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Rare Artifacts on Display at Hampton Roads Naval Museum

HAMPTON ROADS NAVAL MUSEUM, NORFOLK, Va. – The underwater archaeology exhibit, Confederate State Ship Florida, is now open at the Hampton Roads Naval Museum featuring rare artifacts. 

 “I can think of no more fitting way to commemorate the Civil War’s 150th anniversary than this exhibit,” said Elizabeth A. Poulliot, Director of the Hampton Roads Naval Museum.

Gordon Calhoun, historian for the Hampton Roads Naval Museum said, “The naval aspect of the war was as important to the war’s conduct and outcome as any ground campaign. Despite ongoing advances in transportation technology, the majority of men and materiel were moved by water. He who controlled America’s waterways would win the war.”

 Artifacts from the CSS Florida exhibit include: bullet molds, shells and fuses from Blakely rifles, a liquor bottle, door knobs, a silver pitcher, ink wells, champagne bottles, a leather water bucket and a shoe. “The artifacts epitomize our museum’s mission to tell the story of the Navy in Hampton Roads,” said Poulliot.

The exhibit took two years to develop and is part of the Navy’s effort to preserve naval history and heritage. The museum is the primary storage facility for artifacts from the Civil War ships, CSS Florida and USS Cumberland. 

Both Civil War ships, USS Cumberland and CSS Florida have not been free of the dangers threatening every shipwreck, including looting. According to Joseph M. Judge, curator for the Hampton Roads Naval Museum, in 1989 two local watermen disturbed the wrecks and attempted to profit from the artifacts they recovered. The Justice Department and the Navy were alerted by citizens concerned about the misuse of our nation’s heritage. The investigation ended with felony convictions of the waterman.

 To deter looting, in 2002 the Hampton Roads Naval Museum successfully applied for conservation monies from the Navy’s cultural resources budget. “As a result of this funding, 292 artifacts received conservation treatment from the Warren Lasch Conservation Center in Charleston, South Carolina,” Judge said.

In honor of the new exhibit, the Hampton Roads Naval Museum is hosting a wine and cheese reception with Dr. Bob Neyland, Underwater Archaeologist for the Naval History and Heritage Command Thursday, May 19 at 6 p.m.. Dr. Neyland will share the importance of underwater archaeology in the Navy. This reception is free, open to all military and the general public. Guests may call (757) 322-3109 for reservations. 

The Hampton Roads Naval Museum introduces visitors to 235 years of U.S. Navy history in Hampton Roads, Virginia. One of 12 officially operated U.S. Navy museums, reporting to the Naval History and Heritage Command, the museum houses a rich collection of authentic uniforms, weaponry, underwater artifacts, detailed ship models and artwork. Admission to the Hampton Roads Naval Museum is free. For more information please visit www.hrnm.navy.mil.
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