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Behind Closed Doors: Graphic Novels and the U.S. Navy
(Norfolk, Virginia) – On Thursday, September 20, at 6 p.m., the Hampton Roads Naval Museum will host a FREE program about the Navy’s use of graphic novels.  During the past several years, the U.S. Navy has started to use graphic novels as a way to communicate, first to the Japanese people regarding the stationing of nuclear aircraft carrier USS George Washington (CVN-73) in Japan. More recently, “The Docs” was written to teach Navy Corpsmen how to deal with the stress of combat deployments. This program will explore the reasons the Navy chose to use graphic novels as teaching tools. 
Dr. Heidi Kraft, co-author of “The Docs,” will speak at the after-hours program, which is FREE of charge. Complimentary food and drinks will also be provided. Dr. Kraft will be available for a book-signing at the end of the program. All attendees will receive a free copy of “The Docs” (one per family, please). Reservations are required by September 14. Please call (757) 322-3108 today!
Dr. Kraft received her Ph.D. in clinical psychology from the UC San Diego/SDSU Joint Doctoral Program in Clinical Psychology in 1996. Her active-duty assignments included the Naval Safety Center, the Naval Health Research Center, and Naval Hospital Jacksonville, FL. In February 2004, she deployed to western Iraq for seven months with a Marine Corps surgical company.  She left active duty in 2005 after nine years in the Navy, and now serves as a consultant for the US Navy and Marine Corps’ Combat Stress Control programs.  

For all public questions and inquiries, please contact Laura Orr at laura.l.orr@navy.mil or 757-322-3108, or visit HRNM’s Facebook page at www.facebook.com/HRNavalMuseum. The event is co-sponsored by the Hampton Roads Council of the Navy League.
The Hampton Roads Naval Museum introduces visitors to over 236 years of U.S. Naval history in Hampton Roads, Virginia. One of 11 officially operated U.S. Navy museums, reporting to the Naval History and Heritage Command, the museum houses a rich collection of authentic uniforms, weaponry, underwater artifacts, detailed ship models and artwork. The Hampton Roads Naval Museum is located on the second level of Nauticus.  Admission is free.

MEDIA NOTE: Media wishing to cover this event should contact Susanne Greene at 757-322-2986, 757-810-0463, or susanne.greene@navy.mil. 

