  ~3 
locnttxl, a ~ c i  l,t7<> w;l.jf hnk parts nllr;. str;!wr! all over t 5 e  island. Tn 
ri,;arly z l l  thz wcrk first don:? i r ~  Tonea e l l  eart5 work Sad to be moved 
nj t h  !~ir:kory boor, s!~ov!:ls, tncl ~.!IG 1 c c ~ : l L n ~  01 t,Sc ~ i t c s  for thL! tanks, 
and t!il.: t,runc!ir:s I'or th,2 p i l x  wan 5ard work. i, crr.:nt cic!nl of t i n e  and 
u-mecessary siil~at could hav? 'oeen saved i r i th 2 faw pieces of heavy 
cquipz~.-nt. ji :( soon as the 26 five hunurdd bbl. tnnks hnd bde!~ r:rHC Led 
t50 i ; i p ? l i n o  iras start !a, qnrt t-ht:! t ank  crew novvci on to th? 20 t c n  
Ltlousand bbl. tzr,~s for h a 1  o i l ,  ?nc the tuo ton thobsand bbl. tnnks 
ior  (lit:sL:l ail. 

Thc starehousa crews wsrs also handicapped by r iot  havicg any 
heavy ccui;rnant for moving dirt, :!ncl 311 grading hnd t o  be dole by hand. 
The I J ~ ~ ' Z ~ O U S . L ' S  \:,'rr of flat C U ~ V F : ~  roof typ, 2nd in ~3.1 26 wntvc!louscs 
verc! erc!ct.:d, 7 of' 5hcn being b u i l t  f o r  t h e  limy. 



," 15c I.ray:~zin;: crew:; hna on*: of t ' ~  . worst 2nd  cost, disap-(:able joys, 
for %hz m~n?.int:s wcre loeatzd i n  thr: t,hick?st ,jutyla to  hlcc t52n fro7 
tfic sky, an6 the nun weri: pi.stcrod by nosqui.lor3s. Zvl:ry p.2r.t of t5c 
c~rccLivn of t!lo r;l~:a::in .:z u?s hard, pkysjcnl  1:ibor and %I.! a m  h2d to  xork 
a:d sweat i n  i i ~ r  rni6ciln of a stsarnin~, i n s e c t  l o ~ d n U  jungle. 

2'!y th:. c i ~ d  of Sc.ptA,:rlb.::r, t h c  t a n k  farm r w s  we211 71  or.^ .;;fit\ its 
pibe l i n e ,  and a i  'I tbz tanks ; ~ ~ ~ l ~ 2  up. Th,- warahouse and ~ a g a i i n z s  :-rsrs 
o'rer h3li '  cocl>l..:~ad, and Lhe nos2 han;icr uns finis5i::I n c  :-:sofangn, :.mi 
t113r. W':S ,? 1~1: I t 1  b u i l d i n g  C,yons'!t, huts. 1':nou~h men wt:ri: fr.?.: t o  st.:rt 
Lt11: .?rT;~:r hasp i ta i  ro l l i n r :  on -3 p r o d u c t i . ~ ~  basis. 

<v<:r ~ ; i n c _ :  the! r;j.t.dl,r. of J u l y  t!x: ~sropos..d :Ir.:n !'or :l ! losl . i tnl  
a t  Haurn? n-..?r t3.2 bi,oxioler 011 th:: west side of t5e i s i anc ,  9ad bacn 
s u r v ~ y e d  a ~ i d  s t~aii .4 i o r  t he  b c s t  arr::ngen<r.t 21' the 1.. roposcd f i f t y  
vard  fiospitzl. auc! to ,n totoyral~?:y th:~t cl t h . 2  : .II*C)II~O wny, consid- 
?rat ion h?d t o  b.! civer. first to tt:?~ ssi+:.r l in- .  so t5at th+ czwer could 
bs  hs%=ll.,r.i w i t h  o'dt un?cc~ss;.rg cut',ini:. F i r a l l y  thc: !.!osyital w?s 
] j l ~ . r ~ , ~ d  3s a 5~.:r-.lcirclc c:!1ic5 involvid cori~Fd~r.nb1;:  1:or)r f o r  thc  s u r v ~ y -  
o r s ;  ~ C I  :: Llus'n xzs 53 t!.icX Lfin t. n m,ior i:rror nigh$ ;~:=ls-il;: h e ~ i :  con? 
wda;acti;d, i:tlt, w 5 . x  tho proji:ct w7.s co~pl::t& z:arythint: CP :.:2 ou!. as  i t  
tl2d j,:,:!, plur~l.!d. 

.;.bait ;ha niddla or' I-ugust rrork 5ad 5 >cn ,ftartr:c! on Lui ldings  a t  
t ! ~ :  !lositi.L::l, i.!!-.!rf: q ;r.-ll !nr l  II . : . . :~  drf~!.~n. Tn bllilclinr; t.!!n fir: t Crane 
il:iil.ciir17 cf l.Ac? +os~..piLril, trx11tI.e WPT:  zr,co~ntiir>d bCcau>c gf t h e  p o o r l ~  
tlrsw!) s-rny p l m c  in v!:ick dlnc:nsions xcr.: k d i y  ;stinat$d, m.:i t!~c 
tsu.st:c dr:sig!~oc! v j  t!~ -I, h~moraurj c.iisrdl!nrtl for  c:r:gj~l;c?riny prmticr.. 
Tiii.:: h u i l d i r i p  4 r ? s  c11L hy 3.qn5, anrl work--rl river u n t i l  t5:: wrjnkles !.ad 
b.:& ircncd out cn5 n s2.f~ b;?sis hzd b,:m a s t a b l i s h ~ . ~  f o r  prociuction. 
For L!IC rust, o.C t,!~: t u i l a i n ~ s  cll !,I.I.: c ~ l t t i n g  tins clonc~ z t  tCli! saxmill, 
.:rcr:tc!d on :.I j , reuct jon  llnsi:: by cr,?ws s!>(:ci:llisinf i n  OI:,: phasc of 
proc.5i:dure. ,t chi : n i l 1  which irns conposed of a l l  2'~i:il:b7r: s k i l l s 3 w s ,  
ar~d :I !lonic.rad,. \l,;av;r c.ilLy circular  SPIJ pw~. :rdd  by; :I :10di:1 T enj;inc, 
t!?... nat--:rj n l  ;s:.~s cut hj. ties. ?ki+ni!~.r.~r p~)ssikl;ll. rn.zt,:ri?,l f o r  doors, 
tmssas, :tc. 5:.:rc a s s a ~ . t l s c  by j j  ~ s .  I n  :hc f i e l d  ttarmi wcrs crews 
Lor. C ; I C ! ~  phes,! of : r o c t i o ~ ,  lihc round? t i u n  crr;x, f l o o r  lrj-inl: crcw, 
c t c .  Tc*r:::-ds L5.2 ,:nd or t i i ~  w ~ r k  a r.-.cord ~f s t k r t i n ~  anc; compl;.t,ing 
E! 2'3' t.y 160' builairle i n  a a37 wzs :sL;~blir-bed. 

.l& : 
I . I L S  k~nuld h ~ v c :  b;r:ti 2 1 1  .:xci>licnt. rccord  in thr: St.n"ur?s; it WsS 

e record so be +re]: n:or.-. plt:aa?:d ahout whcrc s o  x3.1~ dil 'f ' icultics sf 
su!.!d,y :;L:ri: ._.ncosnt,ir..u. Po:. i n s t l n c o  :. s!rortnr;c of nails :q:pcrrdd, 
ant; i t i m s  n,:cr::.:xnry t.0 usi! 166 n? J.1s i'or sh.r;:athin~ on thr. last bui lc i ings  
to b.-: b u i l t ,  wli ich  r~i:~r,ssnriljr mc:? i t  i ~ y o s s i b l s  LO snlvagc thorl 

9 I;VC:JI~ tS2 builrlj,n[;s 'JIC-F,; torn down. Also tlrurc wore no goocl !~n'lmerS, 



nrlrl an irlr:cl~?qunt,: ou]q:ly 0.1' poor onca . Plunbtny: fixturz: 57d to hc 
radi: o u t  of ' f lnck s5z;'ilt I rnn, r ~ h i c 5  pave r, shor t  l ir-? clxp.:ci.:.nc:: t.0 the 
urlix,ls :lr:Ci ;.::=,stcb soldc: prodigicusly. Originally t!:;;. roof: w;:rc! to 
!:ivc b,:cln nac! 2 of' s ! ~ , : ; .  t!>iny: cov,!r.:d xi t5 c:Lot--.x nnc th!: xholL? .+:-I tcr- 
pro~f:.c; wll;!i t ,nrpap:r; ~ ~ f o r t w ~ t s l y  so much s f i c ~ t k j n ~  9.d b w n  xssd 
f o r  Lcnt &c-cs and ot!?er purposes t!xt thcri? was hi?rcjl:l .-r.ouqb for :he 
zi-dits. I.!itk h u t  c . . : l~ tex  ~ n d e r ! i ~ : ; :  th  tnr-l;.:pi:r i t  W;IS no job n t  all 
for a plr, tn:c t,o bonh tfic dr.si,l o u t  of rl roof, mr'i it uzs ncc.:ss;.ry 
t o  scnci n a t i v e s  i n t q  tht: trcds :.nc czstrat;: all l.elms ui',!~in bomb- 
! !ill, cl is L:IRC,;. 

Or: ',t.l>t 50spitol ,job r?.or-:: n;! t ivzs  t b n  cvdr before idcrd uacd, 
no? Ll ,y 3.c; l.?l otmt:r::, !xt sorn..:tir.*.:s nn cnr.yc.r.Lcrs. 

2vzrbociy ~J!!O worked on the 5 o s ' ~ j  t t : l  xns ~ l c c s e d  i ' i t h  thc ~pci 'd 
r : i  L!: w ! i i c ! :  .:,.li:r:i t,hinc ::.lz.s orl:nr: i:: .d  LILY ~ccorn!-li r!~:rd. T! l i s  f c ~ l i n g  of 
pr:i d i  Icas s h a r t  l i v i : ~ ,  howi;~:!r, f o r  t'nu 2r5y kosl:ltrl iraS nzv::r. us1.d 
zs cn avacueting h 9 s t i t s l .  T!l.t s ~ c c ~ ; s s f ~ l  bz t t l ;  of h l v s  Islzntl in 
t ? r r :  :,olo11,.3ns cor1plt- t c : t i  t5i: -iic toric:% of th- C o r r l  $;a, t.nd hidway; Tonga, 

'4 
k,..fora i t s  p ro , j~ r , t s  +:,?re c o ~ p l c t e ,  15-7.3 obpclct,c cnc: n u t  of thi? war zone. 

ItScc.:pt Tor. t ! ~ .  cli.:n o n  t !~ :  i:;land Tct: ]xtLi.:nts ,;-:~-!r C1:hd 1: c5onctr 
t o  usc t!:.: f z c i l i t i m  of the! hos1:Ltal wf- . ic !~  ns it nr:-r5+ carnpl~:.!tion 
i~ tloval:;r i?cludcd ?O uards, s u r g i c a l  werd 2nd lebora t o r y ,  two Ktss 
!11?11s, t : ; o  w-.rkous.-.s, 10 qu::rtcrs !.(>I, r J~SOIL.L.:~ lr1~111c1i.n;; nLr:i~.:Li, -:nd 
E i  vi: ht:i ldinrs for ndz in i s t r r?  t i o n  .?nd Fnc il-i.t ic:s. .:. w;!t.:r t w c r  w i t h  
2 i<.t[:r l i n c ,  s.;waf;; l i r .2 ,  t h r . 2 ~  !y~nl:r;tars z;?d ev.::r!~xd wir+s, E R ~  2 

cov.:rUr;.d w t l k i . : ~ ~  fro? r.!:osh:.lls to su rg i c ;~% :;arrls gzvc! cornclc::c: scrvicd. 

Th.2 5ospS tsl bzs ricvcr h-:cr r-uch ~ s i . 4  3nb it is not  economics1 
to c . l~- :g i :  'It. On: rn-;I zdd t.!~::t i t  uns t h - r c -  rc:,dy t o  t l i .  uricd i f  t ! ~ :  
t.iclr? o r  w;:r hnd not  tcrn.:d in our favor,  7 3 4  1 n.?r;: ic!.:..l spot for 
~ori-~?? lzsccnts  is hzrd  to in-gins. 

C.?r,p lif.: n t  H::vr:lu yrl.-i+ j n t o  :I c r ~ t c h  catch can sort of 
zxisr,sr~-.st:, : l r . l  V;JE g r - f l ~ t  for  mlin xho did rot ~ i s h  to be ciisttrbcd ct 
their holjbii:~, u5ich 5001: forlas of i~tiir.::i t n?t::ng nilsic on Lhc baz00k;1 
( n n:l!l %.ti.: 'nsns !'ir:rilc) tc w.?tchini. rlro;.)~ .f:li ~'I-O-: a coppc.r coi.1. 
Lrtcr: i n  :I while t5r.n: !-~r.s n rnid son~-?u!w t rsr.'ir,iscer.t o f  1 . rohibi t ion 
d:ly s tc', usunll~r ~ 5 . t  k n t  c::np :.f:~c ,:~lli~.t;~! r,cnls tsrri tory crld orrLccrs 
%n;.w no m a r c 8  r..ljaut i t .  th?n t5c:r d i d  t.51.: lnsl. r.:it,:,: of :tl~flti.fi. 

Occnsiorinl'l;. a:, j.nup~:ctior~ ;;:I:; t l - l c :  on Sunday, but the  0 3 i c c r c  
d i d  not, innp.-:ct your  t.?!?th .-nd l o o k  a t  Lrour hoovss far stone bruisi.s 
the way YOU :<ers i zsp=,c t .~d  s t  l-laofrtrrgn whers %5ings wcra ncrc r n l l i t ~ r y .  

?! 



hishcr l iackin~ itas perbapr: t5s ~ o s t  f'al:orite s p o r t  a t  flavelu, 2nd 
scne of the  Ken bsczne aspro l i c i sn t  as thc na t i ve s ;   hey could case back 
fror.  a k a v ~  circle over Vt:o nilor; crL' n s t i v e  path: through i!ic bus5 \:hen 
i t  wan pitch black,  and roac5 t h c i  r t c r ~ t  x i th  out s t u n b l i r ! ~  fiver or.? t c n t  
psg. Scne men never lsft canp except to EO to work, but 1-.3at Seabces 
had Koro than a casznl acquaintai.ncc w:Lth Toncan >rag", ; ~ l t f i o c ~ ! ~  o n l y  f c ~  
k t c n  t na t j  vrs conp lc t ,~ ly .  

n rher- was a 5risl: t r a d c  in souverGr:;. Piearly everybody t?c!d some 
t ~ r t c , i : - c  s k i !  ;icbrclry. kcrcs of fau trees u r r c  c u t  down hy T o n ~ s n s  t.o .. mke rrr,ss slclr~s, and r,mts. sonc zi:n blca--e adett at ~l;e?ing cocoanuts, 
as ~ . : c l ' u l  acccmplisrunent on t9c j o b  w!;ere cocoar~ut =ilk was S r o c p s n t l y  
t.'ln only : i n f r  d r i n k  t.o bc bad. 

-4-L tkough t t ~ i :  tn!~k f nrn, w:~rehcl;:;cs, nagzzines, ant1 h o s _ ~ . l t a l  I.:crc 
t!:u I;orv oSvious ~lro~jt-c-,:, on Tonr::~, t,:?crr wcrr ot.'lrr .jobs :~! l ich toL?lpd 
airnost as xuc5 v.-ork as t5.2 norc- nct icablc  t h i n y s .  Ir: all 60il Q ~ ~ n s a t  
k\; ts !.Jcrc ?:rcc tec; !er!japs blf cf L k ~ m  :;err: built i'ur t.!tc Arr~y  in ;t!lich 
cs:;rs soldi::rr; d i d  r;onlia of: t5c war-l: und-br Sesbnc s u ~ ~ c r v i s i  0::. l 3 e s i . d ~ ~  
t k i !  m i n  camps 31; Havelu an5 iraofanrrr: there were ,-.ur,:,orous s m a l l  carps 

3 f o r  ~.atiFo, sono-cuo:! r t c ;  on? big car;+ wzs built :'or a s c a ~ l a n e  basa 
Tor ii5i.cb o1rr:r l39 huts  Ltcr.2 .~rcct,oa n e a r  3nofarir~z co;rlplct,a ~ j . t h  calir?y 
and services. 'The iteaplanc;! carr~p uas e v e n t ~ a l i y  torn c;om irithoug being 
used. 

A ~ r ? ;  t deal of work xas done for t5e army. She;-:ers ~ g ' i t ! ~  w c t e r  
tznks on to;!crs xere bui l t  for sevaral army cnnys. Sen3c.z p a i n ~ c r s  wi th  
cl'oc~:. 0:' r.crl.ciicrz c!i : .~ c n m o f l a ~ c  wr.rk pnc. zurvcvor ;  testccl th~!  r nn;,c of 
t:?c qrtF11tx-y. ; in~thcr  s iaa  .i05 was :-?kin< forrr-holcrs l a t r i n e s  f o r  all, 
t f t t :  arn:::; s5e poor fe l low who cut hol!:s tor s e v i i r a l  thousz i~d  x-ear e ~ d s  
d!?c.:rvt?r, n s yecir-1 r!r:dr,l for  coxl.lt ! t i n f ;  :.rh,?= nus t avcnLuaally 5nvc bccono 
2 monotcnc:is anti unins l . i . r inr  jc5 scb;joct to 311 t!?i> d u l l  -:ri,t 01' 5is 
~!I~F;:Z?.CQ. 

Inncmc5 s s  thr: bssc  xt Tonqa was pri ;nasj . ly  n f leet  su[;ply base 
a co;?sidcrat.lc crt:w of nm ,rlhrkfd fro:+ alniost the b e g i r ~ i n g  a t  crecting 
; I I I ~  .mintai  nj:if; r~:f ri:.;.r:,tors. A t  f i rs t  Lhin ;ins docs I'or .L!w c r m y  
ql~sri.r.r~::s:~f:?rz i i t - 5  SO outcloor onr  hundrcd- f i f ty  foot  r c P r - i r c r a t o r s  ir. 
1;ikcnlofa. As the warehouses ucrd con>leted a pai r  of 0,690 cu. ft. 
r3r(?.:r:; i!l:rt: instal1c:d in  S i v c  0:' the. L J S ~ C ~ O U S ~ ? . ~ ,  and outdoor rcfers 
F ; L ~ P  t:~kert Olit  of use. S + . ? ~ J ~ ~ ? G  r t a in tn i rxd  all t?w rafr i r rere! . ion on t 5 e  
I . s lzr ic i  no t  o ~ i y  s t o r a ~ 2  but f o r  t:7s various c m y z  of both  nav:y arc1 arrrq, 
anrl h a c i  :: ZI.;.:.J riko ! ~ c l d  curitincou:: u;:tch o*.rdrur ttic l ~ i g  r.tora!.a? rttraru. 
In r , > l  7 2 , ~ )  cu f t of r1.f rj f:c?r:tti.on 4:3s irk:--t.alli'!ci, ;::~d s v e n t u a l l y  5R,C00 
c ! ~  f t  was dlis,wtleci 3x5 sbi&ec out; aiptit:y .LSG c - ~  ft outdoor r e f c r s  

"N were u:;e.ci r?na shi!.l;ed out .  



Close1;- connected ni th thc r e f r i g e r a  t ion c rFn.rs were thc alcc?,ricians, 
a largc  ort ti on of their xork wzs cone w i t h  ;5e ref r igera t ion crew. They 
of cnursc ;:i rvci 1411 T-~R:,~ cmp: nnd arca:; i n r  powcr :mi l i c h i .  3cc!pt  : i t  

the h o s ~ i t : i  ::;l iririnr was lagcd unde rg rou~z .  ?.~proxi?a trly 30 ni l e c  of 
c ~ b l e  was run anc 39 large aiescL gonerazors viere i n s t s l l e a  not rounking 
~jor ta 'o l ( :  r:ur.cralors. 

The a b o r t i v e  seapl~.ne caEp +is all reac: bee11 mentioned; as par t  
of th.2 zcnp1nr;c basn n rnnp and palnkj.ng area wns s t n r t c d  f o r  i i Y s  bcl; 
nevzr f i n i shco .  It iras plamecl to make a vfdc Tar;,. o u t  to t b ?  edge of 
t k z  shore rezf bc t  on ly  300 feet of rank %as f i l l e d  \.:!-icn t h e  srucks were 
~ n ; t  on other !;ark. 

Eext to t he  r a t e r i a l  5auiea Lor roadbuilding, she earthwork 5aulcd 
f:;r I:cr;r,r~ a r a ~ n d  th~: tznk:; in t!w I'ar~a W.;:. L!:;; I : i ~ ~ ? ? s t  jot) 01' r?arL!l- 
movinc. TIIF? tb-?rn.-. wdrp hilt i t ,  a rcasonabi~3 I l n f - t h  of ti.::'? cn ly  h~car lse 
ir, Uctobzr scrac 5ea-:y ~ q ~ i ~ n e n t  ;r?d ialack duEp %rucks becane a ~ a i l a b l o ;  
LY i3  .?qubprr.l:nt. h;:tl bccn cidnyad ht:cau::c o!' a balky s f i i l~ .  Once t-rark on 
t*3c hems nos s t n r t c d  it w ~ s  c a r r i ~ d  on cont.inilou.i~;y 2h hocr5 ,l day ,  a ~ d  
or:c of t5e fes srral,.! h i l l s  of wi;ic5 Eji'malora boasted v2s nearly dsnol is5ed 

i by t,h-: :;i~ov;.l opr-rntor:: and t!!e quarry crcw. 

Tcn~ct hccause it was so f l a t  wzs a i d e s 1   lace for an airport .  
'l'fi,: large ctir1:ort in th.: r i d d l c  of t h e  is1ar.d u5ic!l was sl;c!rl;cd hy t5c 
NPW Z~-al.tnrjers ;:cs complctcd by Anericctn Civilian ~ - n ~ i n ~ = x i  and t5e Any. 
Soae Saabcce, ho~.r?ver, worked n t t k  q i r ~ o r t  a s  opra tors and lived thers 
while workin!:. 

It was p l ~ n n e d  to have 2 hipellne bring gas t o  the ~ i r p o r - t  from 
L C ?   ink farra 11 nil.?:: away. h f t c r  a slrrvcgirrf crew 52c! sbenG sq-.vcral 
w,?slcs mrikinn n study of t,hc kcst rout,? w9Lch !qnul.d :itill hzvP C~OSSI-4 
t , ~  wide h p o o n s  ~ h c  p ipe l ine  wz:5 abar.dor.ad. Pic!  ai +or'; n2ver buccme 
ac':i v c  ,?!XI it W:LS yo.:sibli. Lo xupply i ts  n e e ~ o  by tank t rucks .  

The b:ls~ Zaval b t t l e  of t h z  Solonons ch~nged things no cncl in 
Tont!'!. l'!i.: Ar7.j. ! ~ o ~ p i t s l  r:lns nc- r~r  u s a L  375 of t.he quonset 9uts were 
torn aom.  Thc! wsb:k t;hat, t5c 1-nst, 03'  51. r,rr;ncr:ltjon ~i.11:nzj.n.g warr! btjinc 
f inistied orders cam? ~o tear aoml 30 ragazinas. All but lb,OCD cu.ft. 
ol' r e ~ ' r i , u r ~ ~ ~ l o n  Lor11 oown. k laucdry !-sid b ~ e n  sLartcu bLL was 
nLs;i:ldnnr.r. nlmost a5 SOOT, a: i.hi! ?'oi;:.r:ia tior- 1-:7Z l ~ ~ ~ r ~ d .  

Fron t t ~ c :  ~.;i(!c:lc of D*cembc:r until the  Sr:co~d Detachm-.nt left 
Tong:\ t,hr: k ) i c ~ . ~ a t  pnrl. 61' th:. work xn: :  tcarine doi-rn t h i n g s  k t  had 
built, e x i  crzt,ir.c then for  sr.lil~a=?nt. Only t,hs tank far= was l e f t  
ifiL?cT*. 

'i 



?+e outs tand inp  feat of this ~ , c r i o d  h'ns accorn~lishcci h;i a salvarr 
a e b i l  :.:5ich u n l ~ a d ~  8 wrsckcd sh ip  ~'nict.1 !:z(i rur! or! i: recf r.::a.r 'Purtle 
'1::lar.d !;alf.rny batbit.-n Tonga arje Fiji. 2i:c :rnbi:r L t l i  :! crec: of h Inen 
ur:clcr :I i':i rs I, clzss Ro:~ t ,sw;i ins :.;11,e I.:ns c r d e r ~ d  t 3  t . 5 ~  i ~ reck ;  t5cy l_dt 

so h u r r i e d l y   ha', rs one K a s  e q u i p p ~ d  d i t h e r  ~ 5 t h  c i o t ! ; ~ ~  cr %nay for 
a l o n g  3 toy. 

,- . s h i s  oc t h e  reef >:as apt to go to pS.;.ccs (wlic!? :;ventu.?lly 
; t d i d )  # l i t ?  a l L  its valbet~lc! carj;o. >! j . t5  :;ach l:,:m:* ;i:id nrrn~':r b;-cqcsa 
of t!~..: il:il,nsr:l )\r:r-.j.l:i 01-I of [.!I.! I . ? ~ I ~ . I . [ .  t,:'r~r- cr- x 53lv:.\fr*:d f ~ u r  nj 1 3  i n n  tin1 l a r a  
ti'or:!: of cc;iii?mc~t. l)urinr: :h? selir~jit: wori: G ~ S  zaq- twi KCIS los t  on t h e  
rl.:,:T, ar.d cnr: oS !.h:: two bnrj-:r,.s t1ruu~ht fro. Tonga w:s brol-c.xi. +~inc:!lt:s 

wt::.~: irr1rki:d t-~y ca:r,prt.!r,sc:rl a i r  sinc. .  t.hcri! wan r.o s t t ? ; i g  on Sonrri. 3:tx-y 
lced gvsr t 4 a   ids :<as dangerous b%casse o f  the? k.:zvy ~ ~ c l l s .  

- 
!I{: zrc-ti wnrk.:tl cont i  r.uounly J'ar 25 days ;:s.;!n on C b r i . ~  tms dzy,  anci 

liver! or. 'nczrr: t!;o vrcc:i ;~!-tich KG:-- l i s t i ry  2nd apt  tc fa11 off tb:e r e f  
;:lid s i n k  in di-+p ;:ac.:18. 7C1cir only r.:crestion was one nig!.t rshorz t o  
viz5.t  [.ha-! ~ , ~ t , i - ~ t ? z  0: 'l'xrt,l(: 1::1::1~J ;:\la wt-rc j> r i f i i t ivc ,  nlno::l, savz!:e 
[ j ~ r i l ~ l e ,  naarl:; urlnoiln tc xhi tc w n .  i)n Ilecenb~r' 292-1, th.2 W P ; : C ~  had to 

? bi:: abandoned bc!czus.-+ of \lur:-icsnc! ..!arr,ings, b!lt b;/ t h r  L LF:.:2 near ly  2vc.ry- 
t!-.i.r:i: of i r p o r t s n c u  hnci br:on sniva[:i:d. s;I~vc~.I-: r.hi!~n rndr.: c u t  t5c . 
hurricnni? nt Fula~n on t!k? w;,y t o  ,?i,ji. !\fter the storn t5ey contir,uo,xl 
on t o  Suva :.lkie!rs th;. rri-n v21coxcd 2n opportcnity 1.c cut, loouc: 'in I;!!t: m n -  
na:r of ::ai.lor.:; K!IO hrlvc bccn w o r ~ i z r  bnrrl anri i i \<rtl :  rl:~~[:urour,ly for n 
month. It took tkLr.2c oays to rgund t3-?n up after they !iit t" bsac?, 
z:ci c l l  t!ut t ro?;ght  t !wm bcck i.me :: colldctloc of e:;pt,v k o ~ k c t  books. 
dl, J:I:ln:~r-y 15th, Iyh3 r,t~.t ~7,1~31;;1 I-.:I.U~I~C'<I to Ton<.? on ;I  rlinr nwdcpcr. 

Trir! las: f w  : - I O C ~ ~ S  t h e  Sacond Uetach:;.,!:'l. XHC' i r r  Torlgn sras s;;ent 
t-rith con:;id;_.rfibl;: Its:; r ~ o r k  thttr: bilf'oru. rit:ort..!r workin[: !-.ours 2crc 
p::rmir.t,c.i, 21::: zorr: r~_t,t~ni,j~n l..i:.s ~-jv::r~ t o  ~-,!c:.ention. Serioos ?tt;.ni;ion 
WZS r i v m  io outf i t t . i r> i :  L!te dc: Li:c!~~.dl>L 1'01' I ! C I V ~ E  t o  a n o t h e r  basd .  AS 
p a r t  of t.5;: .-~;.yr.tr~:l :,f' :I 1.;,:11 drL:r.:;c-:cl :ir::!t,ci. :I h.?r.cin;tol: ch;:~th Knifc sa3 
consid;:red e s s m t i n l ,  : :x i  it is not poss ic le  t.2 extir.2t.z tkks numbor ol" 
f i l a s ,  h i c k s  of l:;.ather, or  s!lt:dts 9f p l a ~ t o g l a u s ,  and can-hour-s t h c t  
tt~cr-: cor?r;ur;...:d in n. lki~-~f .  Imive.'l. 

Eccc?us.~: of L5c l~ictor:; of l!zvel br t tl.:s in t h e  Solonons, black- 
OC!.C :+,:I' : r,r>t; :n;.ld.> c n ~ r r ~ ~ l , : t ~ ,  :,nri l,'~, t ! n r ~  nli r r i p ! ~ t  .lift? in 'iih,?loftl 
c t:=t.i V.-?S :.:!to !mr! h..i:n ,::.-~cJR t :d t o  t ! ~  hbus!~ f locked b ~ c k  t o  
thir t w n  !louses. 



iJ.~r2l 1dhc:rt.y wan ~ r n r r L c d  in p o r t  .- nr: ::t.1rb3~1rrl :I.~~,C!I~S. For n 
wkilc t5I.s cali~.;?.d a surfeir,  of ?:n t ivc  d.enccs; averg s ther  5ut  blazed 
):it11 Il,!~t 01' a borrol,::rii C o l ~ a l : , ~  l an t~ : rn ,  r:ri!: :.uck::d w i t h   he wierc! 
r::f-.hnz 37 nnt.ivc: jn;:z 12 i . l ~ y ~ d  by two ~kr!lt?ln-~ r.11r.l a t x r l j : ) .  'r!.i-.rl? 

xas all relay a S r i s ~  h ~ s i n z s s  in cof i zL  sbogs, n11d :3a nunbx of shops 
incr~a::od, t.!i<ty solc horribJ.e L i q u i d ,  b u t  it w ~ s  not L!IC c ~ r f t ~  t,?i?I. 
macIc+ t,hY.:.l ; ;opulnr. Succsss c ~ u ~ c l  b~: ncasurcd in ~cor . : t r i c  prsporl;ion t,o 
t k a  r,;lnb..:r o f  " T a h i n i s  F a k a o f a "  ( o r  prt:fzy eirls) wa.itinf on %5-. t zb le .  

For n -an x.i.:.!; r:rJ i n h i b i t i o r r ;  :.bout ~ o i n y ,  for  :: 1-,:>11 on r: ;Ir:L 
!.I';L!I :I brnkin skinned t r : i b i r ~ i ,  Tnnr,: was 5. nrr;3gr.ifica11t p7.?~:  to br:. f i l -  

t'loug!~ Tonga kcs n VZT- : ! ~ v ; I ~ ~ c c . u  J ; I : L ~ V C  civilization L L  is n6L ~ ' ~ t t . : r e b  
by ;I-g .~uro)~i:.?n  id^':^ or xor;*ls; Lh1-1 0r)T:f L r ~ ~ k l i .  14ith 1::~ COIII:~ k.%.!l: 

~ O V G ~ S  ~ 0 2 . i l .  Ii i s l Z z a 1  t o  pivc :.nvc, hut rrot to sell it. Of c o w s r :  it 
w2s nut cor.sic!c,.rl;d zice to get, 6 v d r i z r c a l  d i s ~ a s i .  end 3 g i r l  who gezs 
: ;kc5 ;1 diz...;;lzt - j.s :Lack:d u ~ ;  unt ' l  r , L ~ t . s  i:: curctl, b c ~  t h a t  ~ecls ::ot r\:.:li:r 
l c sc ing  ircuhX~: i n  yorrr?. v?-icrr! a fa: mar ths  ;rr;.. j.n:.:icnificrnt., pnd 2 cirl 
nli  cht r.,-~r. th; be? L CIJ' co:yany -t!l:!lil:: t a k i g ~  z cwc. 

T?zr;? nre  fex t~opicgl dis::anscs is Tony:! : ~ n ~  no ?zil.;r3ia. YPWS is 
1 th? :?CIS?. ccrmcn zlfflictior: 0:' th2 nr. t lvcs ,  ?nd t5is i'ortvnclr:ly 2cts as 

n l i ~s tF : r - -  i n~loculnti-on  inst inst st cyrj!~ills.  An.:rtcnr-s hnrl Lt-c~bli: b:i t'l 
11T3n~3n 30t'l ,? f ' b n ~ 5  ~rolk-t,5, anfi hr.qA r p s h ,  ;??rt. t . 5 i ~  w:rs n o t  5 h l i . 0 ~ 3  

5.n m x t  =i:s.;s. i r ~ c t o r s  I::ter fourld t .5n t  it ;;zs possible t a  contract. 
f i  l > . r i i s  in Tali l - ;? ,  h u t  t!!.. rild cl i r n p  t . ~ *  kct  t "il ;r i  e i o  i t 1  n dor-: z ? ~ ~ t  
st:! t.::, ?nd it r.ra5 not, a problem in 7011<:> 2lt!10~;:b 1; ~i ~h 1. s hcll.-~ lip c ~ . R ; ! -  
..L *...;re. .. 2r1;l r ~ ? s c n  for th.2 ,-oad ?.a~lth record G:' Ponqa I s  ~ 5 c  pr=cr;?n 
of i : - ~ L r ~ ~ : I . i u l :  i l l  !~;![:i.~c(:, :;::d '.!I,: c1ir1j.c~ ; ivt:n f r c ~  by t.bc o-~. . : rn~=~nt .  
'?on{lrrt:: ::r.-# r.?l? t , i ~ ~ l i : ~ .  (:l-:an, h- t!-.in~: f r  !quL:ntly, - n c l  C::: .>I  S n ~ ,  L5i.i.r :?on-s 
f I f i t  1-ltirijce1 and G ~ I ? . ~ " L  cat*?: i.s ~ r o v i d c ( j  I'rar: to all T~ngzns  
ir, 1: ~ x x i  : ; t . - ~ ~ c l l  n!:. 

Xs k a r t  of t9,: ;.roi:ran of r-.crz.?tlon 3+*iE!l-?l 3cturd-?y night dances 
w?:r!: Clc;i . t~ i r ~  rf : ~ ' ~ ~ c ! ~ o u s , : ,  ~ l ~ d  ;ll i. ; i v n i L ~ : ~ l i  n p t i v ?  ~isls b!erC I - o ~ ~ I ~ P ~  up. 
. ' i i~ns  r xvlinf? "T;..rltrSn5 s Cc,r tFlc; y:l:-; c.7 t,,:!rs h:l:l.l, 15 c;:n ts, w i  i!] shodxi on 
fir.< a ~ l ~ s r ' ~  , ;:i::.~ Fos tci! r.nd no g re.? t=r c 0 ~ 1 ~ i d ~ i r c  ti% coulci ~ V E  bccn 
1: i v c ~ !  :: I'ol-:;nl b;?ck ir~ tf~i. E*~- -L , -~ .  L1:.:1cing  it-3 :. To:~f;cn girl W:I~  q u i l . ~ .  
:I sl,ruf:i:l o at fj rzt., bl.; t, fortrtr,- tt:i,y t:':~ettii.r sh.: $;or<: s!:o~:P n r  not. shc 
dldnl t car.: if 5er f ,?c: t  wcrl,: s t .2ppa  on xSich w.la a semsibli-? xtl;i:udz to 
: I  Sraclually cor.prtir.ia~~a wcr-c :  ;;ork;d ou t ur:til  :i c o r h i m  tior1 af 
i 1 1 -  t h  J i n  1 : i -  Th,. n.-ti-:;: stj-inc h x d r ,  t :b ich furnishamd 
tlr.5 r:usic ~ . : r ' : :  t10 ti::lp, bat t 3 e y  d i d  ~ ~ i v i -  1,9;: zi 'i 'airs more tone than a 
jukc Lox. 



ilnnces zt Victoria Hz11 i n  Wikuo l o fa  wl?rrA ir. class t ~ y  t,hern- 
s.zlvzs, sr,d somz not ice  of then must be ~iv-:n by a 5istorian.  Itokrherc 
i n  t%: world has a z~orc d u l y  cssorted pathcrLng bean w o n .  S:,llors, 
ni :rcbnnt s c n n m ,  Jnv,:nasr froir, dutc5 s h i q s ,  Anz acs, andall thc  f lotson 
t53t a IJorld ;Jar could bring t o  an i so lz ted  island dancad with znd gaqcd 

* 
2 t t%c island1 s co l l cc  t lon of noblds, half-ccs tdc, S ~ E I C ! I - C O ~ ~ ' C ' ~ S ,  -rl!lor.,:s, 
p-:rv..rts, >nc! plain ordinar:> n n t i v . 2 ~ .  Perhaps Gr$:~?nwich Vil lncc,  or I 

! I..ontl~atra u s d  t o  have n boh=.mian en atnospher-2 as  Victoria h a l l ,  but  no 
I 

plzc.2 cvcr has such :l co l l ec t ion  of  s tr~nga  p2okl~ mingling cordially with 
no r.:otrrlint. 

-3vcry dance ?.;?a :I hula solo pcrforrwd by 2 ~ i r l  i n  3 gmss skirt; 
hrncricr: could tmch  th..? Tonp.:lns a 'lot n b o ~ t  whir t  it .?xpcc t s  i n  a 5~13, 
but th:: Ton~ans assumed tkac they imew a1 rczdy, and give it t b z t  Hay. 
cjn ttlc o l h ~ r  hand thc concert hubs aonc ~ i . t ! i  a c5orus of both non 2nd 
wa!nc:n \:!-tic5 w7s t h ~ .  Tonpzn forn of ol,c:ra w:?s a d i s t i n c  ti.vc art f o r n ~ d  
xit:? nore precision tbarl 4 bur.c!~ of peroxide blonaos on n burlcsquc remp. 

Nclrl;/ uvtrybady who wcntcd t o  w - n t  to n c c ~ t i v c  f::.-ot w!lic9 is 

1, 
not  u n l i k c  ? clsnbnke i n  N.,x 'inh;lcnd. If you didnt t g e t  f in i cb ,  and rolled 
up your s l c c v c s  to  the 2lbm 2 nacive fess t  wes fun, cncl t h e  roast p i g  
and jam was consid~:rnt;ly nor2 t a c t y  thnr. span or dchydratcd poL3tocs. 

In t he  Ckvy, however, pleacant t5ings Z r G  not gmrantezd to  l,?st, 
i n  fact thoy ncv:r do l o s t ,  ~ n c :  on January, 13b3 ordt:rs cnmc I'nr the 
S~cona Dt?Licfincnt t o  l a c v c  Tonyn. Imdi.?t..?ly t h e  rusty cogs of tha 
r L l i t a r y  croakcd away, rtnd averybody s b r t a d  to cye mosquito nets a 
L>iJious grl;en nlt5our!l tf?.: rumor rrns t b e t  t ! ~  outfit w 2 s  p i n g  to New 
Cnl-?dor.'i:!, nnd 2 o t  on rr s . ~ r c 5  for Dr. L i v i n ~ s t o n .  This cxcitenent 
a i i d  down next day whsn it uss discoverad t h a t  it  is one? thing t o  k e t  
ordcrr, to  li.:~vt: 2nd  quit^ orrot?.sr t!iinf co f ind  trnnq.orl;.lti.on. 

Im~srrmch es thc t;nk fzrn was not finished z group of  men out 
of the Sccond DcLnchrnnnt w;!s t c ~  bc l ~ f t  on Tonl;s. T h t .  h u c 1 t . o ~ ~  of  t h i s  
Rro7Jp to 5t: laft uns th,: tanK ?:try ccrc~l h u t  more man had t o  s k y  t o  Lrke 
c a r 2  of m.-infaincnc,: of t b i s  b ~ s e .  It was quite 2 problem to dccide 
w!to 50 lc: .~~; ,  as c::rtail:ly ;:s tticly w ~ r . ;  t o l d  to stay n~,:n would object, 
.-.rid v i  rilr versa. Thc first list nwio out pl.:esco no one, 1c3st of a11 
thc CarLain of th.: 02s.e. Finally after  much swnppina o l ist  wzs niade 
w5 j c!> s:?.ll~Iir:d tb.2 r quir~:r.r:n tn f o r  r.? t i n e s ,  2nd r;?de thc f cwcs t p03- 
si.ti.: r.um5:r of pc:oplc: m ~ d .  



Iilthouct; t!~.: txn< f ? r c  crr;w j i :~r i  co:~cr:ntri.t~:d Dn t 9%: tank riork, . . F t  w a s  .? vers; t i l e  crc1 wit5 -2 p~rt icul .? , r ly  LIRE p n ~  of wi->ldaro. Bcsidcs 
building t!12 t?nk far3 tit hnd to its criiciit ftl\.: c o n s t r u c t i o r ~  of t h e  biy. 
r;ign:bl t.ow.:r, :!mi t-5.1 b l ; i l d in ,<  ;.r~d to?.ricr ciowrl  of tA.3 s..?~ l n n - .  i.?m?. 
H<?ca~sit  t,he t,.ink fsrrr r-:n livid ?t i:nofr-nra t b o y  ;.;3ra st.ran~c?rs t.3 tha 
m::I frog krvq-:lu 9nd ste:;ing behind in Toxya !lac: b c n i f i  ts of ~~~~~~m v . ~ ~ l ~ r : .  

r'in2ll;r t5: Rosch F a n t ~ i n ,  ,-. Dutc'? s!-iip, rxaodcl.7-d into nn :.?ny 
t;r.?nsbort c::ni.: ir:to Ton,-? Tabu, 2nd f o r  a irr;.k tSc I j~ab<:\?s wCIo ld~:'~; LO 
I,::*v~: G i r : I ' t :  jusy lorlciiri~ ski.t:, r,na r - ? k i n ~  . .! ::t r m n d  05 tL-c:ir f.~;rorit~: 
spcts in Tong?-. T'n.27 basrdcd s h i ~  Sunciay, Fcbrlxr;: , but did zot s n i l  
u n t i l  F3brurry 2l1t!1, lYh3 so t ! - 2  S.x~bcds ccr:;..:: :-s!lor.c: t,o f rcc?~ water 
I!T,L,!IS 3rd !~TIVC unoL!l..:r round of \;ocdb:y ..as. I:. ; r ~ . s  .-.ll vlbry znci, rind t!-~r.. 

Tongqn c ir lc  cric:C :.nd said that ,  t,h :br :-~oula -.]zit for ~ k - i r  s;l.ilar swai-t- 
h.s:rts Lo con- b.?zlr to Tongs; w5ic'. i n  soy.; c e s ~ s  is :lyt t o  bLi u Lor3 vait. 

T5r: Bosch Tont;:lr. i:;:s 3 clcc?ri shj; .,rlth a h o a t  I.uxuri_ous ?.ccon- 
:i~adatior:s for troops if l i v i n g  ig :*   old cr? .;v.:r LC iuxurious. The 
ti<:?cls h-:6 tlltd Zloors ,  :ln:l ai'lir. Ltl;a pif-pcn:: :!)I f. ! I - I C ~  b,:,.n t?ie hh;..d~ 
011 t5;: ITivil1;- .-I fclioi.! t 5 o u ~ h t  l id  s;;:s d r a a r j n f -  wfiL!n 5 ~ :  s . 2 ~  t i l c c  floors. 
Seabe;: cooks tiid t h e  cooking Irk s p t c i r i l  gal l -ys ,  :.rtd chc r?tio!: froin L!I* 
r;lli;~ xn:: gen::rour, sr!d goor.. 

Phc short voyep,.,- wcs pll=;zsnn.;, mi, over > h o s t  too soon. The 
f ir:;t dcy o a t  thr: nose'. For.S,.in rnc2ri : J ~ . G I I ~ ,  h u t  :!I< secana ciny S!IC 

ci  rclcci -2rouna I.ikr: 3 coon doc that  hnd lost t!ic tra i l .  f~pp,?rznt ly  thc 
Skcond lietnch.--5nt actuilly wcra suppos:+d +A go t n  Mou;?cc: from Tonga, but 
'Jr'i.;:l':i ~:trr l . -  w h i l , . .  t ? ~ y  wcr;! ::'; szs for t!?t:in t,o go to E f ; ~ t c  .XI(; join L!IL. 
r..st. of r.ht: o u t r i t .  Cm t5=? 'rl;rjr to i f r i t a  nxticrs of tha Second D t h c h m u n t  
bec:~cs C~lcisn liragozs whi'n .th::y cr,nsr.,?d thc  l i l C t h  I.ieridizn, brrt no ?'use . '.> ,. 
# . c . ~  11.i:S1c o\p-;r t f l c +  occ:zion. 

Cn Suntiry F~bru?ry th.2 2Ft.5 t5:- B O Y C ~  Font+in nrr ivcd  i n  lizvcnnah 
: o r  1 . 2 ,  1 ;  l r  I .  Cocsiri,;r,?bl:- discus:iion took ~ l r ~ c e  
nr:)ni- t!~.: ofl'icr:rn, - 3 r . n '  E-Lnnlly +If' t3r, 3r:cona Dzt~chrn..!nt c.mc. nsbore  for 
(ji. :. In ; - l ~ r ~ - ~ l i r : f ~ h  or :~ t  Quoin H i l l .  Tk.2 rzs'; of' i!lc St!csnd 2etac!lmcrt 
51 . : I .  Ofi  t ' i ~  r;!lir, r ? t i i  w: !'~rrc!: 35'1, t!?.:l: WCI'.- t.:.kr.r. .?rour:tl 113 F~T~:? 

t .c  " I  ' - Tor u1.t.y on th.- nlrl sf dik nr  I,?..! I:;lrnd. 



i f t c r  t h ~  =in body OJ' mcn of the Sitcolld Drt,ac!~lr.dnt lcft Tonga 
to j o i n  th,. t k i r r i  cf~toct;mcnt, tk;: r, n ?-:r't on ?any.-! iccr-: c.?ll;:d the. St l i t  
I:~etcc5nsnt. 9 c r c  wmc a~proxirr.:~td::ly 130 nsn 2nd h ofJ:iccrlr includi t?r  .. 
 ti.:^ dnctoro. Canp :zlv;;lu ;rc?s ,?.bmco?.lcd =d all Xcvc men 1ivi.d ! t CI?:~? 
I:.?ofrrr!gr. w :ict hcld k.i:i:~ ;~nlnrcc.d t o  tzk,: c n r . ~  of t.hrn. 

-46 I ' l r z t  t5c  nur! from iizvclu wcr-c d i sg r l cn t l zd  ,?t bu;inp l o i ' t  'scN.nd 
r.11 l . t ~  I,!Ic tcnlc h r n  ::cn who t ! : \ .y r,:~;!rcid:d :ib.x;t :IS .?liens to tf ic .ijr.:.'D~.r...;. 

Tk;! camp t y ~ r n s r !  o u t  t o  b(? such 2 ~lt l l ;>sant  pl.zc.- t.o l i v c  i n ,  .znd t h ~  focd 
so g o d  ;hi t thy: sogn l o ~ t  ;be ouncotth ~ a j - s  01' L?:i: bus!i nroand 11.?valc, 
: ~ n i  b.2c::r.l.: rr!ri; nv!d LSJ  ?.!I:; c:trrlp run i.n n/vy :;t::lt* with ine&~?c!.icn:.i and 
mstw ?t c w n .  

- 15i m?in work t o  bil dcn~: or; Tonqn by th -  GJLt ;:en I.!,::; t5i: conpl.t::ion 
of thi. s.:a-1.ir.i:~ Prox th.-+ tank f ~ r r ,  t o  +xro::s i n  tl;c hzrbor, ~ n d  th;. innk-31- 
L:tion of pumps or! ~t. lc Lines. G b m - n L  :!us or. its m y  i'rc:;~ the Lit?tes 
w i t ! ]  i:hlr!: to fi~ist. t!.,: Job. I n  ::ciditlor? to A: tr!nk 1'::~: th.?rL '~ 'zs 
routine r-.nintzin;.nca, ch:lnr!e of al,sr:i t i o n . ~ l  f r~c i l . i t i . - r .  so t 5 a  t cv...rgtCing 

t I~'ES conc~ntrar,ad :!t ?~-~of,?ngc, ar,d the urLozClcg of ships. 

TL,A ;t".zlin-s i:i:r;: instgll-7~ hy :.rclc~i r:iT : . ! ~ i . ?  p.i pe tocst ,hc:r  ~ ~ r c t c l -  28 
~ 1 o r . g  tha k %r~cf~, :,in3 I'lontine it out i.'i.tF. i.ts crirqo hose u n t i l  it  rrav 
c>v,.ra i t c  surlrc;..:d ~ , . ~ s i t l o n  cr!~..:fi it Mas n l  l~-t:..-d to T i l l  :sit5 !r;ltcr and 
s j r l k  i n t o  i.o:;i t:ic?r;.  Th.7 t-.iclv.-. inch l i n t s  suyycrtrd rn r i r h t  i n c 9  l i n e  
uf-.:.!n th.:y tizri, t i d  togetclar; it was Z S C S S S : ~ ~  t o  S U F D O ~ ~  t 5 z  .cir9t inch 
clics-:l l i n  : ,:..r.;r:: ticnarcd I'cet wit3 a11 err.pL:.' g.:atialinc drum.  I n  this wty  
,a.lr; ? . r : l ~ n r ~ m t l y  c!S.fficult I,?si: rr:rs donL? r5t .h  :..I.Si.. Tn ,711. ovcr ;!irht i n i l . 2 ~  

oj' big pi:c t?z",eco i i n s t a ? J . : ~ i .  

Ti1 :.ny ttr*: . 9 ~ - ~ n r ;  tank5 b;id b;.:..~n M.l.?.r?d irit,h ;.la out of rlruns. 
E-?rl:: in Jbly ord.-re v c r e  given 50 t m r  d w r !  3rd crzt;. 15 of ths 503 bbl .  
tenks fr.r s!.i;.n~::!iL. Thc: r:aso?in-. $;as p\~np.>d ouL to L tenkct- t!lrcuflk L.!!i? 
s,::, 1 i 111 1 ,  rvrtrl I?; 8 >  l'i l'tcr:n t.-1nl.s !-.?r.? snfs- ly  torr. du~m d c z p l  t:: t,hc-. rr~icllii! 

of hv4:-.Z-.?5. 

- !hi> las t ,  t.\$o 'di:::ks thl, E d i t  :i.~t,,?c?-,m,:::t s.7:: j.n Toncz :: C-l~lki!l- rlrriv2d 
i t  b u r  1 01. a t  f i r s t  r.c oil c ~ ; l l d  zc .fnrcqr', ~ ~ ~ C > J E P ,  t,tlc! sen--lir.2, 

I t ) ~ : ,  I ~ I I ~ :  l l j  2 L:;clc !.r2ssur:: a:' co~npr,:ssc.c ::ir klu;.; OILC thi. plug i n  :hc l i r , ~  
(rlnrl ~t Y!..: Z!;i..,iy t,ir..: I > r - o ~ ~ r h t  tt;.: ~~~l5 . r . :  f;(; th.:: zarf.?c.- wi.t!l :I ~ n r ? t  rj..,aL 
of oil s;jcc:inc 2rou!-i Dn ski;.? l.:ir;kr~r' ;1lld -.%-- :~r+;?r) snrl r3-zcr.tu:?ll:i w l t 5  
tk.3 r,dciLt u!. 01' ~ ~ i l  f r o 3  a SLCO::~  tan?,.ir L!i- t : . r : k ~  Xi ;?( :  I ' L L ~ C : ~ .  



In 1,:n.y I: 1 i b r t y  slnil~ **r?:i Lorn opc!n nSov:: t ! ~ :  :intcrlin:.- pnr: hqd 
t o  bc r ~ ~ j a j  r e d .  A : , :~un~ c m j ~ n  Lon? :Jari-,;,.c. :;o be :I a i l o t  in :,!I:: 
har'our, rrlti or. his firs; t r i k  riin t h  s h i k  into 9 cornur of IL:~! l'isr, 
t!'>ic!; C G L  :I b i c  I:-Is!: i t1 I,!].. 5j.d.-. of ;:I.: s!:,iJa ,?r if g.i::fiL ?IZ-CJJ - n - r  .- h?.d be;:~ ?I::.;cI. ~ h i :  x;:ld5r~ winr, 01: ?,>:O-~:.I:ICL~R ~ h i : ' l ; ~  ho~rs, -nu ;:..t>h;C 
up tha 561; ul:h gl : !66~  CLG i'roy, pz;~torins; t!un t!:,: c:~r*l,t.nt>r:: pr.ur.4 
n t k ; o  fnnt,  S u l  %!Im..-icl of cl>rr:.;r: t t.o r .:in;'orc~. t t!iS I: r . 7 1  tc5. '1'5.. Knr;i.rn 
 IS e.:xon-?r:r;i?d ix t5-3 cour t  cr' i n q u t r y ;  t5; ;rj.rr! s tq??d  blowin[:. 

T!!u 2 .  0. oL' l.li bast: rorc.2 Il:f'i., :!IIC! i+,-i; c:;i.c'- ...d .cl b y t i ; . .  olri g?xt:.c. 
- .  
2--. ,-r,n:~lr:lci.:.; t!!:!t Si.nc~r"ortt.1 7onr:n xoulu be ,-or.::ia::-rui:a @;it o f  t!~i d;ingsr 
:.:on-: : i t d  !.h::t n.nt.,:'ial ;~ocld 5i; l , : ; : v i ~ g ,  not cc:ndng kite 't'r>ri[:i.. ?!IL n~os.L 
IT .l-lor::i~l.. :'.:?.tcrL. vl' L!!.ic cor?.;~r.ci i.:1:, th. r clr>t,in; of l i i , r : r : .  1 lika?rt;., 
:!1?f1 t.53 first. t , imr :  it zr:~s ~ o s s i b l , .  t~ t ovi:rxight nnc: ~c.:::k~nd 1 5  ter~:f. 
S c n s i d e r : ~ b l c  tmeior: l;-SL t!~;: ;i ir b:h11;5 t?.: I:?sC- ct!?rik;.dI C.0 .8  .?nd tSc! Fi .xi 

l i k e  Y:  t.?~ : r im !)lit, ,:t:i~i- r .g~l~.  L ~ ~ I T L : ,  . 

I)?nc2s f 1 o ~ r i : i h i c l  st Vlc  tcrric F.211, rni i  t v * z ? r ; ~  I P S ; - ~ I :  h016 by  C h o  
i E :  C 0 ; .  Ls :I ri:suit or crv*:rni 75 t. 'Lit;.?rt:; 1 . h ~  F!li rf i c l d  lqo.?rci- - - 
i r . ~  hous:% b::c:):n:- :! l ivr?ly hor;tcl.:r-y. cnior~unn-1:;  i.C.: -isl?rrd st.c?>;l s h i n  
b r ~ u g h t  in lass 2nd lcss l i q ~ L d  rcfr;:s9alCnts, and ',!LI.: ,jmgla c i r l  bcccnz 
GtJrsi: liquia t.!rsr! cu :r. 5 : ~ r q : r : l l  r3ch-q ::-L!L.. i<,;rl hL ld tiav ?,!IT r~zz8cw 
..ti t t )  n fry ri  711 ; .unl s!rs t,c:n t .52: no i~r. ;r.icnr. ~1::s 73li t o  ~ I P : '  t. 

I:I J ~ l y  tat:: Sc.:kJ~c Y.i.:.U. 511 ::rrf ~ . r d  ir. Toni!:. . T 5 . 2 ~  t.;-rr~'~-. f 001lsh 
anouyk t.9 cnnocnc:: r.:!v.:r! 1.5 -:y ;rcr.-! i n  thi:. hclrbor L h 2 i  thi.;~ w+?r.:t r. ~p- . c5 . .~ l i s t  
cr : r iL ,  n o t  stev.:drsr::~, snd t h z t  tila:: t l i : l  r ; s t  br;cnc to u n l o ~ d  ~hz;.ir' (!c.:!r. 
Sc3;~:.!u~:n s l y  ttl.:;. t d ~  r i  r~c:-.j  v : d  cnldl:y by t!?.. 21;ili t m8:n t ; h ~ ~  L!, ~:y 2 r r i v ~ : d  
i c .  ,.;'t-;r w o r k i  n? b l l t h  thum, and sho;rinl? t51-rn r=rol;nd i'nr s ~ v c r a l  
'd;;-skS, zrltl Lr:L!,i:i? t!l;sr. s.ie whet bat1 !jc& clcr:c: on Tong?, tk i :  r ; , ' i~ :  01 L!ii: 

!'kll.l. : .~ ; ! .~ .~ ! : : ; t ;~ i t  cl!cided t o  furcivc fo,lil ;h rc:r:!rk:: (;I' Ltrosc: p-:cntiornr, 
r:r;rl :hi nex lj 7.r-zri t ~ - i . ' t . ? ~ r  r,;-l:lc~:fubly. I.'? i.nt:!iniz.c~? oj' tb: b ~ s e  ~ 3 . s  turnsd 
o-irc$r TO 5.i.I.U. 511 In Lugust. 

2.5 ns  L7.l.I.U. 511 C R Z ?  <a '?on,-:!, [,l.?n? wqra st.?:-tcc: f o r  lencin~ 
tt;: Isl::r.rl, :lr.c orders tc. l:sc,-:a iic:r:$ r o t  .? surp-.is::. 



The l . 7 ~ ~  two u;!r?k.s qn Tonrn t51: r.r!y *n'7:~:: ei.v-?n r\ zun.:,;.~ of f t ~ s t s  
or picnics 5.y rhz ne:ives, nnri 2-z ry5o . i~  n j a y i d  t5ansel:r=s, o r  1-!cnt 
E~SCIIC! szL*ng goodby,: LO T3nf:zn iri.-ncl: si:d ~ i u L  l.:l'!;oyirl~ 1 L. 

Thi! ~i:..;? b:+for? t h ~  %it Gct?c!n:?n; W?S ;O ~L:F . - :< : .  2 iik.srt:: s%ir j  
01':' Pon!?a sr:ls tor& ;.rJoca t,';lrou~!~ 5!lc! ,- .ngin~ r3a::1, and ::.!c l'i!:nlly tow..:d 
i n t o  I;i;r:~.~l-:f';. ivy ? Lnr1kc.r. T h r t  n i g h t  r; r-rurkin~ p-t~-t;,- :.:;IS ~ 4 ' ~ t  Out. to 
~ n i o r i :  ;~crish;..ble s t o r t i e  f ror th-;: Stcw~.rds ico-box i r :  w+ic!-! refrii-.:r?:;i~n 
1 s o .  For om'. th.2 1 1 1 ~  i n  :! working FnrLy had 2 good :I.rlt.:. In 
,?r;riit.5on tq ~ n l ~ a j - ; i r i l *  ::I1 :.ht; p..rlr;h.l?bi;: :'OMS r.vi.rybocly CZ:.,.: :;r;hor,: ; . r i t f i  
a ;:rl-:ate loo:. or" kns, +g+s,  plc.rhaps E! l c i n  uf bt?-.C, .?:w t:nouzh i i n a n  
J ;  Lo a 1.3 c .  I.lcxt, clay C ! V ? ~ Y  hui, 11~41 .:! fit*?: bl;9in~! i t ,  end 
t . !~ , :  I ~ Y ~ I I  cont,i?nti:aly ~or:yr:d L!lr.rnrt:lv~,..; 14th irl::;i t.,;r:s. 

Tha ?or.-,>r C.C. of t hc  LdiC Lr~:-t~clx-,~nt hi:d ~~rd..:rr: to r ~ t u r i l  to 
th.: !i:.?:t..23, t ~ u  t bu!'~:.~.: ! I , :  i q  :Pt h!! ::;:ok,. t., t!~.! r,,:n i>ro1~5~:c:;iny: th".i  ;3~: 
3 j  t Ect:c!~;l~;nt, I J O ~ J ~ C I  build a tank C E . . ~ ; :  t; t t%-,.? n e x t  besc, zf te?  h i h i c h  
L!:-;g i : ~ U l c l  h!;;l<J b ~ c k  tc t!1.2 :5satca. 

61 i ; ~ ? u s t  20 t5 ,  13L3, :.hc Sdiz ;i;!k.~k~zni v i t 9  mt?n and two oC5ic;rs 
p l ~ s  i o r r y  :a.?n fra:.~. 3 . k 1 . U .  5 l i  Left Tonga f o r  ;.ia11Ls i s l l c d  or; t!?r: K i t  
C:ir:ion, - ,  I ib8:rty :; h i j , ,  !~i.c!l !l:,ci p..ss,::ne.:r ~L:COIII:.C.~: ?.OK: ir: t:u~nl..~!r :5rLmL> 
hoir',. T3!3 r:hoi: MZS cxt:':ll :nt,. 

". 
I" -:0y3y;-: i.12~ uncv;.ntfull rilcl r.:rr,-rlr.,-bl? or - l y  f o r  L!.c way tk: 

K i t  C:rrsorr xig-;m<fr:ci ::c~oL;L; t.llL- r.i: t , t : - l i ~ l . - .  T!!:.: I.~~:.-I t8.cr !i-(l h.:cn coz -  
fort:lbl..: ~-rh=!r. '.5? 35.;: fr)Yt,  Trlni.2, !rut it K.-:; r i n t i ~ q b l ~ ?  i;.?ni:r 3s  ~ C F  
~351) ? . . ~ , J ) ~ O Z C ~ G ~  k?3p.2 ?:~.d C ~ I Z :  L E ~ Y : ~  i ! ~ ~ 5  I,o '~':!-lli~. 



?he S~nbse;  on t h ~  I s land  was t5c 3 . R . U  SOL which had relicvcd 
tkLc r"ilt5 L ~ t a r k . c n i  of the 'i'hird Yatt-zlion. %cr! co!isul ta:iog 1.:j.t5 t5e 
d l ' i c - ! : ~ . ~  of t!:c H, I... U. >DLJ L t  >;ax discovcrec :.!J;I~ !,!I(< idif, L'ctackmcnL 
wi-15 n o t  t.0 builci  t!-I* L-nk Ear::, fin it, !:ad expectb?d t o  cio s ,ni  f o r  which it 
we=. er l~ . i i ip~l ,  but. that 2 det22chr.t3nt of t a n k  far?: specialists i.:ere ex~-~ectaa 
l'or t!1i3 wcck. !:o one ails q u i  LC sLrf: w l ! ~ ~  1.3~ Zdit Dettlc3r;:irnt :+as sent to 
!'iaLli:;, but .  ;inct- tn,?y i.re~-0 t.liere it, k-2s decided to kavc t.!:~r :lc!li, nn the! 
const :~uct jcn o f  a l a r g e  -Laxi-way aas the  3omblr Field ::it5 :;?vera!. hundred 
r'el~etnc.n LY i'or B-17s. 

::'allis I s l a n d  a; r,l-at, t i m r !  1,:~s r:ot f s r  r~trnove6 i'ror. the  scare cS 
: ~ c L i c n ,  znc! we3 3 re l ie?  L;lst: for- Funa-%ti i n  L!I~: Sllis Grour w!!ich we3 

hr.ir11: t?oni>c:i r r ~ u l a r l y  by t h e  er!vrn;:, ;IS Funn-F~ti irnr vt-ry nc t i v r :  ,?s ri 
k s e  'or ~ l m e s  ~ : 7 i c +  :;-re boqb5r.r; ot!~cr i s l z n c i s  cf t-ic S l i i s  Groi-il~ and 
a l so  >!ib Clilt~crt..; i n  prel~arat ion I'cr the _W~oricsn advanc-2 ~.-hFch xa:: t!ier~ 
t 1 i . i  r l r ,  pri?pnr~.d. 

!Jallis Isl~nc wzs a l s o  an h9ortar.t  SLOP for8 i,;A'i'S 3.s it w:.s  o ! ~  t he  
('llrect. r,out.hcrn rurl frc-, i ' cnr l  I;.qrbor t,o co.-Sol:rrc. Ei-iat-ntl:; tC~c valrrc . , 
(,y . 8 d c . 1 1 i ~  . -  has al.ways hcan i t s  p o s i t i o n  r a t h e r  t5z:; i ts  RZ t? i ra i  r?ROlit'C;fS. 

9 1: ..J .- hclrSclr is ;loor f o r  l a r g c  ships, iind c ~ n ~ z q ~ c n t i y  i t s  p.: ; i t lor:  is 
i:+or L a r 1 1 ~  Yur air roc t,i..s. 

Althouy,> i t  c x p c c t e a  to acr r,?ir,t~iqence :.!om o ~ l y  B.L. t:. 53h 
fo?rr~r, I t .  r:ccssr;:~ry t o  do :I r;rcat dcaJ of c o n s t n ~ c t i o n  work, anti rlt!~c:cd 
help.  Tila arjuiprrent l e f t  by t,hs Sccond F 3 ' i b L i n n  was i r :  bad ?*are, and 
cc?sillilr;.,blc work was r.eci-ssary t o  kce? it r u n r i n ~ .  A11 K c L L  r n a ~ t l i n i ~ t ~  
:111tl i . ruc<~jri .v-:rc i;nrkuc n t t!!c: motel ~ ~ o o i .  

The carpenzers were k q t ,  5usy Lui ld inx  s t  v e ~ ~ i o u s  c m p s  or on 
1-:nrckourrns. T L ~ o  wclacr; and r+l;-c t r i c l , i n s  m.:dn :. c ~ n c k  of r -n rkc r s  Tor 
H..3.'?.3. to put 0:) +,!:;- roczfs. 

K-Llis :;.;tr ixtrr::qcly :i!lor.L o!r r c r r i ~ c r i  (on? re.?so!? l'or tht: 
oeige of cornr.l-c;illy ~ z d  zpa:,~) GO t l l~ E d i t  men workeil zt i:ut,tiriy: up i ; ~ o  
lcrge rer"ricer::t,ors. 'his jcS wzs annoleng ',o -.verybody concarnec! zs 
r ~ o f h i n g  '.len', r ~c , ! I  t; L?I;. or:ly ZgyreFn t e  au~?i l : lk~l?  w . ? ~  a corz l  c l u d ~ c t ,  t,hc 
cr~c:r,+, nixcr 5w-l t.5.- 5j ccilps, enri i;bn s;tct.i :,ns o.f $5,- rcfriccrntors were 
3u t  of s!I~L.';' 1 ~ C i s 1 ?  th3y Ief t i . 5 ~  fact,ory. t!l+-y werc f inis!- trd 9.1~.!1. 
I,ook ' , I l l .  c: r - l l c l i  t . 

Thi: '.?xi-c:a:; ?t ;he s i r p o r t  i:oulrf k . 2 ~ ~  blen n l l r i q h t  h u t  the ~ n ~ i n c z r  
r:nulr.jnl 1 m z k c  up !ti $, mi rill ;:ti& t, crarl::: !w LI~ I I~ . , .~  ~!l:; . ~ V C I - Y C ~ ~ ~ J  t!lc rilrh.!s 
510117 d r.:hanr--:. T!:.? ~ J ? : I V : ~   chi ni-ry opt .:.ator:.s CU: :;i.ii t . h ~  .~:iirvt::yors I nnd 
t!!2 SErV5yCI'S %i:pt tryirtf: t , ~  keep 15'ith tt.l.2 s:ngini:crs qr2t- i~~ ans wore out 

Y t!:.: ~ ~ p p l y  01 k ~ c I .  l';?r.:r;;lcrdy was - .  !~n l .~p l r  ;~h.:n it ::as st:ciclcd c o t  to r u r ,  
tb?  +,:xi-i~;i; :!rour,d t,h.: r.or1.t. : : I . I ~ :  of.' f i . ! l r i  ec $nd i..>c!r. plarlr,.:ci 
o r ig ina l ly .  



;!!)out. n I-rcck cll'tl:r :.fie Eii t 3~fr?cficcn t crf..:t:> tro W::llis rt cIr*:ac5rn~~lt 
of t9.: T?.ird 5atk.L.io1-1 z r r i v + d  t o  rake tbc tank farm. It d i d  not. hit;$ t5e 
[:yo of Lkc A i s  n;.rt ?,Q :ifid t!iat thcsc. 1;enk sp:~ci:,listu ir:ld actuaily e r ~ c t -  
cd fc:.:~x- ttr~k:; t!~:l:~ h:~u b e s n  .-r.cc tc.ri i n  Tonpa. Thc: i 2 i . t  ~ ! r i  arid. TIVR of 
tln-: 'I"::ird R? t ,szl lon sli.:a:rs rcnainea or. t t . 2  t e s t  ol' t.e.n!ts, I = O W G X ~ C ~ ,  x ! - I ~ . c ~  
c o ~ l d  got b.2 said of th;. ot!lcr c u l f i t s  ,311 thz i - : lnrl i i .  

n 
LLle nost  aishcarfi:ning ns;)crt oC Ysr'~lF5, hoi~e-;;~', was t5 !?  fact t+11. 

is G J L ~  undoshtcdly cr.ti of she :nost, diseas.;ci 2nc unh;cnlt!l,* islnnds in t l ic :  
20ut.l~ P.-!c.il': c. J n  f r o r u t  of on0 out or t,c:n =ti.-.-12 I:ut.s :?:la 2 r i c n  "ki*i!r 

nu.,, : r:Fros:? ;ind t ~ b ~ r c ~ i l o s j  S" . An epedaxic of' cii:nyu;! f.?ver w ? s  rscing. 
B u t  i q G r s L  of 211 thu mc.!u3 01- Cilnricis, ;!zs t'! 1i:rg :!I,- sickl;ays :~r.d 
!tozpi tn l s ,  mc? li.r .ving :!I< v:,rious forca:: c:x Lrc::, 11.g c5ort h-r ldrd .  Condi- 
+,ions viers so ' n ~ d  t + L  nc:r who d+sj:.?r~...'ui:ly naccisd to h:; s~:?rst ta '2 tcrr.j>t:rc?ta 

7 .  c-m2;a fo f;r:lg~ t ! ict i t '  p1:ir.d~ :./eri !-i.Ad 1:or Li~qu'. 

Zho i.;.nllis group is nov Frao Fr~nc5 ,  but was V~C!-IT cp t~ the 5ny  
t!ls k?erlcs?.s lar.dcd. :Iorn:illy i t  in 2 K a r t  of t!k S S ~ I O ~ I  Group, but 
I r : i l .  o r  i t  1 1 1 1  1 i d  i t  ortun;! I.al3r.d i~nd - - I:ovc:rncd f r m  .inli Ca-tiedonis. 

! 
I! Fl-*!nc!~ li.::,idunt, :.f5o j.r; 2 l s n  i:xl:.?ct,.t<I to uc t :IS p5ysic:i::n ::t 

tbr Franch ho:;l,it?l., is i.n c~nl.~lete chorrc or" thc islrind. Lodm h i s  i s  
s n a t i v e  kir!:; clnc C~is courL of c h i c f s  r'ro;? ~ i f f e r k l i t  -bl.i l l c~ . t s .  The! 
: ! r ~ c i ~ : n t  syss9:nt of ? ; ' : l l l i ~ i ~ ~ l  ~-ov ; : r~ , l : : l~ t  hns I ; . ~ ~ - n r .  cr::t,i:~u!.a for s r~r .v r :n i r~ncr ,  
h u t  53.5 b i . c ~ r ~  an honc>r4,1.;: s;fsti:r: of ~ r a i ' f ;  i : ~  : ih ic !~ t hs  F r a ~ c h  arc! ~:~:y+d 
b:; t5c king, 55.3 k i r .3  b;r t.!li: c h i e f s ,  th.1 chiel's bg t b - i r  villages, 2nd 
consqucr i  t&: C!:c 3 v7-.r3gt- n:~ L i 3 ~  ir; prnc t i d a l l y  3 :*!~.f. 

:.$llis is ;? c r=el l  i s l . ?nd  F;rou_u : . l i t ?  L!\.;. l a r g e s t  is1m.d i n  khc (:i:nt>r 
a51.tl .: h::rrirr. 1'.:21.' E T O U I ) ~  j I.. T!I~:TL* .,I--- :,.:vt?r:ll l13~~31 c.5: t h r o u ~ h  t.!1(2 
resf, n o r 0  of ;~hict.~ is  ,?ny coed For h5;: ~ h i ~ l s .  i';fip:n t i r s t  s2.m fro:) tha  
se2 t,!--t> is13~lcj aFi;j?.r.rs to be very rur!,:ljzd and well cov*r=d blit:-, p : : m .  It 
d5i'init.;,y j :: .,C .tolc:~r.ic for..nt.ior: xi E!? r:cv;r.yl r::.:lt~:rs T C L l c r :  ~. . - i tk  N,? t o r ;  
i t  is q ~ ~ i i , ; :  !]illy nl+,hou~h 3CE f r,. is tbt: n s x i z ~ l : ~  -:lsvztic?n. Therc is no 
dock for skips aKd cvcryt,hlar m i s t  be :~nloac.:d 5 y  barges of w!;ich there 
is  clot a s l ~ f l ' i c i c r ~ t  ~iurvb*.!r. 

Ia.!rlEs is ?. $;up& LV  ;-nc rep.?ir t..nsi. f.?r  inna as ar~t i  h c ~ .  t,..~o g o d  1ar.d- 
TI-g st,ri.p:;, :!wl i j  Yiz14.; nc5k1m-k 01' r~x-~c ls  V!I~I:!I :-:~y 'st.: e:i,:d :*s ta~i-kra! .~S i*or 
s n l . 1  ;;hn -s. Most. o r  thr: ;:or% cion<: on t.311 i s l : ~ n t l  wns done b:: t,5-7 Sacond 
Constructicm ?.t,+,.l inn. 



kc E.?stlnr.ly tr;lar: wind 5.5 t h , ~  r;r.:v;?i l i n ~ ,  hr?.?n.. mcl:d r r; ~ $ 7  r l in . - tc .  
is c;.xt,?enal;i t~:::n:,~ rr~;ive v i lL~p%s  2rc: t o  bc ~'ounr, on iy  on thz a;~sr ,ern 
S I ~ O I * ~ ~  of L!I-: .i.sl;!ld. '?!I,; 1r.z.i~.  ill::.^^ is Lh,: 01~1 ?rcnch Vi112=+ 1-:9ich 
!I:Is t.?,? O a i ?  :il,(~?~ 0 1 3  t,h.+ i s l : ! n r i ,  ,111d l.:her~. t $ i ?  Fr~:r:c!~ rL!! i< i i : r~ l .  .?Rc~ th-.: 
Kirlg 1Lvo. 3xccpt- fcr s6:veraL hcge c$urch?s, x::d ;: 1'3: olc 5oitrcs b\: i l t  
'3;) convicts !.trvrc is no civi1i~i:tj.o:: 011 tki: i~1: t r .d .  ,kl ' l . i~ b r a 6  U ~ C C  a 
7r~nc!i Ycn:ti C o l  cny, ?nc ir. r: ..::trl:- 15 kc 1;rir:cr. to nlpny rinl -ric;lrlc 5 till t.!:l!tTi.. 

'r!..: r o i l  ir n reel volcaic soil ~~i . t ,xL) lc  olrly :'or tropical y l z n t s  
:!n!t not v.?r:$ i~qoci for t?!~i:r~~. 3 r . ~ ; ~ d l ' r u i t ,  1,L:f nt::i.r~s, rnd  coconnuts n:-c 
;!;.i= ~t . s i? ly  foods of' the  n;rt.ivvcs, am! as eq:en the C X Q Z ~ I L ~  t.rc:?? e i.c ~ i ~ d l ; , -  
c!.~!L!:.-; t .2-2 ! - ' r t l i i ~ ~ .  do  not. !:rive sv!'.L'icicnt i'oocl. T!!q 2rc  poor. !.rork12rs, el?& 
ix :.rnrki~? f o r  t.!~? i l .~;. :ricayz t . k :  :i:~t.: :in<. c z ~ z t - d  L r ~ x i i : ; ~ ~ :  ;:rnL>:-ic>t~;, \,!c:!t 

by :h, tiz.2 u s 4  in P-nfi: -+:hilt thz iiTc?l7isi~?1? LSCI;. t . i r :  X C : : ~  ~ 1 '  :be 6 2 5 ~  
l i r : - . ;  t h u s  =!-it: n:, L.iv.-s !12d two Yundzy::, t?.sir su?lii:.:jr ibnd th;: Ar.-.l-icln Scnci2:r. 

Soprr! (~.:hich :imoxtlls to n ~ o v ? r x c r . t  r.onr:poiy) pnc pl?:.rls 3 rs t5e 
dr~l:! c x ~ ) ~ _ r t s ,  ; : r ~ d  tlut to ;I sy:itcr2t,ic l o o t i n g  by w5itzr:en tka rr:Litlec :Ire 
o r  r I ,  7 .  I 1 .  Zxcc:pt. .Ccr- r , : l igc?ous tt.::c!rln(:r: L!: : n ? t j  vr:s 
ace ' l i . r ' t  t o  shift f o r  t.h ? : 1 ~ ' : ? ~ - 3 . 7 .  '?'?u:- :IT.% f?r ?.!I-: mcst p a r t  r n d  unhappy 
; ~ e u c ~ l i :  l i v i n g  i~ t'i l.t3, T I R ~  1:j:~ct br C ; ~ S . . ~ S ~ S .  5 c z p t  t o r  ra ts  :!rd 
<\~~tr i . !~ , : :~-  ca:~o~:s, F o r  w!~ ich  t,L:.!y .- lat :  ~ , T T O U S ,  ! , ~ C . I ~ C  .is :!o x::tiv!.- s k i 1 . l  
:.:orth :?..+nl.i onin::. Ti,:y n re  r, prior .:.unn:.lt-~ of r\@;g~:..:si-lr?.c . P t l?o~t zinc,? ..( .. ... 11 Lt:!r:;.?n -,an:,: 1.9 u;1prass them. 

3 1 L w Kdi +, Dat2c!ln;.nt be.-!I::,: vvry ?c.!ssj.nir;tic .:bout ?v.-.r 1 .::~~<ny: 
I .  ~ S r u e r s  wer-a r;:c;l.ivdd :'or t!;~ i'~I,,?c!iy.-,r.r; to ;Itlin t.!lc r.2st of the 
i t  i . 1 1 i i  ; t ,  r . r l  3vl:r. :Z r?o!.;l.i, W<!IL by 5:hforc L~- ln : : ;>or t s t i~n  
Xzs ~ e c ~ r - : ! c J .  A winf: of .? I . i~?r in~  T l . y i n ~  squadror: C m r -  int.0 CFI:~  ncorn, and 
nt't.ur l i v i r ~ g  on c!le  it L)e~??cf,r:.!:nt :'or :I .:;c?i:k, ucczms so nunzrous t,+t 

+- 
I :  I t . : i  h i  LO I :  . . ~ h r :  : . . :~r in~*s  wJri s o r r y  t o  ritri: 

T!;:: ddit x n  qr, t'or or. ; l i t  i:-:lrind :-!!~l:ri. foci! .c:ss [mcr wit,k; nos t  zr:r.l:l d i t h e r  
5pt.-I o r  corni:d  ill, t!~; &:it Z s t ; ? c ! ! n a ~ ~ ;  l'--;d .?s ire= :!s er,yL-od::. 

Tk.: 1;clit IJcl~?chrw:nt nov-rJ aw:1 t:, ::iiT'S n t  thi! southram 2nd of the 
ialanc.: w!-err.: m o s t  o f  L!IC mcz ~1spt I r !  .- strsn-st+el ~gsrc-hcuca. Tha iczrc- 
hol12:: :::IS n r. i  :;-:I*:??, i c  L:.rrrcks,  ;,rid :I !. L.lori;!i :.dnti 2.:  l.iorl i!;??; ~:?; !~ 'CIV. 'C~ the 

CII %;,:r:: I'RT fro:: Clnj,p:,-. ~ h - :   hi.^ mmc ai, ;:'.TS ,*wr.? xot hosp.i tnbln eit5ar 
I-:!I ic!~ nC;. t!:;: si b;.2 t o n  :: orsc. 

P i  n n l l y  2 sk i . l ,  7,rr iv-ld :o t;llc.-:. t i e  kiit Dds t.?c5n~.nt t,o i7f:lte. 
hfortc!l;l?.:l;: s + v . ? ~ : I ~  b c ~ r i n g s  !-Jc?i2 o u t  of line in :.he s ~ g i n e  roorr as 
*-!ic rp!znl-- ot' L!I - sh'L?:~ !ravi~ig !!on?: ::<round ac ;. r~ : t ;T ,  :I)--C: it 1.~3~ noccss-  
?ry f o r  t.k:: 6:n~:ni: 1-0071 Crcx to m:.Cr..: saT, I fi?pr i rs. 



r?, - 
LIW  it L I % t ~ c h n ~ n t  go q u l t c  u:;-.d :o pnck iny  ebuzrd ship nzd thcn 

un?::c s i . ~ ; :  Lo r~r i  t ;l:l,)t,!;.2r :.my. .hc.. 5 .)::I., ji~~-rtr zc t ~ ~ l l l y  ;I.-?I!. uu L ,111 cortrd 
nrrj a fei: l r , im %ad t.o bu:i c o t s  t,c S ~ - : ~ ? I >  on mtil t k . 2 ~  1 - s f t  I t ! - l l i r , .  Fir! 

crr,wr;iny injiir:; c;irr1;2 uhsn th? gall,::: p3ar vsnt cat  i t  %!as d f scov r ,+d  t h s t ;  
th.2 zL:i!.. iru:~.La rtot .q:rjl 1'01' :,:VCIT:I~ (1-1;~::. T!L,> ? ~ i r d  ntt:!: l ;on > I L  t,!:ir: 
Line a+:r.:; !~o..j~.<t,nSly i r : , ~ f  t\:d the- Ecit. r:,:n 1.0 1:r.i wit3 t!~..r~. FQ ?:,r -:: ?.hr 
Clciit, ~ ? I I  n?u ccncernxi ',hi.! Ttlird is acss. 

GI: It.1-r. nil?+: of 5Ji?~-ynbfr 3, 1943,  hi: Il:dlt ;ll?t.:~h:l.:?nt, ho;lt .d~d th.2 
-L.ic!..r-d :-;LI-C :]I!; I~cv i s ,  a 1ibi:rty s h i p ,  an5 ,ccil..,d fro: ii: llis cn  S!le morn- 
I ! 1; : . T!1-: ; : c c o r r ~ ~ ~ ~ r ~ ~ i o :  :'OK .p:isscrnk;i!.s consis:.xi of ricr?- 
b.:r f n y r  hold ;?r;;;zy :nd unsr.r;st, t.!~. . u::+? .3f :.'I!. ~;:l:I.t.> :. '. nick?., -:n6 t,~!.? 
C I ~ C ! < ! ~ O L ~ G - ~ ~  ::!IFcLI 2:-2r5 ~ 5 2 d  by ~ j c k t q  FJIC c h L : ? f ~ .  ? , ! o s ~  oi' ffi2 nzr. sl ; :J- t  
rdops i c i ~ :  .. 11 :!LC k ~ i ! ! . i : ' ~  .:.i IUI~*:L* t:jr~s 21.i Lmor r , : n i n ~ s .  '?wc> ~ , , . . c k  L: <:a:? 

-. . - >rc.rr: .:ll t ,h .-  cook:; t.;:: t i ~ c  t,g pr.:pn~.,-%. .n,? cn~~ ! r ' : .  ::n:: ..onn crf' tf?; nr.n 
owceg.,d t o  s:lcc?_k * t o  55% C ? C I ~ S  r .25~ .  It I-JC.; t13t %ti;; n o ~ t  ;:lt:av.?r.t !z.?:f to 

. - I;r:;vi-l, Lul. i L  L;';!L: ~ 0 3 d  '10 :-:#LC: 1. : :~  in3.L ei' '.!=l.j.:_: l u l r l d .  durinl .  L!ie 1.:-ip 
t o  .L;i'.?t.~? tk.1 I:r: i t n...r. t,-c::r;.: So.Lucn i)r:.l:r.rr: 1 r :  t, i;i. t 5  :rr> little: ct:r.-!laony 
;!1:1:. L5.7 ix:ct. tir.-;. pf crossinr; iC!': ll?Och z;..rlai?n k:::s n ~ t  rnncuncec. 

L , , I ! I . ~  17.:; I. {J!.I:: G: !.!,,: :rip s9:7:. :.ouch :-~i::t;r !.lzz ~ . ; ~ c c ~ r ~ I , ~ : r ~ ; c  1% L 1 ' ; ~  go t  . 
!:lr,::, :.1.?,!lrj1izk; it, ;I.-.::,: 7 nllnbi.-r D? ;.h~e!-: c: ;:; ;; t o  SQ.:: :~-! l r !  t ,  t,!l,-! ::-I VL-:,: 'c-cI-I- 

:;chg to :!IT: ii,~c@rt,'i r E  sub ckS i - : r .  

Tk 2 ?i  r:!:q r r i  Iiarcli T I I -  113 r.Ls z,-j.lori i~ to  Y i  1 b.! I - ~ * > I -  cn i!t:cmnb::r 
o ~ k ,  13k3, ;!:.id sons sf t3ri 916 0:'iic.3rs CC-.T.T! 3 ~ t  on 1 !-n Lickat bo:; t-o 
.-:;l;.r,:-.> :.;-:I 0:':' :i:... rs of t.h.: Ydj-t L) , : i ,~!~~c=nt  t~:.:%. T5at  n i g 5 t  nn 
2 n C q r . ? l  r ~ ; x  i.03 f,cc->k 1-17~2 fcr :.!\dm F i  1%:; I, q;.t.!.~#-: i on 3 7 .  C:.nil., ?4:1Iaro:i. 
S $ i > : ~ t . : c  R ~ : J  :ac!' rs:Lrc?r l'or cb~:? f i rs t  t i  -.: .c. i ni. r! :.!I.: Thi rd  D~rizcL.n!.c-.t 
!oLt C:lrnk A 1  !.l;r- ov 2r tk'r,r?Lyr mont.!;~ CL!l'a.rt.:. 



THE STCRY C!F THE THIRD D@TaCi-'JE!tT 

The Th i rd  Detachment of thc F i r s t  B a t t a l i o n  of Seabees l e f t  
C a m ~  A l l e n  on Easter Sunday, A p r i l  Sth,  11102; t h e  dctachmcnt went by 
f  c r r y  a c r o s s  [lampton Rnarls t o  iblcr~port I k w s  whnrc two t r n i n s  awaited 
it. Each t r a i n  of 12 pullmans c a r r i e d  a compny ar.d a p a r t  of 
Headquarters company, a chicf f o r  e a c h  car, and an o f f i c e r  in-charge .  
A j u n i o r  o r i i c c r  nnd a mcdicnl  o f f i c c r  complctcd t h e  cori~plcacnt  of 
each tra in .  

Tlre t r i p  IJcnt  wns uneventEu1 w i t h  many s i d e  r u m  on Icsscr tr;rcks 
bccous.r! of heavy t r a f f i c  on the w i n  l i n c s .  After Kansas C i t y  t h e c t i n  
l i n c s .  A f t e r  ihnsas City t h e  main route of t h e  Santa PC was follo.,le.C 
nnd t h c  monotony wi1s broken hy mals n t  Hnrvcy Houses alonl: t h e  l i n c .  
Sevcr?.l times a day t h e  men were t aken  off t h c  t r a i n  f o r  a pe r iod  oE 
c x c r c i s c .  

Cn t h e  morning of A p r i l  l o t h ,  t h e  Detachment a r r i v e d  i n  a k l a n d ,  
C a l i f o r n i a ,  and were taken by bus  t o  t h 5  Goat l s l a n d  r e c e i v i n g  s h i p .  
licrc b.lg2.1gc w a s  s o r t c d ,  and t h a  mcn chnckctl f o r  n f u l l  c o u r s e  RE 
i n n o c u l a t i o n s .  Tetanus and typhoid  s h o t s  were g ivan  t o  t h o s e  who had 
f a i l e d  t o  get them before, b u t  n o t  w i t h o u t  p r o t e s t .  

So  p r o v i s i o n  hod been made f o r  thc housing of t h e  Detachmcnt, 
b 

and afrcr t i r i n g  themselves  by packing their gear Long distances t h e  
men u c r c  dumped i n  T r e a s u r e  Islancl I.:avnl S t . ~ t i o n  w i t h  no  proper 
q u a r t e r s .  

Tho nex t  day t l ~ c y  were takcn by h a r b o r  boat t o  t l ~ c  a ~ h l a n d  p f c r .  
Iiere the f i n a l  loedinp, was b c i n c  done on t h e  ships th~t: were t o  m k a  
up t h e  convoy. The ccn were mustered on board the P r c s i d c ~ t  Tyler 
o f t c r  hours  of a r d c r l y  c o n f u s i o n  clnd s to l~ed  i n  t h c  d i r t y  t r o o p  q u a r t e r s  
below decks Like any o t h e r  cargo.  

A t  noon on Sunday, Apri l  thc: 12t11, t h e  P r c s i d c n t  T y l a r  s n i l c d  
t h r o u ~ h  t h c  Coldcn Gatc  t o  form n p:rt of t h e  w a i t i n g  convoy, the 
f l a g s h i p  being thc USS S t ,  Louis. The whole s h i p  c a r r i e d  a n  
ataoephcrc of t c n s c n e s s ;  i t  was no t  t h e  operatic rnovic version of 
men o f f  t o  war. It was t h e  rcnl  t h i n g .  

Thc P r n s i d c n t  T y l c r  was a lnrgc s h i p  nnd hacl l x c n  n lukury l i n c r ,  
hu t  l i f e  i n  the diny,y holds w h e e  t h e  t r o o p s  were q u a r t e r e d  wns far 
from being Luxurious. Doublc rows of bunks supported by jockstsys 
rosa  t n  ticrs of f o u r ,  and t h e  v c n t i l n t l a n  and hcad f a c i l i t i e s  wcrc 
makeshi f t ,  temporary s o r t .  On n c a r i n ~  t h e  e q u a t o r  t h e  h e a t  mndc the 
crowdcd h o l d s  even more uncomfor tablc ,  and there was a n  a c u t a  water 
shortcagc!. Thc ships crcw hxd t h e i r  mess s e p a r a t e  Prom that of thc 
passenqers, -and conscquen t ly  on ly  t h e  crcw o tc  uzll. 

2 A c o n s t a n t  alert was c a r r i e d  o u t  with  d a i l y  d r i l l s  f o r  abandon 
ship. Security watches  were carried on i n  thc h o l d s  cnd so= Scnbccs  
went on gunwatches. 



In t h c  Eollcwing month, lend W,IS sighted b u t  once,  and Little 
3 hlppcncd to cli?ngc t h e  r o u t i n e  nf sh ipboa rd  l i f c  f ron day t o  dly .  

T:72 time passed q u i e t l y ,  e x c e p t  the crossing thc l i n e .  Then t h c  
p o l l y r ~ o g s  b ~ c a m c  s h e  L l b l c k s  , w i t h  t h e  t r a d i  tion11 i n i t i a t i o n ,  and 
h iqh  j i n k s  c u s t n n a r y  t o  crossin; :  the S q u a t o r  Ear t'nc f i r s t  time. 
L ~ t c r  cveryhody bccams Golden Dragons vrlien they  crossed th? 180th 
lkr id ian ,  n voyage i n  which both S h e l l b n c k s  and C o l d c n  Dragons , i r ~  
mncl : is r ~ t h c r  u n u a u ~ l .  

:4xlic?l l e c t u r c s  were g i v a n  on tropic0 L c o n d i t i o n s  and ,on 
r s l n t  i ons  :ci th n n t i v d s .  S i n c c  l i t t l e  was ]mown a b o u t  th:: I s l a n d  r ~ h c r f  
Bosc Roses ~ 3 s  t o  bc b u i l t ,  these L s c t u r c s  wcre n o t  specific, and s o  
g e n e r a l  ss t o  bc 01 l i t t l n  vc luc .  

Very l i t t lc  in foz t r - i t i on  had bean g e t h c r c d  by DuYD about thc i s l n n d  
to which the convoy w l s  hcadcd. Tha i s l z n d  turnnrl o u t  t o  be 3 C n t  i n  
thi: i:c:w i i e b r l d c s .  ?!uch v a l u ~ b l ~  Lice cou ld  hnva hecn s ~ v c d  i f  t~po- 
g r ~ p h i c n l  c h a r t s ,  r 2 p o r t s  on t h e  climltc and h z a l t h  c o n d i t i o n s ,  end 
thc dcvcloprnant on t h c  i s l n n d  by whit- p l l n t z r s  and trzdcra had bacn 
inclurlcu I n  t h o  nrstcr p l m .  

A t t e ~ p t s  wcrc r-%dd w h i l c  on b o t d  to prapnre f o r  l l n d i n ~ ,  b u t  
s l n c z  nzrrrly 311 c lues t ions  oE dockinp, qncl stor-.,?r?, ::nd l o c - . t i o m  f o r  

- bzsc op2rat ior:s  w e r e  left  t o  r cconna i snncz ,  no  p l a n s  were defini t : .  
Lbr2 b r d . d d a o n s  of p c r s o n n c l  were mdc wl t l i  c r ~ w s  ~ s s l ~ n c d  t o  each 
clii\:E w i t h  p ? r r t i c u l a r  d u t i e s .  C ~ C C I S  :.~crrl t o  u n l o x l  ships,  o t h e r s  Tiarc 

a t o  stor? and check orit~ri--.I, e t c .  

As th: convoy stood oEf Snnon, e s c o r t  of t h e  convoy W I S  t u rned  
o v e r  t o  two I.!cvl Zczland i:zvnI ships.  Unknown t o  t h e  men on b o a r d ,  t h c  
liattle af t h e  C o r a l  Ses was t h e n  baing Eought 2 r ; l~or t  d i s t z n c z  2wzy. 

A t  noon on t h ~  4 t h  of K1y, t h e  convoy s t c a r e d  i n t o  V i l a  Say, 
Lfar: Lsland, and droppcd nnchor. Tha bc2uty  of t h 3  h r b o r  i t s e l f ,  
.:nd t l ~ c  n i z c  2nd r ; c r c n i t y  of P o r t  V i L ?  wcrc 3 ?lc.wznt surprise! 2nd 
c o m ~ r i s o n  to  r ~ h ~ t  w s  expected by most of the crew. 1nst:ad of an 
enemy-hcld c a n n i b a l  i s l a n d  comple t e ly  coverad  by junglc-, thew r-r~s n 
f r l c n t l  l y  l n r b o r ,  a p l c r l s ~ n t  town w i t h  co~:m~- rci.11, ?nd govcrn rcn t  
e s t , i b l i~ l - r r , ?n t s ,  ?nr! p r i v a t e  r c s i d c n c ~ s  on t h e  hills s l o p i n g  down t o  thr? 
rratcr. Bcyonl thc town of Vila war2 miles of c o p r ~ ,  coifcc, and cocozi 
pl::ntrltions. R e  th.: S~:ibccr;  wcre soon t o  f i n d  o u t ,  1- grc ; l t  dc.31 of 
Z f a t l  is covilred with  d z n s e  jung le ,  but by no mans a l l  of th:! l3nd is 
wild .  

C o n t . ~ c t  was ~nsda w i t h  t h e  shorc by o f f i c e r s .  Eecnusc of t h a  
p o s s i b l a  d 2 n g ~ r  of a t t z c k  on the ships by t h c  enemy, 2t nidni;!:t i t  
r c s  di:cid~rcl to dLscmbarlc thc mcn. For  sac= p c c u l i a r  r cnson ,  hawcvcr, 
o n l y  th2 Sxtbecs wcrc  d isornb .~rkcd  w h i l e  t h e  rest of the p z s s e n g e r s  
sccyad snu:ly on bosrd.  Thcy wcrc lcndecl on I r l r i k i  I s lnnd  t r i t h  no 
532r nnd lvrd t o  s l c c p  a n  tlx: bc i ch  or  round. Duriny, thc n i z h t  t h e  
tide clme in 2nd t h c  ncn  on t h e  heach hnd t o  move away fro3 t h 2  water. 

l i t t l c  pe r sona l  gz;zr b rough t  zsliora was l o s t .  A t  dawn thzy  wcrc 
3 awoksncd t y  r: tropicni r z i n  21;cinst :rhicll t l ~ c r z  no  s h c l t c r ;  m o r ~ -  

over t i l a re  \.r>r; nn food o r  d r i n k i n g  w a t e r .  

1 . r i r i k i  Islcnd i s  n smL1 t s l ~ l n d  i n  V i l a  Hnrbor which is 
occupicd  by t h e  a r i t i sh  Rcsidcncy. I n  t h c  next E ~ V J  dcys 2 czap wzs 



astsblishcd on I r i r i k i  which bccan~ the central carp f o r  a l l  e3rly 
b " 0 7 ~ : r n t i o n  on EE2tc. Lcnts  r:crc p u t  up,  a tccrporAry g z l l c y  c r c c t a d ,  

and bolts f c r r i z d  p 2 r t i z s  t o  th2 ~-1iri l2nd. ilo canping p3rt)- e v e r  
i n  hr~d 2 roughar  style of l i v i n g  the States t k n  t h ~  Ihvy hzd on 

L r i r i k i  d u r i n g  t h ~  c z r l y  dzys  of DJSC itoscs. 

EEcte is one of thz nost southcrnly of t h e  k b r i d c s  Group 
. ~ n d  Por t  V i l . 3  i t s  c h i c f  s c t t l c rncn t  is t h c  c n p i t z l  of thc Group. 
Aftzr  ,?-.rly d2ys of b l a c k b i r d i n g  th3 Ker.7 Eehridss rmrz s~ttlcd by 
both B r i t i s h  >nd French p l z n t c r s .  The I s l a n d s  vcrd at  first very  
s.v*lg;, r?nd so-.. of t h e n  s t i l l  a r c .  No i s l 2 n d s  i n  the  South P ~ c i f i c  
h:v? hqci a nors t u r b u l e n t  h i s t o r y  nnd i t  ~ 3 s  ncczssnry i n  t h ~  e a r l y  
20th  c e n t u r y  t o  kccp order by usc o?r' British cnd r"r2nch Il3val Forces, 
T h i s  1.~1 t o  t h : 2  condaniniun Govcrnmcnt i n  1907, s uniquc conbind 
Rovcrnnent i n  which t h e  I s l a n d  nfEairs .and disputes bctwecn N?t ion%ls  
~=r- s c t t l s d  i n  s j o i n t  c o u r t ,  wh i l3  p r o b l s n s  ~ f f c c r i n g  only  B r i t l s h  
or F r ~ n c h  ;r.: s c t t l c d  i n  B r i t i s h  or  i?r-ncb c o u r t s ,  

Owing t o  t h a  s h o r t s g a  of n a t i v z  Xe l rncs i an  lzbor tht E r m c h  L v a  
11nport.rd Tonkinus2 c o o l i c s  Eron Indo-China, 2nd .?.s t 1 1 ~  B r i t i s h  Iilvc 
no t  11-.tl ~ . c c n s s  en thr Tonl<incsc thc i n p o r t a n c c  of B r i t i s h  i n t c r c s t  
has d~, r indled .  iYoumcc hzs  bzcn most i n f l u c n t i 2 1  i n  t h e  Naw Kebridcs, 
but  con!:idar.lble t r t l d i n ~  has bccn donc wieh L u s t r > l i a .  ;'i34 i i z b r i d > s l  
cconmy i s  dcpcndcnt  on agriculture \ ~ i r l l  c o p r a ,  cocoa ,  cnd c o f f c c  
be ing  t h j  p r i n c i p z l  crops. Tllc Islznds ers very f ~ r t i l e  b u t  211 
mrnuF?.cturcd goods a r z  imported. 

2fate i s  .? f a i r l y  n o u n e i n o u s  i s l z n d  and on ly  r h r  p l t t t s a u s  n e a r  
tlic co-1st h?vc bccn dcvcllopcd. Thcra arc nunclrous swamps and ml-ria 
i s  prr:v?Lent. S,:vcr?L strznms offcr qnplc w z i t d r  supp ly ,  b u t  2r2 n o t  
n?vigcblc a l t h o u g h  s z v s r a l  e s t u s r i e s  o f f e r  lztndings f o r  sm3ll bacts . 
in a d d i t i n n  t o  thc decp water ports  of V i l a  2nd Havanmh. 

After Looking o v e r  thz Vilz nrsa, a s i t e  w3s s e l e c t e d  n o t  f.ar 
[rum town f o r  3 s to r -gc  arzz which was d i v i d c d  i n t o  s e c t i o n s  
co r rc spocd ing  with t h c  code a u t h o r i z e d  by BuYD f o r  ml r !< in~  c r z t z s .  
T h i s  halpad to mXc c c o n s t a n t  c h ~ c k  and a running i n v s n t o r y  on 311 
t y p e s  of mtcrirll. T n r p z u l i n s  vcrc used 3 s  protection q n i n s t  t h c  
c o n s t - n t  rriins , and t o  s u p p o r t  canout  1 2 ~ ~ .  

Th(:rr: was no dock sther2 ships n i g h t  noor. Upon z r r i v n l  a ~rraLl 
p i z r  i - ~ . i t h  :I s t c t i o n q r y   boo;^ was t3kc.n over by t h ~ .  i:avy. T h i s  con- 
t i nucd  t o  be the  un load ing  dock of n e a r l y  a l l  sh ipping.  Ln i t s  
origin:l form, it  was ?-bout 20 fect w i d c  and cxtendcc! o u t  t o  wl~crc 
th;! witcr  tms s i x  f c c t  decp. Tho old  bocm wxs .I p r i n f t i v c  l f E n L r  
which never worlccd ii?-11, and 2s soon as motor c r z n e  cane  a s h o r e ,  i t  
wcs put  t o  work at thd dock. A t ~ r l p o r a r y  ramp !r:ts arr3ngr.d on which 
rnobils cquipw-nt  w.qs d r i v e n  nshora Eron b.-rccs. For t h c  f i r s t  Ecv 
wceks t h i s  dock and t h e  storage,  .>re3s were t!\c main p o i n t s  of i n t e r e s t  
for t l ~ c  Sc r~haes .  

Every n v s i l = b l c  forsl of c r a f t  u2s used for t ho  irlS.tin1 u~r lor ld ing  
i r ~ c  lud Lng. bzrgr,.s c::.~r~*:cl by 3r1r1bs tr~i 1 l i p  and othsr t m d  i.ny, co~:l:*znicn. 
T i r . e  tn.5 drrl'irbi t-6-: f lctnr in tlrn wrr- . - l .np,  a , r  F.-i ltim of t h e  c s t n b -  
1 ishrient  of thz bzse . 



?ontoons had been sent ,  but wcrc sto;.rnd undcrnczth oth2r kinds * 01 gc-lr, Two s t r i n g s  ai: poncoans rrcr2 d~sscn51el-l on t h e  deck of t h s  
s h i p  undcr vcq: -.dvi.rsi. conditi.ons; then  i t  * ~ o s  dccidcd t o  =sscrnble 
~11.2 rmainin:: Fonroons on shor2  >:her? they could hz s o r t a d .  k t inber 
ramp w::s C O ~ S  t rutted ~ l o n g s i d c  t h c  doclc, and 2s bzrt:c ccluiprcnc 
c:ir;r! ?.shor= it vaas s o r t z d  2nd o s s s n b l c d ,  ,-~nd the  b ~ r g o s  v c r z  1:unchr.d 
~t hi$  tidz. Thz propulsion u n i t s  wers i n s t z l l e d  ~t t!12 sidc of the 
s h i p  1-s the-:: vcrc unlo.ldc.d. 

:.%er,whil;! th;. i.!sv?-1 Dass He-ndquarters, C o ~ z u n i c n t i o n s ,  and P o r t  
I]ir,:ctor vcr2 c s t ~ b l i s l r ~ r ;  i n  r rdsidsncc:  ncor  th;: :~aCarfronl: r:t Vlln.  
Th? C:>zn:ndtr TIE Sasz 0 ~ r : t i o n s  w;ls skippi!r  of 111 n~vr .1  u n i t s ,  
i n c l u d i n ~  Lh.: Szxbccs. Bcc2use of t h c  conEuscd and crowded c o n d i t i o n s  
i n  t h i s  l u i  lcling (.IL l~.?..sr 20  o f r i c c r s  n l s o  liw! tli.:ir quQrtcrr, ~ n r l  
6 1 r . s ~  j ; ~ r > )  -. ;IOUSU WIS trlltan in Vil.?.  .l.nd c o n v c r t ~ d  i n t o  11cndqu.1rters 
for  th.2 C o n s t r ~ c t i o n  B ~ t t o l i o n ,  5ere ths off i c ~ r  i n  c>:lrgs of 
const.ruction I L : ~  his ofr'ic;?, A dmEting roo3 w-s s ~ t  u p  fnr  ,311 
pl?.nniny: .and rc.corJin;~, of jobs ,  2nd rlll n r r i v - r l  nnc: diwburs--1 oE 
c o n s t r u c t i o n  c q u i p m n t  znd s u p p l i ~ s  wers chcckcd through this o f f i c a ,  
Zn t h i s  -.::lg t112 C o n s t r u c t i o n  S a t t a l i o n  hcd 2 c e n t c r  f o r  CLV: r ~ . ~ u l - ~ c i o n  
of 311 work XIXI of prohlcr~c of c o n s t r u c t i o n  personnsl .  

T i ~ c  j o b  w i t h  number one p r i o r i t y  W A S  thz bonb2r f i e l d  .at :-LIZ. The 
X?rin-?s, wllo 11zrl I-tndcd c i s  :~z:ks k E o r c  thc Nnvy, hzd clc,zrc+ .?bout 
1800 feet  of thz strip 2nd roughly graded sonc of it. Thc sit; was 
V ~ T Y  l e v ?  1, pzrt  l p  c o c o l n u t  grov,, anc! mostly :coodzcl ~ i t h  l i o ~ v y  undc;r- 

B brush. ;!r:l? i s  -I hnlE .noon of : bc-tch zbnut Eivc n i l z s  n o r t h  of V i l x  
xnd thT? t s r m i n  f o r  s c v c r a l  riles i n l z n d  is  q u i t e  5 12t. A n o r t h n c s t  
dircctlon I::rJ been cboszn for t l ~  s t r i p  Lwccusc of thr: prc:v-2iling wind. 

b the  20th of 2 3 ) .  an  of:iccr, onz m d i c x l  off iccr, cnd szvcnty-  
five k n l i s t o d  nzn crs~rlb1ir;hcd .:! I.!::v:: C m p  a t  t h a  cdg:: of t h z  runwzy, 
T11is :!.Is 3 t z n t  c*~l:!p s c - t  iii thc c o w r  oE 3 c o c c r ~ n u t  Erov,, . ~ n d  ~ 1 2 s  

o n l y  tcnpnrzry.  Al t50uzh  li?:. o ~ s  p r ~ t t y  r c u ~ ; ~  a t  thp  A i r E i c l d ,  i t  
p r o b ~ b l y  rJLs n.3 wars:: t l u n  lifc =t atllcr p l a c c s  on tho i s l a n d .  Th-LS 
c:lnp, tra:s';vcr, !i?d t ! l ~  11i!:h~fit r.:corcl fo r  i 1 lncP;r;. ih lnr irr  and othc-r  
f e v e r s  w r -  p r a v ~ l ~ n t ,  2s i t   as i n  lacsquito country .  A S  hiqh as a 
quzrtar  ~ J E  thc nen ?-?;r:: a t  onet i re  o r  ~ n o c h ~ r  in sick-bcy b;..c.?usr; of tlia 
f c v u r .  i n  tinst c ~ . s c s  t h ~  Icvzr clcqrcd up Iz tcr .  A s  soon -1s thc 
p r ~ j c c t  rlas Einishcd, --Ilthc r.sn wcnt to C:?np 1bizl=po3 vhzrz therc imS 

l i c t r l e  1 ~ 2 l c r i : ~ ,  but  so;;? of thc r.cn hzd contr:lctctd c h r n n i c  n ~ l n r i ~ ,  and 
thi. f i ~ v c r  continues t o  core b7ck to t 1 v : n  ra~ul;~rly. 

; ,hterill  nnd cquipn::nt was takcn from t l l s  dock 2nd put t o  work 
.qt ~ h r l  cirport 7 5  soon -1s 3nytliinl\ c;rrk .rshnrc. k ~ 2 . r . 3 ~ ~  of pxlz 
l ogs  2nd CTICIUF 1223 n o t t i n ?  ~,-JIIS e r c c t c d  which soon b2cnr.a t he  rapzir  
ccnccr ; . ~ r  islznd c q u i p e ~ n t .  By July 8th the  Eielc! xis i n  2 c o n d i t i o n  
to ra-:cciv.-1 fip,ljtc?r p lanzc  .as well r_s p r o v i t l i n ~  !litis:+ f o r  t w n t y  of 
t h m .  h this sa7.e d2t;. c: cross-rum?.=?; 1r .s  s t n r t c d ,  2nd boahr:r h idcs  
cIc:r.xl. by AugusC 1st r:12 f i e l d ,  ,~nc! d i s p c r s ; i l  .-.r:ls, houriin!; -=nd 
o p l : r : i t i ~ ~ ~ r s ,  w i t h  t l i ~  2xcap t ion  of g.?solinc s t o r y ,  wcrc, cnnpl~r tcd  nncl 
I n   us^. TI12 h o u s i n ~  cansistcd of *ueuonsct Kutn for qu3rtcrs and 

C stor-lgc: 2s w e l l  2s L g r  f L L l c l  o f f  ices f 3 r  2-krincs. 



to thc enany and the hasty zssenbly of t h e  I s l a n d ' s  dcfcnses  mde 
everyone awcra of the  constmt dangdr. 

Throughout t h c  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  l and ing  s t r i p  t h e  Scnbzes 
wcr.: ~ u g n ~ n t c d  by n z t i v c  l a b o r ,  r_nd Arny c n g i n c e r s .  S u r i n g  tilt dry 
months of J u l y  and A u ~ u s t  the f i e l d  iInS c o n s t z n t l y  .:l,?tctrccl by t?nk  
t r u c k s  c-, ki32p t h e  s u r f ~ c e  f r o 3  blowing nwzy. In Scptanbar, 503 
~ Q C L  rzf Ii:rst:sn mst ~ 1 . s  laycd -2t t h c  n o r t h  end of t h l  runciyy for c 
turn .:round Eor t h a  p lnncs .  ihintc!n.=ncc vzs kept up by Sczh,?cr; 
u n t i l  Lktobar when t h z  A m y  to3k o v c r  o p e r . l t i o n ,  expans ion  2nd 
7-3intcn:lnca. 

I b t  111 l i f e  z c  tha field canp Was i l l n e s s  and  ~ n t i c i p , ~ t i o n  of 
~ t t z c l t .  llust of t h a  ncn l o ~ k  bz~clc a c  t h c  o ld  ~ i r p o r L  days 2s t h e  
m s t  p l ~ r l s l n t  nn Zf:.~t.:. Thzn C r i c n d l i n z s s  ,rind c s p r i t  D.: c o r p s  of t h e  
I.hrin2 V.i:.F. 21% w:.s infzctious. C l o t h e s  vzrc traded bch.rccn 
I-!-.rinks and smhzzs, food w-.s shcred  ~ n d  tllc s h o r t  ;I.-. c l l o t c d  f o r  
nnus-.cilznt wcrr.! t l ~ o r o u g h l y  cnjoycd by .?.la. Ev .ryi)ody f z l t  :I Gznsc of 
. ccc~mpl ishmcnt  :).nd purpose tht szdly enough h?-s n m  b x n  n c l r l y  I c ~ s t .  

12t t h i s  C i r c  thi: co r31  s t r i p  w-.s GOO0 f c u t  long r.:itll ?.n aver-gc 
vicith ~f 350 f c 2 t .  Therz were a l s o  30 d i s p c r s ~ d  f i ~ h t c r  hicks,  20 
bunb;!r ruv;2tncnts, 2nd u n l o z d i n g  apron.  A t.xxir,lsy for 200 fightcrs on 
th;: vz;t sirl of the E i c l d ,  w a s  rld<l(:d by t l i ~  Amy c n ~ i n c c r s .  :!tth th.,! 
exczption of t h s  clczr.:d npprozch  zonc . ~ t  zoch end of thz . s t r i p  v ~ l l i c h  
irerrz zddcd ~ L I ~ s  yczr by t l ~ c  ~.!cvy,  znd t!12 taxiway, thz E i c l d  is 
-.pl>roxii.i.~t:: ly tl'r..: z . 2 1 ~ :  as when tlia Plzvy ~ ~ r i : ; l n ? l l y  Lilf t i t .  

T h i  p l r t  t h i s  f i ~ t d  p l 2 y ~ d  i n  tzking 2nd ho ld ing  Guad31 csnd c a n  
only h: jucl:.?d i n  t:ic ' lu turc  i n  t h ~  ~ 3 1 : ~  ~ C t c r  t h c  nnr. Thi: s p i r i t  
of the ncp whn war? connected w i t h  its i n i t l q . 1  o p ? r z t i p n s  w.~s cxcnpli- 
f i i~c !  i n  Lt .  Cul. I lzrold 92ucr  ::has2 Lifa ~ l s  l o s t  ct T u l n p i ,  and ~ ? h o s ~  
n lmr :  th.2 Ei i : l c l  now bea r s .  

C o n s i c l c r ~ b l s  n u n b ~ r s  of nztivcs wcrc used in  c o n s t r u c t i n g  thc 
? i r E i c L d ,  ~ n d  on 311  ~t11;:r projcctl-; ; ~ h c r ~  uns!:illcd L.:bor coulcl bs 
used. Thz n-tivzs on thi? Ncrr Hobrid.c?s nr.? E : I , ~ n c s i ~ n s  which i s  t o  sap 
th-lt t h k i r  colcr r ins  is siail:r t o  our n c g r a c s ,  although t l ~ r y  tznd t o  
bz r-itlizr smnl l  i n  s t a tu r r :  , and l u v c  n3rd q u i l i n c  fi?aturL!s thzn l o s t  
n2gracs.  There ?re on ly  ,I f ew  natives on ZE- - t c  I s land  who would m r k ,  
~3 I gri',>t dell of t h z n  h3d to bc r e c r u i t e d  Eron 3thzr  i s l a n d s  i n  the 
r,toup, 9ostly Erorn Tnnnz, E p i ,  or Xvbryn, rS l a b o r  pool was mlilc: by 
thr: iimy and tb;. irl.?.vy drew n z t i v c s  fro3 thc 9071 .IS nccdcd. A n z t i v c  
cor~pound w:s a s t r l b l i s l ~ ~ d  i n  tl12 V i l r l  Ar;-;l 2nd I z t c r  i n  Savannah vhore 
thc nit ive: ;  w ~ r 2  liousccl; food 1.71s .? p a r t  oC t h o i r  p.?.y :rhich cnountzd t o  
sbout t h i r t y  c c n t s  s day.  

Thn n l t i v c s  lire - very primitive pcoplc ;  Lndecd on M?lakul.? I s l a n d  
t h ?  nat ivizs ?,re t h ~  i n f e r i o r  2nd n r c  q u i t o  snvqe ,  znd r c l p u t c d l y  arc 
s t i l l  haad-hunters .  They k ~ v c  p r z c t i c z l l y  no s k i l l  ~t c r c f t s ,  bur arc 
r::~r.c~n-iSly goad lr lhorzrs .  z', b i g  p r o b l ~ a  wit11 n.:tivc 1.cbnr vrzs 11c~r~ to  
ltaap t h z r  2lj.vn. For  -1irl:iIc thcy d i d  l i k c  f l i c n .  I n  t h -  f i r s t  y c n r  
e ight  n.-.tiv-s died, ~ostly f r a i l  pncunanio. Finzl 'by 2 Ss<c~Lcc w e n t  to 
livc ~t n n i t i v c  cnnp, qnd I n  , zdd i t ion  to a c t i n g  16 nverscer he b c ~ m  
n d o c t o r  of p-1rt.5 and wqs norc r,ucccr.<ful in t rn tn t ing  t h c  n n t i v c s  tlizn 



the  r a g u l 2 r  d o c t o r s  had bcen, which no  doubt  w ~ s  thi: r e s u l t  of t h e i r  
;C c o n s i d u r i n g  t h a t  t h c  n c t i v c s  nccdcd 2 v c t i n a r i o n  i n s t a d  9 E  3 doctor. 

A t  the tir.c the  airfield was s t l r t c d ,  ground was broken f o r  z 
i h v y  I ~ o s p i t n l .  P l ~ n s  hzd boon Eamcd i n  3 i s h i n s t o n  gs s u g g z s t i o n s  
f o r  a l a y o u t ,  and on bo-rd s h i p ,  c o n s i d z r a t i 3 n  hsd been g i v t n  to the 
r c q u i r s c 2 n t s ,  b u t  tha rcel p lznn ing  2nd dcvclopocnt  waru 'donc  i n  t h e  
d rx f t iny ,  rnorn zt EEntc 2nd In  t h e  f i e l d  ' ~ f t i r r  r;lconnaisoncs. On t h c  
f i r s t  wczk ? £ t a r  .:rriv31 3 s i z h t  w-ts  c h o s ~ n  a t  P c l l v u c ,  ?. p l a n t a t i o n  
on t h a  Eguffn Rozd, zpprox in7 tc ly  threz milas i n l c n d  fro3 'Jilc. 
9eczus.: oC ;xp;cting bombings i t  v a s  d.issircablc t n  g c t  C G I , ? ~  from thi! 
1v.rhor znd i t s  c o n c c n t r ~ t i o n  3f shipping.  

Thi r ty - scvsn  ~ f f  Lccrs 3f tha f + d i c . ~ l  Corp and 316 Cnrpsmcl~  
h:ld cg.rr,i t o  .ZE?ts i n  thc s6.rnc convoy 7s  t h c  Se.ib:c~. On . r t r r i v ~ l  thcy 
i z ~ e d i 3 t - l y  toalc 3 v z r  t h c  French tlospit?.l i n  V i l n  ~ n d  s w a r - l  o t h e r  
buildin[::; i n  town Eor t h s i r  f ac i l i t i c i a  2nd hnsp i t ? l i z? t i c tn  WG 

nv=i lz'ol: frnrn t h z  start. 

h c  hudrccl e i g h t y - s i x  quonsot  Huts rrcr2 a u t h o r i z n d  for d i v i s i o n  
v-non,n, br l r r~cl t r ; ,  g? , l lcy ,  ~ . c s s h 3 1 1 ,  storlfie, m i n t c n i n c c  n d  wards, 
a n d  medical  o p c m t i o n .  The s i t a  was c n t i r a l y  c cocmnut grwc w i t h  
d:ostl rlrcimx- 2nd clu i tc  z n  c l e v a t l o n  m ~ k i n g  it frcc from mllri?. 
A t?np?r:ry Cent cnr.lo rl?s s ~ t  up for c ~ n s t r o c t i o n  p r s o n n c l  w i t h  onc 
of f i c z r ,  3 d~ctor, 2nd eventually f o r t y - s e v c n  men; v h ~ n  - fin11 p1.m 
had been m d o  c E t c r  r any  n c d i c ~ l  s u g g c s t i o ~ c n d  ch2ng-.s, surv-ying 

i p 2 r t y  l a i d  n u t  thc b u i l d i n ~ s .  

h b o u t  four days  2Etar t h e  c m v o y  c r r i v ~ d ,  12 nsn  had gone out t o  
i3ougg: t7 c s t n b l i s h  3. c=np  Eor thr: crm t h ~ t  r~ .?s  to b u i l d  chi: 
hasplt?l .  They wdnt a u t  i n  n halE-trzck t r u c k  i n  ordzr t o  g e t  
c h r u u ~ h  t h e  mud whit:\ t h o  c o n s t ~ n t  r a i n s  h ~ d  l o f t  I,>r r o t d s .  On 
u n l o l ? i n c  t h z  h ~ l f  gmvLs, halE n bushc l  oE Eruit h d  bccn knockcd 
off th- trces 2nd s t z y e d  i n  t h c  h2 l f - t r zck .  

A c>-.np vns  b u i l t ,  end l a t ~ r  ~nl,: .rgdd t o  housc t h c  corpsmen who 
wcrc zb12 t o  l e ~ v c  t h e  hospitcl  in Vil-=, .?nd work on t h c  h o s p i t ~ l .  
Fo r  c wltcr s u p p l y  ,I r0ug11 WCJQC! f lunz IJ:S run n thousand Ecct  up t o  
t h c  BuEfa P-ivur wh-r; r: sn311 d.nnn w l s  b u i l t  t'3 giv: hc.qd Eor the 
£ 1 ~ ~ 2 .  E v c n t u e l l y  t h a  czmp becam qui t :  c o n f o r t c b l c  2nd runn ing  
w:rt.:r +raS q u i k  ,: convcnicncc.  

Zn 1;uilding t h e  h o s p i t a l  concretr-  picrs c r c r  uscd for t h a  h u t  
Eountl :tLms .:rhich !r2s a n  .r.dvantng,: o v e r  woad posts i n  dmp t r o p i c a l  
s o i l .  E.:rly in S c ~ t c r n b c r  t h c  f i r s t  p 3 t i c n t s  wurr: r.!cc?ivcd, ~ n d  t h 2  
hospi t r r l  :J.S f o r t i . ~ l l y  c ~ m r ; ~ i s s i > n z d  on S e p t a x k a r  15th.  

>l.>ny ch?n~:>s  xnd imprmrzrcnts  h u l  bci-:n ~ ~ t l e  on t h z  q r i 2 i n r . l  - 
pl.cns. r h c  g 3 l l a y ,  prap3r.-.tion s p ~ c z ,  scu  l l c r y ,  and c n l i s t c d  m n ' s  
~ C S S  h ~ l l  liari k e n  conp lc  tk  l y  re5rr:lngc-d f gr b u t t e r  c i r c u l a t i o n .  The 
sury.i.c,x.l rclmn.7 h.yl bccn built i n  I n  I sli2ps c3mbininf: then !:Lt?i thc 
stcr i i izar  .=nd c r z l t i n z  2 ~ 3 r k - - b l i !  pl?n t h ~ t  h'1s s i n c i  bccn ?.dogtad 

b hy sc.v:r,:.l u t h c r  hr:tspit?lr; i n  the Sout!~ P2cific r ? r ~ ~ .  l r r  s p i t i ?  of 
thi. i n s u l . ~ t i ? n  i n  t h r  ! iuts  n ~ s t  of thcn wcrc: t o 7  h r ~ t  far  comEart. 
.-. syst2m -if r 2 i s i n z  the  h u t  w.:lls n 2 s  dcviscsc! £or v c n t i l 2 t i o n .  R 
c l d a r - s t o r y  was ctrdct.-d o n b u i 1 d i . n ~ ~  l i k s  17.-borcrtorics end surgcrics 
th1.t cou Id n-rt  h l v e  opcn a i d c s .  ?.l.~ny b u i l d i n g s  rcquirccl c o n c r c t a  
dccks  f o r  h e ~ v y  cquipnent or for sc rubb ing  .=nd t h e  wholc compound 



wzs connected by a s c r i e s  of wc.lks~7ays. Besides  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of 
t he  h u t s ,  t h e r c  was a n  e l a b o r a t e  d rc inage  sys t en ,  chemical t o i l e t s  

- i n  nos t  of t he  bu i ld ings ,  a complete loop of watcr l i n e s ,  and t h e  
i n s t c . l l a t i on  of a power system. 

The hospit3.1 was no t  considercd a p r i o r i t y  job, 2nd could have 
been f i n i s h e d  nuch sooncr  i f  matcrial 2nd men had been a l l o t e d  more 
r ead i ly .  Its i n i t i a l  ope ra t i on  neve r the l e s s  coincided w i t h  t h z  
es tab l i shment  of baach heads on Guadal cana l .  S ince  it was opened, 
it has had a c a p a c i t y  number of p a t i e n t s  and holds  a vcry low 
m o r t a l i t y  rate. The systcm of t r a n s p o r t i n g  t he  wounded by a i r  frgm 
b a t t l e  zones has  g iven  t h e  average f i g h t i n g  man quick  hosp i t . a l i z3 t ion  
and s u r g i c a l  a t t e n t i o n  t h z t  w a s  no t  pos s ib l e  i n  o t h c r  wars. 

A f i n e  s p i r i t  of coopera t ion  has  e x i s t e d  among t h c  s t a f f .  Much 
can be m i d  f o r  t h s  ungrudging a i d  g iven  by t h e  corpsmen i n  he lp ing  
wi th  t he  cons t ruc t ion  of t h e  hospi t : l l .  Likc Bauer F i c ld  t h e  BIISC 
H o s p i t ~ l  Number 2 has  been 3 job w e l l  done t h a t  playcd i t s  p a r t  
behind t h e  d r i v e  northward. 

Nhile  t hc se  two major p r o j e c t s ,  Baucr F i e l d  and t h z  Navy 3 o s p i t a 1 ,  
w e r e  underway many sma l l z r  jobs werc s t a r t e d  t o  make t h e  a r en  b e t t e r  
f o r  both ope ra t i ons  and l i v i n g .  A wate r  po in t  w s s  e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  t h e  
Bouffa River  w i t h  an  auxiliary l i n e  from tha  Taouma River .  P i p e l i n e s  
werz run t o  t2nk s to rage  a t  t h e  Hosp i t a l  and down t o  V i l a  and t h e  
i n t e rven ing  a rny  camps. A similar system w a s  s e t  up f  r on  t h e  h c o l l e  
Xiver t3  thz  a i r p o r t  f o r  camp and water ing  t h s  f i e l d .  Improvements 
were made st Csmp I r i r i k i  w i t h  wooden decks f o r  t h e  t e n t s  and a water  
supply. ?o r  a s h o r t  whi le  s t i l ls  werc used t o  supply d r i n k i n g ,  bu t  
l n t z r  wa te r  w a s  brgught t o  tha  i s l a n d  by t ank  bargss .  Huts ware put  
up f o r  t h e  g c l l e y ,  mess h a l l  and boa t  r z p a i r .  

I n  t he se  days a l a r g e  p a r t  of t h e  Seabees werc kept  unloading 
s h i p s  i n  o rde r  t o  g e t  t h e  s h i p s  empty 2nd a t  s ea  aga in  as qu ick ly  as 
poss ib le .  A s  l a t c  as September 103 mcn were s t i l l  working i n  t h r e e  
s h i f t s  on a twenty-four hour bas i s .  A l l  equipment was broueht  ashore  
by barga,  and only one dock was l a r g e  enough t o  hold 3 t ~ n  t o n  crane.  

;!bile t h c  dock was cn la rged  a t  V i l a  some of t h ~  bottqm w a s  
dredged t o  g ive  deeper  water f o r  t h e  barges. I n  t h e  process  of 
dredging 2 Lorain c lamshel l  on t h e  dock which w 2 s  doing t h c  dredging  
t ipped  over ,  c o s t i n g  t h e  l i f e  of one nan and a l s o  narrowly n i s s i n g  
k i l l i n g  another .  Trouble tns had i n  g e t t i n g  t h e  Lorain o u t  of t h e  
water .  

Because E f a t e  was a malarial i s l n n d  cons ide rab l e  work w a s  done 
t o  e l imina t z  t h e  nosqui tocs  a t  least n e a r  camp a r e a s .  T h i s  work w a s  
a t  f i r s t  done by Seabees w i t h  n a t i v e  l a b o r  and under Arny doc tors .  
Pliles of s t reams w e r e  c l e a r e d  of b rush ,  t h r c c  dons w e r e  i n s t a l l e d  t o  
f l u s h  r i v e r s  of which one w l s  n syphon bay and swamps were d i t c h e d  
and sprayed wi th  o i l .  L-,ter t h e  finlarial c o n t r o l  was turned ovc r  t o  
n s p e c i a l  p ~ r t y  of Army doc to r s  and men who s p e c i a l i z e  i n  t h e  work, 
bu t  t h c  pioneer  work of g r e a t  importance w c s  done by t h e  Seabees.  

ilore n a t i v e  l abo r  w a s  secured ,  and t h e  s to rage  are.3 w a s  
improved t o  hold m o r n  g m r ,  and the  roads sur faced  t o  keep t h e  t r u c k s  



frsm hoggin3  d;wn. 2uonset huts werc put i n  thz store3r l r cz  for 
P dlr;pi:r:;ing -.nd st3rinz dry-stores. i t  ::ls sdt up in 

l r c ~ ~ l l y  ownzd b u i l d i n g s  for c ~ l d  st ;r?zz Eosds brouaht i n  by supply 
s h i p s .  

A p r i ~ r i t y  p r g j c c t  up2n f i r s t  lrtndinz 7rl.s thc c o n r ; t r u c t i * ~ n  gf 
-. se?pl~nc 3 5 2 .  L i t t l e  i n f ~ m t i o n  IJXS z ivcn the 3uYL) hllns fclr ihz  
ir;l?ntl c : )nc~rning :.. s z z p l ? n c  b2s-. Although L h c  l?.youL ?.nd solcc t ian  
~f tl'll: sit#_ war. l i f t  to r:;cqnri~i ssancc , thc r ~ n ?  t r t ~  t z n t a t i v c l y  spottcC1 
on thc n1p i n  .?. p a s i t i o a  f ~ u n d  to bs a l r c z d y  occupied by ? h o t ~ l  , ~ n d  
o t h c r  bui ld ings  i ~ i  V i  1.:. It v3.s i r r ~ e G i n t c l y  sccn t h c ~  nl:ithcr thn s p o t  
i n d i c z t c d  n-)T :n>; o t h a r  l a c ~ t i c l n  i n  V i l n  C3rbor ;rzxld tl-I fgr : szapl-.nc 
b.5-, 

A s m 1 1  s-2plinc b,-.sr? h,:l bciln b u i l t  by the  PI~ynl  " i u s t n l i ~ n  
Air Forcz on thc south end af Vil: 111rb~r and wzs used s f t c r  ti12 caxiv3y 
?rrlvc.d by V S  s c l u ~ d r x t .  F7ur pl.>ni! buoys nnC! 2 SI-211 curzl rilrnp 
w i r h  71-.n;: hid25 rur,: ~ d d c r l  tq t h c  2;:istin;; b:sc ,  'JuL t h i s  ;-12s .T 
teopor,>ry aiZ:ir o n l y  r?nd w.=s 1.1tzr turned ovar t;. rh  krrly £or 2 
l ~ ~ - ) s p l c ~ l  ?.r: :. 

A r~connniss.:ncc p2rty sxplorcc! t h z  s h ~ r c s  nf th2 i s l ~ n d  fqr 2 
likely sit.:  for  :: sznpl-:ne b~s:.. IC v:s q u i ~ i  In ir:cpdi'i lnn L?i;tins 
Eor r;r:vcrnl rl.:yr;. i lh i  lc i n  thc  n7rnj.r.g thc:y r.:i;l~t bi: inv.!s t i.;:.-.t i . n ~  .: 
w i l c !  b.z?,ch w11c.r~ n >  c.?n !.xd cvcr bcsn hefor=:, thsy iili$it i n  th? 
,:Itcrn9:1n 1 : ~  :~s!c~tl by ~7.n i s ,>I -~ tcd  plsntcr t o  :vz tzs w i t h  him -.t his 

0 
€:I i r l y  c i v i  1 izzcl hornz. Thz party cI~rls:. !,Jhitz Sznris k - c l ~  2 t ;:'v.-.nn.qh 
..krbor .=s st l i l e l y  s p o ~  Eor 2 sazplznc 5.%sc. Iilv.lnn1.h Hart?r later 
,:ISTI pr :,vccl t o  b.: ons oE th2 b ~ s t  of daop w a t e r  h-rbors for tlil- f l c c ~  
i n  thy yrc::.., n h.-,rhor r ~ s i l y  dc fcndcd  ::nd shzltcrcd i n  311 stor~ns. 

. 'rnoth~r  r ~ c a n n a i s o - n c c  party w-,s one !$hic!l ~ 1 s  6r:~ppcd ;>fc s: 
Soul:[l 3::y wit11 -1 c3uplc of chcc:sc s:ndh*ichcs 2nd t ~ l d  tn 2 lnd :: pl-kc,: 

-1 
£ 3  . i f .  :ilc p ~ r t y  hacked i t s  way t i r p u ~ h  th; bush for dzys, 
zt:. the s ~ n d w i c l \ c s ,  :nd bc-:ns, and 1t-d dyscntcr;, s l e p t  i n  th;; r ~ i n  
with-jut s ' i u l t c r ,  -.nd k i d  nut twr, rccnnn:iissclnct: b- :~c  l in -2s  6000 
Ecdt ccch. T11zy Trsrc conpldtcly disgustad whzn 211 t h s i r  !mrk ~ n d  
tro.~l~lcu wrt:  i211 .arcd 2nd n> l i r p o r t  r c s  builc. 

TIE sozpL?x2 bzsz :t H?v.?nnzh s lmr ly  3% undcnmy gn Junc 5th 
:rllin ::n n : . f  Eiccr $:it11 24 2cl:;c~s l c f t  V i l n  !nd !.lint ar ,~und  by b.-.rgi: 
t i \  rci-tv-.nn-.h ;i?rhrrr. C m . 3 ~  r:cluipr:cnt ?nd st:-~c zil?r ~r.7:; kt!c;?n or: tk: 
birgc, but k > ~ v y  i=cui?nent i ~ c l s  c-.xrisd 9v2r t 7 S?v.?nnd~ by rh:: I - IU~CJY 

il:~rs:-.l~:c!c r37d which  !#.is h ~ r d l y  zf>r: t!i:n 2 rr5Fl :round thz  icl-nd by 
v::y nf Davi . l l s  ?r>int. 9i1 th:: initi .7.1 t r i p  .q h . ?Lf - t r . 3~ ;~  rms boc~cr! c I : ~ ~  
Lzysnd r--pair. Tn ~3 by Crvil's ?oint tguk thrcz d2ys of h;-.r6 zoin;  
Cnl- :I ~ i i l I c l : ~ z ~ r ,  .:nd tl:; rond w:;s n ~ : l r l y  irnp:ss-.bl-. for .? j x p .  h t i r  
-.il;.?n th:  nrtrthw=.st 1.5 tnn c?p.:city t.!i:)v.:ls :.rriu:>d, .I s l~- .>vcl  r.l... r; 

I z b r ~ r  iacrsly inch,-!< w a r  to H.:vznnrlh s p  th-, m . x n t ~ i n .  This w-is .atec_.mpted 
?-t 1 t im 'J-for> any r o ~ d  except the n--tiv-  tr.7-11 'wcnt bver t h ~  pe:sc, 
?nri I t  took ninz d-.ys tr, f:n tilt-: 13 trdlcs 7 C  th,: t r i p ,  c lur ins  which 
'crridfy h.-.i\ t.3 Ir:. b u i l t ,  -:nd 3 zrr?~t  de.zl 9 E  cuttin;: r'.onr. to m k c  

3 plss?ge E.>r the I ~ i g  3ru1 .>f tk.; sh3v~I. A t  times it  almost sccncd t11.t 
thl: r;hf~vi: 1 w.111 lcl h ..v; t -7 I,,: .?.b?_ndnn.-cl rln t!lc rnnunt-tin. 

3 ~ 1 1  to ti\; a c t i v i t y  : ~ t  Bnucr F i l l (  l i t t l ~  ~ q u i p r a - ~ n t  c o u l d  52 
r,p.:r::c' E-)r CL.IIE.-. t i n l r *  Fl,r t l t - a  s:,~lpl.ntv~ l>*.~i - .  nt  I.lnv.~nrmh .TS mucl~ j u n s l ~ :  



hcd t o  be c l ea red  and a l o t  of gr:rcling was necessary.  Work on t h e  
ramp and parking spaces  was very slo~al. The craw set ou t  sever21  
buoys f o r  t h e  planes and b u i l t  a temporary ramp. Once they  
a s s i s t e d  i n  p u l l i n g  a  PBY out  of wa te r  and helped repair it. Sea- 
bees a t  f i r s t  took c a r e  of r z f u e l i n g  t h e  b i g  secp lanes  2nd a c t e d  
a s  ground crews. 

Although Havannah Harbor was a t  f i r s t  considered only as c 
seaplane  base,  i t  g radua l ly  was g iven  more and more importmce.  In  
t h e  end t h e  seaplane b2se w a s  f i n i s h e d  w i t h  t h e  h e l p  of equipment 
t h a t  was brought t h e r e  f o r  t h e  a i r s t r i p  which m.s g iven  mora 
a t t e n t i o n  than  t h e  seap lsne  base. Saaplanes  came i n  t o  Havannah 
i n  October, but  it was no t  u n t i l  t h e  f i r s t  of 1943 t h a t  t h e  basr  
w a s  f i n i s h e d  wi th  i t s  two ramps, t h r e e  taxi-ways, and twelvz 
d i s p e r s a l  s r e z s .  Although i t  has  no t  been used much s i n c e  i t  w a s  
f i n i s h s d ,  i t  was a t  one t i m c  zn i m p o r t m t  base f o r  szap lanes  on 
pa t ro l .  

k t  V i l a  a f t e r  t h s  n a j o r  p r o j e c t s  were underway and t h e  
unloading of s h i p s  workin2 smoothly, t h e r e  w a s  t i m e  t o  p lan  and 
choosc 3 s i t2  f o r  a  parnanent f!avy canp. Doclcing f a c i l i t i e s  were 
needed a s  we l l  as room f o r  ope ra t i ons  o f f i c e s ,  s t o r age  b u i l d i n s s ,  
q u c r t e r s ,  and z t ank  farm. 

Ths ctrclp on I r i r i k i  I s land  had naver  been s a t i s f c c t o r y .  A l l  
Se:lbec p r ~ j e c t s  werc on th2 mcinland and t h s  f e r r y  s c r v i c e  w=rs 
.rrbomin.?ble, which he ld  up t h c  r,~orlc .and inade meal tim: cl problcn. 
The na tur .> l  advantage of t h e  I s l m d  i n  bein2 f r s s  from ~ ~ l a r i ; ? ,  w a s  
o f f  set by problems i n  s a n i t a t i o n  f o r  a l a r g e  group of me i i  \?here 
t h c r c  was not  an adequatz watcr  supply. Tbcre were a l s o  p r o b l e m  
i n  personnel where Seabees and base nen wsrc crowded t o g e t h e r ,  
mutually r c f u s i ~ g  t o  g e t  along. 

On iYalapo.? Poin t  t h e r e  w a s  ,> c x o a n u t  p l z n t a t i o n  on l e v e l  
zround w i t h  an e l e v a t i o n  of 303 f e e t  zbovc s s n  l e v e l  which g m e  f r e e -  
don f r o n  malar ia .  Thc i -h r incs  hnd occupied t h c  t i p  of I"I.zlapon Poin t  
s o  n si tc  of 1500 f e c t  back from t h z i r  zun p o s i t i o n s  was s z l e c t s d  f o r  
n czmp. A wsll-wooded l o c a t i o n  t o  ti12 w e s t  w a s  i d z a l  f o r  t h e  t ank  
f o r n ,  and or! t h e  beach below shelved i n t o  ~73tsr deep  enough f o r  a 
dock. 

Crews s t a r t e d  e r e c t i n g  h u t s  on t h e  f i r s t  of J u l y ,  concen t r a t i ng  
f i r s t  on g e t t i n g  th?  z a l l e y  and mess h a l l  i n  shape. A water po in t  
was chosen on t h e  Tazabo River  and pum;?s and p u r i f i e r s  set up. The 
water  was pumped througl- 2 f  our-inch p i p e l i n e  t o  tanks  a t  t h e  c.anp. 
A road w ~ s  c u t  t o  t h e  t o p  of t h c  h i l l  f r g a  t h e  V i l 3 . - I 4 e l e  Road. In  
t he  l a t e r  p z r t  of July t h e  f i r s t  men moved i n t o  Canp Malapoa f  ron  
both cons t ruc t ion  2nd b.isc?. fo rces .  Arny type l c t r i n e s  and a shower 
house were used f o r  s a n i t a t i o n .  S to rage  h u t s ,  I varehouse,  r e f r i g e r -  
a t o r s ,  d i s p e r s i n g  of f  ices and an  armory .;rere ~ l s o  p a r t  of t h c  cLunp. 
The czmp has been added t o  s s  housing needs i nc reased ,  p a r t l y  w i t h  
t e n t s ,  p a r t l y  w i th  h u t s ,  2nd Nzlapo,z h2s becone t h e  c c n t r a l  camp f o r  
t h c  V i l a  arcs. However, some of t h e  bose f o r c e  s tayed  on I r i r i k i  t o  
maintain t h c  p i cke t  boa ts  and yard c r a f t  2nd hsvs turned I r i r i k i  i n t o  
a  f  i n c  canp which has  no tab ly  bccn f  rec from malnricl".. 



Thc shorz bclm Phlapoa r ~ ~ s  one of the 3cs t  p l a c z s  i n  thc 
Hcrbor Lor : dxk. ALthou~h rachzr  ex?osc!d ro 1 s o u t h t r l y  storm 
t h i s  ?zrt riP th;: !I-,rbor is  Ewe f rnn  c x t c n s i v c  c u r l 1  r r 2 ~ f ~ ,  306 

thz  Oottcm droppcc! suddsnly  f r m  t h a  n ~ r r m  rcsf t 3  go6d d c p t h  
of water not h r  from shorz. A corzl c x ~ s e w > y  2bout t h r a a  hundred 
Ecct Lon,; wq.s nncI<. A t  t l ~ c  end 31: thc: cor.71 2 c o n c r s t c  bulkhcad 
w2s pourzd,  3nd f r a n  t h i s  pontoons ucr2 ztnchored c x t c n d i n z  t t o  docp 
wat~r. P i w l i n e s  f r o 3  thc t a n k  fam. wcrc l a t a r  lziG on t h e  dock. 

Thz tnnl: E r ? n  v13o c ~ n s t r u c t c d  , ~ t  3 p p r m i n 3 t c l y  th* STW t imc 
3s C'IL L3ck and  thc a ~ p .  S i t c s  wcre chosen f o r  7-1000 bbl .  
g . ~ s c ~ I i r ~ e  t,-.nk:;, .:nd two 10,000 b ~ r r c l  t~n!cs  f o r  riics,.l o i l .  C n r ~  
151s ,given t r ?  l o c l t i n ;  thd  t a n k s  so  th:t t h e y  wcrc ~ ~ ! ~ l I - d i s p ~ r s ~ c l ,  
1n1 c o n c ~ l l a d  frar tka ?ir  by n ~ t u r - 1  cover.  Thc tznks wcr; 
f in i shur l ,  :ncl put t n  use  i n  Scpt , :nlxr;  c - t r t h  Scms ~nclostxl t h c - ~  
nnd t h c y  wcrn p i k x d  t~ thc doc!<. 

I n  th,.: f ir:;t p?rl: oE July whim Dmar r'i;ld *:J:::: n z a r l y  rcndy t o  
S\j p u t  tc~ u s 3 ,  a n  3 r 5 ~ r  w.?s r s c e i v c 2  t o  c m s t r u c t  i l-!nrlin~ ficlc! 
st  E s p i r i t u  S2n tgs .  T h i s  is tic: l~rzesC, .znS ngst n w c k c r l y  i s l a n d  
ol: L l i :  i'!~rrr i-;cl>ridr-: Group. .".t t h . ~ t  clat,: it v!-.s i l ~ f i n i t c l , '  -1 pzr t  
of ;11; frmt 1inc.t 2nd suhjcct t c l  cncw; pc~undin;. After .'.my 2nd 
ilavy r2cunn2iss:ncc 2 s i t e  wzs c'nosxi 3n th,: southwust  shc,rz of 
i : u 1  3 .  c i  crcrr of t h i r t y - c i g l r t  ccn  rms chosen Eron thi. ccn  
rmrkiny: on B7ur:r 7 i ~ l d .  3:fore mlcin;.. n d e c i n i n n  on m n  to hc s c n t  
t11;:y r rz  r: g i v c n  a c l ~ z n c c  t o  v3lunrccr on che t z s k  1-~hic'n, i t  v~ns 
2jrpL:~in::d t , ~  th:?n, ~ n i ~ l i t  I;c ~ x t r . : n ~ l y  I I ~ Z ? ~ J ~ U S .  O n l y  rtn5 m n  
-.lthdrezi.l; hc  w.1.s then on t h 2  s i c k  l ist .  

A t  Vile- a l l  h 2 - v ~  zquiprndnt an? o t h z r  S a r  tht r a u l d  kc 
sp:r:c; Eroq1 R.q.usr P i c l d  w::s Lr~lctcd ::n chi: Paul Jnncs. Lunbt-r f o r  
t e n t  d.zck:; ,  2nd r-:tian oE 30 dzys wznt an :I tun* 53.7.t. Thc Cun.3 
b 3 . 2 ~ ~  z l s o  tqws .1  : fifty-ton p2ntoctn bzrsc equipped ~ i t h  2 propul- 
siqn u n i t .  Tit-rc ens l i t t l ~  s l c c p  -.t :my  t l r i ~  d u r i n g  el12 c:;p[~r!itian 
. l n C  nqnc --t 111  .?t first. Thd twclvz xn ~ ~ h c j  v z n t  o n  t112 tuna Lcr.:t 
-1cr- kzpt Lusy d . 2 ~  .=nd ni3ht sccurinz thc barge  vhich bro!cc its tsw 
r . :  t i .  Ths r ~ t  of t lw  ::xn vent on t h ~  Pzul Jon-s ::d 
r;l:chcr E s p i r i t u  S z n t 3 ~ ;  first, n q k i n ~  ? 1.1,nbin;: .lt ;dzund Chnnnct rln 
J U ~ Y  atl!. 

Crcnt  difficulty was c n c o u n t ~ r c d  g e t t i n ? ,  .=quiprxnt a s h o r e  a t  
S z n t o s ,  L u t  :mrk hagan on thc f i e l d  i m . a d i ? t ? l y ,  ond s c t t i n z  up camp 
,..I . - .- I t  n i l  a t .  Thk Eirst: 7 d ~ y s  c,.,P 1&or wns E r u l t l c s s  

bac~uss  t h o  Xrny kcp t  ch.?ny,in~ i t s  mind : : b ~ u t  ti12 1 7 c e t i n n  nE t h c  
f i ~ L d ;  on2 st.art of 1000 f a a t  v..-s a h n z o n c d  f o r  3 53cand stclrr nf 
2000 E22t of runw.zy. I'll,: t h i r d  2nd E i n l l  l o c ? t i a n  vc-s by t h i s  t i m c :  
a n t i r e l y  cloz,..?d up  ? ~ i t h  rlcbrirr frx: eh,: f irs t  tr.m .-ttecnpt!;. 

T;IC ~ ' l . l * ~ c :  I . ~ E  th:; Am,y znr: n=tivdr, in h u i l d i n ~  thc P i z l d  VILS 

sorr;-.ti;:r.s d c t r i n c n t a l ,  for whcn trccs :.lcrc f c l l c r l  by a x ~ s ,  r c ~ t  
a£ t r x s  r z s e m b l i n ~  2 jcck-strzv~ p u z z l ~  c c t u 2 l l y  hnndicnppcd th: 
S u l  lrloz::r o ~ i ; r r l t r > r ~ ,  

'I:relvc dnys ~f tkr s t a r t i n 3  t h c  f i n 2 1  l o c s t i o n ,  hmrevnr, .-. 
Crurs.n E l ~ h t c r  l~nilcr!  :>n tll- mra t b?n  3000 I ~ d t  of runtlry, .?nd 
t h  n ~ x t  rlyy, July 2ftti1, -. B-17 l?nrIcd. The a-17 r.:Euzlcd .-.nil took 
3f f Zar ; r ecunna i s sancc  f l i g h t  -wcr G u x l ~ l  c m a l  vhcrz t h e  J2ps warc 



Sui ld ing  an ~ i r E i c L d  (1-.tzr 3cnd3rsm l i e l d ) .  As : rzsu!t 3E t h i s  
roconn.isn.zncc mad2 possible: by t i 1 2  spozc! w i th  :rhich t h k  Eiald k i d  
hn?n b u i l t ,  honbcro CLI::~ t ?  th:-: ffclltl or. its  L4t;1 rfny s ) E  c ons truc t ion ,  
r;;fuel..d, j.nd :.~znt tg b,mb t h t  Sclcrnons a s  t h  f irst  :'treric=a %vc 
(1.1 th.; c.?an:ign Ior Su2:lll c3n3 1. 

,:hen f i n i s k c d ,  thc  f i a l d  z t  S z ~ n t o s  was 6000 foot lo32 ky 250 fe.-it. 
TIIL! soil ?,r inn E i n y r  c o r a l  ond  sznd mdc .z f lir s u r f s c c  wixn k e p t  
m n i s t  Ijy nprin;: l iny fr>rr; vzkcr trucks .  7'hz l-ifit pcrt uf t h - i r  s t z y  
yn S.-.,tos t ! ~ r  crew b u i l t  60 rzvctmcnB for bmbcrs .-.nd instnllec'.  ?n 
*.rnrl.~~;;r:~und :?s:,Linc stnrcz;: s y s t c n .  

2.5 only th: rquipccnt  thy: c w l d  ha spnrcd frm ::-7u~'r F i e l d  "11s 
tp> lw 1t.ic1 :~r; S z n t c s .  Thc r m z r k z b l y  short ti= 32 c o r p l z t i a n  was 
clur: solely t q  t:i8-, push -.nd str.minl of t h e  ncn rind ~ f I i c c r r ; .  EquI.pr.cncl 
-.:zs i.n o~crr- t icn 24 hours :: d2y; I-~IC! in sp i t .=  of thc p o s i t i n n  b?in;: 
.:xpos~rl :? t!~:: t~nerny, I > l . ~ c l c ~ u t s  yrzrz ignorcc! 3rd f icld f l ~ o c ! - l i ~ h t c d  
-:t ni.:ht s? th-.t tkz ~ ~ o r k  coul~ l  c < ) n t i n u c .  A J.np :;ni.iEcr c!uop~d 3 

lor?; sf ;;gnbs on S - i l t ~ s  t:> thc: n:;rrth of th f i c l d ,  :nG w!icn I n  . ' icy 

r ~ f f i c e r  :s!ed why chl: S;;?.L.c-s vzr: n3c i:iczin; into  their Poxh>lcs,  
th,;y sz ic l ,  "ifrlllll, vc  h:iv;nlt 23t ti?:. t >  : .css .-.r?und th- l t  ro.?y." 

ilnc >!lLrL1-Lqr s t - . y ~ d  on h i s  ' u u l l d ~ z c r  until hc?. lwc! i n t e r n - 1  -. blccdin.;  -.nd h.:d Lo hz str?,ppccl uy, by thi! docrur. ..uxt t l ly  c l d s p i t ~  
th.= doctor's orders hz c u t  t h r  t ~ s  rh:t bouncl him s t i f f  ?nb cr:rqlsd 
->.LC!: f-.n his c ~ c h i n c  5 3  t h ~ t  i t  v o u l d  nut bz i d l e .  

h l y  Si:?bccs .~p3r;ltifd m c h i n z s  3f tor  ?n ;&my oycr::toi- ruin.xl 
I t r ~ c t o r  i n  c fo1.1 shrrrt hours. C ~ l 3 r c d  soldicrs whu h26 Lezn 3n 
tilt. other sic!-. -J€ thi: i5Lcn.l c-.pturirrl; J-rp outposts c.r..rl~ vvcrr Lrl thr\ 
~ i r r ' i e l d  ~ n d  wcr- used f9r c u t t i n 5  dwrn trzn_s 2nd s u p c ~ i s i n . :  n-tivc:;. 
i.lxrirn,s c-ii,:: to  tlcfcnc! th.1 pusltit.:n 5ut  werc n z ~ t  usx! for construction. 

- r;lr thc most part thc: m n  rsxr incd I n  .I s u r p r i s i n g l y  hcxl thy 
c-mditir~n c o n s i d c r i n z  their exbnustin:: cfor!;, thc pcnr f . n c f  liti>s .lt 
the c>np, :nc: Lh; r , l l ,?ria prcvnlcntia S .mt l s .  Xat u n t i l  thc ,?ir 
s t r i p  i : . ~ z  nc?rly  Einishur! rlic! th-. c 2 ~ g  kzcar.~c.. acl~quntc L.ic;~usc 511 
z t t e n c i ~ n  hcl  been conccf i tntcd c m s t r u c t i n - z  tlic €i;ld. ;, n ~ k c s l l i f t  
;: 1  Lzy rlns crxtacl ;:ne ~ l s o  :i r;ldia st.?-ti.>= i x m d i . z t c l y  ~ f t e r  l , lnding,  
Yut for s<vcr,l, n i ~ h t s  th-. n;:n slcpt: in  thc r?.in ~ r i t h ~ u t  tcints. On;: 
n i z h t  thcy 1x4 th- ?.~msiii? ..::cparicncs to w - ~ l c c  up znr! f i n d  thc tidc 
clu5i.n: ir! on t h - i n .  

Uyun t h t  9rrivzL .z~f th:- n-rin::: u i t h  n.3 r?tinns ti12 f aoc! 
s i t u ~ t i ~ n  Lilc:n> c r i t i c a l  for 53th Sc-bccs x c l  IZr incs .  Th2 
? L ~ n t ~ . t i o n  nrn.:r on ~113:: copr.: ?.nil t z11 , :~ :r in~  zrovzn th: f i c l d  w:-a 
bzin? b u i l t  7.73s h o s t i l c  ro  thc Ancric?n forccs. i\ 7 x 2  rl ist i \nt  
p l - lnrcr ,  h.mcvzr, .= FrC!ncII1 vctcr::n uf th2 1.1st w z r ,  ~ 2 s  nost 110spit- 
11,Lr: t . 3 .  tfic Sc:i;,:cr nncl fur" f ch,:c! t h ~  -I !:St11 i:,;,;~, chick-mr., p i g s  2nd 
s~?E=~rrd, .?nd ; I X S  i n  c e n c r ~ l  good ~~~~~~~lc i n  arns. This yonclc-  
rzn . ~ l s r ~  ::..v-: sevor-11 ~~r.Lcnl::: ~ p n l r ;  tn h i s  ncv f r i e n d s  -.nd z113wzd 



t h m  t h e  plc.~s:nc s s s o c i ? t i o n  w i t h  h i s  Eclniljr. 

TI>- n?tiv.:r;  use6 q s  1.-.barzrs nn t h c  j > I  vzr,: t?r?uyht in hy . . 
t h k  i i m y  fr3.2 i.21 '.!a11 Isl.:nd, which is an.:! -72 Chc most :rile! 
Lnc~ l i t : i - : s  i n  ~ l l c  :>orid;  i f  thdy wcr) n o t  Llcn-dhuntzrs th:y ..lzra - sqns  7f h:adhuntcrs. rhey u a r  = ~ 3 3 d e n  h21t  t h c  s i z e  nf v h i c h  
J-notcc! t h i i r  g s i t i o n  i n  t h o l r  t r i k ,  :~ i th  2 t:ssLz r ? i  'n-ir for 
?. Lrr-cll clnut, 2nd t l m t  c!?s 211 th,y :lord. 

.':n -?r;J::r c.:.~; frm C ~ z S o 3 c  f c r  t h a  crzv :lt Szntos t .3 st-rtcl 
by f o r  t r - i n s p : , r i t i m  ?f tcr s i x  !rzt.lts thi:: i s l ~ n r ; .  LLtbzr  
t11r~u;h : i i s r ! i r cc t~d  ~ r d j r s  o r  n i s i n t c r p r ~ t z t i o r !  a? nrc!crs th:: nr?n 
:12r;2 t o l d  t z t  tl-lzy rlsre t 3  1;: sznt  k c k  t o  the St - tcs .  T h z i r  
r l l s ? p p ~ i n t r : ~ n t  war; 3m::t who1 tl1;ry round the:  !sclvcs b.=ck sn D f l  t*:, 
.?t il.?v-rnn?Ii. TI;: Zrcztdsl: i r o n y  uf a l l  v-?s thr.t thzy r.rcrc :~ro:uzht 
5rlck Jn t!12 Tr;sidsnc T y k r  w!:ich .?lthaugh i t  h?ll bzcn c l ccncd  up 2 

l i t t l z  sincr: ti:cy :~3rc: qn it l \ r 3 E ~ r ~  t43s .?. ship 5 2  bitter I ICI . !O~~L' : .~  t O  

thr.5. Cn t h i s  t r i p ,  l:c!!::vzr, t h c y  -icrs ~ r ; l l l  fc:: tr! i-~?t<c up for thi.: 
six wei lks  of h r d s h i p  thay h22 unclc~rgon~. 

Trm m o r c  ~ i r f i c l d s  vcrc ncedcd oc Efstc, nnd t h i s  cr2w w i t h  h e l p  
frr,-I o t h ~ r s  vras rilz crc.1 chosen to 5ui ld t h c  fields. L m d i n ~  -rzs 
::L?~L 3 t  '!bit2 S ~ n l ;  i-'._.int on IicptlemL;rr & t h ,  and  fclr thc Iirst t i r e  the 
men fr-1-1 S ? . a t ~ s  h-14 Guonsct huts .  

r . . ~ r l :  !~.:r; in~r ;c!d i l ta ly  L g u n  on  t h a  f i z h t c r  s t r i p  n t  Part H3v;.lnnhh, 
-7 iKeK tA~briT1cs, This s t r i p  s t .>r tcd  nt t h c  :.mtcrs edge znc? v c n t '  i n l and  

3000 Ecct t-j the ed2s of c sn--11 rivcr. It 72s to bc USJ,? by f i g h t c r  
pl :nc s E r.s.1 c a r r I . ~  rs. 

This  f i ~ l C  1:rss r;.?dy f o r  opzrctiar! on k t n b c r  15th :nd t h ~  s2m 
Gquipmnt  and cnl.2rgc.d cr-ws r.rcri: put: to  wsrk on thr, sc.tplcn: rmtp 
which 111d tzcn nxr l ly  nc-,lcctcrl or s i n t  t o  9;luoin :-:ill. 

Thc Xist w c ~ k  ce i~uz-us t ,  r ~ ! l i l ,  t h c  f iclJ 2t S ~ n t o s  wns b e i n 2  
conplctr.c! zn!>tl~i:r f i 2 1 1  :,r.ls sou;:ht in thc 5,mr:. Cruz Grcup. Aerial 
r{:c3nnaiss~.ccc w-.s mzdz n a z r  thc  c n l  of J u l y  by scvcr2l o f f i c e r s ,  
llut t l l ~  3rd:rs f r m  C ,&'-I~?:c V~CI-L:  (12 llx:t,! .-. su i t -h l , :  y 3 s i t i o n  for 
-I lnnr!in.-, s t r i p  on Tr2v:nion Zsllnrl.  

T r ~ v z n i o n  I s l n n d  is  .> sn--11, cl-rlr., n>squi to- infas tc : l  i s l n n d  off 
tlli: Z.zL-.lnd crf 3?nt..-. Cruz, Th= ricnnn.:iss.?acil p l r t  of Uo officcr.7, 
rJnz d.=ctr , r ,  z~nd 19 m n  fro= 3jl .s~ 2nd th:! S c - 5 a c s  v.1dc connlet:: 
r-cQnn:i;s3ncc, 2nd st.?kcd ; l u ~  c c n t c r  linc t r2.vcrsc for on2 1rx:tion 
Eor 1 E i z l r !  vhic'n would f i t  t h a  ? f i : v - r i l i n ~  rrincl. T h i s  trwstsi: W:S 

shqrt becausc .3f n~tur:?l ~hst9cles znZ sh=.c~ec! = pnfilc : thich ~ o u l d  
 hi:^? n ~ c a s s l t : ~ t c d  c o n s i d c r n b l c  cuttin::  an& filliz; t.3 yive ?. = . r . - ~ d ~  
of n o t  rnr.3r:: t l ~ m  2.5:. 

'Th-rk :rcrz cvi:lcncLs char Jppands:: had .:r,plardrl tllc I s l n n d  soz-r? 
t i r z  b-:for: ( c v i ~ l ~ ; n c . ; ~  :)E t l rc  J c p s  -:rz t.7 h2 fount! in aost ?f t i x  
isl-:rids r,f thc Rztr i;c.brir;cls xlso) .~n:! - p p - . r c ~ t l y  t h o  J2-pznesc 
c ~ ~ i c u r r c d  w i t h  th :  Ar-cric:~ns t i ~ n r  Trevlni , -)n lslmsl :r?..e Qn i n p o s s l 5 l c  
pl?cc  for .lr. ;:irEi;:lr! znc! uninh,?!-it2:~l.:. i~ls..r Smlnt.: Cruz I s l c z n d ~  ? t  
t l i= t  tlix wT;ri: ?. s a l i e n t  i n  enc~uy- l~c ld  r m t c r s .  It v s s  estirxtxl 
tli: t ? I r f  j:: L ~ I  cr , I I  tt! h:tv ! :wnn ' Jui  I t t-.I~r: ri. in snr.uc:!~ :t . wcr I mnnth, 



b u t  the cost in mn would h;rvc t.r?cn seven .  
L 

UhiZe gn t h c  wcc!~ of r ~ c 3 n n ~ i s s n n c z  t h e  rrcn .?nd 7f f i c c r s  l i v c d  
on bozrr: ship. But d c s p i t s  t h i s  csnvzniencc me ?An c o n t r z c t c d  t h e  
fcvcr ,  2nd t h e  rcs t  o t  the t x n  h d  d a i l y  dories of quin'.lnc .-.nd nts- 
brim, 2s p r ~ c n u t i o n .  

C)rr Tr2vrrninn Isl=lnd , ln .:nny o u t p . ~ s t  :.la5 Liiscovzrx!; i t  carris, SQ t o  
I1 s~2-11:, t "1  35t1', n ~ t  t o  say ~h-.ndoncdn da tzchcan t .  - K i m  l o c n t e d ,  

f c u r  LJE t h e  f iV2 men wcrc c r i t i c a l l y  ill, nn.J m-c? 3I: t1lc.n d i e d  cfter 
l ~ e i t ~ ;  tr.'nsftirrcd t o  th;: k30c hospit.-il. In less than  t l rrcc nrxnt!ln of 
ndvc r sc  l i v i n ;  conct i t ions  four m n  5:trzly s u r v i v c 2 ,  . ~ n d  3n: nf  t l ; . ~ ~  
d i e d  2 s  1 r -bsu l t  3f h c r J s h i p s .  A11 p l ~ ~ n t e r s  :I&. ~ i s s i ? n z r i o s  hnd 
~l.mnrlrmad T r - v ~ n i m  I s l ?nd  bcc.?usc oE its n ~ t o r i o u s  u n l r c z l t h i n ~ s s .  

"Do~m ilndcr" sprfn.: or r ? thz r  t h e  hcy;in;lin:; of thz h3t sc ls3n 
11::cl c.>mc, -.nd clic Cllrirst-s I : - ~ l i d , l p s  w;:rr, anly : la: .tcc!cs .?r+?y. T!II 
iimric?ns r.rdrz -T 1 l - c s t ~ ; ) l i r ~ h z d  3n Z f  z:c. rin; of cc>.-xt rlcCdns: v i t h  
b i z  suns >t s t r a t z ~ i c  pcints surrounded t h e  Zsl?.nd an:! sn ld icrs  v.:tchc-d 
,!vzry p.)sniI.,lc 1-7ntling p o i n t .  7 . 1 0  bonbsr s t r i p s ,  ? £i::!ltcr s t r i p ,  cn:l 
.I sc:.pl.-.ns rl.r.p w r c  u n d c r  opcrcltion. i r  conplet? n?.vy h ~ s p i t : . l  o7.c; 
rcceivinl- ;  r-;sundad nen Eroa thc bc.et lcf ic lds  of t h a  S o ~ l s n x s ;  sr.illcr 
i n s t  1.zl:ions s ~ ~ c l i  c;s th;! t ~ n k  f:m ?_nt: th.; !hvy dsclts Y J C M  o ~ c r ' ? t i n ;  
1 lt r.car;ed t l v t  t'nc r,r.lrk .!-IS Pinishcl$, .-.ol tli-.t r h c :  &tt:i 1 inn  
c~ould zzvc u? t . 1  Guad31 c?-n2l : .~hcre thc d s s t r u c t i ~ n  of t z k i ~ ~  lnd 
!1oldin-7, ti~c. > -310n , ,~  I:;l::nr?s rcquirci: thd :rur!c oZ n c o x i t r u c t i : x I  
:-?:ltt?li?lI. 

S l i p s  *:.:r.- p l s s ~ c l  t o  orrcl~ p.22 zskine  l l in  t o  si:;n vhzthzr hc: 
p r ~ f a r m r !  tc~ st?y i n  Fr'?tz -In 2 csr!?ar of thz  rc in t i .nzncc  creu r > r  i t  hr: 
wcntccl t: go t o  nn advanced b s c .  hppr3xiz;lntcly 85% of th.2 nen rcqucstad 
t o  l?-.vc for n2r~  vorl: n - ~ r c r  the Ermt. 

W e r s  chclnzcd, ; I ~ J V G K ,  ?PC! t h z  d c t , ~ c h m n t  was t o l d  tn s k y  - . . 
011 8..fzt<: E m -  . ?  Li,; j sb .  azvznnai: F;:ir'Jor v;.,s to b~cz~n;: thi? ELccr supply 
!j-tsz .?E the -:r.::: w i t h  ::I1 tlir: h7us in::, £uc! 1 s t o r . : p ,  - ? . : ~ c ~ o u s ~ s ,  
rilf r i ; ;c rz t ion ,  So-..t r c p z i r ,  etc., t h a t  t~ould  sccoapzny t h 2  i n s t c l l l z t i o n  
of 1'1v-1 3:s~. 111 January n ~ t ; l r i : r l  Sag:n to s r r i v c  xnt! n l e r 3 z  p a r t  
7f t h ~  ' ' ~ t n c i ~ n c n t  wcnt t n  i:,?v?nn.rh t r ,  1:o p ~ r t  of t h c  pr-;;r.;q nf cxp-.nmi?n. 

Durinz the first y a a r  i n  2f:te 311 n c t i v i t y  h3d c c n t z r a d  i n  V i l a .  
H-.v~nn-rh h.~c! crcrqs vrilrkin,; on the r;c-.pl :nc 127s(: 2nd t h c  " i g h t c r  s t r i p ,  
5ut th?.t s i d e  of t h c  i s l . l .nd  h-xl t l~ .~ . - -ys  bcan thc orphcn c h i l d  i n  ~xil, 
c:i,sr, ~n:: criL>rt.zinc!znll. Suddenly t 1 1 ~  h?rbor r-cs L i l  lcrl w i t h  1111 
ty;lc?s .f nav-.l cr-.Et, .:nc; t h z  sIi;lrc v . :s  a l i v e  ?ricI~ 3.cti.vity -ss~ciztzd 
' r i t ? ,  Zuildin,r; -. hzsi?. Cqnstructiqn, h -.s,:, -2nd -.ircr.-,ft ~ . - r i n t c . o ~ n c c  cra's:~ 
l.-lur:: Lusy .!ll d ~ y  lung,  3nd r2zn :run thc f l c c ~  c2m.2 .?shor; :7n Libcrcy 
p?rt.i;.s tq stretch th.2j.r 1e:;s. 

L > s i  u p - r - t i x i s  a l>v~d  fr.33 V i l a  to :-I,=v,~nn~h, 2nd so di2 th3 
c n n s t r u c t i n i .  c?rnrn-.nl. ;ill tlrc . y n  vr!i.> cnultl  bc sp-.ri.tl Lrn;. V i l 3  wsrc  
son5 tr, the 311!:=r side of thc i s l 2 n d  for c m s t n l c t i  ,n. 

S3vcr-r 1 dnckr, w;.r;. !:~~ilt ,  on2 kin:, quit- el:l~or~.tc: rl l ich  bzcl~n;? 
cllc c e n t c r  for s h i ?  t n  shurc usc ,  S z v c r z l  complst: c c z p s  w c r ~  c r z c t c d  
. : i ~ ! t  3: Llsys, plu!:Linz, h u t s ,  p n ~ . ~ - r ,  rcf r i 3 r ~ m t i ~ n ,  .?,n:l c l l  th-. ncccssary  
f . q c i l i t i c s  f ?r -I F;-.mi -~c:t tmnrnt  c :r:ip. Ii lsr3  - l l r g c  rQ:ct;:-.tign ha1 1 



I.J.:~ SuiLt Lor th2 e n l i s t e d  rrcn .=f tha ships !~hcn t hzy  wcrd :n Likrty  
F p i . .  L:t;r qn 3 l.-rec autc!xir t h ~ ~ t r c  ~.I:!s h i l t  for c ~ v i e r ;  vith 

3 s t 3 2 2  f 3 r  sc3k~rs. 

TI\; - . i rE ic ld  t ~ h i c l ~  w.ts t o u  n h 3 r t  t o  m?l<i;. zzsy l<ndinl;s ?r:n 
incrz.?.s~cl 2 t'nous?nd f c 2 t  i n  l c n z t ; ~  by c r a s s i n :  t h c  sr,!311 rivar .wcr 
1 biz c n n c r z t z  c u l v ~ r t .  T ~ c -  f i n i s h e d  f i - l r l  w-s 4000 Ecct !on?. 

Durin: t h e  F i r s t  y z j r  3f o c c u p z t i ~ n  of t h z  I s l c n d  the olf2 h o r s ~  
Lrn i l  a rsund 3cvil's P o i n t  hlc! 5x11 us36 by h ~ l f - t r ~ c k s  t o  t r l n s p o r t  
s u p p l i . : ~  t2 1:-.v.?nn.?h f r ~ n  'Jilrr, or n-.tcri?.l w?.s ssne !:.y w.>tar 3n 
b l r g c s  - J r  bn-.tn. 

OZ cgurr,; 7 ;;rclt qu r?n t i t y  3f n?.tkri;~l  -J-IS unLnx!cc! £roc\ s h i p s  
?t ikv?nn?.h, but pl~ . t~r i .? . l  7 1 ~ 0  had t o  bc tnkcn by truclc a1 In;; th2 r,lncl 
rhl : ~ r q  h2c: c u t  rhroush over t h e  a-auntain.  

Th.2 rond rnsz f ron  thc ibli: L F , x  (31. 1owl:nd pl-.tc?u sraund Vi1.1) 
t3  = n ? t h a r  pl::tc?cu gn thc: t o p  of t h 2  c o u n t a i n  by -. series 3f s ~ r i t c h -  
h x k s  w i t h  stccp grzdcs. Lt t hcn  c u t  xcross t h o  j u n z l c  t o  t11c opzn 
arc.-.= nn thc: - t h c r  sit12 of t h c  rumit ,  ?ncl c;csccn::cc! cvzn  ?arc tlkru?t ly 
to Creek Ai sn t11.z ~l%vcznn-.h %id:. 

Thm:::i s i n p l y  s [ n i l i t c r y  rrr~d b u i l t  t o  carry s u p p l i z s  it p r c s e n t s  
s3nc 3f t h e  nost s ~ : c k c u l e r  s c a n c r y  2nd noun tn in  driv ics  i n  r h c  S o u t h  
c i i c  ;it thc t o p  of t h z  r~ountain 13n t h c  M:~vnnnah s i d c  Ycfora descrlnil- 
in;:: t o  CrccIc . ' h i  t h c  v i c v  of iizv.znnah FiS2r50r with  i t s  s u r r o u n d i n s  snn.11. 
i s ic tnds  is  u n o b s t r u c t e d  by j u n c l e ,  2nd on n c l e s r  dzy th-. via?,? t:, th2 
lqorth vith t112 d i s t l n t  con~-sh:-?ci vo lcznos  3f t h ~  n a r t h c r n  isl:n:!s of 
t h s  !rcw licbridcs i s  like -. p v s t c r ~ r d  sccnc. 

Duriny ch,: r l iny  y~zcthcr thc: ro;c: over the n m n t - i n  r ~ x c h c c '  : 
prtc.:rious crrrnrlition, 2n.J th; raicl E r ~ n  Crcck hi t~ :hit.: Sznds h i n t  
b ~ a m  2 quzgairc of u n b c l i c v i b l c  d sp ths .  Xvcn i n  -3 t zn- rshzs lcr  truck 
Irh~ t r i p  tr :r; one f u l l  of t h r i l l s ,  ~ n i  n t r i p  o v e r  thc nzunt?.in on this 
S~J-c-.lied "litt 1:: Durn:: T;cx:d ,I1 SZC?.:::~ ?. pzr;=?ncnt t o p i c  of c a n v c r s n t  i 9n. 
On=  it rcr.2rksd t h i l t  t h e  Amy h-:d not  intended t o  usc t r u c k s  on thzt 
t r x i l ;  it: hzr: t o  52 d e s f p a d  for 2-40s. 

3n Februzry 2 3 t h  ch2 Scc~nd Detachment lzss t h c  ?<lit D d t ~ c h c c n t  
!$llich h;ld ken l ~ f t  in Tonga T:.lLu zrrivcd i n  Z.:vrrnhnh. For w2dl:s th2y  
k.:tl 1:zcr: c>;pcc tcJ ,  .?nd Eor weeks t11;:y :~.?r!  oxpc:ctcr! t? 1czv;l T n n ~ , ? ,  bu t  
thly ncr: s u r p r i s s d  wh2n t h y  a r r i v ~ b  i n  Zf,?tc. k f t c r  r - x i n i n :  Tn 
shLp 3o.:rd f g r  sc:vcr:.l dnys ,  p l a n s  ::cr2 i.llclc C g  distribute thcn x o n 3  
th.: C ~ L : ~ S  >E tiit: Thi rd  Dct~.cluncnt. A~~roxir t?t i : ly  h . ~ l E  3E then r:.nr.incc! 
ct H.:vrinnzh !!nrbor or <uoin  Eill, vlhilc tha rewinder : . ~ r c  b r c u s h t  
i ) v ~ r  C ~ J  V.112 !.y chi? s h i : ~ .  

:.lor; 11-.nCs r.rorc; w2lcr;x i n  ?11 p?rCs of thz Islt?nd. I n  s p i t -  of 
th- c o n c z n t r a t i o r  2E a c t i v i t y  a t  t l z v ~ n n . ~ h ,  the Vil? zrL.2 w:s sti l l  
: : n l i n .  Tlic 11 ;usin; v-.s iricrz:lstd 2.t fi.?.u>r F i c l d  tc tnks c-.m of 
scvzr=l Eiurulr~2 =>re aerr ancl 3f ficcrs. The s t r i p  wzs under tlr;! 
j u r i s d i c t i a n  cE t h ~  ;ir;r, znd n c c : ~ m a b a t i o n s  wcra nc-cded for  lar,'.sr 
cr;:Ws. .'i nL:! : I . ;  t z r  syr; t e - 1  :+:s dcvc lopcd ~ . r j . t : ~  wor::i:l~ t?nlts -11?~vc. tl1c 
L c ~ l l c  Eivzr. k t  tbc sli:E t im t h z  Army e n y i n > c r s  t:2rd dcvelopin:: 
I n  ul .~br)rat .?  t l x i - v ~ y  c t r ~ t c h i n g  l r . 3 ~  gnz end 3L tha  Eicld t o  th;: 



othor  cri th h3rdsrmds f3r savcrzl 5unilr.d ?lco:?s. 
R- 

Th: irI.1.: C 3 n o t r u c t i c n  Le?r'qu.-.rt.:rr, we= r , > v ~ d  -3qut t1.7is ti3i', t> 
shara 2 buildirrg w i t h  ti:vzl Opar:tions in Vil:. ;?or -. y . 2 2 ~  C 3 n s t i u c t i o n  
!'-?tlqu:.rt-rs h?s t,ccupicci 2. .'oous:r i n  Vj. 1 t h ~ t  F1r.d Cccn thr: nac 120~: ;  

O P  ::I1 p l znn inz  :nd ol:ili?.tinn i 3r tli.; B-.tt-.li:?n. Thc 1zr;:zr qu,?rCcrs 
: - ~ i t h  i . ;zv~l  J ixrc t ions  wcr: 2 1 4 2 1 ~ 3 0 ~  ch?n~:', ~lt:~>u-:! the U S U X ~  

quc~st  i9r1  cf : ~ h o  clir:ct:tI t h c  2': L ~ L ~ G  1r.22~ 2s it -~l::.\y; Irzc'i ? ~ i - r c  
:.~llcn d~::r'-.t ions cr.r.:: tm clqsr! t-, C n n ~ t r u c t i o n .  

!>lln;rhiLc: : r ~ r ! :  w . . ~ s  undcr.ray -c t : l r ,  E--r cn:!  TI^ t : 1 ~ :  isl:nc! L.J 

C'.IV; : ll.;.n~C;r s t r i p  out: aE th: j u n z l a .  F r o m  t h c  V L ' ~ V  <:r l i>st  d ~ ) . s  
on ti12 I s l3nd  n 3 t j . c ~  h:d 2czn t,2l<cn 02 .<uoin ::ill :; .? pos:;ihlz site 
fur ?n -xirEi;ld v h i c h  r ~ y  nccDuntr for tha -,:>ortim ;L t h ~ - .  surv..y.:c! -.. ficl-', : r t  Ssutii 7 - y .  rh  ... 5tr i .p  \:ld 1:ccn sl~c lv ; r_ ' ,  h.?:gcv::r, i n  f --:)r 05 
nths:: p r i o r i t y  jnbr;. *~cuziir: :?ill is ir: the .>pp3sitr  c z r n c r  n? t 5 ~  
i s l ~ n c l  fry::! Vil;., .:nd sccncr: tr, bc t h e  idc:L s p r ~ t  E9r -,n - : i rporc ;  :S 2 

s;rc~nr: E i - l d  i k  :~~ iu l c l  fr-~v: s2-2 clist-mcc !xtwc.:r; i t  -.nd D?ucr 'ic lr! i n  
ccsc ,>E .In air r ~ i d  hy t he  Japs. At t h - t  t in2 tt w's . z l n c ~ s t  untouchzd 
i,y : ! h i t i  m n  zn:; TITS t : ~ c  nc,:.rdst: t l > i n ~ ;  3n Efc:tc t . 1  "picture : ~ > o k  I' SI .XL~I I  
3~2~T5 .  

'rh2 n o r t h  sidz of thz lsl.:nd h.?s g r s 3 t  s t r c t c h o s  .>C zr~. .zfn3 lnnd 
-.nr! lzclcr; tli? j u n ~ l ~ ?  cr~.rt!i 7: 131:: Vil.: i~r;:.-.. ;~1Tr)llf: 3000 f c z t  .%: t h ~  
p r ~ p o z d  s t r i p  ills nf turf s u r E ~ c 3  n l t u r a l l y  c lezr i ld .  i.n zttc.o?t r J l s  
:l?*-dh: t 2  s?vc th- L u r i ,  L u t  i t  s:,or. turned i n t o  ? qu:~&13ir-,. .!Ilctl Lh2 

c crcld which 1~:d r- tumzc: fr.27 S-.nt  ..-s t . 3  5 u i  l t l  th: I-:,?v.?nn.\i~ E i : h t c r  
,..I s t r i p  were frzs ,  pzr t  of t h z  c ~ 1 . 1  wzs s e n t  t o  :&3in E i l l .  1.ic.y st-rLz.-! 

vork t::: n z c m 2  :iccl; i n  Occobcr, 1942. 

Through nnst 3f t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  ~ r i 7 2  t;13 ~OT?C! f r03 Fsvannnh 
iinrlor l..~.~s pr.lctic11 l y  irq+mssablil., isolltin;:, thc cr.:w ;S If t11-y wzr< 
#in :l.nr>thcr i s l ~ n d .  An cx.ln;~Lc nf t' i.5 c -~m ilurin,?, tchc l ~ l ~ c k n u t s  i n  
i)ccarnhcr s ty r t i r s :  .:ft-r CJu~?dal can21 se th ic! t s .  it t3is t izc  it W.?S nzxt 
to i n p 3 s s i b l d  C 3  vl?.rn ';(U3in :I111 Jir C:IL 312rt. : b s t  .,C ti12 ncn ~ n j c y a l  
t h u  Ercccim 3E thc outpost surrnundln,;;, t l12  visit . ' ;  td :: nc?rl?y n? t ivz  
isl-:nC, thc huntin: i n  t h e  h i l l s ,  2nd the  tcn: c::::~ clz~sc- t? th> !-23cti 
rinich hx!  :! wmrt . - r t m s ~ ; ~ ~ r c .  

Ry tht? nicldlc r ~ f  J-.nunry 1943 nn n i r s t r i ; ~  GOO0 Cc;t 1.m: r r T . s  
" compl~.tcc: ?.ncI pL- .c~!  in o p e n t i o n .  3 7 ~ 2  of t l ~ r  -Cil st:y2c? 3n f o r  

!u in t . cn? .nc~  . ~ f  t i l e  f i s l d  but j,:>st 3; t i ldn r;:turn-3 to :iovrrnn~ll. TIIC 
;!-.rin~; Y-~,>l r  w a r  tilc op2r.-.tic*n o i  th;: r;tri.p, ?nl! 1 - t ~ r  t k c i r  liilusin: 
prolr -n  l incr '  thcr bc;:ch ;or a?<.ZL 7v?r :: m i l o .  Ths  wrtzr frmt :.?as 
e i v i . l ~ - :  i n r r ,  s:zcti.-)ns fo r  squsc!r?ns, c:ch h:?.vin_r, i t s  cvn gsLlcy, r . k l s  - !-I 111 , she, tarn, !n:' l . : t r i n l s .  r hr: cr2ct.i ,n :)f tl~;.cc c.-.-IPS, shops, .-.nr' 
3fficcs f ? ~  9;,::ratiqns Irznt 2 sn~.11 cr':!.r busy f3r s ' v ~ r a l  mnnths.  

Tn th'r sun!-:.;r 3r' 1443 thc Xl. t t? l i?n  n23in s z n t  .nn -.irp,rL crcrr t.3 

<u?in Kill  t-, c ~ ~ s t r u c t  ; Drzlne f i e l d  o r  t r i r ? n z u l a r  f ie ld for t h 2  . . r?.::rn c.mtrcll~.c! p l . : n ~ s  u s c j  f nr n.lcltinc ;;un ?nc! . ~ n t i  . ; ircr?f t: pr4cLicc .  
This f i c l d  w-.s surfzccrI  sr j  t l ~  c )r,:l .:nd shnp-.c: i n  th;? nf -. 
tri-.nzI.? sr,  th - . t  t h a  t:--r?ct pl \nr .s  cau ld  I l y  r~h?tcvcr d i r e c t i o n  tliz - v i n d  1.~1s conin; f r x .  N3t until Tlrxr~l:.c.:;ivin,?. 0-y r j i d  . ~nr !c  :-Tn t!~:: E i ~ l c l  
?nc! czrlpr, ri5?ch cn.iplr. t i 211. 



(it ti12 2:s: i1~3pit.31 i n  Vi!l  ti^ o:t>ri.al f c r  ths .z::~xnsi>n 
prgzr?~:  ? r r i v > d ,  .:nd ? L L  crccrs lJ2r. !:::nt Lm-. t:13rlc I t  ti:!: ir:;pit.il. 
Ly.-!rc!s vT7rz cr2ctt:!, ?nrl thi? c ~ p - . c i t y  r'r>uLli.c! 2n n x t  f: lci l it ics.  Tb i s  
a,:pnnsi.~n 5 r o u z h t  thr: c a p z c i t y  >f th: lar,spit:l up t o  :. t h m s ~ n d  3zds 

P. r , ~ i t ! i  ro9n1 for 1;?nr2 i f  ndctsr?.ry. +m.:r;cl w ? l h  ~12rc b u i l t  conncctinf ,  
1 t h  s .  Thc o l d  chcqic-1  c l ~ s c t s  verc :?bar.doncr:, and t h c  f i r s t  
Sztuth .?lciLic Zsl;! f l u s h - t y p e  scu-?,c aysta? wcs i c s t ~ l l c d  i n  thc 
Zr.~.!:nr L'L;~~R. SOT.;: IE t h i s  l int! v-i,2s std-1 pipc, >ut  i t  *.:?s lzr.;cly 
-. c?ncr2tl-. tr~u,:.'n c ivc rzd  vrith h l l f  cylinders a2 corrup;?tcrl ir-m w5ich 
wl.; inv-ntzd by rhd B.?tt.zlicn 2nd c ~ l l c d  %:s t - in -p lxe  c z n c r z t -  pi2e.I' 
TI:: Lcyin;; t!~is L i n ~  t'nol: s~v>r - . -L  : ~ c c k s  .?E cl-.:..rir.::, ditchin;.:, t.nd 
p3urin.-; ca>ncr=ti  Dn t h s  site. ? l u s h  t - ~ i l c t s ,  u r i n ? . l s ,  -.nc: v-.sh b 9 s i n s  
v:r> i n s t - -1 l cd  i n  .-.ll t h e  ~.rzrcls ?-s w c l l  :s i n  thc! ~ f Z i c c r s  :?nd n u r s c s  
qu;lrt.;rs. 

An r l ~ b a r 2 t s  r c c r z a t i o n  Lwll f o r  thl: n l i s t c d  nzn ..lcs c.;nplzrcC. ... . 
J n;. rccri.ztl~:ln h? 1 l r.rzs c : ~ n s t r u c t x !  7ut 7: two n t r n n - ~ t d c l  ~ ~ ~ r x h * > u s i ~  
l r i t h  I spc.cir . l ly  dcvisad f l i y h t  t32ck h 2 n ~ z r  ~ f f i ~ c t  f- provide 
v:ntilctiqn. 0i.c on2 W.>S p:.rtitianx! 3ff  f 3r = s h i p  s ~ r v i c c  ~ n d  szda 
f ->unt2 iz .  Thrt o t h ~ r  c n ~ j  v ; ~ s  [;L:;;c l n r 3  .. rntivi~ t!~-::tr,. Tilt i n t c r -  
r . ~ d i - . t c  r ~ , ~ t .  v.;.r:! Eurnishird 2 s  -. l i b r . : ~ ]  ?nd : t . a r t z r  :;h?p. 
U n f o r t u m t o l y  far t h i s  sxpcrnsicn ?r32r-r, the f r o n t  LFnas 2.t t h i s  ti=? 
wurc pushsd i - . r t t ~ u r  n:>rth ~ n d  r : 3 1 t  :>f It h2s h?~! Littl? UT.. 

Dc,vcta i l inz  with  th;. r,rork ~t thz hospitzL r J 2 . 5  t h c  c i : ~ . ~ n s i m  :)f 
t!lc !lousin2 f ~ c i l l t i c ~ s  a t  b u c r  ;iol:'. 1,?2rine :ir i+~ii i : ;  h::d 
c~mpir!t.:l;. t-.!ic:n rlvcr th:: op-r.::i>n ~f t ? ~ :  Cizld,  ?.n-?. p l a n s  vcrr. s>t 
up Lc3r :. c r i n ~ :  t r z i n i n g  cantsr, q u z r t e r s ,  3a, l leys,  scrviccs, and - 
L.trin-s r 4 - m  p r ~ v i r l - C  f,,r 2400 c n l i s t c d  m n  cnd 300 02r'iccrr;. ~11, c,tn;, 
?.r;:? frr.r. :':ivi<lc:I intc ,  tilnc c?n?r; n3kin;: 7. t o t 7 1  qf 2(1? h u t s .  

TI12 5 2 a L . e ~ ~  zgaia bisg:~n tc,  work an t k s  n? . fn ta in in ,  Ch= .: i r f  LL lti 
i t r r ~ l f ,  r cmr fnc iny ;  thn s t r i p  =ncl v.ror!;in:: on th\-: dr:?in?;c. vrhich rr.'LS 

n z t  s a t i s f , ? . c t x y  duri-3 hcnvy r l i n s .  

I n  Octob-r  nLrJ c ~ s n ? . n ? z r  .:rrfv,:ti f ~ r  thc  3rrtt .- . l i-n, nn! i t  l*'.?~ 

ganzrc. l ly undcrstod th2t t h c  z u t f i t  r~zs t ?  :?,o k m c  w i t h  him som. In 
the z-arlntinc t h l  r . n  f o l t  bcttcr over t ! ~  c - . r t t o r i o u s  113y r2L5s wcr2 
;ivzn c u t  -nd h:clusc n?rc c n n s l J c r a t i . o n  wzs 2i.vcn t l  thc 2nt;srt.-rinncnt 
?ncl ncr-r lc  or' the ncn i n  g c n e r z l .  ;r pragr:a ~f f i 2 l d  d r i l l  -n<' pEctice 
on t hc  rif lc r m s o  w - s  s t l r t ~ d ,  which was cncc rcd  inc:, c l i c e r f u l l y  3y 
the ncn 7 %  r p?ss i l , l c  i n<! i c? t i r~n  t l in t  thr! First r ( ? t t ? l i ~ ~  vms przpzr in?  
t> 73 S 3 W  p1:cc. 

il-, c o n t e s t  r1.-.s hr:lc! t 3  ;n,lcct I n  in5ir;ni;. F3r tb;: F f t t > l i r ? n  f r n n  
thss.2 c n t c r z d  b; v.:risus artists. T j 2  oEfici.--1 s a l z c t i o n  turncd 3ut to 
S .  ~2 snc i n  kesp inz  with thd n3r: fnz,>us Sc.ibLds "Cz;kl', ~ l t h ~ u ~ h  t t  h:d 
:13r: 3 ::r -.zy :C?r sl-.nt th-.n tr;.!?.r-!r; Disn2y. 

Als3 2 5 z t ~ a L i ~ n  p l p r  I-I-S f i u n d ~ d  c:LL-J thc: "Pi->near ," which 
11::s since cczc  qut once 1 w ~ u l : ,  7n.l i:; ccnsorad nq t h ~ t  i t  lnyy hc s c n t  
t 3 t h e  follcs back hmc.  

h the 8th af Dcccfil?cr thz E d i t  tct:ichncnt arr ivcc!  nt  V i l z  af ter  
nlving been s c p ? r z t c d  Erm tbo r e s t  .>f tile B ~ t t z l i o n  by s t l y i n ;  t c  



c>e:;:lctn th-. t.32 -t Tmz-, 2nd by s,vcrzl n ~ r . r h s  duty z t  . :cl l is  
I s l z n d .  .',ft:r th2 p w r  i s l c n d  QE .!:llis i t  wns 3 plons?.nt chny,: t~ 
scc thc gr2cn h i l l  ~f i f c t c  , 2nd t3 h2vc s . x z  trcsh f v:! -.nee nor?. 

i h i .  tliz t i ~ n c  thz  Xit  Cctachm;?at ~ r r i v c c !  i n  Vil:: it  1::s 2r;tim?tctl 
th2 t  .1.11 .?-utharizat wor!c could kc conplctc  bsT2rc C h r i s t n - . ~ ,  2n?, 
since t:12 3?tt.:lim ! ~ ? s  t o~c thc ; .  cncc mar2 z t  .znz pl2c2, it r:?s 
h:.)p;ld th-.t 9rrli:rr, w7uld comc t? 20 S ~ z i t ; ' - s i d c .  Tbc c3e:1:-.ndcr wcnt 
t c ~  ?'ouzc?. C,3 ?in4 out fron C O ~ ~ S ~ P ~ C  xhcn th2 3:tt-1i.m w?.s t : ~  .;:r h.-~m, 
Dn h i s  r c t u rn  t3 i<E~ tc ,  h c  had co cell t h z  mcn th7.t hc  cvulcl n D t ,  - s  ha 
h ~ l  fiolwrl,  t c l l  thc-3 3:: n C h r i s t m ? ~  ~ r c s z n t  thqt tll-y w z r ~  ,;clin; hw*. 
C3nSnP?c slit' "i.'?," b r ~ t  t'nc Cor;n,~ndar hopcd t i i7 . t  t l ~ c  pciwrs t r r  5c would 
c5-in:r t h c i r  nix!. 

A l l  projects Ticre L~rnu-.,ht t o  ln cnd just in tim f ~ r  -I "91uc 
Christn!.sl' sr "Anothcr ye2r 3n thc rock." Ch C h r i s t m s  Eve w i t h  a 
clcl.:r t ropic  -.l sky :bov.: thc  EI7lnpct:. nnavic thcztr; ,  th,: I.i:rir.> t~nc! 
p~urzrl  7ut t k i r  jivz t u n ~ s ,  thz  c72?rsd bcrys Er~c thi! br-clc crclri s2n: 
nGZr.3 s p i r i t u 2 l a ,  ?.nd t h s  c~ r psxcn ' : ;  c h o l r  Slsndsd i n  sinzin? thrr o l d  - 
cs.rc.ls. .=i?,I:: hundred Sa1:~c .~s  ?n Z f - - t ~  th-~usht a£ t i t c i r  £?.r~i l ics  ?ncl 
h3mcs, , n ?  or' thi: t h i r d  yca r  of sc?zrzltion they w r c  st-trtin:. 

Sinc~ C h r i s t m s ,  t~ar!< 11.1s continucc! on s u r f ~ c l n ~  3-tucr Field 2 n d  
its d r - i n z y  systcm, 2nd ! ~ o r k  h?s k e n  don? on thc shop arc2 -f thc 
fielc!. O t h c n ~ i s 2  nzintcn?ncc wi th  SOFA inpruvcrncnts on e x i s t i n ,  
inst? l l 3 t i o n s  !i?s L w n  t h l  o n l y  wurk. 

R ce:np 112% mdo z t  thi! r~3uth of c l ~ c  RcntnLau 3 i v c r  raay ou t  pest 
S m t k  Z :y to r.rhich s1ra11 2rctzps nf ncn -,re Allmrd L 3  27 E>r : P.:w C!CLYS 

cf r z c ~ ~ t i o n  an-! huntin:;. It 5 7 s  pr7vcn to : c quite p3pu1-1~  t : l t l~~u, : , l?  
I I rcu:hln:; it" i s  n:, g r x i t  sp3rt z f t ~ r  2 l n o s t  t.20 yccrs ~f c m p  1 i I k .  
i r  ri:crr_..tion c~rn:, h?s ..Is? ; s t : ' J l i sb~~!  up on the  nount.?in far men i n  
t h e  Alvznn2h ;~ rzz .  

This h i s t ~ r y  ends l f t e r  the 1st s r r i v d  I n  t h e  S t e t z s  on the Dutch 
~11i.p SS S0:GISDYJIC znd rcpr~rtcd to C.?np i'?,rkn ?Etcr 30 d?.ys lcnvd. 
3vcryont u z s  r.?risciyncrl nnd m n y  wcnt X2ck t~ ovt!rsczs d u t y  r r y l i n .  



"Bobcats" 

10 Jan 1942 

21 Jan 1942 

27 Jan 1942 

17 Feb 1942 
1 1 Sep 1943 

16 Sep 1943 
06 Oct 1943 

18 Nov 1943 
26 Nov 1943 

1 1 Dec 1943 

Jan 1944 

07 Jan 1944 

31 Jan 1944 

22 Feb 1944 

28 Feb 1944 

04 Mar 1944 

18 Mar 1944 
08 Apr 1944 

13 Apr 1944 
17 Apr 1944 

05 May 1944 
07 Jun 1944 

250 men and 8 officers assembled at Quonset Point, R.I. to train 
with shore construction equipment. 
This group was commissioned at Charleston, S.C. as the "1" 
Construction Battalion." 
Departed Charleston on SS President Tyler and USNTC Arthur 
Middleton in convoy of six ships bound for BOBCAT (Borabora). 
Arrived at Borabora, and built a fuel oil depot. 
Departed for Noumea. 3 1 men and 2 officers stayed behind on 
Borabora with CBMU 5 19 to complete tank transfers. Orders 
changed enroute for Pago Pago. 
Bobcats arrived at Pago Pago. 
At Pago Pago, they were re-designated "Naval Construction 
Company 22d Marines, Reinforced." Participated in amphibious 
training. 
Departed Pago Pago for Maui. 
Arrived in Maui. There they conducted intensive amphibious 
training and combat preparation. 
Borabora Bobcat complement rejoined main body Bobcats in 
Maui. 
Forward echelons of Bobcats organized into three shore party 
elements and two demolition squads to work on three Marshall 
Islands simultaneous. 
Bobcats' main body departed Maui with 22nd Marines to Marshall 
Islands for shore party operations. 
Bobcat demolition squads blast coral obstructions at Roi Island and 
Kwajalein Atoll. 
Landed at Engebi, Perry Island and Eniwetok Atoll where depots 
were constructed. 
They became the temporary mobile defense units on Bigej, Namur, 
and Edgigen Islands within the Marshall Islands. 
Bobcat rear echelon of 20 men left Maui with 22nd Marines aboard 
the USS Clay to prepare new camp at Guadalcanal for forward 
Bobcat echelons. 
Bobcat rear echelon arrived at Guadalcanal and built camp. 
Bobcat forward echelons assembled at Kwajalein. Departed for 
Guadalcanal. 
Arrived in Guadalcanal and rejoined with the rear echelon. 
Bobcats were re-designated to "1" Construction Detachment" 
temporarily assigned to the 22d Marine regiment. 
Ordered to join the 3rd NCB and returned to the United States. 
Inactivated at Camp Parks, California. 



"Bobcats" 

Officers 

LTCDR H. MacTavish Sylvester Officer in Charge 21 Jan 1942 
(CEC), USN 

LT R. S. Seddon (CEC) Officer in Charge 16 Jul1942 to Aug 1942 

LTCDR Louis R. LaPorte Officer in Charge Aug 1942 to 1 Sep 1943 

LTCDR Richard G. Walke Officer in Charge 1 Sep 1943 to 28 Mar 1944 

LT Raymond Francis Peppin Officer in Charge 28 Mar 1944 to 7 Jun 1944 
(CEC), USNR 

BOBCATS - Also 1* Detachment or 1" Naval Construction Battalion 

Served on Bora Bora (Code name "Bobcat"). Officially established as the 1" 
Naval Construction Battalion. Due to error and confision the next two detachments 
formed at Camp Allen were also referred to as the 1* Naval Construction Battalion for 
administrative purposed. Detachments 2 and 3, however, never served together under an 
Officer in Charge. It's wasn't until 14 Apr 1943 that they were merged together into a 
battalion (just prior to their return to the States and their subsequent disestablishment). In 
actuality, therefore, the Bobcats were the 1"' Naval Construction Battalion. After their 
return to the States they were disbanded and reorganized with the 3rd Naval Construction 
Battalion. When Detachments 2 and 3 returned to the States in 1943 they were 
disestablished and reorganized - most of the men went to the 17" Naval Construction 
Battalion. 
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