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BLAST FROM THE PAST

Rare War of 1812 Era Cannon Finds New Home 
at Hampton Roads Naval Museum
(Norfolk, Virginia) – A recent artifact addition rolled into the Hampton Roads Naval Museum on Monday, May 24. This 1798 18-pounder, “long gun” naval cannon is now on display, and will soon form the centerpiece of an upcoming exhibit commemorating the Bicentennial of the War of 1812. 
Joe Judge, museum curator explains, “Cannons like this 18-pounder long gun formed the main armament for smaller warships and the secondary armament for larger ships. The gun’s markings tell us that it was cast in England by Walkers and Company, as indicated by the mark “WCo” on the trunnion. Further markings include the date 1798, a crowned "P” and the initials “WG”.  The crowned “P” means that at some point, the gun was intended for the English merchant service, while “WG” refers to gun agents Wiggin and Graham who sold the guns.”
So how did it get to America?

Spencer Tucker (a former HRNM guest speaker) provides an answer in his work Arming the Fleet.  Tucker writes, “There is considerable evidence of the importation of guns from England by private contractors, beginning as early as November 1798. English guns purchased for American ships apparently carried the designation “P WG 1798.” It seems clear that this English gun was imported for American Naval use, and indeed it became U.S. Navy property.
The cannon weighs 4,715 pounds and will be an important teaching tool for the understanding of the Navy during the Age of Sail. During the June 22, 1813 local Battle of Craney Island, the 18-pounder long gun proved invaluable in repelling a British force from a planned invasion of Norfolk
“Museums take a long view of history. We collect for the future and not just the near future. With care and planning our 18-pounder will be available for the tricentennial of the War of 1812.” – Joe Judge
The Hampton Roads Naval Museum introduces visitors to over 234 years of U.S. Naval history in Hampton Roads, Virginia. One of 11 officially operated U.S. Navy museums, reporting to the Naval History and Heritage Command, the museum houses a rich collection of authentic uniforms, weaponry, underwater artifacts, detailed ship models and artwork. The Hampton Roads Naval Museum is located on the second level of Nauticus.  Admission is free.

MEDIA NOTE:  Media wishing to visit the museum should contact Susanne Greene at 757-322-2986.  
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